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MINUTES. 

. \ 

TnE Forty Sb:th .an:nual Sessionot: ~he· 'CHATT.ll.noocm:E 
Uz->TED FREE WILL BAPTISTS oF GEORGIA~ moot at Pleasant. Hill 
Chu~ch, Schley County, Ga.., on Fridp.fnight. before the sec-
ond Sabbath in October, 1881. . · · ·.:>~ . _ · 

s~lturday morning, October the·$th, the .Association :JnCt 
neeording to adjournment. The Introductory to Business was. 
delivered by Rev. D. P. McDonald, fromJsai!!.h, the ~th chap
ter and 18th verse, followed bv the Rev,LC. C. Martin. .After · 
a recess of one hour, the Borly'(l"as cs.lled to order by.~he form" 
er ~foderator, D. J. Apperson. ·Prayer bybrother S. Street· 
man. The Body then proceeded to btisinCS$! 1st. InVitation 
gh·cn to l\finisters of other Orders. . 2a. Called for Corre
sponding Letters. Recei>ed an~l rend Letters from 24 Church
es of the Association. 3d. Organized by electing Re\·. D. J. 
.Apperson, Moderator,. T H. Griffin, Assistant; · D. P. :Mc
Dnnald, Clerk, .J. M. Bray, Assistant. 

Called for Petitionary Letters, and received a Let-ter from 
Spring Hill Ch~1rch, Marion. county, Ga. The hand of fellow~ 
ship was extended to the Delegates bearing the Letter, first 
by the Moderator, followed by the Body. . 

The following Committees were appointed: 
ON P:&EACB.ING--M. V. Apperson, V. H . .Armstead, J. M. 

Wilson, M. L. Bran 'and A. Smith. . 
ON BusiN:ESs-T; H. Griffin, J. B. :McCullers, C. C. Martin, 

.• James Br~wn, \V; A. McDonald, G. W. Cleveland, and Joseph 
Apperson. .. 

ON Fnr.ii.NcE-C .. C. 1\Iartili., D. P.l\fcDonald and J. 1\f. Bray. 
ON REQUESTS-D. P. McDonald, J. cnf. Brsy, D. J; Apper-

son, T. H. Griffin and C. Q. Martin. . 
Called for report of the Committee on Preaching. 
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Rl~l'Olrr OF 00,;\Dll'rl'EE ON PREACHING. 
'\V ..::, you:· c~nnmittc<• ••ll Prc:t<:hing. beg lcaTc to ln:l.k<: t.hc

fnll<m·iug n:port: H.e\·. \\'. A. )ld)on:l.ld will prcm;h to-nig·ht, 
fnllow~.:ll hy Rc\'. W. B. Lane: :=-1mcl:~y mol'ning. 9 o'td(wk. Rev. 
P. L. )Ii~t· to p:·t::tuh, fo!lowc~·l hy Rc.\·. B. 8. .John:;on; 11 
o'dod;:, He\', .J. B. l\'icCullcl'::;, !hllowcd ln· Rev. C. C. l\l:tr\.in: 
itt night Rc\·. D. 1>. ::,\lcDon:tld, follo\~<:~\ by R(w. A. :::.tnith: 
l\fc>ntby, 1!. tl\'loc1;:, RC\', T. H. G1·iftln to 1m~a.ch, t'ollowetl hy 
the- ~e,·. C. C. ~brtin. . V. H. ARM'B'l'Eil..D. 

Chainn;tn. 
Adjourned till9' o'clod;:, l\lon<l;t~· l~orning. Pr:~.ycr by Rc\'. 

W. A. McDou:tld. · · 
S:•turd:ly night the:.:>t:md w:ts occupiecl b;<-· the Hc,·. \V. A. 

)1cDon:tld-te:xt, Luke, 19th chn.pter ltnd fifth ~er::::e; followcrl 
by Re,·. W. B. La.ne. $.:und:ty morning-, 9 o'clock, Rev. P. L. 
l\fi.ze pre:.tched from St. John:, 14th chapter, 1st, 2d :~n'l :~d 
verses, ftl1lOWL><.l by the Re•~. J. l\L Ersy. · 11 o'clock,' Re'"· .J. H. 
:i\1cCullcrs pre:J.checl from the F.iht Epist.lc of .John, :3<1 <:h:~p
t~l', 1st, 2d :m<r 3<1_\'Crses, fqllowcd by the Re\·. D. P. :i.\1cDon
!l.ld; 3 o'clock, Re•·. Joseph ·Apperson pre!l.chcll tl·om .l05th 
'Ps:dm, 3d ~erse, followed by R.t?v. B. S. Johnson; Sunday 
mght .• RcY. D.P. ·~rcDOn:tld pre:\chcd from Jeremiah, 8th ch:l.p-
tcr and 20th >et-se, followed hv ReY. A. Smith. . 

l\[onda::· mo1;ning the'Bod;r .• met ~l.ccol"<ling t.o a<ljom·nmcnt. 
Pm;rcr by the Rc,·. W. B. L~1.nc, a.nd then pro<:ecde<1 to but<;i
ness hy c:1Uing :1.nd enrolling the n:1mes ot 'lelcgat.es pret~\!Ut, 
und marking absentees. 

REPORT OF CO~tMTI"rEE ON BUSINES8. 
We. vour Committee on Busines;;, advise th:J.t the business 

be t:l.ken up 11CCOl'ding to the' Decorum. .. 
.. 39SEPH .APPER,SON. Chairman. 

Culled for Corl'tl!>ponrlence. but receh·ed none. . 
Called for Circulll.i· Letter, which was reatl :md ·received by 

the Body. · · · 
}:'he r~port of Corresponding Secretary .was made a.nd rc~ 

celVed bv the Bod>". . . 
.Rcsoz;ed, · Th::~.t "the S!tlnc Secrc~trv be continued, to-wit: D. 

J. Apperson, \Vith the· a{ldition ofT: H. Gt'itfin. . . 
. .Re.~olve<l, That this Secretary correspouc by letter with :tll 

·hbcr:tl Buptists 't'hom thev may deem proper, and this Bod,r 
pay th~ expcnsc:s·of the same. . ' 

Delegates app.ointcu to corresp9nd· in person with the Spring 
Creek Colored Association, as follows: .J. B. McCullers, D. :P. 
11-fcDonald, J. M. Wilson and ·J .. A. Bush. . · 
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RE:POH.'l' OJ:<' CO?IHUTTEE ON RE<tUEST. 
'Vc. vuur Commit.tct•, bP.g lc:w~ tu llmkc the followin,.rcport: 

Union GroYc. Bumtcr eounty, G:t .• pditiou~ for the n~:x:t ses
sion. of thi.s H<•dy to hi." held there. 

C. C. ~IARTIN, Chairman. 

Resolved, Th::tt. the next ;;cssiou uf this Body be l1cld with 
the Union Grove ChurC'.h, Amct·icus,_ Sumter county, Ga., to 
commence on Frid(l.y night belor<! the 2d Sund:ty in October, 
1882--Rev. Vv. B. L:mc to tlrcach the Introductory Sermon,· 
Rev. Joseph Appers<lit, Ali<>m:!l.~. 

, RESOLYl:1~, Th:lt Rev. C. H. ~!cCall write the Circul:l.r Let-
< ter. 
\ Un~on Meetings :•ppdi.ntcd :u: follows: Fit·st Distriet; t6 be 
; held with Corinth Church. Marion county, Ga., to commence 
i on Thursd:1.y night before the fourth ,Sunday in July,. 1$82-:-

,J:nncs Dnpree t . .:• pre:wh the Introductory Sormon, J. A. Cobb, t ~-\ltemate. Se"ond Distt·ict. to be held with Belleview, Miller 
• county, Ga., to commence on Friday night, before the 3d Sun- . 
\ d:\y in July. 1882-Rev. J. B. :McCuller to pre:1.ch the .Intro-
'· tluctol"j Sermon, Rev. W_ A. McDonald, Altcrn~te. . . . . 

RESOLVED, That. the pastor· of eMh Churc:h write the obitu
~ :\ries of the dccc:l...~ed nlctnber!' of his chsxge, :tncl ;report: the 
j same to the ne::s::t ~e~sion of this Body. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 
~ 

·; We, the Committee ou Finance, beg lesvc to make the fol-
1 lowing Report: For Assod::t.tional Purposes, $37.65. . 
l 
! C. C. MARTIN. } 
~ J. M. BRAY, . Committee: 
~. D. P. McDONALD, 

--
~· TREASURER'S REPORT. 
L ::··.,p~~id for Minutes;;·· ..... ::' $30.00 
· ~ .. ·.· . : Paid.to Clerks .. : : :· .15 ·oo . 

~.: · : .. -.;: Patel for Postage, : · 4 00 
~ :- ... ·.··B:ll:ln<:e on hantl.·. .. · · 25 51 

t: D. 

th :l.ll 
Body 

l .. :: :. . . . . C. C. MARTIN, Treasurer. 
~ : Colk:Ctcu on Sabbath for Aged Ministers, _$21.45 •. 
f. Rli:So.r.nn, That the Clerks be paid $15. 
~ . . 

;pring 
,D.?· 

} ~:::·'.RE!>ORT 0}' Cbii!MITIEE ON OBITUAlUES .. 
[ ·r,· .w c,_~he .. C~miliittee o~ Obituaries, beg leave to make the · 
S ol'!nwmg report: We regret to announce the de:tth of ReT. L. 
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K. \Vn.us, vf ('c•lmnbus, G:\. H:·othcl' Wll.I.lS wa::: :.m :1blc 
minist,cr of the Gv;::pcl, :1wl ii<t!,:tlonc mnch gu111l itt t,h._ nn.me 
of his Muster. Th~ rurth..:r pal'ticabrs of his ~1cath \\''C haw~ 
not been able t(> i,.:;rn. 

. Dcp:trted this lite in tht- :10th year <.>f her nge, our sister, t'A· 
nAn: J. RENEW, c·ousortof John Rene'"· of 8umtcr count.y, G~'l... 
t'orrocrly n. member of the PrimitiYc Buptist.Chnrch, but recent-
ly joined the Unitett Free \\.ill Hn.ptist Church ut Union GroYc, 
and wns a consi.stent Christi~m, le~,·ing hl'ight tcstimony;
Le:wes $- husb:tnti :mt1 one child and m:.my fl'iend$ to moum 
hm· loss. F:1.rwell. ~ist~r. ~he h:tl'l t!~llcn asleep h1 .Jesu:c: • 

. JOSEPH. A. GOBll. 

Departed thi:. life. Sister qRPliA LA:t>IB, on the 2d day of I 
June, lSSl, in Smntc!" county. Ga.. She WM tt consistent tnem- I 
ber of the United Free Will Baptist Church, at Union Grove. 
She lived the life of :1. christian, 11.nd died the death of • the I 
righteous, lc.."lxing ::t husband in his ninetieth ye:u-. il.nd ci,:ht I 
chlldren and ln~m:r fl'icmds to mourn her loss. We sub~i't 
·quietly to a wis.: 'Prot'itiencc, knowing that God doeth all I 
things well; th:J.t the Lonl g-ave :1nd tbc Lord taketh away, I 
blessef1 be the n:lmQ of the Lore\. Onr loss is her etemnl ~al.n. 1 

JOSEPH A. COBB. I 
C. C. :MARTIN, } · 
D. P. _McD~NALD. Committ~. 1 

J. M. BRA'Y, . I 
RESOLVED. Th:tt we t-~ndcr our th:J.nks to the citizens of 

Plcn.sn.nt Hill :md Ytcinit.y, fot· thnir kind hMpitn.lity during j 
our sojourn :.unong them. -

Adjourned for preaching. · I 
Pra.yet· by Rev. J. B. l\fcCulle~. Rev. 1'. H. Griffin tlreach: I 

cd from St .. Joh~, 4th chapter ann 14t.h 'I"Cl'Se. followed by I 
Rev. C. C. :'>Iartm. 1 

The pmting hand 'l'.'as then tukcn, :md :tdjoumcd to meet 
with the Union GroYc Church, Amcricus;$mnter county, G-n.J 
on Frid::~.y night before tho 2<1 Sund::1.y in October, 1882. l 

Pntycr b~·ln·othl!r Brooks. j 
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< ~lHCULAH LETTI~R. 

DJ,Al: Ht:E'mm:.-..;: At ,·om· b:;:t Assodatiou Ymlr Hodv- np· 
Jloinl.ctlllll~ t11 write :1 Cii·cubr Lettct·. 1 ..,.ill try tofu lfiil th:~.t 
:tppoint.mcnt hy oll'cring some t'O:llnarks from the 20th :tnd 21st. 
vo~t·scs tlt' th~ :kl chapter First :Epistle of Pctet·-thc ¥crses rc:\U 
ns fl)l!Ow$: Which sometime wct·c U.isobetlicnt, when once the 
1,1ng !;utrcring of God w:~ited in the d:1.ys of Noah, while th<' 
ark w:\S :l prcp:•ring, wherein ftlW, that is, eight souls, were 
s:wcd bv wntcr. \Ve h:we but few remarks to make on the 
:ZOth vci·sc: This s~ripturc te:J.chcs us tile benefits of the ope 
r:ltion of the Holy Spirit in tile old world. "1\fy spirit shall 
not alwaYs :.::.trh·c with man.'' And when Noah had warned 
them one hundred and t\Yenty ye:l.rs,· He withdrew His spirit 
and drowned the world. The 21st · ve1·sc is like the figure 
wheretllltO c>cn b:lptism doth also now save us, (not putting 
:l.W:l.Y the Hlth of flesh, but the answer or :1. good conscience to
ward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Paul's letter 

: to the Hebrews, 11th chapter :md 7th verse, "By faith Noah 
being "'arned of God of thmgs, not seen as yet, moved with 
fe:l.r, prepmetl an :trk for ·,he s:wing of his house, by the which 
he condemned the world :md bec:J.me heir of the righteousness. 
which is by t:~.ith." · 

We will' now close our rem:uks upon the first passage of 
seript.ut·.;. .All :Uiirm that No:th could not h::~xe been saved by 
at'c:w drop;, of wate1-, nor the Savior resurrected ft·om a few 
grains of sand. This shows that we must exercise faith in 
o1·der to be baptized. The like figure whereunto even baptism 
doth :1.lso now save us. {not putting :l.W:l.J the filth of the 
flesh. but the !\nswer of a good (~onscicnce toward God,) by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. B:lptism is a sign of regenera· 
tion :md ~~new mlmnct· oflife; old things have p:l.ssed away, all 
things h:l\'C become new with us; n·e become proper subjects 
when we hecome christhl.ns, being dead to the world. We are 
baptized for the dMd, a figure of sah-ation by the resurrection 
of ,Jesus Christ, in immersion. , ·There is this figure set forth 
phl.inly. Xo other mode could set forth a burial; resurrection 
:t.nt1 sal ,·atio. from the deluge. The ark prefignreth our salTa
tion in the ehurc:h ~rom God's wrath by baptism, and th:J.t 
through t.lac pO\Yer of Christ's resurrection to which. we b~n 
our c·onformitr, when we ltl'C r:lised from the w::~.ter. Jesus 
comm:tnc.ls :ui ohserY:J.n<:.e of the rite in the following solemn 
words: •·AU pow~t· is given unto me in heaYen and in ea.rth; 
go yc, therefore, and te:tch all nations, baptising them in the 
nmne of th<.: Father, Son and Holy Ghost." Every· word of 
this ccmunis:sion, and all the circumstan:ces connected with it, 
tend to show the importance ofB:tptism-thc dignity of the 
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Ant.lwr, t.!ll! time of it~ <lcliYI~t-y, the :tllu,.iult tu Ulliwm~:d do
minion, the :\:>soc:i:\tion of b:tpti~'<m "l\"it.h the tcnc:hin~;:: nf na
tions, an1l its rcbt10n tl~ the F:tthcr, ::;on :md Holy Glto>:t; :~1-
so on the mcmor:tblc tl:ly of p<mtcco:4, Peter, under the direct 
intlnClJ<·c t>f the H<lly Ghollt. thu" comm:mued th<~ ~twakencd 
JC\\"S t<\ repent :~nd be b:tpti:~od, ,.,·nry one of you in thr. nn.mc 
af .Jesus Christ. Fot· the !'emission of sins, .ref:; us <:.:1-mc from 
Nazn.rcth of Galilee :md wns b:tptized of John in .Jord:m; and 
stl':tightway coming up outofthe water he st~-w the hc:wcns 
opcnctl :mtl th<l spirit like :l (tcwe del>centling, and heard :\ 
voic-e s:1_:;ing ·'This is my belo...-cd ~on, in \'O'hom I ~m well 
pleased. .JOSEPH APPERSON. 

CHURCH DE<.:ORUl\1. 

l. The church may <dwose :1 p:ti\tor annually, -:tt the last 
t·egnla•· conference in associ:ttional year, or, if thc.:r prefer it. 
mny. choose n p!l.Stor for n.n indefinite length of time, to contin
ue from yc..'l.r to yea.r, so long :ts he m:ty deem it pro pet· to keep 
up the connection. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor muy be chosen at 
:\ny other time: hut ift'he choice he made n.t a spcci:Ll confel·· 
cncc, the time mnst he appoiiltcfl nt :1 monthly meeting of the 
c·hurch. 

'3. The p~t.Stot· shall be moder:1tot· ot' the church, but when he 
is: !l.bscnt, or docs not sit as moderator, being pre;;ent. some 
sni~b1e bmtber sh:1.ll be :1ppoirite1l to sit in his plnce. 

4. There shall be two or more dc:tcons in the church, whos~··. 
dutv it shall b<~ to superintend tlw c-ollection and disburse- ·: 
ment of all contributions made hy the chm<'h for the pastor, ·: 
etc.., and to distl"i!Jut<: the bre:td nntl 1vinc in the ndministr.l.-
tion ofthc Lrml's Supper. "" 

5. The dc;;~.oons shn.ll also take notice of such members a~ 
refuse or neglect to p:trtake of the Lord'~ Supper,. a:cd endc!tv-. 
or tp llS<:t't't..'lin the c..'l.use, that the same may be laid before th~ 
church in con terence, if nccess~ry. · · · . . . · 

6. Some suitahle member sh:tll bo appointed clerk, and 1t. 
shAll be his duty t<Hlo :1.11 the rccClrcling :md <>thet· w1·iting per• · · 
tn.ining to the business of the church, and to prescr,·e a file 
of the tninntcs of the :u;sociation. · 

7. When:~ new ::lerk is appointed. :Lll the books, "minatcS,:. · 
c~. b<:longiug to the clerk, shall b~ inmlctli11tcly deli\'ercd.tO 
lnm by his predecessor. . . · . . . 

S .. \Vh<>n the church 1lccms it nc,,ess:wy, a committee ~f . 
less than three umlc members, well :t~:quaintcd with busme~s, :·. 
shall be appointcrl, whose bnsine::ts it sh:~.ll be to givo adVIC~ 
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to brethren who apply to them rc!:l.tivc t.o cases of uC!tling, 
etc. with the church. 

9: The church shall hold u two uuys meeting monthly, cm
br:J.cin" Saturday und the Lord's clay following, the first of 
which ~h:1ll be the rcgulll.r time of c<mference. . 

10. It shall be the duty of every member, male and temule., 
to attend each conference meeting if they can, for on that tby 
the pa;;tor is expected to instruct the church in a ~pecial m:l.n
ner by civing plain and pointed lessons on doctrine, discipline, 
and thc~rules of holy living. . 

11. Any male member who shall !:l.il to attend three succes
sh·e conferences, and any mcmbl!r, whatever, who may be gen
crilly remiss in uttending the meetings of the church, accord
in« to the covenant, :uticle 10, shall be cited to appear in con
fe;ence and answer for his neg·lect; but th~ chu1·ch may ex
empt members from this rule if necessary. . 

12. Conferences shall be opened.lllld conducted as follows: 1. 
Prayet", unless divine service h:.ts just. been concluded, and 
ge11cra.lly then. 2. Im·itc visiting brethren to!!. ses.t. 3. Open a·· 
door for the ·recept10n of members. 4. Call for absentees. 5. · 
For acknowledgments. 6. For references or deferred b.nsiness. 
7. ·For matters of.dealing, which are·inorderto come before the 
church. S. For miscellaneous business. . 

13. Visiting brethren. as also helps called in from ·sister 
churches, shall be :Ulowed to speak and make motion.~ or sec
onds, but not allowed to vote. 

1·:1 • ..An orderly member of the Baptist Church, which does 
hold this church in fellowship may be received into the 
rch ·without a letter, when it is made :tppn.rent.that ·his 

· chtJ.r:~tcter is· unimpeachable, :Ul.d that he has ap-· 
. ·a letter, and could not obtain 1t because he desired 

'this or some sister church. All other persons must 
letter ()t by baptism. . . 

member shall be received without the. unanxmousv 
·ofthe members present; but unreasonable objMtions 

be\·alid; · :mel unless withdrawn, the member who: 
,t~~ shall be lhl.ble to. be t:l.ken. under de:1.ling by the · 

the moderator· calls for :1.bsentees the clerk shall 
the church what mlllc members have b~en absent from· 

__ successive conferences, and the moderator shall appoint 
~rother or brethren to cite each of them to the next con~ . . . . .. ~ . 

lllembct· sh~tll be expelled unless he ll:ts been· cited· 
. i.ttee or. not' .. ·~ ~n,.·;.,.·_ .. ,_;.,.~ hi· writ1ng"to :~.ttend at· his trial, provided his resi-
h ·busi.nc~s,: . to the .. church. 
~\"C adVlce... a witness, not a tncmber.of this church, is intro-
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dll<:etl. be "h:tllnut. hu cx~unineu till the quc;;tiun hm< i•L·ett put 
to Lhc- dHll"L"h, "\nil \'Otl he:l.r the testimouv of Lhi" wit:H'xs!"" 

1 U. The cducnc:.l.! iu every c:tsc of <le:~lini :md :LektnJWll!d•·-
mcnts sh:tll he minut.ed in the church boof(. "' 

.20. :\fcmbcrs dismissed from this church bv lettL'r wi.Jo bc
<-<nne Lli>;l•l\lerlv, or Nmtinne to hold their lettl!rs witi.Jout :t 
g0(Hl rola,;on ::di:tll l>L' dt.cd to <•onfcretw"" to :m:;wc:r tin· their 
contluc:t. 

. 21. Expelled member~; m:1y berestort<.l to t'alltl\Tship on t.heir 
petit.iou. it" their wnlk since expulsion hns convin(~cd the c·hurch 
thll.t they h~ve sincerely repen1;ecl of theit· formet· C\"il c(Jucln<:t. 

22. A Yote Fih:J.ll not be taken upon :my qnc:>t.ion "·ithout a 
mC>ve :md second, :mi.l in :1.1l import:l.nt questions ti.Jc \'Ote sh:1ll 
be t:tken bv rh;ing to the feet. 

::23. No 1~1otiou ·shall b~ made while a mon.· and ~e(·ond is.be
fore the cunteren<:c. 

24. It sh:tll be c·onsi.dqreu disot·det·h• for ~ny memher to ab
sent himself from Nmference when ::m· i.mport:mt q1.1e;:tion is 
to be decided: l>ut :\member upon his l·equest ma~· bl! e:xempt
ed by the d:iui·ch from voting on .eitlw1· side in peculiar cases. 

25. No member :>ball leave the house dnring conference with 
out:\ stdficient c:tnsc, nor engage in cotn-ersation or wui:>pe~·ing, 
without 1)eing subjec:t to he called to order hy the m,xlcmtor. 

2G. All discussions in confcrenee mnst h<! · cumlnc·ted with 
calmness and good frceling: those who stieak mttst :tri~>c to 
their feet :md :~.ddress the mocler:\tor, :~.nd keep to the point in 
dcb:tte. . . 

27. No one sh:lll spe:\k. ruore th:tn three times on the . same 
motion. without permission ft·om tlie moderatot·, nor shall the. 
remarks ot' .:my one he nnrcason:.~.bly long. · · · · 

28; 'When the modcrawr speaks in deb:\te, hem nst non~inatc 
some brother mndurator i.n hi~ stc:ttl. · . · 

29. No one sh:1ll be interrupted while spc:tkii1g. unless it is 
ne<~ess::t.t·> to {·~tll him to order. · : 

·30. It ·sh:tll be the l'ule of the chmch to attend to the· !tel-; . 
mi.niSt1":1.tion or the I .. ortl's Supper, !l.t leMt tour times :1 . . .. . 

:mel the expenses :tl'e to he p:lid hy the church. 
31. :Members not in good standing slmll not <:ommunc, but 

the :tdmimstr:t.tion sh:t.ll not he deferred on :1cc:ount of n.ny o1·· · 
<linnry m::t.ttcr of tlc:1Hng. • · 

32: .Feet washing shall he :tttcu<.leli to i1s 
proper. 
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:~3. Pnb!\t~ f:tsting, hu1~1ili:1tion :m<l prayer, shall he nnsc.r.--:*'' 
ed on proper oe:c:1sions. · .. 

:~4. The decorum mav be :1ltered or 11.mended bv the vote 
two·thirds of the members present :\t :ti:ij 'two succcssi"'."' .. '~ "'"'"'· 
monthly c:onferences. · ·: 
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GOYERN11.fENT AND ORDINANCES. 
1. '\Ve belic,·c th:tt :l. rwpel cllll·~·c!t., or :.1. church of Christi~ 

a cona-rc""::ttion of christiuns con:-titutcd :m<{ go\'"crned :tccord-
in"' ~ tb~ rules l:J.id do,.n in the New Te;;t:iment. ' 

2. Th:1.t these rules require chut·ches to preserve the form of 
.,.0 vcrnment s.nd the ordinances of the first christian churches. ' 

. ~nd to be composed of baptized believers in Christ. . 
3. Thllt th~visa;le cltl~t·clt is the aggregate or whole number 

of «ospel churches; and that the. invisible chut·ck is composed 
of the redeemed now in heaven, !tnd of such christians on ca.rth 
!Ls ::tre not at.t:lchcd to the visible church according to gospel 

• rule. · 
4. That the establishment of a central or catholic govern

ment over the visible church, or nny part thereof, is a device 
of e:uthly :lmbition, repugnant to the word of God, subversive 
of the churches and dangerous to the libertiesot men~ . 

· 5. That gospel churchas are the only ecclesiastical bodies or 
tribunals authorized by the scriptures, that each church has 
the unrestricted right Lo udminist(;)r its o'l'rllgovernmant;without 
suspension or intcrf~rence, being under Christ, essentially in
dependent and absolute; a.Je.d that if this right be sun;endered 
tO a superintending jurisdiction, by delegation or otherwise.. 

. the :t~sembly then ceases to be a gospel church. , . · · 
· 6. That churches may. nevertheless, we suppose, meet. by 

. ··delegates, form an association, and decl:u·e the ter.ms upon 
·which they will keep up a friendly correspondence; but that 
: the_ l-ights and authority of churches heing inailenable; are in 

. ;.no wise compromised or hindered by entering into an associ:1. .... 
· ,·tion; and therefore that associations ha>e no shadow of author

churches, or individua.ls, their only ',powers -being to 
~·-" ...... '"<.:"business, whlch docs not pertain to churches in their·. 

c~tl capacity, to promote mutoal intercourse, and· a 
... v,u'PnT ......... ~- of volunta.rt effort, !l.nd to give that advice to 

migl1t, .with equal au~hority, be give~: by any 
~ ... 

authority ~!.churches is designe~ fortheperpet-
.. true religion of the gospel, :md for. the presarva· 
.. ·pure. and orderly body of christians on earth; that it 
sufiicioot for the purposes intended, but that it does 

__ , .. ,-.Jf:<:&-~:~~~>:~,nd to the persons, property or conscience of men in any 
. 

set~-:~~:;il1:~1~t~l!1i the only requisites to church membership, are faith 
and obedience to the gospel; tha.t faith in Christ 

Rt~·,·~~~CJ~s~,l'i.l.v_ exists in connection with the belief in the funda.-
of christia.nity, and th:tt to prescribe any other 

church membiu·shio, is nn assumnti.on of anthon-·. . - -
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t_Y onth;~ p:u-t, of the dtUrd1.aud :• <lepr,rtm·~ th11n t.lw plan oi' 
thr. l!•',pcl. 

~- Tu:~t the citliccrl'l of !l. church m;e cldm·s :1.ud de:~con;;: th:1t 
··elders ~we ~tlso <·:llletl bishot>S or p:tst<n·s; th:tt a.H chkr~ ~trc 

1\(;u:'l in r:mk. though they tu:J.y perform <.liffcrcnt functions. 
sin<'c some m~y be the bishops or p:1stors ofp:trti.cnl:~r c·.hnn:h
cs. while others m:ty hcl "imply chlcrs. hnvin?: Ill\ pa:;t~r:ll 
ch:trc:e-. 

10: That the:tUthorityof the minister of the gospel c:s:tctuls
to t.e:t<:hing, cxhort.:ttion imu rehnke. hnt n(lt further: t.h:tt he 
eannot pct·form any uct which belongs w the authodt.;r of the 
churdt, such :\S the reception of mmuoors into the church cou1 
pat't.. or tbe e..-;pulsion of offenders~ that as :l. mcm bel· of the 
chnrc:h he is no more th:m !l.n:r othet· memhcr. :md if he is guil
ty of t1·.r.nsg:rcss~nn. he is to be bt·ought to trhtl bt:fore his 
brethren; uncl convir·tcd or :.1.cquittecl in the sumc manner :\s if 
he .were a prh·a.te person;· yet we think it prudent· .:~.nd 1n·opc1· 
to <::tH in ach·i:!>m)· helps, espcci:1ll~· if the minister iit i-0 i)c tl'icd 
11 pon :l. churgc ,;f heresy. • · 

11. Tlmt christian baptism il> the irinnei-sion of a hclievcr in 
~atcr, in thc na.mc of the Fat.hQi·. ~nd of the Son, :m.d of th<: 
Hol\" 'Ghost. · · ' · · 

12. Th:1t tlw Lord's St\ppct· is :m nrdin:\tt<·e to he ob,;:er\"cd 
in tiw chur<:h till the Lo·1'd comes. 

13. Th:\t elders anc1 rle:t!!ons must be set !\part. t•) thcit· otfi:.:c 
hy m·din:ttion, or tlic imposition of the lHmd::; of the pres byte· 
rr. :>nd pmyer, without which they ~trc m)t :mtlwrizcll to .:Hl
minilltcr the ordinances P.Crtaining to thcit• :·c~pc<:t.ivc oGkcs. 

~ 
. ' DOCTl~lN A.I, vmws. 

l. We belic,·eth:.t the holyBibl<' WM ~rittcn by men 
ly inspired, ~nd is~ treasure of heaYenly instruction; that it 
h~t~ God for· its author,. s:~.lvu.tion for its end, and truth without· 
uny mixture of error for its ru~ttter;. that i~ · reYculs the 
pies by ~·hicb God:will judge ns, and. tber:efore th:1.t 
remain with us to the end of time. the true centre ef .. 
\Inion, nnd tl1e ·supreme stundard to wllich n.lllluman 
and opinions should conform. · 

2. Thl'-t there· is one true and living God, whose name is 
ltovah. the M~tkcr !l.u!l Ruler l)f H~wcn :c.nd "'''wr.•_c;s·H1::.:J 
hly glorious in holiness, worthy of .-U possi1>lc 
dcnc:c t\n<l lo\'C revealed in the pcrson~tl di!';tin<:tion of . 
Son !l.n<l Holy Ghost, cqnal in every divine perfection, :md 
ccuting clistinct hut harmonious oflk·es in th<' gr<•:\t· work 
.redemption.. · 

3 .. Th!tt man w~Ls m·catcd in a st!~tc of holiness· under 
la.w of his Maker, hut by \'ohmtary tr~tns_grcssion fell 
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that holv :u11l- h:tppv st.:•t.e, in c11nscq twn<:c or whid1 man j.TC 
now sinnr.rs. not bv eonstmtnt bnt by choke, bcin..,. b,· nntnre 
utterly void of th;t holinC$>' required hy the l:tw or"" God, wbol
h· given to the gratilic:ttion of the world. ut' S:tto.n :md their 
0'1\"ll Sinful pnssiOtlS, :mfl therefore Under jn::;t. COTHlemna.tion to 
eternal ruin, withont dcfenee or C:lt.:Qotlsc. 

cwl" 
tt he 
: the 
COlll 

4. Th:\t the s:tlvn.tion ot' sinners is whollv of ~~·:•ce. throu"h 
mediatorin.l otlicc of the Son ot" God, ,~ho took upon him 

our n:tturc, yet withont sin; honored the 1:\w lly his personnl 
obedience, and made ::~.tenement for sin by his den.th; · be~ng 

· · risen from the dead, he is now enthroned in hc..·wen, ::md unit-

r the 
;guil
e hi!> 
r :ts if 
ilt"O~)Cl' 

etncd 

ever iti 
of the 

)i.l' olfi::c 
rcslwtc
,\ to ::\tl
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inrr in his wonderful person the tenderest symp:1.thies with t~i
vi~c perfection, is every way qualified to be a suit..'1.blc, a cot.n-
p3.ssionate, :1nd all sufficient Sa...-ior. · 

5. That the gre!l.t gospel blessing which Christ of his full
ness be~tows on such ns belie"l"e on him is justification; thj.t 

. justification consists in the pardon of sin ::md promise of eter
nal life upon principles of righteousness, that it is bestowed, 
not in conshlct·ation of anything which we have done, but solec 

.. ly through his own t:ightt,!ousness and \ltonement, and that' it 
: brin~ u~ inti) ::t state of most blessed pence and f:.wo:- with 
:~·God.- . . . : .. 

", :· 6. Tliat the blessings of s::tlY!!.tion arc made free t~ all by the 
gospel, th~lt· it is the hnmcdiatc duty of ull to rccch·c them by 

·. :~:mrdi:J.l and obedient t"aith, and that nothing pre"l'ent_s" the 
,; s!ll,.-ation ofthe gre:J.tCSt sinner upon es.rth but his OWil "t""Oltm.". 
').:try rcfus:J.l to submit to. the Lord, Jesus Christ, which refusal· 
:will subject him to :m aggr:wated conclenm:1.tion. 

·· .G. That in order to be sa·red, we must be regenerated or born 
"l'iTte--i:·:.:·""'o.au1; th:1.t 1·egeneration consists in giving a holy dispocition 

:.1.nd is eflccted in a manner above our comprchen· 
the power oi the Holy spirit. producing volunt:J.ryobe-

!11';"'··::--•'-" to the gospe~ and th3.t its proper eviuencc is found in 
fruits which we bring forth to God: . 

election is thcgrscious purpose of. God, accord~g. 
rcgene.mtcs, ·S:lnctifies an<l saves sinucrs; that be" 
consistent with the ft•cc :tgency. of m3.n it com· 
the means with the en<1; th!l.t it is n most glori- · 

"of God's goodness, being infinitely wise, holy, un-
n.,.,·fi~l'l'-·:-:"~~;~.11~<~::t1llG; ·th:\t it Utterly C..XclUdeS bO:tSting :tnd proroOtCS 

• -rJi~;~~lll.llit;'-·,-praycr, pr!l.ise, trust in God, :J.nd acti.-e. imit::.tion of 
.:mercy; tlw.t it encourages the use of means in the 

that it is the founrl:ttion of christian assur::mc:e; 
to !l.sccrt:l.in it with rcg:lrus to ourscl"t""CS, dem.'lnds 

"'-"l:>Cl"l'f>.<: our utmost diligence . · 
preserving: atT.:tc,hment. of trne hclievcrs to Christ. 
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i~ l·hC grnn<l m:~rk whid1 distinguishes them from ~npl'rficinl 
professors; t.hnt a speci:1l !Wovid{)nce w:~.tchcs ()\'Cr t!J<'il' '•cl
l:n·c, and that they arc kept, by the p01\'Cl' of G,,tl, through 
fnith unto s:.th·ation. 

10. That t.iu~ b.w of God is aternal, unch:~.ngcablc rull' r>f 
·government: th:~t iti:; holy.just :md good; ::.'nd tha.t. the 

bility which the scriptures ascrtbc to f.1.llen man to fdtill 
precepts arises entirely from their lo.-c of sin, to deliver 
fr·om which. n.nd to restore them. through a 1\Icdin.tor. to 
fe1gncd obcdiCU{'.e W t.hc boJy law, is one design of th<? gospel, , 
:mel of the mC:lns of gr:lcc connected with the esta.blish mcnt · : 
of the l'isiblcchttrch. 

·11. That thcfimt da...- of the week is the Lord's da'\', or Christian. 
Sabbath; thnt it sho11la be kept Mercd to religious pi1rpo;;ci by nb-· · 
st,tining from all sc<·11hlr labor:;tnd recreation, by. tho directobscn·ance 
of a11 the me:m::. oi gn\cP., both priva.t.c and public, <md bv'prepamtion 
for the rest which l'Cm:tins for the people of God. · 

l!!. That chi! g<wcmmcnt is of di'l'ine ap!)Ointment for the interest 
and good order of human .society: that the magjstrat(;S :m~ to be 
pr:wed for <'.o.nscietiously, honored, und obevcd in all thin::s not con· 
tr:trv t.o the' will of our Lord Jesus Christ, wiio is the lArd <if the ccn-

. sci en~. arid the .prince oi the kings of the e:mh. 
13. Th:tt there is a radi~l and essent!a.1 difference between tl1e 

rl~htcous and the '\\icked; that such only are justified by i:tith in the 
name of the L()(d Jesus, and s.:mctified by the spirit or God as :l.I'C tro-
1...- righteous in his estct:m, while all such a.." continue in impeRitencc 
:ind \mbeliei, arc in his sight, wicked and undqr the curse, and this 
distinction holds nmon:: men both in and af".cr death. · 

14. That the end of this world is approaching! when Christ will de-· 
scend frcm he..'l.\"Cn, :~.nd rsise the de:td irom t.hetr :;'f:l.\•cs to final ·re
tribution; that n. solemn sep!tration will then take place, the right4 

.. , 

cous bai.n;!: ::tdjudged to everlMting h:1.pP.ines8, and the wicked to end- . 
less punishment; and thi.'l judgment will iix forever the fin::~.l st.'l.tc of· 

- men, in he:l\'('n or hcl1, on principles oi rightcollsn<>~s. · 

. P. o.-That the public m:ty not be mistaken in regard TO the :tbO'I"C 

articles, "'e think pr~pcr to 8t.'l:te th..'l.t they nrc not desi;;ncd as n creed 
or rule to oo set up M. a test of church fellowship, but merely as a dec". 
la'ration o! our -prh·atc.opinions and. sbonld be referred to onl(. · 

- such. For we hold thnt to ::<ct up n crce<l or rule 3.." a test of . . 
fc1lowship is wholly :repugnant to the word of God, nn :>.s>•umpt.io:n 
::mthoriy upon the 1mrt oi the church, and an acknl;lwlctlgmcnt of 
thcr head oith~ chureh, when-weare taught in the \\'Qrd of God 
Chril•t is the :mprcu1c head of the church., and thl• on!~- \aw 
ThcrcCore, we hold that tl_lc scriptures of the new tr:st:tmcnt are 
word oi God, and the only infallible rule of laith :tn<l pml~ticc that 
cry man h:t." the ri:;ht tO his opinion, a.nd:m eqnal ri;ht to ""'nr<:ss•·~: 
them in .any way th.at is not in \'i<>btion to the word of God, or 

.,. right '>f hi"' ieFow-man . ...... 
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