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MINUTES . 

The fifty-tlllrd et>ssion of .the ChAttahoochee .Freewill B1ptist .\.8-
eociation met with Bethel Church. Macon county, Ga., on Friday 
and SatnTday, October 5th and 6th, 1888 

The lntroduc•ory sermon was rlelivt-rt>d by Rev. W. C. Duffell, of 
()olum bus, Ga., from Matthew, 16: 16-''Tbon art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God." 

After an intermieaion of one boor the body wu called to order by 
W. C. Doft'~ll, Moderator f>TO eem., and moved anc seconded t.hat J. 
'M. Rray act ss Clerk pro tern.. 

Calltd for COm>8ponding lettfare and received lettera from fifteen 
• churches, and J. M. Bray and J. M. Posey r .. ad the col'l'f'sponding 
wt letters. The names of tbe deleJ[atf>s were enrolled.· 

/,-.-:-- Moved and seconded to elect Moderator and Clerk by ballot, which 
,_ resulted in the election of D. J . A ppeJ'BOn, Moderator; W. 0. Duf­

fell. A.seistant Moderator, and J. M. Bray, Clerk. 
Called for petitionary lettera and receivPd pe~tions from fsmr new 

dJnn;b., which were read by Rev. J. T. Koblbt. Bei11g received, 
the nglit hand of fellowship '\\as f'Xtended to the delegates, fil15t by 

• 

the Moderator, followed by the body, and their names enrolled. o 
Called for corresponding delegatRs from sister associations, and 

~v. C. 0. :Mnrtin, from tbe Martin Asro~iation. responded and was 
received by the band of fellowship first by the MOderator, followed 
by the body. · 

Proceeded to apJ:)oiot tb~ following committees: 
1st. On PreachinJ[-J. M. McGlamery, J. A. King, J. H. Lenear, 

Andrew Posey and E . Garrett. _ 
2d. On Obitnarfee-J. M. Bray, W. C. DotrellLJ. T. Knight. . 
-3d. On ~mance-J. M. Bray Bamey Parker, E. Garrett. 
4th. On A.rran~ments-J. R. Brown, B. B. Watson, W. 8. Lock• 

bart, W. H . Justice, Willjam Parker. 
5tb. Oi> tbe State of the Chnrches-J. M. Bray, S. N. Little, W. C. 

Duffell, W. B. ;nstioe. 
6th. 0 11 Sabbatb.·schools-J. M. Bray, Jas. FoUord, B. B. Watson, 

W. S. Lockhart. 
. . 7th. On the Standin~ of the Ministry-E. Garrett, P. S. Wall, W. 

S. Lockhart, William Parker, James .Fulford. 
CaJle4 for the report of the Preacb.i.ng Committee, which reported 

u follows: Bev. Barney Parker to preach to-night, followed by J.' 
M. Poeey.J. M- Bray to preach at 11 o'clock to-morrow,J. R. Brown 
to follow. l 

Moved and eeconded to adjoUrn until te morrow morning at 8 
o)clock. · 

.• 

Stnging, and prayer by Rev. David Joiner. ~ ' 
Friday night the etand was occupied by Rev. Barner Parker, who I 

preached a noble I!Jel'IDon from John 3: 14: ' And u Hosea Ufted up 
t.be serpent in the wildemee, even ao must the Son of man be lifted 
up, that ~hoeoever loobt.h upon him ahna.ld not ~ but have 
neduting life. tl 



•. 
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~~. ' ... 
.. • &TUaDA. Y MoBNmo, 's o'clock. 

The bo(ly me~ according to adjom:nment and was called to order 
by the Moderator, and the oTder of busineea aaaumed -
Sin~g,andprayer by J.D. Kidd. · 
The fim ~uameee was w call for 1he' reading of the ·circular letter, 

and tber~ being no circular prepared, agreed to publish oDe writtA!n 
and published some years ago. 

Called for Tnw!urer 'a report for 1887: 

. TREASURER'S REPORT. 

Paid for printing Minutea ... .. ....... ...... ... .': .......... ................... .$25 00 
Paid to Clerk ..... .' ........ .... : ....................... ...... - ..................... 15 00 
Paid for postage ...... : ...................... -.... .. .......... ................... 4 50 
Balance oo baud ........ : ...... ~ ............ ,............... ...... ..... ..... ... 6 00 

0. 0. M A.RTJN, Treasurer. 

AJrr8ed to divide the. balan~ on• hand.between the Chattahoochee 
and the Martin .AalociatioDs. '/ . 

Moved aDd seconded to erase lrom our corresponding letteri tbe 
amo1tllt from E'ach church paid to pMtors. After some warm dieeu.e­
sion by Rev. J. M. Posey and others, the motion was put to the 
hou.ae and carried. 

Mo:ion aud second to elect Rev. Bitney Parter, Treasurer. MotioD 
put to the house and carried by a ·~uimous vote. 

Oalled for l'f-port of Oo:nmitte8 ~~~rangements. 
,:.-- -... 'lf . 

REPORT ON MJ.~ANGEMENTS 

We, your Committee. of Ar~bJ. beg ~8!'ve to submit the 
following report: We recommeDd that we divu;'e the Aasociation 
into two distticiiJ for our union meetiDp and thoee union meetings 
to coDvene as follows :( First di.lti;~ to·con"Yene 'With Trinity Ohurcb, f 
Taylor county, Ga., and to commence on Friday night Defore the 
fourth Suday in July, 1889, and tbe Introduetory eermon to be de­
livered by J . M . Bl'&y and Joeeph R. Brown, altemate. Conveyance 
will meet delegates at Howard on Friday. The SecoDd diatrict to· 
conv.Jile at Sweet Prospt'ct <i'bli\'Ch, Jackeon f'OUDty~ Fla., 10 mile& 
south of Campbdlto~ ana· to conveoe on Friday Dight befon, the 
first Sunday in Angust; 1889, · · 

Called for petition for the next Associa*ion. One from Pleasant 
Bill Church, Scbley co11Jl~, Ga., and one from New Pto~pect, Taylor 
county. After some disctuBion it was .carried to New Proepect 
~burcb and to commfiDce ou Tb111'8day mgbt before-the firat Sunday 
in October 1889, Rev. D~vid Joiner to preach the Introductf>ry eer­
mnn, BeT.'Bamev Parker, alternate. Conveyancewiijmeet delegate& 
~ ~ynolde on Thureday. . 

Motion to adjou.ml Si.DgiDg, and prayer by J. T. Knight. 
At ll o'clock thA etand wa occupiM by J. M. Bray, wno preached. 

from Bom.ana 8 :'29, 30,31: "Upon the forelmowledge and the pre­
destine purpoeea ot God," f~llowed by J. R. Brown. 

·The bo~y was called to order by the Mooel'&tor. 
SiDling, and pra,er. by J·. M. Pbley. 
()&lled for report. of Commt'* on ~•nee. 

2 o·cvoJt P. K. 
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MINUTES. 5 

REPORT ON FINANCE. 

We, your Finance E:Jommittee, submit as follows : 
B.eceived for M.inntes .....• : .. ...... .................. ....................... $28 40 
Received from former Treasurer........................................... 3 00 

Total atQount received ..... .... ......... ........................... ......... $31 40 

Respectfally submitted. J. M. Bray, E. Garrett, Barney Parker. 
Called for · 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 

We, your committee, submit the following report: 
Inasmuch as we find s::»me of our churches goiD~ forward in 

this part of the Master's work, we hea\'lily recommend that all oul' 
.churches take part in this very important matter. 

Oalled for report of Oommittee on 

THE .Sl'ANDING OF THE MINISTRY. 

We, your committee, fhd all our minisU>rs in g<lod standing 
throughout the Assocfation, for which we: feel we should praise tbe 
Master. . 

R,•port of Oommittee on 

THE STATE OF THE CHURCHES. 
We, your committee, :find all the ch1ll'ches in R'OOd standing, and 

we find that the Lurd bas blessed many of them with gracious re­
vivals, and sons and Jaughters added to the church, and ·new 
churches' have been constituted, and young ministers have entered 
the ~eld, and a general progr~ss of our cause. 

A motion was put before tbA house to drop off the foot-note at 
the boitom of the Doctrinal Views in our Mi nutes. The motion 
was put to a vote and f'arried. 

Appointed· corrPsponmntz delegnws as fo)lowa: 
To the Martin Freewill Baptist .A.esociation-J. M. Bray and J. T. 

Knight • 
To the South~tern Aesociation of .Alabama-David Joiner. 
B tMJlvtd, That we tf'nder our thank-s to the good brethren and 

i!ist.frs and friends in the vicinity of Bethel Church for the kipd hos­
pitality shown us during our sojouro amonsz them. 

A motion was made to ray the Clerk $10.00 !or his services. 
Voted upon and the motion carried. 
Moved and lleconded to adj .>nrn. 
Sang a hymn. . : 
Prayer by brother David Joiner, and adjourned to meet with New 

Prospect Church twelve months hence. 
Saturday night the stand was occupied by Rev. David Joiner. 

who preached u.s a ttood sermon from 1st P t?ter, 1st chapter and 
13th.~erse, followed by J.D. Kidd. 

Sunday tnorninf at 9 o'clock, J. T. ~ht addre&&>d the people 
irom 1st chapter o John and 8th verse. followed by S. N. Little. 

At 11 o'clock tbe .stand was occupied by C. 0. Martin, who 
·preached from Hebrews, 12th chapter and let verse • 

.A..t .3 o'clock the ttt.and 'was occupied by Rev. K. Maaaey, who 
I 

• 

• 
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left a lasting impreF&ion on the · min~ of the younJ ministry, frOm 
Paul's ch&Jlt8 to Timothy. • ,_1 

.• • 

Sunday night the stand was oCCJl..Pied by J . T. Kniaht, who­
prPached from the text, "Build tb~~ ark of gopher-wood." 

The p~r-ting hanrl was taken, aiid~:With many tears fbwing from 
mAny ey~s. the conJrTFgat.ion was dismiBSed by Rev. J. M. Bray, and 
all went olf feeling that it wss ~ood · to be there. -

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF ORD!.INED MU~ISTERS. 

D J • .Apverson ................ . ...... : ........ Poindexter, Schley county, Ga.-
J. M . Bray ........ . . ............................ Poindn:ter, Schley county, Ga. 
J . ;R. Brown ..................................... ; .Brantley, Merion county, Ga .. 
J . T. Knight ...................... .............. .... .. .. ...... ............ Grllfton , Ala. 
::{{. Maesey ......... •. : ...... ................ ..... . . .. : . ........ .. ... ......... Butler, Ga. 
S. N. Little ....... . : ...... ...... ; . .. : ... . .. ... ..... ~Rf.'ynolds, Taylor county, Ga. 
David J"iner .......... ; ..... ... ..... ...... ...... ......... ...... ... ...... Sbelman, Ga .. 
T. P . Youn~~: ............ ......... ~ .. ..... . -... , ........ . : .. .. .... .. .. . Columbus, G,a. 
W. C. Duft'ell.: ................ . . . , .... . ........ ..... .......... ......... Colp.mbus, Ga. 
Jas. Du'pree ............. .. ..... : .. .. ~ ............... ; ........... ...... Smithville, Ga. 
A. Smith ........ . . : ... .' ...... : ............. _.' . .'. .: ... _ .. .. .-............ Smithville, Ga. 
J. M. PI"Aey .......................... 7 ... ,/. •• _,,, ........... ; •••••• Reynold13, Ga .. 
Barney Parker ...... ............. , ..... .... ,. ... ...... ... ... ... .. : ... ... Americus, Ga. 
W • .4,. Hooks ............. :. ~ ............. : ........... .. .. ............. Columbus,- Ga. 

-~~· 
LICENT.i'\~ES. 

··~'l 
B 8. Johnson .................. .. : .... . . ;~ , ....... · • • n .. ~.Grangerville, Ga.. 
M. J·. Pryor ...... ..... ...... : ........ .... ;·t~ .. <:t. ..................... Cowarts, Ala. 
A. J . Jos1u:a ..................... .... : .... t.;...~~l!i0Jigview, Jackson countfe, Fla. . ... 'l·'~~ ..... ~... G '1 Ga JJesD. FKn~fdodrd_ ...... ........... , ... ...... ... .;::~· ..... »;· ...... ... .. .... ranEsc

11
erVlvill, e, ,...,_. 

• • 1 ...... ...... . ........ ........... ::... .......... ...... ..... ...... a e, U'Do 
~= ·r· -! 

• ..... ~. f ·= 

The OhaJtllhoochu .Aa~ociation to her 8Wer .Aa~Jeiawms: 
Dau BRET!ffiEN-Through the. kind providence of God, we have: 

met in another A.seociation. 011!' ~ession has been orl.e of reace and 
harQlbny, and brotbe:rly love seems tn ·exist in every bosom, and 
such a pentecostal sh~wer of ·G'>•l'd love fpread over us that it will 
leave a lastinK impi-esaion on thore who were J.>re&ent. 

May the grace of God and the un1ty of the Splrit ever rest and abide 
with you all is our pray:er. 

_ D. J. APPERSON, Moderator. 
W. C. DUFFELL . ..4,ai~tant Jlodirakm:. 
J .A.MES M. BRAY, Clerk. 

. . 

• 

• 
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REV. JOHN H. BRITTON • 

Diert, at.his home in Griffin, Ga.c in September, 1888, Rev. John 
H. Brittflll. Brother Britton joineo the Freewill Bal>tist Church in 
early liie, waa licensed to preach in 1885 and ordamed the same 
year, and became a nse.ful minister in buildiug up the church. In 
his death . th~ Freewill Baptiets of Columbus have sustained a great 
loss, Griffin has lost a good citizen, his ·wife a good husband . and 
his children a good father. May we allaapire to meet him. CLBPK. 

' FANNIE GAINES. 

Departed this li£8, May, 1888, in the twenty-fifth year of her age, 
sister Fannie Gaines; wh~ waa a consistent I.Oember of the Fiist 
Freewill Baptist Church, of Columbus, Ga., until the day when God 
yid, come up hightlr. Farewell, dear sister. We will try to meet 
yon where trouble is no more. 

SOLOMON WELCH. 

Sacred to the memory of our beloved bTOtbf'r, Solomon Welch, 
who died, August 17th, 1888. Brother Welch bad been a member 
of the Freewill Baptist Church for thirty-five years, and WM a 
member of . Spring Hill Church when God called him home. He 
leaves a dear companion and many children to Irlourn his loFs, but 
their loss is his gam.. '"The Lord giV€th, and the Lord taketh away; 
blessed is the 8 ame of the Lord." 

ELISABETH WILSON . 

.• 

Departed this life, on the 2d day of May, 1888, sister Elisabeth . 
Wilson, aged twenty·four years, three months and five days. She t • 
was a consisU>nt member of NeW" Prospect Church. She leaves &/ · 
loving mother and one little boy to mourn her loas. • 

. J . 1(. Poe:u. 

' 

' . 

.. 

• 
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. - CIRCULAR $ETTER . 

-
D~W" Brtl.hren-The iime bas come for us to address you tbroug;h 

the medium of a Circular Letter. We"now call your attention to the 
reason why we are called open communionists. First, Because we 
think that the Scriptures folly teach tb.at for which we design refer­
IjDg the reader to and 1et him examine for himself in t\1e word of 
God, and not simply ours only. And, Second, beca"se the convic­
tio~ of conscience. teaches the same in: all Christian experie~~ce, that 
an7 Christian s hould partake, at all times and on all occasions, as one 

. c9mmon people made clean by one commdn Spirit, and bas one com­
mon right in the SBme SP.iritu:al ordinance-,. as thef!3 ~ one common 
Law Giver and supreme head of the· church, to .which the whole 
Christian world should coDfonn in f!llfilling in the whole law of 
Christ, and they are calle4 upbn to thus abide in Christ ; and as they 
cannot do that temP.orally; it !)lust be done spiritually, a'S the only 
way we can see to'fulfill the ~w of Christ. ·It is not the temporal 
man that is to walk in the way· of '0brist, for he is carnal, •at~d not 
subject to the law of Christ, 11elth'er can be; hence it follows that it 
is thv oiritnalthat aTe called upon rotnlfill the spiritual law of Christ; 
and can it not be bast f\llfilled in C}tlmmunion of the body and blood 

, of Christ, or the emblems thus set fqrth, for when our Saviour had 
finished the work his Father gave Iii~ to do, lre prayed for his dis. 
ci plea that they might be o~E'. "~ncl~.either pray .I for these alone, 
but for them who· shall beheve on.n18~u~h theu word t hat thAy 
all may be one as thou, Father, artc&':Dleand I in thee, that they also 
msy be one in us." John, 17th · · !fit 20, 21 verses. 'Bot we see 
that all Christians do· not comm~"'~fbcr, and in this they are n ot 
one, and in which our Saviooi'rj~~jj~ is not answered ; from a 
want of union. the world-cannot 1>8\ievi:the Father sent the Son . 

Free communion rECO~niZ{!S·an..ab.riitUns. We. will mention a few 
paesages of Scriplure for the suppoJit <)ttfr.ee communion , to which we 
would respectruUy invite your attention: Exodus, 12th chapter, 
49th verse; Galatians. 36 9h~ttpter, 29th. :verse; .t\.cts, 15th chapter, 
9th verse; Numbers, 9th chapter, 13\ 14 verses; J ohn, 19th chapter, 
33,34 verses; Acts, 2nd chapter, -8th to 12th verees ; M~tthew, 26th 
-chapter, 20th verse; N nmbe:rH, 5th chapter, 2, 3 verses; Leviticus, 
22d clmpter, lOth verse: Mark. 14t~h chapter, 17, 18 verses ; J;uke, 
12th chapter, 14, 15 v~Ps; JohD, 13th chapter, 34th, 35th verses, 
and the 17tb chapter) 20,·21 verses; Ezf kiel, 44th chapter, to which 
is added the law of the ordinance c:f the Lord ; and showa also the 
law of the ordinance in the house of the Lord under the Jewish dis· 
pensation, and every Christian has a conviction in their heerts tb at 
when they see other Ohristians.coming to the communion, thA Spirit 
pointB out snch -christians and they feel like the ap ostle did when 
the Saviour journeyed with them and taught the Seriptnree, and 
they not knowing who be was until he unveiled himself to them in 
breaking of bread and vanished froln their sight ; and as they said, 
as all Ohristians might say wlienever they come in contact with, 
other Ohristiana, "Did not our hearts horn within us as be talked 
with ns· by th~ way, and unfolded to us the Scriptures?" SO' ieels 
and so is the experience in the conviction of the con&Cience of every 
Obristian when they m~et with others, and be&)' of heaven and learn 
the wav. Thls is the Spirit and that promise, a Comforter, that was 

/ 

•• 

•• 



MINUTES. 9 

sent to teach the way of all truth, and if this be trutb, why not walk 
in tha£ way; but we &ee Christians that will not commune with 
others; :aotwitbstanding tbe convictions, they will e.xpel even any 
one of their members for 80 doing, and when we see churches expel 
members for communing with other Christians, we cannot help ft>el­
~ thAt they are guilty of the same oftense that the Pope of Rome is 
when he usbrps authority Qver the conscience of others; and when 

• Baptist chmch or churches, or ass'lciation or associations, withdraw 
fellowship from a 'church or chnrches, thPy are guiltv of the same 
oft:e~'se in the sight of God. If thf're is a Scripture that teaches it, I 
have net seen it. and if it is as criminal as some would have, the 
Scriptures would sarely h"ve given us somewhere a warning against 
the practice 80 very sinful ; but I do not remember one single re­
proof or warning against such a practice; for Chrisl even communed 
with Judas, and set the example for each one to judgP. himself, and 
not for one or a dozen to judge for others who shall come to the 
Lord's t.ablP-, but for every one to judge himself, aU(\ so to ~t, and if 
he or they jud~e incorrectly and eat unwortbilytbecondPmnatiou to 
him or themselv~s, as the case may be, and not to the body, which is 
the church, and tbe hP.a.d of the church is Christ and not the pastor 

.a, nor the m(>mbers, and the only law giver is·God, the Holy Ghost, or 
W Comforter ana T~cher of all truth, and God is truth, hence, then, 

God is all and in all, and is ever to be obeyed in all thinga pertaininll 
to godl~ss. The Free Commnnionist or Liber~l Baptist is of as old 

\ .r--:-JU1 ori~ as any branch of the Baptist connection. Written by D. J. 

• 

,J Apperson. 

CHURCH DECORUM. 

1. The church may choose a 'Pastor annually at the last regular 
. Conference in Associatioual year; or, if they pr.efer it, may choose a 

pastor for an indefinite lenglh of time, to contJnue from year to year, 
so long as he may deem it proper to keep up the connection. 

2. When j t hecomes neceaeary. a pastor may he chosen at any other 
time; but if tbe choioo be made at a special Conference, the time 
must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the church. 

3. The vastor sb.\lll be Moderator of tb.echu-cli. but when heisab· 
, sent or does not sit as Mod~rator, being present, some suitable broth­

er sball be appointed to sit in his place. 
4 . There shall be two or more deacon.s in the «\horeb, whose duty it 

shalL be to superintend the collection and disbursement of all contri­
butions made by the church for the vastor, etc., and to distribute the 
bread a lld wine in the administration of the Lord's Supper. 

5. The deacons shall also take notice of such members as refuee or 
negle,.t to partake of the Lord's Sapper, and endeavor to ascertain 
the cause, thattbeeame may be laid b:Uore the cburcbin Conference 
if necessary. • · · 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed CleTk, and it shall be 
his duty to do all the recording and other writing pertaillin_g to the 
businees ot the church, and to preserve\ a tile of the minutt>s of the 
.Association. 

7. When a new Clerk is appointed, all t.he books, minutes. etc., be· 
longing to the Clerk, shall be immediately delivered to him by his 
predecessors. · 

1 

• 

.· 
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8. When the church deems· it .necessary, a committee of not less 
than three male members; well,t,~quainted with bminess, sball 
be appointed, whose business it •rum be to giv6 a<ivice to brethren 
who apply to Utem relative to ca'3e8<:Qfdealiu~, etc., witb th9 chu~h. 

9. The ch~h shell hold a two~~ meeting monthly, embracmg 
Saturdac.and the L->rd!s day folloWing, the first of whiehshall be the 
regular time of Conference. · ~ 

10 It"iiball be the duty of every,·member, male and fexnalt!, to.at­
tend each Conference meeti~ if t4ey can, for on that day the pastor . 
is eXpected to instruct the cbuTch· in a special manner by giving 
plain and pointed lesCJOns on doctrine, ~hcipline &nd the rules of 
holy living. 

11. Any male member who s~ fail to attend three successive 
ConferenCE's, and any member whatever, who may be generally 
remiss · in attending the meetings of the church, according to the 
covenant {A.rticw 10), shall be cited to appear in Conference and 
answer (or his neglect; bnt the church may exempt members 
.from this rule if n~y. · 

12 Conferences sha\l be· opened and conducted as follows: 1. 
Prayer, unless divine service has just been concluded, and gener· 
ally then; 2. Invite visi~g bretn(an to seats; 3. Open the doo1 
for the reception of mem9,~ra : 4. Call for absentees; 5. For ac­
knowledgm9nt~; 6, . For l'efei'nc"'8 o~ deferred business; 7. For mat­
~rs of daaling wbj.ch are in• ord,e11 to come before the church; 8. 
For miscellaneous buSiness. . / , ..., ' 

13. Visiting brethren, as. helps called in from SlBter churches, 
sba,j.l be allowed to speak and uiae motions or seconds, but not 
allowe'd to vote. · . • · 

14. An orderly membel' · of th~ . 'Baptist church, who does not 
hold this church in fellonhip, ~y be ·received into the church 
without a letter, when it is made..,Pj)!U'ent that his Christian char­
acter is unimpEachable, and th&tzlijf{ has applied for a letter, and 
could not obtain it because .be • . • to jom this or some sister 

· churcb. All other &sons in·nat'~ ·y letter or py bapti1m1. 
15. No member s-han be rec¢1v(jl hout tbe 1lpauimous consent 

of the members present; but limw)nable objections shall not be 
valid, and anlesa with'drawn., tli&itemb.er who makes them shall be 
liable to be talt~ under aealing~y :th.e church. 

16. 'W!len the Moderator callf.tor:a~ntees,'the Clerk shall inform 
the church what male membera;'hava b )aD absent from three snc· 
cessive,Oonfere~ces, and the.Moderaior ·sball ~P.point some brother 
or bretnren to c1te each of them to the next Oonference. 

17. No member shall be exyelled unless he has been cited ver~ 
bally or in writing to attend .at 1his. trial, provided 1lis residence be 
kno.:Al to the. church., · · 

18. When a witnest, not a member of this church, is introduced, 
he shall not be examilied till the question has been put to the 
church: Will you hear the testimony of this witness? 

19. The evidence in every C864' of dealing and acknowledgments 
Bhall be minuted in the church bOQk. ' 

20. Members dismissed from this church br.lettet, who become 
di11orderly or CO)ltinne to Jiold their letters w1thout a Jl:OOd reason, 
&hall be cited to Conference to answer for their conduct. 

21. Expelled membe:ra may be reetored to fellowship o:n their j)&­
titiou if their walk since e:xpnlsion has convinced the church that 
they have sincerely repented of their former evil conduct; 

• 

• 
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22. A ~te shall not be taken np~"~n any question With,nt a move 
and QeCOnd, and in all important questions the vote ehall be taken by 
rising to the feet. 

28. No motion ehall be made while a move and second is before 
tbe Conference. . 

24. Jt shall bA considered disorderly for any member to absent 
himself from Conference when an impr>rtant question is to be de-

• 
cided; bot a member npon his request may be exempted by the 
church from ~oting on either side in peculiar cases. 

25. No member shall leave the bouse during Conferenoe without a 
sufficient CfD.Se1 nor Pnga~e in co~versati,n or whispering, withou 
being subject to be call~ to order by the Moderator. . 

26. All disc088\0DS in Conference must be conducted with ca1mress 
and JlOod fee:iog; those who speak mnst arise to their feet and ad­
dress the M "lderator, and kePp to the point i '1 debate. 
· 27. No one shall speak mo~ thAn three tim('S on the same motion 
without permission from the Moderator, nor shall the remarks of any 
one be unreasonably long. 

28. WhP.n the Moderator speaks in Q.ebate, he must nominate some 
brother Moderator in his stead • 

......._ '29. No one ehall be interrupted while speaking tinless it is neces-
W sary to call him to order. · 

30 It shall be the rule of the church to a~nd to the administra­
tion of the T..ord's Supper 11t least lour times a year, and the expen868 
are to be paid by the church. 

31. Members not in good s\.anding shall not commune, but the ad­
ministration shall not be deferred on account of any ordinary matter 
of dealin~r. · 

32. Feet washing shall be attended to as the church sees proper. 
' ./~ 83. Public. fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on 
' proper occas1ons. 

• 
I 
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34. The Decorum may be altered or amended by the vote of two­
thil:de of the member& present at any two succeeeive monthly Con­
fert>nces. 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES . 

1. We believe that a ~ospel church, or a church of Christ, is a con­
~tion of Christians constituted an l governed according to the 
tules laid down \Jl the New Testament. 

2. That tbeee nuM require churches to preserve the form of gov­
ernment and the ordinances of the first Christian churches, and tQ 
be composed c f baptizsd b ' lievers in Christ. 

S. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number of. 
gospel churches, and that the invisible cnurcb ia compoPed of the .• 
redeemed now in heaven, and of such C •ristians on earth as are 
not attached to the visible accordin~ to gospel roles. . 

. 4. That the establishment of a central or Catholic governQJent over 
the visible church, or any part thereof, ia a device of earthly ambi· 
tlon, repugnant to the word of God,. subversive of the chJirches and 
dangerous tC\ the liberties of men. 

5. That thfl g(l8pel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or 
tribunals authorised by the Scriptures;\thateach church has.the UD· 

I 
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re'Jtrict.ed right· to ailmillister its ow.n government without suspen­
sion or inferfereoce,·beinq under Cbiist e8saotially independent and 
absolute ; and t.hat if thia rig• t be ·surrendered to a superintending 
jurisdiction, by delegation or otherwise~ the assembly then ceases to 
be a gospel church. . . • . 

6. That . churebea may, nevertbel~ we suppose, meet by dele­
gates, form au association a,nd d~ tbe terms upon which they 
will keep up a fr1endly 'COrrespondeDoe'j but that tbe rigbts and an· 
tboricy of churches being inalienabtli~are in nowise compromised 
or hindered by entering into au ~iation, aud ther.efore associa­
tions bav("no shadow of authurity . ~ver churches or individuals, 
their onlf'Powers being to trallfact business \\hich does not .• w rtain 
to churches in tb.eir ecclesiastic:&} capacity, to promote mutual inter­
course and a concentration ofvoluntary eftort, aud to give t.bat ad­
vice to churches wQich m•ght, with f'qnal authoritv, be given by any 
inclividual. • 

7. That the authority of churches is designed for fbe perpetuation 
of th .. true religion of the gc.spel; and for the preservation of a pnre 
and orderly body of Christians on earth; that it is fully sufficient for 
the purposes intended, but tha~ it d~ not extend to the pe1110ns, 
propert.y or conscl~nces of. mf'n many' 88£ whatevtr. . 

8. That the only requisite to church membership are faith in 
Christ and obedience to tt.e gospel; that faith in Chtist necessarily 
f'xis~ in connection with the belief bl the fundamental truths of 
Christianit]', ~d that ,to prtscribe· any o~her t:E><J.uisite of church 
m<·mberahtp 18 an auumptron of autbonty on t he part of the 
church and a departm~ from ·ttae plan of the gnspel. I 

9. That the ofticel'l of a cbut'·h ar-, eldera and deacons; that eld · 
era are also caJled bjehope or P,a.atQ.l'l; tbat all elders are equal in 
rank, though they may• pertorui difterint functions, si •·ce so111e may 
be the biebops or paar.Ors of 'particular chu·cb.es, while ot:o.ers may 
be sirfttply elders, having no pasf.9ral ebarge. . 

10. That the authoritj' of the mmiater of the, gospel e:W·nds . to 
·teaching, exhortation and rebuke, bat not for~&; that be cannot 
perf )fm any act which belongs to t~e2 'uthority of the ctmrcb, such 
aa the 1eception of members mto th4: ureh compact, or the expul­
sion of o11enders; that aa a member ... ' church he is no more than 
any other member, and if he·· is --;;-oi tiansgre86ion1 he is to be 
brought to tr.al before his hrethrtm." 'Cbnvicted or acquitted in the 
same manner as if he were a.prlvate·~ijlhni· yet we think it pruaenli 
and proper to_ call in advisory hel~l~ y if the minister is to be 
tried npon a chaJ"Ke of herESy. ,;11 :• · 

11. That Christian baptism is tli,~mersion of a beUever in water 
in thto name of the Father, and ofth-e Soi:i.aud of.' the Holy Ghost. 

12. That the Lord's Surper is .an 'ordinance to be obaerved in the 
church till the Lord con.ee. . · · · ' 

lS. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their offices by 
ordination, or the imposition of fJle• hands of the presbytery, and 
prayt>r,) without which they are not authorjzed to lldminister the 
ordinahces pertaining tq)heir r~pective offices. 

• 
I 

• 
\ 

./~ 



I. 
I 

• 

I 
MlliUTES. 13 

DOCTRINAL VIEWS. 

1. We believe that the Holy Bible wu written by men divinely in· 
apired. and ia a treuure of heav,.nJy instrnction; that it has God for 
its author, salvation for its end and truth without any mix·ure of 
error for ita matter; that it reveala tbe principles by which Go·t will 
judge ua, and therefore that it shall remain with ua to the end of 
time tbe true centre of Christion union and the supreme standard 
to wbicli all human conduct and opinions should conform. 

2 That there is one true apd living God, whoee name is Jehovah, 
the Maker aod Ruler of htoaven and earth, inexpressibly glorioua in 
holineae, worthy of all poesiblA honor, con1idence and love, revealed 
in thfl personal distinction of Father, Son anti Holy Ghost, eq nal in 
every divine1perfectlou and executing distinct but hannonioua officee 
in the great work of redemption. 

• 
3. That man was created in a state of boline8J!1 under the law of his 

Maker, but by voluntary ~reesion fell from that holy ~nd happy 
state, in conBfqnt'nce of wbicb men are now sinnen, not by con­
straint, but by choice, beiDg by nature utterly void of that bolinPIIB 
rt>qnired by the law of God, wholly ·f·vea to the grahfication of the 
world, of satan and their own sinfn passions, and thertfore nuder · 
juat condemnation to eternal min witliout defence or excuae. 

• 

• 

4. That the salvation of sinners is who1ly of ~~ through the 
mediatorial office of the Son of God1 who took upon him our Dature1 yet without sin, honqred the Jaw oy his penonal obedience, anu 
made atonemAnt for sin by his death; being risen from the dead, be 
J1 now enthroned io heaven, and -uniting in biB wonderful pen;on the 
tenderest sympathies with divine p erfection is every way qualified 
to be a enitable, compualonate and all-sufficient Saviour. 

5. That the great ~oepel blt's!ing which Christ of his fullnef'S be­
etowt on BOch as beli.,ve on him 1s juati6cation; that juati6.cation 

\ ~iurista in the pardon of sin and promise of eternal Ule upon prin­
, _, ciples of rigbteouanees; that it is bestowed, not in consideration of 

anything which we have done, but eolP)y through 'his own fiRbtenua­
nes! and atonemel!! t and that it brinp·WI into a state of most bleeeed 
peace and favor witn God. 

6. '!'hat tbe blet!Binp of &alvation are made free to aU by the goepel; 
that it is tbe immediite duty of all to receive th@m by a cordial anu 
obedient faith, and that nothing ,prevents the salvation of the great­
eet sinner upon earth but his own voluntary rt-foaal to submit to the 
Lord J88DI Christ, which refuaal will subject him to an asgravated 
condemnation. 

i. '!'bat in orde~ to be saved we muet be ~epne~ or bom 
apin; that l('generation consista in giving a holy dilpOeition to . the 

. mind, and is etfected in a manner above our comprehension by the 
'power of the Hol~Spirit, prod~ voluntary obN.ience to the goe­

, pel, and that its proper evidence i.B found in the holy fruita which we 
brintr forth to Gt>d. 

8. That election is the ~ous pnrpoeeof God. accordins~_which 
he regeueratee, sancti1lee and aavee amnen; that being perleCtly con­
listent with the free agency of man it comptehendi an the me&IUI 
with the end I· that it is a moat glorioua display of God's goodneaa, 
being infinite y wile, holy, unch&ngeab'e; that it utterly exclude& 

• OOutiog and promotes humility, pr.-yer, P.raiee, truat in God and 
active imitatio11 of his free mercy; that 1t encou.raaea the nae of 

·' 
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means in the highest degree; that it ie the fo\lndation of Christian 
assurance, and tbat to aecertain it with rt>gatd to ouraelves demands 
ud deeet"Vee our utmoet diligence. . . 

9. That the preeerving attachmentof'trae bPllners to Christ ia the 
Rr&nd . mark whtcb di,un~es them from eaper1lcialprofeeeom ; 
that a special providence watches Ovef their WtlfaTe, and that they 
are kept by the power of God tbroo~h. faith unto ealvatit'n. 

10. Tt:at the law of God ie the etenuu, unchangeable mle of hie 
govemmeuto that it ia holy, jOBt and-good, and that the inability 
which the &mptuzee ascribe to fallen man to fulfill itsp1'8Cepts arieee 
entirely from their love of sin, to deliver them from which, -&nd to 

· reatorA them, through a mediator, to unfeigned obedience to the holt 
la~1 is one deeiga of the fospeJ, and of the means of grace connected 
wiUl the eatabHRhment o the visible church. 

11. That the 1inrt day of the WP.ek is the Lord's day, or Christian 
Sabbath; that it ahould be kept sacred to religioua purposes by ab· 
ltalnlng from all eecular labor and reci'Mtion, by the direct obaf'rvance 
of all the meaDBof ~C:ln~th private and public. and by preparation 
for the ~ which re for the people of God. 

12. That civil aovernment it of alvine appointment for the int•r· 
eat and good order of hum&D JOclety; that tbe m~"trates are to be 
prayed for conaclentiQua11t. ho~oYed and obeyed in all thi.np rtot 
contrary to the will of• oar lAlJ'C1 Jf'aua Christ, who is the Lord of t.be 
coDBCience and the Pri.Doe of l\e kinJm of the eutb. 

18. That there Is a r&dic.t and ea~eDtial diJrereDce between the 
righteoua and the wicked; thatlUch,oply are juatUled by faith in the 
mame of the Lord 1811111, and Mllcti~ by tb:e ~plrit of God as .are 
tt'Oly righteous In hie eeteem1 while all ' such as continue in impen\· 
tence and unbelief are1 in h11 efsb" wicked and under the CUIP81 
and tlia diatinctl011 holds amonr men both in and after death. 

14. Tb&t the end ~ this world fa &J)oroacbinK, whe• Ohriet will 
descend from heaven and ralee the dead from Uleir graves to fi.nal 
retribution; that a eolemn ae~- will then take place, the 
rlghteoua being -adjadged to eYerl-harpine. and the wicked 
to endless puniabment; and thie ja nt Will fix fore'ftr the fiDa1 
etateof men, in heaven or hell;on p .lee of righteoWJD888. .. . . 
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PAS'£0RS. I .1~~'0 ·~~ ..0 S :iJ 111 fl : Cl .e '" ........ .. "' ,... o2 
··1 1

1
-;ra ~ 1 i :o 

~~8A~~~ : 
Pleuant Bill" • .. tlohley ... . . . . Tbeo. Da• la, W :-H;"r;t,'J. Fulford .•• · . • ·••. J-.-~~--Bra-,.·-.. -. . i2 S 2\7 -:- 7 ii6 tsOO 
I:Uinr Run .. . .. .. Taylor ... .... B. Garrett . .. . .. .. .. ~ . . .. . .. ........... · •· J . M. Bray, .. • 1 2

1
. 1 · 801 1 60 

SprlnrBUI ... .... Marlon •.•.. . P. 8 . Wall . ............ . .. ...... . ...... . .. J . R. Brown .. . · · · • ... 111 60 
Columba~·~ · .. •· •· Muecoree .•.. w. s. Lockhart. . . ...... . • ...... . . . . ...... w. o. Datfell ... 1 4 7 • 8 · M 8 00 
Corl.nth . ... .. .. Marion .... B. B. Watson, J . B . Lenear~·· · ·· .. . ..... ... J . M. Bray .. 1 . · • 2 . 93 2 10 
BeneTolenoe """" Webat.er .... ~ John Lawhorn .. . .. . ..... ....... . .. . ........ .. J R. Brown . .. . • • • : · 14 1 00 

-.,wrlnlty .. .. .. ... . . .. Marion ... . .. John Flurry.... . ..... .. .. .. ............ J . R Drown .•. 1 · · · · • 11 1 60 
Shllob ......... ..... . . Macon ..... J . T. J ohnFon ..... .... .. ............. :.... .. 8 N. Little .. .. · ' I ' · · · · 2 00 

-:'lJnion Grove . •••. Sumter" ..... w. Cb_-mblra, w. A. Juatice, W. S. Parker. J). J . .Appenon 6 • 4 · · • 66 2 00 
Harmony . .. . _ .... Taylor ""'" J eeee Amo11on ........ ............ ... .. .. ..... ... . tl. N. Little 2 3 · · 1 · 40 2 00 
ProYldenoe .. .. . . Mu•oosee . ... J . T Dutren ................... . .. . ... ... .. .. . w. 0 Dutrell ... · • · · • · 66 1 50 
New Proapeot .... . Taylor. _ ... Andrew Poeey .... . ................. ... . . ..... J , M, Poeey . ... · • · · • • 50 l 00 

' Rooky Mount. . . . Sumter .... . J . D. Kidd .... .. .. ....... . ... . .. .......... ... .. · • · • • · · 1 00 
BeUtel • .. •• . Maoen .... . . Looe7: Barfleld

1
L. Kinr, J , A. Kins.. ... .. J. M. Brar .. .. . • · • • · 98 8 00 

·Union Qroye .. .... Randolph ..... 0 B. Knlsbt, • Knisbt ...... .. . ...... . . . . . .. 0. o. Martin .... 13 7 7 · 2 · 60 2 00 
..._ Sweet Pro1peot.. ... ............. By prosy . . . .. . . .... ...... .. .. . . . ....... . .... . J . T. Knl.rht ... . · 16 • • • 16 40 

St. Peter .. . . . . . .... . . . .•. • . ... . .. . By proxy . •. • . .. . • • .. •. •• .•. •• • .. . . .. .. . • . .. .. J . T. Knlsht.. . 2 8 . · · 6 40 
' New Life .... . ................ . .. By prosy .. .... . .. ......... .. ... ... .. J . •r. Knisht. . . 17 • • . 17 40 
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