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MINUTES. 

The Fifty-sixth annual session of the Chattahoochee Free Will 
Baptist Associatloa n.aet with Friendship Church, Sumter county, 
Georgia, on Thursday night beto.e the ftrst Sunday in Oct ber, IS91. 

The mtroductory sermon was preached by Rev. David Joifler on 
Friday at 11 o'clock, from Nehemiah, 4th chaptt-r, 6th verse, fol
lowed by Rev. J . M. Bray. 

After an intermission of ont> hour the body was callec" tog:ether 
by the former Mod.,rator, D : J . Appt-reou, the former Clerk, J . M. 
Bray, in bls seat. · 

The ftrst item of business was to call for cerresponding letters 
ftom the.various chorcbu in the Association, and rel'eived letters 
from seventeen churc~e" and reports from four churches repre-
sented by proxy. 

Revs. W. A. Hooke and A.'J. Parker were called on to read the 
letters . which were read, and the names uf delegat.es enrolled. 

Organized by electing Moderator and Clerk by ballot, which re-

' · ..J'Iii'Red in the election of D. J. Apperson, ·Moderator, and J. M. 
· Bray, Clerk; and, by motion and second, Rev. Joseph R. Brown 

was elected Assistant Moderator. · 
Called for petionary letters, and receind petition from Gideon 

Church, Tayior county, Georgia, which was read and received, and 
the band of fellowship extended, ftrst by the Moderator, followed 
by the body. 

Called for corresponding deiPgatee from sistf>r aAsociations, and 
Rev. J T Knight, from the ~ecood Dtetric ~ Assoclatinn of WE>st 
Florida, respood .. d with a favorable rt-port, was rt-celv.-d, aud the 
band of fellowship extended by tae Moderator, tolluwtd by the 
body. ~ 

"' Procet>ded t{) appoint f'ommitteetl as follows : 
ON ~BEACHI o-JameP Brown, D. J . Barft~ld, J . R Baty, J . E . 

Jones, and I h~oft'llou~< Davie. 
COMHITTEE ON INVESTI ·ATION-J. M. L'wsoo, A . J . P~rke'r, . . • 

James Kruwo, ,, . 0. Duft.- I aud J B. Watson . 
• CoHHITTEE ON FINANCE-J. M. Bray, A. J . Parker, J. D . Kidd. 
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CmnnTTEE ON 0DITUAR~sr,;-w. A. Hooks, David .Joiner and 
A . .T. Darker. · "': 

Co~ITTTEE ON SABBATH SOHOOLs-.T. M. Bray,-w. C. Du1fell, 
and David .Joiner. 

Motion and second for adjou:r~ment until Saturday morning at 
8 o'clock. 

Singing and prayer by J;>avtd ·.Joiner. 

Friday night the stand was occupied by Rev . .T. T. Knight, who 
p~eached from Jsaiab, 28th chapter and 20th ver~e. 

Satur~ay morn.ing at 8·'0'clock the body was called together by 
the Moderator. 

Singing and prayer by Rev. Z. T. Bone. · 

The first item ''Ot b~lnesu was a call for the circular letter, 
which· was ref!-d py .T~tne~~.M. J1ray, and wa~ adopted by the body 
for publication. ·• !) . 4 

Appointed correspondonts as follows: 1. M. Bray and W . A. 
Ho~s, to the Second District ~sociation of Florida, and coJlected 
$12 80 to help defray their expejises, which was divided between 
Brothers Hooks and Bray. ~}.~; • " 

·Agreed to send W. C. Duft{~-fi;and A . .T. Parker as delegates to 
the Martin Association; also, ., .. lier D . .T. Apperson agreed to 

t: t ,;. 

attend as correspondent: ·. s- ~~~\ ~ 

Agreed to inser_t·a cor.r~~~!-~g letter in our minutes to all 
sister assoc_iations wit.h who~;'!"tS:~rre~pond. 

Call for reports of the vat~b~·coinmit~e;s. 
The Comm.ittee on Preac~ing report a~ ~ollows: 
Saturday, at 11 o'clock, Samuel. Ealt. to preach, and W. A. 

Hooks to close; Saturday, at 3 o'clock, W. A. Hooks to preach, Z. T. 
Bone to follow; Saturday pigqt, A . .T. Parker to preach, W. C. Duf-\ 
fell tq follow; Sunday, 9 o'clock, K. Massey to preach, C. W. Jones,,;
to follow ; 11 o'clock~. R. Brown to preach, and .T. M. Bray to·fol=
Iow; 3 o'clock, D . .T. Apperson oo preach, .T H. Dupree to follow; 
Sunday night, .T. M . Bray to preach, Samuel Ealy to close. --The 'lovestigating Committee report as follows: 

We, your ~ommittee, submit .. the following report: We find a 
majority of the churches in a good and prosperous condition, and 
feel ro rt-joice t.hat God is blessing our pains abundaatly throughout 
the Association . 

Committee on Sabbath Schools report as follows: 
We find butv!3ry few churches in our Association taking an in

terest In the Sabbath School matters, and we therefore recommend 
that the pastor of each church urge this matter on the churches. 

Report ol the Committee on Finance: 
W~, your Financial Commit~e, submit the follo.wing report: 
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Received from the various churches. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0. 0 • 0 •••• 0 •• $ 35 50 
We find in the hands of Treasurer 0 0 0 0 0 0. 0 0. 0 0 0 0 0 0. 0 0 ° 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 3 45 

Making a total of ..... 0 •• 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 0 •• 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 •• • • • • 0 •••••• $ 38 95 
Respectfully submitted, J. M. BRAY, 

J . U. KlDD1 

A. J . P ARRER. 
Motion and second to adjourn u•til 2 o'clock. 
At 11 o'clock the stand was occupied by Rev. Samoel E aly, who 

preached from Phillippians, 2d chapter, 12th and 13th verses, fol
lowed by W. A. Hooks. 

At 2 o'clock p. m. the body .was called to order by the Mod
erator. 

Singing and prayer by C. W. Jones. 
i The miscellaneous business was called, and the following busi-

ness disposed of: 
I The subject, feet-washing, was discussed, and, after remarks by 
J ,. · several of the brethren, it was agreed by a unanimous vote of the 
l ' ~ to amend the 12th article of ou"t" Government and Ordinances 
,ft -'so as to mention ''feet-washing" as-well as "communion." Also, on 
1 the subject of ordalning ministers, it was agree<t by a vote of this 
I body that no preacher shall hereafter be ordained in this Associa-
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tion until be ill Olllled to take charge of a church as pastor, or for 
some other good and surticient reason ; and that all preachers shall 
be ordained in the Association after passing a thorough examina
tion by a competent presbytery appointed by the Association. 

By a motion and second, and a vote of the body, Brothers Ealy 
aad Elliott were recognized as correspondents from the Martio As
sociation. 

It was resolved t}lat the next session of this body convene w1th 
'»rlnity Church, Taylor county, Georgia, and to commence on 'l'hurs
day night before the first Sabbath in October, 1892, the R~v. A. J . 
Parker to preach the introductory sermon, \V. A. Hooks, alternate: 
Conveyances wlll m eet delegates at Buena Vista, on the Savannah 
and Western railroad; also at Howard, on the Central railroad. 

'J;'he Union Meeting is to convene with Rocky Mount Church, In 
Sumter county, Georgia, and to commence Friday night before the 
third Sunday in July, 1892. Delegates will 'get oft at New Point, on 
the S. A. and M. railroad. Introductory sermon to be preached on 
Saturday at 11 o'clock by J. M. Pos~y, J. M. Bray, alternate. 

It was agreed by a vote of the body to appoint delegates to the 
State Baptist Convention, to meet in Christian Hill Church, in 
Wtlcox county, Georgia, on the 30th day of October, 1891. 

J . R . Brown, David ·Joiner, and A. J. Parker were appointej 
delegates. 

Resolved, That we return our thanks to the good brethren and 
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sis~ers and friends in thi_s viclnit.)' for tb' very kind hospitallty 
shown toward us during our aojourn among them. 

As tbis closed the business ot the session, a motion was made 
and second~d to adjourn. 

Singing and prayer by J . R. _Brown. 
Saturdiiy nigl:it Brother Parker preached from St. John, 1st 

.chapter and let ve rAe, fol_lowed .~ J. T. Knight. . 
Suntiay, at 9 o1eloc~. K . .M~eey preached from the first four- . 

teen verses of tbe od chapter ~-.St. John, followed by C. W. Jones. 
Sunday, at 11 o'clock, J. R~ Brown preached from St. Luke, 13th 

chapteJ:-&nd istb verse, followf'd!'.by J. M. Br•y. 
At-a o'clock D. J . Apperson. preached, followed bv. H . Dupree. 
Sunday night J. M. Bray preached, followed by Samuel Ealy 
Taking the pa\ ting band in iears, to weet with Trinity ()burch 

t.welve months hence. 

J. M. BRAY, Clerk • 

D. J. APPER~ON, Moderator. 
J. ·R. BROWN, Ass't Moderator. 

Challalwocltee 1l.ssociaUon lo Her Sisler ;tlssocialions: 
' ./ 

GREETING: Dear brethren, our session bas been a pleasant one. 
Brotherly love existed, · peaee· and harmony prevailed, and the • • splrJt d God seelll.t"d to rule a!Jd reign In every heart, and the 
cause of Christ Is progruelng._~.nd Zion~ Is moving on. May the 
angel of peace and the love of~ rest and abide with you all, is 
our prayer. ,::1t J. M. BRAY, Clerk . 

• ;~lritft£~ 
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O~ITU ARIES • 

Departed this Ut_e, on !tJa.roh 16, 1891, Rev. E. Baee, in the b8tbl' 
year of bte age. Brother Baas wu pastor of the P'ree WUl Bavttlt 

• . Church of Col umbos, Ga. He wae a faithful eervant and a suocese
ful minister, aod died, a~t all true eervante shuuld, while at bla poet, 

·and wlll reap the reward of the faithful. --

• 
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Dled. at her home In Moscogee connty, at the age of 87 years, 
Sister Ptlat.tie Spurlin. 8be was tb~ wife or Brother Jackson Spor
lto, and daughter of Re\!.....J'. E. Brodnax ; was baptized at the age of 
17. and ever lived a consistent mem~r of P..rovldenoe Qhnrch.JJDttl 
Julv 14, 1891, when God called her to joh:1 her father beyond the 
sborett of time. 

While Mattie sleeos beneath tbe tomb, 
n .. ath hae lost its dre&ded, gloom; 
The God who worketb all things best 
Has called her spirit home to rest. 

Died, March, 1891 Brother C. Totstoo . Brother To teton was a . 
consistent member of Prpvldeuce Church, and died in the triumph 
of faith. PASTOR. 

Died, on September 16, 1891, Brother J . L. Joiner. He was a 
member of Union Grove Church. He died as be bad Jived , and left 
a testimonial behind him. He bad waited twelve months for tbe 
summons be.eipectt!d God to send. Farewell, dear brother, we will 
try to meet you in that happy clime. 

Dted, at his home in Sumter C<'onty, Brother Allen Hobbs. He 
was a consistent m ember of U nion Grove Church, and di«< at the 
age of 44 years. He was, Indeed, a father in Israel, and died in the 
faith. 

Thy dust shall sleep beneath the sod 
Till we meet again in tqe City of God. 

Died, at the early age of 18, Sister Minnie Hobbs, on January 20, 
1891. She wae a member of Rocky Mount Church, and has gone 
over to join her father, who passed over just a short time before • 

Departed this life, January 20, 1891, Slater Nancy Johnaon She 
was ont! of the ftrst to join at Booky Mount. She lived the life of a 
Christian. tShe baa gone to reap her reward. God bless her cbU
dren. 

JJled, May 81, 1891, tsiater Celia Wyrick, In the 82d year of her 
J'P.. Slae was for many years a member .of Primitive Baptist 

.r Church, but when, becoming acquainted with the Free Will Baptlat, 
.-be joined at Bethany Church and passed off in the full trium.,h of 
faltb • 

CIRCULAR LETTER. 

v --

DBAB BBBTHBEN :-At the last sesalou of your Union Meeting 
yenr body aaw Jlt to appoint me to address yon through the medium 
of a circular letter, and ln compliance with that rtaqoeat I propoee to .• 
aet forth a few of tbe many reatons why we are Free Will Baptiste. . : 
Firat, beoauH the New Testament is a Baptllt book, and the first, 
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conepicuoue character in that book was a Baptist by name and by 
practice. The second conspicuous cbarafter in that book was Christ 
himself, who came to Jordan unto John to be baptized of him, and 
ae John was baptizing others in the river, it would be a foolish argu
ment for us to day that be .baptiied Christ out of the river, for com
Ing up straightway out of t.tee water will teach any one with com· . 
moo sense that he was baptized Jn the water, tbue"rilaklng tJhrhtt a 
Baptist by practice and thus shojvJng his death and burlel and his 
resurrection from the grave. ~ • 

Her.e-the heavens were opened and the voice declares, 11This is 
ruy belo~ed eon. In whom I am well pleased." Tbe~fo,re, we are 
Baptiste because our Saviour was a Baptist, and because Heaven 
approved the act of baptism. Is not that a go:>d reason 1 

WelT, we said the Testament was a Baptist book. We don'twlsh 
to be underatoQd ae claiming that the Testament makes baptism 
alone essP.ntlal to salvation; but we do claim it essentiai unto obeoi
ence, for no one can say he le clear of the law of Obrlet wtthoutlt, 
and no one can claim an inheritance until they are clear under the 
law of Cbrlet.'f "Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing 
them In· the name of tbe.Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; for except a 
man be botn of water, and of the epitlt, be cannot see the kingdom 
of God.'~ Thus we see It requires faith and baptism to clear the 
law; thus we see that th& Testament is a Baptist book, because it 
speaks of bapttsm ln ftft~tbree·pl_acee-all pulntfng to a burial or 
covering up In water of a 8ellever In Christ. Then, if we follow the 
Testament ae our gnlde a~d as our rule of faith and practice, we 
can be uothlng b'it Baptlett, unlpse we lay aside its teachings and 
take up the fashions of men b'ecause It Is more popular and eutte 
the proud nations of the wotld1best. But to follow the word of God 
and to seek tor eternal life -e muet follow in all things; and to fol
low fb all tbloge will brlog ue tn'to·the water to be buried with B lm 
In baptism; and If we are burled with him In baptism, we are Bap· 

· tfste. Pauleaye: "We are burieu..\vith Hliil by baptism Into death, 
that llke as Christ was raised .t~Jll the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even eo we also should ~(t .. ln the newness of llfe." There
fore, as Christ set the exa.mple;~ the apostles both taught and 
practiced It, we, as a Church, mgat ilp the same; and that Is why we 
are Baptlete. · · ... :n~· 

Now, bTethren, the term "F.ree Wlll" le simply a name glven us 
to dllltlnguleh UB frr m 'Other Biaptflltl_. ana becatl&e we belleve In the 
freedom of the will of man to aot in obedience to the command of 
Christ for men· everywhere. to l'epent. Now, it would require a 
large volume to contain all tbe proof we have for this opinion; 
therefore, we simply refer Y® to the •hole 801lpture, for, whenever 
the gllspel 1s preached \Jy all ol'thodor they are calllng upon the 
people to repent. Then, lf they bave not tJle freeiJom of the wlll to 
repent, preacbtng repentance Ia both vain and foolish. Peter also 
used a vatn exp(eBBlon when be said;'·Re~nt, every one of you," "" 
for iftho"e people on ¢he D.ay of Pentecost had not bad this freedom / 
of will, Pdter surely would have used eome other expression.l-A:l&Q, 
the Splrlt speaklDg to John, In Psalms, Bald: "Behold, I etind at 
the door and knock; If any man hear my voice and open the door I 
wlll come to and sup with him, and he with me." In tbl• cUP.;-" 
man exercise& the freedom of ble will to open the door and receive 
the Spirit, or to refuse to open, and reject It. Also,. we eee that all 
ortbodo'X, even other Baptiste, preach this freedom of will and ln
elat ~n people to come to repentance, while they, In thel.r artlclee of 
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faith, pretend to believe- something else i while· we, as Free Will 
Baptiste, believe it; the Scriptures fully sustain it; we preach it at 
all times, and our articles of faith declare it. 

And that is why we are called Free Wlll Baptists. 
;f. M. BRAY • 

CHURCH DECORUM. 

1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last regillar 
Conference in Aeeociatlonal year; or, 1f they prefer it, may choose 
a pastor for an indefinite length of time, to continue from year to 
year, eo long as he may deem it proper to keep up the connection. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at any 
other time ·b but it the choice be made at a special Conference, the 
~ima rr.uet e appointed at a monthly meeting of the church. . 

3. The pastor shall be Moderator of the church, but when be Is 
abaent, or does not sit as Moderator, befog present, some suitable 
brother shall be appointed to sit in hie place. 

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church, whose 
duty it shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of 
all contt·ibutlons made by the church for the paet.or, etc , and to die
tribute the bread and wine in the administration of the Lord's Sup-

' ~ 
- 6. The deacons shall also take notice of such members as refuse 

or neglect to partake of the Lord's Supper, and endeavor to ascertain 
the cause, tbat the same may be laid before the church in Confer
ence, if neceeaary. 

6. Some suitable membt::r shall be appointed Clerk, and Jt shall 
be hie duty to do all the recording and other writing pertaining to 
the business of the church, and to preserve a file of the minutes of 
the Association. 

7. When a new Clerk Je appointed, all the books, minutes, etc., 
belonging to the Clerk, shall be immediately delivered to him by 
hie predecessor. 

8. When the cbu'rch deems it necessary, a committee of not lese 
tlran three male members, w.ell acquainted wl1b business, shall be 
aprolnted, whose duty it eball be to give advice to brethren who ap
ply to them relative to cases o! dealfug, etc., with the church. 

9. The church shall bold a two days' meeting monthly, em
bracLDg Saturday and the Lord's day following, the first of which 
shall be the regular time of Conference. · 

10. It shall be the duty of every m('mber, male and female, to 
atte .. d each 9onfereooe meeting, it tpey can; for on that day the 

I 
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pas~r is expected to lnstroct.ttte ·church fn a special manner by 
giving plain and poin~d le&~9ps on doctrine, cUsclpllne, and the 
rules of holy llvlng. .... ,... ~· ' 

• ·1 • • 

• 11 . ~ny inale member wh~o ~all fall to attend three successive 
Conferences, and any member Whatever who may be generally re- · 
miss In 'attending the meetfngs 'of the church, accordiog to the cov
enant (Article 10), shall be clted·,t;Q.appear In Conference and answer 
for his neglect; but the church _.may exempt membus from this 
rule, tf necessary. .:. 

12. Conferences shall be otiened and conducted as follows: 
1. Prayer (unless divine &e1'Yice bae just been concluded, and gener
ally then). 2. Invite visiting brethren to. seats. 8. Open the door 
for the reception of membera. 4. Call for absentees. 6. For ac
knowledgements. 6. For refere~ces or deferred business. 7. For 
matters-o~ dealing which are in order to come b.,fere the church. 
a. For mlscell~neous business. 

13. Visiting brethren, as helps caUed ip from sister churches, 
shall be al towed to s~k and r;nake motions or seconds, but not 
allowed t.o vote. · . . 

14. An orderly mem\Jier o.f , the Baptist Church, who does not 
bold thiS' church ·tn fellowebj.p, .-may bA reoetved lntt the church 
without a letter, w~en lt' lstmaae 'apparent that bls Christian cbar
ac~r is ~nlmpeacb·able, ·and that be bas applied for a letter and 
coutd not obtain tt·becauee ,he -d~sired to join this or some sister 
church. All otber persops must•aotn by letter or baptism. . ".!- ~ 

15. · No member shall be reMiived without the unanimous con
sent of the members present; ~~bnreasoable objections shall not 
be valld, and unleu wJthd1'awiJ.:~ member who makes them shall 
be Hable to be taken under de~ by·the church. 

')>~· ~~· , 

· 16. When the Modera~r. bi1 ej't.or abaeqte.es, the Clerk shall In
form the church what male ~mbers bav~ been absent from three 
successive· Conferen~es, an~· the';. Mode~tor shall appafnt some 
brother or bre~bren to cite eaob ~~ .ijlem t.Q·tbe next Conference. 

:> r • 

17. ·No memt-er.sball be e.s:pelled unless be baa been cited ver
bally or in writing to attend at ·b-18 trf.al, preyided his residence be 

• -known to the church. -· · . · 
18. When a witness, not,. member of·tbe church, Is Introduced, 

be &ball not be exammed tfll the question baa been put to the, 
chu~b: Will you bear the ~stlmony or .this witness? / 

19. The evidence in every. case pf dealing and acknowlettgement 
Jball be minuted in the church book. · 
· 20.· ··Members dlstllUtsed from tbls cbuYcb by letter, who beco~ 
disorderly, or continue to bold their letters without a good reaeon, 
&ball be cited to Conference to answer for their eonduct . .. 

21. Expelled members may be restored to feHowoblp on t.befr 
petition, if tbetr walk since expulsion baa conviu'eed the church 
that therhave sincerely re~Med of their tormer evil. 

., 22, A vote shall not be taken upon any que~tlon without a move 
and second, and In all Important questions the vot.e shall be taken 
by rlslng to the teet. · 

• 
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28. No motion shall be made while a move and second is hefore 
the Conference. 

24. It shaH be considered disorderly for any member to absent 
himself from Conference when an important question is to be de· 
oided; but· a member, upon his request, may te exempted by th~ 
church from voting on either stde in peculiar cases. 

25. No member shall leave the hou~·e during Conference with
out a sufficient caof4e, oor engage in conversation or whisperlag, 
without befog l!)lbject t;o be called to order by the Moderator . 

26. All discussions in Conference most be cqnducted with calm
ness anti good feeling; those who speak mnst arists to their feet and 
address tbe Moderator, and keep to tbe point In debate. 

Zl. No one shall speak more than three times on the same mo
Uon without permissiou from the Moderator, nor shall the remarks 
of any one be unre.asonably lon2'. 

28. When the Moderator speaks in debate be must nominate 
aome brother Moderator in his stead. 

29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking u~.sles.s it is nee~ 
essary to call him to order . 

30. It shall be the role of the church to attend to the adminis· 
tratlon of the Lord's SupP.er af.Jeast four times a year, and the ex
peuses are to be paid by the church. 

31. Members n"lt in good standing shall not commune, but the 
\ administration shall not be deferred on account of any ordinary 

1 !ii'lner of dealing. · ,... . 
32. Feet-washing shall be attended to as the church sees proper. 
38. Publi~ fasting, humiliation and prayer_shall be observed on 

proper OCCa..SiQn8. . 
34. The Decorum may be altered <'r amended by the vote of 

two-tblrds of tbe members present at any two successive monthly 
Conferences . 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES. 

.. 
1. We believe that a gospPl church, or a: cho~~h of Christ, is & 

congregation of Cbrl,.tianP, cootttituted and govt!rned accoratng to 
the rules laid down ln tbe New Testament. ' 

2. That thPPe rules rt>quire cbUTche" to pr.-serve the form of 
government and tbe orrl1011.uces nf t~Jlrst' hrletian churches, and 
to be coanposed of b~~optized bt-llt~vt-rs in UhriPt, . 

8. T11at the vi .. ible churnh is ·tbe .gkr,.gate or wbele uumbet ot' 
goPpel cbur• bee, aud that. the in vittitlle church ls compo~ted of the · 

.· 
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redeemed now in Heaven, and {)f sueb Christiane on earth ae are 
not attached to the visible, according to goepAl rules. · 

4. That the establishment of a central or Catholic go;vernment 
over the visible church, or any -part thereof, is a device of .-artbly 
ambition, repugnant to the wrud-of God, subveraive of the churches · 
and dangerous to the liberties ~f men. ' 

5. That the gospel churchee are the only ecclesiastical bodies or 
tribunais authorized by the Scriptures; that each church baa the 
unrestricted right to administer its own govetnmentyitbout super- 1 
vision or interf&rence; being undet' Christ, essentiafly Independent 
and absolute; and that if this right be surrendered to a superintend-
ing jurisdiction, by delegation or otherwise, the assembly then 
ceases to be a gospel church. 

G. That churches may, nevertheless, we suppose, meet by dele
gates, form an as'-ociation and declar~ the terms upon which they 
will keep up & friendly correspondence; but that the rights and au
thority of churches being inalienable, are in no wise compromised 
or hindered by eutf>ring into an asaociation, and therefore aasocfa-

. tiona have no shadow of authority over churches or individuals, 
their only powers being to transact business which does not pertain 
to churches in their ecclesisastical capacity, to promote mutual in- • 
tercourse and a concen~ation of voluntf\i'y effort, and to give that 
advice to churches wbicli might, with equal authority, be given by 
any individual. · .1 , 1 • 

7. That the author-ity of Churches is designed for the perpetua
tion of the true reliR"ion of tlle gosJ:el, and for the preservation of a 
pure and orderly body ot Christians on earth; that it is fully suftl
cie~~ for the purposes intended, ·but that it does not extend to the 
persona, property or consclencefof men !n any case whatever. 

8. That the only requl.-Ites:..to church membership are faith in 
Christ and obedience to the go,&"D81.; that faith in Chtiet necessarily 
exists in connection with the~ief in the fundamental truths of 
Cluistianity, and that to pr~ribe any other rt>quisite of church 
membership 115 an a~sumpti.ni~f~thorlty on the part of the church, 
and a departure from the plan o,l $be gospel. 

}" , '· 
9. That the officers 9f 4 ehu~b are elders and deacons; that 

elders ars also called bishops· or -pastors; ~bat all elders are equal in 
tank, though \hey may verform dltferf'nt' funotfons, since some may ·!· 
be the bishop!' or pai!tors of particular churches, whUe others may 
be simpJy elders having no paetoral c~arge .. 

10. That tho Authority of the minister of the gosp61 extends to 
teaching, exhortation and re~uke, but not further; that be cannot 
perr\>rm any act which belongs t'o the authority l)f the church, sucD.

1 as the recPptlon of membe~s int.o t~e church compact, or the expuj,t 
sino of offenders; tliat as a memb .. r of the church be is no more 
than any other member, and if he is guilty of trans~reesion be ifJ to 
be brou~ht to trial before hie brethren and convicted or acquitted In 
the 11ame manner as it he were a private person i yet we thlnk..ft'" 
prudent and proper to call in adviRory help,.espeolally i.f the mlnls- ·· ) 
ter is to be tded upon a charge of heresy. · 

11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in 
water, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. 
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12. That the Lord's Supper and washing of the Saints' feet ie 
an ordinance to be observed in the church till the Lord comes. 

13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their offices by 
ordination, or the imposition of the hands of the presbytery, and 
prayer, without which they are not authorized to adminieter the or
dinances pe!taining to their respective offices . 

DOCTRINAL VIEWS. 

1. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely 
inspired, and is a treasure of Heavenly instruction; that. it has a 
God for its author, salvation for ite end, and truth without any mix
ture of error for its matter; that it reveals the principlee by which 
God wUI judge us, and th~refore that it shall remain with us to the 
end of time, the true center of Gbristian union and the supreme 
standard to which all human conduct and opinions should conform. 
-Rev. xai, 14; John v, 39. 

2. That there is one true and living God, whose name is J ebo
' vpbfthe Maker and Ruler of heaven and earth, inexpressiLly glori
f'"Uus in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, cooftdenc~ and Jove, 
revealed in the personal distinction of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and esecuting distinct but 
harmonious offi.9es in the great work of redemption.-Exod. vi, 3; 
Ps. lmlii, 18. 

8. That man was created in a state of holiness under the law of 
his Maker, but by voluntary transgressions feU (rom that hely and 
happy state, ln consequence of which men are now sinners, not by 
constraint, but by choice, being by nature utterly void of that holi
ness required by the law of God, wbelly given to the gratification of 
the world, of satan, and ttieir own sinful passions, and therefore 
uuder just condem"lation to etern~l ruin, without defense or excuse. 
-G~n. i, 27; U, 7; Ui, tJJ, 19, 23. 

""4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, through the 
mediatorial office of the Son of God, who took upon him our nature 
yet without sin, honored the law by his personal obedience, and 
made atonement for sin by his death; being risen from the dead, be 
is now enthroned in Heaven, and uniting in his wonderful person 
the tenderest sympathies with divine perfection, Is every way qual
Ulecl tq be a suitable, compassionate a.nd all-sufficient Saviour.
Eph. U, 6; v, 8; Rom. viU, 11, 27. 

6. That the great gospel blessing which Christ of hts ·fullness 
bestows on sooh as believe on him, is jostlftcation; that justlftca
tlon consists l.n the pardon of sin and promise of eternal life upon 
prlnolples of rlgliteousaess; that it is be,towed, not in consldera· 

I 
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tion o·r anything wbt,cb ·we have done, but soJely through his own 
righteousness and at6nement, and t hat U brings us iuto a state of 
most biPssed peace and fa,vor ·w,fth God . ....:.Rom. viii, 30; Ezek. xvllf, 
27, 28; J ohn"lli, 14, 15, 16 ; Rom. viii, 17. 

6. _That -the blessings o_f salvation are made free to all by the 
gospel; that lt is the imm.edlate outy of all to receive _them by cor
dial and obedient faith. and that ·nothing prevents the salvation of 
the greatest sinner upol) t>lLI'tli but his own voluntary refusal to sub
mit to the Lord Jesus Chrisi,1which refusal will subject him to an 
aggravated condempation •. ~ Mark xvi, 16 ; John xvll, 20; I!J&. 
xlv, 22. · .. , \ . ........ . 

7. That In order to ~ "saved we must be regenerated or born 
again j that relleneration COiJ)ists in giving a holy disposition to the 
mt~td• and Is e1fected to a manner above our comprehension. by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. producing voluntary obedience to the £PH· 
pel, and that its proper evidence Is found in the holy fruits which 
we bring forth to God.-J olin~· iii, 3, 6, 7, 8; Matt. lli, 8, 10. 

8. That election is the gracious purpose of God, &"cording to 
which be regenerates, sanctifies and saves stoners; that being per
fectly consistent wit.h the free ~ency of man, it comprehends all 
the means with the end ; tba~ it is a most glorious display of Goci•s 
goodnesiJ, being Infinitely w.ise, holy, uncbansteable; I bat it _utterly 
excludes boasting and promotes humility, prayer, praise, trust in 
God and .-.ctlve, imitation of his free mercy ; that it encourages the 
use of means In the hlghest degree; tlhat it is the foundation of 
Christian assurance, and that tn ascertain It with regard to ourselves 
demands and deJe"'s oui utmost diUgence.-Eph. i , 6., 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10 .. 12. . . 

9. That the prese,Wing ,.ttachment of true beUevers to Christ is 
the grat d work whlc~dls~goistles them from superficial profess
ors; that a special proyi~uoe watches o\Ter their welfare, and that 

. they are kept oy. the' power of God .-through faith unto salvatlon.-
~ph. I, 17, 1~. I ._: 

10. That the law of. .. : is ·.~he ~ternal , unchan(Seable rule of 
his government; that lt 1s" ~ , JUSt and good, and that the I nab it- • 
lty which the Soripturesll ~ e to fallen man to fulfill its precepts 
arlee& entirely from tbelr ~~of sin, to deliver them from which, 
and to restore them·, t.hro , ~ : mediator, to unfeigned obedience to 
the holy law, _Is one de&iJrfi~... e gotpel, e.nd of the means of grace 
conn~cted with the e&t.Jl~!ifent of·.th" v isible cburoh.-Matt. v, . 
17, 18 ·, Luke x, 18-20; xl y,;tl 'r) ·' . · . ;• ~ . 

n : That the first dat ot tti~wt"ek is th& Lord's day, or Christian 
~abbath; that it ehou'lcl' ~ k~pt sacred to religious purposes by 
abstaining from. all secn1ar Jati.or and recreation, by the direct ob
eervanoe of all the means o1 grac.e, both .prlv-te and publlo, and by 
preparation for the r~it · whlcti 1'8m•lne for the people et God.
Exod. xlx, 8; Heb. lv, 9; Thee. I, 7; Ps • .xvl, 9. 

12 . . That civil goverdui~ntie of divine ;poointment for the ln
_.reet and good prder of human society; that the magletrat.Pe ara. to 
be pra)ed for oo'litclenttousty, honored and obeyed in all thtnp not 
contrary to the wlll of our Lord J eMus Cbrlet, who Is the Lord of the 
.coneolenoe and the Prince of the kings of the earth.-Heb. X!U, 7; 
Aotil xxlll, 6; Tim. v, 17. · · --

• 
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18. That there ls a radical and essential dlftereJoe between the 
righteous and the wicked; that such or.ly are justlfted by faith In 
the name of the Lord J esus, anti sanctified by tbe Spirit of God, u 
are truly rigbteoos l.n..bta esteem., while all suoh as continue In Im
penitence and unbelief are, In hill eight, wicked and under the 
coree, and this ~letlnct10n holds among men both In and after death. 
-Matt. xxv, 45, 46; Mark xvl , 16. 

14. That the end of this world is approaching, when Christ will 
descend from Heaven and raise the dead from their graves to final 
retribution: that a aolemn separation will then take place, the 
rlghteons being adjudged to everlasting happiness and the wicked 
to endleBS ~unlshmeat; and thts judgment will fix forever the final 
state of man, in heaven or hell, on principles of rlgllteousness.
John v, 25 j Matt. XXV~ 81, 82, 88, 84, 41, 46. 
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Union Grove ... 8~-~ter ._: ·.: .. .. William LamJj:""Lee Lamb .. ............ A.. J. Parker . .. . 4 1 .. 5 .... 461 2 .00 
Culumbue .. . .... ~UftOO~.· ~ . .:·f." • •. W . S. Loc .. ~.rt, J. N. Rblra .. .... . ..... J.D. Kidd. · .... 2·0.6 20 5 . .... 801 ~ 00 
/t. nt\ooh.,. •... ~ .. :~omt8l:~tf~~ • . J~~te W. S. Parker .... ........ D.,. J.~A P,p8~50f: .•' 1 ~..3 ··:. ~-· .... IBj 2 00 
NewLife ... .- - ~ Marrobz;..k..:,t.~ ~ e,spaol~l, . obTorner, C •. Turoer\ . J. D.I;t\~~··~·· ~ · ·• 2 :· ·· · 1 .. .. 51. 250 
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Booky Mount .. Sumter .. ...... J. H . Holley . : .. . ... .. .. .. .............. J . H. Dupree .. i l 4 3 l 3 43 3 00 
New Bethel .•.. ' Worth . . .... . .. J . M. Lawson .... .. .. .... .. ..... ~ ........ S. N . Little ........ 4 .. .. 2 23 1 00 
Benevnlfloce,; .. Webster .. . . .. : J. H. Linear, R. R. Brown •...... . ...... A.. J . Parker... 3 1 . . ...... 18 1 00 
Providence ... . Muscogee." .... A. A . Phelps ............................ David Joiner.. .. .. I 5 J 236 1 00 
Shiloh . . • .. .... Macon ..... ... J. V. McCarty .. . . ....... . ....... . ....... J . M. Bray .... . . . . .. ~ .. 21ii 1 00 
i!ethel .. .. .... Macon .. .. ... . D. J. Barfteld, Green 'Massey . .......... J , M. Posey., .. 2 .... l 1 1 55 . 2 00 
Trinity .. .. . .. . Marton . ....... J. B. Watson, J . R . Flurry ............. . J . R. Brown ..... 5 2 ...... 27 1 25 
Corlotb ........ Marton . .... ... James Brown (no letter) .. .. ............ J. ~Brown .. . ·.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 60 
Spring Hill .. .. Marion . .. . .. .. By proxy ........ .. .. .. .................. J . R. Brown.. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 50 
Rllver Run ... . l'aylo~ . ... . ... By proxy .... . : .......................... z. T. Bone.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 00 
Harmony ...... Taylor ....... .. By proxy ..... ..... .. ....... . ....... .. ... z. T. Bane... .. .... .. . • .. .. .. .. 1 00 
Gldeou ... .. . ... raylor ...... ... John Lovick ........ ............. - ~ ...... J, M. Posey... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 00 
Frlendablp . ... Aumter .. .. .. .. J . R. Baty. J . E . Jones . ............... .. l:)amuel Ealy .. ... .. ........ 38 1 50 
Maoedona . . ... Lee, Alabama •• Not represented. . ... .. ... ... . . . ... .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 00 
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