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MINUTES 

The fifty-eighth annual session of the Chattahoochee United 
Free Will Baptist Association convened with Union Grove 
Church, commencing on Thursday night before the first Sun
day in October, 1893. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Rev. Vr/. A. Hpoke 
Friday at 11 o'clock A. M., from Gallations, fourth chapter and 
sixteenth verse, followed by Rev. J . M. Bray. 

After one hour and thirty minqtes for refreshment, the body 
was called together by the former :1\foderator, J. R. Brown. the 
former Clerk, A. J. Parker, present. 
· Singing and prayer by David Joiner. 
\ ~rst business that claimed the attention of the body was 
~call for corresponding letters from the various churches in 
the Association, and received letters from nineteeu churches in '
the Association. 

Bros. J. M. Gray and T. P. Young were, by motion, appointed 
to read the letters, which were read and the names of Delegates 
enrolled. 

The body then permatrently organized by electing a modera
tor and clerk by ballot, which resulted in the election of \V. A . 
Hooks, Moderator, and A .. J. Parker~ Clerk, and by motion, J. 
R. Brown was elected Assistant ~Joderator. 

Ca1led for petitionar letters and received two, one from J u
niper Church, Marion county, Ga., and one from Oak Grove 
Chtifch, Bibb county, Ga., which were read, and by motion they 
were received and admitted into this Association, the hand of 
fellowship extended fi rst by tbe Moderator, followed by the 
bodv. 

Next was a call for corresponding delegates and Revs. G .. 
T. Embry, C. C. :Martin and Bro. R. T. McDonald, from the 
Martin Association, and Rev. " ' · T . E. Butler from the Ogeechee 
Association, and Rev. D. L. Chandler abd Bro. Cook from the 
State Line Association. of AlabRma, and Rev. W. H. Reneau 
and .f. T. KnightJrom tbe J,iberty Associt,tion of West Florida 
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respond&d with favorable report and were received: the hand 
of fellowship extended first by the Moderator, followed by the 
body. I . (. 

Next was to appoint t:ommittees, which was done as fol-
lows: · 

On ~reaching-The followin~ bret.hren were appointed : 0. 
B. Knight and A. Knight, from the church, nnd W. S. Lock
hart, James Brown, ~V . H. Justice, from the body. 

Committeeon Inve~tigation-Smith Turner,.T. T.!lambrick, 
,'f. A. Britt. _' · 

CommittRe on Finance.::-.J. M. Bray, T., P. Young, J. D. · 
· Kidd. . 

C9Dlmittee on Obituarie8+-"Dn.vid Joiner, N. E. Mas~ey, 8. N. 
Little, Z. T . Bone, H. M. Pittman. 

By motion. it was agreed that e.very minister li1 this Associ
ation net as a committee on Sabbath Schools, and recommend 
that each one use every possible means to promote and build 
up Sunday Schools in all our churches. 

Call for the re~ding of the circular letter. Bro. D. J . Apper
son, having been appointed to write the circular letter, and 0 1, 
aceount of his age and feeble .liealth, was not able .to prepare n 
letter, for whinh be asked the body to excuse him, which was 
done. and by niotion , it was agreed to reinsert the f'ame letter 
which has sto~d in the nlinutes since ~891. written by Rev .. J. 
1\{. Bray. . ~ . 

By motion, Re\' . T .. P. Young was appointed to write t.he 
next circulaJr' letter to·~his, bodr. 

By motion, it was agr)!~d ·. to appoint correspondents to our 
Sister Associations, a,nd the. following brethren were appointed: 
• To 'the Martin Associatioi~.-- Rev. D. J . Apperson . 

To the Ogeecbee Associa~ion-ReY. \\ .. A. Hooks and Re,v. 
T. P. Youug. J·!f;. • 

To th.e State Line of Al . tpa-Rev. DaYid Joiner and Re,·. 
J. D. Ktdd. . . ,:!'"' 11~~ 

To tbe Libert\· of \Ves · · ·:da--Rev. A. J. Parker. 
To the Octuu·lgee, .of. «t~Re,· . S. N.:·Little and Bro .. J. T . 

Ham brick. ~~:~;' ... :· . + t. ... 

Next, call for report ~fpreac}ling. Committee which report-
ed as follows: · . 

Friday Night-A. J. Pnrker1:o pr~acb , and .J. D. Kidd to fol-
low. . ~ 

Saturday, 9 o'clock A. M. -:C: C. Martin to preach, and S. N. 
Little to follow. , · 
-> 11 o'clock A. M.- D. L. Chandler to preach , and T . P. Youn~ 
lo follow . . · / 

3 o'clock P. M:- C. June~ to preach, and David .loiner to 
follow. : · 

I 
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~aturda.y night-G. T . Embry to preach, and \V. A. Hooks 
to follow . I 

Sunday, 9 o'clock A. M.-D. J . Apperson to preach, and J. R . 
Browu to follow. 

At 11 o'clock A. M .-\V~..T. E. Butler topreacb,·and Dr. H . 
M. Pittman to follow. 

3 o'clock P. M.-Bro. Sauls to preach, and N. E. Mn.~sey to 
follow. . 

Sunday night-J. T . Knight to preach~ nnd J . M. Bray to 
follow. 

Motion to adjourn until 8 o'clock Saturday morning. 
Singing and pra.yt-r by W. T. E. Butler. 
Ji'rida..v night the stand lvas occupied by A. J . PA.rker, who 

preached fro'n. Roman~, eighth chapter and 28th , 29th and 30th 
\'erl:ies, followed by J. D. Kidd . 

SECOND DAY'S SESSION. 
Saturday morning, 8 o'clock. The body met perennnt to nd

journment. 
Singing and prayer by Bro. Chandler. 
The first business that claimed the nttention of th e body wn~, 

cnll for report of various committeeE:. 
Committee on Sabbnh Schools report bnt little interest being 

taken ~n Sunday Schools and recommend thnt every one work 
more diligent to build up m ore Sunday Schools in th is As~o
ciation. 

Thf> Investigating Committee report as follows: \\·e, your 
committef, submit the followin~ report: \\• e find all th e 
churches in good ~tanding in this i\ssocintion and in n. prosper
ous condition, and feel to rejoice that God is blessing our 
pains. 
' Fina.uce Committee report as follows: 

E.eceived from various churches for minutes ... .. . .. ......... $30 40 
Received for Association a.} purpos~s.. .. ...... ... .. .. . .. ... ... 1 00 

Total tunount~ .... .............. .. ..... ..... .. .......... . .. .... $31 40 
Respectfully Submitted, 

.T. M. BRAY. 
T . P. YouNG, 
J . D. KIDD. 

Next the miscellaneous busi ness .was called for and the fol 
lowing business disposed of : 

After discussing the fPSOlution of 1891 of thiR body, regarding 
th e Qrdanation of ministers, it was agreed~ b~· a vote of this 
body, that we eradicate and do aw;Ly with the latter clause of 
the resolution of 1891, and sustain the fi r8t ~hntsc: which is to 
become the 14th a rticle Clf our government. .. 
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Motion and second, to adJourn until 2 o'clock P. M. 
Singing and pra.ver by J~ .. M. Bray. 
At 11 o clock A. M., the-stand was occupied by Rev. D. L. 

Chapdler. who pr~ached frow the 119th Psalm, 105th to 112th 
verses, followed by T . P. Young. -

At 2 o'clock P. M . the body met persuant to adjournment. 
Singing and prayer by J. H. Galloway. 
After discussing tbe subject of union meetings, it was thought 

by this body to be advisable to have, and to meet as often as J 
four times a year at fixed times and places, for our union meet-
mgs. · 

Ji'inal1y, by motion, it was agreed to leave the matter with the 
next session of our u11ion meeting to fix and state its own place 
and time of l_l)eeting . . 

) 
LET-TER OF DISMISSION. 

There was a petitio1~ frotu twa churches, namely: New Shiloh, 
Erwin coun ty, Ga., a nd New Bethel, \\'"orth county, Ga. 

Aft ~r heari ng the )Jetition read before the b~'d y, the body be- #/1 
~ ng i neon wmiently situated~.so far from us that it costs them 

no little to correspond witp.'~1s, ha\'ing a 8istcr association with 
wlwm they could unite .&l;td more

4 

conveniently correspond . 
thcil' petition wa~ granted:1irid, by motion, they ,\·ere dismissed 
in full fellowshi p from th~ij?hody to be joined to another sister 
a:-:l'nc:iation. nnd the ClerlGwas ordererl to write them letters of 
I
. . . ;:r ~ 

l l ~nliSSI OI1. . . • .. ~> 

Xt•xt the ~ubject of _:~ee · Convention was rli~cnssed, and 
lea rnii1g that Antioch Ch~reh'. with which 1t. was to convene, 
hein~ unable to take•, care.· pf jt, by petition from the First 
UnitC\d Ji'rce \\' ill Bapt~st Church, nf Columbu!4, Ga.; by n10tion 
it wa~ ngreed that the convention con"~ne with the Colu ndms 
C.Jntrch , conlnHme!ing Frida)' nig'ht before the fourth Suuday in 
:\u,·e1uber, 1893. , · · • ) 
, A pp,>i nted clt•lel!ah•l" a~ . follow~ tt1 said con \'C tltion : .J. M. ~ 

i~m~·, Dn.vid .}Qiner. \\'.A. Hook~, '1'. P. Young, J. R. Brown. 
Xext , call fur rep11rt of ~dvisory Cou ncil or t'Ommittee ap

puint<'d from la:o>t. e. F;ion to meet with Va11ey Gro\·e Church : Af-
- ter hearing t herelJort of com Ill i ttee aud remark~, n.nd t"\·ide~ 

fmu1 sen!rnl hret 1ren. the body found thnt there was no Valley 
GrtH·e Church , and agreed that all that ha<l C'\'er been done toward 
reorganizi ng the e:o thought. church , was null and \'Oid; no 
mcH'C:' to be tlone nnd said about it. A 1. o Bro. Apperson nnd 
Bdro. Bra.'· appeared before the hod." and afte1· making acknowl- ~· 
e !!eiiiC'Ilt .. , for the assumption and authority taken by them to 
mclain A.<:. Blake and \V. C. Horne. itck nowledJ!ing that it 
wm: llllll a.nd ,·oirl. out of ordE>r nnd place, nnd asked fCtrgivene8: 
uf the body. By motion ~ thE> bmly unanimous!.'· forgave them. 
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The union meeting is to convene with Bethel Church, Tay

lor county, Ga., and to commence on Friday night before the 
first Sunday .in July, 189-\ The Intr0ductory Sermon t.o he 
preached by A. J . Parker, Saturday at 11 o'clock A.M., J . R.Brown, 
a lternate. Conveyances will meet delegates at Butler. on the 
South vV estern Railroad, and also at Oglethorpe, on the Cen
tral Rail road. 

I 

By motion from t.bis body, Rev. H. M. Pittman was ellcour-
aged to preach and do evangelical work for the next ensuing 
associational year, constituting int.o churches nll who profess 
faith under his administration. 

By motion, it was agreed that the Clerk have ten (810) dollars 
for his services and 'that he have one thousand minutes printed. 

By motio:~, it was resolved that tbe next session of this body 
meet with Oak Grove Church, Bibb coun ty, Ga., ~ommencing 
on Thursday night before the first Sunday in October, 1894. 
The Introductory sermon to be preached by Rev. J. D. Kidd, 
A. J. Parker, alternate. Conveyances will meet del~~ates at Sof
key, on theGeorgia Southern· Railtoad, and also at Rutland, on 
the Central Railroad. 
· By motion, this body returned thanks to this church and com 
muo~for their kindness and hospitality shown us during our 
soj6urn with them . 

• \s this closed the business of this session there was a motion 
and second to adjourn. 

Singing and prayer by S. N. Little. 
Saturday morning 9 o'clock-Thel'tand was occupied by Rev. 

C. C. Martin, who preached from St. John, 11th chapter and 
28th verse, followed by S. N. Little. 

Saturday evening, 3 o'clock-The stand was occupied by 
Rev. D. C. Brinkley, who preached from the 2nd chapter of St. 
James, 20th a nd 26th ,·erses, followed by Rev. \V. H. Reneau. 

Saturday n igbt·-Th~ stand was occupied by Rev. G. T . 
Emwy, who preached from ! 39th Psalm, 23rd and 24th verses, 
followed by Rev. \V. A. Hooks. 

Sunday morning, 9 o'clock-The stand was occupied by ReY. 
J. D. Apperson, who preached from the 1atter c1ause of the 2nd 
verse of the Epistle General of Jude, who prayerfully endeaY
ored to impress upon the minds of his hearers the origin of . 
our doctrine, and the whys and wherefores of the same, fol
lowed by Rev . . J. R. Brown. 

Sunday, 11 o'c1ock A.M.-The stand ·was occupied by Rev. 
\V. T. E. Butler, who preached from Matthew. 16th chapter 
18th and 19th verses, followed by Rev. H. r.t. Pittman . · 

Taking the parting hand in tears and deep manifestation of 
great love to meet with Oak Grove Church twelve months 
hence. 

: 
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Sy_nday evening, 3 o'.cl.ock-Rev. \V. H. Reneau preached, 

followed Rev. N. E. Massey~· 
Sunday night-Rev. J. T. Knight preached, foHowed by Rev. 

J. M. Bray. 
\V. A. HooKs, Moderator. 
J: R. CaowN, Assistant Moderator. 

A. J. PARKER. Clerk. 

p. s.-Dca·r Bretltren of the . OhattaJwochee A88ociation : I 
I take the privilege of using this method by way of inform-

. ing the several churchetl composing the said association. Dear 
Brethren. when you are elected delegates to our next session, 
on securing your tickets to go to the association, be sure and 
ask the agent from Which you purcha.Se your ticket for a stand
ard certificate, which wil~ enable you to secure a ticket to return 
home for one' cent perSmil~' Yours Respectfully, 

,,' A. J. PARKER, Clerk. 

--=---
·. 

0 B J~, U A R :t E S. 

Departed thil!l life t:;epJi)Jer 7. 1893, Brother JOHN PER
KINS. Brother Perkins;j_~li~ the church . Having lived a 
constant christian lifel pescefo. your ashe! till we meet beyond 
the river. God bless he:~rcl't ones. 

Departed this· life 1\f'arth tbe 12th, 1893, Brother A. J. 
GRANT . . Brother Grant was a consistent member of Antioch 
Church, Sumpter county, Ga., .and ever lived· a devoted chris
tian life and has only gone to live with the forever Ble~t. Be
neath the tomb the brother sleeps, while a wife and three 
children for him weep. ·L.et the name of G,od be forever blest, 

•· 

911 he shall call us home1 tO rest .. God Bless his family. \ 
Departed thi~ life June the 16th, 1893, Sister MARTHK t) 

BLAIR. Sister Blai'r was n consistent member of Harmony 
Church for a. number of years. After a protracted illness she \vas 
called to join the loved ones in the bright forever more. ~W 
God bless the bereft ones. May they soon meet in the bright 
above. · 

Died at her home in lluscogee county, Ga., July the 28th, 
1893, Sister l.IILLI~AN JONES. She leaves a husband and 
several children to mourn her Joss. She lived a consistent 
chrisMan life for many years in Providence Church. 1\Vhen 
called, was ready to join the happy throng. ... 

( 

While our sister sleeps beneath the tomb, 
Death bas lost its dreaded gloom. 
The God who worketh ali things be t, 
Has called her spirit home to rest. 
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NAMES OF ORDAINED MINISTERS. 

D. J. Apperson ................. .... ........................ : ......... .. ... Poindexter, Ga 
K . ltfnssey........... ....... .. ........... .. .. .. ... .................. . ............ Butler, Ga 
C. \V. Jones .... .. .... ......................... .............................. Buena Vista, Ga 
J. If. Dupr.ee ........ . ..................... .. .. .... .. ...... .. ...... .............. Tropic, Ga 
A. Smith .... .... ....... ... ! .................. ........ ................ .............. Tropic, Ga 
J . A. Cobb ... ,,, ............. .......... .. ................. ..................... Americus, Ga 
J. R. Brown ...................................... ............ Japanese, Marion Co. , Ga 
J. lot. Bray .... .. . ........ .... .. .. . ..... ..... .. ......... .. .. .... . ............ .. Poindexter, Ga 

..A. J . Parker .......................... .. ................. .... .................. Columbus, Ga 
D. C. Brinkley ..... ..... ............................................... .... Bronwood, Ga 
S. N. Little .................................... ... .......... .. .... .......... : ... Ashburn, Ga 
Z. T. Bone ........... ............ .............. : ....... ....... . .............. .. Butler, Ga 
I. W, S. Cooper .... ... .. ..................................... . .................. Salem, Ala 
W. A. Hooks ........ . . ... .......................... .. ... E. & P. Mills, Col umbus, Ga 
T. P. Young ......................................... . ... ...................... Columbus,. Ga 
W. C. Duffel .. .... ................................. ... ........ .. .............. Columbus, Ga 
T. A. Bullard .......... .. .. ..... . ......... ................................... .. . Juniper, Ga 
David J oiner .. ................................... .... ....... ... ................. Dawson, Ga 
E. C. Grimsley .. ... .... .. . ....... . ............. ... • ............ ........... .. ... ~neva, Ga 
J. D. Kidd ............................ .. .......... ..... .. .... .. ............... . Columbus, Gll 
J. M. Posey..... .. ........... ... ......... ...... .. _ .. . , ......................... Butler, Ga 
T. P. Carr ....... .................... .. . . : ............. ... ... .. .... .. ...... .. ... . Reynolds, Ga 
N\ E.~ey .... ..... ...... ... ..... .................. .. .................. · .... .. .. Butler, Ga 
B • .Ji'( Green ............. .. .................... ....... .............. ... ......... Reynolds, Ga 
H . M . Pittman .. ....... ........................ ........ ... ............... -.Skipperton, Ga . 

LICENTIATES. 
H . B. 1-fathe\\'S .... ... . : ................. ............. ...... .................... Shellnl an, Ga 
J. H . Holley ..................... .. ............ . ... ...... .. ..................... Americus, Ga 
J . H. Gallo\\'a.y ....... ............. ......... .... .... ............ .. .... ... .... Columbus, Ga 
T. Bullard ........... .. .......... . ............ . .............................. ... ... .. Folks, Ga 
H. 1-foore .. : .. . .... .. ............................. ...................... ........ Shelln1an, Ga 

CH URCHES, CLERRS, 

Harmony, J, J. Mathews, 
Rockey Mount, G. W. Bradford, 
Spring Hill, G,p. Perry, 
Oak G~ve, J ames Allen, 
Gideon, T. P. Carr, 
Union Grove, Randolph Co A. Knight, 
Columbus, J. H . Galloway, 
Antioch, W. S. Parker, 
Corinth, Pro·tem G. W. Pool, 
Union Grove, ] . R. Duck'worth, 
New Life, James Daniel, 
Providence, A. A. Phelts, 
Pleasant H ill, T. Davis, 
New Shiloh, D.]. Ne\\·ton, 
Friendship, James McLamore, 
Bethany, J . G. Lee, 
Bethel, Green Massey, 
Trinity, J. B. Watson, 
Friendship, J . R. Haty, 
New Bethel , T. H. ~cGinniory, 
Juniper, E. J. Melvin, 
M.acedona, E . L. Blaylock, 

POST·OJo'FICES. 

Reynolds, Gn. 
Americus, Ga. 
Thorntonville, Ga. 
Skipperton, Gn. 
Reynolds, Ga. 
Shellman, Ga. 
Columbus, Ga. 
Americus, Gn. 
Buena Vista, Ga. 
Americus, Ga. 
Fletcher, Ga. 
Columbus, Ga. 

. Poindexter, Ga. 
Ashburn, Gn. 
Phenix City, Aha. 
Jflpanese, Ga. 
Oglethorpe, Gn. 
H oward, Ga. 
Smithville, Ga. 
Isabella, Ga. 
Juniper, Ga. 
Salem. Ala. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. 

DEAR DRETHR E::'\ :-At the last session of your Uni on Meeting your body 
saw fit to appoint me to address. you through the medium 9f a circulur letter. 
and in compliance with ,that req·u~t I propo!ie to set forth a few of the many . 
reasons wl1y we are Free Will Baptist~. , First, because the New Testamen t 
is a Baptis t book, and the first co~spicuous character in that book was a 
Baptist by name and by practice. -; The second conspicuous character in that 
boo was Christ himself, who came to J ordan unto John to be baptized of ~ 
him, ..and as John was baptizing o thers in the river, it ~ould be a fooli sh ~. 
argument for us 10 say that he baptized Christ o ut of the ri,·er, for coming 
up s traight way ~ut of the water will teach any one with common sense that 
he was baptized in the water, thus making ChriM a Baptist by practice and 
thus !ihowing his death and buria.l and his re!.urrectaon from the grave. 

Here the heavens were opened and the voice declares, "This is my belov· 
ed son, in whom I am well pleased." Therefore, we are Baptist becau~e 
our Saviour was a Baptis t. :md because Heaven appro\·ed the act of baptism. 
Is not that a good reason ? 

Well , we s:tid the Testament was a Baptist book. We don ' t wish to be 
understood as claiming that the Testament makes baptism alone essential to 
salvation; but we do c lnim it essential unto obedience, for no one can say 
he is clear of the Jaw of Christ .without it, and no one can claim an inheri· 6 
tance until they are cle~ undet the law or Christ. "Co ye therefore and • 
teach all nations, baptizirtg them in the name of the Fafher, Son, and Holy 
Chol't ; for except a mnn be born of water, and of the spirit, he cannot see 
the Kingdom of God. " 11hus we · see it requires faith and baptism to cJear 
the law; thus we see that the T..estament is a Baptist book, hecau!ie it speaks 
of baptism in fifty-three p laceS'-all poi au ing to a burial or a CO\'ering up in 

.water of a believer in Christ. :Then, if we follow the Testament as our 
fuide and as our rule of faith anQ, p ractice, we can be nothing but Baptist, 
unless we lay aside its tenchings.afld take up the fashions of men because it 
is more popular and suits the pr~~ nations ef the world be11t. But to fOJ. 
low the word of God and ~eek ff1t-~ternal life we muM follow in ":\Jl things; 
and to follow in all things wiU timfg U ti to the water to be buried with Him 
in baptism, and if we are huriAI!f!'hh Hsm in bapta5m, we are Baptist. 
Paul says : · ··,_ t~.::;· 
"We are buried- with Him by •• bap~~ into death, th:tt like as Chris t was 
·raised from the dead by the g1orf.~f'1he Father, even so we a l11o should walk 
in the newness of . life. " 'l1lerefoi:e, as Chris t set the example, and the 
apostle!\ both taught and practkled:<ir. we, as a Church, must do the same ; ~ 
and that is 11•hy we are Baptists-. . , .. 

Now, brethren, the term '' Free ,Will " is simply a name given us to dis· 
tinguish us from other Baptist, and because we belie,·e in the freedom of 
the will of man to act in obedience to the command of Christ for men every· 
where to repent. Now, it would require a large volume to contain · all the 
proof funhis opinion ; therefpre, we simply' refer y6u to the whole Scrip· 
ture, for, whenever the gospel is preached by all orthodox they are call ing 
U'pon the people tot(epent. Then, if they .have not the freedom of the wj.ll 
to repent, preaching -repentance is both vain and fooli sh . ]>eter also usee a 
vain expression when he said, "Repent every one of you, " for i f those ·peo· 
ple on the Day of Pentecost had not had thi!l freedom of will, Peter surely 
would have used some other expression. Also the Spirit speaking to Jolm ~~ 
in Patmos, said: "Behold, 1 stand at the door and knock ; if any man hear 
my \'oice and open the door I will come in and sup with him, and he with 
me." In this case, man exercises the freedom of his will to open the door 
and receive the Spirit, or to refuse to open, and reject it. Also, we see that 
all orthodox, even other Baptists, preach this freedom of will and insist on 
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people to come to repent:mce, while they, in their articles of faith, pretend 
to believe something else; while we, as Free WiJJ Baptists, believe it ; the 
Scriptures fully sustain it ; we preach it at all times, and our articles of faith 
declare it. 

And that is why we are called Free Will Baptis ts. 
J. J\L BRAY. 

CHURCH DECORUM. 
1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last regular Confer. 

ence in Associational year; ur, if they prefer it, may choose a pastor for an 
indefinite length o f time, to continue from year to year, !;O long as they may 
deem it proper to keep up the connection. 

2 . " ' hen it becomes necessary, a pastor may ht: chosen at nny other time; 
but if the choice be tnade at a special Confert:nce, th e time mm;t he appoint· 
ed a t a monthly meeting of th e church. 

·3. The pastor shall be Moderator of the chmch, but when he is absent, 
or doe.c; not sit as Moderator, being pre~ent, some suitable brothe r shall be 
appoin ted to sit in his place. 

4· There shaU be two or more deacons in the church, whose duty it shall 
be to superintend the collection and disbursement of all contributions made 
by the church for the pastor, etc., and to distribute the breacl anrl wine in 
the administration of the Lord 's !;upper. 

5· The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or neglect to 
partake of the Lord's Supper, and endeavor to ascertain the c-ause, that the 
!\arne may be laid before the church in Conference, if necessary. 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk, and it sl1all be his duty 
to do all the recording and other-writing pertaining t<> the business of the 
church, and to pre.o;en·e n file of the min"-les of tht: A~sociation. 

7· \Vhen a new Clerk is appoiilled, all the books, minutes, etc ., he
longing to the Clerk, sha ll" he immediately delivered to him by his prede· 
cessor. 

8. \\rhen the churcl1 deems it necessary, a committee o f not less than 
t~ree~e members, well acquainted with business, shall he appointed. 
"rbose duty it shall he to give advice to breth ren who ;tpply to them relative 
to ca!>es of dealing, etc. , with the church. 

9· The church shall hold a two day~' meeting monthly, embracing Satur
day and the Lord's day following, the first of which !.hall be the regular rime 
of Conference. 

10. It sl1all be the duty of e\·ery member, male and female, to attend each 
Conference meeting, if they can: for on that day the pasto r is expected to 
instruct the church in a special manner by giving plain and pointed lesson ~ 
on doctrine, disci pline, and the rules of holy lh·ing. 

11. Any male member who shall fail to attend three successive Confer
ences, and any member whatever wh o may be generally remiss in attending 
tl1e meetings of the church, according to the covenan t (Article to,) shall be 
cited to appear in Conferencs and answer for his neglect ; hut the church 
may exempt members from this rule, if necessary. 

12 ..... Conferences shall he openecl and conducted ns follows : 1. Prayer (un
less divine services has just heen concluded, and generally then .) 2. Invi te 
visi ting brethren to seats. 3· Open the door for the reception uf members. 
4. Call for absentees. S· For acknowJedgements. 6. For references or de
ferred busine!\s. 7· For matters of clealing which are in order to come he. 
fore the cllllrch. 8. For miscellaneous business. 

13. Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister chu rches, shall he 
:~llowed to speak and make motiOJ•S or :;econds, but not alluwed to \"Ole. 

14. An orderly member of the .Baptist Chur~ch, who does not hold this 
ch urch in fellowship, may he recei\·e41 into the churcl1 withouLa letter, when 

.. 
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it is made apparent that his Christian character is unimpeachable, and 
that he has applied for a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to 
join this or some other sister chun:h. All other persons must join by letter 
or baptism. 

15. No member shall be received without the unanimous consent of the 
members present; but unreasonable objections sha ll not be valid, and unless 
withdrawn the member who makes them shall be liable to be taken under 
dealings by the church. 

16. When the Moderator calls for absentees, the Clerk shaH inform the 
church what male members have been absent from three successive Confer
ences, and the Moderator shall appoint some brother or brethren to cite each 
of them to the· next CQ!lference. 

17. No member shail\be expeiled unless he has been cited verbally or 
in. writing to attend at Ius trial, provided his residence be known to the 
church. . :.( . 

18. \Vhen witness, not a n~mber of the church, is introduced, he shall 
not be examilted till the qoestion has been put to the church : Will you hear 

. the testimony of thi_s witness?: 
19. The evidence in e\'ery case .of dealing :md acknowledgement shall be 

minuted in the church book. . 
20. Members dismissed from~~ church lJy letter, who hecome disordefly, 

or continue to hold their letter!!_':.\i{t}wut a good reason, shall be cited to Con
ference to answ:::r for their cons!!i l · 

21 . Expelled members may ~ .'~tored to fellowship on th ei r petition, if 
their walk since expulsion ha~ ~4Q~jnced the church that they have sincerely 
repented of their former evil. :J."- _: 

22. A vote shaH not be ·t:iken_ ~_pon any question without a move and a 
second, and in all important t)_qestiobs the ,·ote shall he taken by rising to 
the feet. 

23. No motion shall be mad~l\vhil~ a movt: ancl second i!> before the Con-
ference. , 

24. lt shall be considered disorderly for any memher to ahsen t himself 
from Conference whe.n an import:ull que,;tion ig to he decided; but a mem
ber, upon his request, may be exempted hy the cllllrch from voting on eit her 
side io peculiar cases. ' 
, 25. No member shall lea\'e the house during Confereu ce without a !>\lf

-ficient cause, nor 't,!lgage it~ cosn:ersation or whispering, without being Sl)b· 
ject to be ~"tiled to 01·der by the Moderato r. 

26. All discussion in Conference must be conducted with calmness and 
good feeling; those who speak must arise to their feet and address the l\focl-
erator, and keep to the point in debate. --

27. No one shaU spe~k more than three times on the same motion with
out permission from the Moderator, nor shall the remarks of any one be un
reasonably long. 

28. When ,the }foderator speaks in debate he mu st nominate some brother 
Moderator in his stead. 

29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it is necessary to 
call him to Qrder. · 

JO. It shall be the rule of the church to att~nd to the administration of 
the Lord's Supper at least four times a year, and the expenses are tc• be paid 
by the chu rch. · 

31. :Members not in good ~tanding shall not commune, hut the adminis· 
tratiou shall not be deferred on account of any ordinary matter of dealing. 

32. Feet washing shall be attended to as the church sees proper. 
33· Public fasting, humiliation and prnyel" shall be observed on proper 

occasions: 
34- The Decorum may be amended or altered by the vo te of two-thirds of 

the membefs present at any two successi\'e monthly Conferences. 

/ 
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GOV ERNMENT AND ORDINANCES. 

I. We believe that i gospel church, or a ch urch of Christ, is a congr~ 
gation of Chris t ians, constituted and govered according to the rules laid 
down in the New Tc:stament'. 

2. That these rules require churclles to presen·e the form of government 
and the ordinances of the first Christian churches, and to be composed of 
baptized believers in Christ. 

3· That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number of gospel 
churches, and that the invisible church ·is ::omposed of the redeemed now in 
Heaven, and such Ch ris tians on earth as are not attached to · the visible, ac
cording to gospel rules. 

4· That the establishment of a central or Catholic go,·ernment o,·e.r the 
visible church . or any part thereof, is a device of earthly ambition , repug
nant to the word of God, subversive of the churches and d:wgerous to the 
liberties o f men . 
. 5· That the gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or tribunals 
authorized by the Scri pture~; that each church has the unrestricted righ t to 
administer its own government without supervision or interference; being 
'under Christ, essentially independent and absolute; and that if this right be 
surr~ed to a supenntending jurisdiction, by delegation or otherwise, the 
¥~mbly then ceases to be a gospel ch urch. 

6. That churches may, nevertheless, we suppose, meet by delegates, form 
an association and declare the terms upon which they wi ll keep up a friendly 
correspondence; but l1ad the rights and authority of churches being inalien
able, are ir no wise compromil'ed or hindered by entering into an associa
tion, and therefore a.c;sociations have no shadow of authority over churches 
or individuals, their onl y power being to transact business which does not 
pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacity, or promo te mutual inter
course and a concentration of voluntary effort, and to give that ad vice tu 
churches whicn might, with equal authority, be g iven hy any individltal. 

7· That the authority o f churches is desig11ed for the perpetuation of the 
true religion of the gospel, and for the preservation of a pure and orderly 
body of Chris tians on earth ; th at it is fully sufficient for the purposes intend
ed , but that it does not exte_pd to the pen.ons, property or conciences o f men 
in a~ case whatever. 

8. T hat the only requisites to church membership are faith in Christ 
and ohedience to the gospel; that faith in Christ necessarily exis ts in con
nection with the belie f in the fundamental truth s of Chris tianitv, and that 
to prescribe to any other requisite o f church memhership is an assump
tion of authority on the part o f the chu rch, a.ncl a departure from the plan 
of the gospel. 

9· That the officers of a church are elders and deacons; that elders are 
also called bishops or pastors ; that all elders are equal in rank, though they 
may perform different functions, since some may· be the bi shops or pastors of 
particular ch urches, while others mny be simply elders having no pastoral 
charge. 

10. That the authority of the mini ste r of the gowel extends to te<tching , 
exhortation and rebuke, but no fu rther ; that he chnnot perform l\ny act 
which belongs to the authority ,,f the church , such as the reception of mem
bers into the church compact, or the expulsion o f offenders ; th at as a mem
ber of the church he is no more than any other member, and if he is guilty 
of transgression he is to be brought to trial! before his trethren and convict
ed or acquitted in the same manner as if he were a prh·ate person ; yet we 
think it prudent and proper to call in ad,•isory help, especinly i f the minister 
i!' to be t ried upon a charge of •heresy. 

IJ . That Christian baptis m is the immersion of a believer in water, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. ' · 

-
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12. That the .Lord's Supper and washing of the Saint's feet is an ordinance 
to be observed in the church till the Lord come!'. 

IJ. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their offices by ordina
tion, or. the imposition of the hand~ of the presbytery. and prayer without 
which they are not authorized to tldminister the ordinances pertaining to 
their respective ofl\ces. 

14- No p reacher shall be ordained unless called to take charge of a church 
ns pastor or for some other good ~nd l'Ufficient reason. • 

-------- ' 
DOCTR~NAL YIEWS. 

1_-\Ve believe that the H oly Bible was written by men dh·inely inspired, 
and ·s a treasure of Hea\'enly in,-;truction; that it has a God for its author, 
sal\'ation for its end, and truth without any mixture of error for its matter ; 
that it reveals the p rinciples by which God will judge us, and therefore that 
it shall remain with us to ~he end of time, the true center of Ch ristian union 
:md the supreme s tan dard to which all human conduct and opin ions shoul'd 
conform-Rev. xiii, 14; J ohn v~ 39-

l 

2. That there is one true and living God, whose name is Jehovah, the 
Maker and Ruler of heaven and earth, inexvressibly glorious in holiness, 
worthy of all possible honor, confidence and lo,·e, revealed in the personal 
distinction o( Father, Son, and H oly Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, ._ 
and executing distinct but harmoniou~ offices in the g reat work of redemp- • 
tion-Exod. ' 'i, 3; Ps. lxxxii i, 18. 

3· That man was created in a state of holiness under the law o f his Maker, 
but by voluntary~ ~ran~ssions fe!l from that holy and happy state, in con
sequence of which men M-e now si nners, not hy constrai nt, but by choice, 
being by nature utterly vojd of that holiness requirec! hy the law of God, 
wholly gl\'en to the grati~ation 10f tl\e world, of satan, and their own sinful 
passions, and therefore unper Jm;t condemnation to eternal ruin, without de
fense or excuse,-Gen. i,, 27; il. 7; iii , 6; 19, 23. 

~ 4· That the salvatioh of sinrier's il' wholly o f grace, through the mediato-
4fial office of the Son of God, who•took upon him our nature, yet withou t 
sin, honored the law by his per~n~l obed ience, nnd made atonement fo r si n 
by his death ; being risen from -~,dead, he· is now enth ronl!d in Heaven, 
and uniting in his wondeful pertqJ1 the tenderest sympathies with divine 
pe~fection,, is e,·err wa~. quallfi~;lo l>e a ~.uitahle, compassionate and all-suf
ficient Sav1our.-Eph. 11, .5i v, J;~~~m. \' II, 1 J, 27. 

5· That the g reat gospel bf~ng which Chris t, of his fullness bestows on 
such as believe on him, is justiftic:at~\)n; thnt justification consists in the par-
don of sin and promise of etetnal i1~ upon principles of righteusness ; that • 
it i ~ bestowed, not rn consider.ation or anything which we have done, but 
solely through hi:; own righ(-eousoes~ nnd atonemen t, aud that it b rings u.-
into a state M lllost hlessed peace and fa,·or with God. - Rom. viii, 30; Ezek. 
xviii, 27, 28; John iii, 14. 15, r6 j R om. ,·iii, 17. 

6. That the blessings of salvatHm are made fr~e to all by the gospel ; thnt 
it is the immediate duty of all to receive them by cordial and obedient faith , 
:md that nothing prevents the sal\'ation of the great ~inner upon earth but 
his own \'Oluntary refusal to submit to the Lord Je!tus Christ, which refusal 
~II subje~t h im to an aggra"nted Ctmdemnatio~.-:\1ark X\'i, 16 ; J ohn xvii . 
20; Isa. XI\', 22. 

7- That in order tb•be saved we must he regenerated or born again; that j 
regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind, and is effected .. l 
in a manner above ou r comprehension hy the po~,·er of the H oly Spirit pro
ducing ,·oluntnry obedience to the gospel, and that its proper evidencru 
found in the holy fruits which we bring forth to God. - j ohn iii, J, s, 7, 8: 
M au. iii, 8, 10. 
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8. That election is the gracious purpose of God, according to whic}l he 
regenerates, sanctifies and sa-ves sincfle rs; that being perfectly cdnsistent with 
the free agency of man, it comprehends all the means with the end; that it 
is !l most glorious display of God's goodness, being indefinitely wise , holy, 
unchangeable ; that it utterly excludes boasting and promotes humility, 
prayer, praise, trus t in God and active. imitation of his free mercy; that it 
encourages the use of means in the l1ighest degree; that it is the foundation 
of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard to ourselves de
mands and deserves our utmost diligence.-Eph. i, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12. 

9· That the preserving attachment of true believers to Christ is toe grand 
work which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that a special 
pro,•idence watch'es over their welftlre, and that they are kept hy the power 
of God through faith unto sa}vat ion.-~ph. i, 17, 18. 

tO. T ha t the Jaw or God is the eternal, unchangeable rule of his go\·ern
ment; that it is holy, just and good, and that the inabi lity which the Scrip
tures ascribe to fallen man to fulfill its precepts arises entirely from their 
love of sin, to deli ver them from which, a nd to restore them, through a me
dia tor, to uufeigned obedience to the holy law, is one design · of the gospel, 
an~ of the means of g race connected with the establishment of the visible 
church. -Matt. v, 17, 18 ; Luke x, 13-20; xiv, 17. 

· Jl. That the fi tst day of the week is the Lord's day, or Christian Sabbath; 
that it should be kept . acred to religious purposes hy abstaining from all 
~ecular labor and recreation, by th e direct oo1;en·aJu.:e of all the means of 
grace, hoth private and public, and hy .preparation for th e re~t which •e· 
mains for the people of God.-Exod. xix, 8; H eb. j,., Q; Tbes. i, 7; Ps. 
:xv i, 9· 

12. That civil go\'ernment is of dtvint: appointmen t fo r the interest ant.! 
good order of hum an society; that the magistrates are to be prayed for con
scien tiously, honored and oheyed in au· things not con trary to the will o f our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Lol'd of the conscience and the Prince o f the 
kings o( tl1e earth.- Heb. xiii, 7; ~cts x»i1i, 5; Tim. v, 17, 
. 13. That there is a radical and essential difference between the righteous 
"rid the wicked; that such only are justified by faith ' in the name of the 
l:.ord Jesus, and scantified by the Spirit of God, as are truely righteous in 
h \,S ~· while all :.uch as continue in impenitence and. unbelief are, in 
h~ght," wicked and under the curse, and this d isti nction holds among men 
both in and after death. - Matt. xxv, 45, 46 ; Mark x\'i, 16. 

14. That the end of this world is approaching, when Chri!it wi ll descend 
from Heaven and raise the dead from their graves to fina l retrihu tion; that 
a solemn separation w_ill then take p lace, the righ teous being adjudged to 
everlasting happiness and the wicked to endless puish ment; and th is judg· 
anen t will fix forever the fiual state of man, in he:l\'en or hell , on principles 
<Jf righteousf\ess.-J ohn v, 25 ; Matt . xxv, Jl, 32, 33, 34, 41, 46. 
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JUnr~l'~ ..... ,. "', · !'' · ~ Mariot= ...... :.~ E: J. Melvin, James Hamilton ... =: ....... == J.D .. Kidd:.= 34 B ~~= ~:¢$~so 
New· Belb;e""~~::-f".?·~ W.brth . .............. ~ ._M. Powel, P. J. Cox .......... . ..... ........... , . ... ; •~··•. S. N. Little, ........ 2 3 Jo ••• 2 ••• 34 1 15 

1.. ;i~..-.- 'LhJ' t~~ . .. c.~ ~ .. ,.,.. -· _ ~· • .. t- ·• "-< ·~1-_... '"' "' • 
Ftienasl:tln• ;;~t~ .w > . ,rllt:.., ..... ·. ...... ~ 1. l urner, J. E. Jones ..... ..... . : .... . :-•• ~ .• ".' .,... :.·;-.• s~ Eal ............. 3 3 ... ... ... ... 31 I 25 
Tr.lntty<.,,, ... ,., ~ •• ~.. . ~ •. f'• . , .-.. ; ......... J . B. Watson, W. D. GII J ........... .. 40 .. ...... ; • • ': ... ..... . J. R ... ~rown ....... 1 I I .. . 1 ... 33 1 so • ,,.; T '.,f, ;..t ... ,._. ;;.~ . !Y~._-:··... . - . . .. ,- ""''!......... - t.~.., • - ~ 

h l .,:. ~ .. ,.......... I U'll ' d c J K' . N E M 6 Bet e · . ~;·. :: .. :.:: .... aeon ............... ~ .. , tnr rome~ ames tng....... . ............. ........ . . assey ...... 2 I · 2 ... 3 ... 5 2 oo 
Bethany ............ Marion .............. L. D'. Bullard, J· M. Youngblood ........................ W. C. Duffel .... .. 4 ......... 1 ... 42 1 50 
Friendship .. : ...... 'Russell, AI., ........................ .. ............................ .... .................. W. A. Hooks...... ... ... ... ... ... ... 30 so 
Ne\v Shiloh .. . , .... Erwin ....... .. ...... J. T . Hambrick ................. .... ................ . ...... .. . S. N. Little ........ 8 2 3 ... 1 ... 59 1 50 
PJeasan( ·Hill ...... · Sc·bley ......................... : . : ................................ .... .............. ..... J. M. Bray ......... 9 ... ... ... ... ... 66 ........ . 
Providence .... ..... Muscogee ......... .. T. A. Britt .. ...................... ... ................... .. .... W. A. 1-Jooks ... -:-:-. ... ... ... ... ... 1 51 1 so 
New Li fe ..... : .. ~ .. Marion ............ . Smith Turner, R. H . Hamilton ................. ......... J.D. Kidd ......... 2 2 4 ... .. ... 65 2 oo 
Union Grove ....... Sumpter ............ . J. W. Duckworth, J. R. Duckworth ........... .. . :;·" " D. C. Brinkley ............. 2 ... ... 25 r oo 
Antioch ,, .. ....... . Sutnpter ............. W. H. J ustice .......................... ........................ J. A. Cobb ........................ 1 7 1 oo 
Union Grove ...... Randolph .. .. .. .. .. 0. B. Knight. J. H. Wilson .. .. ......... , .. ........... ... , C. C. Martin · ...... 3 ... ... ... 1 ... 77 2 oo 
Corrinth .. .... ..... Marion ...... .. ...... G. W. Poole, James Brown........ ........................ .. ...................... ... ... ... t 2 ... 51 I so 
Columbus .......... Muscogee .... ...... . W. S. Lockhart, J. H. Galloway ......................... A. J . Parker, ...... 36 4 26 ... 6 .. . 120 3 oo 
Gideon .............. Taylor ............... ...... ........ .. .......... .. .. .... ................................ ]'. P. Carr.......... ... ... ... 4 ... ... 5 1 25 
Oak Grove ........ . Bibb ............... .. .................. . ................................. .. ............. H. M. Pittman... ... ... . . ... ... ... 36 1 50 
Spring Hill ......... ~arion .............. G. D. Perry ........ .... ................ ......................... J. R. Brown ...... I 5 2 ... ... ... ... 16 1 oo 
Rockey Mount ..... Sumpter .... ..... ... J . D. Lamb .. ................................ ... : ............ ... J. H . Dupree .... :. ... .. . ... .. . ... ... 36 2 75 
Harmony .......... . Taylor ......... ...... .................................................................... B. F. Green ...... ,3 1 ...... 4 ... 31 1 oo 
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Macedon ta ......... Lee, Ala ..... ....... By proxy ..................................................... ... :. J. M. Bray ... ...... 16 ... ... ... ... ... 32 ....... .. 
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