





MINUTES

Georgia State Convention

OF LIBERAL BAPTISTS

And the Assoclations Composing the Same.
OFF'ICERS:

w CONVENTION.—REv. W. G, Stovaii, Hartsfield, Ga.g
erator. Rxv. J. H. Jexrkixs, Phenix, Als., Clerk.

CHATTAHOOCHEE ASSOCIATION.~—Rav.J. R, BHO\\"\', Japan-
ese, Ga., Moderator. Rev. J. H. Jexkins, Phenix, Ala., Clerk

MIDDLE GEORGIA ASSOCIATION.—Rey. J. E. O. Daniel, Mari-
etta, Ga., Moderator. Rev. W. R. Youag, Roscne, G=n., Clerk.

MARTIN ASSOCIATION.—Rev. W, A. McDonald, Colquitt, Ga.,
Moderator. G. W, Cleveland, Bait, Ga., Clerk. .

LIBERTY ASSOCIATION.—Rev. W. G. Stovall, Hartefield, Ga.,
Moderator C. M. Burtz. Camilla, Ga., Clerk.

OGEECHEE AS30C .—~Rev_J. A. Blanton, Beard’s Cregk,
Gsa., Moderator, Rev. W. ' utler, Jesup, Ga., Clerk,

GEORGIA UNION A ATION.~Rev. W. T. Giifin, Vieuns,
Ga., Moderator, Rev,J. E} ins, Phenix, Als., Clerk,




"PROCEEDINGS. _

___The Sixtieth Annual Session of the Chattaboochee Uaited Free-
will Baptistist Association, convened with Bethel Church, Maocn
couuty, Ga., commencing on Thursday night betore the firat Bunday
in October, 1895.

The Introductory Sermon was praached on Friday at 11 o’olock
by Rev. W, A. Hooks fro:m 1st John, 8rd chapter,-5th verse, followed
by Rev. J. H. Jenkins. : :

_ After an intermission for dinner thé body was called order by
singing and praver by Rev, W. A. Hooke. The body was then called
to order, Moderatcr Hooks and Olerk Parker both present. '

Called for ¢ crespondi letter . and received letters from 15
churches, which wers read by Brethren J. H. Jenkins aud J .M. Posey.

Farolled the names of delggates from the churches as follows:

sSpring Hill—J. R, Fiurry and G. D, Perry.

Trinity—B. B, Wetson, A, B. Waller and W. D, Gill.

Bethel—M. L, King, W. 6. McMammory, Green Massey and Hil-
liard CrSmer. e ‘

Harmony—B, O. Brown and Jesse Amerson.

Mount Olive—G. W. Mathews. © .

 Corinth—T. V. Simmons and James Brown,

Osk Grave—T. C. Hunnicut an@”B F Drawhorn.

Friendship—W, T. Turner. =" -

New Life---B. M. Fowler, Smif
Daniel and W. A. Daniel. CEHESAL

: Pleagant Hill---H. F., Fulford, Z.'C. Aldridge and James Harts-
field. ' AR |

Bsthany---J. G. Cook. ‘

Union Grove---A. Knight, Ry

Columbus---W. §. Lockhart and J. N, 8hirah.

Permanently organized by elécting Rev. J. R, Brown, Moderator,
and Rev. J. H. Jenkins, Clerk. v < ]

J. D. Kidd made acknowledgements to the body for miscenduct and
begged forgiveness. : : :

Received Rev. S. N, Little as a corresponding messenger from the
Liberty Association of éoorgin. > .

-E_'?_I‘urner, E: L. Elliott, Joseph

Appointed Committees as follows: -
- On Preaching---H. Cromer, Green y, Jesse Amerson, W. 5.
Lockhart and A. Knight, _
On Investigation of the S8tanding of the Churches---G. W, Mat-
thews, W. D, Gill, J. N. Shirab, H, F. Fulford, T.V. Simmons, W.




T. Turner and T. C. Hunuicutt.

On Finance-.-M. L. King, G:. D. Perrr and B. F. Green.

On Obituaries---J. H, Jenkirs, A. J. Parkerand W, A. Hooks.

On Denominational Literature---A. J. Parker, J, M. Posey, A.
Knignt, W. C. Duffell and B. F. Green.

On Ministerial Character---W. 3. Lockhbart, J. R. Flurry, Z. C.
Aldridge and B. B. Watson, °

Circular Letter read by J." H. Jenkins ordered prioted in the
minutes. Loy

Appointed correspondents to gister associations as follews :

Liberty of Georgia---J. H. Jenkins and A. J. Parker.

Middle Georgia---E. C, Grimsley.

i Georgia Union, 8outheastern, Martin and Ogeechee-.-J, H. Jen-
ins,

Appointed BRey. J. H, Jenkins to correspond with the Liberiy As-
sociation of West Florioa by letter,

Heard report of Preaching Committee as fullows:

J. D. Xidd to preach tonight, M. L. King to icilow: 8. N. Little
to preach Saturday 9 o’clock, B. F. Greon to follow; J. H. Jenkius to
preachk 25 11 o’clock, J. R. Brown to follow; W. A. Hooks to preach
at night, J. M, Posey to follow; on S8unday at 9 o’clock J. R. Brown
to preach, B. C. Grimsley to follow; at 11 o’clock A.J. Parker to
preach, J, H. Jenkins té follow; at 2 o’clock W. C. Duffeil to preach,
S. N. Little to follaw. '

[NoTg---From different causes the arrangement of the preacaing
committee was not carried out. Sece preaching services for the ses-
sion---Clerk. |

Adjourned to 8 o’cloek Saturday morning. Song No. 112 Prayer
and Praise. Prayer by J. M. Posey.

SATURDAY MORNING.

Opened by singing No. 183 Prayer and Praise; prayer by W. C.
Duffell. The comn:i:t.tees pot being ready to report, suspended order
of business and took the following items of mizcelaneous-business :

Agreed to have: Circular Letter next vear and appointed J. H.
Jenkins to write the same; elected J R Brown, W A Hooks, W T
Torner and A Kaight delcgates to the State Convention; changed the
time of-holding the annual session of the Association to Tuesday
wight before the first Sunday in October, '

The remainder of the morning session was dcvoted to the diecus-
gion of some commitee reports read, but no final actigp was taken.

Adjourned for preaebing to 2 o’clock, p. m.

AFI‘&OON SESSION,
Opened by siogiog N Prayer and Praise, and prayerby B®F

Green. '

-
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Reeeived reports of committees 28 f0])lowg -
On Finance-- Received from church

es for minutes - - & 24 86
In hands of Treasur o & L - . (e S N A oo
Received for Associanal purposes Lok e LA aat 1= B
Total - =~ <« J2B% "0 BhEE. ¢ o . cye - 2311
Respectfully submit?ed’, ; ' '
‘ : - ML Xixg
G D Perry ; Committee.

' .. B F GRrEEN | 3
On Literature—We your committes beg leave 1o report as follows :

Wo rcommend that all the Sunday Schools us:: tho .Star Quarterlies
for the incoming Associational v<:r, 88 we have no Sunday School
Literiure publisbed at home. V¢ recommend the HARVEST GLEANER
a8 our denominationxl paper and recommend that this Assogiation
suppors the same. We also recommend that the sermon delivered by
Rev. Cyrus White to the United Baptist Association convened a: Te-
man, Henry county, Georgia, November, 1832, be published, and also
a history of the deponiination ‘rom that time until now bs published
in connaction with it. Respectfully submitted,

e 5 . A J PArkzg, chairman,
On Investigation—We your coramitt

y €0 beg leave to submit the
following report : We fin

€ _ 1 the churches in this Association in
good standing, except New Life church, and ratity the action ot the

; 4his church. But since making out this

Union Meeting in xﬁzard toghis
report the delegates §om New Life hava come before us and.acknowl.

edged that they have ignorantly been in error and that they ask for-
giveness and want to be restored.oack in

sefRod | good standing. We your
somniittee are satisfied and ask the body to restore the above church
back in good standing,

‘ + '+ T CHuxxicutr, Chairman
i W MATHEWSE, w0 TV s1iMmoxs,
W T TURNER, =. WD GiLy,

H F FuLrorp, i % JN BHmx AT,
Miscelaneous Business Ren‘um‘&-‘_-_.-}fesolved, That the next ses-
sion of the Associstion be heid: wit

BOBIEVIOR X with Mount Olive church, Taylor
- county, Georgia, beginning on Tusds

: dusday night before the first Sundsy
in Uctober, 1896, Conveyances will meet deicyates at Reynolds, Gs.,
on the Macon and Coliimbus railroad on Tuesday.

Resolved, That we haye 100 ‘blanks printed ‘or form of Associa-
tionsl letters, and that 75 cents be paid for sanje,
Resolved, That the $2 50 :

¢ 20, semt up for Associstional purposes, be
appropriated to the Btate Convention, - »

A regolntion of thanks was tend
pity for the Lospitable manner in wh

pociation. . A
Appointed Brethren A J Parker and 3 I Kirg tn write Obitusry *
f Bro ber Hilitard Cromser sod vt suine vy oo o) sk, -

Bethe! ~burch and commu-
hey had entertained the As.

-
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Adjourned until next reguler session. Sung hymn No. 304
Prayer and Praise. Closjng prayer by A J Parker.

PREACHING SERVICES.

Fripay—At 11 o’clock the Introductory S8ermon wss preached by
Rev W A Hooks, followed Rev J.H Jenkins. At night RevJ D Kidd
preached, followed by Brother M L King.

SATURDAY—At 9 0'clock Revs 8 N Little and B F Green occupied
the stand. Just afier the body adjourned tor preaching at 11 o’clock,
Brother Hilliard Cromer, one of the delegates from Bethel church,
fell dexd near the door steps as he left the house. The attending ex-
citement made it negessary to omit the 11 o’clock services; st 3 o’clock
n, m. Rev W C Duffdllpreached, followed bv Rev 8 N Little; at night
Revs J H Jenkinsand W A Hooks occupied the stand,

BUNDAY—On Sunday Rev 8 N Little preached at 10:30 o’clock,
and Rev A J Parker at 11:30. 1u the afternoon the fuperal and burial
gervices of Brother Hilliard Cromer were attended to, BRev A J Parker
conducting the former and RevJ H Jenkins the latter.

CIRCULAR LETTER.

In Galationsg, cbap. 4th, we find these worde : Let every man prove
bis own work.”” How? By the plumb-line, the pattern, the rule,
the Word of God. Let us have the conscientious carefulness of
Balaam, who said to Balak, who had offered him hoaor, “If Balak
would give me his house full of gilver and gold, I cannot go beyond
the Word of my God, to do less or more.”” Let ustake no sub-
=litute, For instance, we would not be satisfied to sit down to the
€Communion Table, and partake os corn-bread and csbbage soup as
the Lord’s SBupper. Neither can we substitute rantism or sprinkrinz
for.the Bible baptiem or immersion. ‘‘Moses verily was faithful in all
his bouse,”” because he did “‘all things according to the pattern
shown him in the Mount.”” We are not only to prove oanr work by
conforming to Bible example in external duties; but if we obey,
from the heart, that form of Commandment given in Christ Jesus,
*‘Let that mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,”” For, pot
every one that saith unto me, Lord! Lord ! shall enter the kingdom
of Heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father, which is in
Heaven. The parable of the talents teaches us that the measure of
man’s ability to do is the measure of his duty to God. Ualess our
whole energies are exerted in the work of the Church, we are left
outside the promises of God-,-\;_qgl-if we are slumbering and sleeping,
we may come up without all“in our vessels, and knock when the
door is shut. May we know our duty and do it ; may we know our

mirsTop as a denomination and fill it. Youre, ir fretarral lovae,
J. B _JEXNEINS,




OBITUARIES.

Departed this life, Oetober the 5th, 1895, Brother Hilliard Cromer,
in the 60th year of his age. Brother Cromer was & devoted and con-
sistent member of Bethel Church, Macon county, Ga., for ten years.
holding an official position in the same. Bretber Cromer was a con-
stant attendant upoa all the Christian and official duties belonging
10 him and his“profession. Brother Cromer was a delegate of the
church, and was in attendance with the body, and died in the dis-
charge'of his duties. Ged galled him at Bethel Church, the place
he loved 8o well. While he passed away without 8 moment’s warn-
ing, we thank God for hig living testimony, which yet speaks, while
he is no more, and says, sweetly, though time and earthly friends
have receded from his mortal sight, Heaven and immortal glory has
dawned upon his immortality. The Church has lost an able support,
his companion an affectionate husband, his children a devoted
father, but Heaven has gained s priceless gemm. May God bless the
bereft ones. : i A. J. PARKER.

Departed-this Ffe September 5th, 1895, our brother, David Floyd
Goins, sged 67 years-and 10 days.  He joined the First United Free-
will Baptist Church, of Columbus, Ga., in December, 1892, and
from then until the day of his death he was found faithful, He was
a mcst affectionate husband and father; to his church loyal and true ;
. to his pastor an unfailing helper, and for the salvation of souls, he

worked with tireless energy, by tears and prayers and much entreaty.

““Servant of God well done! -

Rest from thy loved employ,
The battle’s fought, the victory won,
Enter thy Master’s Joy.”’

Among the aights that greet our eyes,

~ When we shall wake in Paradise,

We there will greet our brother dear,

. __And with him Canaan’s glory share.
Will clasp his hand, ah! yes, again !
Ahd sing with bim Heaven’s sweet refrain,

Will dwell with him immansgions bright -

In God’s eternal home of Jight. - J. H. JENKINS.
Departed this life, Septe r 29th, 1895, Sister Ida C. Briggs, a
member of the First United ¥reewill Baptist Church, of Columbus,
Ga, BSister Briggs was only 18 years of age, when the angel band
came and took her from her suffarings here to that clime where they
suffer*never again, and “'Where sickness, sorrow, pain and death, are

felt and feared no moye.”” But she left such testimony that our hearts

look up to heaven, sweet heaven,-"gi;’d “‘believe that 3he’s there.”’
' = SR J. H. JENKINS.
Departed this life Oetober 50th;:3895, ,Brother William Newberry,
aged 24, Brother Newberry was baptized on New Year's Day, January
h;;;f%, by Rev. A.J. Parker, illustratifig the truth of the poet’s
words * 2 o R 1 £ 3 -1t




1, ‘““Christians, if our hearts be warm,
| Ice and snow can do no harm.”’
| From then uatil his death he wasone of the moat faithful mem-
bers of the First.United F. W, B. Church of Columbus, Géorgia.
- When we meet with the bloodwashed throng that waits
To greet dear friends at the pearly gates
We’ll meet our brother who has gone on home,
We'll meet in heaven no more 10 roam.
J. H. JENKINBJ.
Departed this life Sister Melissa Strestman, wife of Brother E. B.
Streetman, She wasa member of the First Uhited F. W, B. Church
of Columbus, Georgia. :
We hope to meet her on the glory-lit strand,
When Jesus calls us to the promised land

-

J. H. JENKINS.

. Departed this life at-home in Girard, Alabama, August 20, 1895,
Sister Mary Brown, in tlte 56th year of her age. She loved her church
but being afllicted she was not ahle to attned the last few months of
her life, but God called her to the charch triumphant where we shall
never be debarred from attendance. She was a member of the First
United F. W. B. Church ui Columbus, Georgisa.

; : - J. H. JENKINS.
Departed this life September 16th, 1895, Sister Ella Seans, wife
of Brother H. V. Seans. 8hq joined Bethany Church, Marion county,
in 1892, and was baptized by Rev. W. C. Duffell and ever after lived
asall true Christians should. W. C. DUFFELL.
Departed this life April 28th, 1895, Brother Lee Holly, who was a
good member of Rocky Mount Church; he leaves a wife and one

T child, a mother, two sisters and two brothers to mourn his loss; while

it is & loes to them and the church, it is his eternal gain. God bless

them.
Then to my raptured ears
Let one sweet gong be given;
. ~ Let music charm me last on earth
1 And greet me first in heaven. J. H. DUPREE,
| Departed this life on the 2nd day of November, 1894, Sister Fan-
b= nie Posey. Sister Posey was a consistent member jof the Freewill
Baptist (thurch of Christ at New. Prospect. - 8he joined the church
when young; she has four children to mourn their loss, which is her
. eternal gain; she died in the full triumphs -of the Christian faish.
! Good-bye, Bister, till we meet agsain. J. M. POBEY.
* Brother James Daniel was a member of New Life Church. After
a long illness God called him home to reap the reward of the finally
faithfal : :
Within the tomb our brother sleeps,
While here a loving family weeps,
Yet the ‘mame of God be blest, - .
He has ealled him home vo rest. J.D.KIDD.
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. Departed thig life January 24th, 1895, Sister Mary Bradford. This
good woman was & member of Rocky Mount Chureh for many years.
She leaves an aged husband fourchi!dren and many friends to mourn
her loss. The church has lost a good member. May her husband and
children ever remember the admonition she gave them and that the
servant of God brings them to meet her in heaven. She has changed
her bed of pain for a bed of cley, there to sleep till the Judgment
Day, then to arisee with joy at God’s command and soar to meet the
J. H. DUPREE.

faithfal band.
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Union Grove | Sumter-
Bethel - Macon A J Parker
Rocky Mount | Sumter =
Corinth Msrion }J R Brown
Pleasant Hill | Schley N E Massey
New Life Marion E C Grimsley |
Friendship | Sumter |J H Dupree
Providenee Muscogee | J H jenkins
Macedonia Lee, Ala | W A Hooks™ |
Friendship | Rusell ““ | W A Hooks |
Trinity & | Taylor A J Parker |
Juniper Marion 1
Bethany Marion W C Duffell ' §
Spring Hill Marion J R Brown i}
Union Grove | Randolph | CC Mar:in:% i
Harmony Taylor A J Parker: ' |
My, Olive . | Taylor A J Parker ' |
Columbus - | Muscogee | J H Jenkinas
New Prospect | Taylor J M Posey
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Osk Grove Bibb W J Freeny
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LIST OF MINISTERS AND POSTOFFICES. /

J R Brown, Japanese, Ga. I W S Cooper, Salem,-Ala.
W A Hooks, Phenix, Ala, T P Young, Columbus, Ga-
J H Jenkins, Phenix, Ala. A J Parkar, Oglethorps, Ga-
NEM , Butler, Ga. J H Dupree. Tropic, Ga.

A Smith, pic, Gs, J M Posey. Butler, Ga.

W C Duffel, Columbus. Ga. T P Carr, Reynolds, Gas.

B F Green, Reynolds, Ga. J D Kidd, Howard, Ga.

E C Grimsley, Japanese, Ga, T A Ballard, Juniper, Ga.
W J Freeney, Macon, Ga. J A Cobb, Americus, Ga,

D C Brinkley, Bronwood, Ga. Z T Boune, Butler, Ga.
Davidl Joiner, Dawson, Ga. H M Pittman, Atlanta, Ga.

LICENCIATES.

A 8 Moore, Dawson, Ga. H B Mathis, Dawson, Ga.
Jesse Culpepper, Columbus, Ga. W J Norris, Columbus, Ga.
M L King, Oglethorpe, Ga. J H Holley, Americus, Ga.
B O Brown, Oglethorpe, Ga. T Baullard, Juniper, Ga.

Z P Corban, S8hellman, Ga. W A Posey, Butler, Ga,

CHURCH CLERKS AND POSTOFFICES.

J R Duckworth, Americus, Ga. E R Jones, Oglethorpe, Ga.
G W Bradford, Americus, Ga, G W Paol, Buena Vista, Ga.
T Davis, Poindexter, Ga. W A Daniel, Blueviile, Ga.
J R Baty, Smithville, Ga. A A Pbelts, Columbus, Ga.
M Long : Jas McLemore, Phenix; Ala
J B Watson, Howard, Ga, E J Melvir, Juniper, Ga.
JG , Japanese, Ga. G D Perry

A Knight, Shellman, Ga. . J J Mati=v. s, Reynolds, Ga.
G W Mathews, Reynolds, Ga. W J Norris, Columbus, Ga.
J W Allen, Skipperton, Ga.

T o CHURCH DECORUM.

1. The church may choose & pastor annually at the last regular
conference in Associationsal year; or, if they prefer it, may choose a
pastor for an indefinite length of time, to continun from year to year,
80 long as they miay deem it proper to keep up the connection.

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chcsen at any
other time; but if the choice be made at a special conference, the
time must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the church.

8. The pastor shall be Moderator of the churck, but when he is

' absent, or does mnot sit as Moderator, being present, some suitable

brother shall sit in his place.
4. 'There shall be two or more deacons in the church, whose duty

-
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it shall be to superintend the cellection and disbursemeat of all eon-
tributions made by the church to the pastor, etc., and to distribute
the bread and in tne administration of the Lord’s Supper. :

. 5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refase or

I neglect to partake of the Lord’s Supyer, and endeavor to ascertain

' the-cause, that the same may be laid before the church in confersnce,

L if pecessary. - 5

[ , 6. BSomesuitable member shall be 2y pointed Clerk, and it shall
be his duty to do all the recording and other writing pertaining to

the business of the church, and to preserve a file of the minutes of

the Associstion. ;

7. When a new clerk is appointed, sll the books, minutes, etc., be-
longisg to the clerk, shall be immediately delivered to him by his r
predecessor. A% :

8. When the deems it uecessary, a committee of not less than
three male mr mbers, well agcgquainted with business, shall be appoint- .
ed whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethren who apply to
them relative to cases of dealing, etc., with the charch.

9, ' The church shall hold a two days’ ' meeting - monthly, embrac-
ing Saturday and the Lord’s Day following, the first of which shall be
! the regular time of conference.

., : 10. It shall be the duty of-every member, male and female, to at-
tend cach conference meeting, if they can; for on that day the pastor
is expected to instruct the church in a special manner by giving
plain and pointed lessons on 'doctrine,- discipline, and the rules of
boly living. / '

: 11. Any male member who:shall fail to attend three successive con-
ferences, and any member whatever who shall be generslly remiss in

| attending the meetings or the church, according to the Covenant

i (Article 10), shall be cited to appearin conference and answer for his

! neglect but the church may exempt members from shis rule, if nec-

CBBArY. LT .

16.” Conferencesball be openad and conducted as follows : 1. Prayer
(unless divine service has just been conducted, and generally then.)
2. Invite visijing brethren to seats. 3.  Open the doors for the recep-
g < tion of members. 4. Call for abseatees. 5. For acknowledgements.
6. For references or deferred business. 7. For matters of dealing !
i which aro in order to come beforé the churchh., 8. For miscellaneous

£ business, :

18. Visiting brethren, as helps calied in from sister churches, shall
be allowed to speak,make motions or seconds,bu} not allowed tovote. .
14. Ao orderly member of the Baptist Church,. who dees not hold
this church in fellowship, may be received into the church without s
letter, wheu it is made apparent that his Christian character 18 nnim-
peachsble. and when he has applied for a lstter and could not obtain
it because he desires tojoin this or some other sister church. All
other persons must joio by letter or baptism.:. = -a
15. No mamber shall be received without #he unanimous eonsent of




the members present; but unreasonable objections shzll not be valid,
and uuless withdrawno the member who makes them shall be liable
to be taken under dealiugs by the church. g ‘

16. When the Moderator calls for absentees, the Clerk shall inform
the churcn what male members have been absent from tnree succes-
eive conferences, and the Moderator shall appoint some brother or
brethren to cite each of them to the next conference.

17. No member shall be expelled uunless he has been cited verbally
o];- in :titing to his trial, provided his residence be known to the

church.

‘ 18. When witnces, not a member of the church, is introduced, be
shall not be examined till 'question has been put to the church : Will
you hear the testimony of this wituess ?

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledgoem ent

- shall be minuted in the church book.

20. Members dismissed from this church by letter, who become dis-
orderly or continue .2 hold their letters without a good reason, shall
be cited.to conferenc- to answer for their conduct.

21. ExpeHed members may be restored to fellowship on their peti-
tion, if their walk siice expulsion has convinced the church that they
hrve sincerely repented ot their former evil. A

. 22. A vote shall oot be taken on any question without a move and &
second, and in all important questions the vote shall be taken by
rising to the feet.

23. No motion shall be made while 8 move and & second is before
the conference. ‘ -y

24. 1t shall be considered disorderly for any member to abeent him- -
self from conference when an important question is to be dccided;
but'a member, upon his request, may be exempted by the church
from-Vvoting on either side in peculiar cases.

25. No member shall leave the bouse during conference without a
sufficient cause, nor engage in couversation or whispering without
being subject to be called to order by the Moderator.

26. All discussion in conference must be conducted with calmness

( and good feeling; those who speak must arise to their feet and ad-

: dress the Moderator, and keep to the point in debate.

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same motion
without permission from the moderator, nor shali the remarke of any

¢ ona be nnreasonably leng. 2

28. When the Moderator speaks 1n debate he must nominate some
brother moderatpr in his stead. : ' ,

29. No one shall be interrupted while sneaking unless it is necesgp-
Iy to cf.ll him to order. ; ‘ , t

30. It shall be.the rule of the chureh to attend to the edministrs-
tion pf the Lord’s Supper st least four times & year, ana the expens-s
are to be paid by the church. '

31, Members not in good standing sball not commune, but the -
ministration shall not pe (oo o acouur s of way ordloary i £

AT




of dealing,

- 32. Feet washing sball be attended to as the church spes proper.
33. Public fasting, humiliation snd. prayer shall bé observed on
Proper occasions, :

E [

E : .
|

|

34. The Decornm may be amended or altered by the yote of two-
thirds of thc members present any two gucceesive monthly conferences. |,

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES.

1. We believe that & Gospel church, or a church of Christ,is a con-
. gregation of Christians, constituted and governed according to the
l rules laid down in the New Testament.

2. That these rules require churches to preserve the form of gov-
ernment and the ordinances of the first Christian churches, and to'be
compored of baptized believers in Christ.

4. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number of *
Gospel churches, and that the invisible church is eomposed of the re-
I deemed ncw in heaven, and guch Christians on earth as are not at-

! tached io the vigible, according to gospel riles.
4. That the establishment of a central or Catholic government
over the visible church, or any part thereof, is a device of earthly
* ambition, repugnant to the word of God, subversive of the churches
_ and dangerous 1o the liberties of men. ) .
" _0. That the gospcl churches jare the only ecolesiastical bodies or
4 tribunals authorized by the Bcriptureg; that each church has the un-
restricted right to admioister its own government without supervision
or interference; being under Christ, essentinlly independent and ab-
solute; a®d tbat if this right be surrendered to a superintending juris-
.diction, by delegation or otherwise, tlie assembly then ceases to be &
gospel church. Heh -

6, That churches msy, neverthelegs, we suppose, meet by dele-
gates, form an arsociation and declarethe terms upon which they will
keep up a friendly correspondence; but had the rights and suthority
of churches been inalienable, are inno wise compromised or hindered

J by ontering into an associatlon, and’ therefore agsociations have no
q--' ~ sbadow of authority over churches or: individusls, their only power

-y

————
L N —
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N being to transact business which does not pertain to churches in their )
5 ecclesiastical capacity, or promote mutnal intercourse and & concen-

' tration of voiuniary effort, and to give that advice to churches which

might, with equal authority, be given by any individual. :

{ 7. That the authority of churches is designed for the perpetustion ‘

*_ of the true relizion of the gospel, and for the preservation of a pure

L‘ snd orderly body of Christians on earth; that it is fully sufficient for

13 ‘1“‘-3“"90,89 intended, but that it does not. extend to persons, proper-

: ty or consciences of menin any case whutever.

: 8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in
\ Christ and obedience to the gospel; that faith Christ necessarily ex-
W dsts in conpection wisn the belief in the fundamental truths of Obris.




tianity, and that to prezcribe to any requisite of church membership
ja an assumption of authority on the part of the church, and a de-
parture from the plan of the gospel.

9. That the officers of a church are elders and deacons; that elders
are also called bishops or pastors; that all elders are equal in rank,
though they may perform different functions, since some may be
bizhops or pastors of particular churches, while others may be simply
elders having no pastoral charge.

10. That the.authority of the minister of the gospel extends to
teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot per-
form any act which belongs to the authority of the church, such as
the reception of members into the church compact, or the expnlsion
of offenders; that as & member of the church he is no more than any
other member, and if hé ie guilty of transgression he is to be brought
to trial before his brethren and econvicted or acquitted in the same
manner a8 if he were & private person; yet we think it prudent and
proper to call in advisory help, especially if the minister is to be tried
upon a charge of heresy.

11, Lhat Christian baptiem is the immersion of & believer in water,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, aud of the Holy Ghost.

12, That the Lord’s S8upper and washing of the Saints’ feet is an
ordinance to be observed in the church till the Lord comes.

13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their offices by or-
dination, or imposition of the hands of the presbytery and prayer,
without which they are not authorized to administer the ordinances
pertaining to their respective offices.

14, No preacher shall be ordained unlees called to take charge of a
church as pastor or for some other good and sufficient reason.

DOCTRINAL VIEWS.

1, We befieve that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely in-
spired, and is a troasure of heavenly instruction; that it has a God for
its author; salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture of
arror for its matter; that it reveals the principles by which God w:ll
judge us, and therofore that it shall remain with us to the ead of
time, the true centre of Christian union and the supreme standard to
which all human conduct and opinions should conform—Rev. xiii,
14; John v, 30. ) )

2. That there i3 one and living God, whose name is Jehovah, the
Maker and Ruler of heaven and earth, inexpressibly glorious in holi.
ness, worthy of ali possible honor, confidence and love, revealed in
the personal distinction of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, equsal in

. every divine perfection, and executing distinct but harmonious offices
in the great work of redemption—Exodns vi, 3; Ps. Ixxxiii, 18.

3. That man was created in a state of holinéss under the laws of
his maker, but by voluntary travsgression fell from that holy and
happy state, in consequence of which'men are now sinners, not by
constraint, but by choice, being by nature utterly vo*d of that holi:




» ness required by the law of God, wholly given to the gratification of
the world, of satdn, and their own sintal passions, and therefore un-
derjust condemnation to eternal ruin, withont defense or excuse—
Gen. i, 27; i1,7; i1i, 19, 23. ' {

4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, through the
mediatorial office of the Bon ef God. who took upon bim our nature,
yet without sin, honored the law by his personal obedienee, and
made atonement for sin by his death, being risen from the dead, heis
now enthroned in Heaven, aud uniting in his wonderfar person the
tenderest sympathies with divine perfection, is every way qualified to
be asuitable, sompassionate and all-sufficient Saviour.—Eph. ii, 5;
v, 8; Rom. vii, 11, 27. '

5. That the great gospel biessing which Christ of. his fallness
1 bestows on such a8 believe on bim, is justification consists tn the
¥ pardon of gin and promise of eteraal life upon. principles of righte- ¢
A . ousaess; that it is bestowed, not in consideration of auything which
H ' we have done, but solely through his own righteousness and atone-
| ment, and that it brings us into a state of mcst blessed peace and fa-
I vor with God.—Romans viii, 30; Ezek. xviii, 57, £8; John iii, 14, 15,
16; Romans viii, 17.
! 6. That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the gos-
pel; that it is the immediate duty of all to receive them by cordial
l and obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation of the
great sinner upon earth but his own voluntary refusal to submit to
| the Lord Jeaus Christ, which refusal wil) subject him to an aggravated
condemnpation—Mark xvi. 16; John xvii, 20; Iss. xiv, 22.
i 7,. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated or born again;
t'{ + that reganeration consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind,
I

P ahe :

and is effected in a manner above our comprebension by the power of
the Holy Spirit producing voJuntary obedience to the gospel, and
that its properevidence is found in the holv fruits which we pbrikg
I forth to God—Joha iii, 3, 5, 7, 8§ Matihew iii. 8, 10.
¢ 8. That election is the gracious purpose of God, according to
o which he regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinnoers; that being per-
feotly consistent with the free'agency of man, it comprehends all the ;
means With the end; that it is a most glorious display of God’s good-
gess, being infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable; that it utterly ex-
cludes boasting and premotes hnm_@}g, prayer, praise, truss in God
and active imitation of his free mergy;:that 1t encourages the use of
means in the highest degree; that i$'ig the foundation of Christian
assurance, and that to ascertsin it ‘with regard to ourselves demands
and deserves our utmost diligence—Eph. i, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,

9. That the preserving attachment -of vrue believers to Christ is
the grand work which distinguishes them from superficial professors;
that a special providence watcnes over their welfare, and that they
;;e higpt. by the power of God through faith unto esalvation—Eph. i,

9 . - oy ¥ s . ;
10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule of his
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government; that it is holy, just and good, and that the inability

which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen man to man to fallfill its pre-

Oepts arises entirely from their love of gin, to deliver them from

wbich, and to restore them through s mediator, to nnfeigned obedi-

ence to tLe holy law, ia one design of the gospel, and of the means of "
graoe concected with establishment of the yisible church—Matt. v,

17, 18; Luke x, 13 20; xiy, 17. i :

11. That the first day of the week is the Lord’s Day, or Christian
Babbath; that it should be kept sacred to religioms purposes by ab-
staining from all secular labor and recreation, by the direct observ-
ence of all the means of grace. both private and public, and by pre-
paration for the rest which remains for the people of God—Exodus
xix, 8; Hebrew iv, 9; Thes. i, 7; Pa. xvi, 9. 2

12. That civil government is of divineappointment for the intérest
and good order of human society; that the magistrates are to be prayed
for conscieatiously, honored and obeyed in all things not contrary to
the will of our Loid Jesus Christ, who is Lord of the conscience and
thelPrince of the kings of the earth—Heb, xii, 7; Acts xxiii, 5; Tim.
v’ L
13. That there is a radical and essential difference between the
righteous and the wicked; that such only are justified by faith in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the Bpirit of God, as are
truly righteous in his esteem, while all such as continue in impeni-
tence and unbelief are, in bis sight sight, wicked and under the curse,
and this distinction holds among men both in and after death—Matt.
xxv, §5,.46; Mark xvi, 17.

14, That the end of the world is mrmhing, when Christ will de-
scend from Heaven and raise the dead from their graves to final retri-
bution; that & solemn separation will then take place, the righteous
being adjudged to everlasting happiness and the wicked to endless

unishment; and this judgment will fix forevér the final state of men
in heaven or bell, on principlés’of righteousnesa’™=~John v, 25; Matt,’
xxv, 31, 32, 83, 34, 41, 46.
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