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MINUTES S °
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he sixty-first annual session of tbe Oln.t' .
tahooochee’ United Freewill Baptist Associa-
tion met at Mt, Olive church, Taylor connty,;
G& Wodnouhy, September 80 18968, .

be imirod uctory sermon was preschodl?'y

v, J. H. Jenkine, followed b’f Rev, A.J,

ﬁom Isaish 88:1: ‘‘Set hme House

in Order.”
After an intermission for dinner, ths Mod-
erator called the body together, and after

No, 821, “Baptist Harmony,” “Rev.
Mk led i in prayer. o

were read from twelve churghes-and -
tho names of delegates enrolled as follows: -
Betbel—M 1. King, General Taylor, Green
» 44 Jones an dJ P Cromer,
Mount—W H Justice.
(hdi;thﬂ(i W Pool T V-Bimmons and J
- T Bheets,
Plnunt Hill—H F Falford, I W Brawer.
Eﬂmd_phip{Summ count.y)—J R Baty.
Provic 1)%— Britt and J M Lockbart,
" D.Gill nnd A A Watéon, =
ring Hill—J R Flurry and. G D Peuy.
Olive—A J B-nlgan and D W Young,

WBA W w B 'ﬁr
L 4
pec AR aumz 08ey, _
B‘Miﬂ Brdwn,,liodmhr, qgg J H s
iﬁonmmm 'l‘wo m
. And-the

3 :dobo. Hinten' -




2 MINUTUTHES. (

.. ‘associstion expressed a willingness to receive f
them under haz watchcare for 12 months, but
the delegatu jected to this, and the peti- -
- tion was rej ootoci _
E 7/ Called for corresponding megsengers and
. received W B Cook from the Middle Georgia
Association.
Appointed committees as follows:,
On Prelchln —A J Rodgers, D W Young, =
J W Allen, G W Pool and T A Britt. -
On the éundlng of the Churches and tho‘
Oharzcterof the Mlnlatr}-—J W Allen, J W °
Brewer, J R Baty, W Wainwright, WD -
Gill, W.B Lookhsrt. and J T Sheets.
Finance—M L King, G D Peiry, BF Green,
Obitusries—J H Jenkins, A " Parker aud ;
N E Masszey. 1
Literature—T P Carr, T A Bntt., A J _ 1
F Parker,J R Flurry and W H Justioce, .
s Cireuiar jetter resd by J H Jenkine, ordared
printed in the minutes. 1
Adjourned to 8:80 o’clock Thursday morn- :
ing. Prayer by B. ¥, Green. '

THURSDAY,

Bung No, 252 (Prayer and Praisé), and the
opening prayer was led by Rev A J Parker, -
Appoi oe‘rmpondents to auter moml-.

8 a8 follows:
x ddle Georgia—J R Brown. N E Massey
4 W/B Lockhart, -
3 Libal'tz of Florida—J H Jophna.
| Mn-—J H Jenkins, 2

>

?poru of.nommiuouufollonl s 8T
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MINUTES. 8
our song book for the next aseociationsl yesr,

A. J. Papxer, Chairman, -
CHURCNES AND MINIETRY.

We find all the churches in good standing

~ s

excep! Bethany, and all the ministers exceps
C Grimsley. We 1eeommend that a com-
mittee be appointed to see both the church
. and the preacher, :
W. B. LookHART, Chuirman,
After the. above report wss read it was
" agreed by the body thatthe fellowing church-
" e8 be u{ded, and that the tommittee also
investigate their condition and Teport to the-
next session of the Association, yiz: Union
Grove (Sumter county), Antioch, ~Juniper,
Harmony, 8hiloh, Silver Run and Mavedonia,
The following were &ppointed as the commit-
~ tee: J R Brown, A J- arker, J H Jenkins, N
E Massey and B F Green. _
- FINANOE, .

From thechurches : $26 60 -
From the collection : - 14 05

R
®r :

Total. * 3 eias $40 55 - :

3 . &~ no LI Kmﬂ, Mlmn. :

Selected Oak Grove. churoh; Bibb county,
p_ 5

I - Ga, asthe place for holdiag -Dext sassio
| o --"'u”'r- hﬂ sphngt e

—




% DT UTES. ‘,

Saturday before in Novembsr 1896. First
distriot at Columbus on the fifth Sunday and-
Baturday before in January, 1897. Second -
fdutnot .Corinth, Mgrion ecounty, on the
fifth Bnudng aad Bqurds before in lhy
. Fourth district, at Bethel, Macon county,

the fifth ‘Bunday and Saturdsy before in . ul y.

Appeinted T P Carr, A J Parker, M L K.tn%
JI J’ones, NE Mmey, W 8 Lockhart, B
Green and J W Brewer delegates to the State
Converdtion.

" A resolution offered by A. J.- Rodgora that °8
every church do all ig their power to main-
tain a good Sunday-school was adopted. .

Constitution offored hy J. R. Bx:own ®chair-
mau of committee on same, was nnani.moullly
adopted, and ‘ordered ’prmted in the minutes.

Eloc:ted ordammg"connell and ‘executive
committee.

_ ‘frdared 800 copies mmutoa pnnted and
: d clerk $10 for his services., ~

A resolution of  thanks to the.church and
oommanicy, thenking them. for the hospitable
snd royal entertainment given the -Assooia-
tion, was adopfed
~ Olosed by nmglng No. 43, Baptist Har-
mony,. l;:d prayer, led by Rev. T: P. Carr.

{

-« J. H.,Jzsxins, Clerk. ‘

5‘1.nnnnn OF PREACHING. .
day. mchs. I H Jenkins, followed. b
S Wq.ﬂﬂ u’o%oot.iJ

.....




- . CIRCULAR LETTER. -
| Reading 1 Cotinthians-8d’ chapter 9 3
yerses, we have s subjeot stated ‘§§ :
* _ by the apostls. ' We will not take %
up indetail, but wish to nonootlm. -~
‘ yet-conneoted P -
X ist. ""We are laborers togother with God »
: _God bas both bighly honored and’
' | as he'brings us into fellowsbip with k m&!f'
. in‘that we are to be bis witnesses; hmngen‘ta
,— lnd his- f;llofv llborar:i iiu ig‘.,on! A
{f great- work o gocbei vation, - we C. -
1 ' truly living the Chnstian life W6 &re bco]l' m :
in this “service. The man who' las n
ordsinéd to' preach, and failed to, dinb__
his duty, io mjn; slnnm. .
_ .. pentance, comforting the s#lic ;‘

| the wesk and‘feeding the flock of Go
» hope of God’s ap at the ju
; “thlood will I require at the watchman ’5
. © “hand.” Ez:‘fkiel 83‘&. " Wogou giitéo mﬁ ir I
f p not 1] r. Wry =
- : gbt‘ deln given a talent, and willbe =
hold responsible and accountable for the i im-
provement of eamé at that Day. hile these
solevuir travhs ahallﬂd bestir us to sctivity, 1ot -
-.us keep in view ‘the higher motive or ﬁ‘lilbl- ]
. to share  the fellowship of Christian
ntil the Master calls us to oomo and .
ng our gatbered sheaves. =
2d. - ““Let “every mian teke beed how he |
Pty buildeth - thw **° - Obrist is the" only q
B foundation. er our moralily, our 1
.~ . our-heliefs, nor dnything eles is sufh ]
. 2 - Dotess JFesus! ﬂhris‘&rib .lhi! -’hqhbrbd knd uih- -5

. fersed fiandation, oﬂa ﬁ imm

Een thién we mhsi DO ar' _ i _

Usib #nd:

. botu‘church :hemben d&n l&ongh‘t a m- 4
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6 CIRCULAR LETTER.

. venient sacrifice, while Abel brought the
~  required or apceptable. sacrifice. “If thom ¢
A ioyeat not well, sin lieth at the door,””. Gen,
¥ .
! 8d. “The fire shall try every man’s work "
of what sort it is.”” The apostle speaks ot
. three durable ‘substances,gold, silver, pre-
cious stones, and of three perishable sub-
ahnoea, wooci, hay and stubble, as character-
of the work of different men building
v u 2 the only fodndation Christ Jesus. This
SR teaches ua two things, First, that the
w of eome.Ohnsums will be bnrned a Q
-because, it is not scceptable to God. Whi o
- they truat in Ohrist and consecrate their lives
to him, yet they have conatracted their build-
ing out of: ‘perishable material. Becond, it
teaches us ‘that we shonld exercise ohmty'
toward other denominations of Christians, %
Some .pethkaps are building wrong, thongh 1
bnildm f~honestly, and their soule will ‘
gaved -if their works fail in the great final
" teat. ngnot git in judgment upon their
. consoci ;“to the Lord their Master they
|- . must stand or fall at last, and hence we can-
not bar them from the Lord’s table or other
* Chris privileges which their allegiance to -
Jesus’ hriat should afford them. *Letevery -
man be fully sssured in his own mind.” &
(Marginal reading.) ~ We caanot be fully
assured in our own mind unlegs we follow the
dictates of .an enlightened conscience. Con-
science, remember, cannot be- a safe guide . ;
without the enlightenment of God’s word, ;
‘The heathen mot li'diho hurls the babeof - —4-
her breast into the Ga r % ust oconsoien-
tiously believe that she is-d -~her. duty.
Tho ‘word of God, the light of life, must _
o8 :g ide of our conscience, as well asthe ~
~ rale our m Lot us thon 7iolﬂmplioit .,

e e e et ‘ -
= e

e o
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2  OBITUARIES.
» OPIT]

. &nd uncompromising obedienoe to the gospel,
y the whole pgoqie‘l, 'g'uid nothing but the
" gospel, . - J. H, JENKINS,
22 _OBITUARIES,

g - ‘ DUFFELL,

Bister Hevrietts OColbert Duffell, wife of our
esteemed brother, Rev. W. 0. Duffell, died at

“her home in Crenshaw county, May 18, 1896,

| ‘BheZwould have been sixty-six years old on

‘the 17th. 8he had been for nearly forty yeart
& member of Providence cliurch in Muscogee
,'eounty.' A husband and several children .
mourn her loss, Anmiong the latter is Bro.
W. 0. Daffell; jr., olerkiof Providench chureh,
-‘May the dear ones left -on earth press ope-

ful zonwud and vpward and meet her againe

in the Baviour’s bright mansions above.

. e ks - J. H, JENKINS,

8 7 - BMITH, - _
- Died in Febrnaori 1896, SBister Josie Smith
at her home in umbus, Ga. Bhe oined
the .Oolumbus United 'Freewill - Baptist
church under the pastorate. of Rev, A. J.
Parker, and we do not believe her faith in
Jesus ever wavered. All who koew her praised
her goodness, and we hope to meet her, when

: we pass within the gates of pearl, and find s

_ .her wearing the crown of eternal joy, -~ -~ .

. ; J. Hc Jmo 1

? £ ‘mlc!u ' _
_ Bister Fannie Hill, wifé of Bra. Wiley Hill,
depsafted this life April 1, 1896. The pain,
the oare and the toil of life- for her have
ceased, and we fondly hope she rests in the
v _ bosom of the Father’s love. She wasa mem-
ber of the Columbus church, i
S e ~J. H. JENKINS,

(| @ Departed this life April 7, 1898, Sister

|

ot ‘ A
3 b - . =

o - e - - .
i = E L




8 OBITUARIES. % .
Na Bobxnson at an advanced a. Bntfr
Bp:gm Jomed the Hiummnr isg ¢

- church in early life pﬁ lived & member of
the same untif' s few days- Before her death., .
bile on her dying: bedshe sent for the pRe-
i of the Frecwill Baptist- chureh. und';‘lu- :
ted him to call a quoram of his chur
hEthbr. hold & service with her, raoag' . qr
5 in%o bis church, and wash her feet in. obedi-.
ohoof hi-p d:.he blauedd 85;10'1‘:1'" go A 1
of-which was done, and she then s us . :
. _thas she :was buppy. Bhe bad lo:;?-ﬂ&?nd‘ 5
: this privilege, but her church denied.ij 30

' herra,"e came to us that ehe mi i

: the ronRpious assurance of duty fully-done,

' . to comfort her dyiog moments, and soable
her with the ful) assurapce of faith, '

-:w'

_*T64ear: her head on Jesus’ breast, B
And bmthe her life out sweetly thére.” ’

May her ‘experience help othersto follow
their Master before they reach a dying couck;,

and rém duty unperformed We beliave
wodnlimoet ber agsin. J. H, unml
- BASS,
Died. st bis home in_Bumter countj;. in
Janusry, 1896, Brother Rice Basa, |
6ATE O sgg, Brother Bass wes® memlzq"” :
{I Brove church.” Brother Bass' was s
{ msaahd Christisn. The Freow:llncp- -
‘ thhhnﬂgut ong of beird bt _ _
county of Sumter a ol
ood’ ‘&ltgfufhmbs’pdm his ohijldre

by ‘whose exanmlea &
d’dio. lhy om ehr lead
dear brothor, tbon art ubn. holno to

l|  Parpmall 8
8 fpo n*ﬁth angels wud dwolf with the blest.
- | -' IH, Dum: ‘? 3

—— ---—An- L —— —
]

~-“-j iﬁm.




A OBITUARIES.

{

JOHNBON,

. Died at his home Brother David Johnson,

in bis twenty-eighth vear. Brother Johnson

was & member of Rocky Mount church, wasa

good man and leaves a wife and four children

and old father, mother, brothers aad sisters
to mourn his loes. God bless them and help

- them to meet him Over the river. Their loaa

is bis gsin, . J. H. DUPREE,
'CANNON.

" Died at the poor bouse Rister Elafnu‘ Oan— -
nen, age seveniy-eight years. Sister Cannen
_'was & member of Rocky Mount church, Bum-
~ tercounty. The old sister has left the trou-
bles of this world for 8 home where pain and

_ tronble will be felt no more. God bless her

relatives. J. H. DuPrgg, -
WELCH, '

Departed this life July 9, 1896, in her sixty-
fifth year, Bister Mary Welch. This.
woman wes & member of Oak Grove church
ever gince it was organized. Bhe leaves four
children and many. friends to mourn ber lose,
The church bhas lost a good member. May
ber-children ever remembeﬁ the admonitions
~she gave them, and that the seryant of God

?lfn them to meet her in heaven., Bhe

ohnnﬁed her bed of: pain for a bed of clay,
thm to sleep until the judgment day, lhgn e
to arire with joy at God- soommnnd,;tnd BOAT '
to moet the.- sm:ful bund v
w.J. anr:. 345

- : nnt'rol. e,
¥ Deputed o}h:i. lite ‘oBmerBli[sry Alliinntoﬂinto.g o
at the age ty-four, ster Hinton nad -~ - =
a mombof of the ohmh for 48 years.

-

’lived s devoted Ohriatian fife ¢htp \

W&&r liviog faith. uooa-lm.

- ”

g /,.-
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10  MINISTERIAL ROLL, ¢

JONRS.

Departed this life March 80, 1896: Brother 4,
Reddy Jones, at the age of ninety-three years.
He: lived fully in the discharge of his Chrie-
tian duties and died in the triumph of llﬂng‘
faith and has gone to reap his reward. Good-
bye, brot.her. till we meet a.bove

3

S da Pman
BARFIELL,

Da arted this life April 8, 1896, Bro. Sol -
Bnrﬁelﬂ Brother Barfield obtained & hope

‘apd joined the church at Little Bethel in

1894. Brother Barfield lived a member of the:
ohnrch until the time of his death., Good-:
s, brather. May we meet you above. God
bless the i)ereft. onés. A.J. Panm
Sy BRAND.
_ L Brand departed this hfa after &
' “illness, September 1. 1896, at the
ge of seventy:six years and five montbl
-Brand united himself witlrthé chareh -
year-1858. He lived a'devoted Chris-
fe and died in the triumph of holy faith-
&nn to reap the reward of 1he‘ﬂgh9,-
church has lost & strong sub
the commupity a noble citizen. Good-

-

- bye, mn.y We meet you in heaved.

Ad. Pakktn g

23 mISTERuL ROLL. 352
J B:Brown, Japanéfe, 1WS§ . ‘Salem
- Gs, W qu ; Phenix.
P ronnxcmumbul Gs J H Jini
J » Oglethorpe * Phenix Als
; G- | .J H iDupree, &o Ga
N X Massey , Biitler Ga - Aﬂmith, Tropie

".Btler Csrr, Potterville
uﬂsrg: Ti ‘PO _ g: |
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 11

~ J C Binkly, Tropic Ga W M Pittman, = -
David Joineér, = - Gainesville Ga :
S8 Dawson Ga. - 3¢ ~ -

g ol ORDAINING COUNCIL, -
l - J R -Brown, Japanesé Ga W S Lockhait, - |
‘A J Parker, : Columbus Ga ‘
. .+ . Oglethorpe Ga A J Rodgers, =¥ 3
- dH Jen‘lﬁsxPhepix Ala .  Potterville G -3
12 & WPool, -~ - JMKing: =
, ~Buena Vista Ga -~ Garden Valley Ga E
{* .~ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. -
. J H Jenkins, ' ‘W D Gill, Howard Ga 3
‘.} Ve l;_honix.&la M L King,
: T Oglethorpe Ga

CHURCH CLERKS -AND POSTOFFICES,
7 Bethel—W. G. McGlamey, Montez_umaf'(}a. ~
' Rocky Mount—G. W, Bradford, Ameriocus, Ga. ;
' gonnth—gu‘lv ll"oo];;Bu‘é'nlx:; Vl;ta, G&Ga'.. -
“Pleasant Hill—T, Davis, Puindexter, Gs
~ Friendsbip, 8—J. E. Jones, Smithville, Ga, - -
Friendship, R—Jas, McLunore, Phoevix," Ala '
= FProvidence—W. C. Duffell, jr,, Columbus, Ga, & -
Trivity—J. B. Watson, Howard, Ga. = .~ =
Spring Hill—G. D. Pcsry, Blueville, G, _
e o i
Columbus—J, N. Shira, Columbus, Ga.”

 New Prospect—A. B. Posey, Butle:, Ga. - o
Oak Grove—J. W. Allen, Skipperton, Gs, i
-7 Turner’s Chapel—I N Wainwright, Bntler, Ga,
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STATISTICAL TABLE.

12

Torner’s Chapel Taylor

\ . \ -
STATISTICATL TABLE. :
STIRIE B2 R 2|5 S8,
. a2l (& lSlo (B 218 [wB
zlelelalea(S| |= [F5"
CHURCH. | COUNTY. | PASTOR. 8|2 R|EIEEIR]| |Z AR
——— ' U Q 4 E"

|| Bethel Macon A J Parker |1 | 2 3 [1.]103 [$3.00
Rocky Mount |Sumter JH Dupree (2 1 281 1.50
Corinth Marion J H Jenkins (3 [ 5 3 1 42| 1,60
Pleasant Hill Schley N E Massey (1 1 31| 1.50
Friendship Sumter BEle%‘ 1 3| | | 47{1.80

Friendship Russell, Ala | H A Honks . : .
Providence Muscogee |J H Jepkins|1 | 6 (| g'l | 52| 200
Trinity Taylor N E Massey (4 1 . 26 | 2.00
Spring Hill Marion J R Brown [2 18 | 1.50

DUnion Grove 4 Randolph C C Mar in DN Bige] e i} e

| Mt. Olive Taylor ' A J Parker {3 L ol o 18 1.2 | 49| 2.80
~ ||Columbus Muscogee |J H Jenkini }b, 154 {1215 |7 1108 1133 3.40
‘|| New Prospect | Taylor A J.Parker (4 '@ | 4| {22111 | 42 2 00
0Oak Grove Bibb AJParker (2] [ jAf | |41 | 4]21860
Z'T Bpne ' lo | 4 1 | 261 2.00

) ""e-

per,

, Juni

~ Antioch

Mavcedonia
Bhil h,

, Harmory.

Grove,
an—no report.

Union
ver B
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: UHUROCH DECORUM,

1. The churech may choose a pastor annu-
ally at the ldst regular conference in associa-

~  tiooal year; or, if they prefer it, may choose a
- pastor for an indefinite length of time, to
continue from year to year, so long as they
may deem it proper to keep up the connection.
- 2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor
may bs chosen at any other time; but if the
choice-be made at a special conterence, the
ﬁimo must bs appointed at a monthly meet-

&

: ng of the church: - _

= B " 8. The pastor shall be moderator of the

= PO church, but when he is absent, or does not sit
= as_moderator, being present, some snitable
brother shall sit in his place. -

4, There shall be two or mors deacons in
.the church, whose duty it shall be to superin-
tand the collection and disbursement of all
cbnt ions made by the church to the pas-
tor, and to distribule the bread and wine in
the administration of the Lord’s SBapper.

5. The deacons shall take motice of such
members a8 refuse or neglect to partake of tt e
Lord’s SBupper, and endoavor to ascertain the
oause, that the same miy be luid before the
church ia conferenocs, if nooeaanriy. ;
_ 6 Bome suitable member shall be uprm-

._; ted clerk, and it shall be his duty to dosll
[\ the recording and other writing pertainiog fo
= . the bnsiness of the churth. and to preserve a
¥ - fila of the minutes of the Association.

7. When s new clerk is appointed, all the
bookg, mianutes, etc., belonging to the clerk,
_ shsall be immediately delivered to him by his

4 predecessor. e :

8. When the cbhurch deems it necessary, & «

. well arqusinted with the business, shall

s appointed, whose duty it shall be to give

~— -

gommittee of not less than three male mem- |




‘4 . CHURCH DECOB%M. ¢

advice to brotbren who nppl to them relative A
1o csses of dealing, efc,, with the Ahprch
9. The church shall bold & two days’ meel— '
ing monibly, embracing Baturday snd the
Lord’s dey j(')llowmg, the first of which shalil
be the regular time of conference, = " °
, . 10. Itehsl be the duty of every member,
|- male and female, to attend each conference
g ~“meeting, if they cap; for on that dsy the pas-
i~ _toris expected to watmct the nhuﬂ:h in a 2
b cial manner by g ving plain .and pointed
lessqone on doptrine, diacipline a.nd the rulea ™.
‘ oﬂ-holy living. e
i ~Apy male member who shall; fail to
: attend three snccessive conferences, and any
) member whatever who shall be nng;.ﬂlyn-
1 miss in sttending the meetings or the chureh
1 ig to the Covenant article 10), nh;l{
g to.appear in conference and angwer
is meglect, but the chorch may exempt
bemsifrom: this rule, if necesss
O nferences ahaﬁ be opene ‘and con-
gfc.lows: 1. Prayer (unless divine

SR TS

1

i e b _' just been corducied, snd pener-

l-‘ < ~ally s ' 2. Ilt;u‘;e vu;nn bnl.hre’ﬁ u;
mn:-:f' pen the doors for the reception o

a5 apqm. 4. Call for abeentees. 5 A?’kaqwl- :

R aﬂm; 6. For 1eferences or deferred €
%" bu 7. For matters of dealing which )
| ste in order to cometefore the: church. 8. For -3
t _ .

- miécellanecus business.
3': igiting bréthren, as halpa oa.lled in
iste? churches ghall be allowed to speak,
# #olicns or secopds, but ot tovote, , - -
. 34 An  order ““mﬂ:nber of the Mt ~
;ﬂ‘ﬁl‘tﬁ'ﬁj y be lecm._ltd iato thecb'_ 4 _
2 " - h?n h'h e |

- ’;.‘—-“J' - - - - -'v- Sy -
- ey e e e .
Sy '




." ' oauaoa DECORUM, 15

o ul:o me:nber ah;l;l- i;g‘ ;mvo% withon
o Bimo 0 ® members m'
: h‘-ﬂ: trél'oho lb‘fé objections shall not be.

vl’lm) und with tlu a the mémber wha
l'be Itib e to be takeén’ under

d'.l‘ﬁlm" by tho chure
he mod T oulls for sblentpu

the cler) iha.‘ll inform }hq church what mals =~

' ahh,_vebeen )sent from thred suocdes-
sive ‘souferences, ‘the. moderstor shall =
, :fp_eoinz some"brot.her or brgthran to one each

m to the next conterence.

- ‘No member shall be 6xpelled unleaq hé
' hn'beon cited verably or in writing to hiz
: ﬁl-lii}:brondod hwi-eaidanoe bo known to the
ochurch :
18" Whan a witness, not 8 member of lhe -
_olnrch, is'intraduced, he shall aot be eXAm-
;god till the question has been pat. to the
ﬁgﬁﬁ‘ 2 Will you heur the mmmony of thu
888

19. Theéevidenoss’ in evéry casé of dealing
and acknowledgement, shall be mingted in -
thi ’dhur ‘bok. 2

- MEitbets ' dismissed from the chhrohby -
letter, who begome daa%rdeg ¥ Or contintuedd
‘hald their ietters witho I'OFOD.:S
ﬁmﬂ to oanfmn‘da‘to msihr for tlieu'

rd ‘ . fﬁl Bxpolled ‘membars ms ﬂy be, mtmu‘
()

% »

waliip “on thlm' pdml it theit 1

8 ‘expulsion ' has ‘oonvinosd the oh
- e “‘they have mnndm‘y réjnntﬁ of ¢
15 2

5‘ A'vit]m “shall datt& j b o
?t 2 q‘xore nd %8 "‘lu

gk
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16 CHURCH DECORUM. v

sny member to absent himself from confer- .,
ence when 'an important question is to be
decided; but a member, upon his reguest,
may be e:empted by the church from votmg
on either side in peculiar cases,
'25. No member shall leave the hon uz: dur-
ing conference without a sufficient ca nor
e in ounversation or whispering without
being subject to be called to order by the

mogderator.
All discussion in conference must be Q’

condueted with calmness and good feeling;
those who speak must rise to their feet and
' - saddress the moderator, and keep to the point
., in debate;
- 2. Np one :hall speak more than three : ?

times on'the same motion without permiesion
from thémoderator, nor shall the remarks of
@ o ‘unreasonably long.

‘When the moderator speaks in debate
g ge muat nommate some brother moderator in
-~ hiss
‘ 29, No one shall be interrupted 'while
u:;aking unless it is necessary to call him to
80, It shall be the rule of the church to
Battend tg ,t.he n?mmhtmtion of the Iaong'
upper- at least four times a year, an e .
expenses are to be paid by the og ‘
81. Members not in good aunding shall .
not commune, but the administration shall ~
pot be deterred on acoount of any ordlnuy
_matter of dealing.
82. Feet washing lhall be attended to u

-y

the church sees proper.
- _88. Poblie fult’ing, bumiliation and puyer ‘?[
shall be Tgbnma on preper mﬁqn,-,. 1 ,
9! -

)y the vohot tg’w ' th
] u: Mu 10D
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: GONBTITUTION.
Vo PREAMBLE.

Wo, t‘he members of the United Freewill
*  Biptist church composing the Chattahoophep
Association of Georgis, .ih order to promote
unity of action, utilize our forces, hnrmonixo
our aims and onr,. for the general
of “$he churches and spread of the trath. do
tel:’tl.lzthsh this constitution for tlns Associa-
n.
‘Art. 1, This Association shall be known a8
the. Qh&tnh:fchee U‘mted Freewill Baptist A
- 2. Tho object of Em associstion shall be o -
fr,londly correspondence by 1etter
r l.n , gation, to ‘promote uniformity -of
effort m actionand nrmwe and for the spread -
‘of religious truth and piety smong us, .
8, 1t is not the pbject of thig sssociation to :
usarp authority over .the churches, but to .
recommend such measures as. would ' promote
unity of sction among the churches, to hare
. mpnize the efforts of u;gnd uulhehura&gestg’lg
an one anot in Ltheir efior
socomplish good and make each other mors -
proficiént in their undartsking for good. :
-4. Neitber shall it be the object of. tﬁg
istion to- compsl any ohuroh 10 gdm
WOy 'measurs. mt.wduoad in the &
b} the aseociation. being the center of Ooﬂbn
forall the churches it is expected, hos
that the association nmopd oLhing:
wonldbo detrimental to_ti
’l‘he -association ing comp
_ ,..> rese vgs irom tpe charches, the.
n won { reoommanam tbq ch ,,
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18 CONSTITUTION. >

tion to the association that individual mem. .
bers bhear to their respective churches, the
associgtion shall deal with an individusl
ochurch just as a churoch would deal with an >
individual member. M
5. This association shall be cemposed of
delegates from the churches who shall be
selected and sent from the churches compos-
ing it and each church shall be entitled to J
two delegates, and for over fifty and not over
seventy-five members a cnurch shall be-enti- _
tled to three delegates, and for every addi-
tional fifty members or traction thereof a *
church sbhall be entitled to one more delegate. .
6. Or.lained ministers shall be entitled to
2 seats in the association as legal delegates. T
- 7. New churches may be admitted into the
asgooiation upon recommendsation, either by
_Jetter or in person for such admittance, by
.unanimous consent of the body. _
8. The standing officers of this association
~ - ghall bs moderator, clerk, treasurer, ordain-
- - ing council and executive committee, -
- - '9, This association shall hold itz session
. onoe every year at a time and plaoe specified
" bys pl“ﬂdiug sessien, %
P 10. ‘This Constitution may be amended by 1
# vote of iwo-thirds of the members present

at Yly nlar meeting. .

11, Wbeing unchristian-like for members
of anyohurch to take intoxicating drick as a
beverags, therefore it shall be unconstity-
tional for any member of this association to

o upder the in_ﬂnolhm:l of mt.oxiiro:t_.ti';i&? %nlkl
uring sny session, and any so offending shal!

3 ®) ,%{for.th'e mign and Lis oﬁiuroh o~
notified of the offense. :

‘ 12." This constitution shall be read once nr
more at edch session as the body may demand,

o
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANOCES,
1. We believe that a Gospel church, or a
church of Christ, is a congregation of Chris-
tiana, constituted and goveraed according to
the rules laid down in the New Testament.

2. That these rules require churches to
preserve the form of government and the
ordinances of the first Christian churches,
and to be composed of baptized believers in
Ohrist. . '

8. That the visible church is the aggregate

’r whole number of Goapel churches, and
hat the invisible church is composed of the

. redeemed now in heaven, and such Christians
on earth as are not attached to the visible
church, acoording to gospel rules. -

4. That the establishment of a central or
gatholic government over the visible church,
or any part thereof, is & device of earthly am-
bitton, repugnant to the word of God, sub-
versive ol the churches and dangerous to the

. liberties of men. . 7R

5. That the gospel churches -are the only.
eoolessiastical bodies or tribunals authorise
by the Scriptures; that each church has tho
unrestricted right to administer its own gov-
erament-without supervision or interference;
béing under Ohrist, essentially independent

d absolute; and that if this right be surren-

d to a superintending jurisdiction, by
delegation or otherwise, the assembly then.
ceases tn be agospel church. 2

8. That churches may, navertheless,“we

. suppose, meet by delegates, form an associa~
- _tion s 'né-_ declare the terms upon which they
=, Will keep up a friendly. gorrespondeace;. but
had ightaand authority of churches been
.%;!,mxln n?!t:iu oommniui;gi
d by entenng in Oﬂm 00, an
Wﬁ%ﬂnm no shadow of
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20 GOWERNMENT AND ORDINANCES. @

authority over churches or individuals, their ..,
only power being to transact business w k¥
does not pertxin to churches in their eoples:-
astical ocapacity, or promote mutnal inter- -
ocirse and s concentration of voldntary
effort, and to give that advice to churches
which might, with equal authority, be given

to any individual. '

3 - 7. 'That the authority of ohurches is de:
e; signed for the perpetuation of the true relig-
| ion'of the goapal. and for the preservation
> & pure and orderly body of Christians 0

earth; that itis fully sufficient for the purpose
Intended, but that it does not extend to per-
D8, property or consciences of men in any
‘8. That the only requisites to church mem-
bership ‘are faith in Christ and obedience to
the gospel; that faith in Christ nesessarily
exists in conn:ction with the belief in the
fundamental truths of Christianity, and that -
to prescribe to any requirite of church men -
rship'is an'sssumption of authority on'the

P —

part of the ohurch, and a departure from the  °
plan of $he gospel. | S T

9d ~Thit'the officers of a church are eldérs

8D

3nE; that elders are also oalléd"__?l;_ng
e '.gs; t:»hst all olde:is are gq in,
rank, though they may perform differen
i oﬁo%@?ﬁfucs’ some msay be bishops or pas- !
to‘h‘i;f--.?arﬁcuhr'chumhu, while others may
be n_mgg-pjde_ru huving no pastoral charge,
' 10;" That thé authority of the minister of
the gospel” extends 10 teaching, exhortation :
énd rebuke, but nv further; that he gannpt _ -
i sy by Lt .
roh; 0

- _nim.;ﬁw’-ripﬁ& sl bamipacts.of M
: - H i"’ : _ P ': .,fi&-'?':

nio:ﬁbér; and if he is guilty of tran: o .

-

tra




. DOCTRINAL VIEWS., =~ 21

o he is to be brongbt to trial before hm brethren
and'-cenvicted or acquitted in the same man-
ner ag if he were g private ‘person; yei we
A tlﬂuk it 'prudent and } to call in advis-
bielp, especiully/if the minister is'to be
qﬁ;n a charge of heresy..
8t Christian baptism is the immer-
sion. 0! & believer ia water, in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, -
12 Thn.t the Lord’s Supper and washing of >
ta’ feet is an ordinance to be observed
the church till the Lord comes.
13 That elders and deacons must be set’
‘$o $heir offices by ordination, or imposi-
twn of the hands of the presbytery and prayer,
out which they aré not authonzed to
iminister th ordlnn.nces pertaining to their
ve 0
4. No praa.chnr shall be ordained’ unless
qdlota "E.Of a church as pastor or
for some oth and sufficient. reason, - — . .

s T

~/*  DOCTRINAL VIEWS, ¥

1. We believe that'the Holy Bible was written
by men divinely inspired, and iz a treasure of
heavenly instruc'tous; that it has » God for its’
e utl or; salvetion for its end, and truth without
. iiﬁhnra of error for its mattar"_ that it re-

@ AT 14 1? F.
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22 DOCTRINAL VIEWS, ‘

offices in the great work of redemption—Exodus
vi, 3; Ps. Ixxxiii, 18.

3. That man was created in a state of holiness “
under the laws of his maker, but by voluntary
transgression fell from that holysnd happy state,
in conssquence of which men are now sinners,
not by corstraint, but by choice, being by nature
utterly void of that holiness required by the law
of God, wholly given to the gratification of the -
world, of Satan, and their own sinful passio

, and therefore under just condemnation to ehr::i
3 rui:;‘;I without defense or excuse—Gen. i, 27; iii,
That the salvation of sinners is wholly of

grace, through the meditorial office of the Son of

God, ‘who todk upon our nature, yet without sin,
honored the law by his personal obedience, and
made atonement for sin by his death; being risen

from the dead, be is now entbroned in heaven, -

and uniting in "his wonderful person the tenderest
mpathies with divine perfection, is every t{

- fied‘to be a suitable, compass.onate and

auﬁoient onr—Eph !i 5; v, 8; Rom, wii, 11-27,

5. That the great goapa ble.ssmg which Christ
of Lis ess hastowa on such as believe on him,
is justif conmta in the pardon of sin and
promise O rm- life upon principles of right-
eousni “_ 3 th 't it is bestowed not in consideration
“of anything which we have done, but solely
through his own righteousness and atonement ‘

at it brings us into a state of most bl

peace and fayor with God—Ronn viii, 30; Ezekiel e

xviii, 67; Jobd iii, 14, 15, 16; Rom. viii, 17.

8. That the bleuingg of ‘salvation are e—'

free to all by the go=pel; that it is the

daty of all'to receive them by cordial and obedi,- R B
*  eni faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation

of the greatest sinner upon earth but own . =2,

luntary refusal to s it to the esus
. :Johrktrwhibh % »0 t him ¢t an b~
_ m_wﬂm— ‘xvi, 16; John |

inudui'tobou‘na
mmﬁdortbm-gua, eg-':#u oon- :




-. DOCTRINAL VIEWS. 23

l sists in giving a holy disposition to the mind, and
* is effected in a manner above our comprehension
» Dby the powe: of the Holy Spirit, producing vol-.
untary obedience to the gospel, and that its
proper evidence is found in the hoiy fruits which .
"{le . r;tag forth to God—Johu iii, 8, b, 7, 8; Mait
1, &, 10,

8, "T'hat election is the gracious purpose of
God, according to which he regencrates, sancti~
fiee and saves sinners; that beiug perfectly con-

i tent with the free agency of man, it compre=
ends all the means with the end; thatitis a
most glorious display of God’s goodness, being
infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable; that it utterly
excludes boasting and promotes humility, prayer,
trust in God and active imitation of his free
mercy ; that it encourages the use of meaps in the .
highest degree; that itis the foundation of Chris-
tian assurance, and that to ascertain it with
rd to ourselves demands and deserves our
vtmost diligence—Eph i, 5-12.

9. That the preserving attachment of true te-
lievers to Christ is the grand work which distin. -
guishes them from superficial professors; that a
special providenoce watches over their welfare
and u}nt they are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation—Epb. i, 17, 18,

10. That the law of God is the etermal, un-
changeable rnle of his government; that it is
.holy, just and good, and that the inability which
the Scriptures ascribe to fallen man to fullfill its
recepts arises entirely from their lo ve of sin; to
Soliver them from which, and to restore them
through a mediator, to unfeigned obedience to
: the holy law, is one desigo of the gospel, and of
. the means of grace concocted with establishment
.of the visible church—Matt; v, 17, 18; Luke x,

ﬁ .18 20; =vi, 17, : '
~ . X _.1t, That the firstday of the week is the Lord’s
‘&’ Day, or Lhnstlan Sabbath; that it should be kept
gdored to ous purposes by abstainlug from
' all sedular and recreation, by the direct
| observancé of all the mesns of giace, both priv-
" - ate ank public, and by preparation for the rest
- wheh remains forthepeople of God—Exodas
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10:8; Hebrews 4:9; Thes, 1:9; Ps. 16:9,

12. That civil government is of divine appoint~ -
wo0koty: thak the TaagiRINtes mes b e e
society; e are to be q for
cbuscientiously, ionored and obeyed in all things’
at:dntns to the will of our Lerd Jesus Christ,

is Lord of the c~nscience and the Prince 0f
th_‘g( kings of the earth—Heb. 12:7; Acts 23:5; Tim,
5:1 . - 4 .

“18: ‘That there is a radical and essential differ-"
ence between the righteousand the wicked; that
auqua only are justified by faith in the namaof the 3
Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the Spirit of God, @
as ape truly righteousin his estoem, while all Y
such as continue inimpenitence and unbelief afe,
in his sight, wickéd and under the curse, and this
disfinction holds among men both inand after
death—Matt. 15:55, 56; Mark 16:17,

14. 'Thitthe end of the world is approaching,
tthen Christ: will descend from heaven and raise.

from their praves to final retribuvion;
dmn. separation ‘will then tdake placs,
teous being adjudged to everlasting hap-
and ‘the wicked' to englvess' puanishment;
Judgment will fix fordver the final state
{ men inBieaven or Lell, on "principl“s of right-
mﬁaﬁ!ﬁﬁ‘.ﬁﬂﬁ; Matt. 85:31, 82, 33,84, 41. 46,

-
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