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MINUTES. 

The t<ix.ty-sE'cond annual seesion of the Chnt1nhoncheP Uni­
ted Freewill BnptiF:t AssoGiation ('.ouvenE>d with Onk Grnvt> 

• church, Bibb county Gt'orgia, cr.mmE::ncing on 'fuesduy llight 
bef<•re the first. Sunday in October 1897. 

The introduetory sermon wn.s pro11cbed ~'<·dnesdav at 11 
o'clock a. m. by Rev. A. J . PnrkP.r, from 2nd Peter 1st chap­
ter. and lOth. verfle, "followed by Rev. J. H. J enkins. 

After an in termission of on~ hour for refr'!shmAnts the 
body was callP.d to order bs the former moderator, J. R. 
Brown; thP. form~r c:erk, J . . H . Jenkins, present. 

After einging hymn No. 260 in Pray~r t.nd Praise, prayer 
wn..:~ ~ed ' by Rev •• J. H . J enkins. · 

The firs t Jusiness wil~ an invitation t o visiting Brethren to 
£eats with U E iu the body. 

The nex t busines~ iu· order, waE= a call for corresp~nding 
le~ters nod rf-ceived letterR from twe]vP, churches. 

By motion of the 1)ody, A. J. p ,.._rker and G. W • .Mathews 
, was appointed to read the letU>rt~ , which wu d~mo aud the 
~tflaibes of messengers enrollP.d . 
· The body then perm.nnent ly organiz~d by electing J. R. 

Brown. Moderator, anrl A. J . Parker , clerk. 
In .the ab~enef' of our Treasure1·, A. J . Rodgers wus electf'd 

Treasurer pro tem. . 
By motbu of tht: boriy t.he ~~onstitution was read. 
Nex t a .call for. pet.itinut~ry letters. 
The next business tlvtt. ,·}aimed t he attention of the hody 

was th~ appointnH.nt of va1·ious commi ttees us follows: 
On Prtlacbiog, J aQ!eS Bullock, K. W. W1dener from the 

church, a.nd A. W. 'Wainwright;, A. Knight a nd G. W. P'>ol 
fr:om thP. body, 

Appointed next.a cnmmittee on the s1nta of the churP-hes 
and char11-cter of t he miuistery as fo11nws: J. W. Brewer, 
J. T. Sheats, J .. M Lv<'.khart, E. Hortmttn , A. A. Wataou, G. 
W . Mathews and '1' . J. Le~ . 
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Committee o~ fiuanc~ as follows: J. H. J enkins, W. J. 
Freeuy, J. M. Tomblin. 

By motion of 1i~e bodt i~ was agreed that instead of pub ~ 
lishing obituaries. tbat we pnbJ~sh <mly a list of the dec<-'ased \ 
of the past year and t he following commit.tee was appointed 
fot tlie wo:-k: J. H. J enkins, ~ . .. r. Parker aLd Z. T . Bone. 

Appointed next a com'llit,tee'-'On Lit~rature s.s fol!.Jw$: . J. .. 
H. J enkins, A. J. Parbr, J. M.:;McGlamery, G. W. Pool, and 
A Knight. · ~"r · · ' 

By motion t.!le body adjOUJ'~!!i un,til eight o'-clock 'l'burs- : 
day morning _after singing h)Uxi:q :No. 30 in Pray'er u.nd Pru.iso, 
and pr~er by Rev. W. B. C_ogJt. 

Wednesday night 7:80 o'cl~k the stand wa3 o~upied by 
Rev. A. J . P. t7reen; who pren:ehed from Daniel 2nd. chapter 
and 44th vP.rse, fc•il?wed by' RE>v~ J. H. Jenk~ns. .f 

SECOND DAY'~ SESSION. 
Thursday eight •>'clock a.m. the body .met. persuant to ad-

journment, singiqg and prayer ~y W .• J. Freenv . 
.. ·called nAxt for Ct>rresppnding m.essenge.rs and the Rev. A. 
J. P. Gre~n frpm. the Ogeecbee Ass·">ciati<'n of Georgia and 
Rev. W. B. Cook of tne .M.iddle-Gec•rgia Association rt.spond­
ed tc• the call and' ""as ~eiv~ ~e Oorregponding Meset>ngtlrs 
into t~e body. . . · 

App•·interl Correspond~g_M;.sse~gers to our sister Associa­
tionas follows: To the M4fii_P.:'~ssociation, Bro. A Knigbr; to 
th.e M_iddle Georgia, Re:v. A -~ ,P~rk~r. 

Bf motion of·t he bouy fprt9~t correspondence to our sister 
Ast~ociatioc. shall be by -letter:¥(: • . • 

RBPORT8 O~:f&~UUTTEES. 

Next a call for the rep.)rt o{ -~rious co.mmittees, wbicb re 
ported as iollows.: · ·. ~- ~ ~[ · 

Oommi~t.ee· . on pcear.hiug. . ~~ited tpe folmwing report: 
Wednesday mght Rev. A, J .~n to pre:.t.~b a.nd Rev. J H 
Jenkins to· follow. Thurs<hi~Jilj~ni.og \}:. o'clock Rev. Z T 
BOfe to preach and Rev. W~-Ji'~ny ro: follow. 11 o'cl(lck 

. Rev. J R Brown to pr~>.a.ch. and Rev. · W·B Cook to follow. 
8 o'clock p m Hev. J H J~Ukms .. f~ 'pr~nch.',.nd Rev. W.J Free- t,..t 
nv to follow. 7:30 p m Rev. W:B Cook~ preach and Rev. • 
A J Parker -~ follow. ~ripay 11 a m;--~ev .. J R Brow It to 
prea_sb. 8 p m Rev. Z T Bone to ·preu.ch. ·-;!.7 :30 p m•Rev A J \ 
Parlfer to P,l'each. • /' 

/ 
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REPORT OF OOIOUTTEllrON BT.ATB 01' OHUBOH 

' II Report nf. COoimi"ttee <m tb·e State Of the Churches· a~Q CbA!'4 
acter c,f th.c oiinistery. a~ follc>ws·: We·find all the .. 6h11l'Cbes > 
in go.od stau~ing ('XCept Bethany, whiob we find-in worse con'- · · 
dation th11n twelve motlt:tis ago; and recomruend that said 
church be dropped from our body. We find also the miniiJ­
tery in good standing exc•£>pt E C Grimsley. Wfl recoinlllefid 
t~~t-t his name be strieken from' the- 'body. We recommend 
Juniper, Har_mony~ Shiloh and Silver Run dropped from the· · · 
bOdy. We rooommend tllat ·.&ntiocb and Macedonia· be· run ··· 
over until •Dt!xt S>!Bsion, G W M•tbewe~·.Chiarman·; 

J T Sheats~ 

I 

T L.,e, 
A A \\'ntsou, 
E Hc,rtmay_, 
J M Lo~khart. 

REPORT OF COJlHITTilE ON LITER-ATUR1!: · 

T~c Cowrnittee ou ·Literature repon;·ae· follows: For the· 
inform:~i<'n of our ·peoplP we bPg leave to state tha.~our Free • 
WUI Ba.pt-iilt-brethren of t;he No:-th publish two excellent}>&­
pttrs, viz., 't'he Fn>e .Baptist, of MinhP.apoli'>, Minn.; -and The .. 
Morning StH.r, of llo~tou, MMs. Our b.rethren of Arkansas 
publish "good paper, viz., The Arkansas Freewlil Baptist, at 
VoLway, Ark; ~And tbo11a o f Nq~b Carolina, The F~will 
Bavtist. at Ayden, N. C. The Fr~ Baptist Sunday. Sc.bO<il 
Literat.ure may be ohta.i~ed ot the Free Baptist Publishing 
House, 497 ShsLwmut A'·enue, ~011t<m, M&Hs. Union Liter&-
1 ure ~ r tile very best quality may be obta.ined of Daniel C 
Cook Publishing Co.; 36 Washington· s·treet, Chicago, Ill. 

J H Jenk.ins, 
' ,.--..;-- A .1 P:4lker, 
,-.J .G W Pool, 

A Knight 
RltPO.H.'r OF C<UUIJTTKE ON FIN ANOB, 

We, your Cmiamitt.e(''ou fina.u"e bt!g le.ave -to slimbm·it the 
fullowiug a·ep.ut; 
We find senL up by the c1•urches lor. Ass·,ciat.iooa] 

purpose!!! . .•. .. ••.... ...•.. .. .. •• . .. ..•..•. $25,70 
WE\ 'find iu tbe hands of the Teasurer , .. .......... . .. . 8.05 

Making a total of .. .' .......... -: ........•.. .• . $88. 75· 
Re~petfully 3ubwitted. J H Jeniins, ' · ~­

W J Fr.P.imv, 
J M Tombiin 
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• 'Dec«Ueil- Mein:per~·of tl1R J?41lt Year. , . . 

• • 11 
Rev. ·! yV S Cooper, M~onia church; Rev. F J Estes, Co-
lumbUA ctmrcb; .Rev. 1\r ,J ~or.ris, Columbba c~urcli; William 
H Mann, Columbo~ cbure.h ;-.Mrs: Beulah St~admo.n, Colum­
bus church; Mrs. Anna Jones, Columbus church; Mrs. Anno. 
V Brittain. Providence church; Miss Sallie 'Rodgers, Provi­
dence churt·h; .Mrs. Samantha, Ware, Corinth church:· Mr~. 
Ruchael Coultt.r, N"!w .Prt~peo\ ·chur~h; Mr3.' MinJ.Jie Cromer,. 
Little Bethel ohu.rch; BTo: W.iJ!iRm Lawhorn, Li~tle Betllel . 
church: Bl'O. Him.J,88Y' McGi ... ery, Little ~tbel church; 
Br.,, Charlie Smith, Frienqsti{p.church; Mrs. Racb&fll 0'-
Hern.. Corinth churcb. :~· 

By ~ot.io1.1 t~e body adjotfu~d until 2 o'clock 1• m, singing 
and prayer by T J Lee. · ?:: _., 

At 9 l)'clook am the stand 'was occupioo by Rev. Z T Bolle, 
wh<.' preached from 20th chapter of Matthew ~nd 7~ v~rst-. 

At 11 o'clock am the stand-was occupieci · by Rev. .J R 
Brown, wbo preiiJhed from 1st Samuel 15th chap!er and 13 
and 14th versas, !ollowed·bv R~v. W ·B' Co.ok. 

At.2 o'clock p · m the body m~t persuant to adjo~rnment; 
singing Rod prayer by K W Wide'bt>r. . 

. ---·-
.-lll8CBLLAN.BOU8 BUfllNB88. . • 

Next ttie mi&cellane;;as bushiess· was called and tbcrtolfow-
!ug business ,wa.,e di&p<>s~ of,: .. · . ' 

Owing to a (ailure ~n \be~rt· nt. some of I)Ur Distriot Un-. 
ion Meetings t9- appoin~ at ~heir last ~sRioq the ti~e aod 
p~ for their nut meeting, ;the body appointed t.be t ime 
and places as follows: let D~trict me~t~ wit.h U nio.n Grove 
cborch, ~ndolpli cout1sy, M "' .. eucing..on Friday night be- ~ .) 
fore the 5th E-und•y in Oc · ": 1897. 2nd Dist,.ict meets 
with Trinity ctiurcb. Taylol\t :nt.y · commeucing on Friday 
oj.ght befor-e the· 5th Sun~~ . J . ay 1898 .. .Srd District ntO)ete 
w1th Prov.idenCP. church, ~~"~ coo'(ltr r oo.mm.,ncmg "n 
Friday night bef,li'~5th Su.~~(t~. Jo.ntinrry 1898. 4th District 
by appointment..Of'ita la.s~~~e.~ m.-eanvith 'l'urner'e Chap-
el, Taylor county, oommep~ltlg; o~ Fri.d~y n,1ght. bef~re t·he 
5th Sundtiy in· July 1898.:· · ; , ".;- ·. .; 

After M brief diActis~ioll of ·&c~i#ft' objPCti~JlR to t.h"' Constitu­
tion of 1896, it was ordered· bjr t.be b6.dy that the sllmt; . be 
stricken from the minutes,ayd·iihe Oonllti~tion offered:hy Rev 
A· ifaiker was recommended by. the bo~y .. to tb~ . var.i•>us \ 
churches of the A"'?~iatlon for their adoption. • ,/' 

. ) 
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Belt•ctHd Cm-inth church, Marb n couuty Georgi~ sit.uatt>d · 
fiv e mileA Southeast, of Buena Vista, as tbe.place o(holdiog ~ 
tb., next session of thf' Aslloeintion ~.o convene on Thursday 
night before. the 1st Suuday iu Oct.ober 1898. The intro­
du~t.()•Y sermon t<i be ~..ached Fri4ay at 11 c•'clock a m by 
RP.v. A J PnrkAr. Conveyances wilt' meet Messengers going 
lty way of C•1hambu!'t :L .. 'Buena ViehJ, dUd thosP. going. by way 
~,f .Amnr·icus nt Putua.m on Thursday. 

3y motion of the body there will be no Messengers ap.\ 
ointed t.o t,ba St-at.e Conveotior.. t his year. ) 

· .J H Jenkins waa appomterl to write thE' cirular letter to 
the body .for) 8Sl8. 

Or•iered that J()OO cor>iP.j; of ~Hnut~s published, and paid 
the Clerk $10.00 for sArvices. 

A resolutioz-<'f thanks t~ the Church and community for 
t he kitld 'wspl'table eutflrtainment given to llil during (\Ur so­
jou rn with r:t:'m ""!1~ unanimously Adopt.ed. · 

H_v lll"l ion •.:... hocly ~tdjout·Ot'O t.o meet wit h C"'riJ.Jth 
church tw6lve m<'nths hence,singing hylllll No. 182 in Prayer · 
nnd PmiSP. nod prayP.r led Ly Z 'f Bone. 

· .J R Brown, Moderator . 
. A J · Parker, Clerk, 

.A J Rodgers, Treas. Protem 

lll<li .HS~SH llltD.KH OJl J>JtXAC RI.SG. 

S o'clock p m t.he ~tand was occupied by Rev.J H Jenkins, 
followt>d by W J Freeny. 7 :SO p m by R~v. W B Cook, who 
preached from ~bP 9th ~haptP.r of Chror.i'!les and 4th verse, 
follow~d by Rev. A J P~rker. Friday 11 am by Rev. J R 

,....t.Brciwn, 3 p m b.v Z T Bone. 7 :80 p m by Rev. A J . Parker. 

J 
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CORRESPON DI N& LE'fTER. 
'l'o ouR SISTER Assocu.TION. 

,, 
lJB.a.R B RJtfHRBS :-We have just closed·tbe ·62nd annual ~ession 

or our"Assoeiat ion. It was a (east of good thfngo to our soul11, Peace 
and barm&by prevailed with us, ·aud the spirit .or Go4 seemed to 
rul~ and reign in every .heal't. We feel sure that tbe avenues ot suc­
cess to ou~ caiJse is broader and clearer than ,ever bPfo~. - May God 
bless your sessions; may they· prove a bh!ssirlg to your-cause and be .. 
a time· of rdresbing to your Pools. Pray for us and • iEtit us and tb~ 
gra_cP o r God t>e with you all, amen. . CLERK. 
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AII~l:STERI ;1L ROLL. 

J. H. Brown . . . . 
T. P Young 
A.. J. Parker 
.J. M·Posey 
B. F. Green 
W. C. Dutrdl 
W. J. Freeny 
w. A. Hooks 
J. H. Jenkins 
J. H. D::pree . . 
A. Smit.h 
•r. P. Ca.rr 
'J'. A. Bullard 
J. A. Cabb 
Z T. Bone 
D. C. Brinkley 

111. L. Kiug, 
B. 0. Brown, 1 
William Posey, 
K. W. Widener, 
T. J.I.ee. 
W. J, Steadman, 
Jessy Culpepper, 

::: CB CJl C iiES . 

Litt•e Bethel, 
Oak Grove, 
New Prospect, 
Mt. Olive, 
Columbus, 
Frjedsbip, 
Union Grove, Sumter, 
Rocky Mount, 
Union Grove, .Rflndolph. 

\ 'IJ:i.I;jty. 
n •urher's ( ;hapel, 

,... l ' roddence, 
Corinth, 
MacctluDJa, 
Friendship, 
Spring Hill, 
Pleasant Hill, 
Antioch, 

Japanese, Marion Co., Ga 
Columbus, Ga 

. . . Pot~rville, Ga 
. . IBut ler, ,Ga 

Butler, Ga 
Sarille, Ala 

. Skipperton, Ga 
. .. .. Pt.enix, Ala 

Phenix, Ala 
. . 'l'ropio, Sa 

. . . .Tropic, Ga 

LICEN fiA.'l'ES. 

.. . Potterville, Ga 
.. .. . Juniper, Ga 

. . . Americus, Ga 
.. . Butler, Ga 

. . . . . . . . Cottondale, Ga 

Oglethorpe, Ga 
Oglethorpe, Ga 

Butler, Ga 
'ikipJ•erton, Ga 
Skipperton, Ga 

Columbus, Ga 
Columbus, Ga 

CLERKS. PCS T-OFFICE. 

W. G. }lcGiamory Oglethorpe, Ga 
G. W. A lhm, Macon, Ga · 
A.. B. Pcsey, Reynolds, Ga 
G. W. M~tthews, PotterviUe, Ga. 
'J. N . Shi ra, Columbus, Ga. 
J .. R. Bltty, SmithviJJe, aa 
J . n. Buokworth, Americus, aa 
G. W. Bradford. Americus, Ga 
.A . Knight:, · SbeJJman, Ga 
J . B. Watson. ·stewart's Mill, Ga 
1. N: Wainwright , Butler, Ga. 
J . M. Tomblin, Columbus. Ga 
G . . w. Pool, Buena Vi3ta, Ga 
E. L. Bla,ylock) Salem, Ala 
J~mes McLamor .. , Phenix, Ala 
G. D. Perry, 'i'horntonville, aa 
Wesley Brewer, -. ;:-. Poinde:cter, Ga 
W. S. Parker, :-- ' Americus, Ga ... 

·. 

-· 
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<.;01\STI'l'U'l'HJN OF U~ l'L'ED FR~.EWILL B:\.P'l'IST. 

l"ir;;t : Al.l churche!> shniJ be orga_nit.ed b3' t.be stri ct rule of gov­
ernment of the New 'l't>.stament and 1t a ll a ll be understood that we 
JJOid r.hat t he government of tbe visible church of G-od is · congrega­
tional, and t hat each membi!T shall have co-equal right • 

Second: 'fhat the Gosepl ~hurcbes are tb ~ only EclesiAstial Rod-
ies or Tribunals aut~orize4 bj tl1e Script!lre; that each church bas. • 
the unrestricted right to adn1hiiste,r i ts own governmen t without 
supervision or it:terJer~mSe)~'t)eing under Christ essentially inde­
pendeut and llb.;olu te; and -tbat if tbieo right be surrendered to a 
sup'l!rintending j urisd iction fbf delegates or otherwise the assembly 
then ceases to be a <7ospel Clfu.r.cb . _ 

Third: That t he establisement of a government over t he visible 
churd1 of G-od or any part thereof is a device of earthly ambition, 
repugnant to the word of God; subversive of t he church and dang­
erous to the liber ties of men. 

Fourth: That churches should organize themselves into Associ- e 
ations for t.he purpose of keeping up a fl"iendly correspondence with · 
each other, and to advise the churches to adopt any measur~ they 
t hink best.· All general laws tou, bing·the chut"ches and the .Asso­
ciation shall .first be advjsed by the Asst>ciation and adopted by t be 
churches in two of t heir succeesive confereoct>s befo.·e it :3hall be n 
Jaw. 

Fifth : 'rhe .Asc;o(.fu\tjon sha.U be composed of Messengers f rom 
the 11burr.hes who shall be 8elect.etl and sent f rom tbe church­
es compos~ng. it·; a!la · tf~h church shall be entitled to two Mes­
sengers, and for: over ·>l}fty ) md - nut e"tce~ding seventy-five mem­
ber three Messeng.ers. a~djor every additi.:mal fifty members or 
fractivnal part thereof sbal} ~e ent!tled to one more Messenger. 

• Sixth: Ordained Minist.ers,Shall be entitled : o seats in t he Asso-

ci~:::n·:: :e~~;:~s;;c::~s~-:~t have· been organized on Iegauy 
Baptised members and is o Jy gospel cburcbt!s shall be received 
in t he .Association by uniu V.?s vote of the body. 

Eigflth: •rfie standing~ · fi1 of the Association shall he a Mod-
Prator, 0lerk-, ·r reasurer a11~4~ltxecuti ve Committee. I t shaJI be 
the dut.y of t he ExecutivetiO'tii.m!ttee in the absence of t h(.> session 
to look) lfter and attend t_d:&,l'.f tii~ness necessary pertaining thereto, 
a nd to investig&te and 1ook:iu·toJ;he chal'acwr, worth and merit of 
the ord!Lined roit.istery ; flll~ )litO all eases of noncornplian ,~e of 
&criptual dut i(.>e. And whenever the e;ause susta1 ns inj ury or r e· 
proach from :unchristiau "Onduot,:!t shall be the du ty of said Corn­
mittee to cite the guilty :person or persons to J1is or their own 
cbur!lh for ~.trial. • . · . · · · 

Ninth: The As;;ocil\tiOii shall hpld i ts session once ~very yea r •t 
Jl)ti me.and place specified by !l prece.::ding seasioo. _)' 

( 

• 

• 

I 
\ 
~ 

~ 
} 
t 

I 

! 



0 

0 

0 

Tenth : 'rhis Con stit.ction shall be rooommended by the A.sso­
~iation to the variou11 chu:-ches composing the body for tb..eir adop­
tion, and when two-thit:da-or tbe churches have.acropted th1s Con&ti­
tution in two of their successivE'. Conferences it. shall then become 
to he a law. Then be it known that a!l the laws contlicting with 
this Constitution are hereby repealed. 

Eleventh: All amends or cbangPs of this Constitution shaH tlrst 
be recommended by the Association to all the ·various . churches 
composing the body for theiradoptiontand when two-thirds of the 
churches in two of their successive.conferenc .. s. adopt 11uchl'f.change 
or amend, it shaH then become to be a part and parole of this Con­
stitution .. 

J 

. . •· 

. . 
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1. The chur·~:h mn,,• chool'O!!~A~pnstc·r :urHually at t.he last regular 
Corlfi.rPIIf't> in .\ :O:Stll'intional ):;:u·: or, if they pt•efer i t, may c hoose a 
pastQr 1'orn11 incte firut e le ngth of t.ime, to con t inrJe-"from year to 
Y~'llr. so long ns t lwy mn v d~~r"r1- i t proper to ke~p up the conu ectton . 

2. " ' h••u i t llerom es uecei=sur_v, a pastor may be chosen at uny oth- f 
e r t imP: but ir t he c hoice bt> .rundt' at a s pechd c;cmference, t.ht' time 
mu J::t bt• nppointed a t a monthly mePt.ing of tlr ~ church. 

::r. 'fh·· pn!'Ot ot s ha ll bt> Mode rl.! t:o r of the C!lrurch , but when he is 
llb:':t>n t, or del's not s ir. tls :M odf'rnwr. beip,;:- presen t, some s uitable 
brother shall bt> appointed t o sit in· hi ::. p lar.e. 

4. ·rhert' :;'hall btt t.wo or mm·e deu.oo ns in th~ church, whose duty 
it i' llltll be to ~;~ operintenrl the.c:ollec:t.,ion and disbursement of all con_ 
tl'ibutions. made by th';;\chu rc h for t he pn~~or, t>tr.. , an!i to dist r ibutee 
t:h«.r bread a~d ~in~ in tt~ afi~1 ir~i :: tr·ll tion of the Lord's Supper. 

il. 'l'ht> d Parnns shnl l tn1<e l!f'tiN• T•f.suc> h memberF a R refuse or· n~.>g­
lec:t to partake of tlte Ll>rd'!'l'Rur;p,.r,and entle.:?.vor to ascertain th e 
.w,nu~P. that the »aure mity ba laid bl'fl!r l' the churc h in conference, if 
uec'l't!flary. · 1 t: 

6. Some sui tablememb~r s~_l':1·'': ht• appnh1t.ed C lerk,an<l it s hall b"e 
his duty to do all t he r er.ordiq' 

1
nd othPr wri ti ng pertaining to the 

busines;; of t he c hurch. an:t'.t~ :~<>ervt- a file of t he minutes of the 
A!'sol'iation. · · ·~'f~ 

i . When a l lt! W c ;l' rk i:-o a~~) liied, all ·lh!:.' books, minutes, etc., 
belongi u~ to 'the Cler k, "ha'tl<t5e.ifj,jn l!Jintt!~y ddi vere d to him by hi s 
}lrl' t!ect!Ssor. "< • : ·_ ~ . · 

:;. \\"hen t:he .:.hurc h dt•t:an::.'·.Jt ·u~iiessnry', a c\o mmittee t>f not less 
thun ·t hree male meaubers, wt:li a cqt;niuted \vith business, s hall be 
DJJpuinted whose rluty it. s h11. ll be 'to ;.rh'e :uh:.i C'e to brethre n who ap­
ply to them r elat ive to cases (If deali ng , t'iC., with t he church. 

9. Th•~ c hurc h shall ht>ld a' t wo dsy.'> ' met>tin~ r'nonthly , embraci n~ 
~aturday and the Jtord's d_ay following. t he firot of which s ha!l b)o> 
the rt>J{nlnr t.imt> M Conteren c>t'. ~ 

10. I t s hall be t he dut y of every member , male and female, to a t­
tt!nd each conferenue meeting, if t.bey eatr ; for on that !lay t he pa~ 
toLis expl~Cted to instruct the c hurc h in a special manner by giving 
plaiu and point ed le.;sun !'O on doctrin t>, disoipli ~w and the rules of 
holy f ti\'ing. 

• 
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11. Any male-m·emller who shall'fail to attend three successive 
Cori'rereuces, and any m~mber what~ver who may he geuera.lly re­
miss in atteo~ing.th~ meetin-?s of the <1h'ur~h, accordjng to the cov­
enant (Article lO,)shall be cited to apf>ear in Conference and answer 
for hiR nt-glect, bot the church may exempt members fr"m this r;ole 
if necesRary. 

. . . 
12. Cont,.rt>nue slplll be opened and conducted as follows: 1. Prayer . 

(unless divine services hafl just been concluded,and generally then.) 
2. Invite visiting brethren to e;eats. 3. Open the doors for the recep-: 
tiOJ • of members. 4. Call for absentees . 5. For acknowled~ements. 

6. For references or deferred business. 7 • .For matters of dealing 
wtiich are in order t;o come bef:>re the church. 8. For miscellaneous 
business. 

13. Visiting brethren, as helps called in f;om sistt>r churoheJ~ shall 
be allowed to spt!ak and make motions or seconds, but uot allowed to 
vote. · · 

14. An order! r •u .. mber of the ~apt1 ... t Chu~:ch who does not bold 
this c·hurc!J in !' .. lluw.ohip, mar be recein!d ioto the church without 
a letter, wben·it is·m!lde_apparent .that. his Cbristi.an character is:un­

. impeachable, and that he has applied for a letter and could not ob-. 
\ tain it because he desired to join this or some other sister church. 
,..A.J~er perso.ns muat johi by letter or baptism. 

15. No member shall be received without the unr.nimous consent 
of the membel's p.rest!nt; but unreasonaqle objections shall not b~ 
valid, and unlt•s• wit.hclrnwn the me;nber who makes them shall be 
liable to be- t.llkt'ri n•idt'.r.denling.; by the ~burch. 

16. When ~be M'oderator calls for absent-ees, the Clerk shall infor:n 
tht> church what male members have been absent froJn th:-ee succcs· 
s ive ConferenceP, and the Moderator shall appoint some brotht>r or 
brethr~n to ci:;e eaeb or tbem to the next Conference. 

0 17. No member shall be-expelled unlf!ss he has been cited verbally or 
in wrjting to att~nd his trial, provided his residence be known to 
the ·church. ·. 

IS Wh~n wit~ess, notJa member of the. church, is introduce~; ~e 
sbaT1not be f:Xamined ti11 the question has been put to the church: 
Will you bear. t~e testimon) of thi11 wftness? · . 

111. 'l'he evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledgE-ment 
shall bP..minuted ill the "burch l:;look. 

20. Members dismissed from this church by letter. ·who become . 
disorder)~, or continue to hold their letters vithout a good reason, 
shall be c1ted to the Conference to answer for their conduct. 

21. :Expelled members may .be rel'tored to fellowship on their 
petition, if their. walk since expulsion has convince<l the cbiU'ch 
that they have sincerely repenttld of their former eyil. ' . 

.. 
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2·2. \ \ ' ntl' ·,.,h:sl l :1 n hr, tnken llvflll an~· qu«>::t.io n wir.IJOnt a move 
ant! u ;;l'o(·'nnd, nn cl i;tall importanr quei't-ion :: t he votP ~hall be ta f~i1 

· by rising to the f eC'f. 

• 2!1; ~u nw tion ,.;hn u' ht> III IU.I t• whil ... a Olll\'f! anti St'.l'olld iR bt>fore the 
t' 011.\•renc:t•. · 

24-. lr ;;ha ll bl' r.c,n;:idt>l'c•cl tli"Sprdt•rly for anv m1•mbc.>r to nb;:Pnf. 
hirn;:P!f f1·om l'onfc.>rt•:u•P wh~ 1111 import.nnt fJ II I:'fltion is tohPdedd­
t>d: but Jl metnllPr. 11r1011 hi~ r t'CJ I.le.,t. III.V bP; f'.!l:t>rllpt.f'd hy thP Churr.h 
J'r ou1 vorin~ " " t> i t bt> r Rille in .pebuJiar c:ascs. f 

:Ui. No member fl hall h•ave tJu? h um P. during Confe re nce wir.hon t 
:t ,;;uftlr. ient c•a.use. nor ~ga~ip r.on:ver~utiol! or whisper•~~. without 
hl!i n~ s ubject. t.o be railed to i!.r.~er by t.ht> U oderato'r. · 

26. All dil'lmflsiunln ( :onferei:Jcc nwst. be r.orHluc·red wit'h r.alnuwRs 
11d I{Otld feeli11g: tho~t' w.~o"-peak ' must ril't' to thdr feet. and "d­
l't>ss tht> ·Moderator, and k'~t,o t he point in t he debate. 
~ Xo ont' shall s peak miS~te' t.hnn t.hre!' t.imt·~ ou t:b;> same motion 

Wtt.Uuut pPrmisllion fron• tl~f[Mpderator,nnr s ha ll tW' rt>mnrks of any 
orw b., un r:easona bly lotJg, ,. 

2S. Wht> n t he Moderator s p.,ab in dt-bat-f' he muHt nom inate Hnne ~ 
ll•·oth~r Moderator in hls 11te4~. ._ 

2!.1. X n one s hnll bP. iut.erruptt!d whiles po-•aking unle~8 it. is nece,..Ga-
ry to c•nll him to or•ler. . - · 

all. It flhall bl! t.l1~ rule of the churc:h tp alit-end to th~ adm iuistra­
rion or t he Lord's Supper a t h•aRt fuur times a year, and the .expens­
t'JS IU'e Lo be· pai1 hy the c:lJUrt~h . 

3lr. ~embers not in good ::~ta.ndiftg shall not ~ommuue, hut t he ad­
ministration !!'hall not bt' deferred m1 lll 'o;uunt of any ordinary matter 
or deahn-r. 

:-J:t Feet waR'hjng ~II be <at:t.ended to as t he .churc h sees proper. 
~'l. P.ublic !as.ting1 hl~miliation and prl\yt>r s hall be ub!<erved on 

proper oi'~Sioll s. ~ , . · 
34. 'l'he Dl•corum may lfe a~,,nded or a lte red by t he \'Oteoft.wo-tbirds 
of t~e members pr«>ilen t·anp'tw·u ~nql'le:o-sive monthly Con!t>renot>s. 

I ' -. ----,. 
. Q(')VERNMEI' .: AX[) ORDINANCES· .. 

1. We believe that a go!lp ·~ . "·'urch, or a churc h of Christ, is a C(ID­

gregation of C ll• i ~tiaos, c,on: _,tJtt'd and guverned aco01'ding to the 
ruleR laid down in th~ New~ anwnt .• 

2. That thest> rules r equi ~qJJbrc:hell to preserve t.he form o! gO\'­
ment and th~ ordinances olfl ~~~t Chri ijt i'Bn <-hurdles, and to be 
MhlJIIl"ell o.( baptized beliqu.~-Q Chris!:.t. 
· a. That. the ·yisible cllui,cli ~~~the aggreg11.te or whole number of 

gc.spe l churc hes, and t.baf tbeli(,f i.;ib;e ~h'l~1·ch ill M mposed or th£> 
r t>dt>emed now in Heaven, an~ 8.och < !hru~tJans on · t>..a r t h a ,; are not 
at'tzched to the visible, ac(}ordlog~,(, goiJJjel rules. 

4. That t.he et~tabl,ishruent of -a ·CE'IItrat, c)r Catholic governme n t 
0\'e r tlie visiblto chorc h , or any par.t U1ereor, 1s a dP.vice 'Of·. ear thly 
ambition, r epugnant: to the wurd or Goa, ·s ubvf rsi\·e of t he- ~hurches 
and dangP. tOII I! t(l Uw libt>rti.ef< o f mt•n. \ 
_) . ,/' 

' 

• 

• 
• 

• 



18 
b. Tbat the goepe1 cho,.cbea a~ tbe oDIJ eoolealutical bodtea or 

trlbUtJat• authorized by tbe bQrlpture-; that each church h._ the 
unrestricted right to adminiater ita own government withooUuper­
vl•o'l or fottarfer-nce; bemg uoc!er Ohrl•t:, eaentially iodependfllnt 
a net aMolote; and that If this rigbt ~e sorrPndered to a auperlnteod­
inK jur l&dlctloo, by delepti 'n or otherwise, the auembJy then 
ceues to bt" a Jr08pel nburch. 

6. That churches may1 nevertheleaa, we !oppose meet by delt>gates 
• from an UI'OCiat:ton ana declare the term<~ upon which tbey will 

ket>p up a frtendiJ eorrt!Spoudence; but bad the righta auttJoritJ of 
nhurchee being inalienablt>, are in no wise compromised or hindered 
bw entering into an association, and therefore U8.l0iatioos have no 
shadow of autb~JritJ over churches or individuals, their onlr power 
heing to tranaact busin~s which doe~~ not pertain to cburchee in 
their f'OOI~iastical capcity; or promote mutual i ~tercourae and a 
conet>ntratloo ctf voluntaey eft'ort, and to ~ive that advice to church-

" ea which might, wit.h equal authority, bd given by anr iodlvual. 
7. That t:be anth()rity of nhurches is dc::si~ned for tbe perpetuation 

or the true religion of the go~ pel, and for the pre11ervation of" pure 0 and orderly body of Christians on earth; that it is fuJJy sufficient 
for t.he-purposes ink'oded, but that it. does notexteed to the peraon11, 
propertJ or conscien".es or men in any case whatever. · 

8. That the onlv r~uiilites to church membership are faith in 
Chn1t and obedience t~ the gospel; that faith in Cbrlst oect'saarilr 
exista In cmtnection with the belief in the fundamental truths of 
ChrtPtlanitJ, and that to prescribe to any <'tber requisite of church 
membership is an &:88nmpt!on of authority on the part of the church 
and' dttparture from t:be plan of the gospel • . 

9, Toat t~e oftlces of a church are elders and deacons; that elders 
are alan called bishops or pabtol'b; that all eldP.rs are equal in rank. 
though they may perform dift't'rent fudctioos, sin~ some mar be the 
bishops or pastors of particulu cburcbes,'wbileothers may be simp­
ly elders having no pasbral charge. 

10. That the authority of tht> minisJ;er •lf t;he g.>spel extends to 
teaobing exhortation au<\ r"buke, but no f••tber; t.hat he cannot 
perform au)' act which bebng~ c;., the aotbority or the church, such 

0 ... the reoeptiod ot members into the church compact, or the expul­
ll~n of olfenJer&; that as a member of tbe cbun•h be id no more than 
arb ..ctt1i'ei' membet, "nd if he is guilty of transgression be itJ to "'be 
btOU~nt to trial befor.: bi11 brethren P.nd convic~d or acqu)tted in 
t.be Mnae m~anner as if be were a private person ; yet we think it 
prudent and oropt>r t.t• call in advisory help, esPf.cially tf thE minis­
ter is to bt> tried upon a charge of heresy. _ 

11. Tl•at CbJi,.tian bapt ibln ill tlle immPrsion o_f a b~lievn in water, 
in the name of the lt'atlier, and Qf the Son, and of the Holy Ubotlt. 

H. Thattbe Lurd'~Mupperaod washiogof the saint's feet is ln 
ordlnace to be observe<! in the church till the Lord comes. 

... lS. ~ tbP elders· and dt>aeooa muSt be set apart-to t.beir omces 
bJ ordilliUon, or the imposition of t.be hands of tbe presbJtery, and 

~lllltl. prayer wlthout which tbeJ are not autb<~rized to administer the or­
v dinaooes pertaining to their respective oftl~. 

14. No preacbe~ sball be"hrdained unlf'88 calll>d t~ take c:barge of a 
chnrclf as pastor or for 80me other good and sufficient reuoo. 

.. 
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DOFTRINAL VIEWS. ·:: 
· 1. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely in­
spired, and is a treasure of1Jeav.enly inst,roction; that bas a God for• 
Its author, salvatJ\)n for its ..end, and truth without any mhtture of 
error for its matter;tbat it reveals tb~ principles by which God will 
judge us, and t.herefore that it shall remain with us to the end of 
time, the true ~nter of Cbrirtian union and the supreme standard 
to which all human conduct and opinions should conform-Rev. xiii, 
14; John v, 3\1. · • 

2. 'l'hat there is one ,true &od1living God, whose: uame is Jehovah, · 
the Maker and Ruler of he:&v.eu and earth, inexpressibly fflOrioua in 
holineM, worthy of all possible bonor, conffd~o~e and love, revealed 
in the ~rsonal diRtinction of F)ther,:::lon and Holy ~ihost, equal in . 
every divine perfection, and executing distinot but harmonious 
offices in tbe great V'ork of red!i!mption Exod. vi, 3;,Ps. Jxxxiia, 18. 

3. 'fhat man was created in a state of holiness under the lawzJ or 
his Maker, but by voluntary ! ransgres11ion fell from that bo ly and 
happy statie, in consequence of which wen are now sinoel"61 not b~ 
honstraint. but by choice, being by nature utcerty void of tnat huh­
ness required by the law of God, wholly given to the gratification 
of the world, of satAn and their own sinful passions, and therefore 
under just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse. 
-Gen. i, 27; ii. 7; iii. 6, 19, 23. 

4. That the aalvation or Rinners i ~ wholly of grace, through the 
mediatorial office N the Son of . • od, whu to<•k upon him our 
nature, yet without sin, honored the la)V by his personal obeditmce, 
aud made atonetnent for .sin by his death, being risen from tbe dead, 
be is now entbron~d irN:Ieavtin,.anu u•titing in hi~ wonderfuL.,per­
son the tenderest symplitbit>s with divin~ perfection. iA ever1 way 
q,uati~.ed ~be. a suttabl~.~t;npassionate aud aU-sufllcieot :::lavl0ur.-
J£ph. u, 5, v, S, Rom. vu,·ll, :.\7 - . 

5. 'l'b&t the great gospel b~sing w)lich Cbrist of bill fulln~ be­
stowR on such as believe-on hi,m., is justification; r.hat juslifiC~>tion 
cwnsists iu the parrdon of sin and ·promise or eternal life upun prin­
ciples of righteousness: that it iS bestowed, not in coosid~ration of 
anything whioh we have done:~_t sol~l.) thrvugb his own rlgbteous­
n~es and atonement,and that i ~rings us into a state ot mo&t blessed 
peaceandfavorwithGod-B "'~viii,30; Ezek.xviii, ll7, 28; .rohn 
iii, 14, 15,16; Bom._vm, 11. ·~ .- ·~ 

6. 1'bat thl! blesamg11 oi sa~Ji~® are UJ&de !re~ to all by the gos­
pel; that it tbe ina mediate club: o&u to r~dv.e thew by cordial and 
obedient faith, and that'not~ajt.events the sal•ation or tbe great 
sinner upon earth b'ut his Qt.on voldotary retusal to submit to tJ.ae 
Lord Je.;us t)bri.;t, wbicb refusal wlllsubj~t b•m to_;au Aggratated 
condemnation..-Hark xva, ~6; Jotrit xvii, :w; Isa. XIV, 22. 

7. '.llhat i·n order to be sav~d •e must be regener&tdd or born again; 
that .regenerati~n cont.isls in giving a boly d,ispos!don to the •nu, 
and 111 effected 1011 manner -above. our comprehenllton by the JlPlf~r 
or tbe Holy 8pirit producing voluntary obedien~ to th~~oat~M§f,,ud 
tuat ifoti proper evidence itf rouud iu th~ holy fruits which -11e or111g 
!orf to <:ibd.--J<;dJo iii,.3, 5, 7, 8. llatt . iii, 8, 10. '> 

"S'. 'fhat election ia the graci.)US purpose of God,&cc.,rding to wllit·h / 
a~ regenerates, san~itJea and saves sinners; tbat being r.er:ectiJ 
cunsiJ~nt w1tll th~ fr l!e agency or man,it comprehendd all the means 
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with the end; that it i.; a most glori.,us display of God's goodness, 
beiog'Jioflnitely wJ"e, holy, onchaogable-; that it' utterly excludes 
bo&l5ting and promotes humility, ~.>ra.)er, praise, tr"URt in God ~nd 
active imitation of bif' free meal¥; that it encourages the use of 
means in the highest deg-ree; that It is the fo11ndat:on of Christian 
assurMtce, and that to ascertain it with regard to ourselves demands 
and deserves our utmost dilligence.-Eph. i, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12. 

9. 'I bat the preserv.in~ attacbmen of tr\le believes to c; brist is the 
.grand work which distJDguishes them from superficial profes .. ors; 

that a special providence w~ttcheH over their welfare, and that they 
are kept by tbe power of <ffld through faith ·unto salvation.-Eph i, 
17, IS. 

·10. That the law of God is the eternRI, unchangable rule of his gov­
ernment; that it is holy, just anll good, and that the inability which 
the &riptures ascribe to fallen man to fulllll its r.recepts arises en­
tirely from their love ot sin, to deliver them from which, and tore­
srore them through a mediator, to unfeigned obedience to the holy 
law, is one design of ~he gosdel, and of the means of grace, connt.>ct.­
ed with the establishment of the vi~>ible church.-Matt. v, 17, 18; 

(: Luk-e x, 13-20: xiv, 17. · 
11. That the first day uf the week is t he Lord's day, or Chris .. Jan 

Sabbath; th:.t it ~>hould be kept sacred to religious purposes by at).. 
staining from all Recular labor and recreation, by the direct observ­
ance of all the means of ~race, both private and public, and by pr~p­
aration from the rest whtch remains for the po1.1ple of God.-J<~xod. 
xix, 8; Beb. iv, 9: 'fhes .. i, 7; Ps. xvi,· !1. 
-12. 'l'hat civil government is of divine appointment for the inter­

est and go•Jd order of hu mau society; that the magistrates are to be 
prAyed for conscientiouAiy, honored and obeyed in all things not 
contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Chr.ist, w!::o is the Lord ot 
the consCience and the Prince .of tbe kiogs of the earth.-Reb. xiii, 
7; A~ts. xxiii 5: 'fim. v, 17. • 

13. 'llhat t:here is a radical and · e!lsential differenc'! between the · 
righteous and tbe wicked ;· that Fuch only are justified t-y faith in 
the name of the l.ord Jesns, and ~>ancr.ified by the Spirtr. of 
G\)d, as are truly righteoutS in hi'l est-eem, while an such as continue 

l) in !!Jipem"tence and unbelit!f ar·•, ~n hj'l s ight, wi..:ked nod under tbe 
cufse,and this distinction holds am1.1ng men both in and after death. 
-Matt.xxv. 45,46; Mark xvi, 16. . · 

U. That tbe end of this world is approachino-, when Christ will 
descend from Hesven at:d rai:1e the dead from their graves to final 
r etribution; tbat a solemn separct.tion will t.hen take place, t he right­
eous being adjudged to everlastiug happin ess and the wicktd to 
endlesR punishment; a11d this judgment wiJl fixe forever the finlll 
state of man, in heaven or ht>ll, on principles of rigbteousness.­
Jobr.l v, 25; Mat.t. X>. v, 31, 32, 33, 34, 411 46. 
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Mt Olive Taylor G W Mathe\vs, J Jones l\1 B Posey 14 1 8 2 69 a 20 
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