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Minutes. 
The sixty-third annual s£>ssion of the Chattahoochee United 

Freewill Haptist Association convened with Corinth Church, Marion 
County, Ga., commencing on Thursday night before the first Sun-
day in October, ·18P8. . 

The introductot·y sermon was preached Friday at 11 o'clock a. 
m. by Rev. A. J . Parker from Ephesians, 1st chapter and '4th and 
5th verses, followed by Rev . J. H. Jenkins. 

After an intermission of one hour and thirty minutes for re­
\ fresbments the body was f'.alled to order _by the fermer Moderator, 
r-'~ J. H. Brown, the former clerk, A. J . Parker, present. Aft~r sing­

ing a hymn, prayer was offered by Rev. J. H. Jenkin~. 
The first business in regular order was an invitation to visiting 

brethren 'to seats with us. 
A call was next made for corresponding letters from the va­

rious churches in the associatioJ?, and letters were received from 
fifteen churches. Elders J. H. Jenkins !lnd A. J. Parker were ap­
pointed to read the letters which were read, received and the names 
of delegates enrolled. 

The bodyJtben permanehtly organized by re-electing J. R. 
Brown, moderator, and A. J. Parker, clerk. 

The body next called for correspondence from si:;ter associa-
tions. None present. · • 

The next business was the appointment of various committees 
as follows: 

On Arrangements for Preacbing-J. R. Jordan and J . T. 
Sheatfrom the church, and J . M. McGlamry, B. B. Wats01: and J. 
M. Lockhart from the bo.dy. . . 
· On the Standing of the Church~s and :Ministry-J. R. Baty, 11

• 

C. Hunmcutt. W. A. Blair, J. T. Davis, J. B. Watson, W. T. Mc­
Bride and J. W. Brewer. 

On Finance- M. L. King, J. H. Jenkins, B. F. Drawhorot · 
On Obituaries-J. H . Jenkins, A. J. Parker, J . R. Blty.. 
On Literature-A. J. P arker, J. H. Jenkili~t M. L. ~lDJ• 
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MINUTES. 

Call for report of corbmjttee on arrangem~nt for preaching and 
received th~ foJlo.wing report: Friday night, J. H. Jenkins to 

preach and J. M. King to follow. Saturday 11 o'rlock a. m, J. R. 
Brown to pi·each, and A. J. Par~~r to fol,ow. 

By motion adjourned until e1ght o'clock Saturday morning. 
After singing, prayer :was offered. by Rev. Z. T. Bone .. 

' 
~ '. . " 

SECOND DAY'S SESSION . . ~ 
SatUrday eight o'clock a. m; "the body met pursuant to adjourn-

ment. Slngmg, and prayer waJ;:9:1iered by W. S. Lockhart. 
The first business was the 'reading of the circular letter pre­

pared by Rey. J. H. Jenkins by appointment of la~t session, which 
was received and ordered pubiisbed in the minutes of this ses11ion. 

By motion of the body the .clerk was. ordered to correspond 
wi!h the Sister -~ssoCiations by letter. 

The. call was renewed for a rep ott of various committee~?. .«e­
port of Comnnttee :On the State of the Church aud Standing of the 
Ministry was as follows : · 

We, your Com~itte~n the State of th.e Churcp and Standing 
of the Ministry, submit tllE~.Ioll<;nring repprt : We find all mmisters 
in this association in good rstanding, 'and all the churches in good . , 
conditiOn except Turner's .Chap~l~ whicb we nod out of order, inas-
muc~ as they havt> some unh~-~onized feeli.ngs and differences 
among them·selves, and a'3~ th~~the . body send a committee of 
three well acquainted with bus~ "'"¥ " ~to ad vise with Turner's Chapel, 
and to assist them in harmoniz.' · heir differences. . . . , ... 

. :, ·· ~- ~ J. R. BftTY, Chairman. 
The report :w~ r~ceived · .. "d~~~. com~ittee discharged. 
Appointed A. J. Parkt>r,~!'L~.King and B. B. Watson as an 

advisory committee to meet '¢t1I 't~rper's Chapel at a time appoint-
ed by themselves. . . ~ · 

Comm1ttee on Arran}:;ements for Preadiing completed their re­
port as follows: Saturday 3 o'olpck p. m., .z: T . .f3one to preacli and 
Will~m Posey to follow. Sat'urday night 'l'. P. Young to preach ~ 
and T. C. Hunnicutt-lto follow. \ Sunday 9 o'clock a.m. J. H. Jen-,/ 
kins to preach .and M. L. King to follow. Sunday eleven o'clock a. 
m. A. J. Parker to preach. 

Committee on Finance reported as follows: --
Sent by churches for .Assocint ional purposes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24.38 
In hands of treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.48 
Collected from the body .. . .... . . . ... . . ..... . .. .' •.... . .. ~. . . . . . . . . . 3.62 

Making n to~l of . ... . .......... .. . : . . ....... . ............... $29.48 

-



MINUTES. 3 

Report. of Committee on Literature for the informati'on of our 
people: . 

We beg leave to state that our Freewill Baptist brethren of the 
North pnblish two excellent paperta, viz: "The Free Baptist/' of 
Minneapolis, Minn., and the "Mormng Star" of Boston, Mass. Our 
general Baptist brethren pubhsh a good paper, "The Messenger" at 
Owensville, Ind., a• d our own brethren, the Freewill BaptistE of 
Ogden, N. C., publish an excellent paper. The Free Baptist S\}n­
day School literaturQ may be obtained from the Free Baptist Pub­
lishing Hoose, 457 Shawmut Avenue, Boston Mass., and Union lit­
erature of the very best quality from the David C. Cook Publishing 
House, 36 

1
W ashington Street, Chicago Ill. 

J. H. JENKINS, 

A. J. PARKER. 

M. L. KING, 

Committee. 
By motion the body .adjourned until 2:30 p. m. Singing and 

prayer by M. L. King. 

AFTERNO:>)I" SESSION. 

At 2:30 p. m., the body met pursuant to adjournment. After 
singing and prayer by Bro~ T. P. Young, the body proceeded to 
business as follows: Brother G. W. Bradford having arrived from 
Rocky Mount Chureh bearing a letter, the order of business was 

' ,~suspended, the letter was read and received and Brother Bradford 
,_ was seated in the body. 

There was a committee appointed to investigate the Sunday 
School work of the past year, the committee conRisting ot one cor­
respondent from each church .represented, which reported 11s follows: 

We find. but few Sunday Schools in the bounds of our Associ& .. 
tion. We recommend that earnest efforts be made to organize 
Sunday Scboolf. wherever possible. We recommend W. D. Gill, J. 
M. King, W. B. Posey, T. C. Huoni~utt, J. R. B~ty, J . M. Lock­
bart visit the churches near them and lecture in the interest of Sun-

, day Schools. J. M. McGL.umY, Chairman. 

Miscellaneous Business-After a lengthy discussion of tbe.con­
stitution which was recommended by the last session of the body, 
and by a failure on the part of ·some of the churches either. to adopt 
or oppose, the matter was tabled until the next session of the body, 
with ·an earnest request that each. church whtch has not taken action 
take considerate action either pro or con, that the matter may take 
definite form at tht! next session. 

I 



4 MINUTES. / 

The churches are alSo required to take action on the adoption 
or the opposing of the amendment offered by A. J. Parker const\­
tuting the 9th article of the constitution which was recommended by 
the body. 

The next sessfon of the body meets with Providence Church, 
Muscogee County, Ga., commencing on Thursday night before the 
third Sun~ay· in Ootober, 1899, the introductory sermon to be 
preached by Rev. Z. T. Bone on Thursday night before the third 
Sunday in October, 1899. f 

Ordered tnat the clerk be paid ten dollars for his services, and 
that the minute work be first cl.ass. 

By motion the body ext€Dde~ thanks to the church and com­
munity for the royal entertamment accorded them during the1r so-
journ with them. . , 

A~ thi3 closed the business' 'Of the seAsion, by ·motion the body 
adjourned to meet with Providence church Th'ursday night before 
the t,hjrd Sunday in Octobe(;1899. Singing and prayer by M. L. 
King... .Sine dte. ·, · 

~ 

J. R. BnowN, Moderator. 
A. J. PARKER, Clerk. 
A. J. RoDGERS, Treaaurer. 

ORDER OF PREACHING. 

l.l'riday night J. II. J enki.ns preached, followed by J. M. Ktng. 
Saturday 11 a. iu. J . R. Bro~n preached. followed by A. J. Parker. 
Saturday night T . .P. Young preached, followed by T. C. Hunnioult. 
Sutiday 9 a. m. J. H. J~nki9s preached, followed by M. L. King. 
-Bunday 11 a.m., A. J. Par)J r pre~hed. 

t ' • 
UNIO ·.MEETINGS. 

• i"i\=' -

The Fourth District meti(~k!vith Mount Olive Church, Potters- • 
ville, Ga, Taylor County. ~~ir;s from Reynolds, commencing on 
Friday night before ihe. · .t,I~Sunday in July, 1899. ~nvey­
ances will meet· oorrespondOi:ats.ai Reynolds on Friday. 

P. S.-By failureof o~-e~d}.itricts to report, the time and place 
of their meetings is unknown to ~e clerk. 

' 
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OBITUARIES. 

OBITUARIES. 

Departed this life Marob 11, 1898, Sister Mary Turner. Sister 
Turner joined the United Freewill Baptist Church at Friendship, 
humter county, Ga., in 1876. She ever lived a consistent, devoted 
member, always filling her seat at church.& Everybody loved Aunt 
Poley, as she was best known. She leaves three sons and two 
daughters to mourn her d.,parture. She was born M.aroh 11, 1810. • . 

. May her children Jive the example she leaves tbellJ· Farewell Aunt 
Poley ull we meet yon in the sweet bye and bye, 

J . ~·DuPREE, 

Departed this life September 4, 1898, Brother John C. Massey. 
Deaoon of ProVIdence Church, in Muscogee county. Brother Mas­
sey was a Confederate soldier, having the reputation of a good sol­
dier. As a citizen he was rigidly honest and truthful, perf~ctly up. 
right m his bufliness relations with his fellowmen; as a neighbor be 
was kind and obliging, hence was loved by all, He joined ·the 
churoh October 1, 1897, and was baptized by Elder J. H. Jenkins. 
His Christian life was marked by deep piety and devotion to his 
church. He often said to his pastor, u{ want to do my whole duty." 
We underytand these words to be thP. language of a heaven-born 
soul ripening fot glcry and for God His county bas lost a good 
c1tizen, his church a str Jog piUar, his wife and children a devoted 
husband and father. W e hope again to clasp h1s band where Jesus 
calls to the better land. J. H. JE~INs. 

Sister Mary Ann Mahala Lockhart, wife of Deacon W. S. 
Lockhart of the Columbus church, departed thi~ life April 10, 1898. 
Sjster Lockhart joined the church in early life, and was bsptized by 
Rev. Jas. E. Broad~ax. She was an affectionate wife and mother, 
ever careful of the mterest. of her husband and children, counting 
all toil a labor of love that 1:1he might serve the1r interests. She lived 
a oonaecrated Cbnstian life. She had been a member oft.he United 

, ..-;-Freewill Baptist Church, of Columbus from 1ts organization, and 
,_r ever zealous of its welfare, lent heart, . band and prayers to every en_­

terprise for its promotion. Those who knew her remember her lov­
ing smile.and cordial greeting, rem~'llber the gentle wife and moth­
er, the kind friend, the devoted Christian. "To live in hearts we 
leave behind is not to die," and we are asaured that the gentle 
ChriStian intlnenoo of her life will live on in the hearts of clnldren 
and loved ones. Oftentimes dunng h*'r last llluess she fancied her­
self getting the household ready for church, and insisted Ulat it was 

: 



6 OBITU 4-RIES. 

. time f?r meeting, then ' he wo_uld often endeavor to sing the dear 
old songs of Zion. It is our hope and prayers to God that her hus­
band, her children, grand-children, pastor, friends and loved ones 
may all gather with ber in that great and happy meeting around 
the Father's throne to sing ~ith her and with the angels, the new 
songs of praise to him who hath l?ved us and washed us from our 
Ems in his own blood: 

In the home, swet:>t home; where the angels-are, 
Ohildren your mother awaits you there, 

_ Her smiles Jrulde sweetel",by joys nbO\'e, 
Will greet your entrnqce to the portals o! love. 

J. J1. JENKINS. 

Departed this life Febru·ary 28, 1898, Sister Cassie Parker. 
Sister Parker was 69 years old. She had for a number of years 
been a consistent member of Rocky Mount Church. Sister Parker 
was the mother of our beloved brother, Rev. A. J. Parker. Her life 
was divinely impressive, marked by the deepest Ohristiau piety and 

. ·sacred devotion to her church, to her God, and to her family. The 
church hag lost a devoted member, the community a good citizen 
and neighbor: th~ .famill) has lost an affectionate wife and a .devoted 
mother. Shf> leaves a husband, one son and three daughters, sev­
eral grand-chtld.ren, and ~ ho.Sj' of other rslativee to mo~rn her loSB. 
May they· strive to imitate tlto Chnstian example she left them in · 
duth, and meet her on the ev~r: green shore of eternal happine88 
where partings aod sorrows •t more: • 

Beneath the tomb ' · sister sleeps, · 
While a. loving .h ~.,.- pd for her weeps, 
Ye~ the name ~!~e evt>r blest, · 
Who will rnise b~!~Y to eternal rest. 

· 1~ ,':$;· J. H. DuPREE. 

Departed tbislife in Juile,1898 . Sitt~r Myrtle GoSBPtt, aged 18. 
Sister Gossett -was a member of#l,e Columbus Church, and we trust 
her spirit has gone to dwell forever in the sweet fiPlds of Eden. 

' J. H. JENKINS. 

-
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OIROULA.R LETI'ER. 7 

I 
CIRCULAR LETTER. 

Text lst Thessalonians 6:21, "Prove all things; hold fast that which is 
ood." 
~ne of our ministers has said: "The glory of our gospel is its open­

ness. To friend and foe alike, to one age and another, to the most skep­
tical critic1 and to the most indiscriminate believer the word is 'Prove 
it, test it, m little and in great, in parts and as a whole, by criticism, 
textual and literary; compare it with other religions, and never be 
afraid to admit any fragmentary good you might find in them lest ~ou 
dim the luster of our transcendent gospel; tum upon it all the sidelights 
of history and archaed!ogy and philosophy. The whiter the flame that 
plays upon it the richer and deeper its gleam of gold.'" 

''Prove all things." Looking backward but a little more than a cen­
tury we see New England in the throes of hyper-Calvanism. Benjamin 
Randall and a few followers raised up the standard of J esus and began 
proclaiming, "whosoever will may take of the water of life freely." This 
bold Bible statement made in the face of the dominant religion, subject­
ed him and his followers to much persecution, but thank GOd the "dark­
ness has past and true light now shineth," and the religious denomina­
tions once giving the name "Free-Willers" ll8 a term of reproach, now 
proclaim the blessed truth themselves. 

Lookieg·backward but a few decades in Georgia, we see Cyrus White 
arraigned as a heratic for declaring that "God hath not predestinated 
any soul to eternal life or death unrionditionally .'' Today we are in­
formed that text-books teaching tbe doctrine of unconditional election 
are condemned by the theological seminaries of the very denomination 
who arraignt'd and ex-communicated White. 

We congratulate the ministry of sister chnrches, the Presbyterian 
&nd the Missionary Baptist, that they bear no lopger the galling yoke of 
hyper-Qalvanism. We. congratulate our Freewill BaJ?tist ministry in 
that we now have the assistance of this able corps of riunist.ers who have 
left the old " land-marks" of their church and are preaching ably and 
faithfully the unchanging and unchangeable doctrines of the Freewill 

, ~aptist Church. "Hold fast that which is good " 
1 • Alread~ we have seen roseate gleams of tbe morning light heralding 

r the brighter day, when the man-made doctrine and practice of close 
communion will, like C 'alvanism, have vanished away before the resplen­
dent rays of righteousness and eternal truth. Let us bold fast our terms 
of gospel communion, the communion of saints and not of sects. 

Let us continue to discountenance the "anything-will .do" theory of 
Pedo-Baptists, and hold fast the New Testament doctrine of believer's 
.baptism. Let us still insist thnt believers rely entirely upon Bible 
teaching for ·'mode" to be obser\•ed. "Hold fast that which is good.'' 

. ftiniUly our church covenants-obligates us to support "Sabbath 
Schools, missions, temperance, education, and all means that tend to the 
glory of God and the welfat·e of mao.'' The great need of our church 
membership is to see with clearer vision our high calling of God . We 
are to oppose all \bat God opposes and lend our support to every means 

, properly used for the advancement of his cause and kinngdom. Our op­
portunities to do good measure our responsibility to God. "Let us hold 
fast that which is good .'' J. H. JENKINS. 

.· 
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8 MINISTERIAL ROI,L. 

• t•'. 

MiNISTERIAL ROLL. 
!-]~ . ' ' , ._,. . dJ--".-----

,..- 0!,' 

J. ]i· Brown .. . . .. .. ... . ... . ~.:.\: . . . ... . ... : .... Japanese, Marion Oo., Ga 
T. P. Young .. .... . . ... .. . . :.~ ......... . .. .. ........ -:. .. . . Columbus, Ga 
A. J. Parker ........ .. ..... . : : . .... ... .. ...... .. . . ... .... Potter ville, Ga 
J, M. Posey ... . . ......... ....... , .... ... ...... .. ... . .. . . ..... . Butler, Ga 
B. F. Green ........ . ..... . . . ... .... ............... . .. . .. .. : .Butler, Ga 
W. C. Duffell ... . . ... ......... .. ... ...... . ..... .. .......... Saville, Ala 
W. J. Freeny ....... .... . . .... . .. . ........ . . .... . .. . ... Skipperton, ~a 
W. A. Books . . ..... ... . ... ..... . ........... . . . ... . ..... . . . . Phenix~ Ala 
J . H. Jenkins . .... .. ... . .......... . ............... ....... . .. Phenix, Ala 
J. H. Dupree. . ..... . ..... . . ... . . . . . . . ............ . .. . . . .. . . Tropic, Ga 
A. Smith. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . Tropic, 6a 
T. P. ('arr ...... . . , . .. . ...... . ..... . . . ....... .. . .. ..... Potterville, Ga 
T. A. Bullard. , .. ..... . ...... : ........ .... ..... .. ..... ... Juni.per, Ga 
J . A. obb .. . .... ........... . ···· . . .. . ..... . ... . .. . . .. . .. . Amertcus,Ga 
Z. T. Bone .... · ... ._ 7\ .... ... . · ... ... ... . : .. .. .. ... ......... ·,Butler, tia 
D, 0. Brinkley ...... .. •..... . ...... . ......... . .... .. ... . Cottondale, Ga 

{ J • 

~ / ____.__ 
. ! IU C.EN'fiATES. 

-J. M. Ki_ng ..... .... ........... (: ... .... .... . . ... . ..... Garden Valley, Ga 
M. L. ~ng .................. il;t·; · .... . .... .. ..... .. .. .... Oglethore,e, Ga 
B. 0 . Brown~ .... . .. ... ... . ·~'i: .. ..... :. . . . . . . . ... .. . .. Oglethorpe, Ga • 
William Posey ............ . ,~ ~.;.~. . . . . .... . .... . ..... ... .. ... Butler, Ga 
K. W. Widener .. .. . .. ... . :~~ i;.:-k ....................... . Skipperton, Ga 
T. 'J . Lee .. .. ...... ....... . ··;'f-1\ , . .. . ••. . . .. ..... .•• . .. . Skipperton, Ga 
T. C. Hunnicutt . . . . .. : ... :'.~;; •• ~-· ... . . .. .... . ............ Skipperton, ~a 

~~-1--· m~·;.;J;~~::-~· --­"'" ~ .. ~. 
~ .. ...;- ~.!' .. 

oatntoHEs - ~ · · ~ ~'ctERKs, ·· . ... . . 
Little Betliel , w~ G, MqGlamo'ry, 
Oak .. rove, G: .v . Allen, · 
New Prospect, A. B;· Posey, 
Mt. Olive, G. W. Mathews, 
Oolumbl,lS. J. N. Shira, 
Friendshi,P, J. R. Baty, 
Wnion Grove, Sumter, .1 . R. Duckworth, • 

'ltocky Mount, G. W. Bradford, 
Union Grove, Rand'olph A. Knight, 
Trinity, J. H. Watson, 
Turner's Chapel , I . N. Wainright, 
Providence, J . M. Tomblin, 
( 'or inth. G. W. Pool, 
Macedonia·, E. L. Blaylock, 
Friendship, James McLam01·e, . 
Spring Hill, G. D Perry, 
Pleasant HilJ, Wesley Brewer, 
Antioch, W. S. Parker, 

POST-OFFIOE 

Oglethorpe, Ga. 
lf'acon, Ga. 
Reynolds, Ga . 
Potterville, I..:Ja. 

, Columbus, Ga. 
Smithville, Ga. 
Americus, Ga . 
Americus, Ga. 
Shellman, a. 
Stewart's Mill, Ga. 
Butler, Ga. 
Columbus, Ga. _. 
Buena Vista, Ga. 
Salem, Ala. . 
Phenix, Ala. 
Th'bmtonville, Ga. 
Poindexter, Ga. 
A.nlericus, Ga, 

I 
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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

United Free"V¥ill Baptists 
1. All Cllurchf:'s shnll be orgunized by the stric t rule of gonwnment 

of the New Testamen t . nnd it shull b10t unde t·s tood tbnt we hold t.hnt the 
government of the visible church of God is congrE>gntion:tl , nnd tllut ench 
member shull hu\'C co-equ~lrigh t . 

2. 'fhut the gospel chnt·chez3 nt·c the only ecclesinsticnl bodies or tri­
bmutls uuthorized by t he t;Ct·ipt.ut·es; thnt <>nch c:hu•·ch hn:; the unrestrict­
ed right t~ ndminister it s own gO\·ernmen t withou t sup<>t'\' is ion or inter­
ference, being under Chris t. essentiully, independent nnd nusolute; nnd 
t.hat if this t·ight be15m·rendered ton supet·intending jm·isdiction by del­
egation or otherwise •. the n:o;sembly then cense.' to be u gospel chut·ch. 

8. '!'hut the estnblit:;lune~1t of u cen t.J·nlized gon!•·nme nt 0\'er the vit~­
ible church of God OJ' nny pnrt. the1·eof by priesthoods, councils, com·en­
t.ions, assocint ions, ot· or.h t> t·wise, i,:; n de vice of ent·thly nmbit ion , repul{­
nant to the word of God , suh,·c•·sive of the churches nnd dnngei'Ous to 
the libet·ties of men. 

• 4. Thnt Churches should ot·gunize th~mseln~s into tts,.ociutions fot· 
the )lUI'PO!'e of keeping up n ft·i endly cotTesponde nce with <>nch other nnd 
to ndvise the churches t o adopt uny mensure t.ltey think best. All gen­
et•nl lnws touching the chm·chcs :md the ns$ocint ion shnll fi1·st be ndvised 
by the ussqcint.ion, and ud<1pted by t.he chtH·ches in two or theit· succes­
si\•e conferences l.Jt>fot·e it shall become n law. 

5. The nssociution shu II b e composed ofdelegntes ft·om the chut·cltes 
who shnll be selected nnd sent fh nn the churches composing it . und each 
church shull be entitled to two delegates, nncl for 0\'et· fifty,und not ex­
ceeding sEwenty-11ve members , tt church sbnll be entitled to tlu·ee dele­
gates, und for c\'Cl'Y ndditionnl fifty m emuet·s m· frnctiounl pnt·t thereof, 
u church shu ll be entitled to one more delegnt e. 

· 6. Ordnined ministet·s sbull be eu t itled to ~eats in the n s~ocint;ion ns 
legnl d clegntes. 

7. New church es thul hnve been m·gnnized on legnl baptized mem­
, bet·~>, und ure orderly gospel churches, shnll IJe recei\·ed in tlte nssocintion 

by unnnimous \'Ote of the hody. 
8. The !!tanding officer:; of t he nssocint iou 10hnll ben Mode1·ntur, 

Clet·k, 'f1·easure1· nnd Executin~ Oommittet~. It·shnll be the duty of t.l~ 
Ex:ecuti\'e Committee in the absence of the ses~ion tolook nftN·. and at­
tend t:o 11ll J.msiness uecessnrily pertaining the1·eto. to look into the chur­
acter und meri t of the m~oined ministt·y, tLnd whenever the cilustl sus­
tains injury o•· rept·oach from unchristinn conduct, or neglect of scrip­
t url\1 duties by suid ministt·y, o t· from misconduct of nny inai vidualmem­
bet· of the church , it shnll be the dtity of the Executive Commi ttee to 
notify the church to which t.hey belong of their couduct .. 

9. It shn lJ be the du ty of n 11 churcheli who nre notified of misconduct 
by any of its membPI'S, by the Execntivd 1 'ommittce, to notify and bt·ing . 
to trial befo1·e the cb uJ•ch in regulnr conference t he guilty person or per­
sons and denl wit.h theni acco1-ding to gospel rules nnd t he decormn of 
the United l<'reewill Bnptist Obm·ch , nnd expel ot•~tcqu i t, us the e,·idence 
mny demand. Any chorch which shall refuse to do this sl-wul havi no 
fellowship in the associa t ion by correspondence or otherwise un t il ~hey 
comply with the nbove rules. 

10. The association shall hold its session Qnce e\·ery year nt a t ime 
a.nd pla.ce specified by a preceding session. 

-
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1(} CHURCH DECORUM. 

11. This constit.ution :shull be J•eCOIIillnendcd by the u:ssocintion to 
nil the vnrious churches composing t11~ body fm· thl:'it· udoption, n,nd when 
two-thit'ds of the chu1·ches lul\·e 11dopted this const itution in two of theit· 
~;nccessive conference~ it ~hnll t-hen 'beeome a Jnw. U'hen be it known 
thnt ull the lnws confl icting with thiS ·con~titu tion nJ•e he1·eby repeaJed. 

12. AJ I nmendments or chnnges -of tlhis constitution :shnll fir::;t be t•ec­
ommended by the ussoc.iu I ion to Jltl ·rhe 1;urious churches composing the 
body for heir ndojltion , nnd when.two-tlbird::; of the chu rches in two of 
thei1· succt>ssh·e conferences ndopt svch chnnge o•· :unend1hent, it shall 
tht>n become a pru·t and pnrcel of this constitution. 

CHURCH DECORUM. 

J. The church mny choose u pastor nnnuully nt the lus t regula.•· con­
ference in ussocint.ionul yt>tu·; or, if they prefet· it, mny choose n pastot· 
for an indefinite length of time, to conti1uue from yen•· to yen•·, so long 
us they mny deem it pt·ope1· to keep .up the connection. 

2. When i t becomes necE"ssm·y, n pm·tot· nuty' I.Je chosen nt nny other 
time; but if the choice be l.l!.ade at 11 special coofet·ence, the time must 
be appointed nt a monthly n1eet ing of tlue chut·ch. 

a. !fhe pustor shall be )l'Oderator of-the Lhurch, but when he is n.b­
:c:eut, or does not sif. ns Mode~ttor being present, some suiUlble brother 
shnJl be appointed to sit in his piJ\ee . . 

4. There sbn.ll be two or moi·e deacons in the ch uJ'<'h, whose duty it 
shnll be to superintend the COllect ion ruHi· disblu·:;ement Of uJI contribu­
tions9 mn.de by the church for ·the pnstAor, etc., nnd to distribute the 
bread ~tnd wiQe in Lhe ndminit;trut~iQ\of !~he Lord's supper. 

5. The deacons shall tnke not~· -of eoucb m emi.Je rs as refuse or neg­
lect to pnrtuke of the Lord's Sup1 ·. fllld endeumr to uscertain the cause 
thnt the same m.ny be laid before ~eimrch in conference, if necessru·y. 

6. Some suitnbl.e memb~r shiAU ~~ tltppointed cle•·k, and it sbnll be 
his duty to do nH the recording t1t*o'the.r writing pertaining to the busi­
ness of the church, ftlld to pre::.en -e:Jt'fifaof the minutes of the Association. 

7. \\'hen a new clerk is appbibted . all the books, minutes, et.c., be-
longing to the clerk s ltnll be imm~ft.teiy deli\·eJ·ed to him by his prede-
cessor. . 

8. \\"ben the church deem!l it ne~ssary, n. committee of not less 
than three mnJe member::;, well t:tcqun.inlted with business, shall be ap­
pointed whose duty it shall be to gi\'e u<1lvjce to P.t·ettu·en who apply to 
them reltt.t h'e to cases of dealing, etc., wiith the church. 

9. The church shn.J I hold a two days' meeting monthly, embracing 
Snturdny n.nd 'the Lord's day fo1Jowing, the fu-st of \\'hich shall be the 
regulnr time of Conference. · 

1((. It sbnll be the!lluty of.every member, mn.Ie and female, to at- I' 
tend each conference meeting if they can; for on thnt day the pastor is 
expected to instruct the church in a specin.l manner by giving plain and 
pointed lessons on doctl'ine, discipline an_d the rules of holy living. 

11. .Any male member who shall fniJ to attend three successive con­
ferences, and any member whnte,·er who may l>e generally remiss·in at­
tending the meetings of t!.Je church, ncco:rding to the co"\'enant, (Article 
10, ) shall be ciwd to nppen.r in t:onferenee and anliwer for his neglect, 
bot the church may exempt members f.rom t:his r ole if necessary. 

12. Conference shn.JI be opened n.nd conducted as follows: 1. Prayer 
(unless divine services hus just been coJ~clnded, und generally t hen .) 
2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. 3. Open the doors for the reception 
of members. 4. Call for absentees. 5. F'or acknowledgements. 6. For 
references or deferred business. 7. For matters of deuling which are in 
order to come before the church. 8. For miscellaneous business. 

13. Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister churches shall 
be allowed to speak and make motions or seconds, but not allowed to 
''ote. · 
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CHURCH DECORUM. 11 

14. A.n orderly member of the Bapt.is t rhu1•ch who does not hold 
this church in fellowship, may be recei\·1~ into t he chu1·ch without a let­
ter, when it is made nppnren t thut his;< :nwis t.inu character is unimpeach­
able, and that he has applied for u lt>t.te1· nnd could not obtain it because 
he dE>sired to join this or some other sis ter chu1·ch. AJI othe1· persQns 
must join by letter or bnptit;m. 

15'. No membe1· stnll be recciYed wiithout the mumimous consent of 
t be members p1·esent.; but unreusonnble objections shall not he valid, 
and unless witbdruwu the membt> t' who 1:nakes them shnll he liable to be 
taken under denling by the chUJ·cb. 

16. When the Moderato!' calls for absentees, the clerk shnJI inform 
the church ''hnt mnle members hnYe hePn nlrent from three successiYe 
conferences, nnd t he :Mode•·ntor shall nppoim·souu.• brother or brethren 
t.o cite each of them to t he next conference . . 

17. No member shall oe expellt>d un less he has been cited \'et·bnlly 
or in writing to utt(>nd his t.rinl , }Wo\·ided his r esidence be known to the 
church. · 

18. When witness, not n member olf the chu1·ch, is introduced , he 
shall not be examined till the que$tion has been put to the chUl-ch: 'Yill 
you bear the testimony of this witness? 

19. The evidence in e\'ery cnse of dealing and acknowledgement 
shaJl be minuted in the chm-ch book. 

20. Members dismissed from this church by letter, who become dis­
orderly, or cont.inue to hold tl1eit· lettt.>rs without n good reason , shall be 
cited to the conference to answer for their conduct. 

21. Expelled members 1nay be 1·estored t.o fellowship on their peti­
tion, if theh· walk since ex pulsion bus comvinced the church that they 
have sincerely repented of thei1· former evil. 

2t. A '\"'Ote shall not be taken upon nny question without n move, 
--Jlnd a second, and in all important questions the ,·ote shall be tnken by 

· rising to the feet. 
23. No motion shall be made while a, moYe and second is before the 

conference. 
24. It shnlllle considered dl'sordet·ly for tlllY membertonbsent him­

self from conference when nn important question is to be decided; but a 
member, upon his request, muy be exempted from voting on either side 
in peculiar cases. 

25. No member sbaJllea,·e the house during conference without a 
sufficient cause, nor engage in com·ersntion or whispering without being 
subject to be called to order by the Mode1·ntor. 

26. All discussion in conference mus.t be conducted with calmness 
and good feeling; t hose who spenk must rise to their feet and· address 
the Moderator, and keep to the point in the d ebate. 

27. No one shall speak more t han t hu-ee t imes on the same motion 
,_ without permission from the Moderator, nor shall the remarks of anyone 

be unreasonably long. 
28. When the Moderator speaks in debate he must nominate some 

brother Moderator in his stead. · • 
29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it is neces­

sary to call him to order. 
30. It shall be the rule of the chw-ch to attend to the administra­

tion of the Lord's Supper at least four times a year, and the expenses 
are to be paid by the chw-ch . 

31. Members not in good stnndmg shall not commune, but the ad­
ministration shall not be deferred on account of any ordinary matter or 
dealing. . 

32. Feet washing shall be attended\ to as the church sees proper. 
33. Public fasting, humiliat ion and p rayer shall be observed on 

proper occasions. · 
34. The Decorum may b.e amended c1r altered by the vote of two­

thirds of the 1hembers present any two successive mont hly confere~es. 

• 



12 . GOVERNMENT AND ORDUfANCES. 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES. 

1. We believe that u gospel chureh, or a Church of Christ, is a. con­
gregation of Christinns, constitu{ed atitd go\'e1·ned according t6 the rules 
faid down in the New Testament . . · 

2. That these rules require cb..tirclhes to preserve the form of govern­
ment and the ordinances of the :fii'st Christian chlu·ches, and to be com­
posed of baptized believers iu ChfJst. 

3 . .--That the visible church..Js the nggr~ate or whole number of gos­
pel chtftches, nnd ·thot t-he invisible church IS composed¢ the redeemed 
now in Hean•n. and such Clu·istia·ns on eart.h as n.re not attnched to the 
visible, according to gospelrule8. · · 

4. That the estnblishment of a ·ceJtltl'lll or Cntholicgovernmen t over 
the visible church, or nny pnrt t hereof, is a de\•ice of earthly ambition, 
repugnant to the word of Uod, sub,·er1>ive of the churches and dangerous 
to the liberties of men. · · 

5. Thnt the gospel churche.s ure the only ecclesinstical bodies Ol' 

tl'ibunals authorized by the Scriptures; thut each chw·ch has the unre­
stricted right to udministe1· its own gm·ernment without supervision or 
interference; being under C'hrist, esselntiully ·independent and absolute; 

· and that if this right be sur1•endru~d t,•:> n superintending jurisdiction, by 
delegation or otherwise , the n:ss~mbly then. ceuses to be a gospeJ.'church. 

6. That churches JDA.I, neverthelE!SS, wesuppose, meet by delegates 
from un nssocintion and declare the tenns upon which t,hey will keep up 
a friendJy correspond ent'e ; 'but had the 1·ights nuthol'ity of churches be­
ing inn]iennhle, ui·e in no "'~se COplpro;nised or hindered by entering into 
an association, and therefq:~·e n's5o~iutions huve no shudow·ot nuth01·ity 
over chw·ches or indiYidu;1l~, t11eir only· power being to transact bllSiness 
wl~ch does not pert<t~in to chm'<'\\e$ in their eccle:;ius ticul capacity, or 
promote mutual intercourse nnd a,.con,centJ·a~ion of \'Oluntar y effort, and 
to give that ndvice to cbuJ·ches ~:;Qich \)light, with equul nuthority, be 
given by any indiYidrunl. ~' - ~ 

7. That the authority of cj\J >I ies is designed for the perpetuatiou 
of the true religion of the ·gosp l'or t,he pr~senntion of a P.Ure and 
orderly body of Ohristians .on ... t'l:i•i~thnt i t is fully sufficient for the pw·­
poses intended , but that it do.m~~~xtend to the persons, property o1· 
consciences of men in nny ca~ - i).'te11er. ·. " 

8. Tbnt the only .requisite&, hl.1iu·ch me1i1bership nre fuith in Christ 
and obedience to the gospel ;>~iilifl.tm1th in Chdst necessarily exists in 
connection with the belief in·1Jie· 1fundilmeotnl truths of Christianity, 
and that to prescribe to any 9fhei ~qtltisite of churcb membership is an 
assumption of authority on tf1e part or the· chua·ch and n depart01·e from 
the plan of tlie gosJlel. · · · \ 

\J. Thut the officers of a cbuucb at•,e elders~und deacons; that elders 
are also call.ed bishops o1· J1astm:s; til11~t nll elders nre equal in rank, 
t.hough they may perform iffet·en~ . fumctions, since some may be t he 
bisl.!S)pS or pastor~ of particular churches, while others may be simply 
eldet·s having no pas&orul churge. · · / 

10. That the authority of the llllinister of the gospel extends to 
teaching exhortation nndrebuke, hut no further; that he cannot perfOTm 
any act which belongs to the authority of the chnrch, such us the recep­
tion of members into the chm·ch compa~ct, or ~he expulsion of offendeHj" 
that as n member of the churcn he is no more than any other member, 
and if he is guilty of transgression ,he i ~s to be brought to trial before his 
brethren and convicted or acquitt('d in the same lll'anner as if he were a 
private person; yet we think it prude1t1t u'nd proper to call in advisory 
help, especially if the minister is to be tried upon a charge of heresy. 

11. That Olll'istian baptism is t he immersion of a believer in water, 
in the ·name of the Father, nnd of the Slon, and or t he tioly Ghost. 

12. That the 'Lord's Supper and WtUJbing 6f the saint's feet is an 01'­
dinance to be obsel'Ved in the church till the Lord comes. 

j 
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18. That the elders and deacons must be set apart to their offices by 
ordination, or the imposition of the ru!lnds of the ~resbytery, and prayer. 
without which they are not authori~:ed to admmister the ordinances 
pertaining to their respective offices. 

14. No preaeher shall be ordained unless called to take charge of a 
church as pastor or for some other g01od and sufficient reason . 

DOCTRINAL. VIEWS • 
• 

1. We believe that the Holy Bib:te was written by men divinely in-
spired, and is a treasure of Heavenly instruction: that has a God for its 
author, salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture of error for 
Its matter; that it reveals the princi:ples by which God will judge us, 
and therefore that it shall 1-emain wi1~h us to the end of time, the true 
center of Christian union and the sop1reme standard t.o which all human 
conduct and opinions should conform .. -Rev. xiii, 14, John v, 89. 

2. That there is one true and living God , whol!e name is J eho\"ab , 
the Maker and Ruler of Heaven and earth , inexpressibly glorious in holi­
ness, worthy of all possible honor, contfidence and love, revealed in the 
personal distinction of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, equal in every di­
vine ].erfection, and executing disti1oct but harmonious offices in the 
great wor'k of redemption. Exod. vi, a; Ps. lmiii , 18. 

8. That man was created in a st~te of holiness onder the laws of 
his Maker, bot by voluntary transgreE>sion fell from tbQ.t holy and happy 
state, in consequence of which men are now sinners, not by constraint 
but by choice, being by nature utterly void of that holiness t-equired by 
the !aw of God, who1ly given to the gratification of tbe world, of satan 
and their own sinful passio11s, and therefore under just condemnation to 
eternal ruin, without defense or excuse.-Gen, i, 27; ii, 7; iii . 6, 19, 28. 

4. That the salvation of sinnet,:; is wholly of ~ace, through the 
mediatorial office of the Son of God, who took upon lum our nature, yet 
without sin, honored the law by his personal t>bedienc(>, and made atone­
ment for sin by his death, being risen from the dead, he is now enthroned 
in Heaven, and uniting in his wonderful person the tenderest smpathiea 
with divine perfection, is every way qualified to be a suitable, compas­
sionate and all-sufficient Saviour-Eph. ii, 5; v, 8; Rom. vii, 11 27. 

5. That the great gospel blessing which <. 'hrist of his fullness be­
stows on such as believe on him is jUJ:;tification; that justification con­
sists in the pardon of sin and promisE! of eternal life upon principles of 
righteousness; that it is bestowed, not in consideration of anything 
which we have done, but soiely throug:h his OVIrn righteousness and atone­
ment, and that it brings us into a state of most blessed peace and favor 
with God.-Rom. viii, 80; Ezek. xviii, 27, 28; John iii , 14, 15, 16 : Rom. 
viii, 17. 

6. That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the gos­
pel; that is theJ mmediate duty of all to 1-eceive tbem by cordial and 
obedient faith, and t.hat nothing prevEmts the salvation of the great sin­
ner upon earth but his own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord 
Jesus c hrist, which 1-efusal wiH subjec:t him to an aggt-egated condemna-
tion.-Mark xvi, 16; John xvii, ~; l sa. xiv , 22. · · 

7. That in order to be saved we must be regeneratt>d or born aga'in · 
that regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind; and 
is effected in a manner above our co1mprehension by the pewer of the 

. Holy Spirit producing voluntary obec:Hence to the gospel, and that its 
proper evidence is found in the holy fl:uits which we bring forth to God. 
John iii , 8, 6, 7, 8. Matt. iii, 8. 10 .. 

8. That election is the gracio•l8 purpose of God, according to which 
He regenerates, sanctifies and eaves 11inners; that bein~t perfectly con­
sistent with the free agency of man, i~; compre.hends all tbe means wi~h 
the end; that it is a most glorious diltplay of Hod's goodness,'being in­
finitely wise, holy, unchangeable; that; it utterly excludes bouting and 
promo~ humility, prayer, praise, tru1st in Go.d and a.ciive imitation of 
4ia free mercy; that jt encburages the use of mea.ne in the highest de-

l 
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14 D9CTRIN AL 'VIEWS. 

gree; that it is the foundation of Christiun assurance, and that to aacer­
t ain it with regard to ourst>lves dt>Jllands and deserves our utmost dili-
gence.-Eph .. i, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12. . 

9. That the p1:eser vmg attachment •of true belie\"ers to Christ is the 
grand work which distinguishes them from superficial professors; t hat a 
special providence watches over their welfare, and that they are kept by 
the power of God through Taitb unto salvation.-Eph i, 17. 18. • 

10. That the lllw of Gpd is th~ eterM.l, unchangeable rule of hisgov- _ 
ernmE'nt; that it is holy, just and_ good, a.nd that the inability which the 
Scriptures ascribe to fallen man , f3) fulfill its precepts arises .entirely 
from their love· of s in , to deliver them from wh1ch, and to restore them 
through trmediator, to unfeigned obedience to the holy law, is one de­
sign of the gospel, and of the mean's of grace connected ~th the estab­
Ushmentof t hevisiblechurch.-M.a.tt. v, 17,1Rl.Lukex, 18-20;xiv. 17. 

11. That the first day of the week is1 the LOrd's day, or Christian 
Sab,bath; that it should be kept saored to, religious purposes by abstain­
ing from nil s_ecular labor and recreation, by the direct observance of all 
the mt>ans of grace, both private and pulbhc, and by preparation from 
the rest which remains for the people of God.-Exod, xix, 8; Beb. iv, 9 ; 
Thes, i, 7; Ps. xvi, 9. 

12. That civil government is of divine appointment fm· the interest 
and good order of human society; that t·he m11gistrates ru.•e to be prayed 
f<»" conscientiously, honored and obeyed- in all things not contrary to the 
will of our Lord J esus Christ, who is the lord of the consciences and the 
prince of the ~ings of the earth .-Heb. xiii. 7; Acts xxiii 5; Tim. v, 17. 

lS. That 'there · is a J1ldical and essHntial difference between the 
righteous and the wicked ; filat such onl;f are justified by faith in the 
name of the Lord J esus, and sanctified by the Spirit of God, as are truly 
righteous in his esteem, whil.~ all .iluch as continue in impenitence and 
unbelief are, in his sight, wic~ed Q.rid uiid,er the curse, and this distinc­
tion holds among men both iri1and after d~eath.-Mntt. xxv, 45, ~; Mo.rk 
xvi, 16. · · · · 

lit. That the end of this world iaapproaching, when Christ will de­
scend from Heaven and raise the ~ fr01m their graves to final retribu­
tion; that a solemn separation wil~en tl'lke place, the righteous being 
adjudged to everlasti~g happine. the wicked to endless punieh­
me:nt · and this ~ud~ment ~ll fix . . er. the final state of man, in heaven 
or m hell on prmc1p.les of r1~hteo~s.;..-Johe v, 25; Matt. xxv, 81, 82, 
83, 84, 41, ~. · ... ~ 
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CHURCH STATISTICS. 
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! Q) C> .... .... .... .... ::s . .... 
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OIIUBOJBS oou~s DELEGATES PASTORS 'i ~ ] ~ '$ ... 
'C .s :a 'C 'C 

~ 1i . 
~ ~ Ill a ] ~ Q) Ill 

~ A ~ ~ ~ ~ iS Po% 
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roeoeot . ... ..... Taylor ...... . .. . . . . .. . . w. B. Posey, Monroe ~avis . . . ..... Z. T. Bone ........ 2 ...... 66 $1 u; 
:t : live ......... Tayior •. . •... .. .. . .... •••... .. .. W. A. Blair. . . . . . . . . . .... A. J. Parker ..... 18 1 1 8 1 75 258 
orinth ... . . ..... Marion . ... ..... . . .... J . T. Sheat, J . S. Sheat, J . Jordan .. .. ,J. H . J enkins .... 1 2 1 1 . .... . 49 200 
nion Grove ...... Randolph ........ • • •• • ••••• 0 • • ••••••••• •• • •• 0 •••• 0 0 •••••• •• 0. 0. Mart in ..... 2 2 ... 60 100 
ak Grove ....... Bibb . ...... . .... . . ... T. 0 . Hunnicutt, B. F. Drawhorn ... . A. J . Parker ...... 9 17 2 ... 1 ... 87 175 
lll'llt\1'1 s Ch~ pel. . T!-ylo!' • , , , , , , , ~ • . ) 'I' n a ttl a W T 'D~l.l"'"~"' Z. T. ~one .... . .. 4 2 ... 

1 

iO 185 • • • ••• • • • 4o ...,~••ot •t • Vo .I."VUl l lbV Ji o • • • o o • ... , ... ethel . .. ........ Macon ......•• ••. . I X X oOlamrf, X J. Klq, 1 1-loun. IX JtlDg A. J . Parker ...... 1 .. ... 128 800 
tinit y .. •.... • . . Taylor ... .. ..• •. . ....... J . B. Watson, B. B. Watson ... ... . • 0 ••••••••••••• 0 0 5 1 1 .. . ...... 34 250 
leaaant Hill ... .. Schley .. ......... . . . . . . . J . J . Brewer, J . W. Brewer .: ... . . A. J . Parker ..... • • 0 •• 0 . ..... 18 200 
rovidence .... . .. Muscogee ... . . . . . • .. .. J. M. Lockhart, J . M. Tomblin ...... J . H : J enkins .... 7 . .. 4 ... • 1 85 ~50 
lrlng B ill ...•..• Marion ... . ..... ... • ••••••• ••• • ••• •• • 0 • • ••••• ••••••••••••••• . . . .. . . . . . . ... . . . . ..... . ........ 
~lumbus ........ Muscogee ........ ....... J . N. Shira, W. S. Lockhart ....... J . H . Jenkins .... 1 2 2 8 2 97 50 
riendship ........ Sumter .. , ........ . .. . .. . . . . . . . . .. J . R . Haty ............. J. H . Dupree . . ... ... .. .... 45 185 
ooky Mount ..... Sumter .•• .. . . ..•. . ............ G: W . Bradford .. ... . . . : .... J. H . Dupree ..... .. .. . .. 1 20 . 
'aoedonia ....... Lee, Ala .......... .... ... ................... ... ....... ..... J . H. Jenkins .... 1 . . .. .. 11 75 
riendship ........ Russell, Ala ...... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 •• 0 0 0 •• 0 • 0 •• 0 • 0 ••••• 0 • ' •• T. P. Young ... ... . .. . ........ 
pion GrOve . .... Sumter ........... 0. 0 ••••••• •• •••• ooo •• 0. 00 • •• • ••• •• ••• • •• 0. • ••••••• o "lo ••••••• . ..... • ••• 00.0 0 

11tlooh ......... :. Sumter .. .. ...... • • •• ••••• 0 0 •• 0 •••••••••••• •• 0 •••••• • • ••••• . . . .. . . . . .. . . . ... • 0 ••••••• 
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