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MINUTES

The Sixty-fifth annual session of the Cuarranoocnee UNrTep
FREEWILL BaPrist Assocration convened with  Bethel
church, Macon county, Ga., commencing on Thursday night
before the third Sunday in October, 1900.

The Introductory Sermon was preached Friday at 10 o'clogk
A. M., by Rev. L. M. Skelton, from Hebrews 13th chapter and
Ist verse, followed by Rev. A. J. Parker.

After an intermission of two hours for refreshments, the body
was called to order by the forimer Moderator, J. R. Brown. The
former Clerk was in his seat. A frer singing No. 240 in Revival

', -Ne: 3, prayer was led by Rev. C. C. Martin.
; ; The first business was an invitation to visiting brethren to
seats with us in the body.

The next business in order was a call for corresponding let-
ters. Letters received from thirteen churches.

By motion of the bodyv Breth. A. J. Parker and L. M. Skel-
ton were appointed to read the letters, which duiy '
formed, and the names of delegates enrolled.

The body then permanently organized by electing J. R.

Brown, Moderator and W. D. Gill, Clerk.
: A call was made for petitionary letters, and received one
i from Liberty Chapel church, Bibb county, Gua., and the dele-
' = gate H. C. Brown and W. H. Holmes were given the right
' lﬁand of fellowship.

th vy per-

w Called for Corresponding Messengers and receceived Bro. G.

¥ C. Martin, of the Martin Association. of Georgia; Breth. W. C.
> Jones and C. H. Hoobs, of the Georgia Union Association, and
: Bro. J. T. Eubanks, of the State Line Association of Alabatha

| and Florida,

i The following committees were then appointed : ;
. On Preaching—W. G. McGlamery and Green Massey from

the church, and R. A. Fuller, G. W. Matthews and R. D. Mitch-
: ¢ll from the body. \ <
£, On State of the Churches and Character of the Ministry—8.
o F. Drawhorn, J. T. Sheats, W. H. Jones, W, T. MecBride and,

r A. A. Watson.

On Finance—A. J. Parker, J. L. Avirett and D. Joirer.

' On Obituaries and Deceased Ministers—L. L. Skelton, A. J.

- 80 Parker and J. M. King. ,
On Literature—T. C. Hunnicutt, D. Joiner, A. J. Parker.
s The Circular Letter read by Rev. L. M. Skelton was ordered
printed in the minutes of this session.

/
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By motion, thé body sdjcurned until Saturday morning at
S o'clock. atter singing and prayer by Rev. .J, M. King.

Friday vight the stand was occupied by Rev. T. C. Newberry
followed by Rev. J. J. Jones.

SECOND DAY'3 SESSION.

Saturday at eight o'cloek a. M., the body met pursuant. to
adjournment. Siuging and prayer by Rév. D. Joiner.

Appointed Corresponding Messenger t9 our Sister Associa-
tions as follows : - P

T'o the Georgia Union—T. C. Hunnicutt, D, Joiner,
To the State Line of Alabama and Florida—Rev. J. J. Bragg.

To the Martin—Breth. L. M. Skelton and J. L. Avirett.

To the Liberty of Georgis-—Rev. A. J. Parker.

By motion it was ordered that this Association correspond
with the Ogeechee Middle Georgia and Salen. of Florida, Asso-
ciations by sendivg them minutes.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Next, reports of committees were called for and received as
follows : = .
On Preaching.

We, your commitiee $n preaching, beg leave to submit the following
report : ’ .
Friday night at 7 o’clécl—Rev. T: C. Newberry to preach, J. J. Jones to
fuilow. ; & =
Saturday, 9 a. m —Rev. J. H. Dapree to preach, W. B. Posey to follow.
Saturday, 11 &, m.—Rev.. GLT. Martin to preach, W. C. Jones 1o follow.
Sawurday, 2 p. m.—Rev LA Skelton™to preach, J. M. King to follow.
Saturday, 7 p. m.—Rev, i Parker to preach, M. L, King 1o follow.
Sunday, 9 a. m.—Rev. T & Hunnicutt 1o preach, J. L. Avirett to follow,
Sunday, 11 a. m.—Rev, . % d@imer to preach, C, C. Martin to follow,
Sunday, 2 p. m.—Rev. J5R Brown to preach, J. J. Bragg to follow.
Sunday, 7 p. m.—]. ]J. jl';gi_'lzirench, B. O. Brown to lullow.

For various reasons
was uot carried out.

Teport of committee on preaching

Ou Obitnaries and Deceased Ministers.

We, your committe on obituaries, beg leave to make the following report:
We {ind that since we last met, in the providence of God several of our
brethren and sisters have passed away, and’ we recommend that the pas-
ylors.ol the churches write the obitudries and hand to the Clerk for pulhli-
~cation in the mingites. . L. M. SgevLroN, Chairmad.

On Finance.

We, your committee on finance, beg leave to report as follows: Received
trom the churches for Associational purposes $28.11. . A, |, PARKER, Ch.
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Treasurer’s Report fur 1899,

Received of finance committee........,. AT $22 63
Paid for printing minutes......... T e, $14 65
A o s DL A L i s ot e 7 44
IR IO PO o3 smmcnivams s e R R 56
Total amount paid et T Y $22 65—%22 63

W. D. Girr, Treasurer,

. *On Literature.

We, your committee on literature, beg leave to submit the following
report:  Believing it 10 be just and right 10 patronize cur own institutions,
we recommend that our people liberally patronize and subseribe for the
Freewill Baptist Paper published iy Deyton, N. C.  We aiso reconnmend
that our Sunday Schools use Freewill Baptist literature—qhe Morning Star
Literature we tecommend for all of gur Sunday Schaols, We also recom-
mend the Fresw;] Baptist Hymn Book, published at Pikeville, N. C. Price
50¢ per single copy, $5 per dozen, D. JoiNer, Chairman

On motion Bro. W, D. Gill was elected Treasurer,
After singing and prayer by Rev. L. M. 3kelton, the body
adjourned for preaching uuntil 2 o'clock p. .

AFTERNOON SESSION.
The session was opened by singing and prayer by Rev. J. [,
Avirett. ‘
On motion the report of committee on State of the Churches
and Character of the Ministrv was deferred, and made a stand-

-

ing committee to report at the next session of the body.
— MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS.

" Next the miscellanequs business was called and the follow-

ing business disposed of :

The sum of 87.25 was made up to defray the expenses of
Breth. J. J. Bragg, A. J. Parker and L. M. Skelton as corres-
pondents.

Agreed that this body meet with Oak Grove Church, Bibh
county, Ga.. com mencing on Thursday night before the Third
Sunday in October, 1901. Con veyances will meet delegates at
Eachoconnee, on the Central R. R., and at Skipperton, on the
M. and B. R. R.. on Thursday. The Introductory Sermon
will be preached by Rev. A, J. Parker, Friday at 10 o’clock a.
m., D. Joiner. alternate.

conducting the business of Union meetings as read by the Clerk .

Ordered, that the Clerk be paid $8 for his services, and that
he have 500 copies of the Minutes published.
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On motion it wasagreed to have “Articles of Faith” added to
the Doctiinal Views,
A resolution of thanks to the church and community for the
kind entertainment given us during sojourn with them was

unanimously adopted.
On motion the Association adjourned to meet with Oak

Grove church twelve mouths hence. Singing and prayer led

by Rev. J. H. Dupree. \
J. R. Brown, Moderator.
_ W.D. Gur, Clerk. =

-

Order of Preaching.

Saturday at g a. m.—The stand was occupied by Rev. J. H, Dupree, who
preached from St. John 3:14, followed by Rev. W. B. Posey.

Saturday at 11 a. m.—The stand was occupied by Rev. C. C. Martin, who
preached from the first book of Psalms, followed by Rev. W. C. Jones.

Saturday at 2 p. m.—The stand was occupied by Rev. L. M. Skelton, fol-
lowed by Rev. J. M. King.

Saturday at 7 p. m,—The stand was occupied by Rev. A, J. Parker, who
preached from St. Luke 16:25, followed by Rev, C. C. Martin.

Sunday at 11 a..m,—The stand was occupied by Rev. D. Joiner, who
preached fram Corinthians 15:22, followed by Rev. T. C. Martin.

Sunday at 3 p. m.—The stand was occupied by Rev. J. L. Avirett.

Sunday at 7 p. m.5-The stand was occupied by Rev. C. C. Martin, follow-
. ed by Rev. W. C. Jones. ;

"~ Union Meetings.

Tue FirsT DIsTRICT meets with Pleasant Hill church, Schley county, Ga.,
commencing Friday night before the Fourth Sunday in July, 1901, Con-
veyances will meet correspondents at Ellaville on Friday,

THE Seconn DisTRICT méegts with Providence church, Muscogee county,
Ga,, commencing on Friday might before the Third Sunday in july, 1901.
Copveyances will meet co ondents at Columbus on Friday.

Organization m‘i‘ ‘Order of Business of Union Meetings.

Body called to order by"ijﬁ.l‘qﬁr ormer Moderator. Business shall be con-
ducged as follows: ;

1. Organize by prayer and calling for reading of church letters.

2. Elect Moderator and Clerk, b &

3. Appoint committee on Preaching to report at close of each service,

4. Appoint committee on Recommendations.

5. Appoint committee to churches and ministers out of order to report at

next session. : ,

Order of Buosiness. !
1. Call chukch delegates, report their condition.
2. Call for report of Ministers having pastoral charges. '
3. Call for resolutions, '
4. Call for report of Recommendations to Association.
5. Call for reading and adopting Minutes. ==
6. Call for final report committee on Preaching.
7. Call for adjournment,
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Ministerial Roll.

i BT vouiasinusssos Prlanisis
Yuung_,,..................... in

o RO v risisinaveiioonos s iiinsss
l‘osey LT O DU L W

W. G Daffell....ccovonarmesnsosiooisa
W. J; ExeEny .. cerissee

W, A, Hooks..

i« B Dupree-........ic... Aessesuanaanans

..................................... Tropie, Ga.

1 T TR e

p A . S VRO S
L. T.Boue....cco.os

.. Japanese, Ga.,
«..Columbus, Gu.
... Pottersville, Ga.
resenasaanersge mavesarssseasnaOLIREEVIMIE,  Gar.
li T T R e N P e S et S I e S

....Butler, G..
...Saville, Ala.

...Skipperton, Ga.

..Phenix, Alsa.

......... Tropie, Ga.
Pottersville, Ga

........................................ Americus, Ga.

.. Butler, Ga.

1 Bt kley s wrisiinmissianianisiiiaesiai iavesin s s s finads Cottondale, (.:1.

J. M. King.....

L. M. Skelton....cceuses. -

D. Joiner.......

R R,

J. L., Aviretta......

< sl | CTT T I e R,

\V. B. Posey....

M. L. King...... .

T. J. Lee...
J. Long ....

W. N. C:I.ﬂ'-(ﬂ -...-." L

RIS BrOWN.: . ocriviisvinin

Lieenfiates.

A, NewWDerry.. coveesasinuiiacanis

B 0. BroWh.cresararss

| m——

Churches

New Prospect....... ....

Mt. Olive..........

—_—

Clerks

...... A, B. PoseY.iisiesacisionniisvss
30.G. W Mathews . eoriave zsersssss

Rocky \mum.....::f'.'.'...'.':'.....G W. Bradtord ..

Trinity...

Corinth...

Pleasant Ihll ............ _]' W. Brewer..

..W. D, Gill...
...G, W, Pool..

...Garden Vallev, Ga.

. Howard, Ga.
...Cu!umbus, Ge.

: m:::(jardtn Valley, Gu.

Turner's ("h‘\pel .......... vossssusss J T. T AR
sevia b o, JODBEA: s ivss iasazus ibteses Smithville, Ga.

Friendship...

08K GIOVE....cr rersrserererns sesmes]o T HArdy.sersresns
veees W. G. McGlamery... ..
AT | 1y Fowler.......

P TP
New Life..cciiiicinnsch
~ Spring Hill.........
Providence......c.cccuues
Libel’t)‘ ;—:Idpc}- esamsssssas &

Macedonia.....

sessmsan

weeess Andalusia, Ga.

...5kipperton, Ga.
..Reynolds, Ga.

... Oglethorpe, Ga.
... Skipperton, Ga.

... Yale, Ala.

wess. .Columbus, Ga,

..Dawson, Ga,
.Macon, Ga.

e ...b’kiqperton. Ga.

... Hutson, Ga.

Post Offices

....Reynolds, Ga.
.Pottersville, Ga,

vesesssesesess Americus, Ga.
.eeee Stewart's Mill, Ga.
............................. Royal, Ga.

.. ..Buena Vista, Ga.

..Butler, Ga.

..Macon, Ga.

Gardcn Valley, Ga.

..Rabbit, Ga,

- G. D. Perry wcuueveen. °.'.'.'.°.'. ....... -.Blueville, Ga.

J. M, Tomblin ., ,.ocevssssarrasensoes
od s Wi BIDEOROR saveasisiss soosnansciig Macon, Ga,
sesssansesssinssenasisrn e AR iavevsurnpennpsinrasssorens
COMIMBNE siviisssivsisisiiissasssvion J. N. shira

..Colurbhos, Ga,

...Yale, Ala,”

.......................... Columbus, Ga,

Friendship (Ala.)u.veeees vovnees Jas. McLemore.......... serieducdanivein Phenix, Ala.

Union Grove (Sumter)........u J.
Union Grove (Randolph)

R. Duck®orth............. Sl Americus, Ga,
........ H. Knight ........ccenvt wavveneee.Shellman, Ga,
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Corresponding Letter to Sister Associations.
Chaltahorclce United Fiee WAllBaptist Association to Her Sister Association -
— Tl whom she Corresponds —sendeth Greetin Fin

Dear BrETHREN—Thiough the kind providence of Ged we have met in
another association.  Our session has been one of peace and harmony, and
brotherly love seems 10 exist in every busom. Such a Pentacostal shower of
God's love spread-over us that, it will leave a lasting impression on those
who were present.  May the grace of God and the unity of the Spint ever

vest and abide with you all, is vur prayer, W. D. Gur, Clerk.

¥ .

OBITUARIES,

Dro. B. R. Giil-wus born June 29, 1812, and was married to Miss Frankic
Etheridge oh June 13, 1833, He aied July 29, 1900. Bro. Gill joined the
United Free Will Baptist church at Corinth, several years ago, and lived
above reproach ever singe, He has passed to his eternal reward. During
his long period of helpléssness he was tenderly cared for by his children
and grandchildren.  Far ell, father, we loved thee; tarewell, grandfather,
we miss thee; but we hope ta jheet sthee where we can be eternally with
thee. R Rev, L. M. SkeLTON,

- T
Bro, J. T. Sheats was borp April 2, 1870, and was happily married to
Miss Lula Jordan on February %51894. He joined the United Free Will
Baptist church at Corinth in Jalg@and was baptized by Rev. J. H. Cobb in
1895. e lived a consistent. er of that church until his death, which
occurred on March 22, 1900. - <sheats leaves £ mourn his loss an aged
father, three brothers and a lovin Sister, besides a fond wife and two sweet
little children, -1le ]iugcrcd.-_eiv;}' ng- tme with -typhoid fever, but bore his
sufferings meekly and withoutsmurmer: and in'my visits to him he expressed
himsell satistied 1o “die if it Avas 50d’s will. yet desired 1o remain, if it
could be Iis will, with his; wife'and little ones, for ‘their benefit. When
the last sad hour came, he called all his relatives to the bedside and bade
his father an afiectionate farewell, then one by one his brothers and sister.
and then the wife of his bosom. Then he: called for his two babes, and
they were taken to him and each received a faréwell kiss, and in a few mo-
ments he breathed his last and went home to.meet his sainted mother.

What are those here 10 court my stay, °

\ To keep me from mother and home;

= She, with the angels, is beckoning me home,

Ahd is saying, Weary one, come. >

Then farewell, father, brothers, sister, wife, children, all—-

I must obey my honored, blessed Saviour’s call,

There meet me, loved ones, one and all, —r

Then, papa, it will not be long

Till you with T and mama can join in that eternal song

Sung by the blessed ones so long.

Rev. L. M. SkeLToN, Pastor.

Departed this life May 16, 1900, Bro, G. W. Spurhing. Bro. Spurling
was a member of Providence church, Muscogee county, Georgia, and died -
as he had lived—trusting in the saving power of God. Fuiceweli, Bro,
Spurling, till we meet on the other side, which will not be long,
‘ . REv, D. Joiner, Pastor.
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Dister Tabitha Welsh was horn in 1803, being 97 years of dge av her
leata.  She united with Corinth chureh when young woman, and afyer
vard hecame a member of Spring Hill United Free Wil Baptist church,
and lived a consistent member uniil the day of her death, which touk place
on June 3a, 1900,

A mother in the Lord has fallen'  Then sleep on, mother, (il Jesus comes
and says, 1 Sy unto you, Tabitha. arise and ascend with me beyond the
skies, lur 1.‘1-».1‘. hast well done on earth: enter thoy into the joy of thy Lord,

Rev. D, Joiser, Pastor.,
st

Sister Polly Elkins wds horn in July, 1816, and joined the United Free
Wwill Baptist church ap Tabernacle "in 1851, .and lived A consistent memher
of the same until the day of her death, which oceurred Octoher 7, 1900,

Sister, rest from toil and sorrow,
Death is over and life is won:
Upon tay slumber dawns no morrow:
Rest, thine earthly race is run,
Salely rest with Christ forever,
In His mighty, bound]ess luve:;
From 1lam never more Lo SeVer—
Soan we'll be with thee above.
Rev. L. M, SKELTON, Pastor.

e CIRCULAR LETTER.

—_—

Eternal Punishment.

Dear BRETHREN—There are doctrines of heresy being put forth iy our
Association by some who subscribe (or did) to the Free Wijl Baptist faith.
Therefore, T have seen fit to take this for my subject.  If (he word of God
<id not plainly teach the doctrine of eternal punishment we woyld have no
disposition to insist upon it., These shall Lo away into everlasting punish.
ment; but the righteous into everlasting life—May. 235:46.

There seems no ground for rational doebt thay the punishment of (he
wicked will continue as Jdong as the happiness of the righteous; for iden,.
cally the came term in Tlebrew (aionion) is everlastingly used 1o describe
e duration of the pumishment of the wicked and the joy of ‘he life of the
fighteous,

The beast and the false prophet (who were men) were cast into a lake of
fire (Rev, 19:19), and at the end of time Satan was cast into the same lake,
where he and they—that is, Satan, or the beast and false prophet—shall be
bunished day and night forever and ever (Rev. 20:10), or into the acons of
the aeons, or into the ages of the ages—which serves to indicate endless
punishment,

The Greek verd <tshall be puunished,” is clear]{ seen to be plural, There.
fore, the beast, or the antichrist, and the false prophet. who had already
suffered a thousand years, or for all time in the past, will, alter the close of
time, be punished continually—so long as the righteous wil] rejoice in
gléry. Now, if Satan, the beast and the false prophet are capable of suf-
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vering forever and ever, who can certainly say that all others who are cast
1130 the sawe lake may not sufler forever and ever?
\\'heh-lhe Scripture is rightly understood it gives no countenance to the
saetrine of "lI‘II'I‘l]'ItI.llIFl'I, nor of universal salvation. nor of a probationary
state lieyond the grave. These doctrines sérve, when taught, greatly to
Fepreciate the vaiue of a human being and to underestimate the danger of
the soul, and 1o jead to the neglect of the gospel of Christ, Let those who
¢eniré to stand on the whole Ward of Gud be careful not 10 weaken on the
dugtrine of eternal punishmesd, but let us do all we can to save people from
<tatmal ruin,  Let us who proress to be able to teach others be careful how
we teach, Jest we be t:'l'~l1n'3\'§;"{ahrﬂclves, and our eonstant praver he—
Oh, Dlessed © “hrist, Jive Thou within my soul,
And make me thus, ty Lord, completely whule,

Till «eli has heen:. mmuiled and 1 am free.
Possessing hcm.e a new identity,

Thy perfection I o intensely cravé,
Thy nature’s holiness 1 fain would have,
Nor will I ever. Lord, contented be
Till T am fully, always one with Thee.

Thy full indwelling presence freely give
And in Thysell help me O, Christ, 1o live:
Let nothing thy fullllife prevent in me,
+Or me from being all Thou'st have me be.

I would be Thine, regardless of all cost,
- All earthly things I now regard as lost;
Thy fiery fnrnace, iet it melt away
All .11idtliensdross',' till naught of- self shall stay.

Thy mind, Thy nature and Thy holiness

1 fain wouldhav € Wigh these, my Lord, me hless;
And when, cnm tely, I am made like Thee,

A uscful |mlrumcm I rh(.n may be.

Then, blessed Lhrls{. let rivers from me flow
Of lwmg ualers, 'n,lych tis llfe to know:

Rev. L. M. SKELTON.




CONSTITUTION

OF THE

Chattahoochee United Freewill Baptist Association.

Resolved, That we form an Association upon the principles laid down in
the Holy Scriptures, to wit:_ Associations appear from Scripture and eccle-
siastical history to have been originally formed. not from any positive in-
junction either from Chnst or his apostles, but from mere expediency for
the purpo-e of concentrating the efforts of individual churches and bringing
them to bear with greater energy upon the subjects designed to be accom-
plished by those churches. They were zlso considered as advisory countil
and resorted to as such, but never claimed any right of lording it over
God’s heritage, nor was their advice considered binding on the churches.
In a word, associations were wholly dependent on churches and churches
were not dependent upon associations, and notwithstanding the power
arrogated ro themselves by some modern Baptist associations, we view them
as being nowhere precedented by the primitive usages ol any self-created
bodies. ;

We. the delegates from our respective churches, being authorized by
said churches, do agree to form ourselves into an Association, to be known
by the name of the Chattahoochee United Freewill Baptist Association, and
we promise not to withdraw ourselves from this Association without first
stating our reasons to the body for such intended withdrawal,

It is proposed by the Association, first, to promote revivals of religion by
camp and protracied meetings. Secondly, to 1ake an active part in Home
Missions. It is not intended by this Association to discuss queries. It is
not the design of this Association to interfere in any way with the independ-
ence of churches composing it. 1t is not intended to establish creeds, rules
of discipline or to make any law whatever to bind the churches, but io

leaye each church to regulate its own affairs,
" We, as an Association, take the Old and New Testaments as our conles-
sion of faith as relates to the independency.

We believe that a duly organized church consists of a congregation of
saints baptized upon a creditable profession of faith in Christ. Ckhrist is
the only Christian lawgiver and supreme head of the churches and the word
of God the only infallible rule of faith and practice. Every man has an
inalienable right to private judgment’in concerns of religion and an equal
right to cipress Lis «:pinicn in any way which will not violate the laws of
God or the right of his fellow man,

A chursh has a right to adopt such measures only as are in accordance
with the Word of God, and such are deemed necessary to carry into effect
the great system of practice.

The church is the highest ecclesiastical tribunal on earth from whose
decision there is no appeal,
~ This constitution may be altered or amended at any meeting of the Asso-
ciation by two-thirds of the body.

Read and adopted the above as the Constitution of the Chattahoochee
United Freewill Baptist Association.
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CHURCH DECORUM.

{

1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last reguar confer-
ence in associational year; or, if they prefer it, may choose a pastor for an
indefinite length of tiine, to continue Irom year 10 year, so long as they
may deem it proper 1o keep up the connection,

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at any other
time; but i1 the choice be made at a special conference, the time must be
appointed at a monihly meeting of the church. .

3. The pastor shall be Moderator of the chureh. but when he is absent
or does not sit as !\Iodemté{;j‘lmiﬁg present, some suitable brother shall be
appointed to sit in his place. =
— 4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church, whose duty i1
shall be to superintend the coillection and dishursement of the contributions
made by the church for th'é_]msmr. etc., and to distribute the bread and
wine in the administration of the Lord’s Supper.

5. The deacons shall take mnotice of such members as refluse or neglect
to partake of the Lord’s Supper, and endeavor to ascertain the cause that
the same may be laid before the church in confeience, il necessary.

6. Some.suitable member shall be appointed clerk, and it shall be his
duty to do all the recording and other writing pertaining to the business of
the church, and 10 preserve a file of the minutes of the Association.

7. When a new clerk is appointed, all the books, minutes, etc., belong-
ing to the clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by his predecessor.

8. When the church deems it necessary, a committee of not less than
three male members. we!l acquainted with business, shall be appointed,
whose duty it shall be 1o give advice to brethren who apply to them rela-
tive to cases of dealihg, etc., with the church.

9. The church shall hold a two days’ meeting monthly, embracing Sat-
urday and the Lord’s day following, the first of which shall be the regular
time of conference. = ¢/ Py :

10. Tt shall be the duty of every member, male and female, to attend
each conference meeting if :they can; for on that day the pastor is expected
to instruct the church in a special manner by giving plain and pointed les-
Sons on doctrine, discipline andd the rules of holy living.

11, Any male member whshall fail 40 attend three successive conferen-

ces, and any member what€yer who may be generally remiss in attending ~
the meetings of the churchZgtording to the covenant, (Article 10) shall be
cited to appear in conferencd nd answer for his neglect, but the church
may exempt members from: fule il necessary.
. 12. Conference shall he-opéned and conducted as follows: 1. Prayer
(unless divine services have just been concluded, and generally then). 2
Invite visiting brotheis fo seats.. 3. Open the doors for the reception of
members 4. Call for absentees.” 5 For acknowledgements. 6. For rel-
erence or deferred business. 7. TFor matters of dealing which are in order
to come helore the church. 8. For miscellaneous business.

13. Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister churches, shall be
allowed to speak and make motions or secontls, but not allowed to vote.

14. An orderly member of the Baptist church who does not hold this
church in fellowship, may be received into the church without a letter,
when it is made apparent that his Christiau character is unimpeachable, and
that he has applied for a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to
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join this or some other sister church. All cther persons must join by Jetter
or baptism,

. 15. No member shall be received without the unanimous consent of the
members present, but unreasonable aobjections shall not be vaiid/ and unless
withdrawn, the member who makes them shall be liable 1w be taken uilder
dealing by the church.

16. \When the Moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall intorm the
church what male members have been absent from three successive confer-
ances, and the Moderator shall appoint some brother or brethren to cite
each of them 1o the next conierence.

17. No member shall e expeiled unless he has been cited verbally or

in writing to attend his trial; provided his residence be known to the’

church.
18. When witness, not a member of the church, is introduced. he shall

not be examined 1till the question Las been put 1o the church: Will you®

hear the testimony of this witness?

19 The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledgement shall be
minuted in the chuech book.

20. Members dismissed from this church by letter, who become disor-
derly, or continue to hold their letters without a good reason, shall be cited
to the conference to answer for their conduct.

21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on their petition, if
their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that they have sin-
cerely repented ol their former evil. .

22. A vote shall not be taken upon any question without a move and a
second, and in all important questions the vote shail be taken by rising 10
the feet.

23. No motion shall be made while a move and second is before the
conlerence.

24. It shall be considered disorderly for any member to absent himsell
from conference when an wmportant question is to be decided; but a mem-
ber, upon his request, may be exempted Irom voting on either side in pecu-
liar cases,

25. No member shall leave the house during conflerence without a suffi-
cient cause, nor engage in conversation ar whispering without being sub-
jected to be called to order by the Moderator. .

26. All discussions in conference must be conducted with calmness and
good feeling; those who speak must rise to their feet and address the Mod-
erator, and keep to the point in the debate.

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same motion with-,
oct permission from the Moderator, nor shall the remarks of anyone be
puteasonably long.

28. When the Moderator speaks in debate he must nominate some
Lrother Moderator in his stead,

29. No one shali be interrupted while speaking, unless it is necessary to
<all him to order.

30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the administration of*

the Lord’s Supper at least four times a year, and the expenses are 10 be
paid by the church.

31. Members not in good standing shall not commune, but the adminis-
tration shall not be deferred on account of any ordinary matter of dealing.

32. Feet washing shall be attended to as the church sees proper,

33. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on proper
occasions,

34. The Decorum may be amended or altered by the vote of two-thirds
o1 the members present at any two successive monthly conferences,

- \ | o
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES.

1. We believe that a gospel.church, or a church of Christ, is a congre-
yation of Christirns, constitute:d and governed according to the rules Jaid
down in the New Tesiament.

2. That these rules require churches to preserve the form of government
wud the ordinances of the first Christian churches and to be composed ol
Laptized believers in Christ. :

3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number of gospel
«hurches, and that the invisibie church is composed of the redeemed now
14, Heaven, and such Christians on earth as are not attached to the visible
according to gospel rules,

4. That the establishment of a central or Catholic government over the
visible church, or any part thereof, is a devise of earthly ambition, repug-
utnt to the word of God, subversive of the churches and dangerous to the
Iiberties of men, y

5. That the gospel ‘churches are the only ecclssiastical bodies or tribu-
nals authorized by the Scriptures; that each church has the unrestricted
1ight 1o administer its own government without supervision or interlerence:
vetng under Christ essentially independent and absolute: and that it this
right be surrendeved 1o a superintending jurisdiction, by delegation or
otherwise, the assembly theniggases 1o be a gospel church. ;

6. That churches may, ritheless, we suppose, meet by delegaies form
a4 association and declargstlig. terms upon which they “will keep up a
titendly correspondence; buzhat the rights and authority of churches being
malienable, are in no wise € apromised or hindered by entering into au
association, and therefore jasseeiations have mo shadow of authority over
churcies or individuals, theironly power being to transact business which
dnes mot pertain o churches ‘in their ecclesiastical capacity, or promote
nutual intercourse and a conicentration of voluntary efiort, and to give thar
vivice to churches which might; with equal authority, be given by any
individual. : "

7- That the authority of church is designed for the perpetuation of the
trae religion of the gospel, and the preservation of a pure and orderly body
i Christians on earth; that itis fully sufficient for the purposes intended,
it that it does not extend to the persons, property or consciences of men
i any case whatever. : - \

, 8 That the only requisites tn church membership are faith in Clirist
v obedience *‘i:, the gospel ; that faith in Christ necessarily exists in the
cennection with helief in the fundamental truths of Christianity, and that
tr prescribe toany other requisite of church membership is an assumption of
zuthority on the part of the church and a departure from the plan of-the

b oriapel,

9. That the officers of a church are elders and deacons; that elders are
4. called bishops or pastors: that all elders are equal in rank, though
they perform difierent functions, since some may be_the bishops or pastors
vl particular churches, while others may be simply elders having no pas-
t-ral charge. .

10. That the authority of the minister of the gospel extends to teaching,
«xPortation .and rebuke, but no further: that he cannot perform any act
witich belongs to the anthority ef the church, such as the reception of
nadmbers into the church compact, or the expulsion of offenders, that as a
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member of the church he is no more than any other member, and if he is
guilty of transgression he is 10 be brought to trial before his brethren and
convieted or acquitted in the same manner as if he were a private person;
vet we think 1t prudent and proper 1o call in advisory hely, especially if the
minister is to be tried upon heresy

11, That Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water, in
the name of the Fatker, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

12. That the Lord’s Supper and washing of the saiut’s feet is an ordi-
nance to be observed in the Church till the Lord comes

13. That the elders and deacons must be set apart to their offices by

ordination, or the imposition of the bands of the presbytery, and prayer’

without which they are not authorized to administer the ordinances per-
taining to their respectine offices.

14 No preacher shall be ordained unless called to take charge of a
church as pastor or for some other good and sufficient reason.

ARTICLES OF FAITH AND DOCTRINAL VIEWS.

1. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired
and is a treasure of Heavenly insiruction; that has a God for its author,
salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture of error for its matter;

that it reveals the principles by which God will judge us, and therefore,.

that it shall remain with us to the end of i1ime, the true center ol Christian

union and the supreme standard to which all human conduct and opinions-

should conform.—Rev. xiii. 14, Jchn v. 30.

2. That there is one true and living God, whose name is Jehovah, the
Maker and Ruler of Heaven and earth, inexpressably glorious in noliness,
wotthy of all possible honor, confidence and love, revealed in the personal
distinction of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perlection
and executing dlsuml but harmonious offices in the great work ot redemp-
tion.—Exod. vi. 3; Ps. Ixxxiii. 18,

3. That man \\a» created in a state of holiness under the laws of his
Maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy and happy state,
in consequence of which men are now sinners, not by coustraint but, by
choice, being by nature utterly void of that holiness required by the law
of God, wholly given to the gratification of the world, of Satan and their
own sinful passions, and therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin,
without defense or excuse.—Gen, i. 27; ii. 7; iii. 6, 19, 23.

4. That the salvatiowof sinners is wholly of grace, through the mediato-
risel office of the Son of God, who took upon him our nature; yet without
sin, honored the law by his personal obedience, and made atonement for
sin by his death, being risen from the dead, he is now entroned in Heaven
and uniting mn his wonderiul person the tender sympathies with di~ine per-
fection, is every way qualified to be a suitable, compassionat= »nd !l-suffi-
cient Saviour.—Eph. 1i. 5; v. 8; Rom. vii. 11, 27.

5. That the great gospel blessings which Christ of his fullness oestows
ou such as believe on nim is justification; that justification consi :in the
pardon of sin and promise of eternal life upon principles of righteousness;
that it is bestowed, not in consideration of anything which we have done,
but solely through his own righteousness and atonement and that it brings
us into a state of most blessed peace and favor with God.—Ram. vifi. 30;
Ezek. xviii. 27, 28; John iii. 14, 15. 16; Rom. wili. 17,

6. That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the gospel;
that it is the immediate duty of all to receive them by cordial “and obedient
faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner upgn
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earth, but his own /voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ,
which refusal will subject him 1o an aggregated condemnaution.—Mark xvi,
16: John xvii. 20; Isa. xiv. 22,

7- That in order to be saved we must be regenerated, or born again;
that regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind; and is
eifected in a manner above our comprehension by the power of the IHoly
spirit producing voluntary obedience to the gospel, and that its proper
evidence is tound 1n_ the holy Iruits which we bring 1orth to God.—John i,
3+ 5. 7, 8 Marr. iii. §; 10, : !

8. That election jis the gracious purpose of God, according to which-he
regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners; that being perfectly consistent with
the free agency of man, it comprehends all the means with the end; that it
15 a most glorious display of ‘God’s goodness, being infinutely wise, holy,
unchangeable; that it utterly excludes boasting and promotes humility,
prayer, praise, trust in God and active imitation of his ree mercy; that it
encourages the use of meanstin the highest degree; that it is the foundation
ot Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard to ourselves de-
mands and deserves our utmost diligence.—Eph. i. 5, 6. 7, 8, 9, 10, 12,

9. That the preserving attachment of true believers to Christ is the
grand work which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that a
special providence watches over their welfare, and that they are kept by
the power of God through faith wnto salvation.—Eph. 17, 18. ’

10, That the law of God is the eternal, unchangable rule of his gov-
ernment; that it is holy, just and good, and that the inability which the
Scriptures ascribe to fallen man to fulfill its precepts arises entirely rom
their love of sin, to deliver thém from which, and to restore them through
a mediator, to unfeigned obedience to the holy law, is one design of the
gospel, and of the mgans of grace connected with the establishment of the
visible church.—Martt) v. 17, 18; Luke x. 13-20; xiv. 17.

11. That the fiest day in the week is the Lord’s day, or Christian Sab-
hath; that ir should bedkept sacred to religious purposes by abstaining from
ail secular labor and recreafion, by the direct observance of all the means of
grace, both private and public, and by preparation lor the rest which
remairs for the people of God.—Exnd. xix. §; Heb. iv. 9; Thes i. 7; Ps.
avi. 9. _

12. That civil governmentis of divine appointment for the interest and

raod order o human societggithat the magistrates are to be prayed for
~wnscien*iously, honored an@d@béyed in all things not contrary to the will
ot our Lord Jesus Christ, whoas the lord of our consciences and the prince
of the kings of the earth.—=Hgby xiii. 7; Acts xxiii. 5; Tim, v, 17.
13. That there is a ?i"f?- ind essential difference between the right-
eous and wicked; that such ©nlg-are justified by faith in the name of the
l.ord Jesus, and sanctified by ‘the spirit of God, as are truly nighteous in
his esteem, while all such’as continue'in impenitence and unbelief are, in
lis sight, wicked and unde(’_;\hé’gﬁ-rsc. and this distinction holds among men
both 1n and after death.—Mait. xxv. 45. 46; Mark xvi. 16.

14. That the end of this world is approaching, when Christ will descend
from Heaven and raise the dead trom their graves to final retsibution; that
a solemn separation will then take place, the righteous being adjudged 10
everlasting happiness and the wicked to ‘endless punishment; and that
judgment will fix forever the -final state of ‘man, in heaven or in hell on

, principles of righteousness.—John v. 25; Matt, xxv. 31, 32, 33, 34, 41. 46.
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