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MINl.J'TES. 

The Sixty-seventh annual session of the Chattahooche~ 

l ."nited Freewill Baptist Association convened with Pleasant Hill 
church, Schley. county, Ga., commencing on Thursday night be· 
fore the first Sunday in October, 1902. 

The introductory sermon was preached Friday at 11 o'clock 
A. M., by Rev. J. 1}. Brown. from Matthew, 28th chapter, and 
lHt and 19th verses, .followed by Rev. J. M. King. 

After an intermission of one and a half hours for refresh· 
' t ments, the body was ealled to order ·by the. former Moderator, 

~. R. Brown. The former Clerk was in his seat. After singiu~ 
N•J. 213, in Revival NQ. 3, prayer was led by Rev. D. Joiner. 

The first •business was an invitation to ~~isiting •brethren t,.~ 

f:eats with us in the :body. 
The nex'i: businec;s in order was a call for correspondin~ 

1€-ttcrs. Letters were received from 13 churches in the A.ssocia· 
t:c:n. 

By motion of the body, Brot.hers J. W. Brewer and D. JoinE-r 
were Appointed to read the letters, whi.::h duty they performetl, 
;u.d the names of the delegates were enrolled. 
, ~ody then permanently organized ·by electing. J. R. Brown 
~erator and W. D: Gill Clerk. 

A call was made for petitionary letters. None were receive(!. 
Call for corresponding messengers. None were present. 
The following committees were then appointed: 

On Preaching.-J. w .. Brewer, H. T. Harris, from the church, 
and W. G. McGl~mery, J. R. Jordon, W. T. McBride, ·from the 
lJocly. 

On State of the Churches and Character of the Ministry.­
,,~ •. 'T. McBride, J. T. Sheats, B. F. Drawhorn, J. E. Jones, B.· B. 

'\:atF.cn. 
On Finance.-W. J . Lumpkin, J. J. Jones, W. B. Posey. 
01i Obituaries and Deceased Ministers-D. Joiner, J. A. 

C''lbh J. M. King. 
(: n Literature.-T. C. NewberrY., J. M. King. D. Joiner. 

By mo,ti(•n, the body adjourned until Sat.urday morning at 
f> o'clock, after singing and praY:er by Rev. J. A. Cobb. 

Friday Bight the stand was occupied by Rev. W. B. Posey, 
to:;owed oy Rev. T . C. Newberry. 

. . 
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SECOND DAY'S SESSION. 

l'"or various reasons the hody atd not meet until Saturday at. 

:'. o·c~ock. . 
Edturday at 2 o'clock P. M. the bOdy met, after singing an:i 

prayer by Rev. J . Ml Kln&:. . 
By motlon or lhe ibody, it was ordemd that the money from 

H< < ky Mount church (or minutes be recei\'eci and that th ~y 

reeE:n-E minutes for the same: 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. . . -
Next reports of committees ·were called for, and recei vc1 . -

R'1 j(';lows : i. 
oW. f?rtaphing. \ 

Wc:.,Jour Committe~ :ql)":.Preaching, beg leave to submit . '•~ 
J,Gllowin report: . !'t.~· 

Friday, at 7 P. M., R~;v .. : W. B. Posey to pr€>ach; Rev. T . C. 
N~·,7'i>~rry to follow. :.: ~ •. -

~aturday, at 9 A. M .. ,' ~,v. W. J . Lumpki~ to preach ; Re·:. 
J{ C Brown to follow. - ·, . 

Stiturda.y, at 11 A .. M., 'Rev. J . A. Cobb to preach; Rev. J . . J . • 

Jonef- to foUow. < • • 

b.turday, at 3 P . M .. Rev. L. T . Bone to prcat?h; Rev. T. L~·~ 
to follow. . 

Saturday, at 7 P. M .• Rev. J. M . King to prP.ach ; W . D. Qi'.! 
to follow. 

&t nday, at 9 A. M .. Rev. D: Joiner. 
fo.unday., at.ll A. M .• Rev. J . R. Brown. . . ' 

) On Literature. 
· ~ c, y.our Committee on. Literature, beg leave to submit -:h~ 

following report: :~ r;· 
We recommend· tha the cb}lrches usE' Times ot Refreshing 

as song books; an~ as de.:lOmlnational paper. the ~"Teewlll Bap-
tJst 1:rinted .at Ayden. N.:c. · 

We also recommend t • Morning Star literature for our 8a'J 
h<ttl• schools. publlshedt ·.· -·the -~ree.wlll Bapttst ·PubUshtng CO)U· 
;•:11:.:·. Ayden, N. C. · · . · 

, ;.,li.. ~•f REV. J . M. K£l'iG, Chairman. 
;- . !'f\. _ · -

• . ~' '""f .. ... .• 
· .·~ ·,,Obituary ea. 

- ._~ ... \ ~f • • 

· VJe, your •. Coll\ml~,;~omme~d that the pastors of e.~ 
churches write the ~ttua~. and hand them to the Clerk f~r 
r:~tM'<.ation ln the Mmutes·"'Ol· thts sesslon. 

';_ '~· ... :: · ) •. :M. Kma, Chairman. 
r • .. • -.--... 

·on·· Finance .. 
We, your Committee, ~-~- leav~ . ~ make the following ro: 

~rt : ' 
We flnd paid ln Jl'Qm t~e vartii!Js ~hurches '23.70;. from 

1enera1 collection, f7.15. W ... l ;-L"SMPKIN, Chall'Dl&Dt 
' . ;•. / 

• •• 
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On State of 'the Churches and' Character of the Mini'str)·· 

We, your ComJ!llttee. ·report as follows: ~.:-
Firat-We find _all the churcbes and qtinis t ry in good stn"l~­

ing. and recommemnd that Brother J. M. Posey ue reinstated a~ 
a minister of the Gospel . 

W. T. Mc BRIDE. Chairman.. 
I. 

Order of .Preaching. 
SaturdaY.. at 9 A . . M., tbe ,.stand was .occuph\d by H.ev. W., .1. 

Lumpkin, who preached trum St. John. 3: 7. t(·Jlowe~ by H. l. 
Brown.. -

Saturday. at 11 A. M .. the stand was occupied hy Rev. J . A . 
Cobb, who preached from .nev. 14 :24, followed by Rev . .J . .J. J one:-. 

Saturday, at 7 P. M., the stand was occupied by Hev. J . :, ; 
King, who preached from Matthew l1 :2fl. follo\\·~"rt hy W. D. Gi11

• 

Sunday, at 9 A. M., the s tand wa·s occupit~ 1 •hy tie,·. J . ~,;. 
Posey, who preached from Exodus 14 :24. roflowe1 by Rev. W. J. 
Lumpkin. · 

Sunday. at 11 A. M., the stand was ocrup! ec! by Rev. J . !L 
BroWn, who preached from Matthew 12:31-32. 

·MISCELLANEOUS BUSINE8S 

Next the mtsc.fenaneous business was calle u. and t lie follm\· 
ing business disposed of: 

Appointed Corresponding Messenger!' to our sister. asso: ·:~· 
tio~s as follows: To the Georgia Union, Rev . .J . :,t. King: to tln" 

Liberty, Brotbers. J . J. Jones and J . R. Br :Jwn: t o the Ogeech·.:'·.•. 
Rev. J. R. Brown. · 

By motion of tbe body. furlb er corrr i.!Sr~on·h.:u r·c to our si:.t.·,··· 
associations shall be by sending them Minute~. · ' 

The Circular Letter read by R~v. J . M. K~:1g was orrlcr-?:i . 
\ ~ted in the Minutes of t? is session. : 

By motton. it was agreed that Rev. J . J .. l lllWS should \\Ti ·e 
·the next Cir('ular Letter to this body. 

By motion, it was ·agr eed to hol •l the s:11ue E:xcculi ve Con;-

. mit.tee for the ensuing yP.ar. 
' ~greed that this body meet with M.l Olive chbr ,.h. in Taylor 
~ounty, Ga .. oommer.cing on Thursday night u:;f01·e the first ~U:l· 

'day in October, 1903. Convey~nces will meet delegates at Re~·-
nolds, on the SoJJthern Railway. on Thursday. :: 

By motion of the body, it was agreed to adopt as a rule n'ot 
to appoint any one to preach the Introductory Sermon until afF:t: 

each session meets. 
By motion of the body; it was agreed to cl.ange Artid e_ ) t 

of the Church Decorum. .• 
Agreed to have the form of business as r ehd by "th~ ... (}Ieh: 

for ~nduct'lng. union 1,9eetings printed in the Minutef . . · 
, 

·. 
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Ordered that the Clerk ·be paid $8 for his service~; , and t:tat 
h.! have 500 copies of the Minutes printed and distributed amc:1; 
the churches. 

A resolution of thanks to the church and community for the 
. klnd entertainment ~iven us nuring our sojourn with them wa3 

unanimously adopted. ( 
On motion, the Association adjourned to meet wita Mt. 0 1i \·~ 

church, on Thursday night before the first Sup day in Octot.e~, 
1903. Singing and pray..:r Jed by Rev. J . M. Posey. 

REV. J . R. BROWN. MCJ•lerator. 
·W. D. GILL, Cle'rk. 

UNiON:-;ME:Jj::TINGS. ' 
The First District meetS ~th Turner's Chapel church, Tay· 

lor county, Ga., commencing Friday night before lhe secon l 
Sunday h~ August. 1903. Con:veyances wili meet correspondent:; 
at Butl~r on Friday. ,.. · -

The Second District meets with Trinity church, Taylor coun­
ty, Ga., commencing on Frida.~ night before the fourth Sunday 
in July, 1903. Conveyances will meet corresponrltmts at hownr•l 
GD Friday. 

Organizat ion and' Order of Business of Union M tetings. 
Body called to order ·by tb~ former Moderator If he ls ur.<>..s­

ent; if not' present, the body may select some suitable mc·mbc~r 
to act :J.S Moderator pro tem. 'Organize by prayer. Cal l for 
Corresponding L~tt:erP. Electic;m of Mod~rator and Clerk. , '1Vttc:> 
visiting bretb.i-en to seats. :Appointment or committees. Gall 
for correspondents. ""'\Appointment or correspondents. A:> l'-:•n: 
time and place or holdl,ng the next session. Call .for ! .:·ports fr'·m 
committees. -Call for ~iscpV~neous business. Call for reading 
and adopting Minutes. Adjriurmbent. , ' , 

M lnf.~t~rlat Rol l. 

J . R. Brown.. . . : ;-'k· . . . . . . · . . . . . . . . Ashburn. o., 
T . P. young ... .. ...... · ·J. ...... _ ........ C"lumbus, Ga. 
B. F. Green ........ .. . .. · ~ ................ Macon, Ga. 
W. C. Duffell . . . . . . ·. . : ~!.<; . ~ . • . • • • • • • • • • • • Savllle, Ala. 
W. J . Freeny .. . ...... • f. ::-.-:k-- •.... ... . . •. . . Macon, Gil. 
W. A. Hooks. -..... : .. :; ... ~ ..... . ........ Filenti:, Ala. 
~- H. Dupree ~. ; · ·Ji~v~·t~ .. Amer-icus, Ga., R. Jr. D., No.~­
A.. Smith . . . ·. .'·. . . . . ~. ~.~ • .;; : ~ Amerlcus, Ga., R. F . D., No. 3. 
T. P . Carr.. . . . . • . . . · •.• z -~, . • . . • . · •• . • . • Pottsville, Ga. 
J. A. Cobb . ... ...... .. •~ : ....... . .... . .. Americus, Ga. 
G. T. Boot:! . . . . . . . . . . . • : . . . . . · . • . . . . . . . . Butler. Ga. 
D. C. Brinkley . . . . . . . . . . . A • • • • • • • • • • • • Bronwood, Ga. 
J . M. Klng . . . . . . . . • . . . .•• . . Oglethor-pe, Ga., R. F. D .• No. 3. 
D. Joiner •........... . . .. ..... · .•.... .-Columbus, Ga. 
J. J . Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . Garden Yalley, Ga. 
1'· C. Hunnicutt . . . . . . . .1 

• • • • • • • • • • : • • • • • Sk\,Pperton, Ga. \ 
.:W. B. ·Posey. . ·c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . Reyno~ds, GJ:. ,/ 

• 
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J. M. Posey ... . 
W. J. Lumpkin .. 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4Jutler, Ga. 
. . • . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . Geneva, Ga. 

Licentiates. 
M'. ·L. King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oglethorpe/ Ga. 
T. J. Lee ...... . .. . . . .. . ... . ...... . .. Skipperton, Ga. 
W. N. Carroll ... .. ..... ........... . .... Colum·bus, Ga. 
H. C. Brown .......... . . ~ - .... . .... ... .. Macon, Ga. 
T. 

0
c. Newberry . . . ......... Skipperton, Ga • 

B. . Brown . . . . . . ....... . ...... ... ... Hudson, Ga. 
W . D. Gill . . . . . . . .. . .... .. ........ Stewart's ·Mlll, Ga. 
R. A. Fuller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Willet, Ga. 
W. H. Emerson . . . .. .. ......... . ..... Oglethorpe, Ga. 
J. M. Culpepper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oglethorpe, Ga. 
W. H. Holmes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Macon, Ga. 

Church·es. Clerks. Postoffices • 
• 

Mt. Olive . . . .G. w; Mathews .. PottersvUle, Ga. 
New Life ......... . .. R. 'B. Wall ............ Rabbit, Ga. 
FTiendship . . . . . . . . . . .J. E. Jones. . . . . . . . . . Smithville, Ga. 
New Prospect . . . . . . . . A. B. Posey. . . . . . . . . . Reynolds, Ga. 
Turner's Chapel . . 1 • • •••• J. T. Davis ... .. ... . . Butler, Ga. 
Trinity .. ...... . ... W. D. Gill ...... Stewart's Mlll, Ga.-
Pleasant Ifill . .... .... :J. W. Brewer .......... Royal, Ga. 
Liberty Ohapel . . . . . . . . C. G. Hanson. . . . . . . . . . Macon, Ga. 
Providence .......... J. M. Tom•blin ..... ... Columbus, Ga. 
Spring :Hill . . . . . . . . . . M. L. Bryan . . . . . . Thornton ville, Ga. 
Oak Grove . . . . . . . . . . J. H. Hardy . . . . . , . . . . Macon, Ga. 
Corinth . ...... . ..... G.W. Pool ........ Buena Vista, Ga. 
Bethel . ..... .... W. G. ·McGlamery ... ... Garden Valley, Ga. 
Rockey Mount . . . . . . . . G. W. Bradford . . . . . . Americus, Ga. 
Macedonia . . . . . . . . . . .M. Elkins . . . . . . . . . . . . Yale, Ala. 
Friendship (Ala.) .... Jos. McLemore ........ Phemx, Ala. 
Union Grove ...... . . J. R. •Duckworth .... . ... Americus, Ga. 

-- ~ 

Corresponding Letter. 

. The Chattahoochee United Freewlll Baptist Association to 
~er sister associations of Liberal Baptists, with whom she cor-
t~. 

Beloved Brethren: Once more we have been permitted, 
through the kind mercy and providence of God to meet in another 
association. Our session has ·been one of peace and harmony. 
and we trust much good was done !or the Redeemer's caus~. 
We desire your correspondence, and may Christ, who is the Great 
Head of he Church, interpose in our bchalC. We remain yours 
true and faithful In Christ. and may mercy and grace and peace 
from God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. ·be with you all. 

W. D. GILL, Clerk. 

Obituaries. 

11 Sister .Martha Nelson! joined the United FreewUI Baptist 
li churob at New Prospect, In 1885, and lived a consistent member 

I ,~ ,, 
I!. J 
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ui the same until the day or ~er. de.th, which .pccurred ill J\llJ, 
1902. ... .. . . 

Sister, rest froni·~ and 801T6W, 
( Death is ol'eli r~d life ls wou; 

. Upon thy slum~r-·dawns no morrow, 
Rest. Thy E&r.tJ!ly race is run. -

Safely rest wit~_.Ghrist for.ever, 
In His mighty, boundless love ; 

From Him neve-I:more to sever, 
Soon we will t.be with Thee above. 

Clerk. 

Departed tbi ~ lifP. August J5, 1902, Sister Brinkley, aged 40 
:.'ears. She was. a member of the -United Preewi11 Baptist church, 
at Friendship, Suwtet' county, Ga. She united with the church 
in 1882. Was: a faithful member up to her death. She was bap­
lized by Rev. J. H. -Qupree. • .She ·died )Vith slow fever. She lay 
ronr long weeks. Th~ morning sl)e died she revived and· sang 
1 \vo beautiful songs ~d bade them all farew~ll and fell asleep 
in tbe anns of J esus. :, Sh~ ,has tbree sons an:\ . three daughters, 
and a Ji vi ng husband a nd ~~e step-chlldreu. May they all remem­
ber the example she ·1e'ft Jpr. them· to meet her in Heaven. She 

• was the wife of Rev. tJ. d. ·~Brinkley. lo"'arew-·11. dear sister, til' 
, we !Tle~t again! . ~~~ , R.SV. J. H . DUPREE . .. 

. , . .. ~ 

. .... \'• . . 
Departed this life, Bt · Smith Turne", August 12, 1902. 

He was a consistent mem , ~- : Ne w Life church. Marion county, 
Ga. Has been a met~1 beJ;~iO~ United. Freewill Baptlst cb.urch 
for 29 year~:-, aucl lived t<{~l~~~'j, years. tbref: months and fttt.een 
days old. He· ";~s en:.r 'i.~aa . ..: ' do bis·1laft when he was called 
upon He 'will b~ great:JY ·.ln saed. His· seat at the church and 
at hoine can ne ver be 'filled:.: He died -.'iii t:1.~ full triumph of a 
living faith. H e '"as atbtiot~s to go to ;me~t ilis God. F'arewell, 
Brother. till we meet' ·. · ·~ ~ R. D. WALL, Clerk. 

. . 
Sister Zilpluu T urner .{eparted tbJ.s 1ife S~ptem-ber 2~, 1902. 

Sbe w~s a membEr of New Life ch)JTCh. ·.Vas about 45 -years 
old: She Jms b~<:n in bad healtb fo r rban ;' years, and waited 

.J ratiently ror tbe call of her ao·d, whom she served, to come' 
to p higher. wbet~ .the!·e ·is no more si~kness, pltin, nor death: wy 
!'@el that our loss is her eternal gam.. Farewt->Jl, sister, ttll we 
meet again! R. B. 'VALL, Clerk. 

Executive Committee. 

T . J. Lee. Skippe1ton, Ga.; G. W . Ftrlford, Royal, Ga.; W . H 
Emerson, Ogl P.thorpe. Ga.; A. S. Waller, Stewart's Mill, Ga.: 
T . A. Britt. Columbus, Ga.; G. W . Pool, 13uen~L Vista, Ga.; W. H. 
Jones, Smit hville, Ga. 
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ClRCU~R LEi'TER ON !'P08TASY. 

Dear Brethren: It has pleased the righteous will of Almigh­
ty God tor me to address you all through the medium of a circu­
lar letter, and I shaJl try to put forth a few of the many reasons 
why we believe in apostasy. 

There are many who oppose us and say that U a person is 
once in grace, that he is always in grace; and say that our 
doctrine is danget-ous. But I say tbnt it is not attended with 
such bad consequences as the other , for if a man thinks he i'i 
fiafe, he Is not apt to look out for danger; wb.areas, if he thinks 
there Is danger, be is apt, like the mariner, to look out for break­
ers. Again, supposing I have reli~on. I tblnk I can tall so as 
to perish everlastingly. Here Is another man with the same 
degree of religion, believing once in grace, always in grace. Now, 
If my Idea of the possibility of falling be false, his sentiment, if 
true, wlll certainly reach me. so 1 am safe as he. But, supposing 
his doctrine to be false and mine true, he is gone for it, and mine 
will not reach him. So you see we have two strlnga to our bow 
to tiJeir's one. Now Scripture proves that a man can fall . It 

,runneth thus: "U any man draw .mack, my soul shall have no 
pleasure fn him. The backslider in bts heart shall be filled with 
Ll~~ways." · 
- Now, if a man was In a high pillery, It would be nonsense 
for one to cry out. "Hold tight and hang fast, for if you fall 
it will hurt you!" if there be no danger of hid fa lUng; and more 
so if there be not a possibility of lt. If so, how much greater 
nonsense for an Almighty God to give us His will, with many 
cautions as needless as the abvve-there being no danger, nor 
even a possibility of dauger? And yet He, like some passisonate 
parent, who sa.yB to his children, "if you do so and so, I'll whip 
you; I'll burn you up," and yet have no intention to perform 
the threat; but do lie to them. Just such a t·haracter some peo­
ple seem to represent the Lord in, when He cautior:s us as fol­
lows : Gen. 2:17, "In the day thou eatest tberc~..f thou shalt surely 
die." And it is evident'ibat God is in earnest in the followtng 
threftenings: Rev. 22:19, "If any man shall take away from the 
words of the Book of the Prophecy, God shan take away his part 
out of the ·Book of Life, and out of the holy city." There ls no 
account of a slner's having a part in the Book of Life, or holy 
city; but the satnt, for it ts hollnees that gives the title. Heb. 
12 :14, "Again hold fast that no man take thy crown;" and Rev. 
3: 11, "Be thou faithful unto death, and I wU1 give thee a crown 
of Ute, and he that endureth to the end, the sa•n~ shall be saved." 
- Rev. 2:10; ·Mark 18:13. Jude tens us -of some whose fruit 
withereth, thrice dead, plucked up by the root. -Now, It is evi­
dent that a slner is but once dead, then they must have been 
been alive "in a Scriptural sense; or else h•w could the trult · 
wither! Or they be twice dead, plucked up by the roots! 

Again. there 1s a sln unto death, which we are not ·command· 

: 

I 
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ed to pray for. Compare I John 5:16-i7, with Heb. 10:26-31, antl 
again Peter tells us of some· that have forgot~en that they were 
purged from their old sins, and even escapel the pollusions or 
the world through the knowledge of Christ; and yet are entan· '\ 
gled therein, and sayeth He "It had been bet:.er for them never 
to have known the way qf ri,ghteousness than after t~ey knew it · 
to turn from it.!' II Peter 1:9 and 2-20, "And how eould they 
ilave forgotten that which they never knew." Christ says, "I am 
the vine and my father is the husbandman· f>very branch in me 
that beareth not fruit. He taketh away," (6bserve he could not 
take tllem away unless 'they were there.) And, again, there were 
six hundred thousand J ews-well active men-who came out or 
~pt ·With Moses, ~nd on~ was in as fair way for Canaan a~ an­
other, and G.od promised as positively to barry them to the prom­
i&ed land as ever he had· pro-mised to carry the saint from earth· 
to Hcaven~nly four got tnrough the wilderness. Aaron and 
Moses died· on t he mountain, and Caleb anrl Joshua reached the 
desired country. But all tlie others who, it appears, were once 
t:avorites of Heaven, from Pal}l's talk-1 Cor~ 10:3-4, as Paul say­
eth, ''They all drank qf CJ!rl~t. the spiritual r9ck, and .Yet some . 
o1' them tempted Him;" and. veree 9, "And -thus they all ·by sin 
fell in the wUderrless." "· · 4~a he added. mOfeover, that these 
things happened to them -.t;~r~p.mples, and w<.•re written for our 
admonition. · Now, what n,~etl ·was there of s~mts being admon­
tslred if there ·be no danger~! losing the spiritual land of rest? 

.... Reader, obser ve the q<Jsl>.el. for we are to ta~e warning by 
God's dealings with the a~rents: and square our lives accord­
ingly; because to judgment. :We must come, ar.d 1be judged witb 
strict justice, and receive sentence accordingly. Either· .. Come, 
Ye Blessed;" 'Or "Depart Ye 'cursed." J. M. KING. 

·. 

I i 
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CONSTITUTION 
-OF' THE-

Chattahoocbee United Freewill Baptist Association. 
I 

·~ 
Res.olved, That we form an association upon the principles 

laid down in the Hply Scl'-l}ltures, to wit: Associations appear 
from Scripture and ecclesiastical history to have been originally 
.formed, not from ~ny positive injunction, eitller from Christ or 
hfs apostles, but from mere expediency for tne purpose of con­
centrating the efforts of indivldua·l churches lind bringing th~m 
to bear with greater energy upon the subjects designed to be 
accomplished by those churches. They were also considered ae 
advisory -council, and resorted to as such, but never claimed any 
right of lording 1t over G<>d's heritage, nor was their advice con­
sidered bi11ding on the cqurches. In a word, associations were 
w·hol}y dependent on churches and churches were not dependent 
upon associations and notwithstanding the power arrogated to 
themselves by some modern Baptist Assoclati(lns, we view them 
as ·being nowhere precedented by the primitive usages of any 
self-created bodtes. 

We, the delegates from our respective churches, being au· 
thorized 1by said churches, do agree to form ourselves Into an 
Association, to •be known ;by the name of the Chattahoochee 
United ·Freewill -Baptist Association, and we promise not to with­
draw ourselves trom this Association without first stating our 
reasons to the body for such intended withdrawa~. 

. It is proposed by the Association, first, to promote revivala 
.of ·religion by camp and protracted meetings. Secondly, to take 
an active part in Home Missions. It is not intended by thl~ 
Association to discuss queries. It is not the dt!.sign of this Asso­
ciation to interfere in any way·wfth the independence of churches 
composing it. It is not intended to establish <:reeds, rules of dis­
cipline, or to make any law .whatever to bin·1 the churches, but 
to leave ea-ch church to regulate its own affairs. 

We, as an Association. take the Old and l'olew Testaments as 
our confession of faith, as relates to the independency. 

~ .r--NYe :believe that a duly organized church consists of a con­
·...-'gregation of saints, baptized upon a creditable pro~ession of faith 

in Christ. Christ is the only Christian law-giver and supreme 
· head of the churches, and the word of God the only infallible rule 
of faith and p_ractice. Every man has an maliena·ble right to 
·private judgment in eoncerns of religion, and an equal right to 
express his opinion in any way whJch will not violate the laws 
of Goa or the right of his fellow-man. 

A church :has a right to adopt such measur~s only as are in 
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accordance with the Word or God, and such are deemed neces­
sary to carry toto effect th"e great system of }'Tactic'e: .. - . : . '• 

The church ls the highest ecclesiastical tribunal ~on ea.-th;· 
from whose decision thq're is no .appeal. · · · 

This constitution may be altered or amended at uy ml:'!eting 
of the Association. by two-thtTds .of the body. 

Read and adopted the a-bov.e a-s the Constitution of the Chat­
tahoochee United Freewill Baptist Association. 

CH-~RCH. J)ECORUM. 
1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last r egu­

lar conference in ·associati9nal·,:year ; or, if they \ prefer it, may 
choose a pa~tor for an indeftnl~~tength of tiin~ to continue from 
year to year, so long as they may deem it proper to ·keep up the 

I' .... 
conne~tlon. . . t .. 

2. W·hen it becomes necessary. a. pastor may be---chosen at 
any other time; ·but if the c!idice be made at a special confer­
ence, the time must be appoilited a t a monthly meeting of the 
church. 1· 

3. The pastor shall be Moderator of the r hnrcb, but when be 
is absent. or does not sit as Moderator. being present, some suit­
able brother shall ·be appointed to sit in bts place. 

4. There shall 'be two or more deacons In the church, whose 
· duty It shall be to supE:rtntend the collection and disbursement 
of the contributions made ·bY the church for rhe pastor, etc., and 
to distribute the bread and w1ne in the adruinistratlon of the 
Lord's Supper. : 

5. The deacons sh&l._l take' notice of such members as refuse 
or neglect to partake o/ tbe Lord's Supper, and endeavor to as­
certain the eause. that ttJe same may be laid before the church 
in conference, if necessaTy. ,< ) -

6. Some suita'ble member shaJJ be appointed Clerk .. a.nd It 
shaH be his duty to. do· a\I th~ r ecot:'ding and other writing per­
dfining to the business of the cburch, and to preserve a file of the 
Minutes of the Association . . :-if,-

7. When a new Clerk Is~- ' ointed . .all the books, minutes. 
etc .• belonging to the Cl.erk .. · it be immeJiately delivered to 
him by his predecessor. ·~· · f• 

8. When the church_ de~_ .. "" n ecessary, a committee of not 
lees than three male mem6e);Sj .. en acquair}ted with business, 
shal l,be ,appointed,.whose dt.""tY Shall he-to ;::ve advice to breth­
ren who apply t.o tbem rel~}i~~::c.ases of ~.deai:ng, etc., with the 
church. · .·/ d~ , · 

9. The church sball bold a two days' ' ntt: •!ting monthly, em· 
bracing Saturday and the Lord's daY followlcg, the first of which 
shall be the regular time or conference. 

10. It shalJ be t.be duty of every membo!", male and female. 
to attend each conference meeting if they ean; for on that day 
the pastor Is expected to lnptruct the church in special manner 
b~ gtvlng pJafn and pointed lessons on doctrine, disclpJlne and 
tlie .rules of holy Qlvlng. . . - · · / 

11. Any male member who shall !ail to attend three succes-
sive conferences, and any member whatever who .... lii.i.y be gen~-

-
• 
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erally remlaa Ill attending the meE~ttngs of the ehurch, according 
to the COYeDUt (Article 10), shall be cited . to appear in <;onrer­
eDCe ud UBwer for hls neglect,. but the t:hurch may eXempt 
memben from this rule lf nooessnry. • 

12. Conference shall be open,ed and conducted as follows: 
! 04 Prayer (unless tilvlne .seLVi~es have just Leen coacluded; anJ 
generally then). ~- Invite visiting member<J to seats. 3. Open 
the doors for the reception of mHmbers. 4. Call for absentees. 
5. For acknowled~em~nts. G. For reference o:- deferred .buslnesa. 
7. For matters or dealtng wbtcb a·re In order to come before the 
chul'ch. 8. For miscellaneous business. 

13. Visiting brethren, as helps called in ftom sister churches, 
shall i>e allowed to speak and ma1:ce motions cr seconds, but not 
allowed to vote. 

14. An ordet:-lY member p{ the :Bapt\st church may be received 
into the church without a letter, ·when It is made apparent that 
ltts Christian characrer Is unlmpea.chable, and that be has applied 
for a letter and could not obtain lt. 

15. No member shall be received without the unanimous con­
sent of the metrlbers present, ·bult unreasonal'le objections shall 
not be valid. and unless withdrawn, the member who makes them 
ehall be liable to be t~ken under dealing by !.be church. 

16. When the Moderator calls for absentees. the Clerk shaH 
inform the church what male mE~mbers have been absent from 
three successive conferences, and the Mode1·ator shall appoint 
some brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next eon· 
terence. 

17. No member shall be expelled unleas he bas been cited 
veitbaUy or in writing, to attend his trial; provided, his Tesidence 
·be known to the <!burch. · 

18. When a witness, not a mem•ber of t.h·e ·church, is intro­
duced. he shall not be examined till the quest10n bas been put to 
the church: Will you hear the testimony or 1h.1s witness? 

19. The evidence in every ca•se of dealin~ and acknowledg­
ment shall be miLuted in t be church book. 

20. Members rlismissed fi·om the church bv Jetter, who be­
' ~ disorderly, or continue to bold their l elt'-'~S without a good 
~- reason, shall 'be cited to the conference tC' a.nswer for their 

conduct. 
21. Expelled members may be1 restored to fellowship on their 

petition, If the ir walk since expulsion bas cor.vinced the church 
that they have sincerely repented of their ro; •ner evil. 

22. A vote shall not be taketn upon any question without :1 
move and a second. and in all im]portant questions the vote shall 
be taken by rising to the feet. 

23. No motion shall ·be mad•e while a TDo,·e and second is 
·tefore the conference. 

24. It shall be eonsidered die:orderly for any member to ah· 
sent himself from conference wben an important question is to 
be decided ; but a member, upon his request, may be exempted 
ffom voting on either side in peculiar cas~s. 

25. No member shall leave the bouse during conference wlt.h· 
out a suftl'cfent cause, nor engag•e ln converAaUon or. wbisperln~ 
without being subjected to be ealled to order by the Moderator. 



X2 
26. All discussions in conference must he ~onducted with 

-calmness and good feeling-; thpSE! who speak must rise to their 
feet and address the Moderator:· and keeo to the point in the 
debl\te. • . · - . 

~- No one shall speak more than three hmes o~ the same 
motion without permission (roJD the ·Modenttor, nor shall the 
remarks of anyone be unreasbnibly long. 

28. When the Moderator speaks in debat~J he must nominat~ 
some brother ·Moderator in his stead. 

29. No one shall ·be interrupted while speaking, unless it is 
necessary to call him to order. 

30. 1t shall be tbe rule of the church to a ttend to the admin­
istration of tile Lord's Supper at'least four times a year, and the 
expenses are to be paid by the clhl!rch. 

31. Members not in good sta:nding shaH not commune, but 
the administration shall not ·be dt~ferred on .. <.count of any ordi· 
nary matter of deaiing. 

32. •Feet washing ~all be attended to as the church sees 
proper. 

33. Public fasting, h~ili~tion !nd prayer, shall be observed 
on proper occasions. · / 

34. The Decorum maY. be amended or aUered by the vote or 
two-thirds of the members prese.nt at -any two nuccessive monthlY 
ct!nferences. . .. l: 

GOVERNMENT . ) ORDINANCES. 
. -~ ..... 

l • S. 
1. We believe that a gos~l _ turch, or a church of Christ, is 

a congregation ol' Christfans-, etiji~~tuted and ~overned according 
to the rules laid doJVn in . the J!~<yi:}-t.Testameor. 

2. THat thest! rtiles reqtflre C$JIIi'ches t6 preserve the form of 
government and tbe ordinances ot~ the first · Christian churches, 
and to ·be eomposed of baptized 'b.eliever-S ln · Christ. 

3. That tbe visible church ts tJhe aggiegate or whole number 
of gospel churches, ami that the · Invisible ~hurch is composed 
of the redeemed now Jn Heaven, and such •·]hristians on earth 
as are not attached to the visible iaCCOrding to gospel rules. 

4. That the estabUshment \Jt a central or Catholic govern­
ment' over the visible ch·urclt, or any part tb'ereof, is a devise of 
earlbly ambition r~ugnan~ to the word £?f.God. subversive of the ,/ 
<:hurches and danger.ous to the Jilberties of men. 

5. That the gospel churches ar•a the m:ily eeclesiastical bodies · 
or tri•bunals authorized by the Scriptures; that each church bas 
the unrestricted rigot to auminis1ler its own government ·with- .-­
out supervision or interference; ·being under Christ essentially 
independent and absolute; and that if this rie;ht •be surrendered 
to a superintendin.g jurisdiction, b lY delegation or otherwise, the 
assembly then ceases to be .a gospel church. 

6. That churches may, nevertheless. we suppos,e, meet ·by 
delegates, form an association, and declare the terms upon which 
they will keep up a friendly corres.pondence; but that the rights 
and authority of ehurcbes being inalienable, are in no wise com. 
promi.sed or hindered by entering !into an ass.oclatlon, and there: 
fore &SfU?Clatlons have no shafiow. of authority over churche& -()r 

I . 
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individuals, their only power being to transact 'business which 
does not pertain to churches in th•eir ecclesiastical capacity, or to 
promote mutual intercours~ and a• concentration of voluntary ef­
fort. and to give that advice to churches which might with equal 
authority, be given l>y any indivi1dual. 

7. That the authority of churc:h is designed for the perpetua­
tion of the true religion of the gospel, and the preservation ~ a 
pure and orderly body of Christians on earth; t.Pat it is fully 
sufficient for the purposes intended, but that it does not extend to 
the persons, property or conscieucies of men in any case what­
ever. 

8. That the only requisites to <:burch membership are faith 
in Christ and obedience to gospel!; that faith in Christ necessa­
rily exists in the connection with the be1ief in the fundamental 
truths of Christinnit.y, and that to prescribe to any other requisite 
of church mem-be rship is an assumption of authority on the part 
of the church and a departure from the plan of the gospel. 

9. That the officers of a church. are elders and deacons; that 
elde rs are also called blf?hops or pastors; that all elders are 
equal in ra.nk, though they perform different functions, since 
some may be the -t-ishops or ·pasto·rs of particular churches, while 
others may be simply elders, having no pastoral charge. 

10. That the authority of the minister of the gospel extend3 

\ ;~n~c~i:r1~r:h~!~a~~~ :~dchre~~~~g~b~~ ~~e f~~~:~~it/bo~t t:: 
--church, such as the reception of members il\1'<.' the church com­

pact, or the expulsion of otfende:rs; that as a member of the 
church he is no more t han any other member. and if he is guilty . 
ol' transgression he is to ·be ·brou1~ht lo trial before his brethren 

· and convided or acquitted in the same manner if be were a pri­
vate pe~on : yet we think it prudent and proper to call in adviso­
ry help, especially if the minister is to be tri~d upon heresy. 

11. That Christian ·baptism is the immer:;ion of a. -believer in 
water in the nnme of the Father, amd of the S.:>n, and of the Holy 
Ghost. 

12. That the Lord's Supper and washing of the saint's feet is 
an ordinance to be obs~rved in tht~ church till the Lord comes. 

· 13. That the elderS' and deacctns must be set .apart to their 
oflfces by ordination, or the imposition of the hands of the pres­
bytery, and prayer, without which they are not authorized to . 
admtntster the ordinances pertaining to their respective offices. 

14. No preacher shall be ordained unle.os called to take 
charge of a church as pa.stor, or Jfo r some other good and suffi­
cient reason. 

. ~ 

A RTICLES OF FAITH A N ID DOCTRI ,.IAL VIEW S. 

1. We believe that the Holy Bl.bl-e was written by men dfvlne-
ly inspired and Is a treasure of lEieavenly instruction; that has 
a God for its author, salvation for its end, a9d truth without aliy 
mixture of error for its matter; tbtat it reveh.ls the principles by 
which God will judge us, and therefore, that It shall remain 
with us to the end of time, the trut~ center of Chtistian union and 
the supreme standard to which all human <'Onduct- and opinions 
sbould conform.-Rev. xUi 14, Joltm v. 39. I 

... 
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2. That there. is one. twe · land living G<sd. whose name is 
J-ehovah, the Maker ·apd Ruler of Heaven and earth, in~xJ)ress · 
a·bly glorious in holiness, worthy of aU possi·ble honor, confidence 
and love, revealed in' the persdn'a.l distinction oj\ Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, equal in evet-y· W.v.iJDe perfection, and executing dis· 
tinct ·but ·harmonious officet;, in the great work of- redemption­
Exoa: vi, 3; Ps. lxxxili, 18. -~.t\~-· 

-3. That man was creat..ep':tm a state of holm~ under the 
Jaws of his Maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that 
holy and happy state, in con.sE!quence of which men are now 
sinners. net by constraint, but:b:y e hoice, being oy nature utterly 
void of -that holiness required 'bY the law of God, wholly given 
to the gratification of the w"orlcll, of Satan and their own sinful 
passions, and therefore, under j lltst condemnatiOn to eter:nal ruin, 
w . .:bout defense or excusc.~n. i. 27; ii. 7; iii. 6, 19, 23. 

4. That·the sa~vation of sfnJDers is wholl r of grace, through 
the mediatorial office of the Son &f God. who took upon him our 
nat ure; yet without sln, honored the law by his personal obedi­
ence, and mad~ atoneme nt for# slln by his death, being risen from 
the dead, he is now &Q.throned iDI Heaven a:nfi uniting in his won­
derful person the ten8er sympa~thles with divine perfection, i<> 
every wa~ . qu~_IHied' t~ )>~ a . ~~t.:a.b'le, c~~pas::,,onate and all-sufli­
<'Jent Sav10ur:-~ph. ii;~. '{.)8, ·.R.om. vp. 11, 27. 

5. That tn.e gr.eat gG.SPf1l""hlessings which Christ of his fulness 
besto)Vs on such· as ·bo1leve ,on_ h!im ls justifi.cat ion; that justiflca-

olicn consists in the pardon -~9i sin and promise of eternal life 
upon principles of rig~teous.s; that it is bP~towed. not in ~on­
sideration of anything wbicR ce. have. done. hut solely through ,. 
his own righteousness and ~-~!mcnt and that it brings us into 
a state cf mast bl-essed i>~~~·f:avor ' with G:?d.-Rom. viii. .30; 
Ezek. xviii. 27, 28; John ~'4"il~,a, 16; Rom. vtli. 17. 

6. That th~ biPs~fngs .o~ -:, j~tio~ are· ml}de free to all -by the 
gospel \ that it- is•,the lm~~- ~~~duty o1 a_ll to receive them by 
c·ordial and ·o-bedient - fatt'tl;; ":imtl~Jthat notqing prevents the salva­
tion of t he greatest. sinner ·u:P.9Jif~ ea·rtl_t~ ')iut bis own voluntary 
refusal to .submit to the~·r!.Or.<l'Wte.sus Chtist, which r.efusal wn; 
subject him to an aggregited cbndemnatlon.-MarK. xvi. 16; John 
xvii. 20; ·I sa. xlv. 22: ·_ ' :~ 

· 7. That in order to be sa\red·. we musllJc regen-erated, or born 
again ; tbat regeneration eonsistls in givlng a holy djsposition to 
the mi~d ; and is effected ip a " JPI&~ner. 81bt!v~ t'Jur comprehension 
t\Y the power of the Holy Spirit producing· voluntary obedience 
to the · gospef anP that its prope!r evidenCe is found in the holy / 
fruits which we brtng forth to G1od.-John iii. 3, 5, 7, 8; Matt. Iii. · 
8, 10. . 

8. That election is the gracioqs purposE' .or God, according 
to which he regenerates, sanct.iftc~ and saves sinners · that betns-­
.pert~tly COnsistent Wit~) the freE! agency. p_f man, it comprehends 
aU the ~eans with the end; tliat; it ts a niost glorious display of 
God's goodness, being lnfinit'ely 1vise, ·holy~ unl'!hangeable; that it 
'1tterll exclud~ ·boasting and p11omotes h'umilJty, prayer, praise. 
~.-ust In God and active lmitatioJo of his fret: mercy; that It en­
courages the- use of means in the btgbest,degree; tbat It is the 
foundation ot Christian &8&\ll'a:n,c~. and that to ascertaln lt wlth 
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regard to ourselves pemands and deserves our utmost dUigence. 
-Eph. i. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12. 

9. That the preEerving attaclilment of trne believers to Christ 
i s the grand work which dist inguishes them from superficial pro. 
fessors; that a special providence watches over their welfare, 
at:d t;h&t · they are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
-sa!vatlon.-Eph. l 7, 18. 

10. That the law cf God is the eternal, unchangealble rule or 
tis government; that 1t is holy, just and good, and that the 
inability whic9 t;bc Scriptures aiSC:ribe to fallen man to fulfill its 
prec~pts arises entirely from their love of sin, to delver them 
from which. at:d to r est ore them through a rnediatcr to unfeigned 
obedie:nce to the ho)y law is one design of lbe gospel, and of the 
mea-cs -of grace connected witn the establlshmnt of the visible 
church.-Matt. v . 17, 18; Luke x. 13-20 ; xiv. 17. 

11. That the first day in the week is the L ord's day, or Chris· 
• tian Sab'bat:b ; that it should Qe lrept sacred to religious purposes 

\Jy abstaining from all secular la.bor and recreation, ·by the direct 
observance of all the means of grace, both private and pUbllc, 
and by preparat!on for the r est which r emains for t he people of 
Gc d.-Exod. xix. 8; H e'b. iv. 9 ;· Thes. i. 7; Ps. xvi. 9. · 

12. That civi l governmept i1s of divine appointment for the 
interest and gco:l order of huml!l.n society; that the magistrates 
are to be prayed for conscie~ti'cmsl y, honored and obeyed in all 
things not contrary. to the will of our L ord Jesus Christ, who is 
t.hn lord of cou~ciPn<'-' ·s suul the prince of the kings of the earth. 
- Heb. x iii . 7; acts xxiii. 5; Tim. v. 17. 

' ,~ 13. That there i s a radical :md essential difference between 
,... the righteous and wicked; that £ucb o!lly are justified by faith 

in the name of the Lord Jesus,. and sanctified by the spirit of 
God. as arc truly rightC'Jus in his esteem. while aU such as con­
tilme in impenitence and un.bcli.ef are·, in his sight, wicked and 
under the curse,. and this distin1ction holds among men both in 
ana after dcatb.-Matt. xxv. 4-5; -if); MaTk xvi. 16. 

1 !. That the €nd of this world i s approaching, when Dhrist 
will descn.d from Haven and rai::;e the dead from their graves to 
final retri•bution ; .that a solemn w paratiou will then take place, 
the righteous being adjudged to everlasting happiness and the 
wicked to endless punishment : and that judgment will fix for· 
ever the final state of man, in Hleaven or in bell on principles of 
righteousness.-Jobn v. '25 ; Mat1t: xkv. 31, 32, 33, 34, 41, 46. 
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Mt. Olive . .. = Taylor · .... 

1

1
M. Jones . .' ... . . .. ...... : ... - ~ ... .'~ ..... J. J . Jones ... . 9 I~ ~~17 ~ ~ 95 . t 4 00-

New Life . ...... Marion . ... . A. L . Wail, W. H . Hamilton:":" .' .. ...... . . . .. . W . J. Lumpkin . . I ...... 4 2 2G. . 1 00 
.Friendship .. . · .. Sumpter ... . 

1

1. E:: .,;t~ . •.•. , ........ .. :: --.; : _. .... . .......... ... D. 0. Brink·l.ef . . ·J· .· : . ... .. · 1 27 .. 1 20 
New Pr~t .. -r&ytor ..... .r.,.H • ... "· .~w. ~~-- ........ ..... w. J . ~utl!:P.~ 2. ~ . . ~I· ·fs a ~-. 1 oo 

• ' • ' • .. "i' - "' • ..., j l • i '' . t ~9 11 c),;: ~s hape1Taylor ... : ,, 1". 1~~.:l"' . _, •. ,., . . •• .• ...•••• ,. .... . . . J.M.Kt~,. ~,, fl 1 ••• 
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.• .•... ,. v., .. .. .. v ·~ ... l .. 11..... ,., __ ,~ - • 1 f.- • ·r- • -- . t . f. .o.•~au"J · . .•...• . .a.ay1ur •. .-.• Jlt.u. ~.~a.•K . ..IHourry •. . ... ... .. . . ..... J. J. JonPS ..... 4 2 .. 2 I · ... 88 . 3 00 

Pleasant Hill ... Schley . , .. .. Hl't :· HBrris. J . W. Brewer. ! ............ : .. .. J. J . J ont>S. .. .. . . G ._. ' .. 1 • • • 8i . . 8 00 
Ltbert:y· Ohapel. Bibb . : .... H. 0. Brown, W. W. A:nterson . ... .. . . ....... T. 0. Hunnicutt 4 tl . . . . j1 . . 84 .. 1 00 
Providence ..... Mnscogee . .. W. T. McBride .. .. .... ........ ............. ... D. Joiner . ...... , ........ ,1 .. 77 2 00 
Spring Hill. .. .. Marion~ .. : . JametJ Daniel, "'r. ~- McGnrrab . .. ....... .. _ .. .. W. J. Lumpkin .. .. .. 6 1 .. 16. 1 50 
Oak Grove . ..... Bibb . . ~ .... 'B-. F. ·Drawhorn, T. 0 . Newberry. . . . . . . . . . . . W. H. Holmes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ()(). 

·Oorrinth .. ....... Marion ..... J. R.'Jof(lan, J. T. Sheats ....... ........ " · D. JoinE>r . ...... j ...... 8 1 .. 82 .. .... .. 
Bethel. .. . ...... Macon .. .... J. Hill, W. G. McGlamery, B. Bnrfteald ...... • T. M. King .. ... 281 •• 5 4 .. .. 116 4 85 
1\ocky Mount . .. Sumter ..... Not Represented ........ . .... . . ........... .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Maoedouia .. .. . . Lee, Ala . . . . Not Represented. . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ... .... . .. . . . . .. .... . ....... . 
Friendship ... .. Russell, Ala. Not Represented ... . . .. . . . .. .. . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . ... · .. · · · · · · · \ · · · · · · · · 1· .. .. .. · .. · .. · 
Uni~n Grove ... Sumpter .. . . Not Represented. ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. ......... ... . 
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