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MINUTES.

The Sixty-seventh annual session of the <Chaltahooche>
T 'rited Freewill Baplist Association convened with Pleasant Hill
chureh, Schley'countjr, Ga., commencing on Thursday night be-
fore the first Sunday in October, 1902.

The introductory sermon was preached Friday at 11 o’clock
A. M., by Rev. J. R. Brown, from Matthew, 28th chapter, and
18tk and 19th verses, followed by Rev. J. M. King.

After an intermission of one and a half hours for refresh-
ments, the body was called to order by the.former Moderator,
o. R. Brown. The former Clerk was in his seat. After singing
N9. 213, in Revival No. 3, prayer was led by Rev. D. Joiner.

The first business was an invitation to visiting brethren ()
seats with us in the body.

The next business in order was a call for corresponding
leiters. Letters were received from 13 churches in the Associa-
t.cn. .
By motion of the body, Brothers J. W. Brewer and D. Joiner
were appointed to read the letters, which duty they performeil,
ai.d the names of the delegates were enrolled.

. The body then permanently organized by electing. J. R. Brown
Moderator and W. D: Gill Clerk.

A call was made for petitionary letters. None were receiverd.

Call for corresponding messengers. None were present.

The following committees were then appointed:

On Preaching.—J. W. Brewer, H. T. Harris, from the church,
and W. G. McGlamery, J. R. Jordon, W. T. McBride, from the
vody.

On State of the Churches and Character of the Ministry.—
"% T. McBride, J. T. Sheats, B. F. Drawhorn, J. E. Jones, B. B.
TWatsen.

On Finance.—W. J. Lumpkin, J. J. Jones, W. B. Posey.

Of Obituaries and Deceased Ministers—D. Joiner, J. A.
Cobh J. M. King.

Cn Literature.—T. C. Newberry, J. M. King, D. Joiner.

By moticn, the hody adjourned until Saturday morning at
% o'clock, after singing and prayer by Rev. J. A. Cobb.

Friday night the stand was occupied by Rev. W. B. Posey,
fol;owed by Rev. T. C. Newberry.
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SECOND DAY'S SESSION.
l'or various reasons the body a:d not meet until Saturday atl

2 o'c.ock
S4turday at 2 o'clock P. M. the body met, after singing and '
. praver by Rev.J. M, King.
g ; By motion or lhe body, it was ordered thai the money from
Rccky Mount church for minutes be received and that thuy 4

: rece;ve minutes for the same.

H i e I j
|
L]

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
‘Next reports of committees were called for, and receWeJ
as Iojiows:
On' Preachlng. N
We, your Committee on Preaching, beg leave to submit .12 ‘

following report:
Friday,at 7 P. M., Rev W. B. Posey to preach; Rev. T. C.

‘ N.wberry to follow. : =
Saturday, at 9 A. M, Rev W. J. Lumpkia to preach; Rev.
1 1 C Brown to follow.

Scturday, at 11 A. M,, Rev. J. A. Cobb to preach; Rev. J.
Jones to follow.

Saturday, at 3 P. M., Rev. L. T. Bone to preach; Rev. T. Lz
ic follow.

Saturday, at 7 P M. Rev. J. M. King to preach; W. D. Gi1l
to follow.

. Sinday, at 9 A. M., Rev. D: Joiner.
Sunday, at 11 ‘A. M., Rev. J. R. Brown.

-—

\ " On Literature.

: W ¢, your Commitiee on Literature, beg leave to submit ~he 3
_ following report: 4 j
I We recommend thab ‘the churches use Times of Refreshing
as song books, and as a denominatmnal paper, the Freewill Bap-
tist printed at Ayden, N. C, -

We also recommend the Morning Star literature for our Sab
hatl' schools, published- tgthe Freewill Baptist Publishing Coju-
juls, Ayden, N. C. S

* We, your, Commltt&é,_;‘m:ommend that the pastors of tln k3
churches write the obituaries and hand them to the Clerk for
sublcation in the Mlnutés o‘I this 3easion

~J.-M. KING, Chairman.

On Finance. ;

l'tWe your Commlttee, beg leave ‘to make the following re-
po

. We find paid in from the various churches $23. 70 from

general couef‘:tlon, $7.15. W J LUMPKIN, Chairman: .
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On State of the Churches and Character of the Ministry.
We, your Committee, report as follows:

o
First—We find all the churches and ministry in “good stand-
ing, and recommemnd that Brother J. M. Posey be reinstiated 2s

a minister of the Gospel.

W. T. McBRIDE. Chairman(,

Order of Preaching.

5 Saturday, at 9 A. M., the stand was occupiecd by Rev. W. L.
Lumpkin, who preached from St. John. 3:7, fcllowed by H. C.
Brown. %

Saturday, at 11 A. M., the stand was occupied by Rev. J. AL
Cobb, who preached from Rev. 14:24, followed by Kev. J.J. Jonoes,
Saturday, at 7 P. M., the stand was occupied by Rev. J. A
King, who preached from Matthew 11:28, followed by W. D. Git',
Sunday, at 9 A. M., the stand was occcupie!l by Rev. J. i,
Posey, who preached from Exodus 14:24, followed by Rev. W, J.

Lumpkin.
Sunday. at 11 A. M., the stand was occupied by Rev. J. .

Brown, who preached from Matthew 12:31-32.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
Next the miscellaneous business was called, and the follow-
ing business disposed of: - :
Appointed Corresponding Messengers Lo our sister asso’ '
tiops as follows: To the Georgia Union, Rev. J. 3. King; to the
Liberty, Brothers J. J. Jones and J. R. Brown: fo the Ogeech=2,
Rev. J. R. Brown. =« :
By motion of the body, further corrrespondviice to our sislos’
asscciations shall be by sending them Minutes. N
The Circular Letter read by Rev. J. M. King was ordera4
rinted in the Minutes of this session. '
By motion. it was agreed that Rev. J. J. Jones shouid wri-e
the mext Circular Letter to this body.
By motion, it was agreed to hold the same Executive Coni-
g mittee for the ensuing year. _
__/ Agreed that this body meet with Mt. Oiive church, in Taylor
" county, Ga., commercing on Thursday night before the first Sun.
day in October, 1903. Conveyances will meet delegates at Re:-
nolds, on the Southern Railway, on Thursday. e
By motion of the body, it was agreed to adopt as a rule not
to appoint any one to preach the Introductory Sermon until afrar
each session meets.
By motion of the body, it was agreed to clange Arficle it
of the Church Decorum, AR
Agreed to have the form of business as read by the ,€Clerk
for conducfing union meetings printed in the Minutes. - = . - '
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Ordered that the Clerk be paid $8 for his services, and taat
h. have 500 copies of the Minutes printed and distributed amcag
ithe churches.

A résolution of thanks to the church and community for the
.Kind entertainment given us during our sojourn with them was
unanimously adopted.

On motion, the Association adjourned to meet witn Mt. O'iva
church, on Thursday night before the first Sunday in Octole-,
1903. Singing and praycr Jed by Rev. J. M. Posey.

REV. J. R. BROWN, Maodderator.

W. D. GILL, Clerk. '

UNION MEETINGS.

The First District meets with Turner's Chapel church, Tay-
lor county, Ga., commencing Friday night before the seconl|
Sunday ig August, 1903. Conveyances wili meet correspondents
at Butler on Friday. _ -

The Second District meets with Trinily church, Taylor coun-
ty, Ga., commencing on Friday night before the fourth Sunday
in July, 1903. Conveyances will meet correspondents at howarid
on Friday.

Organization and Order of Business of Union Meetings.

Body called to order by the former Moderator if he is nras-
ent; if not present, the body may select some suitable member
to act as Moderator pro tem. 'Organize by prayer. Call for
Corresponding Letters. Election of Modorator and Clerk. (nvite
visiting brethren to seats. Appointment of committees. Call
for correspondents. ppointment of correspondents. Asp=in:
time and place of holding the next session. Call for :¢ports fi~m
committees. Call for miscellaneous business. Call for reading
and adopting Minutes.’ Adjournment

Mlni;terial- Rol!,

J. R. Brown : e 2P ..Ashburn, Ga
T. P. Young. .. te s+ ++ «o ..Columbus, Ga.-
B. F. Green..., .. .. . . .« ..Macon, Ga.
W. C. Duffell .. .. .. : .. ..Savllle, Ala.
W..dJ. Freeny.. R Goedn o 4ndl sn cue wie o4 MBCON kAL
W. A. Hooks.. .. .. .. . z I‘m.nlx Ala.
J. H. Dupree .. .. . . Amencua Ga R. K. D., No. 3.
A. Smith = ot e ,..Americus, Ga., R F. D., No. 3.
T. P.CGarr. . -. o sativise s »s OBV SGA,
S AINIODD Y < consa e e «+ =+ =« -« ..Americus, Ga.
G.T. Bone .. .. .. .. .Butler, Ga.
D. C. Brlnkley sirinete e i e Bronwood Ga.
J. M. King . ....Oglethonpe Ga., R. F. D.,, No. 3.
IO % i ciel b Wi ®s ; vv v .. ..Columbus, Ga.
JIBNRHONOE oo aa Yan Tota AR AT be et e as 5T L K ..Garden Valley, Ga.
T.C.oHunnicutt .. ..... 10 .. .5 .. .. .i .. .. ..Skipperton, Ga. |
-W.B. Posey.. .. .. .. .. +¢ 4«4 s tea. .. ..Reynolds, Ga, >
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WOUNINEDREY o oa) ods 0% o 10 WET0 0T ol bk o . Butler, Ga.
W. J. Lumpkin ., *r ss s cs se 4s ve we . .s .. ..Geneva, Ga.

Licentiates.
L T RN W i b i ..Oglethorpe/ Ga.
0 R S O T RN A R, i . .Skipperton, Ga.
VS IREDINE v o <05 o o we st b B f e ..Columbus, Ga.
SR BRI s 7 a4k N s s are ke e e .. ..Macon, Ga.
R NRWOOEEY i i e e e o e, 55 s s . .Skipperton, Ga.
BPCK. IBOOWEESs s w3 e o5 47 i ek W e e 55 e a ..Hudson, Ga.
i L e e i P .. Stewart’s Mill, Ga.
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. S s sr es be es es as e oo .. Willet, Ga.
W SLOIICHRON. .5 o s v% 45 56 59 65,60 s e ..Oglethorpe, Ga.
O MUCIDBNEEE v iatui 65 ni o oo i o3 o ..Oglethorpe, Ga.
W RERIOIINER: 2o 2.3 i wisl 5t s g s o M) 2l .. ..Macon, Ga.

Churches. Clerks; Postoffices,
Mt. Olive .. .. .. .. ..G. W. Mathews .. .. ..Pottersville, Ga.
NBW TG o7 i i ai en » B B W . o co s . .Rabbit, Ga.

Friendship... .. .. .. ..J. E. Jones.... .. .. . .Smithville, Ga.
New Prospect .. .. .. .. A. B. Posey.. .. .. .. ..Reynolds, Ga.
Turner’s Chapel ..;.. .. ..J. T. Davis .. .. .. .. .. Butler, Ga.
Trinity .. .. .. .. .. ..W. D. Gill .. .. .. Stewart’s Mill, Gaa
Pleasant Hill .. .. .. .. ..J. W. Brewer .. .. .. .. ..Royal, Ga.
Liberty Chapel .. .. .. .. C. G. Hanson.. .. .. .. ..Macon, Ga.
Providence .. .. .. .. ..J. M. Tomblin .. .. .. . .Columbus, Ga.
Spring Hill .. .. .. .. ..M. L. Bryan .. .. . .Thorntonville, Ga.
Oak Grove .. .. .. .. ..J. H. Hardy .. .. .» .. ..Macon, Ga.
Corinth .. .. .. .. .. ...G.W. Poél .. .. .. ..Buena Vista, Ga.
Bethel .. .. .. .. ..W. G. McGlamery .. .. ..Garden Valley, Ga.
Rockey Mount .. .. .. ..G. W. Bradford .. .. ..Americus, Ga.
Macedonia .. .. .. .. ..M. Elkins .. .. .. .. .. ..Yale, Ala.
Friendship (Ala.) .. .. ..Jos. McLemore .. .. .. ..Phenix, Ala.
Union Grove.. .. .. ..J. R. Duckworth .. .. .. . .Americus, Ga.

COrrespoﬁdlng Letter.

The Chattahoochee United Freewill Baptist Association to
Qer sister associations of Liberal Baptists, with whom she cor-
responas.

" Beloved Brethren: Once more we have been permitted,
throngh the kind mercy and providence of God to meet in another
association. Our session has been one of peace and harmony,
and we trust much good was done for the Redeemer’s caus<.
‘We desire your correspondence, and may Christ, who is the Great
Head of he Church, interpose in our behalf. We remain yours
true and faithful in Christ, and may mercy and grace and peace
from God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, be with you all.

W. D. GILL, Clerk.

Obituaries.

Sister Martha Nelson joined the United Freewill Baptist
church at New Prospect, in 1885, and lived a consistent member
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of the same until the day of her death, which occurred in July,

Sister, rest from toil and sorrow,
Death is over and life is won;
Upon thy slumber dawns no morrow,
Rest, Thy Earthly race is run. =
Safely rest with: Christ forever,
In His mighty, boundless love;
From Him nevermore to sever,
Soon we will .be with Thee above.

Clerk.

Departed this life August 15, 1902, Sister Brinkley, aged 40
vears. She was a member of the United Freewill Baplist chureh,
at Friendship, Sumter county, Ga. She united with the church
in 1882. Was’ a faithful member up to her death. She was bap-
tized by Rev. J. H.-Dupree. s She died with slow fever. She lay
four Jong weeks. The morning she died she revived and sang
iwo beautifu] songs agd bade th all farewell and fell asleep
in the arms of Jesus./ Sh¢ has three sons ani three daughters,
and 2 living husband and five step-children. May they all remem-
ber the example she left for them' to meet her in Heaven. She

# was the wife of Rev. I». C. ‘Brinkley. Farewrll, dear sister, til
we meet again! . -; RSV. J. H. DUPREE.
Departed this life, Brothér Smith Turner, August 12, 1902.
He was a congistent membgrof New Life church, Marion county,
Ga. Has been a membersofithe United Freewill Baptist church
for 29 vears, and lived to. :‘Iﬁ years, three months and fifiteen
days 6ld. e was ever ieady-to do his part when he was called
upon He will be great_b’r}.miééed. His seat at the church and
4t hoine can never be filled. He died in ta=2 full triumph of a
living faith. He was anxious to go {0 meet nis God. Farewell,
Brother. till we meet' __R. B. WALL, Clerk,

Sister Zilphan Turner departed this life September 26, 1902.
She was a member of New Life church. as about 45 -years
old.. She has becn in bad health for many Yyears, and waited
ratiently for the cali of her God, whom she served, to comc,
up higher, where there is no more sickness, pain, nor death. We,/”
reel that our loss is her eternal gain. Farewell, sister, till we
meet again! R. B. WALL, Clerk. -

Executive Committee. =

T. J. Lee, Skippeiton, Ga.; G. W. Fulford, Royal, Ga.; W. H.
Emerson, Oglethorpe, Ga.; A. S. Waller, Stewart’s Mill, Ga.;
T. A. Britt, Columbus, Ga.; G. W. Pool, Buena Vista, Ga.; W. H.
Jones, Smithviile, Ga.
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CIRCULAR LETTER ON APOSTASY.

Dear Brethren: It has pleased the righteous will of Almigh-
ty God for me to address you all through the medium of a circu-
lar letter, and I shall try to put forth a few of the many reasons
why we believe in 4postasy.

There are many who oppose us and say that if a person is
once in grace, that he is always in grace; and say that our
doctrine is dangerous. But I say that it is not attended with
such bad conseguences as the other, for if a man thinks he is
safe, he is not apt Lo look out for danger; whereas, if he thinks
there is danger, he is apt, like the mariner, to look out for break-
ers. Again, supposing I have religion. I think I can fall so as
to perish everlastingly. Here is another man with the same
degree of religion, believing once in grace, always in grace. Now,
if my idea of the possibility of falling be false, his sentiment, if
true, will certainly reach me. so | am safe as he. Bul, supposing
his doctrine to be false and mine true, he is gone for it, and mine
will not reach him. So you see we have two strings to our bow
to their's one. Now Scripture proves that a man can fall. It

runneth thus: “If any man draw iback, my =oul shall have no

leasure in him. The backslider in his heart shall be filled with
is OWH ways.”
"~ Now, if a man was in a high pillery, it would be nonsense
for one to cry out. “Hold tight and hang fast, for if you fall
it will hurt you!” if there be no danger of his falling; and more
so if there be not a possibility of it. If so, how much greater
nonsense for an Almighty God to give us His will, with many
cautions as needless as the abuove—there being no danger, nor
even a possibility of danger? And yet He, like some passisonate
parent, who says to his children, “if you do so and so, I'll whip
you; I'll burn you up,” and yet have no intention to perform
the threat; but do lie to them. Just such a character some peo-
ple seem to represent the Lord in, when He cautiors us as fol-
lows: Gen. 2:17, “In the day thou eatest thercuf thou shalt surely
die.” And it is evident‘that God is in earnest in the following
threfitenings: Rev. 22:19, “If any man shall 1ake away from the
words of the Book of the Prophecy, God shal! take away his part
out of the Book of Life, and out of the holy cily.” There is no
account of a siner’s having a part in the Book of Life, or holy
city: but the saint, for it is holiness that gives the title. Heb.
12:14, “Again hold fast that no man take thy crown;” and Rev.
3:11, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I wiil give thee a crown
of life, and he that endureth to the end, the saine shall be saved.”
—Rev. 2:10; Mark 13:13. Jude tells us-of some whose fruit
withereth, thrice dead, plucked up by the root. Now, it is evi-
dent that a siner is but once dead, then they must have been
been alive “In a Scriptural sense; or else hgw could the fruit
wither? Or they be twice dead, plucked up by the roots?
Again, there is a sin unto death, which we are not command-
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€d to pray for. Compare I John 5:16-17, with Heb. 10:26-31, and
again Peter tells us of some that have forgotien that they were
purged from their old sins, and even escapei the pollusions of

the world through the knowledge of Christ; and yet are entan- *

gled therein, and saveth He “It had been bet-er for them never

to have known the way of righteousness than after they knew it-

to turn from it”’ II Peter 1:9 and 2-20, “And how could they
have forgotten that which they never knew.” Christ says, “I am
the vine and my father is the husbandman - every branch in me
that beareth not fruit. He taketh away.” (Observe he could not
take them away unless they were there.) And, again, there were
six hundred thousand Jews—well active men—who came out of

. Egypt with Moses, and one was in as fair way for Canaan as an- _

other, and God promised as positively to carry them to the prom-

ised land as ever he had promised to carry the saint from earth’

to Heaven—only four got tnrough the wilderness. Aaron and
Moses died on the mountain, and Caleb and Joshua reached the
desired country. But all the others who, it appears, were once
favorites of Heaven, from Paul’s talk—I Cor. 10:3-4, as Paul say-

eth, “They all drank of Christ, the spiritual rock, and yet some.

of them tempted H‘lm.” and verse 9, “And thus they all by sin

fell in the wilderness.” Aml he added, moreover, that these °

things happened to them: io;' examples, and were written for our
admonition. Now, what meed ‘was there of s«ints being admon-
tshed if there be no danger of losing the spiritual land of rest?

Reader, observe the Gospel, for we are to take warning by
God’ dealings with the ancients, and square our lives accord-
ingly; because to judgment we must come, ard be judged with
strict justice, and receive sentence accordingly. Either “Come,
Ye Blessed;” or “Depart Ye Cursed.” J. M. KING.
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l CONSTITUTION

&

B - Chatahodis U Feewil Baptist Asociaton.
J S

Resolved, That we form an association upon the principles
laid down in the Holy Scriptures, to wit: Associations appear
from Scripture and ecclesiastical history to have been originally
formed, not from any positive injunction, either from Christ or
his apostles, but from mere expediency for the purpose of con-

;) centrating the efforts of individual churches and bringing them
I to bear with greater energy upon the subjects designed to be
accomplished by those churches. They were also considered as
advisory council, and resorted to as such, but never claimed any
right of lording it over God’s heritage, nor was their advice con-
sidered bipding on the churches. In a word, associations were
wholly dependent on churches and churches were not dependent
upon associations and notwithstanding the power arrogated to
themselves by some modern Baptist Associations, we view them
as being nowherzs precedented by the primitive usages of any
self-created bodies.

We, the delegates from our respective churches, being au-
thorized by said churches, do agree to form ourselves into an
Association, to be known by the name of the Chattahoochee
United Freewill Baptist Association, and we promise not to with-
draw ourselves from this Association without first stating our
reasons to the body for such intended withdrawal.

. It is proposed by the Association, first, to promote revivals
~of religion by camp and protracted meetings. Secondly, to take
an active part in Home Missions. It is not intended by this
Association to discuss queries. It is not the design of this Asso-
ciation to interfere in any way with the independence of churches
composing it. It is not intended to establish creeds, rules of dis-
cipline, or to make any law whatever to binil the churches, but
[ 4 Lo leave each church to regulate its own affairs.

. We, as an Association, take the Old and New Testaments as

? " our confession of faith, as relates to the independency.

) ) \ _—=AVe believe that a duly organized church consists of a con-

A ~“gregation of saints, baptized upon a creditable profession of faith

r in Christ. Christ is the only Christian law-giver and supreme
. head of the churches, and the word of God the only infallible rule
of faith and practice. Every man has an inalienable right to
private judgment in concerns of religion, and an equal right to
express his opinion in any way which will not violate the laws
of God or the right of his fellow-man.

A church has a right to adopt such measures only as are in

-
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accordance with the Word of God, and such are deemed necea-‘

sary to carry into effect the great system of jractice: " -

The church is the highest ecclesiastical tribuna‘l on earth-

from whose decision there is no appeal.

This constitution may be altered or amended at ary meeting
of the Association by two-thirds of the body.

Read and adopted the above as the Constitution of the Chat-
tahoochee United Freewill Baptist Association.

—_—

CHURCH DECO RUM.

1. The church may, choose a pastor annually at the last regu-
lar conference in associational year or, if they prefer it, may
choose a pastor for an lndeﬂnlte fength of time to continue from
year to ycar, so long as they may deem il proper to keep up the
connection.

2. When it becomes necessary a pastor may be-chosen at
any other time; but if the choice be made at a special confer-
ence, the time must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the
church.

3. The pastor shall be Moderator of the rhurch, but when he
is absent, or does not sit as Moderator, being present, some suit-
able brother shall be appointed to sit in his place.

4. There shall be twp or more deacons in the church, whose
duty it shall he to superintend the collection and disbursement
* of Lthe contributions made by the church for rhe pastor, etec., and
to distribute the bread and wine in the adninistration of the
Lord’s Supper.

5. The deacons shall take nptice of such members as refuse
or neglect to partake of the Lord’s Supper, and endeavor to as-
certain the cause, that the same may be laid before the church
in conference, if necess

6. Some suitable member shal] be appointed Clerk, and it
shall be his duty to. dorall the recording and other writing per-
t¥ining to the business of the church, and to preserve a file of the
Minutes of the Association. . _;-g;"

7. When a new Clerk is #ppointed, -all the books, minutes.
etc., belonging to the Clerk gHall be imme.liately delivered to
him by his predecessor. ~ 23t -

8. When the church deemi %nemssar& a committee of not
less than three male membeg 'mell acqualmed with business,
shall be appointed,.whose dutyit shall he-to z've advice to breth-
ren who apply to them relati to cases ol de.u ng, ete., with the
church. oA

9. The church shall hnld a hm days’ mcuting monthly, em-
Lracing Saturday and the bord,’s_day following, the first of which
shall be the regular time of conference.

10. 1t shall be the duty of every member, male and female,
to attend each conference meeting if they can; for on that day
the pastor is expected to instruct the church in special manner
g giving plain and pointed lessons on deoctrine, dlscipline and

e rules of holy Jiving. .
11. Any male member who shall fall to attend three succes-

sive conferences, and any member whatever who may be gen--
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érally remiss in attending the meetings of the church, according

to the covenant (Article 10), shall be cited to appear in confer-

ence and amswer for his neglect, but the ~hurch may exempt

: members from this rule if necessary, .,

l 12. Conference shall be opened and conducted as follows:
i..Prayer (unless divine services have just Leen comcluded, and

generally then). Z. Invite visiting members {o seats. 3. Open

the doors for the reception of members. 4. Call for abscntees.

5. For acknowledgements. 6. For reference or deferred business.

| 7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come before the
church. 8. For miscellaneous business.

13. Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister churches,

' shall be allowed to speak and make motions cr seconds, but not
allowed to vote. )
14. An orderly member of the Baptist church may be received
into the church without a letter, when it is made apparent that
his Christian character is unimpeachable, and that he has applied
for a letter and could not obtain it.

} 15. No member shall be received without the unanimous con-
sent of the menibers present, but unreasonalle objections shall
not be valid, and vnless withdrawn, the member who makes them
ghall be liable to be taken under dealing by ‘he church.

16. When the Moderator calls for absentees, the Clerk shall
inform the church what male members have been absent from
three successive conferences, and the Moderator shall appoint
some brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next con-
ference.

17. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited
verbally or in writing, to attend his trial; provided, his residence
be known to the church. :

18. When a witness, not a member of ihe "church, is intro-
duced, he shall not be examined till the question has been put Lo
the church: Will you hear the testimony of 1this witness?
l 19. The evidence.in every case of dealinz and acknowledg-
ment shall be miLuted in the church book.

20. Members dismissed from the church by letter, who be-
,cm disorderly, or continue to hold their lettérs without a good
reason, shall be cited to the conference te answer for their
conduct.

21, Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on their
petition, if their walk since expulsion has corvinced the church
that they have sincerely repented of their foiner evil.

22. A vote shall not be taken npon anv question without a
move and a second, and in all important questions the vote shall
F be taken by rising to the feet.

23. No motion shall be made while a move and second i3
Lefore the conference.

24. It shall be considered disorderly for any member to ab-
sent himself from conference when an important question is to
be decided; but a member, upon his request, may be exempted
ffom voling on either side in peculiar cases.

25. No member shall leave the house during conference with-
out a sufficient cause, nor engage in conversation or whispering
without being subjected to be called to order by the Moderator.

\
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26. All discussions in conference must he conducted with
calmness and good feeling; those who speak must rise to their
feet and address the Moderﬁfnr and keep to the point in the
debate.

27. No one shall speak mone than three times on the same
motion without permission from the Moderator, nor shall the |
remarks of anyone be unreasonably long.

28. When the Moderator speaks in debat: he must nominate
some brother Moderator in his stead. i

29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking, unless it is
necessary to call him to order.

30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the admin-
istration of the Lord’s Supper at least four times a year, and the
expenses are to be paid by the church.

31. Members not in good standing shall not commune, but
the administration shall not be deferred on account of any ordi-
nary matter of dealing.

32. Feet washing shall be attended to as the church sees
proper.

33. Public {asting. hmnillatson and prayer, shall be observed
on proper occasions.

34. The Decorum may beée nmended or altered by the vote of
two-thirds of the members presem at any two successive monthly
c8nferences. X3 :

.y
-
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i) ORDINANCES.

?Egurch, or a cburch of Christ, is
ituted and governed according

GOVERNMENT -

% 1. We believe that a gosp
a congregation of Christians, eonsti
to the rules laid down in the New Testament
- 2. That these rules requiré chirches to preserve the form of
government and the ordinanees “of the first Christian churches,
and to be composed of baptizad {believers in. Christ.

3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number
of gospel churches, and that the invisible church is composed
of the redeemed now in Heaven, and such s hristians on earth
asg are nol attached to the visible according to gospel rules.

4, That the estahlishmgnt of a central or Catholic govern-
ment over the visible church, or any part thereof, is a devise of

ly ambition rq)ugnant to the word of God, subversive of the
| churches and dangerous to the liberties of men.
] 5. That the gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies -
or tribunals authorized by the Scriptures; that each church has
the unrestricted right to administer its own government with-
out supervision or interference; being under Christ essentially
independent and absolute; and that if this right be surrendered
to a superintending jurisdiction, by delegation or otherwise, the
assembly then ceases to be a gospel church.

6. That churches may, nevertheless, we suppose, meet by
delegates, form an association, and declare the terms upon which
they will keep up a friendly correspondence; but that the rights
and authority of churches being inalienable, are in no wise com.
promised or hindered by entering into an association, and there-
fore associations have no shadow. of authoriiy over churches or

-
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individuals, their only power being to transact business which
does not pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacity, or to
promote miitual intercoursé¢ and a concentration of voluntary ef-
fort, and to give that advice to churches which might with equal
l authority, be given by any individual.

7. That the authority of church is designed for the perpetua-
tion of the true religion of the gospel, and the preservation of a
pure and orderly body of Christians on earth; that it is fully

sufficient for the purposes intended, but that it does not extend to
the persons, property or consciencies of men in any case what-
3 ever. -

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith
in Christ and obedience to gospe]; that faith in Christ necessa-
rily exists in the connection with the belief in the fundamental
truths of Christianity, and that to prescribe to any other requisite
of church membership is an assurnption of authority on the part
of the church and a departure from the plan of the gospel.

1 9. That the officers of a church are elders and deacons; that
elders are also called bishops or pastors; that all elders are
equal in rank, though they perform different functions, since
some may be the Tishops or pastors of particular churches, while
cthers may be simply elders, having no pastoral charge.

10. That the authority of the minister of the gospel extends
to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he
ganmot perform any act which belongs to the authority of the

““church, such as the reception of members info the church com-
pact, or the expulsion of offenders; that as a member of the

of transgression he is to ‘be brought {o trial before his brethren
-and convicted or acquitted in the same manner if he were a pri-
vate person - yet we think it prudent and proper to call in adviso-
ry help, especially if the minister is to be tried upon heresy.

11. That Christian -baptism is the immersion of a-believer in
water in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.

12. That the Lord’'s Supper and washing of the saint’s feet is
an ordinance to be observed in the church till the Lord comes.

- 13. That the elders and deacons must be sel apart to their
offfces by ordination, or the imposition of the hands of the pres-

administer the ordinances periaining to their respective offices.

14. No preacher shall be ordained unless called to take
charge of a church as pastor, or for some other good and suffi-
cient reason.

ARTICLES OF FAITH AND DOCTRIMNAL VIEW.S.

1. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divine-
ly inspired and is a treasure of Heavenly instruction; that has
a God forits author, salvation for its end, apd truth without any
mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals the principles by
which God will judge us, and therefore, that it shall remain
with us to the end of time, the true center of Christian union and

should conform.—Rev. xiii. 14, John v. 39,

church he is no more than any other member, and if he is guilty

bytery, and prayer, without which they are not authorized to.

the supreme standard to which all human conduct and opinions

R ——
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2. That there is one true mnd living God. whose name is
Jehovah, the Maker and Ruler of Heaven and earth, inexpress-
ably glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, confidence
and love, revealed in the personat distinction of, Father, Son and
Holy Ghost, cqual in every divine perfection, and executing dis-
tinct ‘but ‘harmonious offices in the great work of redemption—
Exod. vi, 3; Ps. Ixxxiif, 18. - =

3. That man was created in a state of holiness under the
laws of his Maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that
holy and happy state, in consequence of which men are now
sinners, nct by constraint, but by choice, being by nature utterly
void of -that holiness required by the law of God, wholly given
to the gratification of the world, of Satan and their own sinful
passions, and therefore, under just condemnation to eternal ruin,
w.thout defense or excusc.—Gen. i. 27; ii. 7; iii. 6, 19, 23.

4. That-the salvation of sinners is whoily of grace, through
the mediatorial office of the Son ef God. who took upon him our
nawure; yet without sin, honoreid the law by his personal obedi-
ence, and made atonemcnt for sin by his death, being risen from
the dead, he is now enthroned in Heaven and uniting in his won-
derful person the tender sympathies with divine perfection, is
every way qualified to be a suitable, compassionate and all-suffi-
cient Saviour.—Eph. ii,’5; v, 8; {Rom. vii, 11, 27.

5. That the great gospel blessings which Christ of his fulness
bestows on such as ‘bolieve on him is justification; that justifica-

s«licn consists in the pardon ‘of sin and promise of eternal life
upen principles of righteous:!@s that it is bestowed, not in con-

sideration of anything whichiwe have.done, hut solely through -

k)

pement and that it brings us into
a state of most blessed peac€#n:i favor with God.—Rom. viii. 30;
Ezek. xviii. 27, 28; John iiisd? }:’.’.a 16; Rom. viii. 17.

6. That the blessings of 8al¥iition are made free to all by the
gospel; that it is: the 1mmq¢in"té duty of all to receive them by
cordia] and obedient faith;’ ’.ﬁhﬂ ithat rothmg prevents the salva-
tion of the greatest sinner mpon earth, but his own voluntary
refusal to snbmit to the Lord Jlesus Christ, which refusal wil
subject him to an aggrezated emndemnation —Mark xvi. 16; John
xvii. 20; Isa. xiv. 22,

7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated, or born
again; that regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to
the mind; and is effected in a manner above ¢ur comprehension

the power of the Holy Spirit. producing voluntary obedience

0 the gospel an@ that its proper evidence is found in the holy
fruits which we bring forth to God.—John ii1. 3, 5, 7, 8; Matt. iil
8, 10.

8. That election is the gracious purpose -of God, according
to which he regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners . that being~—"
perfectly consistent with the free agency of mun, it comprehenda
all the means with the end; that it is a most glorious display of
God’s goodness, being inﬂnltely wise, holy, unchangeable; that it
utter]y excludes boasting and promotes humilily, prayer, praise.
~ust in God and active imitation of his fre: mercy; that it en-
courages the use of means in the highest degree; that it is the
foundation of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with

his own righteousness and
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regard to ourselves demands and deserves our utmost diligence.
—Eph. i. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12.

9. That the preserving attachment of trne believers to Christ
is the grand work which distinguishes them [rom superficial pro-
fessors; thal a special providence watches over their welfare,
ard thatthey are kept by the power of God through faith unto
-salvation.—Eph. 17, 18.

10. That the law cf God is the eternal, unchangeable rule of
his government; that i1t is holy, just and good, and that the
inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen man to fulfill its
precepts arises entirely from their love of sin, to deiver them
from which, ard 1o restore them through a mediatcr to unfeigned
obedicnce to the holy law is one design of the gospel, and of the
mears of grace connected with the establishmnt of the visible
church.—Matt. v. 17, 18; Luke x. 13-20; xiv. 17.

11. That the first day in the week is the Lcrd’s day, or Chris-
tian Sabbath; that it should bhe kept sacred to religious purposes
by abstaining from all sccular labor and recreation, by the direct
observance of all the means of grace, both private and public,
and by preparation for the rest which remains for the people of
God.—Exod. xix. 8; Heb. iv. 9; Thes. i. 7; Ps. xvi. 9.

12. That civil government is of divine appointment for the
interest and gcod order of human society; Lhat the magistrates
are tc be prayed for conscientiously, honored and obeyed in all
things not contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is
the lord of consciencss and the prince of the kings of the earth.
—Heb. xiii. 7; acts xxiii. 5; Tim. v. 17.

~==~ 13. That there is a radical and essential difference between
the righteous and wicked; that such only are justified by faith
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the spirit of
God, as arc truly righteous in his esteem, while all such as con-
tinue in impenitence and unbelief are, in his sight, wicked and
under the curse, and this distinction holds among men both in
and after death.—Matt, xxv. 45, 46; Mark xvi. 16.

14. That the end of this world is approaching, when Christ
will descnd from Haven and raise the dead from their graves to
final retribution; that a sclemn geparation will then take place,
tke righteous being adjudged to everlasting happiness and the
wicked to endless punishment: and that judgment will fix for-
ever the final state of man, in Heaven or in hell on principles of
righteousness.—Johu v. 25; Mati. xxv. 31, 32, 33, 34, 41, 46.

-




CHURCH STATISTICS.

DELEGATES , 2 PASTORS
NS o s R J.J. Jomes.. . .
A L. Wall W H. Ham:lﬁonf ............... W. J. Lumpkin|.
......... N iy e %’(.}I Ili:‘nnkll)g
GO o s s e umpkin
LBailey. ... .. i et Ba R J. M. King. .
5 R RIonTTY.. . ... 0 .. J.J. Jones. . ...

Pleasant Hill, .T W. Brewer.:. ... ... *oouo|du d.  JODES. .. .. 2t

Liberty Chapel . S W ATOINON. . . cvivninns T. C. Hunnicuttld 6 |..| .

Providence. . ... e SRR . T, e D. Joiner....... 2 e A
'Bprig Hill.... |Marion.... .jJames Daniel, T. J. McGarrah. ... W. J. Lumpkin|.

Oak Grove..... [Bibb ... ... B. F. Drawhorn, T. C. Newberry........ .... W. H. Holmes. .'

Corrinth. ... ... [Marion..... J. R. Jordan, J. T.Sheats . .................|D. Joiner. ...... )

Bethel..........|Macon...... J. Hill, W. G. MoGlamery, B. Barfieald. .. . .. J. M. King.....

Rocky Mount. . [Samter. . ... Not Represented ..............................................
Macedouia... ...|Lee, Ala....[Not Represented...... ............ .. . ..
Friendship ... . .. Russell,Ala.Not Represented....................... . [~ ' \

Union Grove...[Sumpter... [Not Represented........ .............. ... L Ex,
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’d. by Letter

| Excluded

| Dead

'd. by Letter

| Restored
© =1 | Dism

I Paid for Minutes
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% | Baptized
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