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MINUTES. 
' 

The Sixty-eighth annual session of the CHATTAHOOCHEE 
UNITED FREEWILL BAPTIST ASSOCI.\TION convened with 
Mt. Olive Church, Taylor county, Ga., commencing on Thurs­
day night before the first Sunday in October, 1903. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached Friday at 11 o'clock 
a. m., by Rev. J . R. Brown, fr~n II. Peter, ii. r, 2 , followed 
by Rev. D. Joiner. 

After an intermission of one and a half hours, for refresh­
ments, the body was called to order by the· former Moderator, 
Rev. J. R. Brown. The former Clerk was in his seat. After 
singing, prayer was h::d by Rev. J. ·M. King. 

The first busine~s was an invitation to visiting brethren to 
seats ·with us in the . body. · 

The next business . in order was a call for corresponding 
letters, and received lette~ from thirteen churches in the 
Association. 

By motion of the body, Bros. J. W. Brewer and D. Joiner 
were appointed to read the letters, which duty they performed, 

' 
1
rmld. the names of delegates were enrolled. · 

...... The body tl1eu permanently organiz~d by electing Rev. J . M. 
King Moderator, Rev. J . R. Brown Assistant Moderator and 
W. D. Gill Clerk. 

Next called for petitionary letters, and received letters from 
three new churches, as follows: . Shiloh, Columbus and Bethona, 
and the right hand of fellowship was extended to the delega­
tion. 

Then called for corresponding . messengers, and received 
Rev. C. C. Martin, from the Martin Association; Revs. N. E. 
Massey, W. M, Matthews and S. N. Little, from t}:le Liberty 
Association; and ...Rev. W. C. Jones, from the Georgia Union 

; Association. 
The following committee w~ appointed. 
ON PREACHING-M. Jones and W. J . Mullius, from ilie . 

church, and B. F. Drawhon1, J . R. Baty and T. Shirah, from 
the body . 
. By motion, the body adjourned until Saturday morning at 

8 o'clock, after prayer by W. S. Lockhart. 

SECOND DAY'S SESSION. 

Saturday morning at 8 o'clock the 1\ody met. After singing, 
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and pr~rer b)• Re\·. W. J: Lumpkin, appointed the following 
commit.!~s: ·:. 

ON STATE OF THE CHURCHES AND CHARACTER' OF THE 
MINISTRY - G . D. Perry. J . H-. Stilhvell , J . R. Baty, J . Wat­
son, G. Massey, J. R. Jordon, J . Lovick . 

ON FrNANCE-W. J . Lumpkin , J. J. Jones, W. B. Posey. 
ON OBITUARIES AND DECEASED MINISTERS-T . C. Hunni­

cutt, W. H . Holmes, W. S. Lockhart. 
ON LITERATURE- D. Joiner, T. C. Newberry, W. B. Posey . 
Reports from committees were c~lled for and rec~ived. . ' 

Reporfs of Commiffees. 
) ·_. 

· ·On Preacbfng. 

We, your Committee on P~eaclii~g. beg lea,·e to s ubmit U1e following 
re~rt: / 

Friday at 7 p. 111. Re,·. W. ?.L )\latlhe\\:S to preach . Re,·, W. C. Jones 
to fi)low; Saturday at 9 a. m. Re,·. ·T· C." Newberry to preach, R ev. \V. 
R. Posey to follow; Saturrlay at \ J::..jp.. 111. X. E. :\1assey to preach , Re,·. 
W. H. Holmes to follow; SaturYl~~t3 p. 1!1. Re,·. \\" . J Lumpkin to 
preach, Rev. W. 'f. Lo\·ick to follo~turday at 7 p. m . Re,·. S. N. Li t­
tle to preach, Re\'. 'f. C. Hunnicu~.fi.l;;follow : Sunday at 9 a . m . Re,·. D. 
Joiner to preach, Re,·. J . 1\I. Kin~¥.ollow; Sunday at 11 a m . Rev. C. 
C. Martin to preach; Rt:\'. \\' .. }I.~· iUlews to fqllow . 

. .-~:~ ~ J. R~ BAT\', Chairman . 
· o·.l~es. ' 
~ _. . . 

We, you r Committee· on Oblfuar,ies ~heg l~a..-e· to submit our report. 
We recanunend_tbat the pas~ors of the church!!S write the obituaries and 
hand them to the Clerk for publicatio.!J.· 

· W. S. L-<>CKHART, Cba innan. 

On LJteratu~. · 

\Ve, your Committee on f.#it·~rature, beg lea,·e to tnake the following 
report: 1 • 

\V.el recommend tba~ the churches use '·'fin~es.of Refreshing'' as soug / 
books, and as a denobl!nat~otia l paper the F reewill Baptist, pri nted at ~ 
Aycten. N. C. D. j oi NER, Chairman. . 

0JI State of tbe Cburcbes and Character of tbe Ministry. 

We, · your C~mmittee on State of the .Church es and Cbaracter of the--
Ministry, beg leave t~ make the follc:twing report: , 

We find the churches in good stanrling, except Rocky Mou nt. We 
also find that their church bouse is being used for a tenant house. \Ve 
also find Providence Church out of order. \\'e also recommend tbat Bro. 
E. C. Grimsley be reinstated as a Minister of the Gospel; \Ve also rec­
ommend that Bro J. :\{ Posey's name be stricken from the ministerial 
roll. J. R . BATY, Cbairnum. 

On fiaance. 

We, your Committee on Fio·an. ce, beg leave to submit the following 
re~rt: 

We have collected from the cburches$28.25. We find· in the hands of 
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the Trea~urer f,6.85, m ak ing a total of $35.10. We also find $16.50 sent 
up for correspoudeur.e. ] . j . jONES, Chairman. 

Treasurer's Report lor 1902. 
Receh·erl of Fi nauce Committee . ___ . ___ ·- .... _ .. ___ . ____ . _ --- - . $30 85 
Pairl for Printi}lJ:~ 1\J inutes .. _____ ____ ____ • __ __ ., __________ $ 14 oo 
Paici Clerkforhisser viccs - -- -- -- -- - ____ ...... . . ______ S oo 
Paid for expr~ssan tl postAge· -·------------ -- ----- - __ 2 oo 

Tota l amonnt pnid ou L __ ______ _ .. _ ---- - - --- .. ... $24 oo - -
Ralance ou hand ________________ ____ .. . . --------_____ _ $ 6 85 

\\' . D GILL, Treasurer . 

Order of Preaching. 
F riday at 1 1 a m. the s tand was occupied by Rev . j . R. Brown, who 

preache<l from II Peter, ul chap., 1st and 2d verse, foiiO\•:erl by Rev. D. 
j oiner. Frirlny at 7 p m. the s tand was occupied by ReY. W. l\1, Math­
ews, who preao:berl fro m Matthew 24-:27, followed by Re\' , W . C. jones. 
Saturday at 9 a. nt. tbe s tand was occupied by Rev. T . ~- Newberry, \\•ho 
preached from St Jo Lin 3: 14, followed by Re,·. \\'. R. Posey. Satnrday 
at It a . 111. the "tand was occupied by Re\·. N. E. 1\lassey. who preached 
fro m ~t. john 1 :10, followed by Re,·. \V. H . Holmes. Satunlay a t 3 p. 
m . the s tand was occupiecl by ReY \V. j . Lumpkin , who preached from 

, St. J ohn 15:5. foliowecl by Rev. W . T Lo,·ick. Satu rday at 7 p m the 
_r' s tbnd was occupied by Re,-. S . N. Little, who preacbecl from Am os 7:8, 

I' fo llowetl by Re,·. T. C. Hunnicutt Sunday at 9 a m . the s tanrl was 
occ-upier! by Re,-. D joiner, who pr~ached from Timothy, 4th chapter, 
followecl by Re\·, J. l\1 . King. Saturday at t t a.m. the stand was occu­
p iecl by Re,·. ~- C. 1\Iartin, who preached from Hebrews 12:1. 

Miscellaneous Business. 
Miscellaneous Business was called, aud the following busi­

ness di:;posed of : 
Appointed Corresponding Messengers to our sister Associa­

tions, as follows: To the Liberty, Rev. J. R. Brown; to the 
Georgia.Union, Reys. ]. J. J ones, J . R . Brown; to the Martin, 

.... Rev: J. R. Brown. 
By motion of the body, further correspondence to our sister 

Associations sha11 be by sending them Minutes. 
The Circular Letter, read by Re·v. ]. J. Jones, was ordered 

printed in the Minutes of this session. 
~y motion, it was agreed to .bold the same Executive Com­

mittee, except Bros. \V. H . Emmerson and W. H . Jones. Bros. 
W . Q. Rayborn and J. R. Baty were appointed in their stead. 

Bro .A. B. Posey ha,"T}ng arrived, from New Prospect Church , 
the regular order of business was suspended, the letter read 
and the delegate seated in the body. \ J 

(. 
Agreed that this body correspond with the·General Confer­

ence of the Freewill Baptist by letter. 
By motion, it was agreed that Rev. W . H. Holmes should 1 write the next Circular Letter to this body. 

• 
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Union Meetings. · , 

The First District meets with Bethel Church, Macon county , 
Ga., commencing Friday night before the ' first Sunday in 
August, 1904. ~onveyances will m~et correspondents at / 
Ogletborp~ on Friday. · 

The Second District meets with Spring Hill Church, Marion 
county, Ga . . commencing on Friqay night before the fifth 
Sunday in July, 1904. Convevances will meet correspondents _..,.­
at Buena Vista on Friday. 

OrganJu tlon and Orde~ of Business of Ualon Meetings. 

The body called to order by the Moderator, if be is present; 
if not present the body may select some suitable member to 
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act as Moderator pro tern. Organize by prayer. Call for 
corresponding Letters. Election of Moderator and Clerk. 
Invite visiting brethren to seats. Appointment of committees. 
Call for correspondents. Appointment of correspondents. 
Appoint time and place of holding the next session. Call for 
reports · from committees. Call for miscellaneous business. 
Call for reading and adopting minutes. Adjournment. 

Minlsferial Roll. 
J R Brown _____________________________ . _____ Ashburn , Ga 
T P Young _____ ___ __ ____________________ __ Columbus, Ga 
B F Green ____ _______ . ______ .. _______________ . Butler, Ga 
W C Duffell ._ .. ______ . _____ ___ ___ . ___ ____ . ____ SaYille, Ala 

W J Feeny --------------------------- -------- Macon, Ga 
W A Hooks_--- - _____ __ : . ___________ ___ ___ __ Phenix, Ala 
J H Dupree _________________ Americus, Ga., R F D._, No.3 
A Smith _________ _____ __ ____ Americus, Ga., R F D., No.3 
T P Carr. ____________________ _____ ______ __ Potten•ille, Ga 
J A Cobb ______________ _____ .. ____ ____ ______ Americus, Ga 
Z T Bone ____________ . ___ .. ___ . _____ ___ _______ _ B u tier, Ga 
J M King ____________ · ______ Oglethorpe, Ga., R F D., No.3 
D Joiner _______ ~ . ___ . ___ ______ .. __________ Columbus, Ga 
J J J 011es- - __________________________ _ •. Garden Valley, Ga 

' ,,.-Af.--c Hunnicutt_ __ . ________________________ Skipperton , Ga 
--- Vl B Posey. ________ ____ ___________________ . Reynolds , Ga 

W J Lunipkin ___ ___ ____ __ ___ _______ _______ ___ Gene\·a, Ga 

C C Grimsley .. - ------ ----------------------- Juniper, Ga 
T C Newberry ----------------------------8kipperton , Ga 
W D GilL _______ ________ ____ __ _____ ___ Stewart's Mill , Ga 
W H Emerson. _______ .. ____ Oglethorpe, Ga., R F D., No. 2 
W H Holmes ________ --- · No. 2.33 "rclfair Street , Macon , Ga 

Llcenflates. 
M L King ______________ __________________ Oglethorpe, Ga 

""'' J Lee _______ . ___ ____ ____ ___ _____________ Ski pperton, Ga 
W N CarrolL ___________________ -- ------ __ . Columbus. Ga 
H C Brown ____ ___ _________ No. 1213 Lee Street, Macon, Ga · _. 
B C Brown ________________ Americus, Ga., R F D ., Box 110 
R A Fuller __ __________________________ ______ __ Willet .. Ga 
J M Culpepper_ ________________ ____________ Alphonso, Ga 
H L Lumpkin ____ ---- _____ __ _ -- ------ _______ _ Rabbi t, Ga 
W B Gable __ __ __ __ __________ __ : __ ___ ______ Columbus, Ga 
W T Lovick . ________ __ . ___ __ ___________ ___ Potterville, Ga 
W R Merrett_ ________ ____________ 

1 
____ ____ Potterville, Ga 

• 
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Cllurcbes. Clerks. Posfolflces. 
Trinity----------------\V D GilL _______ Stewart's Mill, Ga 
Pleasant HilL ________ -J W Brewer ___ _____ _____ _ Royal , Ga 
Friendship _________ J E Jones-~ Americus. Ga., R F D., No.3 
BetheL ____ _ --· ____ W G McGlamery ____________ Butler, Ga 
Oak Grove _________ --J T Hardy_~ _________ An1erson's, Ga 
Turner's ChapeL : ________ _ j q' Davis ______ -'- --- Butler, Ga 
Liberty ChapeL ___ ______ . H '9 .. Brown ___________ Macon, Ga 
Mt. OHYe __________ G W ~ews __________ Potterville, Ga 
New bife ______________ R ' 13-, Wall ______ ____ ---:.--Rabbit, Ga 
Spring Hill ____________ G D·Perry ____________ Bentville, Ga 
Corinth -- ------ -------G W · PooL ________ Buena Vista, Ga 
New Prospect_ _________ A .B Posey ______ ____ _ Reynolds , Ga 
Shiloh ____________ Q C Hill,· Qglethorpe, Ga., R F D. , No.4 
Columbus ______ ---- ____ C Hobbs _________ ___ Columbus, Ga 
Bethona ______________ -J G Lee ____________ -.-_Juniper, Ga 
Macedonia ___ . __ --· _____ M Elkins ________________ Yale, Ala 
Friendship ( Ala.) _____ Jos McLemore __________ Phenix, Ala 

. Correspen~lag Lefler. 
DEAR BRETHREN--Qur session has been a pleasant one: 

brotherly loYe existed, peace and harmony preyailed and the 
Spirit of God seems to tVJe !'liJd reign supremely in our hosts, 
and the cause of Christ is poogr~tng and Zion is moving on. 
May the Angel of Peace and the love of God rest and abide 
wi,Ul you all is our prayer. ·· -·. . · \V. D. GILL, Clerk. 

0 ~ ~'* rles. 

Departed this life June.' ~·I90J , aged fifty-three years, 
Sister M. A. Campbell. ·sb · _ · 5 ~ member of ~iberty Chapel 
Church, Macon. Bibb . co~~ -. ~~ Ga. She united with the 
church June 22d, 1902, a~ct!lifj· a faith!ul member up to l1er 
death. She was p'r.ostrate·~uP.9t,~e bed for several mouths, 
but she endured it without

1

fl mf£rtinur. ;N.o doubt she thought 
of the blessed Word, where J.t -·saJrs, " Whom the Lord loveth 
He chasenetli and scourgeth every on~ whom He receiveth. 
Just before she passed away she called her children to her 
bedside and told them the .Lord had com~ and she must go, 
and may her children prepare t<? meet her. She leaves three 
children to mourn her loss. ' Farewell sister, till we meet upon 
the-banks of swee~ deliv~rance, to part. no more. ,/ 

W. H. HOLMES, Pastor. 

Departed this life, August 7th, 1903, aged forty years, Sister_.. 
Mary Jane Amerson. She was a member of Liberty Chapel 
Church, Macon, Ga. She united with the church in 1900and 
lived a faithful member until death. She was in bad health 

.-
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for a long t ime, but she endured it with pafience, and passed 
away in the triumph of a living faith. She leaves a husband 
and four children to moum her loss, bnt we feel that our loss 
is her eternal gain . Farewell sister, till we meet to part no 
more. R EV. W. H. H OLMES, Pastor . 

Departed this life September 1oth, 1903, Sister Julia Sper­
lin. Sister Sperlin was a consistent member of Providence 
Church; ana she has ~one to join the throng in the sweet 
beyond. 

Sister, res t from toi l an<l sorrow, 
J>ealh is upon thy sl umber- dawns no m orrow 
R~st, th y earthly n~ce is r un, 
Slife)" res t w1tb Christ fore\'er 
In His mi,.;lny, boundless )o,·e, 
From Him ne,·er m ore to se,·er, 
Soon we will be wi th tlu~e aho,·e 

D. JOINER, Pastor. 
- - -

Departed th is life, May 2 2 , 1903, Sister El iza Wells, aged 
about njnety years. She was a member of the Freewill Bap­
tist Church at New Life, Marion county, Ga. She was a 
faithful member for many years. She suffered ma.Jly weeks 
before her death. She called her children around her bed to 
talk to them, but she was too weak to talk , but said she was 
ready to go . She leav~s eight child ren and three sisters and a 
host of friends to.mourn her loss. \Ve feel that our loss is her 
eternal gain . CLERK. 

' --:-Departed this li fe, October 7th, 1902, Sister Sallie Rogers . 
r / She was a member of the United Fr~will Baptist Church at 

Mt. Olive, Taylor county, Ga. She joined at Providence 
Church , in Muscogee county, years ago, and was baptized in 
the name of tpe Fath~r. Son and H oly Ghost. She was a 
faithful member up to death. On the day that Christ called 
her home, she expressed her willingness to go, and said, • 'my 
way is dear.'' and bade her loved ones farewell and fell asleep 
in the arms of Jesus. May they all remember the example 
she left them, to meet her in H eaven. She leaves a husband 
to mourn her loss. Farewell, dear sister, till we meet again . 
Sister, rest from t9il and sorrow. Death is over and life is 

,.,won; safely rest with Christ forever-soon we will be ·with 
thee. REv . J . J . joNES. 

Executive Committee. 
T J Lee, Skipperton , Ga; G W Fulford, Royal Ga; W Q 

Rabun, Oglethorpe, Ga; A S Waller, Stewart's Mill, .Ga; 
R A Britt, Columbus, Ga ; G W Pool, Buena Vista, Ga; J R 
Baty, Smithville, Ga. 

\ 
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CIRCULAR LE.TTfR ON WORKS. 

DEAR BRE'I'HREN-It lia{ pleased the righte_.gus will of 
Almighty God for me to addreSs you all through the medium 
of a circular letter, and I sb::HJ . try to put forth a few of the 
many reasons why we belie,·e in works. 

There are many who oppo~e us and say that there is no use 
in works- that when Chris t died on the Cross of Calvary that 
He said it was finished. Of course we believe H e finished His 
works, which ·was His Father's will. ''EYetl hereunto were 
ye called,, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 

·example that ye should follow His steps. who did no sin, 
neither was guile found in }!is mouth. Therefore we believe 
in working the works 0\ Righteousness , for we find in I. John, 
iii ' 10: "Whosoever doeth not Righteousness is not of God. " 
Now what shall -become~£ tlio5e. who work not the works of 
righteousness and not do th,i/ works the Lord ha::; commanded 
them to do? "And these shall go away into e,·erlasting pun­
ish1hent," (but the righteo~ that is those who work the 
works of righteousness out o~pure heart ,) "these shall enter 
into life etental."-Matt. ~~6. Was not Abraham, our 
father, justified by works w~ee bad offered his son upon 
the altar ? "Se~t t~ou. h~-~ith wrought w~~h His works 
and by works was fatth mad~r~ect.'.'~Ja!t~es 11 . 21-22. Ye 
see then liow that 'by wor)fs,~~pan IS .. JUSttfied, and not by 
faith ; so thet1, we are justiftea 6.-¥. works-. that is doing what 

• ' '( It-

the Lord has command~d. l!S 't9:_.do-and .not by faith only. 
Now, them tliat the Lord~ j ustified He~·-arlso glorified and con­
formed them to the image of His Son , for.. as the body without 
the Spirit is dead , so faith without· \vorks- is dead. Also, so 
then a man that hath not works is dead to the love of God . 
Wilt thou, uow, 0 vain mao say, that faith \vitbout works is 
dea.dl! Yea, a man ~ay say, that I 11avefaitb and I have works /'" 
"Show me thy fattb without thy works and I will show 
thee my faith by my works."-James ii :' 18. What doth it­
profit a mau to say he hath faith apd hath uot works. Can 
faith save him? So, then, we believe it takes works. faith __. 
and grace, hope and belief in God to complete us in J esus 
Christ our Lord; therefore, it becometh all the believing 
childr.en in God to fulfill all righteousness. by works and faith, 
hope and grace, which is love for God. "If you love Me you 
will keep my commandments; now, therefore, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that 
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worketh in you, both to will and to do, of His good pleasure, 
that ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, 
without rebuke, in the midst 'Of a crooked and perverse nation, 
whom ye shine as lights in this world. "-Phil. ii . 12, 13, 1 5· . 
Therefore, we belie\\e that the works of man is the light of 
man. We belieYe that ~an has to work out his own salvation 
to a perfection-that is, he must be blameless before God and 
hannless before men. ''Let your light so shine before the 
world that 10thers may see your good works, and l'e con­
strained to glorify the Father who art in Heaven . Behold, I 
come quickly, and my reward is with me to give every man 
according as his work shall be."-Rev. ii . r2. Now, to those 
who oppose works, and do not believe in them, what will your 
reward be? Can you expect the reward of eternal life when 
you have not laborc!d in the vineyard of the Lord. Some 
say that they cannot do anything 'towards the saving of their 
souls. Now, if Christ is going to reward us according to our 
works, you that do not work, you may not expect any reward 
from the Lord. Bt!t I am fearful that you will hear the great 
sentence, "Depart from me. ye workers of iniquity, for I never 
knew yon"; therefore, be not deceived. God is not mocked, 
"for whatsoever a man soweth that shall be reap, for he that 
soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he 

' ..--;t-hat soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life everlast­
·-' ing."-Gal. vi. 7, 8. " And the sea _gave up the dead, which 

were in it, and death and bell delivered up the dead, which 
were in•tbem, and they were judged. every man according to 
his work. "-.Rev. xix. 13. 

And now, dear reader, let .us observe the Gospel and take 
warning, knowing that in a day we know not when that justice 
will overtake every man, for ''we shall be weighed in the 
balances of justice and every man rewarded according to his 
works,'' and may the Lord help us to live so that we may 
hear the welcome words, ''Come ye blessed of mine and 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 

, the world. REv. J. J. JONES. 

\ 
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CONSTITlJTION 
of the 

Cbatfaboocbee United fr~ewill Baptisf Association. 

Resolved, That we form an association upon the principles 
laid down in the Holy Scriptures-, tg-wit : Associations appear 
from Scripture and ecclesiastical.\Jistory to have been originally 
formed , not from any posith·e 1nj:unction, either from Christ or 
his Apostle.<;, but from mere exJ.ie4iency for the purpose of con­
centrating the efforts of individua1 churches and brir~ng them 
to bear with greater energy upo'n_ the subjects designed to be 
accomplished by tho~e churches: They were also considered as 
advisory council, and resorted to as such , but never claimed 
any right of lording it over G~'s heritage, nor was their 
advice considered binding on tlie churches. I n a word, associ­
ations were wholly dependent on churches, and churches were 
not dependent ·upon associations, and notwithstanding the 
power arrogated to themselves by some modern Baptist Asso­
ciations, we view them as being. nowhere preceuented by the 
primitive usages of any self-created bodies. 

We, the delegate!:. from our respective churches, being 
authorized by said church~-; . do agree to form ourselves into 
an Association; to· be. knowh by) lie 11ame of the Chattahoochee 
United Freewill Baptist AosoCJ.ation, . and we promise not to 
withdraw ourselves from this Association without firs t stating 
our ~sons to the body for suc~utended withdrawal.· 

It is proposed by the Assoc~on, first. to promote revivals ~ 
of religion by camp and pr.oa meetings. Secondly, to 
take au active part in Honie ' ~< ons. It is not i.ntended by 
this Associfltion tQ discus~ qtt '~: "".o<~t It is not the design of this 
Association to interfere in any,.,Wkf;.with tbe .. independence of 
churches co'mposing "it. It i$ no(ii1tende8 to establish creeds, 
rules of discipline, Or to mak~ anx. law WhateYer lO bind the 
church~. but to leaye each church to regulate its owu affairs. 

W e, as an Association, tak-e the Old and Nt!w Testaments 
as our confess!ot of faith , as relates to the independency. 

We believe that a duly organized church ' consists of a con­
gregation of saints, baptir.ed upon a creditable profession of 
faith in Christ. Christ is the only Christian ' taw-giver and 
supreme head of the churches, and the ·w.ord of God the only / 
infallible rule of faith. and practice. Every man has an inali­
enable right to private j,udgment i~ concerns of religion, and · 
an equal right to express his opinion in an)r way which will 
not violate the laws of God or the right of his fellow-man . _..,. 

l 
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A church has a right to adopt such measures only as are in 

accordance with the 'Vord of God, and such.are deemed neces­
sary .to carry into e.fleCt the great system vf practice. 

The chureh is the hig.hest ecclesiastical tribunal on earth, 
from whose decision there is no appeal. 

This constitution may be altered or amended at any meet­
ing of the Association by two-thirds of the body. 

Read and adopted the above as the Constitution of the 
Chattahoochee United Freewill Baptist Association . 

• 

CHURCH DECORUM. 
1 'rhe church may choose a pastor annually at the last regular confer- .. 

ence in assocjational year; or, H they prefer it, may choose a pao;tor for 
a n indefinite length of time to con tinue from year to year, so long as 
they may deem it proper to keep up th e connection. 

2. \\"hen it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at any other 
time: but if the choice be made at a special conference, the time must be 
appoiuteu at a mouthly meeting of the church. 

3. The pastor shall be Moderator of the church, but when be is absent, 
o r does not sit as .Moderator, being present, some s11itable brother shall 
be appointed to sit in his place. 

4. Th~re shall be two or more d~cous in the church. whose duty it 
shall be to sup~rintend the collection and disbursement oi the contribu­
tions made by the church for the pastor, etc., and to d istribu te the bread 
and wine in the administration of the Lord 's Supper. 

5· The deacons shall . take notice of such members as refuse or neglect 
to partake of the Lonl's Sup~r, and endea,·or to ascertain the cause, 
that thP. same may be laid before the church in conference, if necesSH ry. 

6. Some suitRblt:. member shall be appointecl Clerk , and it shall be his 
cluty to (}o all the recordi ng and other writing pertainiug to the business 
of the church . a ml to preserYe a file of the minutes of the Association. 

\ r--:- j. When a new Clerk is appointed, all the boo I•~· minutes, etc. , bdong-
- 1 ing to the Clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by !tis p redecessor. 

8. \Vben the church deems it necessnry, a committee of uot Jess than 
three uulle members. well acquainted with busitu::ss, shall be appointed, 
whose duty it Ahall be to g i,·e adyice to brethren who npply to them 
relath·e to cases. of tlealing, etc., with tlte church. 

9. The church shall hold a two days' meP.ting monthly, embracing 
Saturday and the I..orrl 's clay following. the first o f which shall be the 
regular time of conference. . 

10. It shall be the duty of ewry member, male and female, to attend 
e:tch conference meetin'g if they can; for on that clay th e pastor is ex­
p~ctecl to instntct the church in special manner by ~iving plain and 
pointed lessons on doctrine, cliscipline anrl the rules of holy Jiving. 

11 . Any male member who shall fail to attend three successh·e confer­
ences, and a uy mentber whatever who may he generally remiss in attend­

~ ing the meetings of the church , according to the co,·enant (Article Jo}, 
shall be cited to appear in conference anc answer for his neglect, but the 
church mav exempt members from this rule if necessary. 

12. Conference shall he:openecl'llnd conducted as follows: Prayer (un}eS!; : 
divine services have just been concluded, and generally then).. 2. Invite 
visiting members to seats 3, Open the doors for the recepnon of mem­
bt:rs. 4. Call fo!' absentees. s. For acknowledgements. 6 . For refer-
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ence or deferred business. 7· Formatters of dealing which are in order 
to coa;te before the church . ~- For miscellaneous business. 

13. Yisiting brethren, as helps a. llecl in from sis t:r churches, shall be 
allowecl to speak a nd make motions or seconds, but not allowed to ,·ote. 

14. An orclerly member of the Baptist Church may be receh·ed into the 
church without a letter, when it 1s matle a pparent tJtat bis Christian 
character is unimpeachable, and that he has applietl for n letter Hllcl 
could not obtain it 

15. No member shaH be receh·ed without the una nimous consent of 
the metubers present. but unr~sonable Qbjec~ion~ shall not be. ,·aliO., ~mel 
unless withdrawn, the member who tnal<es them shall be liable to be 
taken under tlCHling by the Church. ·. . ' · ' 

16. When the Moderator cH IIs for',ahseritees, the Clerk sha ll in form 
the church wbat ·male members b.t~:~.,.J>een absent f rom thrt:e successi \"e 
conferences, a nd the Moderntor shall·;appoint !-tome brothc:r or brethren 
to cite eacl1 of them to the next caii£-erence. 

17. No member shall be expelled ,.linless he bas been cited""Verbally o r 
in writing, to attepd his trial; prodded, his residence be lwown tu the 
church. · 

18. When :\ witness, not a mem ber of the ch urch, is iulroclucctl , he 
shall not be examined till the questiQn bas been put to the church : Will 
you bear the testimuny of this witness? 

19. The e\·idence in e\·ery case of dealing a ml acknowlerlgment shall 
be minuted in the church book 

20. · Me mbers t.l ismi&.>etl from the church bY letter, who become disor­
derly, or contin.ue to hold their letters woithout a good reason, shall be 
cited to the confer~nce to answer fo r their conduct. 

21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on their petition, 
if their wa lk since expulsion bas convinced th e church that they ha\"e 
sincerely repented of their foryner e\·il. 

22. A 1·ote shall not be tal.eu. u pon any question without a move and 
a second, a nd in all important fJ'l~stions the ,·ote shall be taken uy ri~"ing 
to the feet. · ./ -

2J. No motion shall be made wh ile a fllO\"e an d second is before the 
con~rence. · . 

24. 41ft shall be considerctl disor:derl~or an t· member to absent himself 
from confereuce when :~n iJ.npOrtal·"": nestion is to he clecirlerl; but a 
~nember! upon his request, may be ' ""· 1pted frem ,·oting on eith er side 
m pecuhar cases : :S 

25. No member shall )ea,·e the b~~~~ring conference w.ithout a suffi­
cie nt cause, nor e ngAge in couv~~ or whispering without being 
subjected to be ca lled "to onlt>r ·~>y dtc-~_Jierator · 

26. All disC!JSsions in confereuc.e~~ be conducted with CHimncss and 
good feeling; those who ' speak nW~l"~ to their feet <uu\ address the 
Moderator, and keep to the poi!!t-1~ the ~ebate. . 

27. No one shall speak more than three' times tm the same motion with­
out permission from the Moderator, nor ~all tb~ remarks of a nyone be 
unreasonably ]nng. 

28. When the Moderator speaks in rlebate he must nominate some 
brother Modt>rator in his steaci. . ' 

29 . No one shall be intermpted while spealdng, unless it is nece~.ITY 
to call him to order. , • · 

30. I~ shall be the rule of the church to attend to the administration of 
the Lofd's Supper at le~t four tjmes a year, and the expenses are to be 
paid by the church • 

31. M~mbers not in good standing shall not connuune. but the ad min- · 
istratiou shall not be rleferred on accou nt of am· ordinary matter of 
dealing. · 

\ 

• 

./ 
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32. Feel wash in~ shall be attended to as the church see!! proper. 
33· Public fasting humiliation and prayer, shall be obsen·ecl on proper 

occasions. 
3-t· The Decorum ma)~e-amended or alte .. ecl by the \'Ote o( two-thirds 

o( the members p resent at any two successh·e m onthly coufer-!nces 

GOVf RNMMENT AND ORDINANCES. 
r. \V~ believe tl111t a gospel church , o r a church of Christ, is acong re-

1-{ation o£ Christians , constituted ancl governed accordi ng to tbe rules 
la id clown in the Kew Testam ent. 

2 . That these rules require churches to presen·e the ft)nn of gO\·eru­
ment 1mrt the orrlinances o£ the first Chrhti;~n church es. ;tllcl to be com­
posecl of' baptizecl belien"t·s in Christ. 

3· That the visible dl'trch is the aggreJ.{ate or whole number o ( gospel 
church es, and that the invisible church is com posed bf the n:cleemecl 
now in lle;l\'en , ancl such Christians on e;trth as are not attached to the 
,·isible accor<ling to J.{Ospel rules. 

4· That the 1establi~hment of a central or Catholic ~o,·ernment O\'er 
the \'isihlc church , or a ny part thereof. IS a cle,·ise of e;;~rthly ambition 
repugnant to the wort! of Gorl, suh\·ersi\·e of the churches and danger­
ous to the liberties of men 

5· That the gospel church es are the o nly ecclesiasticallmdie:. o r tribu­
nals :lllthorizerl by the Scriptures; that each church h:ts th e nnrestricted 
right to administer its own go,·ernment without su perdshm or inter­
ference; bein~ u nder Christ essen t ially indepenrlent 11nd absolute; a nd 
that if this nJ.{llt be surrenrlererl to a superintending jurisdiction, by 
delegation o r o therwise, tbe assembly t11en ce;~ses to be a gospel church. 

6 That churches may, ne,·er the':!ss. we suppose. m ee.t by •fcle­
gates. fom1 a n :•ssociation , and tleclan: the terms upon which they 
will lu:ep up a fri enrlly correspondence; but that the rig hts anti au­
thority of ch urches beiilg inalienable are in no wise compromised or 
h inderer\ by entering into.au as90ciation . a nd therefore associations ha\'e 
no shadow of a uthority o\·er churches o r imli\'icluals, their only power 
being to tra nsact b usiness which does not pertain to churc hes in their 
ecclesiastical capacity. or to promote mutual intercourse and a coucen-

.....--J,ration of volunta n · effort, anti to gi\·e that aclvice to the church which 
r- -' n•igll t witlJ equal a·ntho rity. he g h·en by auy imlivirlual. 

7. That the auth ority of church is designed for thP perpetuation o£ 
th e true religion of the J.{O!'pel, and the preservation n( a pure and orderly 
borly of Christians on earth: that it is full y sufficient for the purposes 
intemled. but tb at it does not extencl to the per l'Ons, property or con­
sciencies of men in a ny case whate\'er. 

8. That the only requisites to church m ember'l>hip are faith in Christ 
and obedience to ~ospel; that faith in Christ necessarily ex ists in the 
connection with the belief in th e fundamental tru .lls o ( Christianih·, and 
that to prescribe to a ny other requisite o£ church membership ~is an 
assumption o £ authority on the part of the church and a departure from 
·the plAn of the gospel. 

9· That the officers o£ a ch urch are elclers ancl rleacons; that eltlers 
are also called b~hnps or pastors: that all el«lers a re equal in 

, rank , though they perfonu different (unctions. since some may be the 
bishops or pastors o( particular churches, while o thers may be simply 
elders. ha\'iug no pasto ral charge. 

10. That the authority of the minister of the gospel extends to teach, 
ing, exhortation anrl rebuke, but no further; that h e cannot perform any : 
act which belongs to the authority of ll1e church, such as the reception 
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of members into the church compact, or the expulsion of offen tlers; thnt 
HS a member of the church be is no more lhan an,· other member. <tnd 
if he is guilty of transgression he is to -be hroniht to trial hefore his 

• b rethren aucl corn·ictcd or acqu itted in the S<tllle ma nner as if he were a 
private person; yd we think it p:-uclent a nd proper to call in a<h·isory 
help, especiiilly if the minister is to be trit!d upnn heresy. 

11. The Christian baptism is immersion of a belie,·er in water in the 
name of the Father. Hncl of the Son, ana- of the Hoh· Ghost. • 

12. That the Lorti's Supper, and wa~<hing of th e saiitt 's feet is nu ordi­
nance to be obsen•etl in the church til the' Lonl comes. 

13. That U1e elrlers and deacons .must be set apart 10 their offices by 
orrlination, or the' impositio n of the 4antls of the presbytery. and prayer; 
without wlifcb they are not autborizdt-'tp •administer the ordinances per-
taininJ{ to their respective offices. : ', ·· _ 

14. No preacher shall be orrlainecl unless ca lh::cl to take charge of a 
church as pastor·, or for some other g<>O!l antl sufficien t reason. 

ARTICLES Of FAITH AND DOCTRINAL VIEWS. 

1. We believe that the Holy Uihle wao; written hy meu dh·incly ino;pi red nnd is n 
treasure of Hell\'enly ia-.tructio n; that has a GoJ for it.; author, ~lvation for iL;; e nd 
and truth without any mixture of error for its ma,tter : tbat it re venls the principles 
by .which God will judge us, and therefore. that it ~hall re main with us to the encl of 
time, the true ttnter of Christian union a n d the supre me ~tandard to which all 
human conduct and opimdns s hould conform.-Re,·. x iii. 14, John v. 39· 

?. That there is one tn1e and ti9g God, 'whos~ name is jeho,·ah , the ~taker nnrl 
Ruler of H~oven and earth, inexpreS&ih1y glorious in h olin:;-ss. worth'y of all po~~ble 
honor. confidence a nd lo\••, revenl~in tl!e ,p t!rsonal distinction of Father, -:.on and 
Holy Ghost , equal in e,·ery divine p e'ffeetiou , and~xecutin~-t d istinct hut l•annonious 
offices in the grent WOrk Of redeJUption -&:fod; \;, J:.'J>s. i xxxiii. Ill . 

3· That mau wns created in a state of ho}iness under t hr lnws of his Maker, hut by 
\'Olunu.y transgression fell from that holy~ happy ~ta te, in COn<:equcuCt:' o f which 
men are now sinner.<, not by conetrainl, b~ y choice , bein~ by nature utterly \'Oid 
of that holiness required by the law of Go~i\l! "!ly.gh·eo to the grntification of the 
world, of Snlan and their own f;inful pas.o;\~nd therefort>, under just condemna­
tion to eternal ruin, without defense or ea·. ~ Gen . i. 27; ii. 7· iii. 6. 19. 2~. 

4. That the sah·ation of sinners is wbolt ce throug'h the mediatoria l office of 
the son of God, who took upon hfm ·our .~\'!-~~:~ •et without sin . honored the lnw by 
his personal o~ience, and mode atoo~menf>~in by h,is death being risen from 
the dead, he is now enthron~d in Flea~ li.ild~~iting i~ his wonderful person the 
tender sympathies with dh•ine perfectio\i, i_!' ·~ry way..,qualified to he a suitable, 
compassionate and all-sufficient Saviouf.-El»~Ji:'s; " · S; .Rom. \' ii . II , 27. 

5· That the great gospel blessings wlt1cb Chris t of his f;t\ness bestoM• on s uch as 
believe on him is justification; that justification eonsis ts in the pardon of sin and 
promise of eternal life upon p-inclples of rightequsness; tbat it is bestowed, not iu 
CODJiideration or anything which we have done, but solely throu~h hi!l own right· 
eousness and atonement and that it brings us into a state or m ost bles5t'd peace and 
favor with God.-Rom. viii. 30: E~k. X\'iji. 7'], ~; John iii, 14• 13. r6; Rom. -.;ii. 1;. 

6. That) the blessings or sah-ation are made free to all by the gospel ; that it is the 
immedilrte duty of all to rett~e them l?Y cordial and ob~iem faith. and thnt nothing 
prev•nts the salvation of the greatest sinner upon earth but his own ,·oluntary refusal 
to anbmit to the Lord Jesus {,"brist, which refu~l will subject him to an aggregated 
coodemnation.-Mark xvi. 16; John xvii. 20; lsa. :riv. 22. 

1· That in order to be sa'-ed we must be regenerated. o r born again : that regene­
ration consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind; aud is effected in a manner 
above our comprehension by the power or the Holy Spidt producing volunlary 

• 
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obedience to the gospel, and that its proper evidence is found in the holy fruits 
which we bring forth to God.-John iii . 3. 5. 7, S; Matt. iii. S, 10 • 

• That election is the e-raCloiis purpose of God, according to which he r~gcn~rat~s. 
sauctifi~s and saves sinners: that being perfectly consistent with the free 
aJ!ency of man. it comprehends all Ute means with the e nd; that it is a mo~t 
g lorious displtly of God's goodness. being infinitely w ise. holy, unchangeable; that 
it utterly excludes bo1stiug and promotes humility, praye r . praise trust in God and 
active imitation of his free me~cy; that it encourages the u,;e of means in the highest 
degree; that it is the foundation of Christian asssurance, and that to ascertain it with 
regnrd to oursch ·cs demands and deserves our utmost diligence.-Eph . i. 5. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
10, 12. 

9· That t.hc preserving atta'\hment of true believcl"!j to Christ is the grand work 
which distinguishes them from super6ci:1l pNfes~;ors; that a special providence 
watches O\•er their welfare, and that th"Y are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvat ion.-Eph . 17. 18. 

10. Thntthe law of God Is the eternal. unchangablc rule o f his go,·ernment; that 
it is holy. just aqc:J good, and that the inability which the sCri t>tures ascribe to fallen 
mnn to fulfill It:< precepts arsies entire ty from their lo,·e. of sin. to delh•c:-r them 
from which . au::! to restore them through a mediator to unfeigned obedience to the 
holy law is one desi!rn of the gospel , and of the m enus of grace connected with the 
estahlishm en r of the visible church.-~fatt. " · 17. rS; Luke lr: . 13·20, xh· 17. 

11 . Thnl the first day in the week is the l,ord's day, or Christian Sablmth; that it 
should be kept sacn:d to religious purposes by a~taing fro m all secu lar labor and 
rcer~tion : by the dir~ct observance of all thc m eans of grace, both p ri\'atc and pub­
lic. and by preparation for the rest which remains for the people of God.-Exod. 
~ix. 8: Heb. h·. 9: T-hes. i. 7; Ps. X\' i. 9· 

12. That civil$:0\'erume nt is of dh·ine appointment for the intere!'l aud good ordCJ 
of human society; that the magis tral -s are to be praye 1 for con:<cientiotisly. honored 
and obeyed in all things not cont rary to t he will o f our Lord Jesus Christ , who is 
the lord of consciences and the prince of t he ldn~s of the cnrth.-Heb. x iii. 7; Acts 
xxiii. s: Tim. , .. 17. , 

13. That the re i s a radical s ud e!'Sentia l nifference betw<>e n the righteous and 
wicked; that s uch o n ly are justified by faith in· the na m e of the Lord Jesus, an<f' 
sanctified by th e s pirit of God, as are truly righteous in his esteem . while all such 

\ as continue in impenitence and unbelief are. in his sigh~. :wicked and under the curse, 

1~ this distiuction holds a mong men both iu and after clt:ath -~latl. XX\'. 45, 46; 
,.- l>lark xvi. 16. 

14. That the e nd of this world is appronching, when Chris t will descend from 
Heaven and rai!<e the d ead frum t heir gra,·es to finnl re tribution ; that a sole-mn 
sep.'lration will 1'ten La kc place, tbe righteous be in;::- adjudged to e \ •ertnsting happi­
nes.o; and the wickcd' to e ndless punishme n t; a nd that jud~ment will fix fore\'er the 
finn! stole of m a n , in Heaven or in hell, ou principles of r ig hteousness.- John\', 25: 
Matt. XXV. J l, 32, 3.), J4, 41, 46 

\ 
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