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M INUTES . 
-'I 

The Sixty-ninth Annual Session of the Chattahoochee United FreewiU_J 
Baptist .A.eaoclation convened with Liberty Chapel Church, Bibb county, 
Ga., commencing on Thursday night before the first Sunday in October, 
1904. The Introductory Sermon was preached Friday at 11 o'clock A. ){. 

by Rev. J . J . Jones, from Isa. lxii. 10, followed by Rev. R.N. D. Gill. 
After an intermission of two h'ours for refreshments, the former · 

Moderator, Rev. J. M. King, being ~bsent, the body was called to order 
by the Assistant Moderator,· Rev. J. R. Brown. The former Clerk was 
in hie seat. Singing and prayer by Rev. J . R. Brown. 

"he ~t blJSineee was an invitation to visiting brethren to seats with 
os in the body. 

The next business in order was a call for Corresponding Letters, and 
letters were received from twelve churches in the Association. 

On motion of the body, Bros. W. C. Jones and J . W. Brewer were 
a-ppointed to read the letters, which duty they performed, and the n&mes 

. of tbe delegates :were enrolled. 
The body then permanently organized bl' electing Rev. J . R. 'BROWN 

Moderator, and W. D. GILL, Clerk. · 
Next called for petitionary letters, and received one from Providence 

Church, and the right· band of fellowship was extended to the delegation. 
Next called for corresponding messengers, and received Revs. S. J. 

NobleP, H. V. J. Etbrage and • W. C. Jon~, from the Georgia Union 
A.eeociation. 

Committees were next appointed, as follows: 
' ,---.-:-- On Preacliing-J. L. Bartlett and W. W. Amerson from the church, 
~ and Bros. T. A. Britt, G. D- Perry, B. L. Drawhorn and T. C. Hunnicutt, 

from the body. 
On State of the Churches and Character of the Minutry-J. H. K. Jones, 

G. W. Pool; A. _L. Wall, W. D. Sanders, A.. S. Waller, J. T. Hardy and 
J. L. Bartlett. 

On Pinance-J. W. Brewer, J . J . Jones and J. T. Davis. 
On Olriluarie& and Dew:ued Ministers-W. H. Holmes, T. J . Lee and. 

G. Massey. 
On Temperance-J. J. JonE*', T. C. Hunnicutt and W. H. Holmes. 
On Lit.eratu.re-G. W. Pool, .J. W. Brewer and H . C. Brown. 
To Write Corr~qnding Ldter-W, D. Gill. . 

, On motion, the '"body adjourned until Saturday morning at 8 o'clock, 
after singing and prayer by W. ·H. Holmes. 

SECOND DAY'S SE.<:1£10N. : 
Saturday rooming at 8 o'clock the body met. Singing and prayer by 

~ev. S. J. Nobles . 
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2 MINUTES. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

On FinaJtce. 
We, your Committee on Finance, beg leave to submit the followil}g 

report: We find paid in from t.he various churches for minutes, $25.25; 
we find in the hands of the Treasurer, $4.00; we find paid in for corre-
spondence, $19.55. ' J . T. DAvxs, Ch'n . 

On Literature. 
~ -. ~ 

We, . your Committee, recommend oaf. own Literature, published at 
Ayden, N. C. , -.: .,.. . ./. . J. W. BREW~R, Ch'n. 

On Preaching.. . ' 
"" We, your Committee on Preaching, ~)eave to etibmit the follo"''ing 

report: FridaY,at i P. H., Rev. W. C. Jon~'t.o· preach;Rev. W. H. Holmes 
to follow. Sat-urday, at 11 A. M., Rev. S.~_J:~obles to preach; Rev. T. C. 
Runnicutt to follow. Saturday, at 7 J>.'·~.rRe,·. W. D. Gill to preach; 
Rev. H. C. Brown to follow. Sunday, at~ :A. M., Rev. T. C. Newberry to 
preach; Rev. B. V. J. Ethrage to follow. Sunday, at 11 ·"· IlL, Rev. J . R. 
Brown to preach; _Rev. J. J. Jones to follow. Sunday at 3 P. H., Rev. 
W. H. Holmes to preach; Rev. T. J . Le~ to follow. Sunday, at i P. u., 
Rev. W. C. Jones to preach. · G. D. PERRY, Ch'n. 

On State of the Churches and Character of the Ministry. 
We, your Co.mmittee: beg leave to make the following report: We find 

all the churches in ~ood e~ding. except Erieb.dship and Macedonia, of 
Lee count-y, Ala .. W:e·recom.rpend that th~y be dropped from this body, 
as they have not been represented for several years and are not holding 

(

. sew:fi·nd the ministers i~ g~ sta~~i~g, except W. J. Fr~ny. We) 
recommend t hat his nam~ 0e stricl9m fro~ .the ministerial roll, as he has 
already been expelled from pis chu'?:ch lot noD-attendance and drunken­
ness. We recommend that Bro. J. 'M.,_Posey be reinstated as a minister 
of the.gospet · · . · , · G. W. Poot., Ch'n. 

• Qn· 

We, your Comn1ittee, beg leave to 
that t.he pastors of the churches write 
the Clerk for publication. 

•! .... • ... 

. On Tem*ii*i· 

rellQrt: We recommend 
and hand them to 

W. H. BourES, Ch'n . 

We, your Committee, ~~eave .to mc•litli:o•'W_..n following report: We find 
that the word Temperance means wo~ expresses, and we 
earnestly appeal tp the ~?ret~ren tO~~neider the word 
Temperance, and abstain from and· .be temperate in all 
thi~gs. ' · ·' • . ;r, J. JoNES, Ch'n . 

· Order of Preacblng • . . 
. , 

Friday, at 11. A. u., the stand ~as ~opie.d -by ~w,~ J . 1. Jones, who 
preached _9-om !sa. lxii. 10, followed by Rev. w. D: GilL· 

Friday, at 7 P . M., the stand was . occupied by Rev~ )V. C. Jones, who 
preached from ll. Kings xix. ' l6, 'followed by Rev. W. H. Holme8. 
. Saturday, at 11 A. x., the stand was-occupied by Rev.:-s. J. Nobles, who 
preached from ll. Peter i. 5, 6, 7, foll9wed by Rev. T. C. Hunnicutt. 
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Saturday, at 7 P.M., the stand was occupied by Rev. W. D. Gill, who 
preached from lea. i. 18, followed by Rev. H. C . .Brown. / 

Sunday, at 9 A. !ol., the stand ~as occupied by Re''· T. C. Newberry, 
who preached from Thee. iv. 11, followed by Rev. H . V. J. Etbrage. 

Sunday, at 11 A. )t., the stand was occupied by Re'v. J. &."Brown, who 
preached from Matt. xii. 81, 82, followed by Rev. J. J . Jones. 

Sunday, at 4 P. 'M., the stand was occupied by Rev. J . J . Jones, who 
preached from Gen. vi. 24, followed by Rev. W. H. Holmes. 

Sunday, at 7 P. )t. , the stand was occupied by Rev. W. C. Jones. 

Miscellaneous Business. 
Miscellaneous business was called, and the following disposed of: 
Appointed corresponding messengers to our sister Associations, as 

follows: 
To the liberty-Revs. J . R. Brown, J. J. Jones. 
To the Georgia Union-Revs. W. D. Gill, J. H. Brown. 
To the Middle Georgia-Rev. W. H. Holmes. 
On motion of the body, further correspondence to our sister .A.esocia­

tions shall be by sending the~ minutefl. 
On motion of the body, it was agreed to pay the expenses of all 

ordained ministers visiting this Association as correspondents. 
The Circular Letter read by Rev. W. H. Holmes was ordered printed 

in the minutes of this session. 
On motion, it was agreed tbat Rev. J. R. Brown should write next 

Circular Letter to this body. 
On motion, it was agreed to adopt the Jetter as prepared oy the Clerk 

to tbe General Conference, at Dunn, N. C. 
On motion, it was agreed to adopt the reSolution offered by Rev. T. C. 

Hunnicutt, that each church se~d in a small amount for the purpose of 
repairing and building new churches. 

On motion, the body adjourned until 2 o'clock 1'. ~1., after singing and 
' 1 -,n-ayer by Rev. T. C. Hunnicutt. 
r -

A.FTERNOON SESSION. 
The afternoon session was opened with singing and prayer by Rev. 

W. D. Gill. · 
Agreed that this body meet with Turner's Chapel Churcp, Taylor 

county, Ga., commencing on Thursday night before the first Sunday in 
October, 1905, the Introductory Sermon to be preached Friday, at 11 
o'clock A. M., by Rev. W. H. Holmes; alternate, Rev. W. D. Gill. Dele­
ptes going by railroad will be met at Butler on Thursday. 

On motion of the body, Revs. W. D. Gill and W. J. Lumpkin were 
appointed to assist Rev. C. C. Martin in ordaining Bro. W. N. Carrol, of 

, Providence Church~ 
On motion, it was agreed to publish a form of church organization in 

the minutes. 
On motion, it waa·agreed to publish a blank form of Aseociation letter 

in the minutes. • 

• 
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Ordered · that the Clerk be ~d $10.00 for his services, and that he­
have 500 oopies of the .minutes printed and distributed among the· 
churches. 

On motion, it was agreed that the Treasurer hold $5.25 for corre--· 
spondence until called for by the body. 

On motion, thanks were retur!!ed w t~ · church and community for 
their kindnees and hospitality during our stay with tbem. . · 

On motion, the .Associatipn adjourn~~·~·; meet with Tu~r's Chapel' 
Chnrch at the time and place above stAted. ;;~Singing and prayer by Bev. 
J. J. Jones. · REv:~:.t. R. BROWN, Moderawr. 

REV. w. D:--GILL, Clerk. -: .. ~;L,: -
U~lon Meeti~is. 

The First District meets with Pleasant Hill Church, Schley county, Ga.,. 
commencing Friday night before tbe fifth Sunday in July, 1905. Con­
vey&Iices will meet correspondents at' EUaville on Friday. 

The Second District meets with New Life Church, Marion county, Ga.,. 
commencing on Friday night before the 1irst Sunday in August, 1905. 
Conv~yances will meet correePQndents at Howlrd on' Friday. 

Order of Bustaw of Union Meetings. 
• The body called to ord~r -br-\he ~od~rator, if he is present. If not . 

present the l>ody may select eom,_su1table member to act as ¥oderator· 
protem. ; ~ , · · 

Organize by prayer, and call fo.r '6or~onding Letters. 
Election of Moderator and Cler.k:: / , ' · 
Invite 4Nsiting Brethren to seats. ·: · 1: : 
Appointment of. Comi:Dittees. ' ~ 
Call for Correspondents. . -~~·: 
Appointment of Correspondents. . · ~ 
Appoint time and place of holding t ~ · t session. 
Call for Reports of CommittA!es; ~1~~:<. 
Call for Miscellaneous BU!Jnese.. ,: ~ ;dU{ :~ , .. 
Call for reading and ad~ptlng :Minj~'i~~ !~ ~ 
Adjournment. · . . -~ · ·· .. ~ ·--~ . . :f:: 

· . Mlnlstetlal Roll. · · .... . . . i· .. , ..... 
J. R. Brown .... ............ · . .. ... •.. , ••... A.Ifhburn, Ga. 
T. P. Young .... .............. . ... ... . .. .. Coi~qibus, . Ga .. 
B. F. Green ... ... ............ ... ... : .. ... ; . Butler, Ga. 
W. C. Duffell ......... ... ....... , .... . . . : .. Saville, Ala. 
J . H..:J Dnpree, R. F. D., No. S .... • : ••••. · .•. Aui~rlcus, Ga. 
A. Smith, R. F. D., No. S .... · . . . .......... Ameflc~, Ga. 
T. P. Qlrr .•.• •. . ..... .' . .• : .......•. . · .. : .. Po~ville, Ga. 
J. s. Cobb .... ..••... •.... .. .... .. .... .... Americus, Ga. 
Y. T. Bone ......•••....... . ...••.. . ... .. .. Butler, Ga. 
J . M. King, R. F. D., No. S .. . . .........••. Oglethorpe, Ga.. 
D. Joiner .. . ... ...•.. ..... ............ .... Columbus, Ga. 

-
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.J. J . Jones .... .. . .........••.......... .. .. Garden Valley, 6a. 
"T. C. Hunnicutt . . . . ............. . .. . ...... Skipperton, Ga. 
W. B. Poeey ..... -· . . ......... ..• •....... Jleynolds, Ga. 
W . J . Lumpkin ........... .. ... . .......... Rabbit, Ga. 
E. C. Gineley ........ ... .................. Juniper, Ga. 
W. T. Lovick ......... .. ............... . .. Pottersville, Ga. 

• 'T. C. Newbeny ...... ... ...... ........... . Skipperton, Ga. 
W . D. Gilt, R. F. D., No. 1 ................ Tazewell, Ga. 
W. H. Emerson, R. F. D., No. 3 .. .......... Oglethorpe, Ga. 
W. H. Holmes ........................... Dublin, Ga. 
H.· C. Brown ..... . ......... . .............. Macon, Ga. 
H. L. Lumpkin ........ . ............... .. .. Rabbit, Ga. 
J. M. Posey . ........... . .................. Reynolds, Ga. 

LlCENTJATES. 
M. J . Kjng ..... .... .......... ... ... .. ... .. Oglethorpe, Ga. 
'T. J . Lee ..... ..... .... . . ... . .... .. .. .... .. Ek:ipperton, Ga. 
W . N. Ourol, R. F. D., No. 3 ........ ... . .'.Columbus, Ga. 
B. 0. Brown, R. F. D., box 110 ..•••••.•..•• .Americus, Ga. 
'R. A. Fuller ....... .............. . ....... . Willet, Ga. 
J . M. CQlpepper ... . ....... .. ... . ...... . .. Alphonso, Ga. 
W. B. Goble .. . ............................ ColumbuP, Ga. 
W. R. Merrett .... ... ..... . ... . ... .... .... Pottersville, Ga. 

CBUBCB.IS. CLEBXB. POST 0FFJCE8. 

New Life ............. R. B. Wall ...... . .. .. .. ... RAbbit, Ga. 
Bethel ...... .. ... , ... W. G. McGlamery ...... .. . Butler, Ga. 
'Trinity .......... .. ... W. D. Gill, R. F. D., No.1, Tazewell, Ga. 

J New Prospect ......... A. B. Posey ..... . ...... . . Reynolds, Ga. 
Turner's Chapel ....... J . T. Davie, . .. .. . ..... . .. Butler, Ga. 

, ,.....--::-- ·Oak Grove ... ..... .... J. T. Hardy . . . . . . . . . .... Macon, Ga. 
,-' • Spring Hill ... .. .... • . G. D. Peny .. . . . ... . ..... Beneville, Ga. 

{)orintb ........... .... G. W. Pool ... ~ ......... .. Buena Vista, Ga. 
Betbona •••. ....... . .. J. G. Lee .. . •. ... . . .... ... Juniper, Ga. 
Liberty.Cbapel. . . . .. .. W. W. Amerson ....... .. . Macon, Ga. 
Shiloh .... : . .... . ..... 0. C. Hill, R. F. D., No. 4 .0glethorpe, Ga. 
Pleasant Hill ......... . J . W. Brewer .. ... .. . . .... ROyal, Ga. 
'Providence . .. ........ J. H. K. Jone~ L r. D. Jo. s .. ColombW!, Ga. 
Friendship . . ... ...... J . ·E. Jonet~, L r. D. Jo. s ..... Americus, Ga. 
Mt. Olive . .. . .. ••• .... G. W. Mathews ... .. . .. ... Pottereville, Ga. 
Columbus .. . .. .. .. .... C. Hobbs . .. ... .. ......... Columbus, Ga. 

Corresponding Letter. 
TM Ohalia.hoochu.; Unittd ~reewill Baptilt A uociation, ndto in &uion, to 

, her SUUr .duocialiom wiJh whom aM Corrupond.a: 
D&.Ul BBBI'RB.BN-Oor eeeeion bas been a pleasant one. We have been 

.comforted by the coming of your mini£tere. Our next eeeeion meets 
wil.b Turner e Chapel Church, five miles north of Butler, Taylor county, 
&, commencing on Thursday night before the first Sunday in October; ·· 
1906, when and where -we hope to meet your correepondenta in love. 
lfay the bleeeinge of God rest and abide with you is our Prayer . • 
· ~nG~ 

. . 
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OBiliUARIES. 

nno. JACOB CROMER. 

Departed this life March 12th, 1904, B_ro. Jacob Cromer. Be was a 
member of Bethel Chnrch. He joined it · when a sm.all boy and ever 
lived a consistent member. Never was he kno_wn to 'riolate the rules of 
his church, but was ever faithful to his ch,J,uch and ·God. Be leaves an 
example that will do for his dear wife and seven little fatherl~ children 
to live and die by. Why e?ould we·weeX) when the ~eary ones rt"St m 
the valley and by the dark r1ver of death? ~ And yet 'tl8 no more than a 
dream. · . ··• . · REV. J.1\1. KINo. 

• lf 
SISTER J EFFrE Bi VfELD. 

Departed thls life September, 1903, Stater Jeffie Barfield. She was a 
member of the church at Bethel, and ever lived faithful to heuhurch 
and the Lord. She died of that awful Q~ consumption. All human 
aid faiiE'd to relieve her of the pain anH·. SUffering. The time had come 
for the Lord to take her to that long and sweet home above. She leaves 
a husband and one infant child, togetlier with a host of relatives and 
friends to mourn her loss. May God bless them to live by the pattern 
she gave them in ber walk and deedS while with them that they may 
meet her. Farewell, dear Jeffie. REv. J . M. KINo. 

• SIST~ lllATI'JE BJNTON. 
' Departed this life August, 190!, Sister Mattie' Hinton. She was a mem-

ber of Turner's Chapel Chureb, and was -a good, pious, Christian ladr., 
always faithful to the Lprd: She leaves- a nusband ~nd five little chil­
dren to mourn her loss, but we 9elieve'"their loss is heaven's gain. Mal 
God bless and take care of the\ little motherless children. Farewel ,. 
sister, 'til we meet ~: · ~ , . · REv. J. M. KING. 

( ___:2 ---::-...... "--.--
' , 

• 

• . -.I~?~':K~ . ~-~~~~---
. Chu~h O.r~~Uon. 

Preliminaries. When se,reral beti~'»'ers~sh to :~. Ol'jZanized into a 
church they rE>qliest a council ftom1'f!o1De aister-cburob. This council or 
committee (commonly called an ·arm) examines into. the Christian char­
acter, doctrine and fellowship of tlie.apPJicapt.c; and their ability to sus­
tain a church. If the e:xamtD·ation is ¥.tisfactory the. o~anization pro­
ceeds as follows: The Bible is presented as·tpe o~lj rule of faith and 
practice. A church covenant is read and adopted.-. ·t.. prayeT of conse­
cration is offere~ ;- the hand· o~ fellowship ,is given. _.The church then 
proc~~ tQ elect Its officers, Whlch are a .c}W'k, a treasurer, and a pastor, 
(who acte1ts Moderatodn all church meetings), ~d-a Board of Directors, 
who constitute with the ~tpr a committee t.o prom6te order, activity, 
attendance and the meaus of grace, benevolence and "SUfficient discinline 
in the church. Deacons should possess sound piety, good business 
'Capacity and large benevolence. They bold office at the pleasure of the 
church; thev assist in baptism and the· Lord's·Supj>er; have the care of 
the poor and conduct religious meetings in the absence of the pastor. 

\ 
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Letter Blank. I 
From ........ · .... Church, . ........... County,. Ga. 

7 o the Member& and Meuengers Composing the ChaUa/wochee Urliled Freewill 
BaptUtABBociation to COnvene wiJlt ......... Church, . ....... County, Ga.: 
We have called Bro . ...... ........... for our pastor for the ensuing 

year. Spiritual condition of the church . . . . . . . . . . . . Time of meeting, 
.... ........ Sunday. Served by Rev. . . . .. . . . . . . . We send as repre-
sentatives.. .. .. .. . ... ........ Received by letter, ....... ; received on 
profession of faith, . . . .. . . ; received by baptism, . .. . ... ; number 
ex~lled, ...... . .. ; dismissed by lett.er, ·.· .... . ; pa!d ~or minutes, . . : ·:. ; 
patd for corresponden~, . . ... _. .. i patd for bulldmg and repatnng 
churches, . . ..... ; ordained mmtSters, ... . .. . ; P. 0., ....... ; total . 
membership of church,~ . ..... . ; number who have died, . . .... . 

This done by order of the church in conference this . ..... day of ..... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , Moderator. P. 0., ............... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , Church Clerk. P. 0., .... .... ....... . 

Circular Letter on Feet W ~bing. 
DEAR BRETHREN: As it has plea.E!ed the righteous will of Almighty God 

for me to address you all in the medium of a Circular Letter, by the help 
of God I will try to set forth a few of the many reasons why we as a 
denomination and as professed followers of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, shall Jay aside the credulence of men and man-opinion. 
For our witness we will take the Bible, which we belie,·e to be the 
inspired Word of God. We believe we who pretend to be Christians 
ought to study to be honest and truthful, and give God's Word and its 
teachings preference over all other history writings and orin ions of men. 
I thank the Lord that the Freewill Baptiste, or some o tberu, practice 
washing each other's feet in a church capacity, and I thank God that they 
are not ashamed to acknowledge it. '\Ve believe that we have got the 
best history in the worlq. To its introduction i~to the Church of Christ 
we believe we've got as good and God hononng class of peqple as the 
world has ever produced as our ancestors in this practice. Some say that 
it is indecent. We admit that it is indecent to a certain standard. Yes, 

, __Jndeed, it is about as indecent as Christ himself was indecent and repul-
./ • sive td the ancient Pharisee1.1, scribes and hypocrites, for tbt> saints of God 

r to wash each other's feet. Brethren, the wisdom of this world is foolish­
ness with God. We appeal to the Bible for our testimony in the trial of 
this iSEue. He that rejects this testimon,Y, or any part of it, does it at 
his own peril. 

"For I testify to every man that bearetb the wor<h of the prophecy of 
this Book, if any man shall add unto these things God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in this Book; and if any man shall take away 
from the words of the Book of t.his prophecy God shalJ take away his 
part out of the Book of Life and out of the holy city, and from the things 
which are writ.t~n in this book.":....Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 

Fearful, oh, fearful indeed to that one "to the law and to the testi­
mony: if they speak not according to this word it is because there is no 
light in them. "-J~. \'iii. 20. 

We will now offer St. Luke as our first witness, vii. 36: "And one of the 
' Pharisees desired him that be would eat with hiDl . And he went into 

the Pllarisee's houet>, and sat down to meat. And, behold. a woman in 
the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that J esus sat at meat in 
the Pharisee's houee, hroughtan alabaster box of ointment·. A.nd stood: 
at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his ft>et with tears, 
and did wipe them with the hairs of her bead, and kissed his feet, and 
anointed them with the ointment." 

' 

1 
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This seems to us to have been one of the m06t sacred acts of divine 
worship and praise to Jesus, but we are soon confronted with an oppoe­
ing spirit. Suppose he thought it inaeoent or someUii))j[ like, and began 
to find fault both with the woman and with Jesus too. With the wofuan 
for being·such a sinner and wi,th Jesus for allowing the act. So much 
like the spirit that to-day would condemn the bumble act of washing of 
the Sainte feet as a token of their love .and fellowship for each other. 
The witnea~says: "Now·wben thePharist>ewhicb had bidden him (Jesus) 
saw it, (the feet washed) he spake within.himself, saying, This man, if 
he were a prophet, would have known whoand what manner of woman 
this is that toucbeth him; for she is a sinner.'' And be turned to tlie 
woman, and eaid unto Simon, "Seest thou this woman? I entered into 
thine house, thou gavest me no · water for my feet; but she hath washed 
my feet with tears, and wiped ,them with ~he hairs of her head. Thou 
gavest me no kiss," etc. · . ' 

We see by this that he that humbteth :himself shall be exalted. May 
the Lord give us that humble spirit at an times. 

Now what &bout this act being an old JeWish custom? It seems that 
the Phar~aee, -although an h?st•. was ~orant <?f the courtesy be would 
b.e due hl8 guest. They say tt was an ~td· Jewtah custom. Wbj, they 
object it? The Saviour did not condemn it;.but he commended it beyond 
any act of worship, service or praise beRtowed upon him during his life 
here in this world, for he says: "Wheresoever this ~pel shall be 
preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that tbls woman hath 
done, be told for a memorial of her.'' 

Onr next witnea~ will be the beloved diaciple ,of Jesns, St. John: 
"And supper being ended, the devil having 'Dow put into the heart of 
Judas iecariot, Simo11's son, to betray him; J esus knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from 
God, ·and went to God; He riseth from supper, and laid aside his gar­
ments; and took a towel and Jlirded hiJDself. After that he poureth 

. water into a basin, and began fl9 wasl;l the disciples' feet, and to wipe 
them with the towel wherewitll> he was· girded. Then cometh he to 
Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him; Lord, d06t thou wash my feet? 
Jesus answered and aaid•unto him,-hat I do thon k:nowest not now; bot 
thou shalt know hereaft,er. ..Peter 8aith.)mto him; thou shalt never wash 
m7. feet. Jesus answered him,· if I .waslr' th~ not, thou bast no part 
With me. Simon Peter saith unto him1 l-ord, not my feet only, bat also 
my hand! and JOY head. Jesus aaith ~ he that is washed needeth 
not save to wash ~is feet, but is. clean whit: and ye are clean, bot 
not all For he knew who should be im; therefore !!Bid he, ye are 
not all clean. So after he hlld was eir feet, and had . taken his 
garments, and was set down again; be: - unto them, know ye what I 
have done to you? Ye call me Master ~ rd: and ye say well; for eo 
I am. U I then~ your LOrd and M.astier, • e wash~ your feet; ye also 
ought to wash one anot~er'.s feet. · For .tltave give!! you an example, 
that. ye should do as I have aone to~ V-erily, vertly, I say unto you, 
the servant is ~ot greater than hi.a..tbrd; ;neither h€-t.bat is sent greater 
than he that sent him. If ye )q)olf tlieee 'tliiDjZB, haj>py are ye if ye do 
them."-Jolin xiii. ~17. It is object.ed because tlii8 is the only time 
~hat the feet washing is direcU:y menuooed in the gospel. We ask, could 
the testimony be made better by repeating the-881De fact numbers of 
of times? If a witnea1 is called upon to repeat 'his f.e!rtimony, it is because 
he was not undem~ or was coQsidered doubtful. · Can either be troA 
in this case? Is uot this stateknent fu\IY pl.aiu enough to be understood? 
Is this wi~ea1 a doubtful character. • . 

It!& als6 objected that ~ia supper was not th.e Lord's Supper. We 
ask, 1n the name of the Lord, what supper? or whether this was any 
supper at all? Are not we all one on the subject of feet washing? But 

• 
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we know of a truth this was a BUJ?per. for our witoeas eaya eo. The 
~oeation is, did Christ wash his d•8Clples' feet? Certainly he did, and no 
one will deny it. The next question is, was it done to them in an Orpr.l­
ized capacity? It certainly was, or the disciples bad not)>een organiZed. 
Sorely no one would be eo skeptical as to deny this ff,ct. T~ who 
would introduce the example and practice among the organized disciples 
.of Christ? Not the Freewill Baptists, we are sore, bot the dear SaVlOOJ' 
himeelf. . ..__. . 

Bot again it ia objected that if it was authorized at all, the preacher 
ought to wash all the disciples' feet. Jesus answers und refutes that 
idea or objection by telling them that he bad Jriven them an example, 
that they ehould do as be bad done to them. What doee be mean by 
the words "should do" bot an obligation? And further, he said, "Ye 
.ought to wash one another's feet., Again, what doee he mean by the 
words "ye ought" bot an obli$ation in the highest degree, and certainly 
-gave the strongest confirmation br telling them, "If ye know these 
things happy are ye if ye do them,' All eeems to be quite siJltlificant to. 
os. Il we fail to do tqem we won't be happv; hence we believe in the 
practice, because Jesus exampled it, and that this is a part with Jesos. 
We cannot claim nor ~t with it what that part is. We believe that it is 
organic recognition. If this be true then we, as profeeeed followers of 
Cliriet, look through the act or ordinance of feet washing to see and 
recognize the Church of Jesus Christ. Jeans eaya, "Ye are my friends, 
if ye do whatsoever I command you., --John ~v. 14. "If ye continue 
in my love, then ye are my disciples indeed., May the Lord help us to 
abide in the teachings of God's Word and the examples of our Lord and 
Saviour Jt'Bos Christ until he comes again to redeem his Church without 
~ or wrinkle. · ELI>. W. H. HoLKliB. 

J 
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CONsTITUTION 

OF TB.E 
\ 

Cbattahoodlee · United Free~ ·Baptist ~soclation. 

~- . -
Raolved. That we form an association. ~pon the pri.nciples laid down 

in the Holy Scriptures, to-wit: Association$ appear from Scripture and 
~esiastical history to have been originally formed not from any positive 
injunction, either from Christ or hie Apostles, but from mere expediency 
for the purpoee of concentrating the efforts of individual churches and 
bringing them to bear with greater energy npon the subjects designed to 
be accomplished by thoee churches. They were aleo considered as 
advisory· council, and retorted to as ench, but never claimed any rittht 
of lording it over God's heritage, nor wae there advice considered binding 
on t.he'chnrches. · In a word, aseaciatione were wholly dependent on 
churches, and churches w~re not dependent upon aeeociations, and not-

. withstanding the )?Ower arfogated...t.o them.eel ves by eome modeln Ba{)tist 
.Aaeociations, we v1ew them 88 be_in'g no wh~re precedented by the pnmi-
tive ueages of -any self-created bodies. · 

We, the delegates from ·our ~ve~.cburches, being authorized by 
eaid churches, do agree to form ourse,)Nes iiito an Aseociation, to be 
knolrn by the name of the Chattahoochee United Freewill Baptist 
A8eociJltion and we promise not tO withdraw ounelves from thie Aseocia­
tic;m withcfttt first stating our ~ns to~he body for such intended 
Withdrawal. ·~ 

It is propoeed by the Association, first,~ promote revivale of religion 
by camp and protracted meetinaa. ~1, to take an active part in 
Home Missions. It is not intended tiy tbll iatfon to diecaSB queries. 
It is not the desigp of thie Aeeociatio~~ fere in any way with the 
independence of ~h~rc~es ,Compoeirig ~~~'\':..{\\ ie not inlendt>d to ~blieh 
creeds, rules of d18C1phne, .or.. to m&ke-.i t~Q)': a..w w'b&tever to bmd the 

- churches, but to leave each cliurch tO .ieri1ate its own ·affairs. 
We, ae an Aesociation, take the -01a· ana New · ~etitaments as our 

confession of faith, as relates to the iniiePe'ndency. . 
We believe that a duly organizt>d. chureh ooneiste of .a congregation of 

sainte, baptized upon a creditable profefaion of faith in Christ. Christ 
ie the only Cbriettan law-giver and supreme bead of the cbtirches, and 
the word of God the onfy infaUiable role of f&it.h and·kn-actice. Every 
man has an inalienable right to private 'udgment. in con~rns of religion, 
and .,.n equal right to exprees his opimon in any way which will not 
violate the ~ws of God or the right of hie fellow-man. · 

.A church'bas a right ro ad~t such. measures only as are in accordance 
Wtth the Word of God, and suoh are deemed necessary to carry into effect 
the great syste}D of practice . 

. The church 1s the highl"Bt ecclesiastical tribunal on earth, from whose 
decision there is no appeal. 

This constitution may be altered or amended at any meeting of the 
Al!8ociation by two-thirds of the body. 

Bead and adopted the above ae the Constitution of the Chattahoochee 
United Freewill Baptist Asaocl,ation. 

,. 
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CHURCH DECORUM. 
1. The church may C1Jooee a paetor annually at ihe last rt>gUlar confer­

ence in 8880Ciational year; or, if they pre!er it, maychooee a pastor for an 
indefinite length of time to continue from year to year, so long as they 
may deem it proper to keep up the connection. 

2. When it becomes necceseary, a pastor may be choeen at any other 
time; but if the choice be made at a special conference, the time must be 
appointed at a montly meeting of the church. 

3. The pastor shall be Moderator of the church, but when he is absent, 
or does not sit as Moderator, being present, some suitable brother shall · 
be appointed to sit in his place. 

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church, whose duty it 
shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of the contribu­
tions made by the church for the pastor, etc.. and to distribute the bread 
and wine in the administration of the Lord's Supper. 

5. The deicons shall take notice of snch members as refuse or negleci 
to partake of the Lord's Supper and endeavor to ·ascertain the cause, that. 
the same mlly be laid before the church in conference, if necessary. 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk, and it shall be his 
duty to do all the recording and other writing pertaining to the busineM 
of the church, and to preserve a file of the minutes of the Association . 
. 7. When a new Clerk is appointE-d, all the booktt, minutes, etc. , belong­

ing to the Clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by his predecessor. 
8. When the cbnrch deems it necessary, a committee of not }eM than 

three male members, well acquainted with busine!!S, shall Qe appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethren who apply to them 
relative to cases of dealing. etc., with the church. 

9. The church ehalJ 11old a two days' meeting monthly, embracing 
Saturday and t.he Lord's&y fbllowing, the first of which shall be the 
regular time of conference. 

10. It shall be the duty of every member, male and female, to attend 
each conference meeting if they can; for on that day the paetor is ex­

\ ~ed to 'instruct the church in special mariner by giving plain and 
-/ pointed lesson~ on doctrine, discipline and the rules of holy living. 

11. Any male member who shall fail to attend three succe!!8ive confer­
ences, and any member whatever who may be ge.nerally remiss in attend­
ing the meetings of the church, according to the covenant (Article 10), 
shall be cited tO appear in conference and answer for h'is neglect, but the 
church may exempt membere from this rule if necessary. 

12. Conference shaH be opened and conducted as follows: P~yer 
( unle!!8 divine services have just been concluded, and geoera11y then). 2. 
Invite visiting members to seats. 3. Open the doors for the rect>ption 
of members. 4. Call for absentees. 5. For acknowledgments. 6. 
For reference or deferred businet>s. 7. For mattere of dealing which are 
in order to come 'before the church. 8. For miscellaneous businees. 

13. Visiting breUlren, as helps called in from sister churches, shall be 
, allowed to speak and make motions or seconds, but not allowed to vote. 

14. An orderly member of the Baptist Church maybe received into the 
church without a letter, when it is made apparent that his Christian 
character is unimpeachable, and that be has applied for a letter arid could • 
not obtain it. · · 

15. No member shall be received without the unanimous coneent of 
the members present, but unrt>asonable objections shall not be valid, and 
unless withdrawn, the member who makes them shall be liable to be 
taken under dealing by the church. . 

.. 
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16. When the Mode.rator calls for 'abeenteee, the Clerk shall inform 
the church wbe.t mille members have been absent £rom three eucoeaeive 
conferences, and the MOderator shall appoint some brother or brethren 
to cite each-of them to toe next conference. 

17. No member shall be expelled unleee be baa been cited verbally or 
in writing, to attend· hie trial; pr~ded, hie residence be known to the 
-church. ( 

18. When a witness, not a member o1 the church, ie introduced, he 
shaW not be ex!lmined till the qot>etion h~ been put to the church: Will 
you bear the testimony of this witness? · 

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledgment shall be 
minuted in the church book. .·· , 

20. Membere dismissed from the .church ·by letter, who become disor­
derly, or continue to hold their lettere Wit}lout a good reason, shall 't>e 
cited to the conference to answer for thejr:C(fnduct. \ 
• 21. .Exf:lell~ members ~Y be res~(l ~ .. fellowship on their petition, 
Jf their walk mnce expoleton baa convuiefd the church that they have 
sincerely repenl.ed of their former evil. ;.:,~: • 

22. A vote ellall not be taken upon aoy-,9.deetion without a mov~d a 
seoond, and in all important questions t~~ · V.ote shall be taken by rising 
to the feet. ·: .._. 

23. No motion shall be made while a mbve and 8econd ie before the 
-conference. 

24. It shall be coneidered disorderly for. any· member to abeent himself 
from conference when an important question ie to be decided; but a 
!Dember

1 
upon hie request, may be exempted from vo~ing on either side 

m peculiar caaee. · 
25. No member shall leave the house during ~nference without a suffi­

cient caoee, nor engage in con¥ereation or . whieperi.ng without being 
subjected to be called to order. by the Moderator. 

26. All diectl88ions in conferen04\.must-be conducted.With calmnet!8 and 
good feeling; those who speak mu8t rise f.o their feet and address the 
Moderator, and keep tc; tlie point in the debate: 

27. No one shall speak tpore thall\'\h~ j imea on the same motion with­
~ot permill8ion from the ~od~rator11 DO)"' shall the remarks of anyone be 
unreasonably long. . · . · 

28. When the Moderator speaks 1n ·~te lie must nominate some 
brother Moderator _in his stead. . · ·filJt 

29. N<? one shall be interrupted whilQ~-kipg, nnless it ie necessary 
to call h1m t.o order. . ~· · 

SO. It shall be the rule of the church nd to the administration of 
th~ Lord's Sapper a~ leaetloor tim~ a ~ ... ~~ ':\. d. the; expenses are to be 
pa1d by t~ cborch.. . . . · ~~~!r .1.:. ~ • 

_ _ 81.. Members nqt tn good s'cmding ~])~~-~ commune1. but the admm­
istratlon sbal1 not be deferred on a~t . ..of any tmamary matter of 
dealing. . .t : ~ ~ '<' ·: . 

32. Feet washing shall be attend~~~. BS)t~ char~~- proper. 
ss:. Public fasting, homiliati~~.and prayer.; ,eball ~ 0l?eerved on proper 

occamone. .::- ..,. : ~ .· · 
34. The ~rom may be amended or at~~· by.tli~:f.ote of two-thirds 

()f the membere p~nt at any, two eoccean,ve monthly ()9nferencee. 

• 
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OOVERNMENT AND ORDINMCES. 
1. We believe that a gospel church, or a church of Christ, is a congre­

gation of Christiant~, constituted and governed according to the role& 
laid down in the New Testament. . 

2. That these. rules require churches to preserve the 4orm of govern­
ment and the ordinances of the first Christian churches, and to be com-
posed of baptized believel'll in Christ. . 

S. That this viSible Church is the aggregate or whole number of gospel 
churchet~, and that the inviflible church is composed of the redeemed 
now in Heaven, and such Christians on earth as sre not attached to the 
visible according to goepel rules. 

4. That the establishment of a central or Catholic government over the 
visible church <>r any part thereof, is a devise of earthlv ambition 
repugnant to the word of God, subversive of the churches anO. dangerous 
to the liberties of men . 

. 5. That the gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or tribu­
nals authorized by the &riptures; that each church hae the unrestricted 
right to adminiater ita own government without supervision or inter­
ference; being under Christ essentially independent and abeolute; and 
that if this right be surrendered to a eoperintendin~ jurisdiction, by dele­
gation or otherwise, the aeeembly then ceaeee to be a gospel church. 

6. That cHurches may, nevertheleee, we euppoee, meet by delegatee, 
form an 8880Ciation, and declare the termenpon ·which they will keep up 
a friendly correspondence; but that the rights and authority of churches 
being i9alienable are in no wiee compromised or hindered by entering 
into an association, and therefore &ESOCI&\ions haYe no shadow of authority 
over churches or individuals, their only power being to traneact busineee 
which does not pertain to churches in toeir ecclesiastical capacity, or to 
promote mutual intercourse •nd a concentratiou of voluntary effort, and 
to give that advice to the church which might with equal authority, be 
given by any individual. 

7. That the authority of church is designed for the perpetuation of the 
true religion of the goepel, and the preservation of a pure and orderly 
body of Chrietiane on earth; that it ie fully sufficient for the purp<18e8 
intended bpt that it does not extend to the persons, property or con­
aciencies of men in any case whatever. 

a. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in Christ 
and obedience to gOApel; that faith in Christ neceeearily exiete in the 
connection with the belief in the fundamental t.ruthe of Christianity, and 

\ / .......--;- that to prescribe to any other requisite of ·church membership is an 
- aeeumption of authority on the part of the church and a departure from 

the plan of the goepel. 
9. That the officers of a church are elders and deacons; that eldt-rs are 

alao called. bishops or paators; that aJJ elders are equal in rank, though 
they perform different functions, since some may be the biehope or 
pastors of particular churches, while othera may be simply elders, having 
no pastoral charge. 

10. That the authority of the minister of the gospel ext.ende to teaching, 
exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot perform any act 
which belongs to the authority of the church, such ae the reception of 
members into the church compact, or the expulsion of offt-nders; that 88 
a member of the church he is no more than any other member, and if he 
is guilty of ~eesion he ie to be brought to trial before hie brethren 

, and convicted or a.Cqnitt.ed in the eame manner liB if he were a private 
person: yet we think it prudent and proper to call in advisory help,. 
eepecially if the minister is to be tried upon heresy. 

: 
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11. The Christian baptillm is imf11iersion of a believerin water in the 
name of the Father, and of the ~on, and of the Holy Ghos't. 

12. That the Lord's Supper and washing of the saint's feet is an ordi­
nance oo be observed in the church till the Lord comes. 

13. That the elders arid deacons must be eet apart to their offices by 
ordination, or the imposition of the hands of the presbytery, and prayer; 
without which they are not authorized oo administt>r the ordinances per­
taining to their respective offices. 

14. No preacher shall be ordained unlees ca1led oo take charge of a 
church as pasoor, or for some other' good and sufficient reason. , ____ ....,. 

t 

ARTICLES OF FAITH AND DOCTRINAL VIEWS. 

1. We belie,·~ that the Holy Bible was written by men diviflely 
inspired and is a treasure of Heavenly inettuQtion; that bas a God for its 
author, sal\•ac.ion for its end and truth v;itbout anv mixture of error for 
its matter; that it reveals tbe principles by-which God will judge us, and 
therefore, that it shall rf'main \\·itb us oo t-he end of time, the true Qenter 
of Christian union and the suptP.me standard oo which all human conduct 
and opinions should conform.-Rev. xiii. 14, John v. 39. 

2. That there is one true and living God, whose name is Jehovah, the 
)Iaker an·d Ruler of Hea\ren and earth, inexpressibly glorious in holiness, 
worthy of alluOFsible honor, oo.niidence and lov&, revealed in the personal 
distinction of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, equal ine,,ery divine perfection, 
and executinp: distinct buL harmonious offices in the great work Q{ 

.redemption-Exod. vi. 3; Ps. ;nx% 18 . 
3. That man was created in a state of hpfin(>SS under the laws of .his 

Maker, but by voluntary transgre.Ssipn fell from that holy and happy 
state, in consequence of \\:hich men~re n?.w sipners, not by constramt, 
but by choice, being by nature utterly ''9\d pf that holiness required by 
the law of God, wholly gt'·en to tb.e gratification of the world, of Satan 
and their ~Jl-n ~infnl passions, and therefo~ \tn!ler ju.~t co~~emnation to 
eternal rum, wtthout defense or excuse.~. 1. 27; 11. 7; u1. 6, 19, 23. 

4. That the salvation of Einners iA who~of grace through the media­
torial office of the son of God, who took~~' " -him our nature; yet with­
out sin, honored the law by bie persoaal · . nee, and made at-onement 

• for sin by his death; bein~ .risen from t~, · . be is now enthroned in 
Heaven and uniting in his wonderful peitr)ji!tl)e tender sympathies with 
dh·ine perfe~tion, i~ .every ·wa_y <J.!lalifi~-~',l'9;a s~!taQle, c;ompassionate 

_ and all-suffiCient S&vtour.-Epf,l. u. 5; y; &j Rom. vu. 11, 27. 
5. That the great gospel blessings wlilch ·oorist of his _fulness bestows 

on such as believe on him is jtl!tificatiori;'tbat j1)stification consists in the 
pardon or ein and prooliee of eterhal_ life ti:pon principles of righteous­
ness; that it is bestowed, not in consideration of anytlt)ug which we have 
done, but solely through his own ·righteousness and aoone.ment, and that 
it brings us inoo a state of moet ble'!Sed peaceand·favor with God.-Rom. 
,.jii. 30; Ezek. xviii. 27, 28; John iii. 14, 13, 16; Rom. vij.i. 17. 

6. That the blessings of salvation ~made free to $11 by•the gospel; 
that it is the1immediate duty of all oo receive them byr cordial and obe­
dientfaith,1lnd that nothing wevents.tbe salvation of tbe~test sinner 
~pc)n earth but his own ''oluotary refusal to submit to·the Lord Jesus 
Cbristt wh~ch refusal wi.l.l subject h!m to an aggregatA:ld condemnation. 
-Mark xvt. 16; .Tohn xvn. 20; Isa. xtv. 22. 

7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated. or born again: 
that regeneration consists in gi";ng a holy disposii.ion oo the mind, and i8 
effected in a manner above our comprehension by the power of the Holy 
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Spirit producing voluntary obedience oo the gospel, andlthat ita proper 
evidence is found in the holy frnits which we bring forth oo God.-John 
iii. 3, 5, 7, 8; Matt. iii. 8, 10. 

8. That election· is the gracious purpose of God, atcording oo which he 
regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners; that being perfectly consistent 
with the free agency of man, it comprehends all the mean.s with the end; 
that it is a most glorious display of God's sroodness, being infinitely wise, 
holy, uuchang(>&.ble; that i~ ntterly excludes boasting and promotee 
htl!\)ility, prayer, praise, trust in God and active imitation of his free 
01ercy; that it encour&{ltes the use of means in the highest degree; that it 

•is the foundation of Christian assurance, and that oo ascertain it with 
regard t.o ourselves demands and desen·es ou.r utmost diligence.-Eph. i. 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12. 

9. Th'at the preservin~ attachment of true believers to Christ is the 
grand work which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that a 
special providence watches over their welfare, and that they are kept by 
the power of God through faith unto salvation.-Eph. 17, 18. 

10. That tge law of God is the eternal, nnchangahle rule of his ~overo­
ment; that it is holy, just and good, and that the inability which the 
Scriptures ascribe oo fallen man to fulfill ita precepts a.rist>s entirely from 
their love of sin, oo deliver them from which, and to resoore them 
through a mOOiator to unfeigned obedience to the holy law is one design 
of the gospel, and of tbe means of grace connected with the establishment 
of the visible church.-Matt. v. 17, 18; I:.uke x: 13·20, xiv. Ii. 

11. That the first day in the week is the Lord's d.ay, or Christian Sab­
bath; that it should be kept sacred to . religious purposes by abstaining 
from all SE>Cular labor and recreation; by the direct observance of all the 
means of grace, both private and public, and by preparation for the rest 
which remains for the people of God.-Exod. xix. 8; Heb. iv. 9; Thea. i. 
7; Ps. X\'i. 9. 

12. That civil government is of divine appointment for the interest 
and good order of human society; that the ma~istrates are to be prayed 
for conscientiously, honored and obeyed in all things not contTary oo the 
will of onr Lord Jesus Christ, who ie the lord of consciences and the 
prince of the kings of earth.-Beb. xiii. 7; Acts xxiii. 5; Tim. v. 17 . 

..-- 13. That there ie a radical and essential differt'nce between the right-
• .- ·eons and wicked; that such only are justified bv faith in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the spirit of .Go<l, as are truly righteous in 
his'esteem, while all such as continue in impenitence and unbelief are, in 
his sight, wicked and under the curse, and this dist.inctioo holds among 
men both in and after death.-Matt. xxv. 45, 46; Mark xvi. 16. 

14. That the end of this world is approaching, when Christ will descend 
from Heaven and raiae the dead from their graves to final retribution; 
that a solemn aeparation will then take place, the righteous being 
adjudged to everlastin~ happiness and the wicked oo endleea ponishmen\; 
and that jpdgment will fix fore\'er the final state of man, in Heaven or in 
hell, on principles of righteoosness.-John ' '· 25; Matt. xxv. 31, 32, 33, 
34, 41, 40. 

.• 
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