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MIN UTES.

The S:xt.y—mnth Annual Session of the Chattahoochee United Freewill
Baptist Association convened with Liberty Chapel Church, Bibb county,
Ga., commencing on Thursday night before the first Sunday in October,
1904. The Introductory Sermon was preached Friday at 11 o’clock A. M.
by Rev. J. J. Jones, from Isa. Ixii. 10, followed by Rev. R. N. D. Gill,
: After an intermission of two hours for refreshments, the former °
¥ Moderator, Rev. J. M. K'.mg, being absent, the body was called to order
by the Assistant Moderator, Rev. J. R. Brown. The former Clerk was
in his seat. Singing and prayer by Rev. J. R. Brown.
The first business was an invitation to visiting brethren to seats with
us in the body
The next business in order was a call for Corresponding Letters, and
letters were received from twelve churches in the Association.
On motion of the body, Bros. W. C. Jones and J. W. Brewer were
appointed to read the letters, which duty they performed, and the names
“of the delegates were enrolled. .
The body then permanently organized by electing Rev. J. R. BRowN
Moderator, and W. D. Giri, Clerk.
Next called for petitionary letters, and received one £rom Providence
Church, and the right hand of fellowship was extended to the delegation.
Next called for corresponding messengers, and received Revs. 8. J.
Nobles, H. V. J. Ethrage and*W. C. Jones, from the Georgia Union
Association.
Committees were next appointed, as follows:
\ e On Preaching—J. L. Bartlett and W. W. Amerson from the church,
~! and Bros. T. A. Britt, G. D, Perry, B. L. Drawhorn and T. C. Hunnicutt,
from the body.

On State of the Churches and Character of the Ministry—J. H. K. Jones,
G. W. Pool; A. L. Wall, W. D. Sanders, A. 8. Waller, J. T. Hardy and
J. L. Bartlett.

On Finance—J. W. Brewer, J. J. Jones and J. T. Davis.

On Obituaries and Deceased Ministers—W. H. Holmes, T. J. Lee and
G. Massey.

On Temperance—J. J. Jones, T. C. Hunnicutt and W. H. Holmes.

On Literature—G. W. Pool, J. W. Brewer and H. C. Brown.

To Write Corresponding Letter—W. D. Gill.

On motion, the body adjourned until Saturday morning at 8 o’clock,
after singing and prayer by W. H. Holmes.

SECOND DAY’S SESSION. i’ - ( {
Saturday morning at 8 o’clock the body met. Singing and p.\‘ayer by .
Rev. 8. J. Nobles.
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

On i:-'inance.

We, your Committee on Finance, beg leave to submit the following
report: We find paid in from the various churches for minutes, $25.25;
we find in the hande of the Treasurer, $4.00; we find paid in for corre-
spondence, $19.55. ; J. T. Davis, Ch’n. l
On Literature.

We,, your Committee, recommend our own Literature, published at
Ayden, N. C. . ~ = J.W. BrewER, Ch'n.
On Preaching. - -
We, your Committee on Preaching, beg leave to submit the following
report: Friday, at 7 p. m., Rev. W. C. Jones to preach; Rev. W. H. Holmes
to follow. Saturday, at 11 a. »., Rev. S. J. Nobles to preach; Rev. T. C. '
Hunnicutt to follow. Saturday, at 7 p. M., Rev. W. D. Gill to Ppreach; [
Rev. H. C. Brown to follow. Sunday, at 9 A. ar., Rev. T. C. Newberry to
reach; Rev. H. V. J. Ethrage to follow. Sunday, at 11 a. »., Rev.J. R.
rown to preach; Rev. J. J. Jones to follow. Sunday at 3 p. M., Rev.
W. H. Holmes to preach; Rev. T. J. Lee to follow. Sunday, at 7 p. m.,
Rev. W. C. Jones to preach. G. D. Perry, Ch’n. l

On State of the Churches and Character of the Ministry. ’

We, your Committee, beg leave to make the following report: We find
all the churches in good standing. except Friendship and Macedonia, of '
Lee county, Ala.. We recommend that they be dropped from this body,
as they have not been represented for several years and are not holding
services. ] i SER S -

We find the ministers in good standing, except W. J. Freeny. We
recommend that his name be stricken from the ministerial roll, as he has
already been expelled from his church for non-attendance and drunken- '
ness. We recommend that Bro. J. M. Posey be reinstated as a minister
of theszospel. i : - G. W. Poor, Ch’n.

- On Obituaries.
We, your Committee, beg leave to su i

that the pastors of the churches write tk
the Clerk for publication. T

=

t. pur report: We recommend :

bituaries and hand them to .

: Q" W. H. HoLmes, Ch’n.
On Temp%. S

We, your Committee, beg leave to make the following report: We find
that the word Temperance means more tha -the word expresses, and we :
earnestly appeal to the brethren of our' Association to. consider the word T
Temperance, and abstain from intemperance, and be temperate in all
thinge. ; - Ce R g .J. J. Jones, Ch’n.

 Order of Preaching. : ;
Friday, at 11 . M., the stand was occupied by Rev. J. J. Jones, who
preached from Tsa. Ixii. 10, followed by Rev. W. D. Gill. ,
Friday, at 7 ». i, the stand was.occupied by Rev. W. C. Jones, who
preached from II. Kings xix. 16, followed by Rev. W. H. Holmes.
~ Baturday, at 11 A. ., the stand was occupied by Rev. 8. J. Nobles, who
preached from II. Peter i. 5, 6, 7, followed by Rev. T. C. Hunnicutt.
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Saturday, at 7 p. M., the stand was occupied by Rev. W. D. Gill, who
; preached from Isa. i. 18, followed by Rev. H. C. Brown. /
" Sunday, at 9 A. ., the stand was occupied by Rev. T. C. Newberry,

who preached from Thes. iv. 11, followed by Rev. H. V. J. Ethrage.

Sunday, at 11 . 1., the stand was occupied by Rev. J. R. Brown, who
preached from Matt. xii. 31, 32, followed by Rev. J. J. Jones.

Sunday, at 4 r. M., the stand was occupied by Rev. J. J. Jones, who
preached from Gen. vi. 24, followed by Rev. W. H. Holmes.

Sunday, at 7 p. M., the stand was occupied by Rev. W. C. Jones.

Miscellaneous Business.

Miscellaneous business was called, and the following disposed of:

Appointed corresponding messengers to our sister Ascociations, as
follows:

To the Liberty—Revs. J. R. Brown, J. J. Jones.

To the Georgia Union—Reve. W. D. Gill, J. R. Brown.

To the Middle Georgia—Rev. W. H. Holmes.

On motion of the body, further correspondence to our sister Associa-
tions shall be by sending them minutes.

On motion of the body, it was agreed to pay the expenses of all
ordained ministers visiting this Association as correspondents.

The Circular Letter read by Rev. W. H. Holines was ordered printed
in the minutes of this session.

On motion, it was agreed that Rev. J. R. Brown should write next
Circular Letter to this body.

On motion, it was agreed to adopt the letter as prepared by the Clerk
to the General Conlerence, at Dunn, N. C.

On motion, it was agreed to adopt the resolution offered by Rev. T. C.
Hunnicutt, that each church send in a small amount for the purpose of
repairing and building new churches.

On motion, the body adjourned until 2 o’clock r. v., after singing and

. 7 yer by Rev. T. C. Hunnicutt.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
The afternoon session was opened with singing and prayer by Rev.
W. D. Gill -
Agreed that thie body meet with Turner’'s Chapel Church, Taylor
f county, Ga., commencing on Thursday night before the first Sunday in
October, 1905, the Introductory Sermon to be preached Friday, at 11
. o’clock a. M., by Rev. W. H. Holmes; alternate, Rev. W. D. Gill. Dele-
‘e gates going by railroad will be met at Butler on Thursday.

On motion of the body, Revs. W. D. Gill and W. J. Lumpkin were
appointed to assist Rev. C. C. Martin in ordaining Bro. W. N. Carrol, of
Providence Church.

On motion, it was agreed to publish a form of church organization in
the minutes.

On motion, it was'agreed to publish & blank form of Association letter .
in the minutes. J

-
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Ordered that the Clerk be pmd $10.00 for his services, and that he-
have 500 copies of the minutes pnnted and distributed among the
churches.

On motion, it was agreed that the Treaaurer hold $5.25 for corre-
spondence until called for by the body.

On motion, thanks were returned to the church and community ior
their kindness and bospitality during our stay with them.

On motion, the Association adjourned to meet with Turner’s Chspel
Church at the time and place above stated. . Singing and prayer by Rev.
J. J. Jones. Rsv. J R. BROWN, Moderalor.

Rev. W. D, Guuy, Clerk.

Union Meetings.

The First District meets with Pleasant Hill Church, Schley county, Ga.,.
commencing Friday night before the filth Sunday in July, 1905. Con-
veyances will meet correspondents at Ellaville on Friday.

The Second District meets with New Life Church, Marion county, Ga.,
commencing on Friday night before the first Sunday in August, 1905.
Conveyances will meet correspondents at Howard on Friday.

Order of Business of Union Meetings.

The body called to order by-the Moderator, if he is present. If not
present the body may aalect. som auitable member to act as Moderator
protem.

Organize by prayer, and call for Onrreapondmg Letters.

Election of Moderator and Clerk. ~ |

Invite misiting Brethren to seats. =

Appointment of Committees.

Call for Correspondents.

Appointment of Correspondents.. &2

Appoint time and place of holding the:

Oall for Reporte of Committees:

Call for Miscellaneous Business.

Call for reading and adopting Minut.ea.

Ad;onmmemt
Ministerial Roll

J. R. Brown ......... JEERRR < vevi+,+2...Achburn, Ga.
O 2T T T T SRR L LS Columbus, Ga..
B. F. Green...... S D AR "B T . Butler, Ga
W. C. Daoffell....... VAR Ly A S Baville, Ala.
J. H. Dupree, R. F. D, No. 8..... S (LR Americus, Ga.
A. Smith, R. F. D,, Ko S RNl e Americus, Ga.
s W T SRR e S USSR . .. Potterville, Ga.
Y AR IO S (on SR e wann i sains s e e ool Americus, Ga.
Y. T. Bone......... R T T L AP SR e Batler, Ga.
J. M. King, RRF.D,,No. 8........00000000 Oglethorpe, Ga.-

D. Joiner ............ Ao Y T s LT T Columbus, Ga.
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M. 'C. Honnienth. .c.oveeivmnsssnsrosasnieas Skipperton, Ga.

W. B. Poeey.... Rl A S R AR Reynolds, Ga.

W d. LompKIn vevescrersssnsarosusosiines Rabbit, Ga.

B O, GINBIOY + v ovaneicsnsanaresapanaseboss Juniper, Ga.

A A S RIS PR e N Pottersville, Ga.

T 10, NeWheIEY .« vscsxsicavannaispsnsnnres Skipperton, Ga
W.D: Gl B F.D,No L...coassvacares Tazewell, Ga.

W. H. Emerson, R. F. D.,, No. 3............ Oglethorpe, Ga.

W THE HOBDBE: o« oo samvanvnssbecsvisanias Dublin, Ga

H. C. Brown..... B i i we R e e Macon, Ga.

H, L. Lompkif..scciissssssrssscnanscasons Rabbit, Ga.

i | T e I A T Reynolds, Ga.

LICENTIATES.

M A IO o osiassaissnsonssossmsdneisesvs Oglethorpe, Ga.

R B o i s 54 0 6 0 SR S RS Skipperton, Ga.

W. N. Carro, R.F.D,,No. 8.....00000ne. Columbus, Ga.

B. 0. Brown, R. F. D,, box 110............. Americus, Ga.
BERTERIAE. . ..o00ssiorivmeronuennvassnes Willet, Ga.

S M OFIDEDPET . . . o5 ceisasiaovissvonsass Alphoneo, Ga.

RV DD, ¢ v40ia o saniniione sanessssnnas Columbus, Ga.

W. R. Merrett.... .......................Pottersville, Ga.
CHURCHES, CLEREKS, Post OFFICES.
New Life ............. B BWall.icsoasisiisiess Rabbit, Ga.
Bethel ...... vevernes. W, G McGlamery......... Butler, Gas.
211y 171 15 PSR W. D. Gill, R. F. D., No. 1, Tazewell, Ga.
New Prospect,........ AR PO o o s inartanies Reynolds, Ga.
Turner’s Chapel ....... J. P DaviR, ciceiianas ....Butler, Ga.
Ok Grove .......co000: T. HAPAY c0vvoesi cnies Macon, Ga.
Spring Hill ...........G. D. Perry ..............Beneville, Ga.
R = o w5 i vsns i Wo POOL sisasisnvosns Buena Vista, Ga.
Bethona ..............J. G. Lee.................Juniper, Ga.
Liberty Chapel........ W. W. Amerson ......... .Macon, Ga.
T e S ...0. C. Hill, R. F. D., No. 4.0glethorpe, Ga.
Pleasant Hill.......... J. W, Brewer.............Ro a.l,&
Providence ........... J. H. K. Jones, R. 1. D, Ko.3, .Columbue, Ga.
Friendship ........... J. E. Jones, L.1.D, Ko. 3..... Americus, Ga.
Mt. Olive....... vsovese W, MRENOWE, ccevvoesar Pottersville, Ga.
Colombus......cv.. ... €. HODDES «55:5.545 0505 55 o5 Columbus, Ga.

Corresponding Letter.
The Chattahoochee United Freewill Baptist Association, now in Session, to

her Sister Associations with whom she Corresponds:

Dear Brerarex—Our session has been a pleasant one. We have been
comforted by the coming of your minieters, Our next session meets
with Turner 8 Chapel Church, five miles north of Butler, Taylor county,
Ga., commencing on Thursday night before the first Sunday in October,
1905, when and where we hope to meet your correspondents in love.

. D .Gn.r.

May the blessings of God rest and abide with you is our pra
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OBITUARIES.

" BRO., JACOB CROMER.

Departed this life March 12th, 1904, Bro. Jacob Cromer. He wasa
member of Bethel Church. He joined it when a small boy, and ever
lived a consistent member. Never was he known to violate the rules of
his church, but was ever faithful to his church and God. He leaves an
example that will do for his dear wife and seven little fatherless children
to live and die by. Why should we weep when the weary ones rest in
the valley and by the dark river of death? And yet 'tis no more than a
dream. ; B i Rev. J. M. Kina.

SISTER JEFFIE BARFIELD.

De this life September, 1903, Sister Jeffie Barfield. She was a
member of the church at Bethel, and ever lived faithful to her ehurch
and the Lord. She died of that awful disease consumption. All human
aid failed to relieve her of the Pain and: suffering. The time had come
for the Lord to take her to that long and sweet home above. She leaves
a husband and one infant child, together with a host of relatives and
friends to mourn her loss. May God bless them to live by the pattern
she gave them in her walk and deeds while with them that they may
meet her. Farewell, dear Jeffie. Rev. J. M. Kixna.

BISTER MATTIE HINTON.

Departed this life August, 1904, Sister Mattie' Hinton. She was a mem-
ber of Turner’s Chapel Church, and was-a %;}od., pious, Christian lady,
always faithful to the Lord. She leaves a husband and five little chil-
dren to mourn her loss, but we believe-their loss is heaven’s gain. Ma
God bless and take care of the’little motherless children. Farewell,
sister, 'til we meet again. L& : Rev. J. M. KinG.

—— el e

-

> Executive Committee.
T. J. Lee, SkippeanG&; G. W, Fu Royal, Ga.; W. Q. Rayburn,

Oglethorpe, Ga.; A. 8. Waller, Tazewel \% , R. F.-D. No. 1; T. A. Britt,
Columbus, Ga.; G. W. Pool, Buena Vists J. R. Baty, Smithville, Ga.

Preliminaries. When several believers wish to be. organized into a
church they request a council from somegister.church. This council or
committee (commonly called an armj) examines into the Christian char-
acter, doctrine and fellowship of the applicants and their ability to sus-
tain a church. If the examination is satisfactory the organization pro-
ceeds as follows: The Bible is presented .asthe only rule of faith and
practice. A church covenant is read and adopted. A Erayer of conse-
cration is offered; the hand of fellowahif.\ ie given. ‘The church then
proceeds to elect its officers, which aré a clerk, a treasurer, and a pastor,
(who acts-as Moderator in all church meetings), and & Board of Directors,
who constitute with the paktor a committee to promote order, activity,
attendance and the means of grace, benevolence and sufficient discipline
in the church. Deacons should possess sound piety, bueiness
capacity and large benevolence. They hold office at the pleasure of the
church; they assist in baptism and the Lord’s Supper; have the care of
the poor and conduct religions meetings in the absence of the pastor.
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Letter Blank. /

BRGNS b avia-mnes o 107 ) PO, County,.Ga.

To the Members and Messengers Composing the Chattahoochee United Freewill
Baptist Association to Convene with- ........ Churchy «v...... County, Ga.:
We have called Bro. .................for our pastor for the ensuing
year. Spiritual condition of the church............ Time of meeting,
............ Sunday. Served by Rev. ............ We send as repre-
sentatives. ..............00uns Received by letter, ... .. .. ; received on
profession of faith, ....... ; received by baptism, ....... ; number
lled, ....... ; dismiesed by letter, ....... ; paid for minutes, ...... X

expe : id { :
paid for correspondence, ....... ; paid for building and repairi
churches, .......; ordained ministers, ....... i %)., ...... p'mur;ﬁ
membership of church,,....... ; number who bave died, .......
This done by order of the church in conference this...... dayof......
................ , Moderator. P.O., ......cc.......
................ , Ohureh-Clexk. PO cuvosiicassiiina

Circular Letter on Feet Washing.

Dear BreTHREN: As it has pleased the righteous will of Almighty God
for me to address you all in the medium of a Circular Letter, by the help
of God I will try to set forth a few of the many reasons why we as a
denomination and as professed followere of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, shall lay aside the credulence of men and man-opinion.
For our witness we will take the Bible, which we believe to be the
inspired Word of God. We believe we who pretend to be Christians
ouglixt to study to be honest and truthful, and give God’s Word and its

teachings preference over all other history writings and opinions of men.

I thank the Lord that the Freewill Baptists, or some of them, practice

washing each other’s feet in a church caqacitg,eaud Ithank God that they

are not ashamed to acknowledge it. We believe that we have got the

best history in the world. To its introduction into the Church of Christ

we believe we've got as good and God honoring class of peaple as the

world has ever %l;'hduced as our ancestors in this practice. Some say that

' it is indecent. We admit that it is indecent to a certain standard. Yes,

. _._indeed, itis aboutas indecent as Christ bimself was indecent and repul-

./ "give td the ancient Pharisees, scribes and hypocrites, for the saints of God

to wash each other’s feet. Brethren, the wisdom of this world is foolish-

- ness with God. We appeal to the Bible for our testimony in the trial of
%is iesue. .lHe that rejects this testimony, or any partof it, does it at

s own peril.

“For 1 testify toevery man that heareth the words of the Jarophec of
this Book, if any man shall add unto these things God shall add unto ﬂim
the plagues that are written in this Book; and if any man shall take away
from the words of the Book of this Pmphecy God shall take away his
part out of the Book of Life and out of the holy city, and from the things
which are written in this book.””—Rev. xxii. 18, 19.

Fearful, oh, fearful indeed to that one “to the law and to the testi-
mony: if they speak not according to this word it is because there is no
light in them.”—Iga. viii. 20. 4 A

We will now offer St. Luke as our first witness, vii. 36: ““Andone of the
Pharisees degired him that he would eat with him. And he went into
the Pharisee’s houee, and sat down to meat. And, behold. 8 woman in
the city, which wasa sinner, when ehe knew that Jesus satat meat in
the Pharisee’s houee, broughtan slabaster box of ointment. And stood »
at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears
and did wipe them with the bairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and
anointed them with the ointment.”
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This seems to us to have been one of the most sacred acts of divine
worship ands praise tl.lo Jflelena, tht Wt:l are 800N €ON Erohx;wdl T}h u(:l Oppos-
ing spirit. Sup ‘he thought it indecent or something like, and began '
to ﬁ?llzi fault both with the woman and with Jesus too. nﬁVith the woman
for being:such a sinner and with Jesus for allowing the act. 8o much
like the spirit that to-day would condemn the humble &ct of washing of
the Baints feet as a token of their love and fellowship for each other.
The witnesssays: ‘“Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him (Jesus)
saw it, (the feet washed) he gpake within himself, saying, This man, if
he were a prophet, would have known whoand what manner of woman
this is that toucheth him; for she is a sinner.”” And he turned to the
woman, and said unto Simon, ‘‘Seest thou'this woman? I entered into
thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet; but ehe hath washed |
my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou
gavest me no kiss,”’ etc. 5 5\
We see by this that he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. May
the Lord give us that humble spirit at all times.
: Now wglat- about this act being an old Jewish custom? It seems that
. the Pharisee, *althouih an host, was ignorant of the courtesy he would
be due his guest. They say it was an old’ Jewish custom. hy, the
object it? The Saviour did not condemn it, but he commended it beyon
any act of worship, service or praise bestowed upon him during his life
here in this world, for he says: ‘“Wheresoever this gospel shall be
reached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath
one, be told for a memorial of her."”’ s
Ouor next witness will be the beloved disciple of Jesus, St. John:
‘““And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him; Jesus knowing that the
Father had given all thuﬁga into his hands, and that he was come from
God, and went to God; He riseth from eupper, and laid aside his gar-
ments; and took a towel and girded himself. After that he poureth
water into a basin, and began wash the digeciples’ feet, and to wipe
them with the towel wherewith, he was girded. Then cometh he to
Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet?
Jesus answered and said unto him;twhat I do thou knowest not now; but
thou shalt know hereafter. Peter saith anto him, thou shalt never wash
my feet. Jesus anewered him, if I avaslr thee not, thou nast no part
with me. Simon Peter gaith untd him; Lord, not my feet only, but also
my hand¥ and my head. Jesus eaith to him, he that is washed needeth 3
not eave to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but
not all. For he knew who should be him; therefore said he, ye are
not all clean. So after he had washeditheir feet, and bhad taken his
g:rmenm, and was set down in, he Baid unto them, know ye what I
ve done to you? Ye call me ~and TLord: and ye say well; for so
; Iam. IfI then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example,
- that ye should do as I have done to yon. Verily, verily, I say unto you,
the servant is not greater than hislord; neither h&'t{m is sent Freuhar
than he that sent him. If ye know “things, haj p& are ye if ye do
them.”—John xiii. 2-17. 1t is objected because t.hig the only time
that the feet washing is directly mentioned in the gospel. We umuld .
the testimony be made better by repeating the same fact num of
of times? If a witness is called upon to repeat his testimony, it is because
he was not understood, or was considered doubtful. ~Can either be true
in this case? Is not this statement fully plain enough to be understood? '

Is this witness a doubtful character. 2

It is also objected that this supper was not the Lord’s Supper. We
ask, in the name of the ‘what supper? or whether this was any
supper at all? Are not we sll one on the subject of feet washing? But




MINUTES. 9

o~
-

we know of a truth this was a supper, for our witness says so. The
question is, did Christ wash his dsciples’ feet? Certainly he did, and no
mwﬂl dezxx? itI.t Trhaziaxt queaﬁo&ia, wnspilt dmto m in an organ-

capacity certainly was, or the disciples not organized.
BSurely no one would be so sgkeptical as to deny this who
would introduce the en:l)le practice among the organized disciples
of Christ? Not the Freewill Baptists, we are sure, but the dear Saviour

But again it is objected that if it was authorized at all, the preacher
ought to wash all the disciElaa’ feet. Jesus answers and refutes that
idea or objection by telling them that he had %ven them an example,
that they ehould do as he had done to them. hat does he mean by
the words ‘‘should do’’ but an obligation? And further, he said, ‘“Ye
ought to wash one another’s feet.” thnin, what does he mean by the
words ‘“‘ye ought”’ but an obligation in the highest d , and certainly
glv: the strongest confirmation by telling them, “If ye know these

i %hap y are ye if ye do them.” All seems to be quite airniﬁe_ant to.
us. we fail to do them we won’t be happv; hence we believe in the
erwﬁoe, becanse Jesus exampled it, and that this is a part with Jesus.

e cannot claim nor {et with it what that part is. We believe that it is
organic recognition. If this be true then we, as professed followers of
Christ, look through the act or ordinance of feet washing to see and
recognize the Chuarch of Jesus Christ. Jesus says, ‘“Ye are my friends,
if ye do whatsoever I command you.” —John xv. 14. “If ye continue
in my love, then ye are méogmc:vv es indeed.”” May the Lord help us to

'8

abide in the teachings of ord and the examples of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ until he comes again to redeem his Church without
spot or wrinkle. Ewp. W. H. HoLuzs.
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CONSTITUTION
OF THE ’ ) ! ¢
Chattahoochee United Freewill Baptist Association.

Resol, That we form an association upon the principles laid down
in the Holy Scriptures, to-wit: Associations appear from Scripture and
ecclesiastical history to have been originally formed, not from any positive
injunction, either from Christ or his Apostles, but from mere expediency
me pl:hrpooe tgt b::?q:ﬂhm' g t.et;-he efforts of ingividg;;c;h&:mheaedmd

inging them greater energy upon the subj esigned to
be accomplished by those churches. ey were also copsidered as
advisory council, and resorted to as such, but never claimed any right
of lording it over God’s heritage, nor was there advice considered binding
on the'churches.” In a word, associations were wholly dependent on
churches, and churches were not dependent upon associations, and not-

. withstanding the power mogn&ad.{: themselves by some mode$n Baptist
Associations, we view them as being no where precedented by the primi-
tive of any self-created bodies. ;

We, the delegates from our respe#tive churches, being authorized by
said churches, do agree to form ourselves into an Aseociation, to be
known by the name of the Chattahoochee United Freewill Baptist
Association, and we promise not to withdraw ourselves from this Associa-
tion withoUt first stating our reasons to.the body for such intended
withdrawal. L

It is proposed by the Association, first, #0. promote revivals of religion
tﬁvm and protfracted meetings. Secosiflly, to take an active part in

ome Missions. It is not intended by thi§Association to discuss queries.
It is not the design of this Aseociation %#ointerfere in any way with the
n:g.:ﬁndenca of churches composing it. “I&' is not intended to establish
c , rules of discipline, or, to make any law whatever to bind the -

-~ churches, but to léave each church to regulate its own affairs.

We, as an Association, take the Old and New Testaments as our
confession of faith, as relates to the independency.

We believe that a duly organized church coneists of & congregation of
saints, baptized upon a creditable profession of faith in Chnist. Christ
is the only Christian law-giver and supreme head of the churches, and !
the word of God the only infalliable rule of faith and practice. Every
man has an inalienable right to private judgment in concerns of religion,
and an equal right to express his opinion in any way which will not
violate the %wa of God or the right of his fellow-man. :

\) A chure a right to adgpt such_measures only as are in accordance .
with the Word of God, and such are deemed necessary tocarry into effect
the system of practice.
-The church is the highest ecclesiastical tribunal on earth, from whose g
' decision there is no appeal. :

This constitution may be altered or amended at any meeting of the

Agsociation by two-thirde of the body.
™ Read and adopted the above as the Constitution of the Chattahoochee
United Freewill Baptist Association.
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CHURCH DECORUM.

1. The church may c¢hoose a or annually at the last regular confer-
ence in associational year; or, if they prefer it, may choose a pastor for an
indefinite length of time to continue from year to year, so long as they
may deem it proper to keep up the connection.

2. When it becomes neccessary, a or may be chosen at any other
time; but if the choice be made at a ngcsilal conference, the time nﬂmt be
appointed at a montly meeting of the church.

3. The pastor shall be Moderator of the church, but when he is absent,
or does not sit as Moderator, being present, some suitable brother shall -
be appointed to sit in his place. -

4. There sball be two or more deacons in the church, whose duty it
shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of the contribu-
tions made by the church for the pastor, etc.. and to distribute the bread
and wine in the administration of the Lord’s Supper.

5. The dedcons shall take notice of such members as refuse or neglect
to partake of the Lord’s Supper and endeavor to ascertain the cause, that
the same may be laid before the church in conference, if necessary.

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk, and it shall be his
duti; to do all the recording and other writing pertaining to the business
of the church, and to preserve a file of the minutes of the Association.

. 7. When a new Clerk is appointed, all the books, minutes, etc., belong-
ing to the Clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by his predecessor.

8. When the church deems it necessary, a committee of not less than
three male members, well acquainted with business, shall be appointed,
whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethren who apply to them
relative to cases of dealing, etc., with the church.

9. The chuarch ehall hold a two days’ meeting monthly, embracing
Saturday and the Lord’s day following, the first of which shall be the
regular time of conference.

10. It ehall be the duty of every member, male and female, to attend
each conference meeting if they can; for on that day the pastor is ex-

-pected to instruct the church in special manner by giving plain and
pointed lessong on doctrine, discipline and the rules of holy living.

11. Any male member who shall fail to attend three successive confer-
ences, and any member whatever who may be generally remiss in attend-
ing the meetings of the church, according to the covenant (Article 10),
shall be cited to appear in conference and answer for his neglect, but the
church may exempt members from this rule if necessary.

12. Conference shall be opened and conducted as follows: Prayer
(unlees divine services have just been concluded, and generally then). 2.
Invite visiting members to seats. 3. Open the doors for the reception
of members. 4. Call for absentees. 5. For acknowledgments. 6.
For reference or deferred business, 7. For matters of dealing which are
in order to come before the church. 8. For migscellaneous business.

13. Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister churches, ghall be
allowed to speak and make motions or seconds, but not allowed to vote.

14. An orderly member of the Baptist Church may be received into the
church without a letter, when it is made apparent that his Christian
character is unimpeachable, and that he has applied for a letter and could
not obtain it. /i

15. No member shall be received without the unanimous consent of
the members present, but unreasonable objections shall not be valid, and
unless withdrawn, the member who makes them shall be liable to be
taken under dealing by the church.
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16. When the Moderator calls for absentees, the Clerk shall inform
—  the church what male members have been absent from three successive
conferences, and the Moderator shall appoint some brother or brethren

to cite each of them &o the next conference.

17. No member ehall be expelled unless he has been cited verbally or
in writing, to attend his trial; provided, his residence be known to the
<hurch. [

18. When a witness, not a member of the church, is introduced, he
shall not be examined till the question has been put to the church: Will
you hear the testimony of this witness?

19. The evidence in ever{ case of dealing and acknowledgment shall be
minuted in the church book. _

20, Members dismissed from the church by letter, who become disor-,
-deélg, or continue to hold their letters without a good reason, shall be
cited to the conference to answer for their conduct. \

21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on their petition,
if their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that they have
sincerely repented of their former evil. - -

22. A vote shall not be taken upon any question without a move and a
second, and in all important questions the vote shall be taken by rising
to the feet. 23

23, No motion shall be made while 8 move and second is before the
conference. -

924. Tt shall be considered disorderly for any* member to abeent bimself
from conference when an important question is to be decided; buta
member, upon his request, may be exempted from voting on either side
in peculiar cases. .

95. No member shall leave the house during eonference without a suffi-
cient cauge, nor engage in ‘conversation or whispering without being
subjected to be called to order by the Moderator.

98. All discussions in conferenee must be conducted with calmness and

feeling; those who speak m rise to their feet and address the
erator, and keep to the point in the debate.

27. No one ehall speak more than’ times on the same motion with-
out permission from the Moderator, nor “shall the remarks of anyone be
unreasonably long. 2 >

28. When the Moderator ks in debate he must nominate some
brother Moderator in his 8 #5

29. No one ghall be interrupted while ‘#peaking, unless it is necessary
to call him to order. ; o B

80. It shall be the rule of the church t¢
the Lord’s Supper at least four times a
paid by the church. = X ,

. 81. Members not in good standing shall not commune but the admin-
q:ialeh;l-a't.mn sball not be deferred on account of any ‘ordinary matter of

32. Feet washing shall be attended to as the church sees proper.

83. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer, shall be observed on proper
occasions. : : g :

84. The Decorum may be amended or altered by the Vote of two-thirds
of the members present at any two successive monthly conferences.

end to the administration of
.- and the expenses are to be

X

-

8

h._ . y .‘. .
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES.

1. We believe that a gospel church, or & cburch of Christ, is a congre-
ion of Christians, constituted and governed according to the rules
down in the New Testament.

2. That these rules require churches to preaeﬂ:re the form of govern-

ment and the ordinances of the first Christian churches, and to be com-
posed of baptized believers in Christ.

3. That this vigible church is the aggregate or whole number of gospel
churches, and that the invirible church is composed of the redeemed
now in Heaven, and such Christians on earth as are not attached to the
vigible according to gospel rules.

4. That the establishment of a central or Catholic government over the
vigible church, or any fpart thereof, is a devise of earthlv ambition
repuguant to the word o God, subversive of the churches and dangerous
to the liberties of men.

5. That the 1 churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or tribu-
nals authorized by the Scriptures; that each church has the unrestricted
right to administer itse own government without eupervision or inter-
ference; being under Christ essentially independent and abeolute; and
that if this right be surrendered to a ruperintending jurisdiction, by dele-
gation or otherwise, the assembly then ceases to be a gospel church.

6. That churches may, nevertheless, we suppose, meet by delegates,
form an association, and declare the terms npon which they will keep up
a friendly corregspondence; but that the rights and authority of churches
being ipalienable are in no wise compromised or hindered by entering
into an’association, and therefore associations have no shadow of authority
over churches or individuals, their only power being to transact business
which does not pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacity, or to
promote mutual intercourse and a concentration of voluntary effort, and
to give that advice to the church which might with equal authority, be
given by any individual.

7. That the authority of church is designed for the perpetuation of the
true religion of the gospel, and the preservation of a pure and orderly
body of Christians on earth; that it is fully sufficient for the purposes
intended but that it does not extend to the persons, property or con-
sciencies of men in any case whatever.

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in Christ
and obedience to gospel; that faith in Chriet necesearily existe in the
connection with the belief in the fandamental truths of Christianity, and

_~~=~that to prescribe to any other requigite of church membership is an
i assumption of authority on the part of the church and a departure from
the plan of the gospel.

9. That the officers of & church are elders and deacons; that elders are
also called bishops or pastors; that all elders are equal in rank, thongh
they perform different functions, since some may be the bishops or
pastors orf-farticnlar churches, while others may be gimply elders, having
no pastoral charge.

10. That the authority of the minister of the iospel extends to teaching,
exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot perform any act
which belongs to the authority of the church, such as the reception of
' members into the church compact, or the expulsion of offenders; that as

a member of the church he is no more than any other member, and if he
is guilty of transgression he is to be brought to trial before his brethren

. and convicted or n’c%nit.ted in the same manner us if he were a private
person; yet we think it prudent and proper to call in advisory help,.
especially if the minister is to be tried upon heresy.

| . |
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11. The Christian baptiemn is immiersion of a believer in water in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

12. That the Lord’s Supper and washing of the saint’s feet is an ordi-
nance to be observed in the church till the Lord comes.

13. That the elders and deacons must be set apart to their offices by
ordination, or the imposition of the hands of the presbytery, and prayer;
without which they are not authorized to administer the ordinances per-
taining to their respective offices.

14. No preacher shall be ordained unless called to take charge of a '

church as pastor, or for some other good and sufficient reason.

ARTICLES OF FAITH AND DOCTRINAL VIEWS.

1. We believe that the Holy Bible wag written by men divinely
inspired and is a treasure of Heavenly ingtruction; that has a God for its
author, salvation for its end and truth without anv mixture of error for
ite matter; that it reveals the principles by which God will judge us, and
therefore, that it shall remain with us to the end of time, the true center
of Christian union and the supreme standard to which all human conduct
and opinione ehould conform.—Rev. xiii. 14, John v. 39.

2. That there is one true and living God, whose name is Jehovah, the
Maker and Ruler of Heaven and earth, inexpressibly glorious in holiness,
worthy of all possible honor, confidence and love, revealed in the peraonai
distinction of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, equal inevery divine perfection,
and executing distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of

-redemption—Exod. vi. 3; Ps. xxxijj, 18

8. That man was created in a state of holiness under the laws of hig
Maker, but by voluntary ‘t.mnsgressi{n fell from that holy and happy
state, in consequence of which men?are now gipners, not by constraint,
but by choice, being by nature utterly void of that holiness required by
the law of God, wholly given to the gratification of the world, of Satan
and their ogn einful passions, and therefore under just condemnation to
eternal ruin, without defense or excuse.—Gen. i. 27; ii. 7; iii. 6, 19, 23.

4. That the salvation of sinners is wholl¥ of grace through the media-
torial office of the son of God, who took - him our nature; yvet with-
out sin, honored the law by his personal obegience, and made atonement

* for sin by his death; being risen from th ad, he is now enthroned in
Heaven and uniting in his wonderful persoi‘the tender sympathies with
divine perfection, is every way qualified $0'be a suitable, compassionate

_ and all-sufficient Sa‘vionr.—Ep{l. 1. 5; v, 8

_ ble, ¢
, 8 Rom. vii. 11, 27.

5. That the great gospel blessings which Ghrist of his fulness bestows
on such as believe 6n him is justification; that justification consists in the
pardon ol ein and promise of eternal life apon principles of righteous-
ness; that it is bestowed, not in consideration of anything which we have
done, but solely through his own righteousness nnc{ atonement, and that
it brings us into a state of moet blessed peace and favor with God.—Rom.
viii. 30; Ezek. xviii. 27, 28; John iii. 14, 13, 16; Rom. viii. 17.

6. That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by-the gospel;
that it is the, immediate duty of all to receive them by: cordial and obe-
dient faith, and that nothing Freventa‘the salvation of the greatest sinner
ggoﬁr.;" enri.lh ]?ut. I_hils low_:l1I VO, l;:l]llf ref;::al to submit to the dLortlll;]hesna

which refusal will subject him to an aggregated condemnation.
—Mark xvi. 16; John xvii. 20; Isa. xiv. 22. .

7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated, or born again:
that regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind, and is
effl in 2 manner above our comprehension by the power of the Holy

_=
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Spirit producing voluntary obedience to the gospel, and that its proper
evidence is found in the holy fruite which we bring forth to God.—John
iii. 3, 5, 7, 8; Matt. iii. 8, 10.
8. That election is the gracious purpose of God, atcording to which he
nerates, sanctifies and saves sinners; that being perfectly coneistent
with the free agency of man, it comprehends all the means with theend;
that it is a most glorious display of ’s goodness, being infinitely wise,
holy, uuchangeable; that it ntterly excludes boasting and promotes
humnpility, prayer, praise, trust in God and active imitation of his free
 mercy; that it encon the use of means in the highest degree; that it
is the foundation of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with
regard to ourselves demands and deserves our utmost diligence.—Eph. i.
5, 6,7, 8,910, 12, ’
9. That the preservink attachment of true believers to Christ is the
grand work which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that a
ial providence watches over their welfare, and that they are kept by
the power of God through faith unto salvation.—Eph. 17, 18.

10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangable rule of his govern-
ment; that it is boly, just and good, and that the inability which the
Scriptures ascribe to {nllen man to fulfill its precépts arises entirely from
their love of sin, to deliver them from which, and to restore them
through a mediator to unfeigned obedience to the holy law is one design
of the gospel, and of the means of grace connected with the establishment
of the visible church.—Matt. v. 17, 18; Luke x:. 13-20, xiv. 17.

11. That the first day in the week is the Lord’s day, or Christian Sab-
bath; that it should be kept sacred to religious purposes by abetaining
from all secuiar labor and recreation; by the direct observance of all the
means of grace, both private and public, and by preparation for the rest
which remains for the people of God.—Exod. xix. 8; Heb. iv. 9; Thes. i.
7; Pe. xvi. 9.

12. That civil government is of divine appointment for the interest
and good order of human society; that the maiistmtes are to be prayed
for conecienﬁousr:iy, honored and obeyed in all things not contrary to the
will of onr Lord Jesus Christ, who is the lord of consciences and the
prince of the kings of earth.—Heb. xiii. 7; Acts xxiii. 5; Tim. v. 17.

«—~ 13. That there ie a radical and essential difference between the right-

eous and wicked; that such only are justified by faith in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and eanctified by thespirit of God, as are truly righteous in
his‘esteem, while all such as continue in impenitence and unbelief are, in
his gight, wicked and under the curse, and this distinction holds among
men both in and after death.—Matt. xxv. 45, 46; Mark xvi. 16.

14. That the end of this world is approaching, when Christ will descend
from Heaven and raise the dead from their graves to final retribution;
that a solemn separation will then take place, the righteous being
adjudged to everlasting happiness and the wicked to endless ﬁnnishman_t;
and that jndgment will fix forever the final state of man, in Heaven orin
:l;iell, on principles of righteousness.—John v. 25; Matt. xxv. 31, 32, 33,

, 41, 46.
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