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PROCEEDINGS

CHA']"I‘.—\II!NI(‘H El ASSOCIATION.

: Th¢'Sevent}'-ﬁrsL Annual Session (tf'thc Chattahoocher
' I:,'xiitéd Free Will Baptist Association convened with
. Bpring Hill Church, Marion Co., Gia., commencing on

’rgfgﬁda}' hight beforethe first Sunday in October, 1906.
* The introductory sermon was preached Friday at 11
élock, a. m., by Rev. 1. L. Lumpkin trom Mark 16:135,
?ﬁé“ged by Rev. W. H. Holmes.

“A fter an intermission ot onc and one-half hours for re-
" freshments the body was called to order hy the former
~ -moderator, Rev. J. K. Brown. The former clerk was in
- "hiSkeat.
e I'Iiie first business was an invitation to visiting breth-
L-Ten,to seats with us in the body: the nexr husiness in
M order was a call for corresponding letters and received
: ﬁtﬁfrs from seventeen churches in the association.
-._,On motion of the hody, Revs. H. L. Lumpkinand A. J.
.:Pa}-'ﬁﬂ' were appointed to read the letters, which duty
& -t performed and the names of the delegates enrolled.
'J: "{Od‘y permanently organized by clecting Rev. J. R.
TV 1 - D oays 4 it ~loerk

X é_dmoder::lt.o.r and Rev. W, D. Gill clerk.
tlled for petitionary letters—none presented.

palled for corresponding messengersand received Rev.
fo H. Holmes from the Georgia Union Association.
20 motion of the body, Rev. J. M. Emanuel be seated
wvisitor from the South Georgia Association.
.nted committee on preaching—]. W. Mitchel,
«Bryan from the church and Bros. G. W. Pool,
S ta'tMCBrldc, A. C. Cromer from the hody.

ite of the churches and character of the ministry—

*anggs, J. H. Hanson, J. 1. Little, W. M. Watson,
4 ;';;]aOrdan,J_ S. Lockhart, W. I’. Rainy. :
"Obit;‘cej‘_]- J. Jones, T. P. Carr, 8. N. Little. /
E WD G?I?EE agd deccased ministers—H, L. Lumpkisg,
A » £. C, Grimslev. d
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1D report as follows: We he;
the Frig WiLL B, PTIST
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4 Commityee
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ur young min;
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Schools in oi:r-_association ‘€ find in g
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t the neglect of the
g r€tommend tha L]
IS association Organize 4 Sunday;
himself , speciall

: ganizingSundaySchoolsan
an oppr)rtumt)‘. ;
CRev. AT PARKER, Chm.

v | Onitu, RIES.—We, your Committee On obituaries, Deg,
3 | leave to make the following Teport: We g that th _
Pastors of the Variouys churches Write the obituariesang
hand them ¢q the clerk for Publication. - o
EV.H. L. Ly PKIN, Chm.
Ommittee, beg leave tomakethe
nd paid iy from the various
T Minutes 331.50, In the hands of the—trea?:

Fixax

CE.—We, Your ¢
ollowip

g report:” We f
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s e wen also find paid intromthe various churdds
‘-52,203_\\;;3:;;2 Sl‘!l.] O, in hands of the treasurer
iy jo cOf‘_';*;llso find in the hands of the LI'L‘:I!-:lII't‘_l"S-J.'.’{]
'3 ,9(.): w and r(.l)airin;: churches, also 86G.00 for miis
g building Rev. 1. ]. Joxes, Chm.

{ ' work- . A
i £ OF THE CHURCHES AXD CHARACTER OF T
S '_'S_TJ‘:R‘\_ —We, vour committee, hew leave to make the
- T . k.

o ort: \We find all thechurchesin goad stanc
,":,Lngﬁs]g%nd all the l!]i!liS}tI‘S m wood standing ¢z
% 3. C. Brown and [. W. Carpenter, and we recom
®hd that these names be dropped: we ;1159 recommerd
¢ Columbus church revoke Bro. W. B. Goble's letter
Bl that the clerk notify the church through the miz
83t e also recommend that all ordained and licenci-
Eministers make a report at next session of thishocy
kowhat they are doing and upon failure to do this,
@subject to be dealt with.
- J. R. Jorpax, Chm.
BORDER OF PREACHING.— riday at 11, a.m., thestan.]
i 'occupied by Rev. H. L. Lumpkin who preached from
s Mark 16: 15, followed by Rev. \W. H. Holmes. Fri-
@y at 7: 30, p. m., the stand wasoccupied by Rev.S. .
gtle who preached frowa Rev. 3: 20, followed by Rev.
iH. Emerson. Saturday at 9, a. m., the stand was
gecupied by Rev. W. H. Holmes who preached from Heo,
=14, followed by Rev. J. V. Klosser. Saturdayatll,
s, the stand was occupied by Rev. ]J. M. Emanuel
preached from Tim. 4: 9, followed by Rev. W. T,
ki Saturday at 3, p. m,, the stand was occupicd
S »W. B. Posev who preached from Heb. 9: 7, fol-
_by Rev. Henry Horn. Saturday at 7: 30, p. m.,
RS nd was occupied by Rev. J.J. Jones who preached
gEzek 37: 4, followed by Rev. E. C.Grimsley. Sun-
£ 9: 30, a. m., the stand was occunied by Rev. W.J.
#xin ' who preached from John 4: 29. Sundayat11,
prie stand was occupied by Rev. J. M. Emanuel,
#ed by Rev. J. R. Brown.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINJ'SS,
llaneous business was called and the following
8S disposed of:
geponted corresponding messengers to our sister as-
BL - 00s as tollows: To the Georgia Union, Revs. A.J.
e -t and J. R. Brown.
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1P ESPONDING LTI,
FCOXE . o B st ee T i
"ETHRE-\""“C hau_ en permiited throug!
as of God tO meet in anotie: »sscvin:ion o

awbiod Spirit seemed to e and reien i gy
S everything was done in peze and love &.r
e el thankful to the wood Lord. [ienr Lret™-.-

eyt session meets witi Trinity church, cor:-
s on T hursdav night before tie first Sundav in
el . when and where we hope 1o meet Vour
Sdents in love. ' W. D. GiLi. Clerk.

e JOBITUARIEN,
his life May. 22nd. 1606, Sister Clevand.
@fister Blair joined the Free Wil Baj:tist church
fPlive in 1596, and was baptized by Eld. A. s
peiShe lived a consecrated, beautiful Christian
piragrance of which was shed around her litc.
ghr was 30 vears old. She leaver a husband
pEchildren to mourn their loss. May God bles:,
WOt them. Ny they strive to imitate the ex.
¥en them Dy her, and one sweet day meet her
i®¥ergreen shore and live there with her through-
@WWett eternal Sabbath. A. ]. PARKER.
B Fhis life April 12¢h, 1906, Sister \Minnie L.

~vinnie was born October 17th, 1884, mak-
#3IOn carth 21 years, 5 months and 18 days.
17 Jomned the church in 1901 and was bap-
R8A. J. Parker. Sister Guy lived a consistent
Mefinistian life. The beautiful graces .and
B Christian womanhood hloomed in her
Pavas wafted to all who surrounded herin
usweet little angel infant who lived buta
e Ax0d called it home to live forever m .
i home wvith mother. Shelegvesa hushand,
er, six brothers, two sisters and =
and friends who deeply sympathize
€ir sad loss. Farewell sister till we meet
A.J. PARKER.

03
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. Sister H. FoFuoifond departed thishiz Apnii 2 ith, 1904,
<ister Fultord joined the Free Will Bapust chuarch 4r
sears ago and lived a consistent, dutiful Chnistuan 1%
cntil death claimed her. Sheé was a daughter of opy
much beloved and lamented Rev. ). |, Apperson. She
t=aves e¢ight children and concourse ot friends and rela.
tives who deeply symipathize with them in their sod
loss.  She was a4 member of Pleasant Hill church. Fare-.

well sister until we mect again. A. J. PARKER.
Sister Nancy Lockhart was 75 years old and joined
P’rovidence Free Will Baptist church in early childhocd
and until death she was taithful to her church and pas-
<or and loval to her God. About 18 months ago Iwzes
called to the church which she was 2 member, but feve
times did she have the opportunity of going to church 3
sn the account of aflictions, but when present we felt
assured that there was another prayer ascending up to
;od for some one. Oh, how beautiful it is to see anold
zray-headed person rejoicing for the time to come whea
>0d says, it is finished, come up higher, and how mucir:
~reater it will be when we can fold our hands in peace
and close our eyes in death and be borne away on tie
glittering wings of angels and meet our sainted mothers-
and children that has gone on hefore and are resting
under thé.shadow of the tree. Dear children, weep not,-
ior mother is not dead but swecetly sleeping, and Dby
holding out faithful unto the end yvou will see her agant’
where there will be no more sad parting, there where:
congregations never break up and Sabbath has no end
By her pastor, Erp. H. L. LCNPKIN..

Bro. J. T. Sheats was born Aug. 3rd, 1836, in Clark 5%
county, Ga., ant )

LA TR

s

b

i died Aug. 10th, 1906, near Buenavistajcg
Marion county, Ga., making his stay on earth 70 yeatSs
and 7 days. 41865 he was happily married to MiSH
nate Powell swho'was a faithful helpmate until aboRES
S years agowhen the angel of death came and bore 1! £
spirit into the sweet heyond. Bro. Sheats united hid="g

- self with the Free Will Ba"ptist church at Corinthaboffg
10 years ago and was always at his post and ready ¢
Yook after the interest of his church and its pastor. ‘2%
remember well three years ago when1 made my
visit to Corinth as its pastor, Bro. Sheats' was on¢ %
the first homes I visited aind well do I remember wheBes

-
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we hade him adicu e took us by the hand and <aid v -
rtily welcome you, my house is 2 preacher’s hongc.

hea . R : p
iﬁ.o Sheats has been it sufterer jor 41 years with' -
dreadf'-!l‘—’(’“gh' No one buz God knows how much o

cufiered, though he was never known to murmur nes

complain. He bore his afifictions with patience unt.

{he end. Brother and Sister Sheats were blessed wish

a large family. Some of them have passed away mans
| years ago, and to those that yet live, weep notas thos:

that have no hope, but pray daily and take the advic:
of thy father and torsake not the laws of thy mother.
Bro. Sheats was a member of the Masonic Lodge :.t
Buenavista and was laid to rest by that order.

By his pastor, ELn. H. L. LunPRIX.

EXECLUTIVLE COMMITTEE.
J. T. Hardy, Lizella, Ga.; G. \W. Fulford, Roval, Gu.:
W. Q. Rayburn, Oglethorpe, Ga.; A. L. Waller, Tazewe!l,
Ga.; T. A. Britt, Columbus, Ga.; G. \V. Pool, Buenavis::.,
= Ga.; J. R. Baty, Smithville, Ga.

CHURCH ORGANIZATION.

* Preliminaries: When several believers wish to be or-
ganized intc a church, they request a council from soe
_Mster church. This council or committee (common!s
QHed an arm) examines into the Christian character,
getrine and fellowship of the applicants, and theirabil-
§+0 sustain a church. If the examination is satisfac-
L¥, the organization proceeds as follows:
Bible is presented as the only rule of faith and
A church covenant is read and adopted. A
LOI consecration is offered. The Lhand ot fellow-
Biven. The church then proceeds to elect its ofi-
Faich are a clerk, a treasurer, a pastor, who acts
getator in all church meetings, and a hoard of di-
B% Who coristitute, with the pastor, a committee
mote order, activity, attendance, and the means
“ Denevolence, and sufficient discipline in the
= eacons should possess sound piety, good busi-
gEitity and large benevolence. They hold office
pr cascre of the church. They assist in baptism
e I-Opd.'s Supper, have the care of the poor, and
t religious meetings in the absence of the pastor.
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the members ana nigssengers conposing thie "Chagd
st e Fres Vel Baptist Association to Cop.
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We bdzevallke ! Uro. sieeiseavs 3T Lo 2T [)Eu«?{[}rfot
celtFsgny vear, Spintuisd condition of the chund
........ inie efmeeting i, Sunday,  Served
v Retusie. .......... We send as representatives ..
.......... HKeccived by letter ... received by profession
aitlegesl . recerved Dy experience ......... : number ex
seilend <800 Cismissed by fetter ......... ; paid for minuteg
........ : paid for correspondened .........: pai! for building
sivd repairing churches L s ordained ministers ... 58
L0, Ll total membership of church L. : numbeg
wiho have died .........
This done by ovder of the church in conference thisl
......... BT AR b ki
..................... Moderator. P. (0. ...........s
.................. Chureh Clerk. Pt coiviiiniinnia

CIRCULAR LETTEI.

DEAr BRETHREN: Through the kind providence of @
a:wise God the time has airived for me to address ¥

tute for such I will try, by the help of the good LOE
to set forth some of the scriptural reasons why we 2%
United Free Will Baptist Church should be united
practice a8 well as in name. It is true there is SC
thing in @mname if.the principle and practice are in 18
mony withthe name, otherwise it is as sounding DG3
mkling symbal. -
Let meno.v call your attention to the third vers§
eral Epistlé of Jude. “Earnestly contend fofi
1 was once delivered to the saints.” 1.}
1-7, “For many deceivers arc entered into the wWOX
10th verse, “If there come any unto you, receive
not into your house, neither bid him God speed; 0%
that biddeth him God speed is partaker of hiS%
deeds.” Now brethren, we know that false ideas %
sprung up, or at least the practice of the church 15
ferent id somne if not in many instances.
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o s then haptsaias ot oo ean not be

.t he the door : O a3 '
hr';;or into the church.  Yet such is Leine  practiced
thed(mu-rhl to the world. I’..rcthn'n. these thinus ought
ant = o be. Again hear him in St John 14: 6, 1 an:

3 to o

t. “}?::::1}. the truth, and the hie; no man cometh unto
L 1 . - - ¥ Y evinssvaw i ks LEd P —-_—

ef pe Father,: but by me” However we learn from

11. Peter 2: 1-2, "But' 1]1'('1}- l\\"f'l,'{:-! !Ells}' ]a‘:-r!:_phcls .'115'..:'
] among the people, even as there shall e false teachers
} ;,mong you, who privily shall bring in damnable llerc-
& ies, even denying the Lord, that bought them and
B  pring upon themselves swift destruction. And many
shalffoﬁow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom
the way of truth shall he evil spoken of.™
~ Again brethren, the 1dea prevails to some extent thay
" if a man has his name enrolled on the church book ot
“the United Free Will Baptist denomination, that hehas
ol  a perfect right to preach any and every kind ol doctrirc
3 that he may think of or want to preach. without sus-
@, pension or any interference by the church. lirethren, !
: 8 ﬁﬂm from the depth of my heart that the doctrine we
f:subacribe to; is the doctrine of Christ. If this be true,
_should we not earnestly contend for it> But it is saic
LDy some that they are doing no harm. The question
Larnses here, are they doing good? 1 believe with all my
g l't that they are doing harm. We read that there is
B0 middle ground that we could occupy; therefore, we
k( De doing good or evil. If we aliow these things
Bhout protest, are we not partakers of their evil
245, ) ;1!16 we keep them in our fellowship, are we
-',n We learn from 1. Tim. 3: 2,3, 5, “Formen
T lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
Wi blas;;hgmers, disobedient to parents, unthank-
Rt oly, without natural affection, truce breakers,
B eTs, Incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that
| . Having a form of godliness, hut denying the
ERESOf: from such turn away.” These would
Y€ those who are weak and uninformed. They
stng and never able tocome toaknowledge
f1. Again, 11. Cor. 6: 14, “Be ye not unequ!-
Rether with unbelievers;” 6: 15, “And what
Bhple. hrist with Belial? What agreement hatk
A th Of_‘God with idols? Wherefore. come out from:
.Ot'ttg and he yc separate, saith the Lord, ard
g He unclean thing, and I will receive you.

» 1
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r
Azaan, Gad, 1z, “If any man preach any other. gﬂsrdﬂ
unito vou than that ye have received, let him e 5%
cursed . Theretore brethren, let us not be tossed 3 :
with evary wind of doctrine. Let us, in the lzmgua.,!q.:_
the Apostle to the Hebrews, 10: 23, “Hold fast tq ¢pe |
profession ol our faith withount wavering,” “For jf We
sin wilfully after we have received a knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin." Again
we are tangeht in Col. 2: 8, “Beware lest any man g
yvou throush philosophy' and vain deceit, aiter the g
dition of men, after the rudiments of the world and pag
after Chitst.”  Also we are taught in Gal. 1: 7, 8, “p
there be some that trouble you, and would pervert
Gospel of Christ.  But though we or an angel forpg
heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that 'y
have received, let him be accursed.™
Dear Brethren. I have endeavored to try to presegg
to you a few of the many reasons why we as a churclg
should be united in principle and in practice as well #
in name. Now brethren. let me admonish you earnest:
Iy, contend for and aceept nothing that is tainted or;
departure from our faith and practice. **Be ve steadfast
unmoveable: always abounding therein.”  **Wherefof
Jex, us take heed to the things that we have heard,’ 18
at any time we let them slip.™ o
Atid now may God the Father, Scn and Holy Gho$§
ever guide us, that we may be united asthey are unité
This 1s the constant and catnest prayver of yvouf

worthy servant. ELp. ]. R. BROWNS

.'9

© CONSTITUTION -
2 OF THE R
Chat@aboochee United Free Wl Baptist Assoclatio

———

_Resolved, That we form an association upon thef
ciples laid down in the Holy Scriptures, to-wit: ¥
ciations appear from Scripture and ccclesiastical hiS§
to have been originally formed, not from any POSS
injunction, either from Christ or his Apostles, but 3§
mere expediency for the purpose of concentrating 4y
forts of individual churc¢hes and bringing them 0.5
with greater energy upon the subjects designed 2
accomplished Dy those churckes. " They Averc also



.
I

:Jered as aldvisory c wuncil, and resorted to assuch, hu:
Sdercet €0 E: PN i <, 1y ;
sver claimed any :1;.:11t. of u)llll-ll,‘.:‘ it over God’s herit-
u:'q_- nor was there advice considered bindine on the
'gi;u;‘chﬁ's' In a word, associations were wholly depend-
ent on churches, and churches were not dependent upon
associations, and notwithstanding the powerarrogates
to themselves by some modern Baptist Associations, we
adew them as being novhere precedented by the primi.
tive usages of any self-created hodies. _
We, the delegates from our respective churches, being

-authorized by said churches. do agree to form ourselves
into an association, to be known by the name of the
.Chattahoochee United F ree Will Baptist Association,
and we promise not to withdraw ourselves from this
association without first stating our reasons to the
body for such intended withdrawal,
1 20.It is proposed by the association, first, to promote
# wevivals of religion by camp and protracted meetings.
g Sccondly, to take an active part in Home Mission. It
¢ isnot intended by this association to discuss gueries.
. AEis not the design of this association to interfere in
Jany way with the independence of churches composing
#t.. It is notintended to establish creeds, rules of dis-
g ®ipline, or to make any law whatever to bind the
# <hurches, but to leave cach chureh to rcgul:i\tc its ows
wffairs. e

L:We, as an association, takethe Old and New Testz-
BCHLS as our confession of taith, as relates to the inde-
¥ den_c’;\’.
Dbelieve that a duly organized church consists of 2
mwtegation of saints, baptized upon a creditable pro-
¥ on of faith in Christ. Christ is the only Christian
g WV-Liver and supreme head of the churches, and thc
27 of God the only infallible rule of faith and prac-

SI4Very man has an inalienable right to private
SUicat in concerns of religion, and an equal right to
e S opinion in any way whick will not violate
W3 of God or the rights of his fellow-man.
rch has a right to adopt such measures only as
Bccordance with the Word of God, and such arc
Fw:ccssary to carry into effect the great system

ROTE TR ey T »
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Church is the highest ccelesiastical tr]ibunal on
» 'fom whose decision there is no appeal.
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This constitution may be altered or amendced at any
meeting of the association by two-thirds of the body.

Read . and adopted the above as the  Constitution of
the Chattahooc ee bmted Free W:ll B’l‘[]tl‘:t Associa-
tion. .

y % \ =
"l

s2afis.. cuuau{ m-,(;onua.

- 15The ch'urch may‘ choose a pastor annuallv at the
last regular conferenue in associational year; or, if they
prefer it ‘may ‘choose a pastor for an indefinite len gth of
tithe t6'cofitinue fromi year to' year,'so: long as they may
‘deem’it prbpér 1o keep up: ‘t;hmonnecnhn

2. ‘'When'1t becomes Tiecessary, 'a’pastor may be chos-
en at any other time; but if thc choice be made at a

cotiference; the time must be appomted at a
monthly fneeting of the church.
" 3.!The pdstor shall bemoderator of the church but
wher'he'is’ absent or does not'sit as ‘moderator, being
present; ‘sofme 1tab1e brother =sball be appomted to
sit in his place. |,

4. There shallfbe two or more‘deations in the church,
whost duty*it shall be to superintend the collection and
disbursement of the confributions made by’ the church
for the pastdr, etc., and to ‘distributé- the bread and
ation-of the Lord’s Supper. -
take notice o.t' such members as

5. The deacons

‘refuseorneglecﬁto’ ar 'ke'ofﬂ;ez O¥d’s*Supper and
-endeavor to  theéicatise it B the s emay be
laxd before the chu: 'conferem-c fgecessary.

'Sonie"suitam& person: shaltbe's uj,,« ttuclerk ‘and
; T"" diny g d-‘OthCr

' 'i“ ititch, 'and‘to
BOCIHtION. 7' - l

tilydelweredto
HrmL L.

e 'tommxttgc
‘i *cqnai

: ‘_-- .‘_"-. lﬂh 4t -shall_
'tl't'tb T ‘-"‘*'-“g‘—%’: - ‘.. % P b
9. Thechurchshhll o!d "tyo days” mceting’mon’fhu
1y, mbfdﬁhg-ﬁatul’dad‘*& 3 thieiord's ﬂay‘foﬂomng,l

4

'!aq, "y ]‘l'mixm. vap g
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the first of which shali be the regular time of conference,
10. It shall be the duty of every member, male and
female, to attend each conference meeting .1f they can;
for on that day the pastor is expected to instruct ‘the
church in special manner by giving plain and pointed
lessons on doctrme, dlsmphne and the rules of holy liv-
ing.
1i. Any male member who shall fail to attend three
successive conferences, and any member whatever who
may be generally remiss in attending the meetings of
the church according to the covenant (Article 10), shall
be cited to appear in conference and answer for his neg-
lect, but the church may exempt members from thisrule
if necessary.
s 12. Conference shall be opened and conducted as fol-
¢ lows: 1. Prayer (unless divine services have just been
F B concluded, and generally then). 2. Invite visiting mem-
bers to seats.. 3. Open the doors for the reception. of
members. 4. Cali for absentees. 5. For acknowledg-
ments. 6. For reference or deferred business. 7. For
matters of dealing which are in order to come before
the church. 8. For miscellaneous business.

13. Visiting brethren, as helps'called in from sister
churches, shall be allowed to speak and make motions
or seconds, but not allowed to vote. .,

14 -An orderly member of the Baptist Church may be
received into thechutch w;xthput a, letter, when it is
made a tthat ]ns Ch:gt:an character is unim.

]l:i ag applied, 405,.A. letter and.
coulq L f'- i ford 0% gl wranednydrin . 5
i, o el ""“"““’um" *&m“““"
. mous consent,of the. me: preserit;; i ]
objectionsshz “"”'-‘u trch ﬁ" n%e
the member,w *’""*“
' ot i
undeﬂ.ﬂu X
163 Whet ’ff“f fireckl
Shalljan‘ ' 5. -‘7 '-r*d .,\_P.,

‘.tachbr .l-'| I-‘ 'é:# I’. ; ‘t‘-

- 170 N tubttibets .m-
- cited'¥arbally-of. iting,to a
wided, Hiss g
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I8, When oowitness, not a meniber of the chureh, is 3
mtroduce:d, he shall not be exzammaed till the (Juestiop
pas heen put to the church: Wil von hc:n'thc:tcstimony
it thig witness?

19. The evidence in every vase of dealing and ac.
tnowledgment shall be minuted in the church book,

20. Members dismissed from the church by letter
vho hecome disorderly, or continuce to hold lhl.‘il’]t‘tter;
svithout & goord reason, shall he cired to the conference
to answer tor their conduct. ‘

21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship
on their petition, 1f their walk since expulsion has con. 1
vinced the ehurch that they have sincerely repented of |
their former-evil.

22. A voteshall not be taken upon any question
without a move and a second, and in all important 4
questions the vote shall be taken by rising to the feet. @

23. No wotion shall be made while a move and see- |
omd 1s before the conference. '

24. It shall be considered disorderly for any member
to absent himself from conference when an important §

vuestion is to be decided; but a member, upon his re- §
quest, may be exempted from voting on either side in 3§
peculinr cases.
- 25. No member shall leave the house during confer-
ence without a sufficient cause, not ingage in conversa- 3
1100 or whispering without being subjected to be called 3
10 orderiby the moderator. 2

26. All discussions in conference must he conducted d
with calmness and good feeling; those who speak musts
rise 10 their feet and address the moderator, and keep
19 the point in'the debate, ,

27. No one’shall speak more than three times on thes
same motiony ithout permission from the moderatofy
nor shall the remarks of anyone be unreasonably longs

28. 'When the moderator speaks in debate he mu$
nominate some brother moderator in his stead.

29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking, uH
less it is necessary to call him to order. i%

30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to tig
administration of the Lord’s Supper at least four times
a year, and the expenses are to he paid by the church.4

31. Members not in good standing shall not cO™S

A
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-' _ e, but the administration shall not be deferrerd  on
e munc t of any ordinary matter of dealing, '

: B ; - L
. gcgg“ Feet-washmg shall be attended to as the chureh

r.

' § ”g‘s?rggfﬂic fasting, humiliation and prayer shall he
- Apbstl"red on Proper uccasions.

34. The Dec9r11111 may be amended or alterad by the

. yote of two-thirds «:i the members present ot any two

- guccessive monthly conferences.

el GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES,
. We believe that a Gospel church, or church of
hrist, is a congregation of Christians constituted and
overned according to the rules laid down in the New
estament.
2. That these rules require churches to preserve the
yrm of government and the ordinances of the first
*hristian churches, and be composed of baptized he-
evers in Christ.
#3. That the visible church 1s the aggregate or whaole
: -15"" of Gospel churches, and that theinvisible church
18 composed of the redeemed now in Heaven: and ol
such Christians now on earth as are not attached 1t
he visible according to the Gospel rules.
4. That the establishment of central or Catholic
tgovernment over the visible church or any part thercoy
{8 2 device of earthly ambition repugnant to the word
B 0d and subversive of the churches and dangerous
ae liberties of men.
«That the Gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical
€8 or tribunals authorized by the Scriptures; that
A church has the unrestricted right to administer its
A povernment without supervision or interference,
'_];'r: under Christ essentially independent and absolute
g kbat if this right be suriendered to a superintend-
‘jl'lnsdu:tion, by delegation or otherwise, the assem-
s ach ceases to be a Gospel church.
Wi That a church may nevertheless, we suppose, mect
ates, foim an association and declare the terms
ich they will keep up a friendly correspondence,
the rights and authority of the churches being
lable, are in no wise compromised by or hindercd

: €atering an association, and therefore associations
i

4 W

Dut that
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have no shadow of authority over churches ar ingjyia®
aals, their only powers being to transact husiness Whiol f
does not pertain to churches in their ceclesiastical oq§
pagity, or to promote mutual intercourse and  congep 8
tration of voluntary cfiort, and to give that advice o
churches which might with equal authority be gi\'enb’
any mdividual, :

7. That the authority ot churcles 1s designed for the;
perpetuation of the true religion of the Gospel and fog
the preservation of a pure and orderly bLody of Chrigé
tians on earth, that it 1s fully sufficient for (he purpos
intended, but that it does not extend to the person's
property or consciences of men in any ciase whatever,

S. That the only requisites to church membershipargd
faith in Chnist and obecience to the Gospel; that faith
in Christ necessarily exists in connection with the belief
in the fundamental truths of Christianity, and that te
prescribe any other requisite of church membershipisan
assumption of authority on the part of the church and
«t departure from the plan of the Gospel.

9. That the officers of the church are ¢lders and dea
cons; that elders are also called bishops or pastors; that!
all elders are equai in rank, though they mav perform
different functions, sitice some may be the hishops or}

. pastors of particular churches, while others may be
simply elders, having no pastoral charge. ;

10. That the authority of the minister of the Gospel]
extends to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but DO
farther, that he cannot perform any act which belong®
to the authority of the church, such as the reception 0%
members int@ the church compact, or the expulsion
offenders; that as a member of the charch hé is nQ morg
than any othér member, and if he is guilty of transgreg
sion he 1s to B€'brought to trial before his brethren a8
convicted or acquitted in the same manner as if he Wi
a private person; yet we think it prudent and propefs
call in advisory help, especially if the minister is t0 3%
tried upon a charge of heresy. 9

11. That Christizn baptism is the immersion of 2 Dg
liever in water in the name of the Father and ofthe
and of the Holy Ghost.

12. That the Lord’s Supper and washing of
saints’ feet is an ordinance to be observed in the cb
till the Lord comes.
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13 The elders and deacons must be set apartto then
cé py ordination it the imposition of the hands of
resbytery and prayer, without which they are not

g :2i}?oriz£:d to administer the ordinances pertaining to

: K- . tive office.

) 3 eir respec . a

: s -th14_. No preacher shall be ordamed unless called ta
¢ake charge ol a church as pastor, or for some other
good and sufficient reason.

3 ARTICLES OF FAI'TH AND DOCTRINAL VIEWS,

* 1. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by
sen divinely inspired and is a treasure of Heavenly in-
ruction, that has a God for its author, salvation for
s end and truth without mixture of error for its mat-
er; that it reveals the principles by which God will
R us, and therefore, that 1t shall remain with us to
I “the end of time, the true center of Christian union and
~ “%he supreme standard to which all human conduct and
pinions should conform.—Rev. 13: 14; John 5: 39.
¥2. That there i1s one true and living God, whose niame
Jehovah, the Maker and Ruler of Heaven and carth,
mexpressibly glorious in holiness, worthy ofall possil)le
e fionor, confidence and love, revealed in the personal
gaistinction of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, c¢qual in
ery divine perfection, and executing distinct but har-
@onious offices in the great work of redemption.—Ex.
3; Ps. 33: 18. '
.. That man was created in a state of holiness under
B laws of his Maker, but by voluntary transgression
-'.-"_.T that holy and happy state, in consequence of
@ICh men are now sinners, not by constraint, but by
Jice, being by nature utterly void of that holiness re.
¥ed by the law of God, wholly given to thegratifica.
4 Of the world, of Satan and their own sinful pas-
88, and therefore, under just condemnation tocternal
#, Without defense or excuse.—Gen. 1: 27; 2: 7; 3: 6,

b That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace
BOugh the mediatorial office of the Son of God, who
B> Upon him our nature; yet without sin, honored
: 1?‘“' by his personal obedience, and madeatonement
8810 by his death; being risen from the dead, he is

€nthroned in Heaven and uwniting in his wonderfl

-

e -
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