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PROCEEDINGS 
-oF THE--

CHATTAHOOCHEE ASSOCIATION. 

T he ~venty-seconp Annual Session of the Chatta-
t b oochee United Free Will Baptist Association convened 

·;:-1ith Trinity church, 'fay lor Co., Ga., commencing on 
T hursday night before the first Sunday in October, 1907. 
T he introdhctory sermon was preached· Friday at 11 
J 'clock, a.m., bv Rev. W. H. Emerson from St. Matt. 
26:18, followed by Re,~. W. T . Lovick. 

After an intermission ot one hour for refreshments. 
The former moderator being absent, the body appoint­
ed Rev.~- N. Little moderator pro teu1. The former 
C:erk was in hi~ seat. 

The first business was an invitation to visiting breth­
~en to seats with u~ in the body. 

The next business in order was a call for correspond­
i?Jg !etters, and received letters fron: fifteen churches in 
t~e association. 

' ---:- On motion of the body Bros. A. J. Parker and H. L. 
r-' Lumpkin were appointed to read t}leletterswbichduty 

they performed and the names of the delegates enrolled. 
The body then permanently organized by electing 

R~v. A. J. Parker moderator andRe\·. W. D. Gill clerk. 
Called for petitionary letters-none presented. 
Called for corresponding messengers and received Rev. 

\\' . C. Jones from the Georgia Union Associa tion . 
.A.ppointed the Yarious committees: 
On Preacbmg_;A. S. Waller, John Watson from the 

~ d lUrch and Bros. J . W. Brewer, J. V.,' . Bellflower, J. A. 
L ock4art. 

State of the churches a nd character of the ministry­
A. A. Phalts, G. \V. Pool, G. D. Perry, :M . jones, A. B. 
?_osey. 

: 
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Finance-H. L. Lumpkin, \•V: H. ~mmerson, M. L. 
Crook. . ·~ . ·· 

Obituaries and deceas¢,~ ·ministers-£, C. Grimsley, 
\V. B. Posey, ·w. T. Lo·vi~JC~ · · 
Te~perance-S. N. TI:.~le, H. L. Lumpkin, T. A. 
~ ;. ~ 

Shirah. · ~-· _ 
Sabbath Schools-W.J; _Lumpkin, J. R. Jordon, C. L . 

• l. 
Raburn. , 

Literature-W. D. GilJ~j. J. Jones, J. ~1. Posey. 
On motion, the . body adjourn until Saturday 

morning at 8 o'c:lock, after singing and prayer by Rev. 
\V. D . Gilt 

' . . Second Day~ Session. 
Saturday ¥orning at s ;o'clock the body met accorc!­

- ing to adjout~me~ after ~inging atid prayer by Re\". 
,V,. H. ~merson . . . · 

Ret..trts >if. ·Committees. 
'( . -

ON SABBATH Scl:looL_s.-·We your committee on Sab-
bath Schools beg leaye .tq.submit the following report·: 

..Ve find only four Sabba Schools in the ·association, 
which we find 'in a · flou ~. ~ng ct?_n~ition. We recom- · 
mend that all other chu organiZe Sabbath School:.-
th ha , ~ ~ 

at . ven t Gne. • ~ . 
·· · ~ . ·. W. J. L VMPKIX, Chm. 

• • • • •• · • '!-~· 

FrNANCE.-W~, your;.6Q~.I.fittee, ;~'Qeg leave to make 
the following report: f. We'"lilj9 paid~ from theYarious 
churches for minute_s_, ~29-~~:~a·~~Aa.nds of the tr~as ­
urer, $1.7.5; we also · find ~~d .u.f~l.'~om ·the vanous 
churches for correspondence $!5.~··<?-n hands of the 
treasurer, $12.14, we also find pajW"(q. for the Macon 
church $7.10. · REv; ;H .• L': ~UMPKIN, Chm. 

0BITtTARIEs.-\V..e, yotJr committee 'Q~ 'obituaries beg 
~veto make the following report: ~v'We ask that th.: /\ 
pastors of the ·~rio.us ch~rches ·writ~ the obituaries 
a~~ band them to the clerk for publi~at:on,. · 

REv. W. T. ~oYICK, Chm. 
TEMPERANCE.-We, your committee on temperance~ 

beg leave to_ make the following report: We believe 
t~at the temperance movement is. gradually growing 

--
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~letter. We reccommend that all of our ministers in­
,1eavor to present temperance and using their iniluence 
;.Jefore the public. Teaching them to be temperate in 
a ll things. REY. H. L. LUMPKIN, Chm. 

LITE{UTURE.-We.._ the committee on literature', beg 
k ave to make the following report: We recommend 
that each member subsciibe for the FREE WILL BAP­
·nsT pa~r printed at Ayden, X. C .• and also use the 
F ree Will B,_ptist Sunday School literature, published 
a t Ayden, N. C. Vv. D. GILL, Chm. 

STATE OF THE CHURCHES AX)) CHARACTER OF THE 
MINISTRY.-We, your committee, submit the following 
report: As for as we know all the churches are in 
~ood standi~g. We find that Bro. J. M. King has 
joined another denomination, and we ask that his name 
be dropped froDl the ministers roll. We recommend 
t hat New Prospect church call in Bro. W. B. Pusey 
eredentials· for disorderly conduct at Turner's Chapet 
We recommend that Turner's Chapel church call in 
Bro. Z. T. Bone's credentials. By hisrequestweaskthat 
Bro. J. R. Brown·s name lk dropped from the ministe­
rial roll from the fact that his church bas turned him 
out and called in his ~redentials. We find that Bro. W. 

' ,...-4 Carroll is dead. and ask tliat his name be. dropped 
r J from the roll. \Ve find that Bro. B. 0 . Brown basjoin­

ed another asso~iation and ask that his name be drop­
-ped. We recommend that the churches of this asso­
Ciation look after the licensed preachers of their church­
es., to see that they do something or call in their li-
.:ense. · G. D. PERRY, Cbm. 

ORDER OF PREACHING.-Friday at 11 a.m., the stand 
was occupied by Rev. W. H. Emu.erson, who preached 
1'rom St. Matt. 16:18, followed by Rev. \V. T. Lovick. 
Friday at 7:30p.m., the stand was occupied by Rev. 
] . M. Posev follomed by Rev. M. L. Crook. Saturday 

... ~t 9 a. rn.,-the stand was occupied by Rev. E. C.Grims­
Jt!y, followed by Rev. W.J. Lumpkin. Saturday at 11 
a. m., the stand was occupied by Rey. S. N. Little, fol­
luwed by Rev. W. C. Jones. Saturday at 3 p. m., the 
stand was occupied by Re,·. W. T. Lovick, followed by 
by, Rev. H . L. Lumpkin. Saturday at 7:30, p.m., th'e 
stand was occupied by Re,~. W. H. Emmerson, follow­
ed by Rev. W. D. 'GilT. Stinday.'at 9 a. m., the stand 

: 
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vv-as occupied by R~\·. H. L. Lumpkin toll owed by key. 
_J. J. Jones. S~nday at 1.1 a .. m. The stand was occup~ed 
by Rev. A.J. ~arker. . · ·· 

1\lls<'cllaueons Business. 
Miscellaneous qusiness was called ~and the following 

business disposed of: · 
Appointed correspondiQg<messenger to our sisttr as­

sociations as follows: Ta ~the Georgia Uq.ion , Rev. S. 
N. Little. To .the South ~~~rgia, Rev. W. H. Emmer-

· son. To·the Ma.rtin Rey.i_" 7
• D. Gil,. To the !vlidway 

R ,-M L C k .... ~ e~ . . roo . . ~": _ 
On motion of the body~· J urther correspondence to 

our sister ass~iations shall be by sending them min-
utes. ·; ' 

On motion of the bo.dy Revs. A. J . Parker, W. D. Gill, 
H . L. Lumpkin,. W. H . Em~erson, S. N. Lit tle were a p­

. pointed as deleg~tes to che Stat_e Convention which 
meets with New P rospect church Turner Co., Ga., com­
mencing ob 'rhurSday night before the Third Sunday in 
-Nov. 1907. ' '"'\ . < 

~Y motion of the o.ody it was agreed to pay the R. 
R. expenses of.Rev. W. Q. lJones. 

The circular letter ~ru{by Re.v. W. p. Gill w as or-
dered printed in the· · of-this session. 
• On motion it was; hat Rev. S. N. Little should 
write the next circular te·thts body. 

On m.otion of the of Rev .. J . M. Em-
manu~! read and that this body meet 
with Pro vi den~ {county, Georgia. 
commencing on bef,!)~ tile first Sunday 
• Octobe 1908" . . ' . . . . ~H tn r, . ...- · · · -.. .,t.,:.r 

Th~ introductorr· seimon th)~ .ft~~ched · FridaY. Q t 
11 o clock, a.m., by Rev. j. 1~ :Jo~e$.,~~e~. S. N. Lttt!e 
alternate. · ·· -· · \. ·: .. 
· Delegates going by R. R. v.ill be. ~et a.t Columbt.:s. 

I .. .. • ""' 

o_, Thursday ordered that the Clerk bf paid $12.00 for / 
h1s services, and-that he have 600' copies of the minutes 

\ , 
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printed and distributed among the churches. I 

After singing and prayer by Rev. W. C. Jones, the 
body adjourned until-2 o'clock p. m. 

Afternoon Scs1dou. 
The afternoon session was opened with sing~ ami 

prayer !Jy Rev. E. C. Grimsley. · 
By motion of the body it was agreed that Rev. \\'"". D­

Gill do home mission work to the amount of tunds he 
has in his hands. 

On motion thanks were returned to the church. a:JUf. 
community for their kindness and hospitality, during· 
our stay with them. 

After singibg and prayer by Re,·. 1\L L. Crook tMas. 
sociation adjourned to meet with Providence clwrck. 
12 months hence. 

REY. A.]. PARKER, Moderator. 
REv. W. D. GILL, Clerk. 

UNION MEETINGS. 

The First District meets with Bethel church, ~[acotr 
county, Ga., commencing on Friday night befo~ . d:r 
first Sunday in August, 1908. The introductory ser­
mon to be preached Saturday at 11 o 'clock, a. m~ by­
Re,·. A. J. Parker., W. H. Emmerson alternate, cOil~:­
ances will meet correspondence at Ideal on Friday oa 

\ .J4_B. & A. R. R. 
,_t The Second district meets with Bethany church, Mari­

on county, Ga., commencing on Friday night befOR 
the second Sunday in August, 1908. Theintroducto~ 
sermon to ~preached Saturday at 11 o'clock a.m... by­
Rev. W. D. Gill, Rev. H. L. Lumpkin alternate.. Con­
,·eyances will meet correspondence at Juniper, 6ft. Fri­
day on Central R. R. 

---- --
ORDER OF BUSINESS OF 'UNION l'lEETINGS. 

The body called to order by the moderator if lae i..c: 
vresent, if not prsseut. the body .may select some. SQim­
)>le member·to acl: as moderator, pro tem. 

Organize by prayer a nd call forcorrespondinglettecs. 
Election of moderator and clerk. 

• 

.. 
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--ln,·ite \"isiting brethren to seats. 
~Appointment of committees. 
Call for corresponde~s. 

' 

-
Appointment of correspondents. 
Appoint time and place of hoJding next session. 
Call for reports of committeees. 
Call for mtscellaneous business. 
Call fo; reading and adopting minutes . 
.Adjournment. 

OBlTUARIES. 
Departed. this life Sept~mber 3rd, 1907, sister Sarah 

M. Watson, d~ugllter of B. B. and Francit:~ Watson. 
Sister Watson w~ born October the 15th, 1862 and 
departed this life sept:prd;1907, making her stay on 
earth 44 years, 10 months and 17 days. She was a 
consisf.e~t member of ·!ftjnity church, Taylor county, 

• Ga., and lh·ed as all ~e Christians should live and 
died, as we belie'\'e, in iM.fl.l'DlS of Jesus. As the writer 
prt:ached at her hqme_l..,...r a fe~ . days before death 
angdcame she .exp~ .. her sp1ntual feehnf to the 
writer, saying a: few m--- ~ter-midnight," am not 
sleepy." She· was w~~ m ;the· mantle of God's 
love. She leaves a ·r tiusband· and· ,eight children to 
mollt:Il their loss. . ·Farew~l sister, take thy rest, we 
love yo~ dea rly, but the Sa-vior toy~ you better. . 

:~ REV. J. J. JONES. 
Departed this life A1ay 17tli, 1967, sister Nancy Fow­

ler. Sister Fowler was born Aug. 20th, 1854. At the 
tender. age of 18 she &11-:ve her heart to God and became 
fl consistent member of the Free - Will Baptist church / 

-to whicl.l she was faithful until death. She lived a de­
voted Christian life as we believe -she brought sunshine 
:lDd gladness to every home in which she entered. She 
.,vas always trying to help everyone to bear their bu['o:""' 
dens as a servant' of God. No one knew her but to love 
her. Weep not for her dear e:bildte~. only think that 
yout: loss JS heaven's gain. HeaYen is made to .rejoice 
while your home is made sad; only t.ry to meet her at 
Jesus' feet. '~ 

Call not back the dear depaned, anchored safe where 
storms are ovet; · 

on the border land we left her, so~n to meet and part 
no more. 

.. 

-
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When we leave this world of changes, when we leave 
this world of crare, 

1Ve shaJI)i.nd our missing loved one, in our Father'& 
Mansion Fair. · 

REY. w. H. EMllERSOX. 

Departed this lite Ma rch 1907, Bro.LonnieHighnote. 
Bro. Highnote was a consistent member of Little 
Bethel church. He joined several years before his death, 
we don't know just how many, but be was found at 
his post. We believe he was a good husband and ta­
ther. He left a wif~ and one dear little boy and a host 
6ifriends to mourn their loss. We deeply sympathUe 
with those who feel the loss of him so much, but may 
w t! all stri\'e to meet .him in that sweet heaven aboYe. 

RE\' . w. H. EMMERSON. 

Departed this life July 1907. Bro. J. ~. Sanders Bro. 
' ,..-$.anders joined the Free Will Baptist church of Litte 
,.. ' BetheT about 4 days before ·his death. Bro. Sanders 

was 18 years old. He confessed a readiness to go to 
his bright home above. He le:n·es a father and moth­
cr. 3 brothers, 3 sisters and ·many friends to mourn 
their loss. To know Bro. Sanders was to lo"e him. To 
he with him again in this world we cannot, so may we 
striYe to meet him in that bright home a bo,·e. 

RF.Y. Vt'. H. EliMERSON. 

In memory of Bro. James H . McBride. Bro·. ~c­
Bride wa s born in Chattahoochee county, Ga., Oct~ 
15th, 1863. died"April 23rd. 1906, making his stay on 
tarth 42 years, 6 months, 8 days. lie was happily 
married to Miss Lizzia Col\\·ell, Jan. 12th, 1887. He 
joined Providtnce church 8 years ago, it was not my .. 
pleasure to become ,·ery well acquainted with Bro. Mc-
Bride from the information that I heard of him. He. 
was a man that was beloved by all who knew him. As: 
a man he was agreeble and had ;-ather. give the advan· 
tage than to take it. As a husband and father, h: was 
kind and affectionate. As a Christian gentlemen,hewas 
zealous and acth·e. Often our. hear~ are made sad whro 
we gaze on·the pal.e cheeks for tlie last time; bot there 
is a sweet comfort that comes to our minds when we 
feel assured of the fact that we will meet again and 
s !1all sing around the ·great white throne of God. 1 
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We can say to the sorro~ng wife and children to 
put your trust" in the Lora·.a;nd· serve him b nly. 

m;·~ .REv. H. L. L UMPKi N • . 

~arted this .life Fe~rY 1907.'Bro. PeterS. \YalJ. 
Bro. Wall was a consistent member of Spring Hill 
church Marion cGunty, 68.~ and reflected the highest 
and brightest possible hon'Prs upon both 1\is church 
and community, by a life;ofhonesty, virtue and charac­
ter to his church and to 1iis county. In the death of 
Bro. \Vall, the church has lost a st-rong support, and 
the Masonic fraternity a faithful member. He died as 

, he h~~ lived, exh1bitin~ a confidence ana faith in God, 
unshaken by ,mortal affiietions and the crosses of relig­
ious duties. ;We feel confident to say that while Ius 
body moulders tq~ay his .spirit has' soared to eternal 
day. . · . REv. W. D. GILL • 

• ~ o I 

/. 
!IINISTERIAL l~OLL. . . 

..._ F . G ·: ... ' ... · . B tl G .n. . reen .... , ............ ~ ... .:~" ................. u er............ a. 
J. H. Dupree ......... : ........ . ... .................. Murphy ......... .. 
A. Smith, R. F. n. No.~~ ' .... : .... : .. .... Americus ...... . " 
T. P. earr, ~-F. D. N~.-.... -........... ~ .. Reynolds ...... . '" 

· -J. J. Jones, R. F. D . .No:_· · .~; ......... ~ .. : ... Butler ............ ·' 
T C R . tt ~ ~~,. · Sk" rt " 
W

. 
1
. LunntJcin· ········ ~~·,o;t·~ .. ····: ·?···1l ·R 1bpb~e on .... . " 

·-- . ·. ump .· .......... :~; ..... ""-.~···· ········t :i-•.· a tt ....... .. .. 
- E. ·C. Grimsley, R. F.~- -uo.-:· · · -·· :~.~~-Juniper ....... ... . " . q _ ' • ""~ r 

- W. T. Lovick, R. F. D~ No.J3~ -~· ..... ~,~~~Rey~olds ........ " 
W P G·n . ,..,. ·'· .... _!!·~~e • • . • • 1 . ... . ..................... . . .. ; ... . .... ,"t.~·r m ....... ....... . 

--= W. H. Emmerson, R. F. D. Nn. 3!.,:.1(0glethrope ..... " 
~- H. L Lumpkin ....................... : ..... :~: .. :~}Rabbit ............ '' 

J. V. Klosser ........................... ......... :' . ..;Reynolds ........ " 
J. M. Posey ....... ..... ..... ! ........... . ....... -. ~~ti'tler ............. '' 

-A.. J. Parker ... ..... ..... ... : ............. ~ .. ::·:: .. ~ :Royal ............. " ) ·· 
- S. N. Little, R. F. D. No. 2 ...... ....... :.'.-Ashbum ......... " 

R. A. Fuller .................................... .. : .. Willet ............. " -

I .. iceutlates. --
M. L. King .............................. ... , .. .... ::L~ke City ....... Ga. 
T . J. I..ee ................. ............................ ~SkipRt"rton ... :. ·· 
W. R. Merritt .............................. ···:· ... Reynolds ........ ·• 
J. ~.f. Culpepper ................................. Alphonso ........ "· 

• • .I • 
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CHURCHJ;;S, CLERKS A.~D THEIR ADDUESSES~ 

New Prospect ...... J. W. Belflower ......... Asbbum ....... Ga. 
Corint}l ............. .. G. ¥t . .Rool.. .............. Buenavista .. " 
Betbanx .............. Chas. Parmer ............ Juniper ......... " 
New Ltfe.: ........... E. L. Elliott., .. .......... Geneva ......... '' 
Turner's ChapeLL N. Vt'ainright ......... Butler ........... •• 
Trinity ................ Buford Watson ......... F lem ............. '' 
Macon ......... L .... J.R.Hanson Holt A ve.Macon ......... · " 
Pleasant HilL ... .]. W. Brewer ............... Royal.. ...... ... " 
Mt. Olive ........... .J. P. Jones .................. Rey •. olds ...... " 
New Prospet·t.. ... A. B. Po5ey ................ Reynolds ...... " 
Spring HiU ......... G. D. Perry ................. Buenavista .. " 
Shiloh ................. O. C. Hill ............ ....... Oglethrope ... " 
Columbus .......... .]. N. Shira ........ ......... Columbus ..... u 

P rovidence ......... J. H . K.Jooes ........ .... Columbus ..... " 
Bethel.. .......... ..... C. L. Raburn ............ Oglethrope .... "· 
Friendship ........ .]. R. Baty .................. Smithville ..... " 
Oak Grove ..... : ... j. T . . Ha rdy ............... Lizeller ........ .. H . 

EXECl.iTI\'1-~ COl\I~UTTI~E. 

J. T . Hardy, Lizelea, Ga.; G. W. Fulford·, Royal, Ga.~ 
W. Q . .Rayburn, Oglethrope, Ga.; A: L. Waller, Tazeweil, 

\ tGi:r:; T. A. Britt, Columbus, Ga., G. W. Pool, Buena vista, 
• Ga., ] . R. Baty, Smithville, Ga. 

~HURCH ORGANIZATIOY. 

P reliminaries: When several belie\"ers wish to be or­
ganized into a church, they request a council frmn some 
sister church. This council or committee (commonly 
called a n arm) examines. into the Christian character. 
doctrine and fellowship of the applicants, and their abil­
ity to sustain a church. If the examination is satisfac­
tory, the or~aniza_sion proceeds as follows: 

The Bible ts presented a s the only rule of faith a nd 
practice. A church covenant is read a nd adopted. A 
prayer ot consecration is offered. The hand of fellow­
ship is given. The church then proceeds to elect its offi­
cers, which are a cler~, a treasurer, a pastor, who acts 
as moderator in all church meetings, and a board ofdi- · 
rectors, w,ho cpn~titute. with the pastor, a committee 
fo promote order, activity, attendance, and the means 
of grace, hene\?olenc\!, a nd sufficient discipline in the 
church. Deacons should possess sound pit-ty, good busi-. 

' 

.. 
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· n\!ss capacity andlJarge benevolence~ They hold office 
at the plef!·sure of. the chur-cht They assist in baptism 
and the Lord.'s .Supper, have the care of the poor, and 
conduct religious meetings in the ap 5ence ofthepastor. · 

CHURCH LETTE)l. . . 
From ........ : ..... Chur{'b ............... ...... Countv, Ga. 

To the mem~rs and m~~gers compo!iing the ·chat. 
tahoocbee United Free Will Baptist Association tocon-
' ·ene with ....... . : ...... Chu~ ....... ............ ~ounty, Gfi. 

We have called Bro .•. -:; .. ~ ................. for our pastor for 
the ensuing ye~r. Spiniual condition of -the church 
....... ...... . Time of meeting .................. Sunday. Served 
bv ReY .............. : We sen~· as repre$entative::~ .... .. ...... : .. .. 
.. : .............. Received by 1~tter ...... ; received by profession 
of faith ......... ; received by experience ......... ; number ex-
pelled ......... ; 4ismissed by letter ......... ; paid for minutes 
......... ; paid for correspondeuce .. ....... ; pa id for building 
a nd repairing churches .......... ; or~ained ministers ......... : 
_p. 0 ... .......... _; to~l mem~rship of church ......... ; number 
who have died:........... ; 

This done! by o~er of t~e l·hurcij m conference this 
......... day of ..... : ............ . 

. .. ......... ~ ... Mode'fA'tor. P. 0 .................. ..... . 
......... .' ........ Cburc. )ttr~. - ~~ O ...................... v.. 

CJ,.,..• •••.r.• 

DEAR BRETHREN: attention is called in this 
circular ta a "Subject is important to everv dis-~ 
ciple of our Lord and the relative duties of ~as-
tors a nd churches ··as carefully co~sid. 
ed by either th~ ·one they should be in 
our tmmediate be that mach 
of our want of at the present 
time 1s owing neglected. 
The churches to· consist of the 
pastor and his or · . charge, and the 
pro3perity of thQ!Ie churches .very much upon 
the religious abservance c)f towards .each 
utlier. · When we add 

1
tO this t~~ consideration, 

_;that God will most ce.rtainly both pastor and , 
people to renter &: stnct at His bar for the/ 
manner in which tliey'discbarge..tli&e obligii.tion. He 

--

'\ , 

-
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that feels the weight of th!s high ~hlling must Jrnow 
that 1mmortal spulRare gtven to bts .:barge, and if he 
is untrue to his trust, their blood will .be required at 
his hand. He can but read with a trembling heart 
what God has said to him by the prophet. Son of man, 
I have set thee a watchman unto the bouse of IsraeJ, 
therefore thou shalt hear the word of mv mouth and 
warn them from me. When I say unto the wicked, Oh. 
wicked man, thou shalt surely die, if thou dost opt 
speak to wstrn the wicked trom his way . That wicked 
man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I rc­
buire at thy hands. Nevertheless. if thou warn the 
wicked from his way, to turn from it, he shall die in 
his iniquity. , But thou bast delivered thy soul. 

The pastor is the steward of the ministry of God and 
he is required to take heed unto himself anrl to his doc-

·-trine, that he may thereby save himself and those that 
hear him. Wete it not for the soul reYiving promise of 
his blessed Master, .. Lo, I a m with you even unto 
the end of the world,'' he would surety faint in the daY 
oftoil. · 

Members of the church· should feel it binding on them 
as a duty towards God and their pastor to a ttend on 
his ministry, and no excuse that would not be accept­
able at the bar of God $hould be set up as a reason for 
being absent. Kothing affords more admiration to a 
minister than to have a numerous and devout audi­
ence. The appearance of such a congregation often 

\ ,.e~tes his best feelings and furnishes him with his 
• best thoughts. He knows that each · indh·idual, who 

enters the house of God brings with him an immortal 
soul, which tnust either be a sparkling star in the 
crown of the Redeemer, or wail in eternal woe. On the 
other hand, how discouraging it is to the minister ~o 
spend his voice upon empty seats and naked walls. 

What better evidence c.ould a pastor want of the low 
estima~e placed upo.n his labors, than to see his breth­
ren forSaking the house of God, wtthout adequate ex­
cuses, or without anv apparent design. But to pour 
contempt up.on hi~ efforts to do them good and there­
J)y increase his moti£cation, if not drive him to despair. 
To neglect attendance upori the bouse of God, is to de­
prive the minister of the means of -doing that good, for 
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the accomplishment o('\,:h:ch, t~e minist<.rial office was 
-ordained. 

The chnrch should not cease to pray for their pastor 
.and to c~ntribute t o h:m for his temporal support. 

Yours in Christ, 
. REY. \V. D. GILL. 

'""\ COXSXJTl"TIOX. 

Resolved, That r.e form a11 association upon the prin­
-ciples laid ' down in tbe.Holy Scripture!-!, to-wit: Asso­
ciations appear fro~.SCriptute and ecdesiastical history 
to have been originally-formed, not from any postive 

• injunction, either from·, ~rist or his Apostles, but from 
1nere·expediency for tb~rju· .. rpose. of concentratingthee£. 
tbrts of individual'\!bu' ;}ies and bringing them to bear 
with greater energy u ~the subjt!cts designed to be 
accomplisHed by tho~ -jches. They were also con­
_sidered as advisory .coun~il. and r~~orted tu as such, but 
.uever claimed any right of:,.lordiog-it oyer God's herit­
age,. nor was the~e advi,ce·~consia~.ed binding on the 
.churches. In a word, ass~iation~~,·ere .whollydepend­
·ent on churches, and churehes wtr4.not depenaent upon 
associations, and notwithst.and·ing the power arrogated 
to themselves by some modem Ba~tist A~sociations, we 
Yiew them as being nowhere pr-ecedented by the primi­
ti,·e usages of any self created bod~es. · 

_) We, tl:ie delegates from· our·r~spective churches, bein~ 
.authorized by .said churches, do agree to from ourselve-s 
into an association, to be known by the name of the 
Chattahoochee United Free Will Baptist Associatio~ 
.and we promi~e not to withdraw ourselves from - thts 
association ·without first stating our reasons to the 
body for such intended withdrawal. 
It is proposed by the association, first to prc,motc 

revivals of religion bJ camp and protracted meetings. 
Secondly, to t ake an actiye part in Home Missions.- It 
is not intended by this a~sodaticn to di~cuss queries. 
It is not the design of this as~ociation to interfere in 
any way with the independence of churches composing 
it. 'lt is not intended 'to establish creeds, 'rules of dis­
cipline, or to make any law .whate,·ei to bind the 
churches, but to leave each church to regulate its own 

..affairs. · -

/ 
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We, as an assoc1abon, take the Old and New Testa-
ments as our confession of faith, as relates to the inde-

· 'belie\·e that a duly organ:zed church consists of a pincy. 

c ' ~gation of saints, baptized upon a creditable pro­
fe 1011 of faith in Christ. Christ is the only Christian 
law-giver and supreme head of the churches, and the 
word of God the only infallible rule of faith and prac­
t ice. Every man has an inalienable right to private 
judgment in concerns of relig-ion, and an equal right to 
expre~s his opini~n in any way which will not violate 
~he Jaws of God or the rights of his fellow-man. 

A church has a ·right to adopt such measures only as 
a re in accordance with the Word of God, and such are 

, ,Ae.cmed necessary to carry into effect the great system 
I ~ t' r - 01 prae tee. 

The church is the highest ecclesiastical tribunal on 
earth, from whose decision there is no appeal. 

This constitution may be altered or amended at any 
:neeting of the association by two-thirds of the body. 

Read and adodted the above as the Constitution of 
t!1e Chattahoochee United Free Will Baptist Associa­
tion. 

CHUltCH DECOUUl'f. 

1. The church may choose a pastor annuaUy at the 
fast regular conference in associations} year, or, if they 
prefer it may choose a pastor for an indefinite length of 
time to con tine from year t\., year, so long as they may 
deem it proper to keep up the connection. 

2. \Vhen it be=omes necessary, a pasto.- may bechos-. 
en at any other time; but if the choice be made at a 
special ccnference; the time must be appointed at a 
monthly meeting of the church. · 

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church but 
when he is ab'sent or does not sit as, moderator, being 
present, some suitable brother shall be appointed to 
sit in his place. · 

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church, 
whose duty it shall be to superintend the collection and 
disbursement of the contributions made by the church 
for the pastor, etc., and to distribute the bread hOd 
wine in the administration of the Lord's Supper. 

-
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-5. The deacons shall t a ke notice of such members a s 
refuse or neg lect to pai;:ake of the Lord's Supper anc: 
endeayor to a scertain t tJe ca use, that the same may be 
laid before the church in conference it necessarv. 

6. Some suitable person shaH be appointed clerk, and 
it shall be his duty to do a ll the recording and other 
w riting pertaining to the business of the church, a nd t 0 
preserve a file of the minute.~ of t he association. 

7 . When a new clerk i~ appointed, a ll the books, eh: .. 
belonging to the clerk ~hall be immediatdy de1i,·ered t c• 
him by hi~ prede~sor~ · 

8. When the chtlt,"ch dee Ills it nece~sary, a committee 
of not less than thfee ma.le members weii acquainted 
with business, shall b~·~ppoi~ted, whose duty it shall 
be to g1ve ad,;ce to bre~bren .wlio apply to .them rela -

• ~ive t o cases of dealing,~c., with the church. 
9 . The l·hurch shall ~ a two days' meeting month­

ly, embracing Saturda~_s- d the L ord's day· following. 
the ficst of which sha1~ ~e regular tim.: of conference. 

10: It sh~ll b~ t!'te ~\P ~Jt}f eyery member. male and 
female, to attend eacl;! cOJ}.ference;meeting if they can; 
for on t.hat d~· the ~st~1s ~xP,¥t~d t? instruct. the 
·church m specra1 manner l:ly =g~vu~g .. plam a nd pomted 
iessons on doctrine, discipline a nd.ihe rules ot holy Ih·-
ing. · · ~' 

11. Any male member who shall fail to attend three 
st:ccessh·e conferences, 'and any member whatever w ho 
may b.e generaily remiss in .-attending the meeting of 
the church according to the covenant (Article 10}, shall 

.Jbe cited to awear i~ conference:and answer for hisaeg -/ 
lect, but the church ma y exempt members from this rul~ 
if necessary. · · 

12. Conference sha ll be opened a nd conducted as fol,;..­
lows: 1. Prayer ( u·nless divine services have just been 
concluded, and generallv then) . 2. Invite visiting men:­
,bers to seats. 3 . Open the doors for the reception of 
members. 4. Call for absentees .. 5. For acknowledg-
ments. 6. For reference or deferred business. 7. F or 
q~atters of dealing which are in order to come before 
the church. 8. For miscellaneous hltsiness. 

13. Visitin~ brethren, as helps called in from siste.r 
churches, shall be allowed to speak and make motion~ 
or seconds, but not allowed to vote. 
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14. An orderly member of the Baptist Church maybe 
received 5nto the church without a letter, when it is 
made apparent th~ t his Christian character is unim­
peachable, and that he has applied for ·a letter and 
could not obtain it. 

15. No member shall be receiyed without the unani­
mous consent of the members present. but unreasonable 
objections shall ndt be valid~ and unless withdrawn, 
the member who makes them shall· be liable to betaken 
under dealing by the chun:h. 

16. When the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk 
shall inform the church what male members have l>een 
absent from -three successive conferences, and the mod­
erator shall appoint some brother or brethren to cite 
each of them to the next confert:nce. 

17· No member shall be expelled unless he has been 
~d verbally or in writing, to attend ·his trial; pro­

-' vided, his residence be known to the church. 
18 When a ·witness. not a member of the church, is 

introduced, be shall not be examined till the question 
has been put to the church: Will you hearthetestimony 
of this witness? 

19 The evidence in every case of dealing and ac­
knowledgment shall be minuted in the ~burch book. 

20 . . Members dismissed from the church by letter, 
who become disorder!y, or continue to hold theirletters 
without a good reason, shall be cited to the conference 
to answer for thctir conduct. · 
, 21. Expelled memht:rs may be restored to feltowship 
o n their._ petition, if their walk since expul~ion has con­
vin~ tne church that they have sincerely repented· of 
their former evil. 

22. A Yote shall not be taken upon any question 
without a move and a second, and in all important' 
questions the vote shall be taken by rising to the feet. 

23. No motion shall be made while a move and sec­
ond is before the conference. 

24. It chall be considered disorderly h>r and member 
to absent himself from conference wbeo an important 
question is to be decided; bat a member, upon his re­
quest, may be exempted from voting on either side in 
peculiar cases. 

25. No member shall leave th~ bouse during confer-

-
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ence without~ sufficient·cause,.nor.engage in conversa- · 
tion or whispering witbou t being subje~ted to be called 
to order by the! moderator. 

•. 

26 . All ~iscussions in conference must be conducted 
with oalniness and good feeling; ti}.ose who speak must 
rise ·to their feet and address tbe moderator, and k t!ep 

· to the point in th~ debate. . . r •' 
27. No o·ne shall speak more than three times on the 

same motion without per;mission from the moderator, 
nor shall tbe r<!marks qf. anyone b~.unreasonably long. 

28. When the moierator speaks m debate he must 
nominate some brother moderator in his stead. 

29. No one shall oe i~t~cupted while speaking, un­
less it is necessar11 to caUhim to order. 

30. It ~hall be the.rule ~f the church t'o attend to the · 
administration of the Uord's Supper at least four times 
a-year, and the expen~~~J~re to be paid by the church. 

'S 1. Members not in g'9:Qd standing shalj, not com- · 
mune, but the administration shall not be deferred on 
account of aqy ordinarj?natter of dealing. 

32 . . Feet-washing sh~U be attended to as the church 
sees proper. .' · 

33. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be 
observed on proper occasions. 

34. The Decorum may ·be amended or altered bv the 
vote oftwo-~hirds· ofthe .m~mbers present at any. two 
successive monthly conf~rences . 

. GOVERNHENT · All~ ORDINANCES. 
· 1. We believ~ t~t a. iGospel church, or church of 

Christ, is a congregat!Pn of<;hri~tians constittfted and 
governed aceordi~g to die rules laid down in the New ' ' 

• Testament. ·: · 
2. That these rules ire churches to· preserve the 

form ·of gpvernment the ordiances of the firs~ 
Christian churches,. composed of baptizeq be- ~ 1 
lie.vers in Christ. 

3. ·That the visible 'eQU~Jl 
number ofGOJ~pel 
is composed of the r~l~~~ 
such -Christians now 
the ~isible acco~ing ~0 th~ .• 

4. That the establlshme.nt or Catholic 
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~ovemment over the visible chureh or an~part thereof 
ts a device of.earthly ambition repugnant to the word 
of God and subversive of tb~ churches and dangerous 
to the liberties of men. 

5. That the Gospel churches are the only eccleslastical 
bodies or tribunals authorized by the ScripturPs; that 
each churc'l bas the unrestricted ri8ht to adm!nister 
its own government-without supervtsion or interference, 
being under Christ essentially independent and absolute 
and that if this right he surrendered to a superintend­
ing jurisdiction, by delegation or otherwise, the assem­
ble then L-eases to be a Gospel church . . 

6 . That a church may nevertheless, we suppose, meet 
by delegates, from an assoctation and declare the terms 
upon which they will keep upafriendlycorrespondence, 
but that the rights a&d a uthority of the churches being 
1na1ienahle, are in no wise compromi~ed by or hindered 
by entering an association, and therefore associations 
have no shadow of authority over churche~ or individ­
uals, their only powers being to transact business which 
does not pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical ca­
pacity, or to promote mutual intercouse and concet:­
tration of voluntary effort, and to give that advi~ t e 
t·hurches which might with t'qual authority be given by 
a:::y individual. 

7. That the authority of ch:..:rcqes is designed for the 
perpetuation of the tr.!e re-ligion of the Gospel and for 
the presen·ation of a pure and orderly body of Chris­
tians on earth, that it is. fully sufficient forthepurposes 
intended, but that it does not extend to the person's 
property or consciences oftnen in any case whatever. 

8. That the only requisites to church membership are 
faith in Christ and obedience to the Gospel; that faith 
in Christ necessarily exists in connection with the belief 

' 1....-m-the fundamental truths of Christianity, and that to 
r prescribe an1 other requisite of church membership is 

an assumption of authority on the part of the chun:h 
and a departure from the plan of the Gospel. 

9 . Th<tt the officus of the church are elders and cea­
cons; that elders at:e also called bishops or pastors; that 
all eldt:rs are equal in rank, though they may perform 
different functions, since some may ·be the bishops or 
pastors of particular churche1!1, while others may be 
tiimply elders, having no pastoral charge. 
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10. That the aufhority ·~f the minister of the Gospel 
extends to teaching, ~xho#ation and rebuke, but no 
farthtr, ~h~t he .cannot~arm any act which belongs 
to ,.the authority of the ~1111r.ch, such as the reception of 
meanbers into t.he churc~'i'(:pmpact.-or the e~ulsion of 
offenders; that as a membeJ of the church he ts no more 
than any other· member., ~a)ld if he is guilty oftransgres­
sion be is to be brought :ta trial before his brethren and 
convicted or aequitted in the same manner as ifhewere 
a private person; yet we thing it prudent andpro~rto 
call in advisory help, es-pecially if the minister is to be 
tried upon a charge of heresy. 

11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of a be­
liever in water in the name of the Father and oft be Son 
and of the aaty Ghost. 

12. That the L~r-d's'· Supper and washing of the 
saints' feet is an ondance to be observed in the church 
till the Lord comesi~ •. j · _ . 

13. The elders an~ d~cons must be set apart to their 
office by ordinatj.on ~(t9:e. imposition of the hands of 

• the pn-~bytery and prayf~; w1thout wbtcb they are not 
authorized to admini~ ..., .• ha ordin~nces perta1ning to 
their respecti<ve office. ~~~"- ~ · -

14 . • No preacher sbal :ordain'ed unless calkd to 
take ~barge. :of~ ~hur~!bi . · astor_, : or for some other 
good and su~csent-·reijfP.JJ~~ · 

• \'il.:. . ) ··. -~-- ... •: .. ' 
t ;; • • ~ , .... ~ 

ARTICL.ES·@F F.AlTR~ D~RINAL VIEWS. 
: ~ -. .. . :,-4'~1~ 

1. We .believe that the Holy BiJili! was written by 
men divinely inspired. and i~ a . triit~\lre of Heavenly in­
struction, that has a Gad for. its aqlpor, salvation for 
its end and truth without miXture or error for its mat­
ter: that it reveals the principle.s :~bj ·which God ·will 

j udge ps, and therefore, that ~t sij.alLremain with us to 
the end of time, the true center af:Ciiristian union and / 
the supreme standard to which allliuman conduct and' 
opinions should conform.-Rev . . 13:' '14; John 5: 39. · 
. 2 . That there is one true and liyingGod, whosenam~ 
ts Jehovah, the Maker and Ruler· of Heaven and eartb, 
inexpt;essibly glorious in holiness, wo.rt;hy of all possible 
honor, confidence and love, ·reveated in t he personal 
distinction of Father, Son and Holy· Ghost, equal in 
every divine perfection, and execpting distinct but bar-

1 
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monious offices in the great work of redemption.-Ex. 
6: 3; Pt~. 33: 1.8, 

3 That man was created in a state of holiness under 
the laws vfhis Makel'T, but by voluntary tr{\psgre$sion 
fell from that holy and happy state. in consequen~e of 
which men arc now sinners, not by constraint, but by 
choice, being by nature utterly void of that holines~ ~c­
quired by the law of God, wholly given tothegratifica­
tion ofthe world, of Satan and their own sinful pas­
sions, and therefore, under just condemnation to eternal 
ruin, without defense or excuse.--:Gen. 1: 27; 2 : 7; 3: 6, 
19, 23. 

4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace 
through the mediatorial office of the Son of God, who 
took upon him our nature; yet without sin, honored 
the law by his personal obedjence, and made atonement 
for sin by his death; being risen irom the dead, he is 
now enthroned in Heaven and· uniting in his wonderful 
person the tender sympathies with divine perfection, 1s 
every way qualiQ.ed to be a suitable, compassionate 
a nd all-sufficient Savior.-Eph. 2:5; 5:8; Rom. 7:11, 27. 

, 5 . That the great Gospel blessings which Christ of 
r/h1s fulness bestows on such as believe on him is justifi­

cation; thatju.flltification co::;sists in the pardon of sin 
and promise of eternal life upon principles of righteous­
ness; that it is bestowed, not in consideration of Q.DY· 
thing which we have done, but solely through His own 
righteousness and atonement, and that it brings us 
into a &tate of most blessed peace and favor with God. 
Rom. 8: 30; Ezek 18: 27, 28 . 

6. That the blessings of salvation are madefreetoall 
by the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty ot all to 
receive them by ~ cordial and obedient faith, and that 

,..nothing prevents the salvation oftbegreatestsinneron 
earth but his own voluntary refusal to submit to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, which refusal wilt subject him to 
aggravated condemnati·on.-Mark 16: 16; John 17: 20; 
Isaiah 14: 22. 

7 . That in order to be saved we must be rea.enerated 
or born again. That 'regeneration consistR of giving a 
holy disposition to the mind, anp iseffecte<! inam~nner . 
above our comprehension by _the power · of the Holy 
Spirit producing a voluntary obedience to the Gospel-; · 

' 
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and that• Its proper evioence is found·:i~ the holy fruits 
which we bring forthtoGod.-:-John3:3-8; Matt.3:8-10. 
·s. That election i~ the gracious p~ose or God, ac­

cording to which h~ regenerates, sanctifies and saves 
sinners. That being, perfectly consistant with the free 
agericy of man, it comprehends all th~ means with the 
end, that it is a most glorious display of God's good­
nes~, being infinitely wise, ho1y, uncpangeable; that it 
utterly excludes boasting' and promotes humility, pray­
er, praise, trust in God, and' '_.active invitation· of His 
free mercy; that it encourages the use qf trteans in the 
highest de-gree; tbat it is tb~ foundation of Christian 
assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard to our­
selvf?s, demands and dese}t~~ our utmost diligence.-
Eph. 1: 5 12. .. ~, ; I 

9 . That the preserving ·attachment of true believers 
to Christ is the grand worle which distinguishes them 
from superficial professors; that a special providence 
wa-tches over t'leir welfare and that they are kept by 
the power of God through faith unto salvation -Epb. 
1: 17, 18 . . 

10: That thelaw of God is the eternal, unchangeable 
rule of His goyernment; that it is holy, ju~t and good, 
that the inabili~y which ~be Scriptures ascribe to fallt'n 
man to fulfill the precepts ~rise entirely from their love 
of sin; to deliver tbeqt from which, and to restore them 
through a mectiator i1o u:bfelgsed obedience to the holy 
law is one design of the .{(ospeland ofthemeansofgrace 
connected with the establi~bmeot of the visible church . 
~Matt. 5: 17, 18; Luke ~:~) 3-20; 14: 17. · 

11. That the first day _ , .. ~ pe yv~ is the Lord's day, • 
or Christian Sabbath; th - should be kept sacred to 
.religious pu_rv.oses_by ab~~ing fro.~ all secular labor. 
and recreat10n, by. the <('~~bservana.e of all means of 
grace, both public mi.q ,ps;~~. a~q.rnr~paration fort~e 
rest which remains forjlle-~P,ple 9f~£God.-Ex. 19: 8; 
Heb. 4~ 9; Tbet~. 1: 7; l?i':. 16~s.·. . . S11:; 

12: That civil go.veinment~- of.CJ~~jne appointment 
for the·interest of-good ori:l~r-.of hofi!ab society; ~bat 
the magistrates are to be pr'ay~d-·~ tot}-. conscientiously, 

. honored and obeyed in all thi~:i)o(·-~ntrary to the 
will of our Lord Jesus Christ, wh'Q -i$': th'e Lord ot con­

. science and Pri!lce of the kiqgs pftheeartn.-Heb.13:7; 
·Mts 23: 5; Tip1 _5: 17~ . / 
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13. That there is a radk·al and essential difference be­
tween the righteous and wicked, that such oulJ? as are 
justified by faith in the name of the Lord ) esbs, and 
sanctified by the Spirit of God as are truly righteous in 
His esteem, while all such as continue in . impenitence 
and unbelief are· in fiiS sight wic~ed and under the 
curse, and this. distinction holds good among men both 
in and after death.-Matt. 25: 45, 46; Mark 16: 16. 

1-J.. That the enrl of this world is approaching when 
Christ will descend from heavt!n anrl raisethedeadfrom 

• their graves to final retribution, that a solemn separa­
tion will then take place, the righteous being adjudged 
to everlasting happiness and the wicked toendlesspun­
ishment, and thisjud'gement will forever fix the final 
state of men in heaven or hell onprinciplesofrighteous­
ness.-John 5: 25; Matt. 25: 31:34, 41-46. 
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