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ORDER OF BUSINESS OF UNION MEETINGS.:

é
2334 I N AW : NPT T ok g ‘, o (832 52 T
‘The body called to order by, the m,oderatbr-fﬁ he, as |

srésent, if not present the !m'!é'r may seclect some suit-
able member to act as moderator, pro tem.
Organize by prayer and call for corréspondin gletters.
Election of moderator and clerk.
Invite eisiting brethren to seats. \ =y
Appointment of committees. X Pl ' vk
Call for correspondent. ' ;
Appoint time and place of holding next session. ¢
Call for reports of committees.
_Call for miscellaneous business. :
~ Call for reading and adopting. minutes.
Adjournment. .
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PROCEEDINGS

The Seventy-Seventh Aunual Session of tbe Chatta-
hoochee united Free Will Baptist association convened
with Mount Olive church, Taylor county, Georgia,
commencing ou Friday night before the first Sunday
in Oztober 1912, theintroductory sermon was preached’
Saturday at 11 o'clock a. m. by Rev. W. H.Emmerson.

T:x¢ Romans 1:14. After an_intermission of one and

oune half hours for rcfreshments the body was called to
order by the former Moderator. Rev. A, J. Parker. the
fermer clerk was in his seat. Next invited -isiting
brathren to seats with us in the body. The nex: basi-
ness in order was a call for corresponding letters ard

‘received letters from '3 churches in the association.

Oa motion of the body, Bros. H. L. Lumpkin and 1.
AW. Brewer were appointed to read the letters which
duty they performed and the names of delegates ea-
rolled. '

The body was then permanently organized by elect-
ing Rev. A. |. Parker Moderator, Rev. S. N.. Little ~as-
sistent Moderator and Rev. W. D. Gill, cierk, and I\ev.
H. L. Lumpkin assistant clerk. +

Next called for petitionary letters, none present.

Next called for corresponding messengers from other

asssociations and received Revs J..G..-Harris and W.-

A. McDonald from the Midway association of Georgia
and Rev. W. H.-Homes of the Georgia union associaticn
and next appointed the various committees, -

O Preaching, W J. Mullins, G. B. Windham from the

" church and J. W. Brewer, A. S. Waller and C. B. Parker.

from the body on state of the churches and character
Of the Ministry, W. E. James, Wm. Watson, W. T.
McBride, J. §. Lockhart and J. H. Little. Onobituaries,
E. C. Grimsley, J. D. Little and J.R. Blair. On Finance.
E. R. Jones, W. H. Emmerson and S. A. Cromer. U=z
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5% ‘Resolutions, H. L. Lumpkin, S. N. Little, W, A. McDon-
ald, D. E. Green and J. \'. Klosser. ()a SabbathScnools, ;
W.B Posey, John Duniap andC.H.Culpepper. On Tem-
perance, Q. C. Bridges, J. I. Jones and H. L. Lumpkin
on motion the body adjourn until Monday morning at
‘8 o’clock after smgmg and praver, by Bro. O. G

- Bridges. -
MoOXDAY stsmx
Monday Morning at 8 o'clock the body met &c-
‘cording to adjournment and si. ging and prayer by
‘Rev. S. N Little.

Report of Commlttees.

On Finauce, we your commlttee su blmt the following
Jeport: -

We find paid in from the various churches for minutes
-$24.00, for assotional purposes 17.00, for home mis-
‘sion 34 50, in the hanas of the Treasurer for associa-
‘tional purposes $29.17.

Rev. W. H. EMMERSON.

On Temperance We your committee report
that we. believe that the wuse of intoxicating
drinks is one of the greatest evils that exist
-among the human family we ask that our people as a
whole obstain frem the use of toe damnable stuff that
19 poisoniong the miud and hearts of *+he rising gepera.
tion. ‘ 4 4/ . Rev. H. L. LuMPKIN
3 On state of the churohes and character of the minis-
try We find afier thorough investigat:on that all of the
“churches are in fairly e: d condition and also the min-
isters except | D Rainegi: We the committee recom-
mend.that hir chnrch proges

ted to investigate the matter
at once and deal with }pnﬁuq thex dec_ fit.
DI 3 5’,}1' 1. H. LiTTLE.
- On Obituaries—We vour’cbmnnlﬂ‘e recommend that
E each pastor wr.te the obltuanes o’fhl church and hand
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 them ;.o the clerk for publication in the minutes of this

SEsSIon. J. R. BLAIR.

On Sabbath Schools—Beg to submit the ifollowing
report: We find therc aie but few SabbathSchcolsin cur
churches and we recommend that each pastor organize
ore at an early date and that our people use the Free
Will Baptist Literature published at Ayden, N./C

Rev. ] D. LittLE, Chm.

On Resolutions—We youar committee submit the ol
lo « ing report: We ask and earnestly requestthat each
church 1n this association adopt the resolutions passed
upon last year, and we also recommend that each
enurch organize a Home Mission Society at an carly
date we also recommen@ that the pastors go to work
to that effect we also recommend that the mission
money remain in theshands of the treasurer.

We recommend that at our next session that wesiect
a man for the home missina field work.

We also recommend that the mission board make and
annual report at each session of the assosiation

REv. H. L. Lvverix, Chm.

On Preaching—Saturday at 7:30 p. m. Rev. J. D. Lit-
tle to preach, Rev. D, E. Green to foliow—Sunday at 9
a. m.,Rev. 8. N. Little to preach, Rev. . G. Harris to
follow—Sunday at 11 a. m Rev. A |]. Parkertopreach
—Sunday at 3 p m Rev. J. m. Posey to preach, Rev,
C. H. Moose to follow—8unday at 7:30 p. m. Rev. 1. J.
Jones to preach—Monday at 9a. m Rev. W. J Lump-.
kin to preach, Rev. J. V. Klosser to follow—N onday at
11 a w. Rev. H L. Lumpkio to preach, Rev W. H.
Emmerson to follow—Mondavat3p. m. Rev D. E,

‘Gréen to preach, Rev. |. R Blair to follow—Monday at:

7:30 p. m. Rev. E. C. Grimsley to preach, Rev. W A,
McDonald to fcllow " C. B. Pagrker, Chm

Op motion all the above reports were received and
committec’s discharged.
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Miscellanecous Business.

r

Appointed corrésponding messengers to our sister
associatior s as follows: - To the Midway Revs, H. J..
Lumpkin and W. H. Emmerson. To the Georgia Union
Revs. J. M. Posey, J. D Littleand 8 N. Little. South
Georgia by Miputes. To the Martin, Rev. J. D. Little.
To the Little River, by Minutes. of

Agreed that this body meet with Pierce chapel church .
Harris county Ga. commencmg on Thursday night be-
fore the first Sunday in October, 1913 theintroductory
sermon to be preached Friday at 11 o 'clock a. m. by
Rev, S. N. Little, Rev E. C. Grimsley, Alternate

Alternate Delegates going by R. R. will be met at
tlamilton on the Central R R on Thursday.

Agreed that the preachers and deacous meeting con-
vene withTurners chapel church commencing on Friday
night before the 5th Sunday in March 1913. Rev. J. J.
Jones to preach the introductory sermon Saturday at
11 o'clock, Rev. J. D. Little alternate.

Delegates gomg\by R. R will be met at Butler on
Eriday.

By motion it wa§ agreed to pay the expenses of our
corresponding messengers which was $18.64,

Agreed that Rev J. D.Little write the next circular
letter to this body. P
Ordered that the clerk

ve 600 copies of the min-
utes printed and distributed among. the churches and
ordered that the clerk: 3!_* ’: $10.09for his services or-
dered that the clerk haye the mmﬁ';es printed at Agy-
dea, N. C. ' On motion thanks w@r returned to the
church and commnnity for their «kmﬂness and hospitali-

ty dariag our s-ay with them. Aftﬁr singiog and pray-
er, the association adjourned to meet with Pierce
chapel church on Thursday mght before the first Sunp-

4 day in October, 1713.

REev. A.]J. PARKER Moderator.
REvV. W. D. G, Clerk.
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Union Meetings. ] [

~The first District meets with New Prospect church
l' aylor county, Ga., commencirg on Friday night be-

iuie the first bunday io August 1913.

-onveyances will m et Delegates at Reynolds, Ga.,
Friday. Rev D. E Greea to preach the introductory
sermon Saturday at 11 o’cl ck a. m.

REY. ). J. Jones, Alternate.

The Second District meets with Bethany church
Al arion county, Ga., commencing on Friday night be-
fore the third Sundav in July 1913,

The introductory Sermon to be preached Saturday
at 11 o'clock a. m. by Rev. H. L. Lumpkin.

REv. W. D. GiLL, Alternate.

Delegates going by R. R. will be met ar Juniper, Ga.,
on Friday.’

Obituaries

In loving memory of Sister Sarah V. Murray she
was born June tte 6th, 1842 and died Nov. the 7th,
1911. In early life she joined the churchat Providence
Muscogee county, Ga., and lived a devoted Christian
until death. She leaves several children to mourn
after ker. Dear children, be reconciled to the Lord’s will
and meet mother in the Sweet By and By. It has been
the writer’s privil-ge to he her pastor for 7 years.
Goodby sister, we willmeet to part no more.

REv. H. L. LtMPKIN.

Mrs S. A. Powell on May the 19th, 1912 the death
“angel visited the home of Mrs. W. M. McGinty and
dalmcd for its victim, Their mother Sister Powell was

1 years old. She was a taithful member of Corinth
LL.‘erh Marion county Ga Dear children, remember
the advice of a christian mother and meet her in the
skies, REv, H. L. LeMPKIN,

Departed this Life June the 13th, 1912, Sister Laura
Dzvis she was born Dec. the 27th, *853, marking her
stxv on earth 58 vears, 5 month's and 14 days'. She
leaves 3 sons 2 daughters and 2 sisters to mourn their
Joies, She has been a member of Turner’s chapel church
« song time and was loyal to her church and ready to
lend a helping hand. The church mourns her loss, yet
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we feel our loss is Heavens gain. So Good By, Sister,
T:ll we meet again. Rev. E. C. GRIMSLEY,

Departed this life \[arch the 28th, 1912. Sister Mary
Turner. Shc was 81 years old and a member of New
Life church. She leaves 4 daughters and 2 sons anid
a host of friends to mourn her loss. She was a fa’ch-
ful and a true christiangand the church feels a great
loss, vet we fecl our loss 1s Heavens gain.

REev. E. C. GRIMSLEY.

Departed this life January the 3rd, 1912, Sister E!
Payvne. She was born Dec. the 16th, lh-i-l) 1.1(11\111;' I er
stay on ¢arth, 72 years, 1 month and 13 days. She
leaves a husband and many- relatives aud friends to
mourn. She wasa member of New DProspect church.
Joined W hen o girl. We mourn our loss, but feel it is
beaven’'s gain. P,irewc]l sister, till we meet again.

‘ Rev. E. C. GRIMSLEY, -

De]mrted this Ilfc -\wrust the 15th, 1912, Sister Mat-

f tie Svzemoore. She \\‘a~ 74 vears old and ‘l memberof

JNew Prospeet church. “She Joined when a girl. She

“leaves a husband, 1 bigther aml many friends to

mourn. We feel our lossis heaven’s gain. g
By REv. E C.GRIMSLEY.

! Depdl‘tcd this life ,\l':""' 'thc ltha ‘1912, Sister An-
nie Heard. She was about: S7 yvears old. She was
a member of thh‘mvdaurch She was a worthy mem-
bet and lent a helping hand. She fﬁli‘cq 2sons and a
host of friends to monm her loss, - ?ﬁe church feels a
loss. yet Teel ourloss is Leaven's gam %0 Good bye

sister till we meet again. Rf:v. E. C. GRIMSLEY.

Departed this life. Septcmlu:r the ".’Sth 1911, Sister
Nettie Brewer. Sister Nettie Brewer, she, was 38 years
old, she was a consistent member, of P’leasant Hill
United Free Will Baptist charch, Schlev u)untv, Ga.
-She leaves a hushand, five children. 3 brothers an? one
sister. A large circle of relatives and friends to mourn
their loss. Sister Nettie was a consecrated christian,~
an affectionalt wife, a loving, dutiful mother, a trae,

erous, obliging neighbor. In her death, her hus-
nd and children, have lost a loving, devoted, wife
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and mother, the church a true devoted consecrated
member, the community a generous, obli:ing neighhor,
wiay God bless and save her loved one's.  Farewell
Sister, until we meet again,
Bevond this vale ol tears,
There is a Lite above
Unmeasure:d by the fiight of vears,
And all that Life is Love.
—LELDp Al J. PARKER.

CHURCHES, CLERKS AND POST OFFICES.
RN 1 o orevs viny Buford Watson......Charing.......... Gu
New Prospect.......]. A. Clements........ Sycamore.t.... **
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CHURCH ORGANIZATION.

Preliminaries. When several believers wish to be or-
Zanized into a church, they request a council from soms
sister church. This council or committee (commonly
called an arm) exdmines iuto the Christian character,
doctrine and fellowsbip of the applicants, and their
abiltty to sustain a church. = If the examination is sat-
isfactory, the organization proceeds as follows:

The Bible is prescntedias the only rule of faith and
practice. A church co¥enant isread and adopted. A
prayer of consecration is offered. The hand ot tellow-
ship is given. The chureh then proceeds to elect its
officers, which are a clerk, a treasurer, a pastor, who
acts as moderator in all church meetings, and a board
of directors, who constitutes, with the pastor, a com-
mittee to promote order, activity, attendance, 2nd the
means of grace, berevolence, and sufficient disciplive in
the church. Deacons should possess scund piety, good
business capacity and large benevolence. They hold
office at the pleasure of the charch. : They assist in bap-
tism and the Lord’s'Supper, have the care of the poor,

' and conducE religious meetings in the absence of the
. P ’ . /

pastor. :
CHURCH LETTER.
PROW sos.iicssssivsots Church. ....55:. Ssstdeny County, Ga.
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To the members and messengers composing the Chat.
tahoochee United Free Will Baptist Association tocon~-
vene With......ccee0en T IR County, Ga
Wethave called Bro........oviiviisy for our pastor tor
the ensuing year. Spiritual condition of the church

Time of meeting........c.....ccvvennene. Sunday, Served

................... "..Received by letter...........; received by zro-
fession of faith.........; received by experience.........; num-
ber expelled........... ; dismissed vy letter........... ; paia for
minutes............ ; paid for correspondence.............. ; paid -

This done by order of the church in conference this
N TN T day of 191...
B e o TT TR ey Moderator, P. O............ A kaRn Tt

CONSTITUTION.

Resolved That we form an association upon the
principles laid do » n in the Holy Scriptures, to-wit; As-
sociatiouns appear from Scripture and ecclesias'ical his-
tory to have been originally formed, not trom any pos-.
itive injunction, either from Christ or his Apostles, but
irom mere expediency for the purpose of concentrating
the efforts of individual churches and bringing them to
hear with greater energy upon the subjects designed to

")e accomplished by those churches. They werealso con-
sidered as advisory council, and resorted to as suck, .
but never claimed any right of lording it over God’s =~ . |
heritage, nor was their advice considered ‘binding om
the churches. In a word, associations were wholly de-
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pendent on churches, and churches were not dependect
upon assoc’ations. and notwithstanding the power ar-
rogated to themselves by some moiern Baptist Assc-
-ciations, we view tnem as buiog nowhere precedented
by the primitive usages of any self created 1 o lies.

We, the delegates from our respective churches, beuﬂ'
authorized by his churches, to agreée to torm ourselves
into an associat ou, to be known by the name of the
Charttahoochee United Free Will Baptist Associaticz,
and we promisc not to with raw ourselves from th-=
association without first stating our rea:ons to the
body for such int¢nded withdrawal.

It is proposed by the association, first to promec:2
revivals of 1eligion by camp and pfl)lrd(.tcd meetings.
Secondly, to take an actave part in Home Missions. Tt
is not intended by this association todiscussqueries, [t
is not the design of this association to interfere in
any way with the independence ot churches composizge
it. It was not intended to establish creeds, rules cf
discipline, or to make any law whatever to bind tke
churches, but to leave each church to regulate its owrn
affairs.

We, as an association, ;akc the Old and New Testa-
ments as our confession of fuith, as relates to the iz-
dependency.

We believe t"at a duly organized church consists of
a congregation n'hzdmte ba tized upon a creditalie
profession of faith in Christ. Christ is the only Chs.
tian law giver and ﬁupreme head of the churches, a:d
the word of God the only intallible rue of faith azd
practice. hvery man has an inalienable right to pri-

“vate judgment in conce ‘_.'- of religion, and an equa
right to express his ooinity
violate the laws fGnrdggitne rights of his fellow me .

A churen has a right to-adopt snch measures only s
are in accordance with t ’Word ngf,}nd and svch are
deemed necessary to caﬁ&xmto eﬂ';&t the great systen
of practice. . $E0 . Ao s

The church is the hi hpst ccclmast;lcal tribunal on
earth, from whose decision there m‘no appeal.

This constitution may be altered or amended at any
meeting of the association by two thirds of the badx.

Read and adopted the above -as the constitution of
the Chattahoochee United FreeWillBaptistAssociatica.,

—

M in any way which will uot.

— e ——

——— e —
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Church Decorau.

1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the
last regular conterence in associationai year; or, ifchey
prefer, it may choose a pastor for an indefinite. length
of time to continue from year to vear, so'long as they
may deem it proper to keep up the connection.

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be
chosen at any other time; but if the ciioice be made at
a special counference, the time must be appointed at a
monthly meeting of the church.

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, bat
when he is absent or does not sit as moderator, being
present, sooie suitable brother shall be appointed tosit
in his place.

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church
whose daty, it shall be to superintend thecollectionand
disbursment of the contributions maue by the chu-ch
for the pastor, ect., and to distribute the bread and
wine in the administration of the Lord’s Supper.

5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as
retuse or neglect to partake of the Lord’s Supper and
endeavor to ascertain the cause, that he same may be
laid before the church wn conference if necessary.

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk
and it shall be his duty to do all the recording and oth-
er writi g pertaining to the business of the church, and
to preserve a file ot the miputes ot the association.

7. When a new clerk is appointed, all the books, ete.
belunging to the clerk shali be immediately delivered to
him by ns predecassor
/8. When it becomes necessary, a commitiee of
not less than three mal. members well acquainted with
business, shall be appointed, whose duty 1t shall be to
give advice to brethren who apply to them relative to
cases of dealing, etc., with the church.

¢. The church shall hold a two days mecting
m<-rthly, embracing Saturday and the Lord’s day fol-
lowing, the fir t of which skall be the regular time of
corference.

19, It shall be the duty of every member, male and
ferrale, to attend each conference meeting if they canm,

-
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for on that day the pastor is expecte‘d to instruct the
church in spiritual! manner by giving plain and pointed

lessons on doctrine, discipline and the rule of holy liv-
ing.

11. Any male member who shall fail to attend
three successive conferences, and any member what-
ever who may be generally remiss in attending the
meetings of the church according the covenant (Article
10), shall be cited to appear in conference and answer
for his neglect, but the church may cmmpt members
from this rule if necessary,

12. Conferences shall be opened and conducted as-
foilows:

1, Prayer (unless lelﬂL service has just been con-
ducted and generally then.) 2. Invite visiting breth-
ren to seats. 3 Open the door for the reception of
members. 4. Call for absentees. 5. For acknowledg-
ments. 6. For rcferences or deferred business. 7. For
matters of dealing which are in order to come betore-
the church. 8. miscellaneous business.

13.' Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister .
churches, shall be allowed to speak and make motions

or seconds, but not allowed to vote. -~

14. Any orderly member of the Baptist Lh..l'ch W ho
does not hcli this church in membership, may
be received into the church without a letter, wleritis
made apparent thaghﬁ Christian character is unim-
peachable, aud that'he has applied for a letter and
could not obtain it because he desired to join this or
some sister church. All etber members mnst.join by

Tetter or baptism, _

15. No member shall be¢

mous consent of the meg

rs 'prescnt but uureason-
able objections shall no e valid, and unless with-

drawn the member - who makes thf-m"Shall be liable to
be taken under dealing b;; the churgh»

16. When thé moderator calls fa’_. ibsentees, the clerk
shall inform the c.hurch ‘what members have been ab-
sent from three successive confe ences, and the modera-

tor shall appoiut some brother or lﬁrethren to cite each
of them to the next conference. =~ .

372

17. No member shall be expelled unless ‘He has been

I! -
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eited varbally or in writing, to attend his tria., ,
ed his residence be known t2 the church,

.18, When a witness, not a member of the church, is
introduced, he shall not be examined till the guestion
has been put to the church: will youhear the testimonv
of this witness?

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and ac-
knowledgment shall be minuted in the church book

20. Members dismissed from the church by letter who
become disorderly, or continue to hold their letters
without a‘good reason, shall be cited to the conference
to answer tor their conduct.

21 Expelled members may be restored to followship
on their petition if their, walk since expulsicn has con-
vinced the church that t‘hey have sincerely repented ot
their former evil.

22+ A vote shall not be taken on any question with-
out a move and a s:cond, and in all important ques-
tions the vote shall be taken by rising on their feet.

23 No otber motion shall be considered while a pre-
vious motion and second is betore the conference.

24, It shall be consi.ered disorderly for a member
to absent himself from conference when an' important
question is to be decided; but. a member upon his re-
quest, may be excused by the. church from voting on
either side in peculiar cases. !

25. No member shall leave the house during confer-
ence without a sufficient cause nor engage in conversa-
tion.ar whispering without being subject to be calied
to ordecr by the moderator. | :

26. All discussions in conference must be conducted
with calmress and good feeling; those'who speak must

-rise to their feet and address the moderator, and k2ep

to the point in the debate.

27. No one shall speak more than three times onthe
sime motion without permission from the -moderator,
nor shall the remarks of any one be unreasonably leng.

28. When the moderator speaks he must nominate
some brother in his stead.

29. XNo one shall be interruptéd ‘w_hil'é speéking un-

less it he necessary to call the speaker to order.
-
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30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the
auministration of the Lord’s Supper at least four times -
a year, and the expeses are to be paid by the church.

381 Members pot in good standmg shall not com-
mune, but the administration shall not be deferred on
account of any ordinary matter of dealing.

32. Fect washing shali be attended to as the church
' sees proper. !

33. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be
observed on proper nccasions. G

34. This decorum way be amended or altered by the
vote of two thirds of the members present at any two
successive monthly meetings

—_—

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANGES.
1. We believe that a Gospel church, or a church of
Chirist, is a congregaticn of Chnat.mns constituted and

governed according to the rules laid downin the New
Testament.

2. That thosé:rules rtqmre churches to perserve the
form of government and the ordinances of the first
Christian churches and to be composed of baptizea
believers in Christ.

5. That the yisible church as the aggregate or whole-
number of Gospel churches, and that the invisible
church is composed of the redeemed now in beaven,and
of such Christians on earth as are not attached to the
visible charch, according to the Gospel rules.

4. That the establishment of a central or catholic
government over ghe visible church, or any part there-
cf, is a devise of eartlily ambition repugnant to the
Word of God, subversixe to the churchesand dangerous
to the liherty of men. oo

3. . The Gospel churchigs are the omly ecclesiastical
boiies or tribnnals anthorized by the ‘xnptures. that
each.church bas the nures tricted right to administer its
own government r’.,, 1k supewtslon or interfereuce,
being under Christ ¢sssentially, in gpendent and abso-
lute; and that if this rig t'?hc su ‘rendered to a superin-
tendmg jurisdiction by delegatio __-f*wor otherwise, the
assembly ceases to be g Gospel ¢ i

J

a‘
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6. That churches may nevertheless, we suppose,meet.
by delegates, form an associatior and declare the terms
upon which they will keep up the corrgspondence; but
that the rights and authority of churchesbeing inalien.
able, or in no wise compromised or hindered by ente:.
ing into an associotion, and therefore an association,
hasmo authority over churches or individuals, their
only power bu:g to transact business which does not
pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacity; to
promote mutual intercourse, and a cohcentration of-
voluntary effort, and ‘o give that advice to churche:
which might with equal authority be given by any ic
dividual.

7. That the authority of the churches is designed for
the prepetuation of the true religion of the Gospel, anit
for the preservation of a true and orderly body of Chris-
tians on earth; that it is tully sufficient for the purpose
intended, but thatit does not extend to persons, prop-
erty or the conscienc:s of men in any manner whatever.

8. That the only requisites to church membership are
faith in Christ and obedience to the Gospel; that faith
in Christ necessarily exists in connection with the be-
lief in the fundamental truths of Christianity, and that
to prescribe any other requisite of such membership is
an assumption of authority on the part of the church
and a departure from the Gospel plan.

9. That the officers of a church are elders and dea-
cons; that elders are also called bishops or pastors;and
all the elders are equal in rank, though they mav per-
form different functions—since some may be the bishogz
or pastors of particular churches, while others may
simply elders, having no pa.storal charge.

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel
extends to teaching, exortation and rebuke, but no
furtler; that he cannot perform any acts that belong

-0 the authority of the church—such as the reception of

members into the church compact, or the expulsion of
offenders: that as a member of the church, he is no
more than any other member, and if he is guilty of
transgression he is to be brought to trial before his
brethren and convicted or acquitted in the same man-
ner as if he was a private persoa; yet we think it pru.-
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dent to call in adviscry help, especially if the minister
is'to be tried upon a charge of heresy.

11. That Christian baptism is the immetsion ofabe- °
liever in water, in the neme of the Father, and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost.

12, That the Lord’s Supper and Washing the saints’
feet are ordinances to ge observedin the church until
tne Lord comes.

13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to
their office by ordination, or the dmpesition of the
hands of the presbytery and prayer, without which
they are not authorized to administer the ordinances
pertaining to their respective offices.

14. No preacher shall be ordained upless called to
take charge of a church as pastor, or ior some other
good acd ‘sufficient reason..

Alm'u,m«*s OF FAITH AND DOCTRINAL VIEWS.

1. We believe that the Ho]y Bible was written by
men divinely inspired andis a treasurer of heavenlv in-
struction; that it has God for its author, salvation for
its end, the truth without any mixture of error for its
matter; that it reveals the principles by which God will
judge us, and therefore it shall remain with us to the
end of time the truc center of L hristian union and the
supreme standard to which.all human conduct and
opmwm conform.—Rev. 13:14; John 5:39.

. That there is one true and hving God, whose
name is Jehovah, 'f.’be maker and ruler of bcaven and
earth, inexpessible glorious in boliness, worthy of all
poss:ble hkonor, confidence and love, revealed in the
personal distinction of, Father, Son 'and Holy Ghost,
equal ic every divine perfrctlon and txecuting dist'nct
*but harmonious offices igithe grcat work ot redemp-
tion.—Ex. 6:3; Psa, 33.

3. That man was creats
the law of his maker, but by
fell from that holy and ha

)) voluntary transgression
happy stag:} dn consequence cf
which men are now sinners, not by ¢onstraint, but by
choice, being by nature utter ly void ot holiness requir-
ed by the law of ch “wholl; y gwento the gratification
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of the world, of Satan and their own sinful passions,
and therefore are under just condemnation to eternal
ruin without defense ¢r excuse.—Gen. 1:27:2:7:3:6,
19, 23. ~

-

4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace,
through the mediatorial office of the Son of God, who
took upon himself our nature, yet withoutsin, honored
thelaw by his own personal obedience,and made /atone-
ment for sin by his death; being risen from the dead, he
is now enthroned in heaven, and uniting in his wonder-
ful person the tenderest sympathies with divine perfec-
tion in every way qualified to be suitable, compassion-
ate and all sufficient Savior.—Eph. 2:5; 5:8; Rom. 7:11.

5. That the Gospel blessings which Christ in his full-
ness bestows on such as believe in him, is justification.
That this justification consists in the pardon of sinand
promise o: eternal life, upon principles of righter usness;
that it is bestowed not i1n consideration of anyvthing
we do, but solely through his own righteousness and
atonement, and that it brings us into a state of most
blessed peace and favor with God.—Rom. 8 30; Ezek.
18:28; John 3:14; 16; Rom. 8:17.

6. That the blessings of salvation are madefreetoall
by the Gespel; that it is the immediate duty ofall tore-
ceive them by a cordial and obedient taith and that
noching prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner
upon earth, but his awn vofuntary retusal tosubmit to
the Lord Jesus Christ, which refusal will subject him to
an aggravated condemnution.—Mark 16:16; John 17:
20; Isa. 20.

7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated,
or born again; that rcgeneration consists of giving a
holy disposition to the mind and is affected in a man-
ner above our comprehension by the power of the Holy
Spirit, producing voluntary obedience to the Gospel;
and that its evidence is found in the holy fruits w hich

~we.bring forth to God.—Jobn 3; 3:8; Matt. 3:8-10.

8. Thar election is the gracious purpose of God, ac-
cording to which he regenerates, sanctifies and saves
sinners, it being perfectly corsistent with the free
agency of man, that it comprehends all means with the
end; that it is a glorious display of God's goodness, be-
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ing infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable; that it utterly
excludes boasting and promotes humility, prayer,
praise, trust in God and active imitation of his free
mercy, that it encourages the use of means in the high-
est degree; that it is the foundation of Christian as-
surange, and that to ascertain it with regard to our-
selves, demands and deserves our utmost diligence.

9. That the préserving attachments of true believers
to Christ is thegrand mark which distinguishes them
from superficial professors: that a special Providence
watches over their welfare, and that they are kept by
thlls tz)ower of God through faith unto salvation.—Eph.
1:1.2.

10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable

rule of his Governmwent; that it is holy, just and good; -

that the inability which the Scriptures ascribe tofallen
man to fulfill its precepts, rrises entirely from his love
of 8in; to deliver him through a mediator to unfeigned
obedience to the holy law, 1s one design of the Gospel
and of the means of grace connected with the establish-
ment of the visible church.—Matt. 5:13; Luke 19: 13-
20; 14:17. :

11. That the first day ot the week is the Lord’s day,
or Christian Sabbath; that it should be kept sacred to

igious purposes by abstaining from all secalar labor
and recreation; by the direct observance of all means
of grace, both public and private, and preparation for
that rest which remaias for the children of God.—Ex.
19:8; Heb. 4:9; Thes. 1:7; Psa. 16:9.

12. That civil government is of divine appointment
for the interest andigood order of human society, that
magistrates are to l:upfa_yed for conscientiously, hon-
ored and obeyed in all things not contrary to the will
»of our Lord Jesus Christysvho is the Lord of the con-

science and Prince of thekizgs on the earth—Ex. 28:7;
Acts. 23:5; Tim. 5:17. =* .
bclS..ThaJ. thex]-: is & rAf h
tween the righteous and the wicked; that such only
as are jt;ul;iﬁertllg ith in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and sanctified by the Spirit of God &fe truly righteous
in his esteem, while such '

in unbeliet, are in his sigl

tinue in impenitence and
ed and under thiscurse,

-
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and this distinction holds good among men bothin anﬂ |
ziter death,—Matt. 25:46; Mark 16:16.

14. That the end of this world is approdching, when
Ckhrist will descend from heaven and raise the dead
frem their graves to final retribution; that a solemn

- separation will then take place, the righteous, being

acjudged to everlasting happiness, and the wicl‘éd to
endless punishment, and this judgment will fix forever

the fin4] state of man in heaven or hell, on principlesof
rightecusness.—John 5:25; Matt. 25:34:41:46.
»
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