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MINlJTES 
... 

The sevent-; -t.inth annual session ot the Chatta
ho.ochee United Freewill Baptist Assodation c~nvc-n erl 
\Vith Beu~n:1 Chur ch, Taylor county, Ga., commencing 
on Thursday night before the first Sunday in October, 
L914. The Introductory Sermon was preached Friday 
a tr eleven o'clock, A. M., by R.ev. A. J. Parker, followed 
by Rev. W. D. Gill. After a10 intermission of one and 
one-half hours for ref reshm•ents., the body was called 
to order by the former Mode!rator, Rev. A. J. Parker. 
The former clerk was in his seat. Next invited visit
ing Brethren to seats with us in the body. The next 
business in order was a call for corresponding letters, 
n :d re-~ eh·ed letter~ fr om thir teen churches in the 
.Association. On motion of the body, Brothers H. L 
Lumpkin and W. T. Rustin wrere appointed to r ead the 
letters, whi~h duty they performed, and the names of 
the celegates were enrolled. The body then perma
nently organized by electing Rev. A. J . Parker Mod
erator and W. D. Gill clerk. Next called for corres
p.onding messengers and rec•eived Rev. W. H. Homes 
and Bro. W. T. Rustin from the Georgia Union Asso
ciation, and Rev. B. 0 . Brown from the Little River 
AssGciation. Next appointed the various committees. 

On Preaching-Bro. W. M. Watson from the church 
and Eros. W. H. Partin, I. N. Wainwright from the 
body. 

On State of t he Churche~ and Character of the 
Ministry-T. J. Little, W. L. Wall, .T. H. Gratehouse, 
A. R. Lawhorn, J. S. Lockhau-t. 

On Finance-J. D. Litt1~, H. L. Lumpkin, E. C. 
' 1 th'imsley . 
.,.. On Obituarie~-J. V. Klosser, S. N. Little, J. R. 

Jordan. 
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On Sabbath Schools--T. Grimsley, A. B. Posey. 
J as. Daniel. 

On Temperanc.e-E. L. Corley~ W. D. Gill, Grady 
Rogers. · 

. On motion, theL body adjourned until Saturday 
morning at eight o'clo~k, after singiqg and prayer by 
Rev. S. N. Little. 

SECOND DAY'S SESSION. 

Saturday morning, at eight o'clock, the body met 
according to adjournment. After singing and prayer 
by H. L. Lumpkin, reporui of co~~ittees were read. 

< 

ON STATE OF CHURCHES AND CHARACTER OF 
- THE M:!NISTRY. -We, the committee, fjJo~ ·after thorough investiga-

t ion that all the churches and ministers are in good 
standing. A. R. LAWHORN, Chairman. 

ON OBITUARIES. 

We, your committee, recommend that each pastor 
write the obituaries of his church and hand them to 
the clerk for publication :in the minutes. 

· REV. J. <v: KLOSSER, Chairman. 

ON SA~BATH SCHOOLS. 
'· -

We find in all our )1ehurches only four Sabbath 
s~hcols, and two have bE~n called in for some cause. 
We recommend that all <: ·"r churches strive to organ-
ize a Sabbath School. }. · B. POSEY, Chairman. 

f ;1b , ~. • 

ON Ta~&RANCE. 
.. ""';t 

We, your committee;, lbeg leav~ ~~rmake the follow
ing report: We recomme:na that ~~rethren be tem
perate in all things. N<it oi!Jy ~trongjirink, but every
thing else tending to do i~vil to oqr cause. 

· REV. W. D. GILL, Chairman. 

_, 
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ON PREACHING. 

~·'riday at 7:30 P. M., RE!V. S. N. Lihle to nreach 
and 1~. L. I urnett to follow. Saturday at 9 A. M., 
B. 0. Brown to pre2ch, H. L. Lumpkin t~ follow. Sat
urday at 11 A. M., I!ev. J. D. Little to preath, Rev. 
J. V. Klo~ser to follow. Saturday at 3 P. M., Rev. J. J. 
Jones to preach, Rev. W. J. Lumpkin to follow. Satur
day at 7:30 P. M:;- Rev. W .. H. Emerson to preach, 
Rev. J. M. Culpepper to follow. Sunday at 9 A. M., 
Rev. W. H. Homes to preach, Rev. E. C. Grimsey to 
fol1ow. Sunday at 11 A. NL Rev. \i\i. J. Culiver to 
preach, Rev. A. J. Parker to follow. 

L N. WAIN\VRIGHT, Chairman. 

ON FIN.A,NCE . • 
We find paid in from t~e various churches for min

utes, $21.50. We find paid in for Associational pur
poses, $15.22. In the hands of the treasurer for As~
dational purposes, $1.00. 

REV. H. L. LUMPKIN, Chairman. 

MISCELLANEOUS PUSINESS. 

Agreed that this body ·m&t with Little Bethel 
rhur ;,, Macon county, Ga., commencing on Thursday 
ni<tht before the first Sunday in October, 1915. The 
Introductory Sermon to be pr,eached Friday at 11 A.M. 
by Fev. S. N. Little, Rev. Vl. H. Emerson alternate. 
Delegates going by railroad will be met at Ideal, Ga., 
on the A. B. & A. Railroad, on Thursday. Appointed 
corresponding messengers to our sister Associations as 
follows: To the Georgia Unio;n, Revs. A. J. Parker and 

..YD... D. Gill; to the Little Rive1r, Revs. J~ D. Little, A. J. 
- ' Parker, S. N. Little; to the South ~orgia, Revs. H. L. 

Lumpkin, S. N. Little; to thE~ Midway and the South
ea!"tern of Alabama, the Sta.te Line of Alabama, by 
letter and minutes. 

On motion, the body a.djourned until 2:30 P. lf., 
after ~inging and prayer by Rev. J. V. Klosser, 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Was opfned according to adjournment. After 
singing a.nd prayer by Etev. W. D. Gill, by motion Rev. 
W. H. Emerson was ap;pointed to, write the next cir
cular letter to this body. Motion made and carried, 
that we pay the expenses of our correspondents, • which 
was $14.80. Next a collection of $6.64 was taken for 
the widow of the late · Rev. D. J. Apperson. Motion 
made and carried that Providence church be given 
until the fourth Sund~:y· in October, 1914, to place 
her- letter with another J~ssociation. Motion made and 
carried that the letter ;granted Pier ce Chapel church 
at the last session of this body be called in. Ne.xt ap
pointed G. D. Perry, Ideal, Ga., A. R. Lawhorn, Bu~ 
ler, Ga., and Jas. Daniel, Mauk, Ga., as the Executive 
Comrrittee of this body. Ordered that the clerk have 
500 copi£s of the minutes printed and that he have 
$10.00 for his services. On motion, thanks were r e
turned to the church and Community for their kind
ness a.nd hospitality during our stay with them. Af
ter singing and '{)fayer by Rev. W. J~ Lumpkin, the 
Association adjourned to meet with Little Bethel 
church twelve monibs 'hence. 

REV:' A. J. PARK~rl, Moderator. 
REV. W. D. GILL, Clerk. 

. UNIO~EETINGS. 
The First District11~eets with Turner's Chapel 

church, Taylor <;o~n~ ~~? co).l)jri.~ncing on Friday 
night. befor.e the fou . · f~U~day · · :·J"uly, 1915. Con
veyances will meet del~~~ at· JJ~r, Ga.,on Friday. 
Rev. y;r. H. Emerson ·1;o1· preacJ:t tb~ ~pfrodu2tory Ser
mon Saturday at eleven o"clocl& A!. M., Rev . .J. J. 
Jones alternate. · ~ · 

\ 

The Second District meets with New Life church, 
Marion county, Ga., on Jlhiday nigHt, before th~ Third 
Sunday in July, 1915. 'I'he IntroductO~y Sermon to be 
J?reached Saturday at' e'leven o'clock,· A. M., by Rev. 
W. D. Gill, Rev . . J. Vl. CuJi\ier alternate. Dele- ,~ 
gates going by -railroad will be met at Mauk, Ga., 01_1 
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the A. r. & A . R. R., and Geneva, Ga., on the Central 
R. R., on Friday. . 

The Preachers and Deacons Meeting will convene 
with Bethany c burch, commencing on Friday night be
fore the fiitb Sunday in May, 1915. Rev. B. F. Green 
to preach the Introductory :Sermon Saturday at eleven 
o'clock, A. M. Delegates going by railroad will be 
met at Juniper on Friday. Saturday at three o'clock, 
P. M., Rev. J. J. Jones to preach, subject Free Will 
Baptist Doctrine . • Rev. W. D. Gill alternate. Satur
day at 7:30 P. M., Rev. S. N. Little to preach, subject 
Tempfr~mre. Rev. E. C. •Grimsley, alternate. Sun
day at 9 o'clock A . M., Rev. W. H. Emerson to preach. 
Subje: t , t bc Duties of Preachers and Deacons. Rev. 
IT. L. Lup:1pldn, alternate. Sl,nday at 11 A . M., Rev. 
A. J. Parker to prea:-h. Subje t, Catholicism. Rev. 
D. E. GreEn, alternate. 

OBITU.ARIES. 

D~13arted this life February 20, 1914, Bro. E. L. 
Moore. a~e 63 years. He 1t~ves a wife, five children, 
:- J:o~t of friends, to mourn his loss. He became a 
member ?t New Prospect clmrch, Taylor county, Ga., 
in hi~ younf' d?y~ , afterwards moved his membership 
to Turner's ChapeL He was a fait:tful member t"> his 
church and a faithful husband and father. Good-bye, 
Brot1:er, t.ill we meet again, where no sorrow eve-r en-

~- .. - rers, and no parting is ever known, but we will sing 
and shout forever as we.man·h around the throne. 

ItEV. J. W. CULIVER. 

Departed this life April, 1914, Sister Rosena Spil
lers, age 64 years. She was .a member of Turner's 
Chapel church. She joined years ago. She was a 
faithful member of her church and to God. She lleaves 
a t:vStband and ten children ~md a host of relatives and 
fri~nds to mourn her loss. Shall we meet Again, dear 
mother, on that bright eternal shore, where we will 

, part aga]n, no never , but be safe forever mor e. Yes, 
we ' vill meet again, dear mother, when earth's trials 
all are past, when our bark S~haii reach the heaven and 
is anchored safe at last. HEV. J. W. CULIVER. .• 
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CHURCHES, CLEB~KS AND P.OS'l' OFFICE. 

Bethany, J. N. Daniel.. .................. :: : ............. Juniper, Ga. 
Trinity, Buford Watson .............................. Charing, Ga. 
New Prospect, A. B. Po:~ey ........................ Reynolds, Ga. 
Turner's Chape~ Grady Bogers .... ." ............... Butler, Ga. 
New Pro~pect, T. J. LitUe_ ................ ~ ....... Ashburn, Ga. 
Ne)Y Life, Lee Daniel.. ....................................... Mauk, Ga. 
BeQ.lab~ A. R. Lawhorn ..... : ............................. j3utler, Ga. 
Spring Hill, W. M. Me~ton .............................. Mauk, Ga. 
Corinth, J. R. Jordan ....... ~·-··········· ··- ·········-·······Doyle, Ga. 
Pleasant Hill, J. W. Brewer .................... Southland, Ga. 
Mt. Olive, A. H. WindtU1m ........................ Reynolds, Ga. 
Little Bethel, G. D. Perry ................................. Ideal, Ga. 
Columbus ............... ~ ........ ............................................. ...... . 
Pier:e Chapel, H. E. Lo~khart ................. Hamilton, Ga. 
Friendship, J. R. Baty .......... : ......... .......... Smithville, Ga. 
Liberty Chapel ................. : .. ··························· ......... ....... ... . 

MThHSTERIAL hv.uL. 

D. E. Green ............ ~ ..... !-.1 . . ... - ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Ideal, Ga. 
B. F. Green ................... ;.~ .............................. .-... Mauk, Ga. 
J. D. Little ............. : ....... ! . .: ............ . ..... .. . . ...... Ashburn, Ga. 
1J. J. Jones ..................... ):t, ............................... Ideal, Ga. 
W. J. Lumpkin ............... ~r.t .......................... Norwich, Ga. 
E. ·c. Grimsley .............. ,.«~ ............. ~ .............. Mauk, Ga. 
W. T. ·Lovic~ ............. ·.·-~-~~:;,~---- - ····-- ·· ·i-'~, ..... Reynolds, Ga. 
W D G '11 · 1 · ':t' • ~.. t' C'ty G • • 1 ........... .-........... ···-······ · · · ··-----~JUne ton 1 , a. 
W. H. Emerson .......... :: .. ':'~~: .. ~~---·· ·· --:~~ .. '{·········Butler, Ga. 
H. L. Lumpkin ............................ .' ..... ?..:-~..:. , .... Norwich, Ga. 
J . M. Posey ............................ : ... : ........ :_. .......... Butler, Ga. 
A. J. Pat:ker ......... : ..................... --~ - ----- :~: ........ Butler, Ga. 
S. N. Little ....................................... : .... ? ..... .. Ashburn, Ga. 
W. B. Posey .......................................... ~ ..... ...... Butler, Ga. 
J. V. Klosser ............... , ........................ : .... : ... Reynolds, Ga. 
C. H. Moore .................. , ......................... :.:.Reynolds, Ga 
.:, R. Blair: ..................................................... Reynolds, Ga. ',. 
J. W. Culiver ............................................ : ... Norwich, Ga. 
J. L. Whitley ................................................ Norwicb, Ga .. 
I. F. Quinn ................................................... Columbus, Ga. 
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LICENTIATES . 

.T. M. CulpP.pper .................................................. ldeal, Ga. 
R. L. Burnett .......... .............. ............................ Butler, Ga. 
0. C. Bridges ................................................ Ellaville, Ga. 

CHURCH ORGANIZATION. 

Prelirnirariee. When several believers wish to be organized 
into the Christian character, doctrine ar.d fellowship of the 
into n c~ur~h, they request a council from some sister church. 
rprlicnnts, ar.d their ability to s:ustain a church. If the exanai
This council or romrnittce (commonly called an arm) examines 
r.~tt!C'n is sati!factor~, t!1e organ!!zation proreeds as follows : 

The Bille iR presented as the onl_,, rule of faith and prac
tice. A church covenant is nud anti adopted. A prayer of 
comecration is offered. The hamd of fellowship is given. The 
<'b urch thn proceeds· to elect its officers, which are a clerk, a 
treasurer, a pastor, ar.d a t•oard of directors, who constitute, 
with the pastor, a committee to promote order, activity, attend
ance, and the means of grace, benevolence, and s11fficient dis
cipline in the church. Deacons should possess sound piety, 

-good l:uriness capacity and larg«! l:enevolence. They hold office 
~ 1 

at the plearure of the church. 'They as.sist in baptism and the 
Lord's Supper. ha,·e rare of the poor, and conduct relig\oua 
meet:n~s in the abeence of the pastor. 

: 

I 
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CONSTIT UTION. 

Resolved, That we form an association upon the principles 
laid down in the Holy Scrip1tures, to-wit: Associations appear 
from Scripture and ecclesiasti cal history to have been originally 
formed, n6t from any positivE! injunction, either from Christ or 
His Apostles, but from 1~ere •expediency for, the purpose of con
centrating tl e efforts ot individual churcbe& and bringing them 
to tear with greater er.ergy upon the subjects designed to be 
a~complishcd by those chut:cbes. They were also considered as 
advisory council, and resorted to as such, but never claimed any 
right of lording it over God's heritage, nor was their advice 
considered binding on the churches. ltl . a word, associations 
were wholly dependent on <!hurches, and churches were not 
de}:endent upon associations, and notwithstanding the power 
abrogated to themselv~s by some modern Baptist associationH, 
we 'iew 1hem as l:eing nowhere pr.ecedented by the primitive 
usrgcs of any £elf-created l:odies.. · 

W_.£, the delegates from our respective churches, l:eing au
thorize-d by our churches, to agree to form ourselves into an 
as£cciation, to l;e known by the name of the Chattahooche-e 
United Free Will Baptist Association, and we promise not to 
withdraw ourselves from this · association without first ~tating 
our rC!asons to the l:ody for such intended withdrawal. 

It is ptoposed by the association, first to promote revivals of 
r~ligion by c-amp and protracted meetings. Secondly, to take an 
active part in Home Missions. It is noi intended by this asso
ciation to discuss queries. It is not the design of this associa
tion to interfere in any way with the independence of churches 
composing it. It was not int•el,lded· to establish creeds, rules of 
discipline, or make any law whatever to bind the churches, but 
to leave each cbprcb to regulate its own affairs. 

We, as an associat~, takte the OJd and New Testaments as 
our confession of faith, as rellates to the independency. 

We b ?Jieve that a dq),y organized church consists of a con
gregation of saints baptized• 1upoR a creditable profession of 
faith in Christ. Christ is/1the on~y Christian lawgiver a nd 
supreme head of the churcb_ee, and . the word of God the only 
illlalli~Je 1 ule of faith and p_~tice. EYery man has an inal
ier.atle 1·ight to prh·ate judg~t in concerns of religion, and 
an equal right to express his }~ion in smy way which will not 
\'iolate the laws of God or the~ts of his fellow man. 

A chnrch ~a~ a right ·to . .il~o .: · such measures only as are in 
:>c::ordanre w1th tl:e WQrd of ' , and aueh~re deemed neces-
sar~r to carry into effect the 8;reat §Yrtem :Of~racti ce. 

The : burch is the highes1t ~ecle£iasti.C8t:tribunal on earth, 
from whose decision there is no ap_peaL · :, 

This con~titution may ~e altered or amended at any meeting 
of trc- arscci_ation by two-thirids of the ~~y; 

Read and adopted the al:o"e tiS the eonstjtution of the Chat
tahoochee United Free Will E:apt;Et Association. 

/ 
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CHURCH DECORUM. 
# ., 

1. · The church may choose a pastor annually at the last 
regular conference in the associations) year; or, if they prefer, 
it may choose a pastor for an indefinjte length of time to con
t inue from ~ear to year, so long :as they m4y deem it proper to 
keep up the connection. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at 
any other time; l::ut if the choiCE! be made at a special confer
ence, the time must be ...appointed! at a monthly · meeting of the 
church. 

3. The pastor shall be mooentor of the church, but when 
he is absent or does not sit as moderator, some suitable brother 
shall l:e appointed to sit in his place. 

4. Thre sh!lll te two or morE! deacons in the church whose 
duty it shall te to ~uperintend tlhe collection and disbursement 
of the contril:utions made by the church for the pastor, etc., and 
to distritute the trc2.d nnd wi ne· in the admini~tration of the 
L~rd's Supper. 

5. The deacons shall take notice of ~ uch members as refuse 
or r.eglect to partake of the Lord's Supper and endeavor to 
a Ecertain tl:e caute, U:at the s2.me may tc laid tefore the church 
in conference if necessary. 

6. Some 'suitable reemter shall t:e appointed clerk and it 
shall l:e his duty to do all the recording and other writing 
pertaining to the business of the church, and to preserve a tiJe 
of the minutes of the association. 

7. Wben a new clerk is appointed, a11 the books, etc., be
longing to the clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by 
hi s predeceEsor. 

8. When it tecomes necessary, a committee of not leEs than 
th ree male rneml'ers well acquainted with business, shall t ..: 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethren who 
apply to them relative to cates of dealing, etc., with the church. 

9. The church shall hold a two days meeting monthly, em
tracir.g Saturday and the Lord1s Day following, the first of 
which shall te the regu!Jlr time ()f conference. 

10. It shall l:e the duty of every member, male and female, 
to attend each conference meeting if they can) for on that day 
the paltor is expected to instru~t the church in spiritual manner 

1 ~ giving pl2in and pointed lessor.s on doctrine, discipline and 
... J the rule of holy living. 

11. Anv male memt:er who Bhall fail to attend three suc
ce~ sh·e conferc:>nres, ard any mE~mrer whate\'er who may be 
generally remiss in attending the meetings of the church ac~ord
ing the co .. "'n.r.t (fl1ticle 10) , ehall t-e cited to appenr in ron
feren:-c and a nswer for l-is neglect, l:ut the chur~h may exempt 
meml:crs from this ru~e if r:~£s£ary. 

12. Conferences shall te opet'led and conducted as follows: 
1. Pra: <'r (unless divine service has just been conducted and 

• 

: 
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generally then). 2. Invite v·isiting brethren to seats. 3. Open 
tl-.e ccor for tk.e 1 cception of mcml::ers. 4.' ·call for absentees. 
5. For acknowledgcmentE. €i. For references or deferred l:usi
ness. 7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come 
l::cfore the church. 8. Miscellaneous buEiness. · 

L3. \ 'isitir.g brethren, as helps called in from sister 
churches. eh2ll te allowed to SFeak and make motions or 
rc::c.r.dE, l ut rot allowed to vote. 
• 14. A-.:.v orccrly p:eml"clr of the Bap~t church who does 
not hold thi s cl:urcb in mcmtership, may · te re::eived into the 
.church without a letter, wllten it is made apparent that his 
Christian character is unimpeachable, and , tbat he has applied 
for a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to join 
this or some sister church. All other ~~mbers must joir. by 
letter or taptism. 

15. No member shall b(~ received without the una\limous 
conEent of the n:emt ers prc:tSent, but unreasonable objections 
s! all not l-e \aliq, ar.d unless withdrawn the meml:er who makes 
tf:cm EhBll te liat le to te tak•fn und'er dea}ing by the church. 

lG. ~hen tte moderato1· ralls for atsenteeE, the clerk shall 
inioH11 the church that men~} crs ha\ e tee~ absent for three 
su~rc,sdYe col'ferc>ll :-cr, and 1tbe moderator ~ha!l appoint some 
11 othr or hcth1cm to cite c~tcn of them to the next co:;fercn::e. 

17. No meml:er shall l e ~xpelled unless he bae teen cited 
vcrlally or in writing, to attend his trial; provided his resi
dence te known to the churrh. 

lb. When a witness, not a mP.mber of the church, is intro
duced, he shall not be exami1ned till the question has been put 
to the church: "Will you hear the testimony of this witne~;!':?" 

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledge
mert shall te minuted in the churc;h t-ook. 

20. Members dismissed f:rom the church by letter who be
come disorderly, or continue t •o.hold their letters without a good 
r€ason, shall te cited to t\1~! conference to answer for their 
corduct. ~ 

21. Expelled rreml-ers m·ay t-e restored to fellowship on . 
their petition if their lfalk since_ expulsion has convinced the 
church that they have sincerely .repented of their former evil. 

22. A vote shall ~ot te ·taken 'On any question without a 
move and a sel~ond, and in an important questions the vote shall 
at! tahn by rising on their f~~. 
himself from conference whJ! ~n important question is to be 
decided; tut a memter upo~ ~p request, may be excused by 
the chur~h from voting on eitl . side in Jfeculiar cases. 

25. No member · shall ·~ ~ef-the hpU$e::iduring conference 
without a sufficient cause DCJl engage iD' •U.iiverEation or whis
periny without teing sub.fec;t to· l:~ .cillitf .to order by the 
moderator. ,, • ··['- ~: 

26. All discussions in conference. must "b'e conducted with 
calmness and good feeling; those w1to sj>ea'l{)nust rise to their 

..) 
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feet and address th.:. moderato1·, and keep to the point in debate. 
27. No one shall speak mor•e than three times on the same 

motion without permisEion from the modera&>r, nor shall the 
remarks of any one Le unrea~olltably long. 

28. When the moderator s:peaks he mu!rt nominate some 
brother in his stf>.ad. 

29. No one shall l:e interrupted while speaking t,~nless it be 
necessary to call the speaker to , order. 

30. It shall be the rule of t:he church to attend to the ad
ministration of the Lord's Supper at least fopr time~ a year, 
and the e:xpetiEes are to l:e paid by the church. 

31. Members not in good !rtanding shall not commune, but 
the administration shall not b•~ deferred on account of any 
ordinary matter of dealing. 

32. Feet washirg shall l:e :attended to as the chnrch sees 
proper. 

33. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be ob
.;crvE'd on proper occasions. 

34. Th is cecorum may J-e amended or altered by the vote 
of two~thircls of the members 1rre!>ent ::~t any two successive 
monthly rr.eEtinf:S. 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES. 

1. We believe that a Gospel Church, or a church of Christ, 
is a congregation of Christians constituted and governed ac
cording to the rules laid down in the New Testament. 

2. That those rules require churches to preserve the form of 
government and the ordinances t:>f the first Christian churches 
and to l-e composed of baptized telievers in Christ. 

3. That the visible church al> the aggregate or whole-num
l:;er of Gospel churches, and that the invisible church is com
posed of the redeemed now in heaven, and of such Christians 
on earth as are not attached to the visible church, according 
to the Gospel rules. 

4. • That the establishment of a central or catholic gov
crnmP.nt o~er the visible churrh , or any part thereof, is a devise 
of earthly amtition repugnant to the Word of God, subservient 
to tr.(> churches and danJ?;erous to the liberty of men. 

5. The Gospel churches are tlhe only ecclesiaEtical bodies or 
tribunals authorized by the Scriptures; that each church bas 

Jl:te unrt>stricted right to administ.~r its own governmen t without 
: s'uperdsion or interference, being onder Christ essentiallv, inde

pendent and absolute: and that i:f this right be surrendered to 
a ~uperinte.nding jurisdiction by delegation or otherwise, the 
asremt-Iv ceafes to te a Gospel c:hurch. 

r:. Thaf churcbPs mav nevertheless, we suppose, meet by 
delegates, form an association and declare the terms upon which 
they will hep up the <'orrespond•~nce; but that the ri~hts and 

.~ 
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aut!- ority of churches leing inalienable, or in ·no wise compro
mised or hincered by entering into an association, and therefore 
nn &sf:ocirtion has r:o authority over churches or individuals, 
t1~e·r or.I ·. rower teir~ t 'o tranEact business which does not 
p~1 ta :n to churcres in their ecclct laE'tical ~pacity; to promote 
n.ut.ud i ter:~urse, and a -l~oncentrat: on of voluntacy effort, and 
to give that advice to churches which migbt with equal author
iiy be given by any individrual. 

7. That the authority of the churches is designed for the 
perpetuation . of the true Teligion of the ~pel, and -for the 
pre~ervation of a true and orderly body of.Christians on earth; 
that it is fully sufficient fc>r the purpose jntended, but that it 
does not extend to pel-sons, property or "tlie consciences of men 
i.n any manner whate'"er. · 

~- That tre onlv requidtes to chur~h membership are faith 
in Chrirt r-rd ot<>oicue to the GoFpel; 'fhr.t faith in Christ 
nc:-es· mil·· cx lstf; in ronne"t1on wifh the l'<>J'ef in the funda
mental t; ull s of Chri< titln~t,· . ~:nd t!jat to pr~Ecril'e r nv other 
1 cquisiiC' of EUCl' rrcMl crship is nn o~sumption of authorit? on 
tl:c ra1 t of th churrh nnd n departure from the Gqspel pla11. 

9. Trat the officers of a church Rre elders and deacons; 
that the elders are aiso call led t if hops or past'brs; and all the 
elders are equal in rank, itbough tht>v may perform different 
functione-since rome may lbe the bishops or pastors of particu
lar cburt'hes, while others rnay-1-e simplv elders, having no pas-
toral. charge. -

10. That the authority of. a minister of the Gospel extend:J 
to teachirv. exhortation and' TE'bul-e, l-ut no further; that he 
rcnnot perform anv acts tlhat l-elong to the authority of the 
church-such t!S t1-:e re:-ention of tr.cml-ers into the church 
compact, or the expulFion o'f offenders; that as a member of the 
churrh, he i~ no more than a·nv other memr.er, and if he is ~iltv 
of transF:reFFion he is to be brought to trial tefore his hrethren 
end com icted or acquitted in the eame manner as if he was a 
private person ; yet we think it pnJdent to call in advisory help. 
especially if the minister is 1to be tried upon a charge of heresy. 

11. That Chrirtian bapt:iem is the immersion of a believer 
in water, in du~ nam of the Father, and of the Son and of the 
Holv Ghott. . 

· 12. ·1"hat the Lord'IJ Supper and washing the saints' feet 
are ordinances to be &served ia the ~burch until the Lord 
comes. · / 

18. That elders and d~a~ons r:Dust be set apart to their 
oflke ty ordination, or the iW'position of the hands of the 
~esb' terv and prayer, with. which they are not authorized 
to administer the ordinanc' ~.;pertaining to their respective 
officttR. . 

14. .No preacher e,hall 1~ $dained .unless called to take 
charF:e of a church as pawtot"~ or for , ~£ome other good and 
eufficient reason. · ~ • . ~:~~-~ 

. ~~ :1, ;; . 
• • .. . ~C: .. :" 
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Articles of Faith and Doctrinal Views. 
-

1. We telieve that the Holy Bible was written by men 
divinely in.spired and is a treasure of heavenly instruztion; that 
it has God for its author, salvation for its end, the truth without 
any mixture of error for its matter; that it r~veals the princi
ples. l:y which God will judge u~, and therefore it shall remain 
with ;;s to the end of time the true center of Christian union 
and the rupren:c ~ta:r:dard to which all human conduct and 
opinions conform.-Rev. 18:14; John 5:39. 

That there is one true and living God, whose nalne is J eho
vah, the maker and ruler of heaven and earth, inexpressible 
glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, confidence and 
love, re~eakd in the ersoual distinction of ·Father; Son and 
Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and executing 
distinct r ut harmonious offices in the great work of redemption. 
-Ex. 6:3; Psa. 33:18. 

3. That man was created in a state of holiness under the 
lrw of his maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that 

. l~oly ar:d happy state. in coucquence of which men are now 
c-ir:rers, not hv ronscyair.t, tut t:v rhoice, teing by nature utterlY 
rle\'oid of holireFs nquired t~· the law of God, wholly given to 
the gJ atifil'ation of the world, of Satan and their own sinful 
passions, and therefore are under just condemnation to eternal 
ruin without defense or excuse.-Gen. 1:27, 2:7, 3:6, 19, 23. 

4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, through 
the mediatoril\1 office of the Son of God, who took upop himself 
our nature,1 y\!t without sin, honored the law by his own per
sonal o't·edience, and made atonement for .sin by his death; 
l-eing rie-en from the dead, he is now enthroned in heaven, and 
uniting in his wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with 
dh·ire perfection in every way qualified to be suitable, compas
sionate and all suffi::ient Savior.-Eptt. 2:5, 5 :8, Rom. 7:11. 

6. That the Gospel bleFsings which Christ in his fullness 
1-cstows on such as believe in him, is justification. That this 
juFtification consists in the pardon of fin and promise of eternal 
life, uron orincil>les of righteousness; that it is bestowed not in 
condceration of an~ thing we do, but folelv through his own 
ri,.,-ht£onsness and atonement, and thst it brings us into a state 
of mo£t 1:-lesn.:d peare and favor with God.-Rom. 8:30, Ezek. 
18 :28; .Tohn 3:14. 16, Rom. &:17. 

6. That the rlessings of ralvst!on are made free to all by 
lhe Gospel; that it is the imtrediate duty of all to receive them 
I~ n fOrditl 11rd otedient faith and that nothing prevents the 
n l'I."Ption of the grE>atest sinner upon earth. rut his own volun-

--t"nr v rrfural to rul mit to the Lord ._Te~us Christ, whi:.-h refuEal 
r ' will su'1ject him to an aggravated condemnation.-Mark 16: !.6. 

Joh11 17:20: In. 20. 
7. ThAt in orcer to be raved we must 1-e regenerated, or 

ohdicn~e to tbP Goeret ; and that its evidence is found in the 
hotv fruifs whi l'h we bring forth to God.-Joh~ 3:3-8, Matt. 
3:8-10. 

8. T.,at election is the gracious purpoee of God, nccording 
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to which r.e regenerates, ranciifiee and raves sinners, i t being 
pHfe· tly coneistent \vith n e fJCc agency of man, that it com
pnhcnds all rres.ns with the ercl; that it is a glorious display 
of Goo's gcocners, teing infir.itcly wire, holy, unchangeable ; 
I om again ; th'tt H gHel8tic.n consir1s of ¢ving a holy dispo
dt'on to tt e mir:d ar.d is nffe:tcd in a maru:er al:o ·:e our com-
1 rei em io~ ty the power of the Holy Spirit. producing voluntary 
~h'nt it utterly excludes 1l:oast!ng and prom~tes humility, pra~ er, 
praise, trust in· God and active imitation1'of his free mercy, 
that it en~ourages tt:e u re of means in the highest degree; thnt 
i t is the foundation of Christian assurance, at:d that to ascertain 
it with regard to ourselves, demands and' ileeerves our utmost 
dilig~nce. 

q_ Tl~at -the pree~rvi ng attschmer.ts of true believers to 
Chril;t is the grand mark wh:cn distinguishes them f.rom super
ficial po~ Eusorr ; that .a special P rovidence· wat~)les over their 
welfa! (' I at d i hat . n c~ aJ e J"c pt by the pow~r of God through 
!:~ith unto t2 1Yation.-Eph. 1 :1-2. 

J 0:- Thnt tl-e Jaw of God is the cterr.al, unchatigcable rule 
of hi s Go-: ernn:cnt: that it lS nolv, juft and good; tbat thE' 
inability which the s~riptures as:: r ite to fallen man fO fulfill it.l' 
precepts, arises entirely from : }:li s love of sin; to deliver him 
througil a mediator to unfeigr.ed obedience to the holy law, is 
one design of t he Gospel ard .of the means of grace connected 
with the eriablishment of the visible church.-Matt. 5:13, Luke 
10:18-20, 14 :17. 

11. That the first day of the week is the Lord's day, or 
Christian Sabtath; that it chould te kept sacred to religious 
purpoees b:v at-staining from all secular labor and recreation; 
ty the djrcct ohervance of all means of grace, l:oth public and 
pri""ate, and prer.aration for that reFt which remains for t he 
children of God.~Ex. 19:8, Heb: 4:9, Thess. 1 :7, Psa. 16 :9. 

12. Th>t c:vil go'"armcnt is of divine appointment f or the 
interest and good order of human society, that magistrates are 
to be pr{ll ed for comcifntiq~l~r, honored and obeyed in all 
things not contrary to the wH of obr Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
the Lord of. the conscience and Prince of the kings on earth.
E:x-. 23:7, Acts 23:5, Tim. 6:1'1-.~ . 

• 13. That there is a radic.d essential difference between 
the righteous and the wicked; . t such onJy as are justified by 
faith . in the name of the Lcf~ ,Jesus, Aand sanctified by the 
Spirit of God are ?"uly righ~ in his esteem, while such as 
continue tn impe!litence ard m:,;.~~elief, ar~in his sight wicked 
and unde,r this curse, and thiS~hction · K(icl~ good among men 
both in and after death.-M~tt. 25J 46; ~ ... ,.~:16. 

14. That the end of thls World ·is a.Ppmae))jn~, when Christ 
will descend from heaven and :raise tbe-~~!iom their graves 
to final retribution; that a solemn . .EePfltilt(ol'l will then take 
plaee, the righteous being adjudged··to· pver\il~ing happiness, 
and the wicked to end!ess punishment, and"" tliis judgment will 
fix forever the final state of man in .heaven or·heU, on principles 
of righteousness.--John 5:25, Matt. 25 :84:41:46 . 
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CHURCH~S COUNTIES 
'-

STATISTICAL TABLE 

.... 
DELEGATES PASTORS 

~ .... ·; 
r:. 
s:: 
-~ » 

.... .... t1l QS 
!II !II 't;) ~ 't;) 

:r> :r> s:: 11M = 
41 «1,! 0 0 0 

"0 ~ 't;) ...;! 't:l ~ ,t rl.l 
41. >. ~ >. ~ 41 1>. be H .Oo.Oo--; ,.Q~ 
~"0 •tj ·c:l tU J:: • 41 
c"S 1! ~ 41 .~ 1< ~ ..... ~ 41 • 
tl:l~~~~rzl~ ~ ~~ 

Columbus .............. Muscogee ........ . T. S. Lockhart, i H. Lovick ............................................ F. Horn................ . .. ... J... 41···· .......... $1.001 .... · ... . 
Trinity .................. Taylor .............. . T. Watson, A. S. Waller .................................. ........... ..... E. C. Grimsley... 1 .... .... .... .... .... 25 2.00 .... 4 

' New Prospect ...... Taylor .............. A. B. Posey ................................... ..................................... J. W. Culiver...... 2 1 .... .... 3 ... , 48 2.00 8 2 
Turner's ChapeL Ta~· lor ... ........... J. Grc:atbour.e. T. HoJZ"g, G. Rogers, I. N. Wainwright ... J. W. Culiver ...... 23, ........ ,..... .... .... 96 2.00 .... 4 
New Prospe~t ...... Turner ... ........... T. J .. Little, W. H. Parten .................. ............. ............ .... J . D. Little~.. . .. . . .. 8 .... .... .... 51 2 99 3.00 .... 3 
New Life .............. Marion ............. .las. Dnni~l,~ E. Carnes .. ................................. ............... ... . 

1
J. W. Culiver. ..... ~ I 31 31.... .... ..... 79. 2.001 3' 3 

Beulah ................... Taylor ........... ... W. M. W .. t .. on, A. R. Lawhorn ........................ ........ ..... W. H. Emerson... 21. ... 1. .. . j .... l. ... l. ... 241 1.00 1 3 
Spring HilL. .. ..... Mar4on ....... ....... W. L. Wall, R. H. Hamilton ............................... ............. E. C. Grimsley ....... 1. ... 1 .... 1 .... , .... 1.... 321 1.50 21 2 
corinth ............... .... Ma:r1on ............... r. R. Jordan ............. ................................................... .. ......................................... r .... , .... , ........ , .... ~3 1 1.501 .... 1 3 
Pleas9 r.t HilL .... S::hley ............... N. L. Smith, J. T. Guy.. ....................................... .......... ................................ .. . .... 1 .... 1 1 .... 131 .50~----~ 1 
Mt. Olive .............. Taylor .............. ~- S. l:'ucket. C. V. Blair .............................. ......... .. .... W. H. Emerson... ... 31 21 .. .. 1 4~ .. -- 1001 1.50 5 2 
Little Bethel... ...... Macon .............. G. D. Perry, W. C. Bussey ........................................ .. .... H. L. Lumpkin ... 201 .... 1 .... b.l 1 .... 1151 3.00 5 1 
Bethany ................. Marion ............. T. Grimsley .................. · ..... .. ................................... .. .. .... .. J. W. Culiver....... 31 .' ... 1. ... 1 .. .. 1.... .... 42! 1.501 21 1 
Friendship ............ ~umter ..... ...... .. Not rep resented .................................................................................................. 1 ........ j .......................... 1. ... 1 .. .. 
Lil::erty Chapel. .... Bibb .................. Not represented ................................................................ ................................... 1 ........ 1 .......................... 1 ...... .. 
:Pierce ChapeL ..... Harris .............. Not represented .................................................... ............................. .................. , .... ... :1 .... ........ .............. 1
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ORDER OF BUSIN-ESS OF. UNION 

MEETINGS . . ~~~· 
. ~ ... 

. . 
1. The tody called ,to order py the Moderato\ _if he is pres-

ent; if n~t the body ~ay select ~onie suitable member 

to ·act as Moderator, p~ tern. 

2. Organize by prayer and_i~ll for corresponding-"letters. 

3. Election of Moderator ·ahd. Clerk. 
' 4. Invite vi sitin~ brethren , to seats. 

5. Appointment of committee~. 

6. Call for corresponcent. 

7. Appointme~t of correspo.ndents. 

8. Appoint ti.me and place oJ holding next session. 

9. Call for reports()/ com~ittees. 

10. · Call f9r misceiJan~us ,busine'ss. ... . .. 
11. Call for re~dinv, a~d jlt1opting_ minutes. 

12. Adjournment . • 




