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ORDER OF BUSINESS OF UNION MEETINGS. 

1. The body called to or,.der by the Moderator if he is present: 
·tt not the body may select some suitable member to act 
as Moderator, pro tem. 

2. Organize by 'prayer and call for corresponding letters. 

8. Election of Moderato~: .and Clerk. · 

4. Invite visiting brethren to seats. 

5. 

6. 

J', 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

1~. 

Appointment of committees. 
\ -. 

Call tor corresP.(?nden't. 

Appointment of cott-e'Spondents. 
- . . 

A~~olnt tim~ and_ p~ of ~oldlng next session. 

Gal}.~ -for repo!ts of committees. · · 

call for mi.8cellaneou8 tkstp~.· 
- ' 

Call ·for rea.dhlg and &dpptlng mmutes. . ' .~ : . . :- .... .. 
adjournment. · 



... 

)ll .~t:1'ES. 

'l'lle Eighty-second Annual Session of th~ Ghatta.hoocbe~ 
United F'reewill Baptis t Association con\'Pned with New L ife 
Church, Marion County, Georgia, commencing on Thursday nigh t 
before the first Sunday in October, 1917. The introductory ser­
mon was· preachPd Frida y at eleven o 'clo<•k A. i\L, by Rev. J . V. 
Klosser. Afler au inte rmission of one und one-baH hours for 
refreshments, the body was caJied to o r der t>r tlle form er Modera­
tor, Rev. A_ J . Parker . The former Clerk was present. Next 
invited visiting lJrethre n to 3t·ats with us in llH~ body. Tll e next 
business in cn1e r was a caJI for corresponding letters a nd rece ived 
le tters from thirteen churches in the association. On motion of 
the body, Bros. J. W. Brewer and H . L. Lumpkin we re appointed 
to read th e lette r s, which duty they performed and the names 
of the delegates were e nroJied. The body was the n permanently 
organized by electing Rev. A. J. Parker Moderator, and Rev. 
W. D. Gi11 Cler.k. Next call ed for corresponding messengers and 
r eceived 'Revs. J. D. Little and D. 0. Drown from the LilLie ruver 
Association, Hev. A. L. Draffin and W. T. Hustin from the Georgia 
l;nion. Re ,·. L. S. Ya tes roru the ~!artin Assoc iation. ~ext ap­
poin le:d tlH• va r ious comwittef?s. On Preaching- Bros. Drane 
Fos ter, Vol . H. Hamilton, fro >H t h ~ church. and Bros. R. Whiting­
toll, G. B. Windham, S. 0. Jonel", from tbe body. On State of the 
Cburcbes :md Character of the .Ministry-G. D. Perr y, John Wat­
son, n.. H . Hamilton. J. W. Brewe r, ~1. F . Parte n, A. D. Possey. 
On Finance-W. H. E111mc rson , S. N. Li llie , H. L. Lumpkin. On 
Obituaries- J. J. Jones, W. J . Lu mpkin, J . Y. Klosser. On Te m­
pcrance-W, D. Gill, W. T. Lo' itk, H . L. Lum pkin . On Sabbath 
Schools-W. H . Emme rson, W. J. Hurst, J . H. Littl e. On motion, 
the body adjourned until Saturday morning at e ight-thirty o'clock, 
after singing and prayer by Rev. B. 0. Drown . 

Secoud Dny's St•ssion . 
Saturday morning at e ight-thirty o'clock tile body m et accord­

ing to adjournment. After singing and prarer by Rev. L . S. Yates . 

REPORTS OJ.<' CO~DllTTEES. 
0~ PREACHING. 

Friday a t 7 :30 P. M., · Rev. D. 0. Drown to preach and Rev. A. 
L. Draffin to follow; Saturday at 9 A. M., Rev. L. S. Yates to 
preach and Rev. J . D. Little to follow ; Saturday at 11 A. M., Rev. 
A. J. Parker to preach, and Rev. M. T. Grimsley to follow; Satur­
day ~t 3 P. M., Rev. S. N. Little to prea.cb and Rev. W. J. Lump­
kin to follow; Satu.rday at 7:30 P . M:. , Rev. W. H . . Emmerson to 

..{)reach and Rev. H. L. Lumpkin to follow ; Sunday at 9 A. M., Rev. 
E . C. Grimsley to preach and Rev. B. F . Green to follow ; Sunday 
at 11 A.M., lleY. J. J . :roues to preach and W . D. Gill to follow. 

S. 0 . JO~ES,Chairman. : 
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0~ Olli'rUARIJ~~. 
We . .rour coufmltlce , make the following reporf .. t1.1at the pastors 

writ<' the obituaries and send to thhe Clerk. for publication In 
l l!u minutes. 

REV. J . V . KLOSS~ H. Chairman. 

ON Ti!:l\lPJ:o;RJ\NCio~. • 
W e recommend that our people abslain from strong drink as a 

hevc ruge and cYen ns n raorning draa.~ . WC' also reco.uuh.. n d t ila t 
bolll pas.ors :.uu du~<. r. ns " a i.e h the fl o{ k on these lin H. 

HEV. H. L. ·LUMPKIN, Cb:ti •. 11 u n . 

, OS .. ' INJ\XUK -
\\"C' find paid in f•·om the various church~s: Fo:· minu te:>. 

$42.00; for associutlonal purposes, $28.95. 
HEV. H. L. LUMPKIN, Chairman. 

OX 1-:1'.\TE 01-' 'l'HE C. 'Hl'HCHES l\~U CUAHAC.'TER \)I<' THE 
MINISTRY. 

W•• find all the churches in good standing. We find a differ­
ence existing between Reva. E. C. Grimsley and J . W.Culiver. 
We ·recommend tbat these churches investigate the matter and 
deal wilh them If necessary. We also Jind that Rev. J. W. Cull­
ver and Rev. I. ,F. Quinn seems t.o have joined their forces to 
another denomination wbtch ts coqtrary to our rules and detri­
mental to our cause; and we rec9mmend that they be dealt with 
according to our decorum:) We 'also find some of our ministers 
seem to criticise the old llne practice of the Freewill Baptist, and 
we a~k that they stop until oyr 1'-w ·has been chan~ed. 

· , , G. D. PER RY, Chairman. 

OX S1\UB.\TJI ·.SCHOOLS. 
W~ your committee, !lnd that~~.e have at present more Sun­

day schools in our churches thl\n J n the past. We insist that 
each pastor put forth his best eftiite. and ox:ganize more Sabbath 
schools in the association. ::i-P-i. · • 

• REV. .· . EMMEJ;lS'ON, Chairman. 

MI~CKLl.ANE!<i~:~u8lg: 
:Motion made and carried that ~tlil8 bod · :leco•punend that each 

church have the obituaries sent to the t'tod at the next 
session. . Next, appointed corresponding meuenaers to our sister 
aasociations as follows: To the G;eorgia Union, Revs. S. N. 
Little, E. C. Grimsley; to the Martin, Reve. J. J. Jones, W. H. 
Emmerson; to the Little River, Rev. H. L. Lumplttn; to the South 
Georgia, Rev. A. J . Parker; the Midway, Rev. H. L. Lumpkin; to 
the Southeastern and State Line of Alabama~ by sending them 
mi.nutes, Next, agreed that thla body meet with Mt. Olive Church, 
Taylor County, Georgia, comm~ncing on Thursday night before 
the firat Sunday in October, 1918. The introductory sermon to 
be preached Friday at 11 o'cl9ck A. M., by Rev. J . J. Jones, Rev. 
W. H. Emmerson alternate. Delegates going by ratlroad w111 be 
met at Reynolds, Ga., on the Central Railroad and at Ideal on the 
A. B. & A. Railroad. Next, agreed to have the circular letter as 
read by Rev. J. J . Jones printed In the minutes of this session. On 
motion, the body adjourned until 2 o'clock P. M. 

• 

) 
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:\Ue rnoon Ht>ssion. 
At 2 o'clock P. M., the body met according to adjournment. 

Singing and prayer by Rev. A. L. Draffln. Ordered that the 
Clerk have 500 copies of the minutes printed , and that he be paid 
$10.00 for his services. By motion, Rev. W. H. Emmerson was 
appointed to write the next circular l£>tter to this body. Moti~n 
made and <arried that lhe churches co.11 posing toe associa.io.l 
pu rchase a tenL for the pur pose of holding the associalion under. 
Next, agreed to pay t he <xpenscs of our correspondents, which was 
$28.68. Dy motion, the body re:urned thanks to the church and 
communfty1'or t heir kindn~ss and hospitality during our stay wi. h 
them. After singing and prayer the association ad journed to mf'e t 
with Mt. Olive Church, twelve months hence. 

REV. A. J . PARKEH, Moderator. 

) 
REV. W . D. GILL, C' erk . 

l:NION MEETIXG~. 
The First District meets with Pleasant Hill Church, Schley 

coun~y. Georgia, commencing on Friday night before the first 
Sunday in August, 1918. C.om·eyances will meet delegates at 
Rupert, Ga., on Friday. Rev. J . J . Jones to preach the introduc­
tory sermon Saturday a t eleven o'clock A. M.; Rev. R. L. Burnett 
alternate. 

The Second District meets with Trinity Church, Taylor County, 
Georgia, on lo.,riday night before the fourth Sunday in July,- 1918. 
The introductory sermon to be preached Saturday at eleven 
o'clock A. M. by Rev. B. F . Green ; Rev. W. T. Grimsley alternate. 
De!egates wlll be met at Chartng, Ga. , on Friday. 

EX .. ;Cl 'TI\' B t·o~lMJTTJo~ E. 
G. D. Perry, Jdea1, Ga.; A. R. Lawhorn, Butler , Ga.; Jas. 

Daniel, Mauk, Ga. 

OBITUARIES. 
Departed this life, July 7th, 1917, Sister Apperson, wife of Rev. 

D. J. Apperson. Sisler Apperson became a member of the Free­
wlll Baptist Church when a young girl, and was married to Rev. 
D. J . Apperson during the year 1863, and she remained a member 
of the Freewill Baptist Church until death. She lost her eye­
sight three years before her death, as long as health permitted, 
she attended her church when possible. She leaves behind four 
sons and one d.aughter, and a host of grand children and friends 
to mourn her death. She was laid to rest in New Prospect ceme­
tery in Turner County, Georgia, where her membership was. The 
funeral services were conducted by Rev. S. N. Little. A precious 
one from us is gone. A voice we loved is stUl. A place is va­
cant in our home, whts:h never can be filled. 

,., REV. S. N. LITTLE. 

. . 

.. 
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. MRS. C. H. LAWSON. 
Death of our. dear mother on Sept. 3rd~ llJ17. The Death 

Angel visited our home and took for its flight our dear beloved 
mother. She only lived a ffw days after she was taken to her 
bed. While she had been in bad health for se-veD!'Years. All was 
done for her that loVing hands could do. She ieaves a husband 
and two loving daughters and three sons and .. hosts of grand 
children and relatives and friends to mourn heJ' death. We truly 
belie\•e that the Lord took her home to Heaven above where there 
is no more sickness, pain or death. She joined the church v.as 
baptized by Rev. S. N. Little when she '"as twen ly-threc years 
old. She was born November. 5th, 1851 and died Sept. 3rd, l9p. 

Written by her loving daughter, Rosa Lawson. \ 
I 

On the morning of September 19th, 1917, the Death Angel 
entered the home·of Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Hinton and took from them 
their beloved daughter, Sister Emma Lou Ingram. She was born 
January 1st. 1895, making her stay on earth 19 years, 8-1nonths 
and 18 days. She was a good obedient daughter and a kind lov­
ing wife and mother. She was a member of Mt. Olive Church and 
a true Christian. 

REV. J . V. KLOSSER. 

Departed this Life June 19th, 1917, Bro. George Barker. He 
was born January 1st, 1840, making his stay ,on earth 77 years, 
5 months and 19 days. He leaves a wife, two children and two 
sisters to mourn his loss, Bro. Barker was a member of New 
Life Church. He lived a Christian Ufe and died as all Christians 
die: Farewell, Dear Brother, till we meet again. 

REV. E. C. GRIMSLEY. 

Departed this life Septemblp- 27fh, 1917, Sister Annie M. Daniel. 
She leaves a husband and one-child,. a father, mother, four sisters 
and a host of friends. She ~as a member of ·New Life Church. 
We mourn her l~ss, yet we feel outlloss~s Heaven's gain. 

REV. E. C. GRIMSLEY. 

Dep&ted this life on · the 16 tb dli:Yf of March, 1917, Sister Irena 
Green at the home of her daughter1 ' . James'Lagrone at Potter­
ville. 1.'h& remains were tenderly-aile! to r~t -i.n the Potterville 
cemetery March the 17th, Rev, J. ~Blair coll411~g the funeral 
services. All that loving chlldren?:~•l;frien~7co~d do was done, 
but all to no avail. She w•s 8.5 ~lj o~d at_the~e of her death. 
A precious one from us ·is gone ;-·a vol~ we3~'f,cl ::Is still; a place 
is vacant in our home that never cim ~ till84. . · 

:: , :aEV. J . R. BLAIR. 

-' 

\ 

---
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CHURCI!..ES, CLERKS AND POSTOFFICES. 
New Prospect, A. B. Posey . ................... Reynolds, Ga. 
Spring Hill, W . M. Melton . ... .. . . . .......... . .. . . Mauk, Ga. 
Mt. Olive, A. H. Windham .................... Reynqlds, Ga. 
New Prospect, W . J . Hurst ... . ................. Ashburn, Ga. 
North H ighlands, A. M. Daniel .. Bibb City, Columbus, Ga. , 3242 
Beulah, M. E. Gill ................. . ............ Bu tier , Ga. 
Trinity, Burord Watson .. --.-.......... . . .. .. ... :. Charing, Ga. 
New Lite, Lee Daniels ........................... Mauk, Ga. 
Pleasant H111, J. \V. llrcwE'r .......... .. ......... Rupert, Ga. 
Turners Chapel, L. L. Dickerson ................. Butler, Ga. 
Little Bethel, J . M. Jones .... . ......... . . . ... . ... . Ideal, Ga. 
Bethany, W. F . Kelley ............. . ... . ....... Juniper, Ga. 
Corinth, J. R. Jordan ......................... Ellaville, Ga. 
Pierce Chapel, H . E . Lockhart ................. HaDltlton, Ga. 
Friendship, J . R. Haty .. .. ...... .. ...... .. ... Smi' hville , va. 
Liberty Chapel, Miss Ethel Bickerstarr ............ Macon, Ga. 

--"-------
MINISTERIAL ROLL. 

D. E. Green ........ . . .......................... Ideai, Ga. 
B. F . Green .................................... Mauk, Ga. 
J. J . Jones ..... r .......... .. ............ ... .... Ideal, Ga. 
W. J . Lumpkin .................... . ....... _. . ~orwtph, Ga. 
E. C. Grimsley ........ ... ..................... Geneva, Ga. 
W . T. Lovick ................ . . Bibb City, 3236, Columbus, Ga. 
W. D. Gill .......... . ................... Junction City, Ga. 
W. H. Emmerson ........................ .. .... Butler, Ga. 
H . L. Lumpkin ....... . ...... .. ... . .. .. .. ... .. Norwich, Ga. 
J . M. Posey .................. . ................ Butler, Ga. 
A. J. Parker ..................... . ............ Rupert, Ga. 
S. N. Little ......... .. ................... .. . Ashburn, Ga. 
W . B. Posey .......... . .... . ................ Reynolds, Ga. 
J . V. Klosser .. .. .... .. ..................... Reynolds, Ga. 
C. H. Moore ....... . ....................... . Reynolds, Ga. 
J . R. Blair ............. ........ . ............. Reynolds, Ga. 
J . W . Cullver ... . .............•..... . ......... Norwich, Ga. 
J . L. Whitley .. .. ......................... . .. Norwich, Ga. 
I. F . Quinn .............. . ........... . ... .. Columbus, Ga. 
R. L . Burnett .. ~ . ........................ . ... Charing, Ga. 

· 0 . C. Br idges ................................ Ellaville, Ga. 
\ LICENTIATES. . 
J . M. Culpepper ...... . .... . ... . .... .. .......... . Ideal, Ga. 
W. R. Lawhorn ........................ · .... .. .. Butler, Ga. 
T. Grimsley ....................... . .. . .... . .... Mauk, Ga. 
D. G. Belknap . : .. . ............. . ........ Crumps Park, Ga. 

' . 
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\\'Hl" :\l\1 I .-\ l ijHEEWILL UAJ?TL"J'l'.·! 
Dear Bl'etbren: 1 . ~. 
I am impressed I Lr\lst by the spkit of the Lor.a ,to write you in 

the way of a circular le tter as to why I am a free'.r. .i.ll Baptist or 
why are we Fteowill Baptists? Now we have four words in the 
name of our denomination. First united of whicn every member 
of our denomination should love tbe word unlted we should re­
member that united we stand divided we fall we should 
be united with God in lo,·e an~ grace, in faith and in bear ~. and .m 
mind, we should unhe our s trength witb God, bc lug , unri:cd is a 
union and in un ion tbGrte is a gt·eat strengtiJ . ~o uretl.li en I do 
not feel like we are united as lambs ot God. Tb~e is dissension 
among us. We arc no t united a ll of one accord .:.., Lllc :::....ord's de­
ciples was ,on the day of Penticost when the Lord blessed them . 
They were all of one mind and one ,acco rd . They were-'uni •ed 
themselves and united with God the Father God and Son and Uod 
the Holy Ghost. So we should see at once tbat we should be 
united as the Lord's flock or as the L{)rd 's shet.>p. We a re taught 
that birds of the same feathers will flock toge ther a re united 
together. As we see the folws of the air, the beast.s of the forest, 
the gamblers, the drunkards all unite together, so God teaches 
us that we must unite together if we accompiish much good. 
United we must come out of the world and have no fellowship 
with the world as t:rue believers in the Lord J esus Christ. 

Now brethren, seeing we compassed ~bout ·so many witnesses, 
let us lay aside ev~ry sin, envy, strife, malice and prejudice. Le t 
us be united as children of God, and le t each ordained minister 
of our cause carry on' his work according as God has gifted him, 
as we are taught that God ~ gifted us according to our several 
ability. So dear brethren, if w.e the shepherds of the flock are not 
united in the name of the LOfd }low can we expect the flock to 
be united when we as shepheTds - ~r-e not of one accord so to be 
loyal Freewill Baptists we mu~t he uhiled in all good works and 
efforts to our cause such as home missions, sustaining of our 
preachers, building of churches allit of Sunday Schools and to 
every good work. So, dear bretht;en I love the word united. I 
honor the .word and I long to .see llll- the shephe'rds and the flock 
united in one accord. . · !~f' · · 1, · 

Why do I love the word free t:~~ .why w~r aU, love. the word 
free. First, I believ-~ that grace~ tree and tbit it comes not 
by the will of man nor of works, out"pit the ~ifCW lbe Father, for 
GoO. so loved the world that be " gave his ..SOD, that whosoever 
believed on Him should not pe.iish bui: bave eYetlasting life, so 
God will not to death of no m.an, but r.a.tber all' would come to 
repentence and live. I believe that Goa 'willed to save every 
man that will to be saved through ·the plan of. salvation, and that 
nis grace is free to the poor, the lame, Ute halt. the maimed; it's 
free to every one that will fear God and work righteousness; it is 
free to the Jew, Greek and to the Gentile. We find in Paul's 
writings that 1t is a faithful saying and worthy of all exceptions 
that Christ came into the world ,to save sinners of whom I am a 
chief. We are taught that Jesus tasted death tor every man. So, 
dear brethren, I beUev~ the S(Lving grace is in our midst. It is 
here for man to accept or reject, and if man is lost it w111 -be on 
account of his rejecting or refusing to accept Christ as his 
Saviour. So, my brethren, I love the name of United Freewill 
Baptist. First, we must be united with God; second, his grace is 

'\ 

I 

• 
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free to those that is united with him; third, be w1ll save all that 
will to unite with him, through grace, which is the channel 
whereby man can be sav&_d. The prodigal son was united wilh 
father as long as be remained in bis home or house, but be wlll to 
leave his father's bouse, and be bas his freedom of will to leave 
of which he did. So be will so to go back to his father's bouse 
of which his fa:hcr will meet him; he will to save him; he blessed 
hi:n with the robe of righteousness. So we see we must have a 
united freewill effort. with God, knowing and believing that il's 
God working us both :o do and to will of his good pleasure. ll's 
the father's pleasure to save. To him that cometh to me I wiJl 
In no "ise c~st him out. So brethren, I am a loyal Baptist. I 
believe in emersion as the,only true mode of bap ~lsm. We have 
one faith, one Lord and one baptism. I believe J esus was bap­
tized of· John in the river of Jordan, and at that time the Spirit 
descended upon him and John heard the voice of God saying, 
this is by beloved Son in whom I am well pleased, hear ye him. We 
see God is not well pleased with us until we have fulUlled all 
righteousness. So God is well pleased with us when we fulfill all 
righteousness. I believe that baptism Is essential unto salvation, 
but not alone, for it takes both baptisms to complete us in Christ 
J esus, and without we are not complete. As Noah and the eight 
15ouls were saved by water the like manner doetb now baptism 
save us. Not to putting away the filth of the flesh, but an answer 
pt a good conscience towards God. 

So, my brethren, I have tried in my weakness to show a few 
of my points why I am a United Freewill Baptist. I love the 
worthy name by which I am called. Why? Because I believe its 
name originated from the Bible. I love the denomination of the 
Freewill Baptist because its foundations are the foundation of God. 
I believe that God is with us this session in our eighty-third 
annual session of United Freewill Baptist Association, and I 
speak with boldness and in the fear of God, that there bas never 
been a division or a slab off in our denomination, but God bas 
blessed his ser van ts efforts and if I have been rightly informed) ? 7 the Qhatoochee United Freewill Bantist AssoclatJo~ Is the motlier • . 

\ ~ 
of fifty-six associations. 

Dea-r:- brethren and ministers of the gospel, let us not ceas.e to 
love our cause; our name is good; our doctrine is good; no other 
wlll excel ours. So, dear brethren, let me say in conclusion, 
let the shepherds of the flock and the flock be progressive by 
adding to their spiritual life every day, for God teaches us to 
first seek the Kingdom of God and all other things will be added 
to us, such as money, food and raiment. 

Dear brethren, consider the lilies of the fields, the fowls of the 
air, which sow not nor spend not. 

Lord bless our cause as seemeth good to Hlm. Amen. 
J . J . JONES. 

Ideal, Ga., _October 2, 1917. 

.. 
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIO.N . . ~,· 

· Preliminaries. When several believers wiSH ·to he organized 
into a· chllrch, they 1·eques1 a council from som~ s.ister church. 
This council or committee commonly called a1t~arm) examines 
into the Christian ·character, doctrine and felJowship of the 
applicants, and their ability to sustain a chure1t3. ~ If the exami-
nation is satisfactory, the organization proceed~- as follows : ·~ 

The Bible is presented as the only rule of~;faith and prac· I 
tice. A church covenant is read anrl adopt&L' A prayer of 
consecration is offered. The hand of fellowship is given. The ' church then proceeds to elect its officers, which are a clerk, 18. 
treasurer, a pastor, aud a board of di rectot:s, who ' constitute, 
with the pastor, a committee to promote order, ~ctivity, attend-
ance, and the means of grace, benevolence, and sufficient dis-
cipline it}- the 'church. Deacons should possess sound piety, 
good business capacity and large benevolence: They boW office 
at the ple"asure of the church. They assist in baptism and the 
Lord's Supper, have care of the poor, and 
meet:ngs in the absence of the pastor. 

conduct religious 

CONSTITUTION. 
Resolved, That we form an ~ssociation upon the principle~; 

laid down in the Holy Scriptures/ to-wit: A11sociations appear • 
from Scripture a~d ecclesiastical hiStory to have been originally 
forined, not from any positive injupction, either from Christ or 
H_is Apostles, but from mere expediency for the purpose of con-
centrating the efforts of individual"~chur.ehes ~and bringing them 
to bear with greater energy upon ' the subjects designed to be 
accomplished br those chp~hes. · They were also considered as 
advisory. council, and resorted to as such, but never claimed any 
right of lording it· over G1s he[ itage, nor was their advice 
considered binqing on the c ur~e~. · 11;1 a word, a.ssociations 
were wholly dependent on ehurches, and churches were not 
dependent upon associations; and' .~;~otwithstapding the power 
abrotlted to themselves by some,,modern Baptist associations, 
we view them as beihg nowbe~~dented by the primitive 

~ usages of any self-created bodies'l.~}\:· · ·~ . 
We, the s}elegates from our -ctive c:h.~hes, being au-

thorized by our chQr.ches, to ~~J> 'io~-~iJelves into an ~ association, ·to be kno,vn by tl{i'IJ ri'irJle a;f:. th.~~~hattaboocbee 
U~ited Free Will Baptist ~~spcjatl~ .. !-F.~~~~mise not. to 
wtthdraw ourselves from thts.~:assoeu~tiio~~ . t: first stating 
our reasons to the body for such intenc!~~.. ·uhJN.w.al. 

It is pt~op·osed by th~ ~s~iation, &st ·~·P.rozDo:te revivals of 
religion bf oamp and protracted meetings~· secondly; to take an 
active part in Home Missions. It is not.intended by this asso-
ciation to discuss queries: It is not th~ dem"gn of this associa-
tion to interfere in any way with the independence of churches 
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composing it. It was not intended to establish creeds, rules of 
discipline, or make any law whatever to bind the chur?hes, but 
to leave each church to regulate its own affairs . 

We, as an association, take the Old and New Testaments as 
our confession of faith, as relates to the independency. . 

We telieve that a dul~ organized church consists of a con· 
gregation of saints baptized upon a creditable profession ot 
faith in Christ. Christ is the only Christian lawgiver 11nd 
supreme head of the churches, and the word of God the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice.. Every man bas an inal· 
ier.al:le right to private judgment in concerns of religion, and 
an equal right to expreEs his opinion in any way which will not 
violate the laws of God or the rights of his fellow man. 

A church has a right to adopt such measures only as are in 
accordance with the Word of God, and such are deemed neces­
~ary to carry into effect the great system of practice. 

The church is the higheSt ecclesiastical tribunal on earth, 
from whose decision there is no appeal. 

No change, alteration or amendment shall be made to this 
constitution until such change, alteration or amencment shall 
have been presented to all the churches composing this asso­
clation, and when two-thirds of all the churches composing 
thls association shall have adopted or recommended in two 
of their regular conferences successively such cnange, altera­
tion or amendment, it shall then become a part and parcel of 
thls constitution. 

Read and adopted the above as the constitution of the Chat­
t~hoochee United Free Will Bapti$t Ass<•ciation. 

CHURCH DECORUM. 
1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last 

regular conference in the associational year; or, if they prefer, 
it may choose a pasto~· for an Jndefinite length of time to con­
tinue from year to year, so long as they may deem it proper to 
keep up the connection. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at 
any other time; but if the choice be made at a special confer­
ence, the time must. be appointed at a monthly meeting of the 
church. 

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but when 
he is absent or does not sit as moderator, some suitable brother 
shall be appointed to sit in his place. 

4. There shsll be two or more deacons in the church whose 
duty it shall be to superintend the collecnon and disbursement 
of the contributions made by the church for the pastor, etc., and 
to distribute the bread and wine in the administration of the 
Lord's Supper. , 

6. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse 
or neglect to partake of the Lord's Supper and endeavor to 
ascertain the cause, j hat the same may be laid before the church 
J.n conf.erence if necessary. 
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6. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk and it 
shall te his duty to do all the recording and other wl"iting 
pertaining to the business of the church, and tO preserve a file 
of ' the minutes of the association. " 

';. When a .new clerk is appointed, all the -booksr etc., be· 
longing to the clerk shall be immediately deliv.~red to him by 
his pr'edeceEsor. ' 

8. When i t l ccomes ne::essar) , a committee· 1:>( .not leEs that• 
th H :e male 1r.eml erE well acquainted with. busb:less, shall L.: 
appointed, who~~ duty it shall be to give advic'e P> brethren who 
a JJPl.~ to them relati've t9 ca~ es of dealirg, etc., · ~th the chur::h. 

9. The ·church shall hold a two da:ys meeti11g monttily, em­
l:racing Saturday and the Lord's Day fcdlo~1~g, the first of 
which shall be the regular time of confet·en~. :· 

10. It · shall l::e ·the duty of every member, male and female, 
to attend each" conference meeting if they can,-•for on that day 
the psetor is expected to inljtruct the chut·ch 1n-"'§~ir~tual manner 
l.,l giving plain and pointeti lessons on do.ctri:6~/ discipline and 
the rule of holy living. ·' '~~ 

11. Any male member who shall fail to attend three suc­
cessive conferences, and any member whate~~ll~ who may be 
generally remiss in attending tje meetings of~the church accord­
ing the co~~na.nt (Article 10) , shall be cited to: appear in con­
ference and answer for his neglect, but the church may exempt 
members from this rule if 'necessary. . • 

12. Conferences shall ,be opened and conducted as follows : 
1. Pra) er (unless divine service has just been , conducted and 
generally then) . 2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. a. Open 
the coor for the r eception of members. - 4. Call for absentees. 
5. For aCknowledgements. 6. For r~ferences · or deferred busi­
nees. 7. 'For matters of dealing which are in order to come 
befo1·e the church. 8. Miscellaneous business. 

13. Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister 
churches, shall te allowed to speak and make motions or 
~ econds, but riot allowed to vote. · 

14. Any orderly member of the Baptist · church who does 
not hold this church in membership, may be received into the 
church without a ' letter,' when it is made apparent that his 
Christian charac~r is unimpeachable, and t)lat he has applied 
for a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to join 
this or some sister church. All other members must join by 
letter or baptism. ; : . 

15. No member shalhPe received without the unanimous 
consent of the members ptesen~,-· but unreasonable objections 
shall not be valid, and unle~witbdrawn the member who makes 
them shall be liable to be tilin u~er dealing by the churcll. 

16. When the moder.ator .callS .for a~sentees, the clerk shall 
inform the church that me~ber.s have . bee~ absent for three 
succeesive conferences, and t\le ~erator ~ljall appoint some 
brother or br~thren to cite eacn ~~_em to ~e. next conference. 

17. No member shall be exPJ.~ unlese.: · ~e . ~as been cited 
. . . .:,. ~~ .'-1' ,..; .. 
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verbally or in writing, to attend his trial; provided h is resi­
dence te known to the church. 

lb. When a witneEs, not a mP.mber of the church, is intro­
duced, he shall not be examined till the question bas been .put 
to the church: "Will you hear the testimony of this witness?" 

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledge­
ment shall te minuted in the church took. 

20. Memters dismissed from the church by letter who be­
come disorder!~:• or cortinue to hold their letters without a good 
reason. shall ~ cited to the conference to answer fo r their 
conduct. 

21. Expelled members may te restored to fellowship on 
their petition if their walk s ince expulsion h~ convinced the 
church that th~y have sincerely repented of their former evil. 

22. A vote shall not be taken on any question without a 
move and a ~et~ond, and in all important questions the vote shall 
be takE-n by r ising on their feet. 

1 23. No other motion sb~ll be considered while a previous 
motion and second is before the conference. 

24. It shall be. con~ered disorderly for a member to absent 
himself from conference when an important question is to be 
decided; but a memter upon his request, may be excused by 
the church from voting on either side in peculiar cases. 

25. No member shall leave the house during conference 
without a sufficient cause nc r engage in conversation or whis­
pering without being subject to be called to order by the 
moderator. 

26. All discussions in conference must be conducted with 
calmnes$ and good feellng; those who speak must rise to their 
feet and address the moderator, and keep to t he point in debate. 

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same 
motion without permission from the moderator, nor shall the 
remarks of any one l:e unreasonably long. 

28. When the moderator speaks he must nominate some 
brother in his stP.ad. 

29. No one shall te interrupted while speaking unless it be 
necessary to call the speaker to order. 

30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the ad­
ministration of the Lord's Supper at least four times a year, 
and the expenses are to be paid by the church. 

31. Members not in good standing shall not commune, but 
the administration shall not be deferred on account of any 
ordinary matter of dealing. 

32. Feet washing shall be attended to as the church sees 
proper. 

33. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be ob­
cerved on proper occasions. • 

84. This decorum may be amended or altered by the vote 
of two-thirds of ·the members present at any two successive 
monthly meetings. 
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GOVERl'MENT AND ORDINANCES. 
L We celieve that a Gospel Church, or a church of Christ, 

is a col gregation of Christians constituted and governed ac­
coJ·dirrg to ti.e rules laid down in tbe New Testament. 

2. That those rules require churches to preserve the form of 
go\ernm· lit and the ordinances of the first. Christian churches 
and to l~ composed of baptized l:elievers in Ghrist. 

3. That the v_isiUe church as the aggrege.te or whole-num­
lcr of Gosp(j cl:u1ches, :;nd that tht inviritle church is com­
f.OSLQ of t l.e: red~em~:.<i 1:ow in 1-.ea\·eu, ar.d of ~uch Christia ns 
on ear th as are not atta~hed to the visible cpurch, according 
to the Gospel 1 ules. , 

4. That the establishment of a centr-ah:or catholic gov­
ernment over the visible church, or any part th~reof, is a devise 
of earthly a.mlition repugnant to the Word of , God, subservient 
t.o the churches and dangerous to the literty of; men. 

5. The Gospel churches are t he only ecclesiastical bodies or 
tribunals authorized by the Scriptures; that each church has 
the unrestricted right to administer its own governrn.ent without 
supervision or interferen.ce, being under Chri1!t essentially, inde­
pendent and absolute; and that if this r ight be surrendered to 
a soperintendir.g jurisdiction by delegation or otherwise, the 
assembly-ceaees to te a Gospel lcburch. _... 

6. That churches may nevertheless, we suppose, meet by 
delegates, form an association and declare the terms upon which 
they will keep up the correspondence; but that the rights and 
authority of churches being inalienable, or in no wise compro­
mised or hind~red by entering into an 355ociation, and therefore 
an asso::iation has no authority over churches or individuals, 
their only power teing to transact business which does not 
pertain to churches in their e~lesiastical capaci1 y; to promote 
n.utual it terrourse, and a concentration of voluntnry effort, and 
to give that advice to churches wh.ich might' with equal author­
ity be given by any individ_ual. 

7. That .,hP. Ruthority of the chur('bes is designed for the 
perpetuation of the t rue religipn of the GQspt>l, arid for the 
preservation oJ a trtie. and'orderly body of Chri'3tians on earth; 
that it is fully sufficient for ·the purpose in~JJded, but that it 
~oes not extend to' persons,.)roDertY or the consciences of men 
m any manner whatever. ~ / : · · . 

8- That the only requisites ' to church· membership are faith 
in Christ and obedience to the Gospel; that faith in Christ 
necJsarily exists in connection .,with the belief in the funda­
mental truths of Christianity, aiui_1that to _pre8eribe any other 
requisite' of such membership is :aa :assump~ ..D-f authority on 
the part of the church· and a 'de~re from ~~Gospel plan. 

9. That the officers of a ·c:JiUftb Rre. ~- and deacons; 
that the elders are also 'called .~ o(~; and all the 
eldel'!! are ~al in rank, thoDdl· tlleY,: ~ i*tcn:m different 
functions-BJnee some may be the bllh 1JP8 11'1 ~ra of particu-
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Jar churches, lvhile others may be simply elders, having no pas­
toral charge. 

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends 
to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he 
cannot perform any acts that belong to th~ authority of the 
church-such as the re:eption of mernl:ers into the church 
compact, or t he expuhion of offenders; tJ1at as a member of t he 
church, he is no more than any other meml:er, and if he is guilty 
of transgression he is lo be brought to trial before ~is brethren 
and com icted or acquitted in the same manner as if he w~s a 
private person; yet we think it prudent to caU in advisory help. 
especially if the minister is to l:e tried upon a S!harge of heresy. 

11. That Christian baptism is the immers ion of a believer 
in water, in the name of· the .Father, and of t he Son and ol the 
Holy Ghost. 

12. i 'hat the Lord's Supper and washing the saints' feet 
are ordinances to l:e obsened in the church until the Lord 
comes. 

13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their 
office by ordination, or the imposition of the hands of the 
presb}'tery and prayer, without which they are not authorized 
to administer the otdinances pertaining to their reS,lJ\!t!tive 
offices. 

14. No preacher shall be ordained unles11 called to take 
charge of a church as pastor, or for some other good and 
sufficient rehs"n . 

AUTICLIES OF F.\ITH AND DOCTRI~AL Vl E\\"::i 

L We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men 
divinely inspired and is a t reasure of heavenly instruction; that 
it has God for its author, salvation for its end, the truth v. ttbout 
any mixture of e'rror for its matter; that it reveals the J•rinci­
ples by which God will judge us, and therefore it shall 1-emain 
with ~s to the end of time the true center of Christian union 
and the supreme standard to which all human conduct and 
opinions conform.-Rev. 13 :14; John 5 :89. 

That there is one· true and living God, whose name is Jeho­
vah, the maker and ruler of heaven and earth, inexpressible 
glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, confidence and 
love, revealed in the personal distinction of Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and executing 
distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption. 
-Ex. 6 :S; Psa. 83:18. 

S. That man was created in a state of holiness under the 
law of his maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that 
holy and happy state, in consequence of which men are now 
ainners, not by constraint, but ~Y choice, being by nature utterl.v 
devoid of holiness required by the law of God, who1ly given to 
the gratification of the world, of Satan and their own sinful 
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pass.onf, ::nd therefore are under just condemnation to eternal 
ruin without defer.se or excpse.-Gen. 1:27, 2 ~7.- .3 :6, 19, 23. 

4. That the salvation o'f sinners is wholly ot grace, through 
t.he mccdjatoJ·i-r.1 office of the Son of God, who tOOk upon himself 
our nature, ~ et without sin, honored the law· qy; his own per­
sonal ol cdience, ar.d made atonement for em: by his death; 
leing riren from the dead. he is now enthroned in heaven, ar.d 
t:n"ting in his wonderful person t he tenderest sympathies with 
ui' it e peric: tion in every way qualified to be suitable, compa~­
sionale a;1d all sufJbent Savior.-Epu. 2 :5, 5 :8, RoiJl. 7:11. ' 

.:\. That the r.ospcl ble£sings which Christ in his fullness 
l c:;tows on sucn as l"elieve in him, is justification. That this 
ju.-ti licaliou con~ists in the pardon of sin and promise of eternal 
li f~. upon..principles oi righteousness; that it is bestowed not in 
cor.sideration of ~n)· thing we do, but £olely tnrough hit own 
'i~hteousness and atonement, and that it brings us into a state 
of most blesEEd peace and favor with God.- Rom. 8:30, Ezek. 
18:28; John 3:14, 16, Rom. 8 :1 7. . 

6. That the blessings of ealvation are made free to a ll by 
the Gospel; that. it is the immediate duty of all to receive them 
ry a cordial ar.d otedient faith and that nothing prevents the 
salvation of the gi:eatest sinner upon earth , but his own volun­
tary refu~ al to submit t.o the Lord Jesus Christ, which refusal 
will" subject him io an aggravated condemnation.-Mark 16:16, 
John 17 :20; lsa. 20. · 

· 7. That in oTder to be saved we must be regenerated, or 
oLedience to the GGspel; and that its evidence is found in the 
holy frui ts which we' bti1f~ forth to God.-Jobn 3:3-8, Matt. 
=l:S-10. 

8. That election is .the · ·acipus purpose of God, according 
to which ~.e regenerates, E&ncti1ies ana · eaves sinners, it being 
perfeztly consistent with the free agency of man, that it com­
prehends all means with tlie end; that it is a .glorious display 
of Gmt's goodnes~, being infinitelY ... wise, holy, unchangeable; 
born again; that regeneration comrt.s of givi~g a holy dispo­
sition to the mind and is atfecte4"' bi t a malll'lef ~ove our com­
prehension b~ the power of the IIOJ.J~~pirit, p~g voluntary 
that it utterly exclu9e& boasting' & P.i'omo .. b.Pillity, prayer, 
praise, trust in GOO ~nd aletiv~illiltation·{ot~M.ti· free mercy, 
that it encourages the use of ~ 1ii~the~~-degree; that 
it is the foundation of Christia!l ·auo.r&DCe, alia '11iat_ to ascertain 
it with ~gard to ourselves, demands · and deserves our utmost 
diligence. ' 1; • 

9. That the. preserving attachments of true believers to 
Christ is the grand mark which distinguiahes them from super­
ficial possessors; that a special Providence watches over their 
welfce, and that they are kept by the power 'of God through 
faith unto salvation.-Eph. 1 :1-2. • 
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10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule 
of his Government; that it is holy, just and good ? that the 
inability which the S::riptures ascrite to fallen man to fulfill 'it.~ 
precEpts, ari ses entirely from his love of sin; to deliver him 
througo a mediator to unfeigned obedience to the holy law, is 
one design of the GoSpel and of the means of 'grace conne~ted 
with the ertatlishment of the vi~ible church.- Matt. 5 ;13, Luke 
10:13-20, 14:17. 

11. Tl·.at the first day of the week is t he Lord 's day, or 
Christian Sattath; tr.at it should te kept sacred to religious 
purpo~es by atstaining from all secular labor and recreation; 
by the direct ol: serv~mce of all means of grace, both public and 
private, and preparation for that rest which remains for the 
children of Goci.-E:x. 19:8, Heb. 4:9, Thess. 1:7, Psa. 16:9. 

12. ·That civil government is of divine appointment for the 
interest and good order of human society, that magistrates are 
to be praj ed for confcientiously, honored and obeyed in all 
things not contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
the Lord of the consci~nce and Prince of the kings on earth.­
Ex. 23:7, Acts 23:5, T1m. 5:17. 

13. That there is a radical and essential difference between 
the righteous and the wicked; that such only as are justified by 
faith in the name of the Lord Jesus, and Hanctified by the 
Spirit of God are truly righteous in his esteern, while such as 
continue in impenitence and in unbelief, are in his sight wicked 
and under this curse, and this distinction holds good among men 
both in and after death.-Matt. 25:46; Mark 16:16. 

14. That the end of this world is approaching, when Christ 
will cies::end from heaven and raise the dead from their graves 
to final retribution; · that a l:olemn ~epa ration will then take 
place, the righteous teing adjudged to everlasting happiness, 
and the wicked to enaless punishment, and this judgment will 
fix forever the final state of ntan in heaven or hell, on principles 
of righteousness.-:-John 5:25, Matt. 25 :34:41:46. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE 

CHURCH [•$ C01JNTIES DELF.:GATES 

Beulah ' ........ Taylor ...... A. R. t,.awhorn, A. Lane ...... . . :··~ .- : . :· ... .' .... J . J .. ,Jones . . : .. . 7, .. 21 43 3.00 . . 3 
Llberly Chapel . Bibb. . . . . . . . lly Letter ............................ : . . . . W. C. Jones ... .... . 
New )>ros pect · .. 'raylor ...... A. D. Posey, Elbert Posey, W·. Bloodworcb . : . .. J . W.- CuUver . . . 2 .. 
Trinily .. : . .. . . Taylor ... .. . J. Watson .• B. F. Waller . . .. .' .. .. • ......... ~.~._E. C. Grimsley . . 3 .. 

25 ' 2.10 .. 1 2 3 4 
59 2.00 1 2 

N01·th Highland~; Muacogee ... W. G. Goodwin, R. G. Lovick, A. M. Daniel ..... W. •r. Lo~ick . . . 1 .. 
'fum~rt~ Chapa! Taylor ...... 'l'om Hogg, John Shillers, Grady R.og<:Jls ... :. ; . J . w: CuUver.. ... 18 .. 
Little Bethel , .. Macon ...... S. Q. Jones.L G;, D. Perry, J . M. Culpeppc_r ... ·~. A. J . Parker . . . . 8 .. 

3 
31 3.00 . . 4 
.. 1.50 6 1 2 

. '1 130 s.oo '. 4 
11 21 1 130 6.00 11 

New Life . . . . . . Marion . . . . . W. H. HarnrUon, A. L. Wall, D. Fos ter ... , ..... E. C. Grimsley . . . . . . 
Mt. Olive ...... 'l'aylor ..... J . S. Hinton, W. H. and G. B. Windham ..... ~. W \ H. Emmerson 4 1

1 
.. 

73 5.00 . . s 
Bethony ... . .. . Marion ..... W. F. Sanders, G. B. Barrett, W. P. 'Rainey ... , . R. L. ~urnett .. -:- 2 1 . . 4 
Spring Hill .... Marion ..... S. R. Lawhorn, H. H . Hamilton·, T. h". Hendrick L. J. Whitley .... 12 . . 

57 
47 

31 21 4ltn 

4.00 .. 2 
2.00 . : 1 
2.00 1 2 
5.00 .. 3 
2.56 .. 1 

New Prospect .. Turner ..... W .. J. Hurst, J . G. Wllbanks,·J-. H . Little ... -.. · .. W. H . Holmes ... 2 2 
Pleasant Hill .. Schley ...... J . W. Brewer, S. A. Cromer, B. C. Brew£•r .... 0. C. Bridges . . . 1 .. 
Friendship .. :· . . Sumter ..... Not Represen ted ................................... ....... . 
qorrinth ... : . .. Marion ..... .:'liot Represen lt~d ....... . ... -...... , . ,,, .................... 

1 
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