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MIN lUTES 
I 

The Eil!htv-fourth annual session of the Chattahoochee Uni~ 
c.cl l<'ree\\·iJl Baotis t Association convened with <Sorine llill church. 
Marion county, Ga.. commencinte on Thursrlav ni r:h t before thr· 
Firs t Sunday in October' 1919. The introductorv sermon was 
preached Friday at 11 o'clock a. m. bv Rev. W M Shear!v. 
After an intermission of one and one-half hours for refreshmP.nt~ 
t he bodv was called to order b,., the former Mode!·ator. Rev A .T 
Parker. Next invited visitin~r brethren to sP.ats with us in thP 
bcdv. '1 he next business in order was a call for Corresnondin:r 
l etters and received letters f~·om fourteen churches in the ass,,
lciation. On motion of. the body Revs. H. L. Lumpldn and D. E . · 
!C.reen were annointed to read 1tbe letters. whichdutv thev net·
il'(.ll med and the names of deleeates enrolled. The bodv was then 

· permanently orgaruzed by electjng Rev. A. J. Parker, Moaeratot· 
and Rev. W. D. Gill, Clerk. 

Next appointed the various Committees as follows : 
On Preaching-Bros. R. H. Hamilton, Walter Wall, R. C. 

King, J. W. Brewer and E. L. Canley. 
On State of the Churches and Character of the Ministery

G. D. Perry, A. H. Windham, G .. L. 0. Sheppard, W. T. Bryan an.J 
H. Moore. 

On Finance-H. L. Lumpkin. J . J. Jones, J. L. Whitley. 
On Sabbath Schools-D. E. Greene, J. V. Klosser, and W. J. 

Lumpkin. 
On Tcmperance-W. R. Lawhorn, W. M. Shearly, and E. ~. 

Grimsley. 
On motion the body adjoumed until Satu:·day mo1-ning ~t 

eight o'clock. 

Se<'ond Day's Session. 
Saturday mo:-ning at eight o'clock the body met accordin·~ to 

adjournment, singing and pray,er by Rev. J. J. Jones. r: Next called for Petitionary Letters and received one from\ * 
~e First Freewill Baptist Chur,ch of LaGrange, Troup ~ounty, Ga) 

Next called for Co!Tespondling Messengers and received Rev. 
W. H. Holmes and Bro. W. 0 . Langford from the Georgia Union 
association, and Sisters G. A. Jl"uller and Sarah Fomby from th<J 
Tennessee · River assodation. of Alabama. 
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REPORTS OF COl\UUTIEES. 
ON PREACHING-Friday at 3 P. m. Rev. R. L. Burnett to 

preach. Friday at 8 p. m. R~v. E. C. Grimsley to pi·each. Sat
urday at 10 a . m. Rev. D. E. Greene to preach. Saturday at 11 
a. m. Re\·. W. H. Holmes to preach, Rev. J. L. W~itley to follow. 
Saturday at 3 p. m. Rev. W. R. :Lawhorn to preach, Rev. W. T. 
Grimsley to follow. Satw·day at 8 p. m. Rev. J. J. Jones t o 
preach, Rev. J. V. Klosser to foloow. Sunday a t 10 a. m. Rev. 
W. H. Emerson to preach, Rev. H. L. Lumpkin to follow. Sun
day at 11 a . m. Rev. A. J. Parker to preach. 

ON SABBATH. SCHOOLS-We your conufuttce · find thn:. 
J:ome of the churches have good Sabbath schools and some nom 
W e would urge upon the pastors and deacons to work together 
with the. chu1·chcs for establishing of Sabbath schoob as a mca tts 
of hel(;ing to teach the ycung J:€!Oplc t he Yi tal t ruths of the 
Gol:ipel. 

REV .. J. V. KLOSSER. Chairman. 

ON TEMPEAUANCE-We y·our committee on Temperance 
rejoice to say '\Ve find all our preachers and members sober. Wr.: 
J'ccomtnend that they conti7,ue to be temperate in all things. 

REV. W. M. SREA~LY, Chairman. 

0:-J SATE OF TljE CHURCHES AND CHARACTER Ot' · 
THE 1\ilNISTERY- We your committee beg leave to submit tll l' 
following report : We find aJJ the churchefi and mimstery in gooti 
stantling. 

G. D. PERRY, Chairman. 

ON FINANCE-We your committee find paid ih from tht:: 
various churches $91.50; balance in the Treasury $28.50; totr..i 
$120.00. 

REV. H. L. LUMPKIN, Chai:'tl'lan. -MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS. 
Appointed Corresponding ME!SSengers to sister associations 

as follows: To Georgia Union, :Revs. A. J . Parker and J. J. 
Jones. To the Western· associati,on, Rev. E. C. Grimsley. To 
the Little River association, Rev. R. L. Burnett. To the Midway 
of Georgia, the Southeastern, thE! State Line and the Tennessee 
Uiver of Alabama ,by sending them minutes. By motion the body 
adjourned until ~ :30 P. m. 

. AFTERNOON SESSION. 
At 1 :30 P. m. the body met according to adjow"'lJllent singing

and prayer by Rev: E . C. Grimsley. Next agreed to pay th~ 
expenses of our correspoii'9ents, which was $18.35. 

Ordered that the Clerk have EiOO copies of the minutes printed 
and that hp be paid $16.00 t>r hi" services. ·By motion it was 
ag:·eed to have a form for writing ,association letters printed in , 

• 



\ . 

. Chatta~ooche~ Freewill Baptist Association 3 ~ 

the mmutes of this sessiOn. ( Next ag1·eed that this body me~~~ 
,·;it h the First United Free'"i ll Bapt ist church of LaGrangE:, 
Tr0up county, Ga., commencing· on Thursday night bcfote the 
Fil·st Sunday in October 1920.) The introductory sermon to b 
p1·cached Friday at 11 o'clock by Rev. J. J. Jones, Rev. W. n. 
La who: n alternate. Delegates going by railroad will be met a.-: 
trc rlerot at L:1Gr:-n;;e. Nc~~t a greed t.o have the proceedings of 
tl:e t:nicn Meeting printed in the minutes. Next agreed that 
RcY. H. L. Lumpkin w1ite the :r.cxt Ci rcd:1r l etter to th!::; l· od~·. 

By motion the body rcturnc::!d thanks to the chu ·ch and con: 
munity for their kindness and hospitality dUl'ing our stay with 
them. After singing and prayer by the Moderator the associa
tion adjourned to meet at time and place above mentioned. 

REV. A. J. PARKER, Moderator 
REV. W. D. GILL, Clerk. 

0 BITlJ ARIES. 

B:'otber R. W. Pastin departed this life Februaty 7th, ,1919. 
He was born May 21st, 1879. :He joined the church in 1906 at 
P rospect church, Turner county , Ga., and lived with that church 
until God called him hence. He~ leaves a wife ·and three children 
and many relatives and hosts of friends to mourn their loss. 
Slc>cp on. my Brother, till the !'esurrection morning. By hi•. 
rastor, REV. W. H. HOLMES. 

Departed this life June 4th , 1919 Brother J. M. Culpeppe; 
He was born August 29th, 1871, making his stay on earth forty 
years, one month and twenty-five days . He leaves a wife, fou :- • 
children, a father, two brothers, one sister and a host of friends 
to mourn theirloss. He was a. member of Pleasant IDU church 
until God called him to rest in IDs love. While Jimmie sleeps 
beneath the tomb death has lost its dreaded gloom. The God 
who worketh all thing best bas called his spi-:it home to rest. 

' REV. E. C. GRIMSLEY. 

Sister Arrie Foster, the lo,Ying comp::~nion cf Bro. A. D. 
Frstcr . was hom Jul y 27th ,18!10, a nd ~icd Novembe ·· 21, 1918. 
She was a member of New Li:fe church. She joined the chnrch 
P..t:)'ly in life and w2s cvet· 2t her J:Ost. She was a fond and lov
ing wife and mother, a bright. and happy Christian. Farewell 
denr sister till we meet again. 

REV. B. F. GREEN. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF UNION MEETINGS. 

The Cnion Meeting of th Second Distr ict met with New Life 
church, Marion county,Ga., commencing on F1iday night before 
the Third Sunday in July 1919. The introductory sermon was 
preached Saturday at 11 o'clocllc a. m. by Rev. E. C.' Grimsley. 
After one hour for refreshments the body was called to order by 
the former Moderator, Rev. E .. C. Grimsley. Next called _f&r 
Corresponding Letters and received letter from four churche~. 
By motion Bros. J . R. Blair and J . E. Lumpkin were appointed 
to read the letters. By motion of the body R~v. E. C. G1imsley 
was elected Moderator and Rev. B. F. Green, Clerk. Next ap· 
pointed the various committees.. Next called for Correspondence 
and received Rev. 'J. ~- Blair from the First District and Bro. W. 
T. Rustin· from the Georgia Union association. Next appointed 
Bro. E. L. Canley and Rev. W. T. G1·ims~e_y a~ Correspondents to 
to the F-irst District Union Meeting. By motion it was agreed 
that this body meet with Bethony church, Marion county, G9.., 
comltlencing on Friday ~ht btefore the Tli~·d Sunday in July 
1920, Rev. W. D. Gill to preaclh the intr.oduct.Qry sermon Satur
day at 11 a. m., Rev. W. T. Grimsley alternate. Delegates go
ing by railroad will be met at Juniper, Ga,, on Friday, 

REV. E. C. GRIMSLEY, Moderator 
B. F. GREEN, Cl~rk. 

' The First District Union ]lfeeting convened with Turner's 
Chapel church, Taylor county, •Ga., commencing on Friday night 
before the Fourth Sunday in ~fuly 1919. The introductory ser--mon was preached Saturday at 11 o'clock a. m. by ReV. W. R. .... 
Lawhorn. Next received Rev. W .• T. Grim8ley and _Bros. E. L. 
Canly and G. B. Bassett as Co,ri'espondents from the Second 

· Districts. Next agreed that this body meet with Mt. Olive 
church, Taylor county, Ga., commencing on Friday night before 
the Fourth Sunday in July 192~0, Rev. W. R. Lawhorn to preach 
the introductory sermon Saturday at 11 o'Clock a. m. Delegate~ 
wij1 be met at Reynol~, Ga. o1n Friday, 

REV. i. J.· JONES, Moderator. 
J. H. DPNLAP, Clerk. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

G. D. Perry, 1deal, Ga'S; AJJ!-.~ Lawhorn, Butler, Ga.; Jame:i 
Daniel, Mauk, Ga. 

\ 
i 
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CHURCHES CLERKS .AND POSTOFFICES 
T1~nit.y, Buford Watson, - -------------------- Chating, Ga 
Liberty Chapel, W. H. Bossman, ----------·----- ---- Macon, Ga 

-i>leasant Hill, 0 . H. Cromer, _______________ _:_ Ellaville, Ga 
New Prospect, A. B. Posey, ----·------------ Reynolds, Ga 
Little Bethel, J. M. Jones, -------------------------- Ideal, Ga 
New Prospect, G. C. King, --------------------- Sumner, Git. 
Beulah, A. R. Lawhorn, ------------------------ Butler, Ga 
Bethony, John G::imsley, _________ .:_ _____________ Geneva, G..t 
Tu1ner's Chapel, G. R. Rogers, ------------------- Butler, Ga 
Bethel, E . J. Wade, ------------------------ --- Wanvic~, G ;~ 
Mt. Olive, A. H. Windham, ------------------- R2ynolds, G:l 
New Life, Lee Daniel, --------------------------- Mauk, Ga 
Spring Hilll, W. C. Hand, ------------------------- Mauk, Ga 
ProvincP, J. M. Tomblin, ________________________ Columbus, Ga 
J'\orth Highh•nd~, Lucy Lovick , ------ ------------ Columbus, Ga 
Fliendship, J. R. Baty, -------------------~-·- Srrithv:Ile, Ga 
LaGrange, J. F. Kelley, ----------------------LaGrange, G3 

l\fiNISTERIA L ROLL. 
I 

Rev. W. M. Sherley, ----------------------------- Macon, Ga Rev. C. W. Hickerson, ___________ .:_ ________________ Macon, Ga 
Rev. D. E. G:-een, -------------------------:----- Jde2l, G'l 
Rev. J. J. Jones, ---==-=------------------------------ Ideal, Ga 
Rev. B. F. Gt·een, --------------------------------- Mauk, Ga 
Rev. W. J. Lumpkin, ------------------------------- Mauk, Ga 
R_ev. E. C. Grimsley, --------------------------- Mauk, G:.t 
Rev. W. T. Lovick, ----'------------------------- Reynolds, Ga 
Uev. W. D. Gill, - -------------------------- Junct ion City, Ga 
Itev. W. H. Emerson, ------- --- -------------------- Butler, Ga Rev. H. L. Lumpkin, _____ :.._ ______________________ Mauk, G!i 

Rev. A. J. Parker, ------------------------------ Ellaville, Ga 
Rev. S .. N. Little, ------------------------------ Ashburn, Ga 
Rev. W. B. Posey, -------------------------------- Butler, Ga 
Rev. J. V. Klosser, -------------------------- --- Reynolds, Ga 
Rev. J. L. Whitley, ----------------------------- M~uk, Ga 
Rev. A. L. Lane, ------------------------------ Channg, Ga 
Rev. J. H. QUinn, ----------------------------- Columbus, Ga 
Rev. R. L. ·Burnett, -----------------------'----- Sylvester, Ga 
Rev. 0. C. Bridges, ---------------------------- Ellaville, Ga 
Rev. W. R. Lawhorn, ---------------------------- Butler, Ga 
Rev. J. H. Burdeshaw, -------- 145 4th Ave. Phenix City, Ala 
Rev. W. T. Grimsley, - -------------------------- Mank, Ga 

LICENTIATES. 

D. G. Belknap, --------------------------- Crump's ·Park, Ga 
S. A. Cromer, --------------------------- Ellaville, Ga 
E. J. Wade, ·----------------------------------- Wa~ck, Ga 
G. A. Plymale, -----·-------- ------------------ Reynolds, Ga 
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CHuRCH ORGANIZATION. 

PrclimiJ:arie~ . '\'hen sevc:·al lelicvers wish t-o Le organized' 
into a church, they request a COl;Jncil frQm some sister church. 
This council or committee (commonly called an arm)" examines 
into the Christian character, doctrine and fellowship of the 
applicants, and their ability to sustain a church. · If the exami· 
nation is satisfactory, the organization proceeds as follows: 

The Bible is presented as the only rule of faith and prac
tice. A church covenant is read anrl adopted. A prayer of 
tonsecration is offered. The hand of fellowship is given. The 
c-h urch then p1·ocecds to elect its ofTicers, which are a clerk, a " 
treasurer, a pastor, and a Loard of directors, who constitute, 
with the pastor, a commi ttee to pron1ote order, activity, attend
ance, and the means of gracq, benevolence, and sufficient dis
cipline in the church. Deacons should possess sound piety, 
good buEines~ capacity and large benevolence. They hold office 
at the plea~uJ e· of .the chul'Ch. They assist in baptism and the 
Lord 's Supper, have <;arc of tlw poor, and conduct religious 
111eet: DJ!'S i'll t hf• ab!'<'nce of the pastOl·. 

CO STITUTION. 
: f 

Resolved, That ·we form an association ,upon the principles 
laid dow11 in the Holy Scriptures, to-wit: A§s.ociations appear 
ft·om Scripture and ecclesiastical history to naye been originally 
formed, not from any positive injunction; either from Christ or 
His Apostles, but from mere expedienc)i for the purpose of con
centrating tte efforts of iudiyidual churches' and bringing them 
lo bear with gt·eatet· enei·gy upon the s.ubjects design~d to ~e 
accomplished b~· those churches. They were ~so cdnsidered c~.s 
advisory council, anrl· res01'ted to as such, but never claimed any 
l'ight. of lording it o,•er God 's heritage, nor was their advice 
~..onsidered binding on the churches. In a ·wot·d, associations 
were wtlolly dependent on churches, ~nd churches were not 
dependent upon associations, and . notwithstanding the power 
abrogated to themselves by some modern Baptist associations, 
we view them as being nowh'irre· precedented by the primitive 
usages of any self-Created bodies. · 

We, the delegates from our respective churches, being au
thorized by our churches, to agree to form ourselves into an 
association, .to be known by the namu of .. the Chattahoochee 
l:nited Free Wilf Baptist As!>ociation. and we promise not to 
withdraw ourseltes from this association without first stating 
our 1·easons to the bQdy for such intended withdrawal. 
· It is proposed b~· the association, first to promote revivals of 
religion by c:.an1p ar:td protracted. meetings. Secondly, .to take an 
acti~e part in •. Home.· Mis~ns. It js not intended by this asso
ciation to di~euss queries. It is not the design of this associa
tion to ' interfe1:e in any ii.Va~ wi~h the_ ind~pendence , of churches 

';/ 
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composing it. It was not intended to establish creeds, rules of 
di rcipline, or make any law whatever to bind the churches, but 
to leave each church to regulate its own affairs. 

We, as an association, take the Old a nd New Testaments as 
our confession of faith. as relates to the independency. 

We believe that a duly organized church consists of a con. 
g-regation of saints baptized upon a creditable profession ot 
faith in Christ. Christ i s the only Christian lawgiver and 
supren:e head of the churches, and the word of God the only 
infallible rule of faith and pr:tctice. Every man has an inal
ienable righ t to private judgrr.ent in conct!rns of religion, and 
an equal right to express his opinion in any way which will not 
violate the laws of God or the rights of his fellow man. 

A church has a right to adopt such measures only as are in 
accordance with the Word of God, and such are deemed neces
~ary to carry into effect the g-reat system of pract ice. 

The church is the highest ecclesiastical tribunal on earth , 
from whose decision there is no appeaL 

No change, alteration or amendment ~all be made to this 
~on stitution until such change, alteration or amencment shall 
have been presented to all the churches composing this asso· 
ciation, and when two-thirds of a ll the churches composing 
this association shall have adopted or recomlfended in two 
of their regular conferences succes~ively such cnange, altera
tion or amendment, it shall then become a part and parcal of 
this constitution. 

Read and adopted the above as the constitution of the Chat
tnhoochec United Free WiJJ Baptist AssCiciation. 

CHURCH DECORUI\1. 

1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last. 
regular conference in the a ssociational year; or, if they prefer, 
it may choose a p'Astor for an indefinite length of time to con
tinue from year to year, so long as they m&y deem it proper to 
keep up the connection. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at 
any oth' r time; but if the choice be IJlade at a special confer· 
ence, t he time must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the 
church. 

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but when . 
he is absent or does not sit as moderator, some suitable brother 
shaH be anpointcd to sit in his place. 

4. There shgll te two or more deacons in the church whose 
duty it shall be to superi ntend the collection and disbursement 
of the contributions rn:1de by the ~burch for the pastor, etc., and 
to distribute the bread ar.d wine in the administration of the 
Lord's Supper. 

5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse 
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or neglect to partake of the Lord's Supper a nd endeavor to 
ascertain the cause, that the same may be laid before the church 
in conference if necessary. 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk and it 
shaH be his duty to do all the recording and otber writing 
pertaining to the business of the church, and to preserve a file 
of the minutes of the .association. 

7. When a new clerk is appointed, all the books, etc., be
longing to the clerk shaH be immediately delivered to him by 
his predecessor. ~ 

8. When it becomes necessarv, a committee of not Jess than 
three male members well acquainted with business, shall l.: 
appointed, whos~ duty it sllall be to give advice to brethren who 
apply to them relative to cases of dealing, etc.,{ with the church. 

9. The church' shall hold a two days meeting monthly, em
bracing Saturday and the Lord's Day foUowi]lg, the first of 
which shall be the regular t ime of conference. 

10. It shall be the duty of every member, male and female, 
to attend each conference meeting if they can, for on that day 
the pastor is expected to instruct the church in spiritual manner 
by giving plain and pointed lessons on doch·ine, discipline and 
the rule of holy Jiving. , ' 

11. Any male member who shall fail to attend three suc
cessive con!er.ences, and any meml::er whatever who may be 
ge.nerally.. remiss in attending the meetings of the church accord
ing the' co~t:nant (Article 10) , shall be cited to appea-r in con
ference and answer for his neglect, but the church may exempt 
members from this rule if necessary. 

12. Conferences shall be opened and conducted as follows: 
1. Prayer (unless divine sen-ice· has just been conducted and 
generally then). 2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. 3. Open 
the door for the reception of members. 4. Call for absentees. 
5. For acknowleqgements. 6. For references or deferred busi
nc~s. 7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come 
before the church. 8. Miscellaneous business. 
· 13. Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister 

churches, shall' be allowed to speak a nd make motions or 
seconds, but not al1owed to- vote. 

14. Any orderly meb\ber or the Baptist church who does 
not hQld this church in membership, may be received into the 
church without a letter, ~bell; it. is made ·apparent that his 
Christian character is uniinpeac;iiablE!, and that be bas applied 
for a letter and could not obtain 'it because be desired to join 
this or some sister church.· All other member,s must join by 
lett& or baptism. 

15. No . member shall be ~~ved witl)out the unanimous 
consent of the members presJ!nf, .. but unEeasonable objections 
shall not be valid~ and unless withffilawn the_tnember who makes 
them shall 'be liabl.e to be tak@ ~&er deali,~ b~ the church. 

16. When the moderator ~~ -~r able.&~/the clerk shall 
inform the church that members have~beeil absent for three 
successive conferences, and the moclefaU,r lhAn appoint some 
brother or brethren to cite each of ihem tel the next conference. 

17. No member shall be expelled unl~sa he has been cited 

I 
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verbally or in writing, to attend his trial; provided his resi
dence be known to the churrh. 

lb. When a witness, not a member o'f the church, is intro
duced, he shall not be examined till the question has been put 
to the church: uwm you hear the testimony of this witness?" 

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledge
ment shall be minuted in thE> church book. 

· 20. Members dismissed. from the chprcf by letter who be
come disorderly, or continue to hold their letters without a good 
reason. shall be cited to the conference to answer for their 
conduct. 

21. Expelled members may be restored to /enowshi'p vn 
their petition if their walk since expulsion has convinced the 
church that they have sincerely repented of t\leir former evil. 

22. A vote shan not be taken on any question without a 
move and a second, and in all important questions the vote shall 
be takt-n by rising on their feet. 

23. No other motion shPll be considered while a previous 
motion and second is before the conference. 

24. It shall be considered disorderly for a member to absent 
himself from conference when an important question is to be 
decided; but a meml:er upon his request, may be excused by . 
the church from voting on either side in peculiar cases. 

25. No member shall leave the bouse during conference 
without a sufficient cause ncr engar conversation or whis
pering without being subject to called to order by the 
moderator1 

26. All discussions in conference must be conducted with 
calmness and good feeling; those who spe.ak must rise to their 
feet and address the moderator, and keep to the point in debate. 

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same 
motion without permission from the moderator, nor shall the 
remarks of any one Le unreasonably long. · 

28. When the moderator speaks he must nominate some 
brother in his stead. 

29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it be 
necessary to call the speaker to order. 

30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the ad
ministratiop of the Lord's Supper at least four times a year, 
and the expenses are· to be• paid by the church. 

31. Members not in good standing shall not commune, but 
the administration shall not be deferred on account of any 
o1·dinary matter of dealing. . 

32. Feet washing shall be attended to as the church sees 
p100per. 

83. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be ob-
oerved on proper occasions. 

34. This decorum may be amended or altered Ly the V?te 
of two-thirds of the members present at any two succesSlve 
monthly meetings. 

l 
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GOVERNME NT AND ORDINANCES. 
/ 

1. We believe that a Gospel Church, or a church of Christ, 
is a congregation of Christians constituted and governed ac
cording to the 1·ules laid down in the New Testament. 

2. That t hose rules require churches to preserve the form of , 
governmo.nt and the ordinances of the first Christian churches 
and to be composed of baptized believers in Christ. 

3. That tne visible church as the aggregate or whole-num
ber of Gospel chui·ches, and that the invisible church is com
posed of tht redeen1cd now in heaven, and of such Christians 
on earth as are not attached to the visible church, according 
to the Gospel. ·rules. 

4. • That the establishment of a central or catholic gov
ernment over the visibJe church, or any part thereOf, is a devise 
of ea1 thly amtition )'(#pugnant to the Worq of God, subservient 
to the churches and dange1·ous to the liberty of men. 

5. The Gospel churches are the only ecc)esiastical bodies o:
tribunals authorized by the Scriptures; that each church has 
the unrestricted i·ight to administer its own government without 
supenision or interference, l::eing ullder Christ essentially, inde
pendent and absolute; and that if this right be surr~ndered to 
a &uperintending jurisdiction by delegauon or otherwise, the 
assembly ceaEes to l::e, a Gospel church. ' 

6. That churches may nevertheless, we suppose, meet by 
. oelegates, form an association and declare the terms upon which 
they will k'eep up the correspondence; but that the rights and 
auth$i·ity of churches being inalienable, or in no wise compro
mised or hindered by entering into an sss9Ciation, and therefore 
an association hss no autl1ority over churches or individuals, 
their only power teing to transact business wbich does not 
pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical capaci1 y ; to promote 
mutual intercourse, and a concentration of voluntnry effort, and 
to give that advice to churches which might with equal author
ity be given by any individual. 

7. That t.bP. Ruthority of the churC'hes is designed for the 
perpetuation · of the true religion of the Gospt>l, and for the 
preservation of a true and orderly ·body of Chri '3tians on earth; 

·· that it is fully sufficient for tbe purpo&e intel'lded, but that it 
does not e)(tend: to persons, property or the consciences of men 
in any manner w.hate'"'-r. . \ 

8. That the only requisites .to church membership are faith 
in Christ a.nd . obedienct to the Gospel; that faith in Christ 
necessarily exists in colineetjAn with the belief in the funda· 
mental truths of Chris~ani~, and tbat to prescribe a.ny other 
requi~i te of such membeiship is an J\ssumption of authority on 
~ part of the chul'ch and a depa1·ture frqm lhe Gospel plan. 

9. That the officers of ~-church ftre · ~lders and deacons; 
that . the elders are also cal.led' bishops or pastors; and all the 
e~ders are equal in rank, ~Jign they m.; ,iperform different 
function~ainee some may he',~e· biRhop'( or~pastors of particu-

... ·:- ,_ ~ !"'-;' 
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lar churches, while others may be simply elders, having no pas-
toral charge. · 

10. That the autr.ority of a minister of the Gospel extends 
to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he 
cannot pel'fot·m any acts that belong to the authority of tht• 
church-such 3S the reception of members into the <.'burch 
compact, or the expulsion of offenders; that as a member of the 
church. he is no more than any other member. and if he is guilty 
of transgression he is to be b'rought to trial before his brethren 
and convicted or acquitted in the same mal}ller as if he was a 
pdvate p<n·son; yet we think it prudent to call in advisory help. 
especially if the minister is to be tried upon a charge of heresy. 

11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer 
in water, in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost. f 

12. !'hat the Lord 's Supper and washing the saints' feet 
are ordinan~es to l1e oh~erved in the church untiJ the Lord 
comes. 

13. That elders and deacons >nust be l"et apart to their 
nffi:-E' b~r ord i_nation. or the imposition of the hands of the 
presbyten' and prayer. without which they are not authorized 
to administer the ordinances pertaining to their restJl!\!tive 
offices. 

14. No p1·eacher shall be ordained unless l'alled to take 
charge of a church as pastor, or for some other good and 
sufficient reason. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH AND DOCTRINAL VIEWS 

1. we' believe that the Hol~r Bible was written by men 
divinely inspireQ. and is a treasure of heavenly instruction; that 
it has God for its author, salvation for its end, the truth \\lthout 
any mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals the J•rinci
ples by which God will judge us, and therefore it shall remain 
with ~s to the end of time the true center of Christian union 
and the supreme standard to which all human conduct and 
opinions conform.-Rev. 13:14; John 5:39. 

That there is one true and living God, whose nam~ is Jeho
vah, the maker and ruler of heaven and earth, inexpressible 
glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, confidence and 
love, revealed in the personal distinction of Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, equal ·in every divine perfection, and executing 
distinct 1-ut harmonious offi~es in the great work of redemption. 
-Ex. 6:3; P sa. 33:18. 

3. That man was creat !d in a state of holiness under the 
law of his maker, but b~· vo' untary transgression fell from that 
holy and happy state, in conEequence of which men are now 
c:inners, not by constraint, but by choic~, being by nature utterlv 
devoid of holiness required by the law of God, wholly given to 
the gratification o! the world, of Satan and their own sinful 

• 
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passions, and therefore are under just condemnation to eternal 
ruin without defense or excuse.-Gen. 1:27, 2:7, 3 :6, 19, 23. 

4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, throu~ 
the mecliatorial office of the Son of God, who took l)pon himself 
our nature, yet without sin, h{)nored the law by his own per
sonal obedience, and made atonement for sin by his death; 
being ri~ from the dead, he is now enthroned in heaven, and 
uniting in his wonderful person the tender~st sympathies with 
divine -perfection in every way qualified to be suitable, compas:
sionate and all suffi::ient Savior.-Epn. 2:5, 5:8, Rom. 7:11. 

!l. 'Phat the C";ospel blessing·s whi<'h Christ in his fullness 
oe::;tows on such as believe in him, is JUstification. That thi5 
justification consists in the pardon of sin and promise of eternal 
life, upon prjnciple5 of righteousness ; that it is bestowed not in 
consideration of An~ tning we do, but solely through his OJWn 
riJrhteousness and atonerpcnt, and that it brings us into a state 
of most bles£E:d peace ahd favor with God.-LRom. 8 :30, Ezek. 
J8:28; John 3:14', 16, Rom. 8:17. 

6. That the blessings ,of salvation are made free to all by 
the Gospel; that. it is the immediate duty of all to receive them 
ty a cordial ar.d obedient faith and ttat nothing prevents the 
salvation of the g1·eatest sinner upon earth, but his own volun· 
tary refusal to sucmit t.o the Lord Jesus Christ, which ref.usal 
will subject him to an aggravated condemnation . ...::.....Mink 16 :lG, 
John 17:20; I sa. 20. · 

7. That _in order to be saved we must be regenerated, or 
obedie~e to the Gospel; and that its evidence is found in the 
holv fruits which \ve bring forth to God.--J ohn 3 :a-::8, Matt. 
~ :8·10.' 

8. That election is the gracious purpose of God, according 
to which he regenerates, sanctiijes and saves sinners, it being 
perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, that it com· 
prebends all means with the end; that it is a glodous display 
of God's goodnesl', being infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable; 
born again; that regeneration consists of giving a holy dispo· 
sition to the mind and is affected in a manner above our com· 
prehension by the power of the Holy Spirit, producing voluntary 

. that it utterly excludes boasting and promotes humility, prayer, 
praise, trust in God and active· imitation of his free mercy, 
that it encourages the \\{e of means 'in the highest degree; that 
it is the foundation of €b1sistian aSsurance, and that to ascertain 
it with regard to ourselveJ!, demands and deserves our utmost 
diligence. · "\ , '). · • 

. 9. That the preservi11g ..attachments of true believers to 
Christ is the grand mark which c;listinguisbes them from super· 
ficial po~sessors; 'that a special Providence watches over their 
welfa!·e, aJ1d that they are kept"by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation.-Eph. 1.:1.:.2;-: • . 
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10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule 
of his Go,·ernment; that it is holy, just and good; that the 
inability which the St!riptures as~·il::e to fallen man to fulfill its 
precepts, arises entirely from his love of sin; to deliver him 
through a mediator to unfeigned obedience to the holy law, is 
one design of the Gospel ar.d of the means of grace connected 
with the establishment of the visible church.-Matt. 5:13, Luke 
10:13-20, 14:17. 

11. That the first day of the week is the Lord's day, or 
Christian Sabbath; that it should be kept sacred to religious 
purposes by abstaining from all secular l~or and recreation; 
by the direct observance of all ~eans of grace, both public and 
private, and preparation for that rest which remains for the 
children of God.-Ex. 19:8, Heb. 4:9, Th('.ss. 1:7, Psa. 16:9. 

12. That civil government is of divine appoin~ment for the 
interest and good order of human society, that magistratl!s are 
to be prayed for conEcientiously, honored and obeyed in all 
things not contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
the Lord of the conscience and Prince of the kings· on earth.
Ex. 23:7, Acts 23':5;Tim. 5:17. 

13. That there is a radical and essential di1fcrence between 
the righteous and the wicked; that such only aa are justified by 
faith in the name of the Lord Jesus, and mmctified by the 
Spirit of God are truly righteous in his esteem, while such as 
continue in impenitence and in unbe1ief, are in his sight wicked 
and under this curse, and this distinction holds good among men 
both in and after death.-Matt. 25:46; Mark 16:16. 

14. That the end of this world is approaching, when Christ 
will 'descend from h~aven and raise the dead from their graves 
to final retribution; that a solemn sepal'ation will then take 
place, the righteous being adjudged to everlasting happiness, 
and the wicked to endless punishment, and this judgment will 
fix forevev the· final state of man in heaven or bell, on principles 
of ri2'hteousness.-John 5:25, Matt. 25:34:.41:46. 
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CHURCH LETTER. 
From _______________ Church_________________ Ccunty, / G ·.1. 

To the members and messengers composing the Chattahoochee 
United Free Will Baptist Association to convene with ___________ _ 
Church -----------------County, 

We have called Bro. --------------.:.-fo: our pastor for thE' 
ensuing year. Spiritual condition of the chm:ch--------------··-
Time of meeting• ________________ Sunday, Served by Rev. _____ _ 

We send as representatives ------------------· Received by 
letter ________ . ___ ; received · by profession of faith ____________ ; 
"!:eceived by experience ________ ; number expelled ______________ ; 
dismissed by lctteL-----=---; paid for npnutes ______________ ; 
paid for correspondence ________ ; paid f-or building and repairing 
churches1"--~------i ordltined ministcrs __ . ___ t __ ._; P. Q---------i 
total membership· of church_ _____ ; number who have died ______ _ 
day of _____________ _ 

This done by order of the church in cofrfercnce this -------
__________________ Moderator, P. 0. -----------
____________________ Church Clerk, P. 0. ------------

L . 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
s. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

' 

\ ... -
ORDER OF BUSINESS OF UNION MEETINGS. 

The body ~alled to order by the Moderator if be is present, 
if not the body may select.some suitable member to act 
as M;oderatot, pro tern~ 

Election of ~oderator a~d Clerk. 
Invite visiting bretpren to ,seats. 
Appointment of coniJllittees. 
Call for · correspond.t. 1 1 . _ 

Appointment of corr~~e.nts. 
Appoin :. tiine and pltt"Ce of ho!dihg next session. 
Call for reports of comQuttees~ 
Call for misc~llane.ous buibiess. · • • • <. 
Gall for reading and ti:ug minutes: 

~ ... ., 
Adjo.u·rnment. . ..._; 

\ 
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STATISTICAL TABLE £~· -g § 
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ca. URCHES Icc UNTIEs DELEGAT. ES . /PASTORS / i] ·~ -~ ] ~ .~ ~ 
ll=lA~O~~ ~ ~ 

T;inity - -------· T~~ lor ____ B F Walle •. C. R Gassett, D Ray --- --··------- ·
1
E C Grimsley ___ , ------ __ -- ~32 $5.0014 

L1berty Chapel J. B1bb - - - --- W M SherlE:y - - - ------------ ------- -------- W C Jones -----1-- --------40 3.0011 2 3 4 Pleasant H _____ tschley ____ 0 H Cromer, J W Brewer ____________________ E C Grimsley ___ -- 1 - - -- __ 28 3.0012 
New Prospect __ _l'{'nylo~ ____ Alton Coulter __ ---------- - - ---------- - ---- - A L Lane ------ - - - - ____ __ 50 6.0012 
New Prospect __ JTurner ---· G L 0 Sheppa:d, G C King, J M Tay.lor _______ . W H Holmes __ _ 2 2 -- --1 4 118I10.COI 3 
Beulah _________ ITaylor ____ A R Lawhorn, R P Benford-- - - - --- ---- --- ---· J J Jones_______ 2 ____ -~ ~-- 37 3.0013 
Providence _____ .IMuscogee -· W A Parker, W T McBride ___________________ . J L Whitley - --· - - __ __ 5 __ 83 3.9014 
Bethany _______ JMa!'ion ___ A Golden, E L Cnnly, W P Rainy, G W Bassett_ E C Grimsley -· 1 __ __ __ __ 56 5.50/3 
Turner's C.------jTaylor ---- Homer Moore __ _: _____ ---------------------- W R Lawho . n - · 21 2 __ 1 11125 6.00 4 
BetheL __________ Wm1.h ---- E J Wade --- - ------------- ---------------- - R L BUJ~~tt ___ 8 ______ --1 29 3.0011 
Little BetheL ___ Macon - --- T V Simmons, J .1\1 Jones G D Peny G W PooL A J Parker ----· 71 2 --1- - 1011712.0011 
Mt. Olive ________ Taylor ---- A ,H Windham, Wm. Scrimshire __ _____________ , A J Parke1· ___ 1~ 1 1 1 51 2, __ ,110,10.0014 
Ne'! Life. ------ Mar!on ---· Wm. Hamilton, J M Daniel, A 1:- WalL ________ J L Whitley ____ 

1 
8 2 21 2 __ 80 5.0013 

Sprtng HilL _____ Manon ---· W T Bryan, W Wall, R H Hamtlton--. --.-- · "'k J Parker _____ --l--~--l--1-- 511 5.0012 
LaGrang~ ------ Trour--·---· W W Brooks, J H Bartlett_ _________________ _ . H L Lumpkin --1--!-- --1-- --1 30110.0013 
North Htghlands Muscogce - Not rep:·esented --- ----------- ------------
Friendship -----·Sumter ___ Not rep:-esented ---------- ---- ------------
Corinth -------- Marion - --· Not rcp: esented - ----------------- --------
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