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MINUTES 
The Eighty-fifth annual session of the Chattahoochee: United 

Freewill Baptist Association convened with Turners Chapel 
Church, Taylor County, Ga., commencing on Thursday n:ight be­
fore the first Sunday in October 1920. The introductory sermon 
was preached Friday aL11o'clock by Rev. J.J..Jenes affe1r an in­
termission of one and 1h hoursfor refreshments. The brcdy was 
called to order by former Moderator, Rev. A. J. Parker. Next in­
·vited visiting bretheren to seats with us in the body. NE!Xt busi­
ness in order was a call for corresponding letters and received 
letters from fourteen churches in the association. On motic•n of the 
body Bros. G. D. Perry and H. L. Lumpkin were appointed! to read 
the letters, whichduty they performed and the names of dlelegates 
enrolled. 'The body was"then permanently organiz~d by electing 
Rev. A J Parker Moderator, and Rev W D Gill, Clerk. 

Next appointed the various committees as follows: 
On preaching-Bros. E J Wainwright, A A Windham, J B 

Amerson, J. W. Brewer and A. B. Posey. 
On State of Churches and characterof the ministry-R. N 

Mcinvale, W M Melton. J H Dunlap Buford Watson, A L Corley 
and A. R. Lawhom. 

On Finance-J J Jones, H L Lumpkin, W R Lawhorn and 
W. M. Shearley. 
On Sabbath Schools-W J Lumpkin, E C Grimsley, W IJ; Posey, 
W T Grimsley, G D Perry, W E James T V Simmons a1nd G B 
Windham. 

On Tempera.nce-J . J Little, C R Gassett, G M Bry.an. T F 
Hendricks, Sam Daniel,W Bloodworth, A D Foster Sam Parker, • and G. A. Plymale. 

Next called for petitionary letters and received one from Phe­
nix City church, Lee county Ala., Next calJed for corre:sponding 
messengers and received Rev. J. G. Harri.s from the Midway and 
Rev. W. H. Holmes from the Georgia Union and Rev. B. 0. Brown 
from the Little River association. 

On moti9n . the body adjourned until Saturday morning at 
eight o'clock. 
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SECOND DAY'S SESSION. 
Saturday morning at eight o'clock the body metaccording to 

adjournment. Singing, and prayer by Rev B 0 Brown. 
Next received Rev. S. M. Boseman as a correspondent from 

the Little River Association. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
ON PREACIDNG 

Friday at 7 :30 p m Rev E. C. Grimsley to 
preach. W P Posey to follow.-Saturday at 9 :00 o'clock S MBose 
man to preach. G A Plymale to follow-Saturday at. 11 :00 o'clock 
Rev W H Homer to preach.-Saturday at 7:30 p m J G.Harris to 
preach, W. J. Lumpkin to follow. Sunday at 9:00 o'clock B. 0. 
Brown to preach. Sunday 11 o'clock Rev., A. J . . Parker to preach. 

J . W. BREWER, Chairman 

ON SABBATH SCHOOLS-We your committee make the fol 
lowing report: We find only five Sabbath Schools in the associa­
tion and recommend that each church organize aschool and that 
~h preache¥ and deacon put forth their best efforts in Sunday 
school work. 

REV. E. c. Grimr ley, Chairman. 

ON TEMPERANCE 
We your committee make the following report: We recommend 

that all church members in this association be temperate in all 
things because it is necessary for the advancement of the cause 
of Christ. SAM PARKER, Chairman. . 

ON FINANCE ' 
We your committee find paid in for minutes 

$46.50. Paid in for correspondence $37.45. We find in the hands 
of the T reasurer $47.00. Total on hand $130.95. -

H L LUMPKIN, Chairman 

ON STATE OF THE CHURCHES AND CHARACTER OFJ 

~ der and recommend that this body return their letter and funds 

(

TH.E MINISTERS-We find that LaGrange chur.ch is out of or-

and that they be dropped f:rom the Minutesof the association 
until they get iii the right attitude. We find. all other · church-

' 

es in good standing. We the committee f ind that Rev. W. er\ 
.son is not do' his _in regard to supporting his matb~J* 
recommend that his ebureb take this matter up. We find that 
the rest of the mii$te~ iJi good standing. · 

_· .R. N. MciNVALE, Chairman 
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MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS. 
Appointed corresponding messengers to sister associations as 

...iollo\\s: 'lo Mid\\ay Rev G. A Plymale, To the Georgia Union, 
Revs H L Lumpkin, and A J Parker, To the Little River, Revs 
W R Lawhorn, A J Parker, To South Georgia, Revs A J Parker 
the M&tin brothers,J H. Little, S N Little, The Ochlochnee Rev 
W. B. Posey, To South Eastern the .State Line and the Tennessee 
River of Ala., by sending Minutes.By motion the body adjourned 
until 2:00 o'clock p. m. ... 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 
At two o'clock p m the body met according to adjournment, 

singing, and prayerby Rev. H L. ~umpkin. Next agreed that 
this bcdy tr.eet with Little Bethel church, MB&On county, Ga com­
n:en~ng on l'hursday night before the first Sunday in October, 
1921 and that Rev E C Grimsley preach the introductoryscrmon 
I· riday at 11 o'clock a m .Rev W J Lumpkin, alternate. Delegates 
going by railroad will be met at ldeal,Ga on the Jl. B & A on 
Thurt day. Next apJ:.ointed the executive committee, G. D Perry, 
A. R Lawhorn and A D Foster. Next agreed ~ pay the expenses 
of ou1· correspondenty"which was $44.50. Next agreed to pay Bro 
G D Perry $15.00 for his expenses. Ordered that the clerk have 
600 copies of the minutes printed and that he be paid $15.00 for 
his services. Next agreed that Rev E. C. Grimsley write the next 
chcdar letter to this body. 

( N~xt appointed delegates to the State Convention as follows:),.. 
Revs J J Jones, H L Lumpkin and Bro. R N. Mcinvale. 
By motion the B~dy returned thanks to the church and com- · 

munity for their kindness and hospitality during this session o~ 
the association. After . singing and prayer by the Moderator the 
body adjourned to meet with Little Bethel church twelve months 
hence. REV. A. J. P ARK.ER, Moderator. 

REV. W. D. GILL,Clerk. 

OBITUARIES. 
Departed this life May 30th, 1920 Sister Vera Bloodworth. 

Sister Bloodworth was 24 years of age and for nine ye.ars had 
been a faithful member of New Prospect church, Taylor County, 
Georgia. She leaves a husband, four children, a mother and a 
host of friends to mourn their loss. Sleep on sister and take thy 
rest till the mon1 eternal breaks. 

REV. A. L. LAN E. 
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Departed this life October 5th, 1920 Sister Mary Amet-son. 
Sister Amerson was about seventy two years old and for the past 
sbc years had been a faithful member of New Prospect Church 
Taylor County Ga. She leaves besides a host of friends,one son 
and a number of grand-children and one brotber to mourn ~heir 
loss. Farewell dea r sister till we meet in that Sweet Beyond.-

REV. A. L. LANE. 
IN MEMORY OF T.A.BRITT 

Born Sept. 12, 1854., Died Jan 22, 1920. Bro. T A Britt was 
64 years old, ~d leaves a wife and 4 chi!dren to mourn . their 
loss. One child havi11g preceded him to the great beyond several 
years ago. Bro. Britt was a Deacon of Providence Church, Mus­
cogee County, Ga. and was one of the biggest hearted members 
of the Freewill Baptist ever known ever ready to stand by his 
church and• its pas tor. He ~-as highly sp.irited ever ready to 
sing and shout llis praisps. 

· I was his pastor for 10 years and when in his home his ad­
vice to me was as that of a father. His church came first. He 
stood for p1inciples of advancement and progt ess. May his sor­
rowing wife and children prepare to meet him beyond the skies 
where parting is no more. By his pastor, 

REV. H. L. LUMPKIN. 
PROCEEDIN~S OF UNION MEETINGS. ' 

The Union meeting ' of the Second District met with Betha­
ny Church, Marion County, Ga. commencing on Friday night be­
fore the. Third Sunday in July 1920. The introductory sermon was 
preache.d Saturday at 11 o'clock a m by Rev. W. U. Gill After 
90 minutes for refreshments the body was called to order by 
the former Moderator E. C. Grimsley. Next called for and receiv­
ed Letters from the various c~urches in the District. The Body 
then organized by electing Rev. E. C. Grimsley, Moderator and 
Rev. B. F. Green, Clerk. Next appointed Committees. Next ap­
pointed Rev. W.· J. Lumj)kin and Bro. E. L. Corley, as correspond 
dents to the first District Union Meeting. By motion it was 
agreed that this Body meet with New Life Church,Marion Coun-

. ty, Ga., commencipg on Friday before the Third Sunday in July, 
192L Rev. W. J: Lume_kin to preach tb~lntroductory sermon, 
Saturday at 11 o'clock, .&. M. Delegates going by railroad will be 
'Ilet at Mauk Ga., on Fricjay. · · 

REv. ·~ C. ·GRIMSLEY, Moderator . 
. R'EY· B.' F. GREEN, Clerk. 

EXECUTIVE COMMI1TEE. 
G. D. Perry, Ideal, Ga:; ·A-~. Lawho~, Butler, Ga.; A. D. 

Foster, Maule. Ga. . .~~ ~ . . ,. ... 
~.-:~ 

.. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
G. D. Perry, Ideal, Ga.; A. R. Lawhorn, Butler, Ga.; JamE:s 

Daniel, Mauk, Ga. 
CHURCHES CLERKS AND POSTOFFICES 

Trinity, Buford Watson, · --- Charing, Ga 
Liberty Chapel, W. H. Bossman, --- Macon, Ga 
Pleasant Hill, 0. H. Cromer, ------------ Ellaville, Ga 
New Prospect, A. B.· Posey, ------------- Reynolds, Ga 
Little Bethel, R. N. Mcinvale -------------------- ldeal, Ga. 
New Prospect, G. C. King, ------------------- Sumner, G~ 
New Prospect, G. C. King, --------------------- Shing1er, Ga. 
Beulah, A. R. Lawhorn, ------- - -- - ---------- Butler, Ga Bet)lony, John Grimsley, ___________ _§ _____ Geneva, Gel 
Tu1ne1's Chapel, Florence Wainwright, - ---------- Butler, Ga. 
Bethel, E. J. Wade, ------------------ Warwick, Ga 
Mt. Olive, A. H. Windham, ------------ Reynolds, Ga 
New Life, Lee Daniel, -----------------J-.-- Mauk, Ga 
Spting Hill, S. R. Lawhorn, :.. ___________ Buena Vi~ta, Ga. 

Province, J. M. Tomblin, --------------Columbus, Ga 
North Highlands, l@:y Lovick, ________ .___ Columbus, Ga 
Friendship, J . R. Baty, ------ - ----- Smithville, Ga 
Phoenix City, W. B. McDaniel Phoenix City, Ala. 

MINISTERIAL ROLL. 
Rev. W. M. Sherley, --------------------- Macon, Gel 
Rev. C. W. R cbardson, -------------------- Forsyth Ga. 
Rev. D. E. G: een, ----------------------- ldE:Pl, Ga 

- Rev. J. J. Jones, ------------ ----------- Ideal, Ga 
Rev. B. F. Green, -------------------- -------- Mauk, Ga 
Rev . . W. J . Lumpkin. ------------- ------------ Mauk, Gel 

"' R _ev. E. C. Grimsley, ------------------- ---- Mauk, G:1 
Rev. W. T. 1-oYick , ---------------------------- Revnolrls, Ga 
Rev. W. D. Gill, ------------------------ - Junction City, ('Tfl 

___ Rev. W. H. Emers~n, ---------------------------- Butler, Ga 
Rev. H. lJ. Lumpkin, ---------------------------- - M1'1'k, Gst 

._ Rev. A. J. Parker, -------·------ ------""'------- EJlPville, Ga 
Rev. S. N. Little, ----------------------------- Ashburn, Ga 
Rev. W. B. Posey, -------------- ----- - ----------- Butler, Ga 
Rev. J . V. Klosser, - --- ------------------- Reynolds, Ga 
Rev. A. L. Lane, ----------------------- Charing, Ga 
Rev. J. H . Quinn, ------- _, ____ Columbus, Gel 

- Pev. R. L. Burnett. ____ .:. ___________________ Reynolds Ga. 

Rev. 0. C. Bridges, ----------------------- Ellavl'e. Ga 
Rev. W. R. Lawhorn, ---------------------- --:.. Rutter, Ga 
Rev. J . H. Bu-:-deshaw, ----- 145 4th Ave. Phenix r.ity, Ala 
Rev. W. T. Grimsley, ----------------- M~uk, Ga 
C. H. Moore, __ _:..________ ____________ Reyno1ds. G'l. 

. IJCENTIA TES. 
D. G. Belknap, ---------------- Crump's Park, Ga 
S. A. Cromer, ----- ---------- Ellaville, Ga 
E . J . Wade, __ ----------- Warwick, Ga 
G. A. Plymale, ------------------------- ReynoJds, Ga 
W. N. Pruitt, ----------- --- ---- - ------- ------- Ashburn, Ga. 

• 
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CHURCH ORGANIZATION. 
Preliminaries. When several believei:.s wish to be organized 

into a church, they request a council from some sister church. 
'rhis council or committee (commorily called an arm) examines 
into the Christian character, doctrine 11nd fellowship of the 
applicants, and their ability to ~ustain a church. If the exarui­
nation is satisfactory, the organization proceeds as follows: 

The Bible is presented as the only rule of faith and prac­
tice. A church covenant is read anti adopted. A prayer of 
consecration is offered. The hand of fellowship is given. The 
church then proceed~; to elect its officers, which are a clerk, a 
treasurer, a pastor, and a board of directors, who constitute, 
with the pastor, a committee to promote order, activity, atten<!; 
anee, and the means of grace, benevolence, and sufficient dia­
cipline in the church. Deaccms should possess sound piety, 
good business capacity and large benevolence. They hold office 
at the pleasure of the church. They assist in baptism and the 
Lord's Supper. have care of the poor, ~md conduct religiou' 
meet~ngs in the absence of the pastor . 

. CONSTITUTION . . 
Resolved, That we form an .association upon the principles 

laid down in the Holy Scriptures, to-wit: Associations appear 
from Sc;ripture and ecclesiastical history to have been originally 
formed, not from any positive injunction, either from Christ or 
His Apostte•s, but from mere expediency for the purpose of con­
centrating the etforls of 1individual churches and bringing them 
to bear with greater energy upon the subjeets designed to be 
accom'plished b~· those churches. They were also considered ciS 

advisory council, and ruorted to as such, but never claimed any 
right of lording it over God's heritage, nor was their advice 
~onsidered binding on the churches. In a word, assodations 
were wholly dependent on churches, and churches were not 
dependent upon associations, and notwithstanding the power 
abrogated to themselves by some modern Baptist associatfoms, 
we view them as. being. nowhere precedented by the primitive 
usages of any self-ereated bodies. · 

We, the 4elegates from our respective churches, being au­
thorize_si by our churches, to agree -to form ourselves into an 
association, to be known by the namo of the Chattahoochee 
united' Free Will Baptist Association, and we promise not to 
withdraw ourselves from this .association without first rlating 
our reasons to the body for such intended withdrawal. 

It is proposed by the association, first ~ nromote revivals of 
religion by oamp and protracted meetings. Secondly, to take an 
active part in Home Missions. It is not intended by this asso­
ciation to discuss queries. It is not the design of this associa­
tion to interfe~e· in any way with the independence of churches 

• 
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composing it. It was not intended to establish creeds, rules of 
discipline, or make any law whatever to bind the churches, but 
to leave each church to regulate its own affairs. 

We, as an association, take the Old and New Testaments as 
our confession of faith, as relates to the independency. 

We believe that a duly organized church consists of a con· 
.../ gregation of saints baptized upon a creditable profession of 

faith in Christ. Christ is the only Christian lawgiver t1nd 
supreme head of the churche~ and the word of God the only 
infallible rule of faith· and practice. Every man has an ina}. 
ienable right to private judgment in concerns of religion, a nd 
an equal right to express his opinion· in any way which will not 
violate the laws of God or the rights of his fellow man. 

A church has a right to adopt such measures only as are in 
accordance with the Word of God, and such are deemed neces· 
sary to carry into effect the great system of practice. 

The church is the highest ecclesiastical tribunal on earth. 
from whose decision there is no appeal. 

No change, alteraUon or amendment shall be made to this 
constitution untii such change, alteration or a .<H:n.: .uenL shall 
have been presented to all the churches ®mpos1ng this asso­
ciation, and when two-thirds or all the churches composing 
this assoc1aUon shall have adopted or recom.:1ended in two 
ot their regular conferences successively such cnange, al tera­
Uon or amendment, it shall then become a part and parcel of 
this constitution. I 

Read and adopted the above as the constitution of the Chat­
tAhoochee Uni ted Fre~. Will Rapti"t ARsnciation. 

CHURCH DECORUM. 
1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last 

regular conference in the associational year; or, if they prefer, 
it may choose a pastor for an indt:finite length of time to con­
tinue from year to year, so long as they may deem it proper to 
keep up the connection. 

2. When it beaomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at 
any other time; but if the choice be made at a special confer­
ence, the time must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the 
church. 

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but when 
he is abfknt or does not sit as moderator. some suitable brother 
shall be appointed to sit in his place. 

4. 1'here sh9ll be two or more deacons in the church whose 
duty it shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement 
of the contributions made by the church for the pastor, etc., and 
to distribute the bread and wine in the administration of the 
Lord's Supper. 

6. The deacons shall take notice of euch members as refuse 

.. 
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or neglect to partake of the Lot:d's Supper and endeavor to 
ascertain the cause. that the same may be laid· before the church 
in conference if necessary. 

6. Some suitable member . shall be appointed clerk and it 
shall be his duty to do aU the recording and otb.er writing 
pertaining to the business of the chut:ch, and to preserve a file 
of the minutes of the association. 

7. When a new clerk is appointed, all the books, etc., be­
longing to the clerk sha11 be imm~diately delivered to him by 
his predecessor. 

8. When it b~comes necessary, a committee of not less than 
three male members well acquainted with business, shall . 'tc: 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethren who 
aP.ply to them relative to cases of dealing, etc., with the church. 

9. The church shall hold a two days meeting monthly, em­
bracing Saturday and the Lord's Day following, the first of 
whiah shall be the regular time of conference-. 

10. It shall .be the duty of every member, male and female, 
to attend each conference meeting if they can, for on that day 
the pastor is expected to in.struct the church in spiritual manner 
by giving plain and pointed lessons on doctrine, discipline and 
the rule of holy living. 

11. Any niale member who shall fail to attend three suc­
cessive conferences, and any member whatever who may be 
ge'nerally remiss in atteP,ding the meetings of the church accord­
ing the covenant (Article 10), shall be ~ited to appear in con­
ferenc.e and ansWer for his neglect, but the church may exempt 
members from this rule if neeess~ry. 

12. Conferences shall be opened and conducted as follows: 
1. Prayer (unles!; divine !\en-ire has just heen conducted and 
generally then) . 2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. 3. Open 
the door fqr the receppon of members. 4. Call for absentees. 
5. For acknowledgements. 6. For references or, deferred ~busi­
ness. 7. For matters . of dealing which are in order to come 
before the church: 8. Miscellaneous business. 

13. Visi~ng brethren, as helps called in from sister 
churc.J?.es, shall be allowed to speak and make motions or 
seconds, but not allowed to vote. ...--

14. Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does 
not hold this church in membership, may be received into the 
church without a letter, when it is made apparent that his 
Christian character is unimpea:Chable, and that he has applied 
for a letter and couJd not obtain it because be desired to join 
this or some sister church. All other members must join by 
letter or baptism. 

15. No member shall be received without the unanimous 
consent of th'e members present, but unreasonable objections 
shall not be valid, .and unless withdtawn the member who makes 
them shall be' liable to be taken under dealing by the church. 

16. When the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall 
inform the church th~ members have been absent for three 
successive conferences, and the moderator shall appoint some 
brother or brethren to cit~! ~ of them to the next conference. 

17. No member shal! be·~ed unless he baa been cited 
/ 
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verbally or in writing, to attend his trial; provided his resi­
dence be known to the churr.b. 

lb. When a witness, not a member of the church, is intro­
duced, he shall not be examined' till the question has been put 
to the church: "Will you hear the testimony of this witness!" 

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledge­
ment shall be minutE•d in thP ehureh book. 

20. Members dismissed from the church by letter who be­
come disorderly, or continue to hold their letters without a good 
reason. shall be cited to the conference to answer for their 
conduct. . 

21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship c;n 
their petition if their walk since expulsion has convinced the 
church that they have sincerely repented of their former evil. 

22. A vote shall not be taken on any question without a 
move and a second, and in all important questions the vote shaD 
be takt>n by rising 011 their feet. 

23. No other motion shall be considered while a previous 
motion and second is before the conference. 

24.It shall be considered disorderly for wmember to absent 
hiniself from conference when an important question is to be 
decided; but a member upon his t•equest, may be excused by 
the church from voting on either side in peculiar cases. 

25. No member shall leave the house durinff conference 
without a sufficient cause nor engage in conversation or whis­
pering without being subject to be called to order by the 
moderator. 

26. All discussions in conference must be conducted with 
calmness and good feeling; those who speak must rise to their 
feet and address the moderator, and keep to the point in debate. 

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same 
motion without permission from the moderator, nor shall the 
remarks of any one Le unreasonably long. 

28. When the moderator speaks be must nominate some 
brother in his stead. 

29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it be 
necessary to call the ..speaker to order. 

30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the ad­
ministration of the Lord's Supper at least four times a year, 
and the expenses are to be paid by the church. 

31. M~rnbers not in good standing shall not commune, but 
the administration shall not be deferred on account of any 
ordinary matter of dealing. 

32. Feet washing shall be attended to as the church sees 
proper. 

33. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be ob­
served on proper occasions. 

34. This decorum may be amended or altered by the vote 
of two-thirds of the members present $\t any two succeasive 
monthly m~tings. 

• 
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDIN~NCES. 

1. We believe that a Gospel Church, or a church of Christ, 
is a congregation of Christians constituted and governed ac­
cording to the rules laid down in the New Testament. 

2. That those rules require churches to preserte the form of 
governma.nt and the ordinances of the first Christian churches 
and to be composed of baptized believers in Christ. 

. ' 

3. That the visible church as the aggregate or whole-num- ' 
her of r.ospe) churches. ;~ nd t.h;~t the invisible church is com­
posed of tht: l'edeemed now in heaven, and of such Christians 
on earth as are not attached to the visible church, according 
to the Gospel rules. 

4. That the establishment of a central or catholic gov­
ernm~nt over .the visible church , or any part thereof, is a devise 
of earthl~- ambition repugnant to th£: Word of God, subservient 
to the churches and danget·ous to the liberty of men. 

5. The Gospel churches are the only et;:clesiastical bodies or 
tribunals authorized by the Scriptut·es; that each church has 
the unrestricted right to administer it;S own government without 
supervision or interference, beif)g under Christ essentially, inde­
pendent and absolute; and that if this right be surrendered to 
a superintending jurisdiction by delegation or otherwise, the 
assembly ceases to be a Gospel church. 

6. That churches may nevertheless, we suppose, meet by 
delegates, form an assOciation and declare the terms upon which 
they will keep up the correspondence; but that the rights and 
authority o{ churches being inalienable, or in no wise compro­
mised or hind'!red by entering into an association, and therefore 
an .-association has no authot·ity over churches or individuals, 
LlJt:h: only power beiug to transact husiness wtrl'Ch does not 
pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacif y; to promote 
mutual ir:tercourse, and a concentration of voluntary effort, and 
to give that advice to churc~es which might with equal author­
ity be given by any individual. 

7. That t.hP. authority of the chur('hes is designed for the 
perpetuation of the true religion of the Gosp£>1, and for the 
preservation• of a true and orderly body of Chri,tians on earth; 
that it is fully sufficient for the purpose intended, but that it 
does not extend to persons, prop.erty or the consciences of men 
iu any manner what~ver. . 

8. That the onJy requisites to church membership are faith 
in Christ and obedience to the Gospel; that ·faith in Christ 
necessarily exfsts iii\connection with the belief in the funda­
mental truths of Ghrist,~nity, and that to prescribe any other 
requisite of such met$ership is_ an assumption of authority on 
the part of the church and .a· departure from the Gospel plan. 

9. That the officers 'of a church Rre elders and deacons; 
that the elders are also called bishops Qr -pastors; and all the 
elders are equal in rank, ijlougb they may perform different 
fu,ncticms--sinee some may.¥ the bishops.or pastors of particu-

•• E. • ~ . ' 
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"'r churches, while others may be simply elders, haVing no pas­
toral charge. 

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends 
to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he 
cannot perform any acts that belong to the authority of the 
church-such as the reception of members into the ~burch 
compact, or the expulsion of offenders; that as a member of the 
church. he is no more than any other member, and if he is guilty 
of transgression he is to be brought to trial before his brethren 
and com·icted or acquitted in the same manner as if he was a 
private person; yet we think it prudent to call in advisory help, 
especiaUy if the minister is to be tried upon a charge of heresy. 

11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer 
in water, in the name of the Father, and of th6 Son and of the 
Holy ·Ghost. 

12. ·t'hat the Lord's Supper and washing the saints' f<.-et 
are ordinances to be observed in the church until the Lord 
comes. J 

13. That elders and deacons &nust be set apart to their 
office by ordination, or the imposition of the hands of the 
presbytery and prayer, without which they are not authorized 
to administer the ordinances pertaining to their respe~:tive 
offices. . 

14. No preacher shall be ordained unless called to take 
charge of a church as pastor, or for some other good and 
sufficient reason. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH AND DOCTRINAL VIEWS 
~ 

1. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by meB 
divinely inspired and is a treasure of heavenly instruction; that 
it has God"'for its author, salvation for its end, the truth ·without 
any mixture ,.of error for its matter; that. it reveals the Jtrinci. 
ples by which God will judge us, and therefore it shall remain 
with -::s to the end of time the true center of Christian union 
and the supreme standard to which all human conduct and 
opinions eonform.-Rev. 13:14; John 5:39. 

That there is one true and living God, whose name is Jeho. 
vah, the maker and ruler of heaven and earth, inexpre~ble 
glorious in holiness. worthy -of all possible honor, confidence and 
love, revealed in the personal distinction of Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and e~ecuting 
distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption. 
-Ex. 6:3; Psa. 38:18. 

8. That man was. created in a state of holiness under the . 
law of his maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that 
holy and happy state: in consequence of which men are now 
.::inners, not by constraint, but by choice, being by nature uttera 
devoid of holiness required by the law of God, wholly given to 
the gT&tification of the world, of Satan and their own sinful 
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passtons, and therefore are under just condem.nation to eterhal 
ruin without defense or excuse.-Gen. 1 :27, 2:7, 3 :6, 19, 23. 

4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, through 
the mediatorial office of the Son of God, who took upon himself 
our nature, yet without sin, honored the law by his own per­
sonal obedience, and made atonement for . sin by his death; 
being risen from the dead, .he is now enthroned in heaven, and 
uniting in his wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with 
divine perfection in every way qualified to be suitable, compas­
sionate and all sufficient Savior.-Epu. 2:5, 5 :8, Rom. 7:11. 

:i. That the (}ospel blessings whit'b C~rist in his fullness 
oeotows oo such a.s belie'Ve in him, is Jaa:tification. That this 
justification consists in the pardon of sin anf;l promise of eternal 
life, upon principles of righteousness; that it is bestowed not in 
consideration of Rnytning we do, but sol~y through his own 
Jigbteousness and atonement, and that it brings us into a state 
of most blessed peace and favor with God.-Rom. 8:80, Ezek. 
18:28; John 3:14, 16, Rom. 8:17. 

6. That the blessings of salvll.tion are made· free to- all by 
the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to receive them 
by a cordial and obedient faith and that nothing prevents the 
salvation of the greatest sinner upon earth, but. his own• volun­
tary refusal to suborit t.o the Lord Jesus Chris't, which refusal 
will subject him to an aggravated condemnation.-Mark 16:16, 
John 17:20; lsa. 20. 

1: That in order to be saved we must be regenerated, or 
obeClience to the Gospel; and that its evidence is -f'ound in the 
holy fruits which we bring forth to God.-John 3:3-8, M.att. 
SJ:8-10. 

R. That election is the gracious purpose ot God, according 
to which he rt:generates, sanctifies and saves sinners, it being 
perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, that it com­
p~ends all means with the end; that it is a glorious display 
of God's goodne&~~, being infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable; 
born again; that regeneration consists of giving a holy dispo­
sition to the mind and is affected in a maliner above our com­
prebension,by the power of the lfoly Spirit, producin« voluntary 
that it utterly. excludes boasting and: promotes humility, prayer, 
praise, trust in God and · active infitation of his free mercy, 
that it encoura~ tfi\ use of meaDJJ in the highest degree; that 
it.is the foundation of Christian assurance, and that to ueertain 
i~ ~ith regatd to our$!1ves,1 de~ands and deserves our utmost 
dlbgence. · / . ~ 

9. That the p~rvtng attaehments of .true believers to 
. christ is the grand m&'rk whieh distingu~sbea them from super­

ficial possessors; that a s~al Providence watches over their 
welfa!'e, and that they are~pt by the power of God throup 
faith unto salvation.-Ep)i; l';l-2. •. 

, 
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10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule 
of his Government; that it is holy, just and good; that the 
inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen man to fu11ill its 
precepts, arises entirely from his love of sin; to deliver him 
through a mediator to unfeigned obedience to the holy law, is 
one design of the Gospel and of the means of grace connected 
with the establishment of the visible church.-Matt. 5:18, Luke 
10:13-20, 14:17. 

11. That the first day of the week is the Lord's day, or 
Christian Sabbath; that it should b~ kept sacred to religious 
purposes by abstaining from all s~cular labor and recreation; 
by the direct· observance of all means of grace, both public and 
private, and preparation for that rest which remains for the 
children of God.-Ex. 19 :8, Heb. 4 :9, ThEISS. 1 :7, Psa.; 16:9. 

12. That civil government_ is of divine appointm~nt for the 
interest and good order of human society, that magistrates are 
to be prayed for con~cientiously, honored and obeyed in all 
things not contrary to_tbe wiJl of our Lord Jesus ChriSt, who is 
the Lord of the conscience and Prince of the kings on earth.­
Ex. 23:7, Acts 23:5, Tim. 6:17. _ 

13. That there is a radical and essential difference between 
the righteous and the wicked; that such only as are justified by 
faith in the name of the Lord Jesus, and eanctified by the 
Spirit of God are truly righteous in his esteem, while such as 
continue in impenitence and in unbelief, are in his sight wicked 
and under this curse, and this distinction holds good among men 
both itt and after death.-Matt. 25:46; Mark 16:16. 

14. That the end of this world is approaching, when Christ 
will descend from heaven and raise the dead from their graves 
to final retribution; that a solemn separation will then take 
place, the righteous being adjudged to everlasting bapp~ess, 
and the wicked to endless punishment, and this judgment will 
fix forever the final state of man in heaven or bell, on principles 
of risrhteousness.-John 5 :25, Matt. 25:34:41:46. 

• 
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CHURCH LETTER. 

Ft·om ---------------Church------- - --------- - County, G:~ 
To the members and messengers composing the Chattahoochee 
United Free Will Baptist Association to convene with_ _____ _ 

Church - - - - - ----------County, 
We have called Bro. _________ __for our pastor for tht> 

t!nsuing year. Spiritual condition of the church----------- L --
'l'ime of meeting ________________ Sunday, Served . by Rev._: ___ _ 

We send as representatives ------ ------ ------ - - · Received b., 
letter _ __ _____ ; rP.Ceived by profession of faith-______ . _ _ ; 
received by experience_. _____ ; number expelled_ ___________ ; 
dismissed by lepter - - - -----; paid for minutes _________ ; 
paid for correspondence-----; paid for building and repairing 
churches ________ ; ordained ministers ________ ; P. Q, ________ : 

total membership of church--·----; number who have died _____ _ 
day of _ _____ ._ ____ , 

. This d'one by order of the church in conference this ---­
------------~urch Clerk, P . 0. ---------
-------- ---------Moderator, P. o. ____ :__ __ _ 

l. 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
!). 

10. 
11 . 
12. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS OF UNION MEETINGS. 

The body called to .order by the Moderator If he 1s present. 
it not the bo.dy may select some •ultable iuembt>r to act 
as Moderator, pro tem. 

Election of Moderator and Cler k. 
!Jlvite · vls.ltlng brethren to seats. 
Appointment of committees. -
Call for correspondent. . 
Appointment of oorrespondenta. 
Appoint time and place of holding nert session. 
Call for reporta of committees. 
Call for miscellaneous business. 
Call for .reading and adopting wlnut.es. 
Adjou~ment. 
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CHURCBES I~OUNTIES DELEGATES: • PASTORS ~ -~ ~ -~ .~ ~ .6 

•· · • ~ A ~ Q till F-4 ::S 
rurner'~ Chapel Taylor ---· J A Dunlap, E. J. Wainwright/ A. A. Windham. R. L. Burnett - - --1 l l 11 81 611021$ 6.0014 
Little Bethel ---Macon ---· WE James,"(} D Perry, H N Mclrlvale, TV Simmons W H Holmes --- --1 21 1 1-- 1-- ~1191 12.4511 
Mt Olive ----- -- Taylor --- · G. B Windham, J B Amerson, · A J Parker____ Ql 11 ~ ! l i--llSOI 10.0014 
Pleasant Hill --·Schley ____ J. M. Brewer. E C Grimsley - - 1·-- 1--1 81--1 181 8.6011 
New •Life ------ Marion ___ A. D. Foster, Sam Daniel A J Parker - --- 21 41--1--1--1 811 5.0013 
Sp,ring Hill -----Marion ___ W. M. Melto~, T. F •• Hendricks;- G. M. Bryan A J Parker ---- 31--1--1 11--1 1451 5.0012 
New Prospect ___ rurner ___ J. H. Little, T. J. Little L S Yates ------ --i--1--1--1--11221 10.0018 
Trinity----- ___ :_ Taylor ____ C R Gassett, Buford Watson. E C Grimsley ;.._ --!--1--1--1--1 821 5.0014 
Bethany ------ _Marion --- E. L. Corley A L Lane --------1--1 11--1--1 561 5.0018 
Beulah --------- Taylor - - - · A. R. Lawhorn, E. R. Lane J J J ones_____ l l--1 81--1--1 411 5.0018 
Liberty Chapel __ Bibb ----- W. M. Shirley, W C Jones ---- 81--1 31--1 21 4~1 5.0011 
New Prospect ---Taylor ----A. D. Posey, W. Blodworth, · ~ A L Lane - ---- --1 11--1--1--1 551 5.0012 
Providence ------ Muscogee Sam Parker H L Lumpkin - 11 11--1-.. 1--1 881 6.0014 
Phoenix-City ----Lee, Ala. - J. W. Hern - W T Grimsley - --!--1--1--1--1 161 1.5014 
Bethel -------- _ Worth ---­
North Highland _ Muscogee -
Friendship ------Sumter __ _I 
Corinth --------- Marion --..,. 
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