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MINUTES 
The Eighty-Eighth Session of the Chattahoochee United Free

will Baptist Association convened with· New Prospect Church, 
Turner County, Ga., commencing on Thursday night before the first 
Sunday in Oct., 1923. The introductory sermon was preached Fri
day a. m, at 11:00 by Rev. J. J. ones from ;ptus 2:1-2, followed 
by Rev. W. T. Lovick. 

After an'·intermission of one hour for refreshments the body 
was called to order by the former moderator, Rev. H. L. Lumpkin. 

Next invited visiting brethren to. seats with ulj' in the body. 
The next business in order was a cal! for Corresponding Let

ters and received letters and delegates from the fol!owing church-
eL 

Little Bethel: F . L. Raburn, J. W. Cromer, W. N. FO\".'ler, G 
D. Perry, R. N Mcinvale, B L. Uaburn. 

St. James: W. M. Hall, 
Mt. Olive: J. B. Amerson, John Windham, G. D. Windham. 
St. John: By Letter. 
Spring Hill, G. M. Bryan, W . .M. Melton, Mrs. G.l\1. Bryan. 
Be~hany: E. L. Corley. 
Pleasant Hill: J. W. Brewer, S. A. Cromer. 
Turner's Chapel: H S. Moore. 
Trinity: A. S. Waller, John Wat~on. 
Providel)ce: i!:. 1'. Tomblin, T J. Driver, C'!iff<:rd Tomblin, J. M 

Tomblin, Walter McBride, M. E. T.>rnblin . 
New Prospect: G. C. King, F llf. Partin, G. L. 0. Sheppard, J. 

B. Hardon. 
New Life: James Daniel, J. W. Daniel, Sam Daniel. 
Beulah:. By Letter. 
New Prospect, Taylor 'County : Lee Posey. 
Bethel: C. H. Hassey, A. Kennady. 
Next called for Petition.,ry Letter:a and received letters a~d 
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delegates from the followinli churches: 
Macedonia Church, Macon, Ga: Laura Home, Julia Gray. 
Ideal F . W. B. Church, Ideal Ga.: Ml·. and Mrs. J. M. Jones. 
The body was then permanently organized ~y electing Rev. H 

L. Lumpkin, Modera~r, and Rev. W. D. <;;ill, Clerk. 

Next called for Corresponding Messengers and received Rev. 
W. H. Homes from the South Georgia Association; Rev. B. 0. 
Brown and B. E. Miller from ~be Little River Association; Rev. L 
S. Yates from "tb.e Ga. Union Association. 

Nelct appointed the various Committees as follows: 
On Preaching: q. L. 0 . Sheppard, J. B. Harden, J. M. Jones, 

M. E. Tomblin, J. B. Amerson. 
On State of the Churches and Character of the Miniatry: J. M. 

Tomblin, G. B. Windham, R. N. Mcinvale, W. M. Melton, A S. 
Waller. 

On Temperance: E. L. (A)rley J. V. Klosser, W. N. Fowler. 
On Sabbath Schools: W. H. Emmerson, Walter "McBride, G. C 

King. 
On Finance: .D. E. Greene, S.R. Lawhorn, W. T. Lovick 
On Suggestions: D E. G1-eene W. H. Emmerson, G._]). Perry, 

J. R. Hunt, M E. Tomblin. 
On motion the body adjourned until 8:30 Saturday a. m. 

SECOND DAYS SESSION. 
Saturday a. m. at 8:30 the body met according to adjourn

ment. After singing and praye1· Rev. J. F. Malone. 

REPORTS OF COIIU.UTTEES 
On Preaching:· Friday at 7:30 p. m. Rev. E. C. Grimsley to 

pr~eh, Re''· G A. Plymal~ to follow; Saturday at 9:00 Rev. W. H 
Holmes to preachi Saturday at 11:00 Rev. L. S. Yates to preach; 
Saturday nigllt at 7:30 Rel:c, W. H . . Emerson to preach, Rev. B. 0 
Brown to follow; Sunday at\ 9:00 Rev. J. F. Malone to p~h; 
Sunda at 11:00 Rev. J . R ~nt, to. preach; Sunday at 3:00 Rev. 
D. E. Greene to preach. f · , . ~ . , 

• ON SABBA.TH ScHOOLS. 
We, your committee, make the> following report: We recom

mend that· the Churcb"s whicl1 n_; v,; · 'no Sabbath Schools organize 
one and ~bat .the pas~rs stresli t!J~'tmportance "Of Sabbath Schools 
in their pastopat worJc as :We d~m .~ ~ veey 'important work. 

W .AI;TER McB~E, Chairman. 

' 
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ON TEM PE RANCE. 
We, your committee, make the !ollowi11g report: We recom

mend that all church members in this Association be Temperate in 
all things because it is necessary for the advancement of the cause 
of Christ. We also recommend that the pastor of. each church 
preach Temperance to their congregations. 

E. L. CORLEY, Chairman. 

ON STATE OF CHURCHES AND CI:IA1L\t."1'jU 01 J.tfE MIN· 
IS'l'RY. 

We, your Committee, submit the following report: We find all 
. of the churches in good st:nding. We find from varipus churches 
. and brethren that P.ev. W. M. Shurly has been getting money 

under false pretense fl'om difl'er nt parties and we recommend 
tbat he be cited back to bi.s church and dealt 'l'ith. 

J . M. TO:~IBLIN, Chairman. 

ON SUG :;ESTIONS. 
We, your Committee, beg leave to make the follovdng report: 

We suggest to your honorable hour that the Chattahoochee Unit
ed Freewill Baptist Association, now in session at New Prospect 
Church authorize all members of any church who compose this 
Association who are willitlg to become contributors to a fund to be 
raised by paying any stated sum which they will pay for Missions 
to organize themselves into a M.issionary Union . which shall 
elect officers and conduct its business in harmony with the rules 
of practice 'and Articles of Faitli of the United Freewill Baptist 
denomination but independent of any church or association· this 
to ha':'e the approvai of the Chat taboocbee United Freewill Baptist 
Association, so long as it is with in the confines and doctrines of 
this -association. 

2nd. We reeommend that the ~hattaboochee Association re
ceive a complete report from all th.e preachers at each annual ses
sion of the Association of all the work done by him during the 
year incl\lding sermons preached, baptism number, received into 
church, ·m'7tings held, miles traveled, amount r!lceiveq in money, 
amount pa1d out, and other work done. We also recommend that a 
committee be appointed by the Moderator of the Association to 
get up proper form of blank upon which ·Ministers Reports shall be 
made and have 500 hundred of said Blanks printed at ·Ayden, N. 
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C., and paid for out of funds of this Association. 
3rd, We recommend that a Superannuated Fund for the ben· 

et of Indigent Ministers of this Association be raised by the par-" 
ment of 25c per head per male member, and lOc per bead for: 
female members annually. 

4th. We recommend that no minister be licensed or ordained 
~ . n this Association until he has been ~pproveJ by a committee 

appointed by the Association for that purpose. 
REV. W. H. EMMERSON. Chairman. 

ON FINANCE. 
We, your Committee, find paid in for :Minutes and C rrespond

ence $84.00. We fiJld in the hands of the Treasurer $43,55. 'fotal 
on band $127.55. 

REV. S. R. LA WHOR,N, Chairman. 

MlSCELL.A.NEO US BUSINESS. 
Appointed Corresponding Messengers to our Sister Associations 

as follows: 
To the Georgia Unio.n: ~vs. W. H. Emmerson, G. A. Plymale 
To the Little River: Rev. W. R. Lawhorn, and J . ~· Little. • 
To the South Georgi.a: J ' J. Jones, R. N. Mcinvale. 
To the Midway: Revs. J. R. Hunt and H. L. Lumpkin. 
To the O.ciilochnee: By Sending Minutes. 
Next ap'ppinted as delegates to the State Convention:-Bro&. J . 

R. Hunt and W. H. Emmerson. 
Next agreed that this body send $10.00 to the State Convea

tion. 
Appointed the Executive Committee as; follows: 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

G. B. Windham ------------------ ----- Reynolds, Ga. 
R. N. ·Mcinvale --,-------- -------~-- ______ :. __ Ideal, Ga. 
A. S. Waller, ------ -;------- ------------------- Cha.ring, Ga. 

• Agreed that the Clerk .~e 700 copies of the Minutes printed 
and that he be paid $15.00 for hls services. Agreed that Rev. H. L. 
Lumpkin v.•rite the next Circulkr ~r .to this body.Motion made 
and carried that Rev. l. R. Hunt ,be • elec~d to do Miuio11ar7 
Work in the Association. By motion the. body adjourned for 
preachinf at 2:00 p. m. 

·. 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 
At 2:00 p. m. the body met according to adjournment; song 

and prayer by Rev. J. R. Hunt 
Agreed that this . body meet with Macedonia Church, Macon, 

Ga., commencing on Thursday night before First Sunday in Oct. 
1ii24; and that Re\·. W. H. Emmerson preach the · Introducto~ 
Sermon Friday at 11:00 a. m ., Rev. H. L. Lumpkin alternate. 

Agreed· that we pay the expenses of one Correspondent which 
was $18.50. 

Committee to draw up suitable blank form for Preachers Re· 
ports: . Revs. J. J. Jones and J. R.Hunt. ~ 

In~estigating Committee on aplications of preachers to .be or-
• dained, or licensed to preach: D E Greene, W. D. Gill, J. J . Jones, 
W. T. Lovick, Yf H Emmerson. I 

By motion t he body returned thank's to the church and com
munity for their kiJ?dness and hospitality during ou~.; stay with 
.them. By motion adjourned to meet with · Macedonia Church 
twelve months hence. 

REV. H. L. LUMPKIN, Moderator, 
REV. W. D. GILL, Clerk. 

TIME AND PLACE OF UNION MEETINGS 

TH~ First District. meets with Turner's Chapel Church, Taylor' 
County,, Ga., commencing on Friday night before the· Fourth. Sun
day. in July 1924; delegates going by R. R. will be met at Butler, 
Ga., on Friday. 

The Seco)ld District meets with New Life Church, Marion 
County, Ga., commencing on Friday before t~e Third Sunday in 
August, 1924. Rev. E.C. Grimsley to preach the Introductory Ser
mon Saturday at 11:00 a. m.; Rev W. J . Lumpkin, alternate. Del
egates going by R.R. will be met at Mauk, Ga., on the A. B. and 
A. R. R. and Junction City, Ga., on the Central R. R. 

LICENTIATES. 

. D. G. Be~p, ---------- --~ Crump's Park, Ga 
S. A. Cromer, ---------------- Ell:.ville, Ga G. A. Plymale ___________ :._ ___ . ---- Ideal, Ga. 

I. F. Quinn ---·----------~-·------------ Columbus, Ga. 
J. H. Little ------------ ----------- -- Ashburp, Ga. 
C. V. Blair ----------------------------- Reynold.s, Ga. 

:. 
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CHURCHES CLERKS AND POSTOFFICES 

Little Bethel, F. L. Rayburn, -- Ideal, Ga. 
Mt. Olive, W. J . Childree ------- Reynolda, Ga. 
Spring HiU, T. F. Hendricks ----- ~ Mauk, Ga. 

< • lleoEant B ill, .J. W. Brewer Rupert, C.. 
Libert)· Chapel, W. H. Bossman, Ma.coB. Ga 
St. James, ll. F. Greene ----------- Phoneix, City, Ala. 
Bulli.h, Mrs. c. E. Lawhorn --------------- Butler, Ga. 
St. J ohn's, C. C. Brock ---- ------ - ----- Columbua, Ga. 
New Life, Lee Daniel -------------------- Mauk, \.Ja. 
Bethany, J ohn Grimsley ----- - - ---------- Juniper, C.. 
New Prospect, J. F. Pate - - r----------- Ashburn, Ga. 
Trinity, Arizona Waller ---- ------------ ...!. Cbaring, Ga. 
Providence, P. M. Tomblin ---------- R. 3., Columbus, Ga. 
Macedonia, Mrs. Julia Gray _ ----- 2182 Broadway, Macon, Ga. 
New Prospect, Lee Posey ------------------- Reynolds, Ga 
Ideal Church, C. J. Fowler __ --- ------------- Ideal, Ga. 
fume.r's Chapel, C. H. Moore --------------- Butler, Ga. 
Bethel, C. M. Massey ------- --------------- Wa(Wick, G&. 

MINISTERIAL ROLL. 
Rev. D. E. Green,---~--------------- Ideal, Ga 
Rev. C. W. R1chardson, ---------- Forsyt)l, Ga. 
Rev. J. J. Jonea, ---------------------Ideal, Ga 
BeY. B. F. Green, ------- . Jilauk. Ga 
Rev. W. J . Lumpkin, Mauk. Ga 
R..ev. E. C. Grimaley, Ji1lauk. Ga 
Rev. W. T. ~vick. Re~ Ga 
Rev. W. D. Gill, Juaetioa City, Ga 
Rev. W. H. Emenon. _ _ Butler, Ga 
Rev. R . L. Lumpkin, J1auk. G' 
Rev. S. N. Little, · ---·---- AMbum, Ga 
Rev. J . V. K..loaaer, ReJDOlda, Ga 
Rev. ·A. L. ~e, --------- Cllariq, Ga 
Rev. 0. C. Bndges ---· ---- Ellaville, C.. 
Rev. W. R. Lawhorn, Butler Ga 
Rev. W. T. Grimaley, Ma~ Ga 
C. H. Moore, ---------.,..---. _

1 
- _---- Reyaolda, C.. 

Rev. L F. Guinn ---- ~ ___ Butler, C.. 
R. L. Jones -----------.. ------- - Phoenix City, Ala. 
Rev. W • .J. Steadman ---~----· 1213, 1litb St., Coiambu.a, C.. 
J. R. Hunt ____ _: ______ 159 ~efr Davia St., Macon, Ga. 

Rev. S. R. .Lawhom -----------~ Buana Vista. G&. 
J . W. Cullever . ---------- ___ ..:_: ________ ·Mauk, Ga. 

W. C J ollft. -------~--------· i01i Etn: St-., Jleooa C. , • , ' I 

' ; 

SINt.."TES 

lN MEMORY OFBRO. J . W. MciNVALE. 

Bro. Mcinvale was about 53 years old. Be was married to 
Mi.aa Georgia Childres Dec. 8. 1896; joined the Freewill Baptist 
Church at Little Bethel 1uly 31, and died Aug. 5, 1923.Many tears 
were abed around hia bed side when v.-e received him into the 
chu.reh. It was also aad to gaze upon his form for the last time. 
So farewell brother, until we meet again. May the richest bless
ings that God can give rest upon the sorrowing ..J"ife and children. 

By liia paato_r, REV. H. L. LUMPKIN. 

J. THOMAS BRITT. 

Bro. Britt was born in Musco·gee Co., Ga., May 13! 1885; died 
May 13, 1923; joined Providence Freewill Baptist Church in 1911. 
Bro. Tommie was the oldest son of T. A. and Mn. Lenorah Britt. 
He waa generous hearted, ever ready to help those that were in 
need. He was always ready to serve his fellowman and esteemed 
the great cause of Christ. His friends were numbered by the 
multitude. It was my pleasure to bury him in baptism, also my 
aad privilege to officiate at his funeral. Re leaves a sorrowing 
wife, one brother andtwo sisters to mourn their lo~;s. The las t 
conversation with Bro. !:ritt was upon things divine. May the 
bleNings of heaven rest upon the sorro,dng ones and that we may 
meet him in a heaven of rest. 

By hia pastor, REV. B . L. LUMPKIN. 

BRO. J . T. LAWHORN. 

Bro. Lawhon was about 63 years old and was a member of 
Little Bethel Freewill Baptist Church from early manhood.Be was 
ftrat maried to Miss Mattie Cooper, to which union the Lord 
bleued with tw0 .children. He waslater married to Miss Stella Ra
burn on Nov. 7 1909, who only lived till July S, 1920. Bro. Law
hom was a pious Christian gentleman, ever ready to dohis part. 
His death was a great shock to his friends. May we ever live, so 
that we may meet again. Children, be ever ready so that when the 
creat summons shall come you may see father again. May the 
bleaaings of heaven rest upon hisdevoted wife. 

By_ paator, . EttV. H. L. LUMPKlN. 

• 

v 
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SISTER ,ESKA J\lAE LITTTLE. 
Sister Little w;ts oorn l\1ay 7, 19()2; was united with the 

Freewill Baptist Church at the age of 13 years; was married 5th 
Sunday in Aug. 1919, to Hillan.l Cromer. A flower was taken / 
from our home that can never be replaced. She was ' a loving chiltf 
May G<td ble>'s Ute bereaved ones . She died Sept. 29, 1923, and 
was laid to re!<t iJt i'rospcct t•emetel·y .. She was .the mother of 3 

• • children. 
Wrote by her hrother-in-luw, E. A. McCORNLY. 

SJS'fER 'BECK EY SECTUS 
~ Si~;ter Sectus departed thi!: life Aug. 26, 1923 at the age of 
14 year,;. She wal" a 1~1ember of IJethauy church, a faithful mem
ber ~~~d a tt·ue Cbril'tian lm~ she has ieft this world anti gone on 
to JOUI the redeemed ones thaf h:l\'c gone before. She leaes two 

1<0ns nucl two llaugl1ters to mod1 n theil· Ius!!, yet ,~e feel that their 
lo!'.s is her gain. · 

Dear Sister has left us now ne vcr more to return. 
But 'th; Goli who ha th bereft us; He t•an all our sonows ·heal 
Yet we hope n~rain to meet her when the clay of life is done ' 
Then i11 hem·'n with joy to greet tl • c~, where no tear~ shall fl~w 

1::. C. GRlMSL'EY. ' • 

BRO. H, W. PAlffF.~. 
Bro. Pari-en d~parteu this !if e March 15, .1923. He was a mem

ber of New P-rospect church, l'ut· ner Co., Ga. He was a faithful 
ancl tJ'Ue Chris~an and a · deacon of Ne Prospect church for years. 
He has left thts world and has gone to join the redeemed ones 
who have gone on before. He left a wife and several children to 
mourn thei!' Joss but '~e believe their Jo::;!l is his eternal gain. 
Bro. Parten wa~< a lovmg husban (l and father, Weep not children, 
but ~ray ~ m-:et your fathet· in heaven where you can spend 
etermty wtth lum and loved one~; gone on before. Rejoice mother 
and ~ildren that there is no more suffering for your father and 
husband In this life; ho }llOJ'e Rick neRs, no more heMaches, but one 
e~rnal joy forever am!' fore~r with !tis ·Saviour who died for 
lum on Mt. Calvary's brow. ;Bu't. ·tis God who doeth all things best. 
and m~lces no mi11takes. H~ car~ ~ 1 otJr ~orrows heal; yet again 
we hope when the day of ~ hifi;Aife is o'er then in heav
en with joy we'll greet tl1ee wJu! J'e no tears ever flow. 

Wri~ by, ' - S. N. LITTLE. 
(Who baptize~ him 28 years ago. f-ge 77 vears 6 months, 18 

days. Born Aug. 27th. 1845. • ~ · · ' 

• 

' 
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-· 
J . H. LOVICK. 

Mr. J. H. Lovick was born near Charleston, S, C., l\Iarch 3, 
1840; died in Columbus, Ga., Jan. 21, 1923, at the age of 82 year!:, 
10 months and 18 days. He joined the Freewill Baptist Churcl1 in 
early manhood and was soon after licensed to preach; •md servect 
the Lord in that capacity about 50 year. He was marrierl to Miss 
J oe Anna Searcy at· Butler, Ga., Dec. 25, 1870. Nine chiluren 
bleased their union. His v.ife, six children, 18 grand children, :inrl 
four great grand children are left to survive him. His li fe was one 
of duty and service to his Lord; alwa~ s ready to rai ~e the fa lieu 
and ltrengthen the weak. The word of God wls hi!> con~tant 

• thought and guide. Loving hands and grief-stricken hearts laid 
him to rest in peaee in Mt. Olive cemetery near Reynolds, Ga., 
Bro. W. J . Steatman performingthe funeral ceremony. fie awaits 
the resurrection morn when Christ ~hall ~ay: "Come re ble~~ed, in
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world." 

There's not a bright and beaming smile, 
Which in this w'Orld I see, 

But turns my t.11oughts to future joys, 
And whispers heaven to me. 

Tho! often here mY. soul is sad 
· And falls the silent tear, 

There is a world of smiles and love 
And sorrow comes not there. 

I never clasp a friendly hand, 
In greeting or fare well, 

But thoughts of my eternal home 
Within my bosom swell. 

There when we meet with holy joy no· thought~ of parting come 
But never-nding agea sti.Jl, sha II find us all at home. 

Written by hi1 daughter, MRS. LULA E. HALLFORD, 
Columbus, Georgia. 
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SISTER ELLEN BKYAN, 
Sister Bryan was born Nov. 23, 1855 and tlied Feb. 10 1922. 

Shew as· man·ied to W. T. B1·yan Nov. 20, 1878. Sist,l!r Bryan was 
a member of Sprng Hill Free\\·ill Bapti!'t Churcl1 30 years. She 
was a devoted Christiun and del ightcd to talk of Jesus and His 
love filling her place well in her church anrl advising the young 
to become children of God. Often :<he would solicit an interest in 
our devotions in the behalf of her "children. She was a light to 
her home and a friend to those in need. Sister Bryan Live to see 
all her children united with the rhUJch for which she was made to 
rejoice. She leaves a sorro\dng hu,;b:.11ul, three sons. and six dau- ,.. 
ghters to mourn for her. Children weep not but rather . rejoice 
that tn'>thet• is at rest ami free from all su.'fering and pain. Jes-
us has said: "Behold 1 come quickly a11'' m)' reward is with n1e 
to give every one according as his works sliaU be."It was indeed 

• sad to say good bye for the last time, but with that sweet asur
ance w·e hope to meet a'g:tin on the shores of that eternal bliss 
and glory. 

By pastor, REV. H. L. LUMPKIN. 

.. 

• 

\ 

Chattahoochee F'reewill Baptist Associa-tion 11 

CHURCH ORGANIZATION. 
. Preliminaries. When several believers wish to be organized 
ipto a church, tlley request a counc.il from some sister church. 

"'This council or committee (commonly called an arm) examines 
into. the, Christian character, doctrine and fellowship of thG 
applicants, and their ability to sustain a church. It the exami· 
nation is satisfactory, the organization proceeds as follows: 

The Bible is presented as the only rule of faith and prac- • 
bee. A church covenant is read and adopted. A prayer of 
consecration is offered. The hand of fellowship is given. The 
church then proceeds to elect its officers, which are a clerk, a 
treasurer, a pastor, and a board ">f directors, who constitute, 
with the pastor, a committee to promote order, activity, attend
ance, and the means of grace, benevolence, and Slll!icient dis
<"ipline in the church. Deacons should possess sound piety, 
good business capacity and large benevolence. They hold ol!iee 
at the pleasure of the church. They assist i~aptism and the 
Lord's Supper, have care of the· poor, and conduct rel.i&ioua 
meet:ngs in t.he absence of the paJ:tor. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Resolved, That we form an association upon the principles 
laid down in the Ho~JL,Scriptures. to-wit: Associations appear 
from Scripture and ecclesiastical hislory to have been originally 
formed, not from any positive injunction, either from Christ or 
His Apostles, but from mere expediency for the purpose of con
centrating the efforts of individual churches and bringing them 
to bear with greater energy upon the subjetts designed to be 
accomplished b~· those churches. The~· we1-e also considered <AS 
advisory council, and resorted to as su<'h, but never claimed any 
l"ight of lording it ov11r God's heritage. nor was their advice 
•.onsidered binding on the churcHes. ln a word, associations 
wo?re wnoUy dependen1: on churrhes, and churches were not 
iependent upon associations, and notwithstanding the power 
.brogated to themselves by some modern Baptist associations, 

we view them as being no"·het·e precetiented by the primitive 
usages of any self-created bodies. 

We, the deh•gates from our respecth·e churches, being au
thorized by our churches, to al!'rec to form ourselves into 8!1 
association, to be known by the name of the Chattahoochee 
United Free Will Baptist AssOciation, and v.•e promise not to 
withdraw ourselves. from this association without first stating 
our reasons to the bod\· for such intended withdrawal. 

It is proposed by the association, first to promote revivals of 
religion by c.amp and protracted meetings. Secondly, to take· an 
active part in Home Missions. It is not intended by this asso
ciation to discuss queries. It is not the design of this associa
tion to interfere in any way with tbe independence of churches 
eompoain&.it. It was .not intended to establish creeds, roles of 
discipline, or make any law w)latever to bind the churches, but 
to leave each church to regulate its own a1f!lirs. 

We, as an association, take the Old and New Testaments as 
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our confession of faith, as relates to the independency. 
We believe that a duly organized church eoiisists of a eon. 

gregation of saints baptized upon a creditable profeasion o1 
faith in Christ. Christ is the only Christia.n law¢ver e.nd 
supreme head of the churches, and the word of God the onJy 
infallible rule of faith and practice. Every man h4u; an inat. 
ienable right to priv11te judgment in concerns of religion, ant' 
an equal right to e>-'J)ress his opinion in any way which will not 
,·iolate the Jaws of Gild or the rignts of his fellow man. 

A cht»:ch has a right to adopt such measures only as are in 
accordanCj! with the Word of God, and such are deemei( neces
sary to carry into effect the great system of practice. 

The church is the highest ec.clesiastical tribunal on eanh, 
from whose decision there is no ap_peai. 

No change. alteration or amendment shall be made te this 
constitution unlll such change, alteration or ameniilllent ahal) 
have been presented to all the cllurcbes compoalnc thla aaao
ciation, and when two-thirds of all the cburebea eompo,inc 
this association shan have adopted or recommended Ln two 
o! their regular 'conferences successively 11ucb cnance, altera
tion or amendment, it shall then become a part and parc.al or 
this constitution. 

Rl'ad and :~dopU:id the above as the constitution of the Chat
tllhoochee Unitl'd Fre" W~ Rapti"t A~ociation. 

CHUMH DECORUM. 
1. The church may chcjpse p. pastor an~ually at the last 

regular conference in .the asSoda:?.onat year; or, if they prefer; 
it may choose a pastor for an indefinite length of time to con
t inue from year to year, sa long. as they. may deem it proper to 
kcepwp the connection. · 

2. When it becomes necessary; ··a pastor. Ji!ay be chosen at 
any other time; but if the choice be made 1lt a special confer
ence, the time must be appointed a't. a .monthly •meeting of the 
chnr<:'h. • . , : : ~ 

3. The pastor shall be .moder~tor of. the chll.rch, but when 
he is absent or does not sit as mad4lrator, some l!,uitable brother 
shall be appointed. to sit in his ·place. 

4. There sh:ll l be two or more deacons jn the church whose 
duty it shall be to superintend tbe collectio!l and disbursetnent 
of the COJ!tr(but\.ons made. by t.he church for the pastor, etc., and 
to distribute the bread and wine in the administration of the 
Lord's Supper. ~ 

5. The deacons shall take notice of ' such members as refuse 
or neglect to partake of the Lord's Supper and endeavor to 
a~certain the cause. that the same mav be laid before the ebnrcb 
In co!J:erence if necessary. -, 
• fl. Some suitable Unemher shall be appointed clerk and It 
shall he his du~· to <to all the recording and otber writing 
pertainjng to the business of the church, and to preserve a flle 
of the minutes of the association. 

7. When a new clerk is appointed, aU the books, etc., _. 
longinr to the elerk shall be imm.ediately delivered to him by 

) 
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his predecessor. 
8. When it becomes necessary, a committee of not Jess than 

three male members .well acquainted with business, shall b., 
appointed, whose duly it shall be to give advic:e to brethren who 
apply to them. relative to : n!:es of dealing, etc., with the church. 

9. The church shall hold a two days meeting monthly, em
bracing Satu~:day and the Lord's Day following, the firgl ot 
which shall be the re(_rular time of conference. 

10. It shall be the du~· of every member, male and female. 
to attend each conferell'('e meetin~ if they ca.n, for on that day 
the pastor is e.'Xpecl.ed to im;tl·urt the chm-ch in spiritual manner 
by giving plain a nd poi nted lessons on doctrine, discipline and 
the rule of holy living. 

11. Any 
1
male member who shall fail to atten(l three sur

cessive c.onferences, and any member whatever who may be 
generally remiss in altendin(! the meetings of the church accord· 
ing the covenant (Article 10) , shall be citl'd to appear in con
ference and answer for his ncl!lect, but the church may exempt 
members from this rule if neccsHu·y. 

12. Conferences shall ue openecl and conducted as follows: 
l. Praye1· (unless diYinc .-en·ire has just hcen conducted and 
generally then). 2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. 3. Open 
the door for the reception of members. 4. Call for ab!ilmtee~. 
5. For aclmowlec'. •ementE. G. For J'eferenceR or dt'ferred busi
ness. 7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come 
befo1·e the church. R. Miscellaneous busine~~. 

13. Visiting brethren. as helps called in from sister 
churches, shall be allowed to sptmk and make motions or 
seconds, but not allowed to ,·ote. 

14. Any orderly member of tht' Baptist church who does 
Mt hold this church in membership. m:<y b!! J'eceh·ed into thr 
church without a letter, when it is made apparent that his 
Christian characte;· is unimp!!:lchahle, and tha t he has applied 
for a letter and coultl uot ol.tllin it because he desired to join 
this or some l'ister church. All oth<!r members must join by 
letter or baJ?tism. 

15. No member shall be receh·ed without the unanimou~ 
~onsent of tbe members preser.t, but unreasonable objectiom 
shall not be valid, and unlr.s~: \Vithdmwn the m!!mber who makes 
them shall be liable to be tskl'n under dealing by the church. 

16. When the moderator calls for :>bsentees, the clerk ahall 
inform the church thnt members have liee:1 absent for three 
successh·e conferences, and the moderator shall appoint soml! 
brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference. 

17. No memhe+ l'h:<~ll he Pxpelled nnlMs he has been cited 
,.. verbally or in writing, to at1eno.l his trial; provided his resi

dence be known to the churrh. 
lb. When a witness, not a member of the church. is intl'O· 

duced, he shall not be e."<amin!'d till the question has been put 
to the church: "Will you hear the testimony of this witneet~!" 

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowlq.. 
m.mt shAll be. minuted in thP chnTCh book. 

20. Members dismissed from the churcb by letter who be-
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come disorderly, or continue t o hold their letters without a rood 
reason. shall be cited to t he conference to anawer for their 
conduct. • 

21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship c.a 
their r;etition if their walk since expulsion bu coJrrineed tba 
church that they have sincerely repented of their former e•il. • 

22. A vote shall not be taken on any question· without a 
move and a second, and in all important queations the •ote llball 
be taken by rising on their feet. · 

28. No othe.r motion shall be considered while a pre"fioua 
motion lmd second is before the conference. 

24.It shall be -considered disorderly for a member to abaeDt 
hJmaelf from conference when an important question is to be 
decided; but a member upon his request, may be exeueed b7 
the church from voting on either side in peculiar casu. 

25. No mell\ber shall leave the houee during conference 
without a llQfficient cause nor "nrare in con,.ereation er whi• 
pering without being subject to be called to order by the 
woderator. I 

26. All discussions in conference must hie conducted with 
calmness and good feeling; those who spea)c must rise to their 
Ceet and address t.he moderator, and keep to the point in debate. 

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same 
motion without pern1ission from the moderator, nor shall the 
remarks of any one IJe unreasonably long. 

2S. When the moderator speaks he must nominate SQDie 
brother in his st.P.ad. ' 

29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unleu it be 
necessary to call t he speaker -to order. 

tlO. It shall be the rule o! the churcl! to attend to the ad
ministration of the Lord's Supper at least four tim~ year, 
and the ~penees are to be paid by the church. 

31. Members not in good standing shall not ccmmune, but 
the administration shall not be deferred on account of an1 
ordinary matter of dealing. 

32. Feet washing shall be attended to as the church eaea 
pr~er. 

33. Public fal!ting, humiliation and prayer shall be ob
&erved on proper occasions. 

34. This decorum may be amended or altered Ly the •ota 
of two-thirds of the members pre~ut at any two · suece .. iw 
tnon~hly mHtin~ 

• 
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES. 
1. We believe that a Gospel Church, or a church of Christ, 

./ is a congregation of Cnristians constituted and governed ac
cording to the rules laid down in the New Testament. 

2. That those rules require churches to prcset·ve the form of 
governmont nnd the ordinances of the first Christian churches 
and to be composed of baptized bclie\·ers in Christ. 

3. That the visible church lis the aggrej:tllre or whole-num
ber of Gospel churches. ~<nd th11t the invi!<ihle church is com
posed of tho. redeemctl now in heaven, anti or such Christians 
on earth as ore not attached to the visible church, according 
to the Gospel rules. 

4. That the establishment or a central ot· catholic gov
ernment over the visible church , or a ny part thereof, is a devise 
of earthly ambition repugnant to th1: Word or God, subservient 
to the churches and dangerous t;o the libellfy of men. 

5. The Gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or 
tribunals authorized by the Scriptures; that each church has 
the unrestricted r ight lo administer its own government withou~ 
I!Upervision OJ' interference, being under Christ evsentially, inde
pendent and absolute; and that if this r ight be surrendered to 
a superintending jut·isdiction by delegation or otltenvise, the 
assembly ceases to be a Gospel church. 

6. That chut'Chc~o may nevel1heiess, we suppose, meet by 
delegates, form an association and declare the terms upon which 
they will l1eep up the ronespondcnce; but that the rights and 
authority o( <'hurches IJ(!ing inalienable, or in no wise compro
mised or hindered by entering into an 35Sociation, and therefore 
an association ha:; no aut.ho1·i t\r over churches or individuals, 
their only power being to transac~ business wbich does not 
p.:rta in t.o churches in their ecclesiastical capacit.y; to promote 
mutual inte1·course, and a concentration of voluntary effort, and· 
to .give that advice to churches which might with equal author
ity be given by any individual. 

7. That t.hn authority or the churches is designed for the 
perpetuation of the tJ·uc religion of the Gospl'l, a.nd for the 
preservati•m or a true and orderly hody of Ch 1·i~tians on earth; 
that it is full y sufficil'nt for the purpose inter•cfed, but that it 
:lnes not extend ln pcl·>on~, property or the consc:ienct'S of men 
in anv nulnllt'l' whah!\·ct·. 

ll. · That u,. on I~· I'C.<Jt;; · ilcs to church membership are faith 
:n Christ lllld nl:edien•·•• to the Gospel; that faith in Christ 
necel<~:uily e"i~is ;n ~n.mect .. m with the belief in the funds· 
mcntt\1 truth~ n~ C'hri~<t•nni:.y, and that to pres:ribe any other 
ro<qui ~i~e of such membtnhip is an assumption of authority on 
the part of thl' ~burch and a departure from the Gospel plan. 

9. That. the officers or a church nre elders and deacons: 
that the elcler s a re also called bishops or pastors; and all the 
elders are equal in r ank, though they may perform different 
funt'tinn!'--Rinrf' Mmtt m:l\' hp thP hi!'hnp" nr pa!d:nr!< of Jlltrticu. 
lar churches, while others may tle simply elders, having no pa&
tor•l charge . 
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<- 10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends 
to teaching exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he 
cannot perform any a'cts that belong to the authority of the 
church-such .as the rece'ption of members into the church 
compact. or the expul~;ion of offenders; that as a ~ember of ~e 
chu!'rh. ht> is-no more than any uther member, and If ~e !1 p1lty 
of. tr~tnEj!:J'Pssion be is. to bc brought to t r. al before ~111 bre~hren 
and <'Om•icted or •acquitted in the Sfltne manne~ as 1f. he waa a 
private pcr.-;on; ;·et we think it pntdent to call tn advisory help. 
especially if the minister is to lbe tried upon a ~barge of here~y. 

11. 1'hat Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer 
in water, in the name df the Fnther, and of the Son and ol the 
Hoh· Gho~t. . , 

12. !'hat the Lord's Supper and washin&" the 1a1nta foet 
a1•e ortlinanccs to be observed in the church Ul"til the Lord 
comes. • th · 

13. That elders and deacpns must be set apart to e1r , 
oHh! bv ordination or the imposition of the handl\ of' the 
presb~ tery and prayer, without which they are n?t autho~ 
to administer the ordinances pertaining to the1r reep...:tive 
office.~. 

14. No'Pteachl'l' shall bt> ordained unless called to J~Ute 
charge of a· church as pastor, or for some other good and 
sufficient reason. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH AND DOCI'RINAL VIEWS 

1. We believe that the Holy Bible was writt:en by '?en 
divinely insoired and is a treasure of heavenly mstruction; 
that it has God for its author, salvation for its end .• . the truth 
without any mixture of error for its matter; that 1t revea~s 
the principles by ~hicb God ·will jud~ us, and therefore tt 
shall remain with us ·to the end of tim.e the true center of 
Christian union and the su~me standard to which all human 
conduct and 0pinions conform.-Rev .. ~3:14; J ohn 5:39. . 

2. That there is one tru~ and }lymg God. who~e name 110 
Jehovah the maker and urler! of ·baven· and eul'th, mexpress
ible· glorious in holiness, worthy .Of a11 possible . honor, confi
dence and love revealed in the per.sonal distinction of Father, 
Son an!t Holy 'Ghost, equal in ,every divine perfection, and 
executing distinct but h'annoniqus ~;~fliees in the great work of 
redemptioru-Ex. 6:3; Pil;t. 33:18. l ~ · · 

3. That man was created in a state of holiness linder the 
law of his maker, but by vohm~- transgression · fell from 
that holy and happy ~state, in co~uence ot 'whiCh men are 
now sinners, no£ by conJ;traint, bUt liy chofce;; being by nature 
utterly devoid of holiness required by the law. of' God, wholly 
given to the gratification of the world, of Satan and their 
own sinful' passions, and therefore are under just condemna
tion to eternal ~in without defense or eX'< .se.--Gen, 1:2'1, 
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2:7, 3:6, 19, 23. 
4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, 

through the mediatorial office of the SQJl of God, who took 
· upon bi!llself our nature, yet without sin, honored the l::<w by 
His own personal obedience, and made atonement for sin by 
his death; being risen from the dead, he is now· enthroned in 
heaven, and uniting in his wonderful person1 the tendel'est 
sympathies with divine perfection in every \tay qualified to 
be suitable, compassionate and all sufficient Saviour.-Eph. 2: 
5, 5:8, Rom. 7:11. 

5. That the_Gospel blessings which ·Chtist 'in his fullness 
bestows on such as belie\'e in him, is justification. '1hat this 
justification consists · in the pardon of sin and promise of 
eternal life, upon principles of righteousness; that it is be
~;towed not in consider.1tior. of anything we do, but soiely 
through his own righteousness ;~nd atonement, and that bring:; 
us into a state of most blessed peace ad favor with God.
Rom. 8:30, Ezek. 18:28; John 3:14, 16, Rom, 8:17. 

6. That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by 
the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to receive them 
by a cordial and"bedient faith and that nothing prevents the 
salvation of the greatest sinner upon earth, but his own volun
tary refusal to submit to the Loord Jesus C-hrist, which ,.,.Jusal 
W1ll subject h1m to an ag,1·avat.t:d condemnatlun.-Mat·k 1U:16, 
John IJ.:20; 118. 20. 

4 7. That in order to be taved we f!lUSt be regenerated. ur 
obedience to the Go~ pel; and that its evidence is found in the 
holy fruit. which we bring forth to God.-John 3:;j-S, Malt. 
~ :8-10. 

8. That election is the gracious purpose of God. according 
to wb ieh he re~enerates, eanctifies and ~aves sinners. it being 
perfectly consi5lent with the free a~ency of man, that it com
prehends all means with the end; that it is a glorious displny 
of God'5 goodnes~. being infinit~>Jy wise, holy, ll·1Changc;nbl~; 
born again; that regener;~tion consi~ts of giving a ;· oly t!ispo
sition to the mind and is affeded in a manner abov~ our c'lm
pz;ehension by t he power of the Holy Spirit, producing volun•.ny 
that it utterly tixcludes boasting and promotes humili ty, pra,.-~r. 
praise, trust in God a'nd active imitation of his free mercy, 
that it encourages the u~e of means in the highest degree; that 
it ia the foundati on of Christian assurance. and that to ascertain 
it with regard lo ot: ·selves, demands . and deserves our utmost 
cfilir;enc:e. 

t . That the preserving atia~hments of true belie,·ers to 
Christ is the grand mark which distinguishe~ them from super
ficial possessors; that a special Providence w:o.tches over their 
welfa~e, and that they are kept by the po-;v~r of God through 
fait.h unto ~alvation.-Eph. 1:1-2. 

lO. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule 



18 li!H\VTES 

of his Go,·ernmept; that it is holy, just and good; that the 
inability .which the S: riptures ascril:e to fallen man to fulfill ita 
precepts. ari,es entirely from• his lo,·e of s;-, i to deliver him 
througil a medinto1· to unfeigned obedience ·~. t:1e1holy :aw, is 
one design of the Gospel and of the means of grace C1)nnected 
wath the esutblish:nl!nt of the visibl~; church.-.:u~.tt. 5:13. Luke 
10 :13·20, 14:17. . 

11. That tht first day o! the ···eek is t!:e ;_ord's day, or 
Christian Sabbath; that it t hould h.- i-.ept sa;.:rL<i w rel igious 
purposes by abstaining from all secular labor and recreation; 
by the direct observunce of all mean~ oi ~;race, both p~l•.: · and 
private, and prep:uation for that rest which remains for the 
children of God.- Ex. 19:8. Ht:b. 4:!1. ThE>ss. 1: 7, Psa. lG:!l. 

12. That civil .government is of divine appointment for the 
inter<>st nnd. p:ood order of human society, that magistrates are 
to be pra~eQ fur con~cientiously . honored and obe~·ed irr-":\11 
things not contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
the Lord of the conscience and Prince of the ldngs on earth.
Ex. 23:7, Acts 23:5, Tim. 5:17. 

13. That there is a rndica.l and essential difTcrence between 
the ri~hwous and the wicked; that such only as are justified by 
fnith in the name of the Lord Jesus, and uanctified by the 
Spirit of God are truly righteous in his esteem, while such as 
continue in impenitepre and In unbelief, are in his sight wicked 
and uncler this curse. and tbis distinction holds good among men 
both,in and after death.-Matt. 25:46> Mark 16:16. 

14. That the end of this world is approaching, wber. Christ 
will deszend f ron: heaven and raise the dead from their graves 
to final retribution; that a '"!'9lemn separation will then take 
place, the righteous being adJudr;ed to everlasting happiness, 
and the wicked to endless punij;hment, and this judgment will 
fix forever the fina.l state of man in 'bea,,·eii or hell, on principlea 
of rie-~t(!()usnea,..-John 5:25, .Matt: 25:34:41:46. 
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CHURCH LETI'ER. 

From Church._________ County, G:oa 
To the members and mesaeDgers composing the Chattahoochee 
United Free Will Baptist .Association to convene witwb.___, ___ _ 
Church County, 

We have called. Bro ....for OUI' pastor for the 
ensuing year. Spiritual condition of th.e church.. ____ _ 
Time of meeting ___ Sunday, Served by Rev __ _ 

We send as representatives ------------· Received b, 
letter ; received by profession of faith__ _____ ; 
received by experience__ __ ; number expellecL _______ ; 

dismissed. by letter-----; paid for minutes-
paid for correspondence_ _____ ; paid for building and repairin~ 
::hurcbes __ . -----i ordamed ministers ______ ; P. 0·----i 

• total membership of church---; num}ler who have died,.._ __ 
day of __ _ 

This done. bl order of the church in conference this --- 
·-----------Churcp Clerk, P. 0 . ---------
____________ Moderator, P. 0. - -------

ORDER' OF BUSINESS OF UNION MEETINGS. 

l. Tbe body called to order by the Moderator If be Is present, 
If not the body may select some suitable member to act 
as Moderator, pro tern. 

3. Election of Moderator and Clerk. 
4. Invite visiting bretbren to seats. 
5. Appointment of committee!!. 
6. Call for correspondent . 
7 . Appointment of correspondents. 
8. Appoint Ume and place of holding next SllSSioo. 
9. Call for reports of commltteer. 

10. Call for miscellaneous business. 
11. Call for reading and adopting mlnutee. 
12. Adjournment . 

v 
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STATISTICAL TABLE 

CHURCHES COUNTIES PASTORS 

Litt)e Beth~! --·----~--- Macon ---7 ---------- - H .. L Lumpkin ------------------
St: James ------------- ·L~e--Alabama ---------· W. M. Hal) ------- ------------ --
Mt. Ol!Te - -------- ----- Taylor ------------- - - W. T. Lovick --------------------
St. Johns -------------- · Muscogee -------------- J. W. Steadman ---"-------- - ---·--
Spring .Hill -----~------ Marion -------------- - · H. L. I.ulJlpkin ----------- -------
Bethany -------------- Marion - ------------- - s. R. Lawhorn - ------------------ -
Pleasant Hill ---------- ~chley -------------- -· K C. Grimsley ___ .: ______________ _ 
Turner's Chapel ------- Taylor ------------- --- C. H. Moore --------- - ---.,---- - --
Trinity -----------~--- · Taylor ------------- -- E. C. Gril,nsley - - ---------·---------
Providence _________ _:__ Muscogee --------- --- -- H. L. Lumpkin _____________ • ____ _:_ 
New Prospect --------- Turner ______ _; ______ --- W. L. Harrell --------------------
New Life ------------- Marion ------------- -- H. L. Lumpkin ---~---------"--~--
Macedonia ------------ Bibb -------------- --- J. It. Hunt. --------...,.----------=--
Ideal Church ---------- Macon -------------- - J. R Hunt. - -------------------.:. __ 
New Prospect ---------· Taylor ------------- -- A. L. Lane -~--------------------
Bethel ---------------- Worth -------------- -- W. R. Lawhorn -------------------
Bulah -------------- -- Taylor ---- --------- -- C. H. Moore _________ _: ___________ _ 

Liberty Chapel -------- · Bibb -------------- ---- W. C. Jones----------------------
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'i _, .c ... "0 2] .. f :a ...;.ccji;o"::.., • 
g."'• ·"a ·"" .D :I 

~s~~~~~ {?. ~ 
181 ll 21161 21 81 811801$12.001 1 
21--1--1--1--1 61--1 221 1.601 s 

271--1 4!--1 11161--11671 6.001 2,4 
161 11 71--1--1 81 81 881 8.001 1,2; S,4 
21--1--1 Sl--1--1--1 861 2.601 2 
ll ll 11--1--1--1--1 601 5.001 1 

--1--1--1--1--1--1--1 261 1.oot 1 
11 l l ll--1--1 21--1 861 6.001 4 

--1--1--1 ll--1--1--1 281 4.001 4 
61 ll .11--1--1--1--11081 7.001 4 

--1--1--1--1 61--1--11881 10.001 8. 
--1--1 21--1--1 21--1 761 6.00] 8 
--1--1 61 21 61 41--1 241 S.OOJ 1,2, 8,4 
161--1 41--1--1 61--1 861 8.001 7 
--1--1--1--1-\:l-'-1--1 461 8.601 2 
--1--1--1--1--1 21--1 821 S.OOI 2 
--1--1--1 21--1--1--1 SOl 2.601 8 
--1--1--1--1--1--1--1 881 s.OO\ 1~2,. M 
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