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ORDER OF BUSINESS OF UNION MEETINGS.

1. The body called to order hy the Moderator if he is present,
if not the body may select some suitable raember to ar’
as-Moderator, pro tem. | | |

2. = Call For.Corresponding Letters.

3. Electiﬁn' of Moderﬁtbr and Cilerk.. - .' e
4. fnvi’te Viéiting brethré_n to seats, -
5 Appointment of cbmm_ittees_. | | : o ,, o s
6. Call for correspohdeht;_' o0 .

7. | APDDintment _Of. correﬂ’;sp‘pnqents; ;
8. Appoi.nt _time and plé,ée of hqlding next session s |
9. Call f.dr. reﬁﬂrts lofl-;:;)‘mnrlittees.” .

10. Cal'l.'.for_iﬁisceilaﬁeous business.

11. -Call for reading and "gqogtigg minytes,



| .MINUTES |
" The \Jlnety-l‘ourth Session of the Chattahoochee Umted Free-
will Baptlst Association convened with New Prospect Chmch Turn-
er County, Georgia, commencing on Thursday night before the First
Sunday  in Octeber, 1929. The Introductory Sermon was preached on

Friday morning at 11:00 o clock by Rev W. T. Lovick from Hebrews
2nd chapter, 3ra verse.

After an 111telmls ion of one and one half hours for refresh-
nients the body was called to order by the former Moderator, Rev.
H. L. Lumpkin. Invited visiting brethren to seats with us in the body.

Called for Corresponding Letters and received letters and delegateq
f1 om the following churches

Trlnlty-—BV Letter.

St. Jameb—H L nghton, W. K. qupentel, N. H. Hutchlnson
J. T. Moody. | |

Ideal—By Letter. -
New Prospect—T. J .' Little, G. C. Xing, G. L. Sheppard,
M. F Farten, C. H. Culpepper, G. D. Parten - |

St. John's—J. E. Halford B. D Lawson A J. Halford, Bra dley
Ham, Gussie Homes - |

New Llfe——James D'lIllE‘l Sam Danlel
Bethany—By Letter
Spring Hill—E.” L. Corley

‘Mt. Olive—G. B. Windham, Riley Wmdham, Bart Anﬂelﬂon

Little Bethel—R. N. MeclInvale, Luttie Meclnvale, Bessie Emmer- |
son, Inez Mclnvale, G. D. Perry, B. L Rabum

Beulah—B y Letter,
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Providence—Elwood Tomblin.
Turner’s Chapel—Will Garrett. | |
- The body then permanently organized by electing Rev. H. L.
Lumpl-:in, Mcderatcr and Rev. W. D. Gill, Clerk.
| Called for Petitionary Letters and received one from Friendship
Church, Bibb County, .Ga., and seated the delegates, C. S. Nelaon and
J. W. Hightower. -
| Ca:ed for Cone%pondlng Mescengers and received RBevs. W L.
Harrold and K. O. Brown from the Little River Association.

By motion appoinied the various committees as follows:

On Preaching—T. J. Little, Barto Amerson, James Daniel.

On State of the Churches and Character of the Ministry—G@G. D.
Perry, G. C. King, J. E. Halford, Sam Daniel, -G. B. Windham.
On Té’l‘i‘iperanbemBeSSie Emmerson, Gussie Ham, Rev. W. T.
Lovick,: | | -

Sabbath Schools—D. E. Green, IElwecod Tomblin, J T, Mood3

On Finan ce—W. H. Emmerqon W. R. Lawhorn, B. L. Raburn. .

On Sabbath Observance—E. L. Corley, S. R. Lawhorn, C. W.
- Richardson. |

.

MISCELLANEOUS 'BUSINESS

Appointed -rorresponding ‘messengers to our .Sishter-assﬁciations"
-as follows: =

'10 the L1tt1n River Asqocmtlon——Revs J. H. L1ttle W R. Law- -
horn.

To the Georgla Umon—-Revq W. H. Enimerson, H. L Lumpkln-
. W. H. ]mmerson |
To the__.South_ Georgla—-ReV._H. L. Lumpkin.

" Next agreed that the Clerk have 750 .coples of the Minutes '_
printed and that he he paid $15.00 for his services. |

Appointed the same Executive Commlttee

By motion agreed ‘to have the proceedings of - the Union Meet-
ings printed in the Minutes.

By motion the body admgrned until 9:00 o’clock Saturday. a. m.

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION

At 9:00 oc,lock Saturday morning the body mét.
prayer were led by Rev. B. O. Brown.

‘meet with St. John’s church, Columbus,

Smﬂ'mg and
Next agreed that this body
Ga., commencing on Thurs-
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day night before the.ﬁrst Sﬁnday in _()Ctobef,"1930_, and that ReV. L.
" E. Fieids preach the Intrcductory Sermon Friday at 11:00 a m, and

Rev. W. R. Lawhorn, alternate. Delegates going by railroad ‘will be
met at the depot at Columbus on Thursday.

| The Circular Letter prepared by Rev.” 8. L. Lawhorn was Or-

 dered printed in the Minutes. On motion that Rev. W. H. Emmerson
wiite the next Circular Letter to this body. ‘Mection made and car-
ried that we pay the expenses of our correspondence which was
$7.50. Motion made and carried that ithe request of Friendship'-church
be granted in regard to ordaining Bro. J. W. Hightower at this ses-
sion of the Association and that Revs. J. J. Jones, H. L. Lumpkin,
W. H. Emmerson act as ordanining council. The body was dismissed
for preaching until 1:30 p. m. -

At 1:30 p. m. the -body was t;all_ed' to order, singing and prayer
- by Rev. J. T. Little. | . |

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

ON PREACHING—Friday night 7-30 o’clock, Rev. L. E. Fields

to preach and Rev. W. H. Emmerson to follow; Saturday at 9:30 a.

m., Rev. B. O. Brown to preach; Saturday at 11 a. m. Rev W. L

~Harrold to preach, J. W. Culliver to follow; Saturday night at 7:30 "

~ o’clock, Rev. C. W. Richardson to preach; Sunday at 11:00 o’clock,
"Rev. L. E. Fields to preach. S

T. J. LITTLE, Chairman.

ON TEMPERANCE

We, your committee on Temperance make the following report:
We hear that some in our bounds have been a litle intemperate. We
ask that they sbstain from all intemperance; that they be temperate
_i1_1 eating, drinking, in conversation and in all things. We can
be interperate in conversation as well as other things. We urge that
all pastors preach on this subject quarterly. -

- -~ BESSIE EMMERSON, Chairman.

ON SABBATH SCHOOLS

o We, your committee on Sunday Schools, render the following re-
port: As therz are some churches in our Association which have no
sunday Schoois we recommend that the pastors of all our churches



4 Minutes, Chattahoochee Free-will Baptist Association |

¢o all they can that is necessary toxfard the Sunday school .or
l.eague service, |

L W . A

REV. D. E. GREEN, Chairman.

ON SABBATH OBSERVA\TCE-‘

We, your commiitee, make the following report We find some
of our members are hungering for things of this world on their

raeeting days and we recommend that our preachers preach more on
this subject and that the deacons and officers of the church practice

all these ordinances and do all in their power to prevent all cf these
‘Sunday open doors.” )

E. L. C_ORLE.Y, Chairman.

ON STATE OF CHURCHES AND CHARACTER
OF THE MINISTRY

'We, your committee, make the following report: We find all of
the churches in good standing and all of the ministers in good stand-
~ ing except Bros. P, H. English and J. M. Suller. We ask that their
“names be dropped from the Ministerial Roll, and recommend that
their churches deal with them for disorderly conduct. We also ask
‘that Bro. J. F. Guinn’s name be dropped from the Roll for contempt |

’ G. D. PERRY, Chalrnlan
&

—

| REPORT ON FINANCE

- We, your committee on Finance, find pald in from the Vanous.

| churches $86. 50. .
REV W H. EMMERSON Chalrman

Motmn made and carrled that this body endorse the actlon of
the ‘Georgia Union Association. By motion the body returned thanks
to New Prospect church and the community for their kindness and
hoap1tallty during our sojourn with them. By motion the body ad-

journ to meet with St. John s church, Columbus, Ga., in the Year of
Our Lord 1930

REV. H. -L.LUMPKIN, Moderator.
REV. W. D. GILL, Clerk.
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PIxOCEDDINGb OF UNION MEETINGS

"The First District Union Meetmg met  with Beulah Church
Taylor County, Ga., commencing on I riday night before the ‘third
Sunday in Juiy, 1929. The body was called to order by Rev. C. H.
‘Moore, the former Moderator being absent. Elected Rev. W. H. Em-

ierson, Moderator and Rev. H. H Massey, Clerk. Called for Cor-
responding ‘Letters and received letters and delegates from the fol-

lownw churches:

Turner’s Chapel—H. S Moore, E. J. Wamwnght J. A Splllele,
SIS er Florence Wamwrlght |

Moore’s Chapel—Sister Chr1st1an Moore, J. D. W’mdham

- Little Betl*el———"VIrs W. H. Emmelson, Mrs. J. T, Lawhorn, Mr.
and Mrs B. L. Raburn | o

Beulah—-—-A R. Lawhorn, S. 1. Lawhorn

Mt. Olive—Bart Amerson, G B. Wlndham, W J Cluldres Losm_._
Windham, Annie L. Windham. - | . |

New Prospeot—-—Lome Lowe Eva Trussell Helen L‘me

| Next. appomted Committee on Preaehmg A. R. Lawhorn, S. I.
Lawhorn, L. J. Wamwnght G B. Windham, W L. Lane.

Motion and agreed that this. body ‘meet with Mt. Olive clnuch,
commencing on Friday night before the Second Sunday in July, 19890.

. The Introductory Sermon to be preached Saturday at 11:00 o‘clock by

‘Rev. W. H. Emmerson, Rev. C. H Moore, Alternate. Delegates gomg'
'by rallmad will be met at Reynolds, Ga., on Friday. |
-~ REV. W. H. LMMERSON Moderator, |
REV. H. H. MASSEY, Clerk.-

| The Second Disirict Uniort Meeting met with Sprmg Hlll church, |
Marion County, Ga., commencing on Friday night before the First |
Sunday in August, 19‘3’9 The body was called to 01der by the former
-~ Moderator, Rev. E. C. Grimsley. Called for Correspondmg Letters.
Letters received and delegates were seated: Elected E. C. Grlnosley. |
Moderator and Bro. J. L. Patrick, Clerk. By motion Rev. E. C Grims-
ley, A.-S. Waller, Sam Daniel were appointed as delegates to the.
- First District Union Meeting to convene Wlth Mt Ollve church in
1930. - -
- By motion agreed that this body meet with Trlnlty Chulch

Taylor County, ‘Ga., commencing Friday night before the Fourth
Sunda}_ in Jul_}.rr 1930. Delegates will be met at Mauk, Ga., on Friday.

-REV. E. C. GRIMSLEY, Moderator,
REV J L. PATRIGK Clerlx. ‘
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LICENSED MINISTERS
R. .H. Windham . ____ e e Reynolds, Ga.
B, D, Lawson e —— 2317 Olive St., Columbus, Ga.
Baito Yomblin .- _______ Route 3, Columbus, Ga.
.. A. Yuymale oo __________ 616 Fourth Ave.,. ‘Phenix Clty, Ala.
'H."_F. Lawhorn oo S Slloam Ga.
| | MINISTERIAL ROLL.
Elder D. E. Green ._...._...'...__'____H___“h___;__;“____;__;___ 1deal Ga
lulder C. W. Richardson _- 704 North Railroad St., Phenix City, Ala.
Elder . J. J. Joaes ____...__..._.._.________...__._.___________,_,__-.__'. Ideal, Ga.
Islder B, F. Green ___.______________ 408——28th St Columbus, Ga.
Klder E. C. Grimsley o eeinic——— Geneva,:Ga.
Elder W "I, Lovick —_._.___ i ——— Reynolds, Ga.
‘Elder W. D. Gill o oo . _______ Manchester, Ga.
BElder W H. Emerson ——c—eeee——_—_.___________ Butler, Ga.
Elder H. L Lumpkin o __.. e Mauk, Ga.
Elder S N. Little . _.____ ———— e S Ashburn, Ga. h
Flder J. V Klosser —e——eoo___________ Reynolds, Ga.
Elder W. R Lawhorn _____ ' _______________ ——=———— Butler, Ga.
Elder W T. Grimsley . ____ Geneva, Ga.
Elder. C. H. Moore ___ . ___________ No. 8 C St., Thomaston, Ga.
Rlder S. R. Lawhorn ___.__ . . Mauk, Ga.
Elder d. W. Culliver  Rupert, Ga
Elder J. L. Patrick ___________._._ 8107—4th Avenue, Columbus, Ga.
Elder W R Merritt — oo ____________ Reynolds, Ga.'
Elder J. H. Little _______ R —emmccecmmee—z—m.. Ashburn, Ga. .
[‘lder W. W. Thorpe ———_ oo Dooling, Ga. -
Elder W. B. Mm.,Danlel e 607—-2nd Avenue, Phenix City, Ala. :
 Elder A, L. Lane —__..__________________________ Reynolds, Ga. .
- Elder R. L. Burnett __._____.________ 205—8th St., Columbus, Ga.
Flder H. H. Massey o _____ - 116 Avenue G, Thomaston, Ga. ~

- Elder J. W. Hightower . __________ 124 Grady St., R. 8, Macon, Ga.
~ Elder A. C. McKinnon e ._____________ Columbus, Ga.

Elder W. B. Posey ——o—___ e e Butler, Ga.
Elde1 L. E. Fields _H_“H__“_.__;__ 812——2nd Ave,, Phem\ City, Ala, |
CHUR(‘HES CLERhS A\TD POSTOFFICES |
ethany—Mag sie Palmer ________ S : 1, Geneva, Ga.._ |
- St. Johns—Darris McKnignt __________ —eeem—ce— Columbus, Ga.

F;‘iendship—Hazel-Harry _______________ 7 Holt Ave Macon, Ga.
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New Prospect—G. C. King ~ . Shingier, Ga.
Mt. Olive, J. S. Windham __. . _____ Reynolds, Ga.
Trinity, B. F. Waller ____ . ____-________________: Charing, Ga.
New Prospect—Helen Lane - Reynuld Ga.
Turners Chapel, C. H. MOOYe L. Butler, Ga.
Beulah, Mrs. C. E. Lawhorn I S ——_-—_ Butler, Ga.
St. James—P. ¥. Brown __._____ ‘805——1st. Ave., Phenix City, Ala.

~.'L1ttle Bethel, ¥, L. Rayburn e i Ideal, QGa
Sprmg Hill—-E. L.’ Corley e e e . MATK, ‘Ga.

New Life—Lee Dumel e e e — e Mauk, Ga.
Providence, M. ‘E. Tomblin —____. -___.;.._._.__.__.____.__. Columbus, Ga.
Jdeal Church—ATl'1z Chapman . _______ Ideal, Ga.

\Ioores Chapzl—-—J D Wmdham ________'__;______;__,. Thomaqton, Ga.

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE _
WINDHAM _____ . _________________ Reynolds, Ga.

G. B.
R. N. McINVALE N Ideal, Ga.
A. S. WALLER Charing, Ga.
J. H.

| DUNLAP oo _______ Butler, Ga.
REV. J. J.JONES . ______..________Ideal, Ge.
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'OB‘ITUARIES

BROTHLR W A, DA’\TIEL |
Brothel Damel was born May 3, 1858 and departed this hfe Nov

- 1st, 1928, making ‘his stay on earth 70 years, 5 months and 28 days.

He was a member of New Life Church, Marion County, Ga., for a
rumber of years. Brother Daniel was loved by all who knew him. He.
was a faithful father and husband, bf“lng the father of seven chlldren,

'flve sons and two daughters Father, we miss thee so much but we

know the Lord doeth all things well, so sleep”on till the resurlectlon' |
when the Lord shall call and we will awake to meet Him and His

holy angels, in the cloud of _réSt for God’s people, in the Great Be-

~ REV. W. R. LAWHORN, His Pastor.

e T . * 4 - . i °
t L ' st o : —— -t
"y ) .

SISTER PARTEN

| Slster W. Parten was born Janualy 27, 1849, departed thls life

‘May the 20th making her stay on earth 80 years. She was a con-
~ scientious member of Prospect Church She was loved by her church
and by all who knew her, and will be missed at the church and her

f.iends will miss her greatly. She leaves six children to mourn their

loss; also 30 grand-children and six great-grand children mourn her
dea.h. Our loss was Heaven’s gain for we believe from the life she

. lived that her scul is now resting with God of mercy. May all of her

children, grand-children and great -grand chﬂdren strive to meet her

In heaven,
A light from our household is gona
| A voice we loved is still .
: A place is vacant in our hearts ni -
E,-- . . R

That never can be filled.
She’s gone to the world zbove

~/  Where saints and angels meet
To realize our Saviour’s love

- And worship at His feet.
'ELDER J. J. JONES, Her Pastor,



Minutes, UhattahoOchee'Free_-will Baptist Asseciat.ien 9

IN LOVING MEMORY OF SISTER E. W. TOMBLIN

. Sistel Mattie Esther Tomblin was born Jan. 30, 18‘Jb \vasr;fllar- |
- ‘ried to E. W. Tomblin Sept. 8, 1912 and died Feb. 27, 1929, Three

~ children were born to this union, viz. Edward, Elizabeth and Ellen.
Sister Tomblin joined the Free- -will Baptist church = at Provu}er{ce
Muscogce County, Ga., early in life and was a faithful, Christian

‘woman. It was the writer’ S happy pr1v1lege to administer to her
haptism and to officiate at her wedding. Besides her sorrowing hus-

band and children she leaves an aged mother and a host of friends

tc mourn her passing. May heaven’s most choice benedictions rest

rest upon those that are so much . bereaved
- Her Pastor, o A
E-LDER H. L. LUMPKIN.

REV G, P BOGGS

O.ur lovin;r 'paster and friend departed thls life on Aprll O, 1929

'-He was b9 years of age. He leaves a testimony that will never die.
© To know him- was to love him and his friends were numbered by his
acquaintances. A kinder or more loving man could not be found. He
served St. John’s ChUICh as pastor for four years and a great work

was done by him.as many were led to the feld of Chrlst by hlb |

preaching an teachings.

He leaves a” wife, three daughters, one son and three step-chil-

dren, and many friends to mourn his passing.

Oh where is our Brother dear'
‘Gone home te a mansion falr
\To more he’ll sorrow here for he’s happy,
In his mansion there.
But he has crossed the river,
He’ s with the angels now,
He has laid aside earth’s crosses,
And the crown 1s on his brow.
“He is clothed in clean, white linen,
| And he walks the sireets of geld
- Oh loved one safe forever,
Within the Saviour's fold, -
God in His wisdom has recalled
- . The boon His love has given,
‘And though the body moulders here
The soul. is safe in Heaven,

DORRIS McKN IGHT -




S, -

10 Minﬁfes, Chattahoochee Fre.e-will Bapti_St.Asseciation |

SISTER MAGGIE BROWN |
On October 9, 1928, the death angel v151ted the ‘home of Bro.

Brown and stole away the sweet spirit ~of his loving compauion.

Sis.er Maggie Brown was a member of St. John’s Free-will Baptist |
Church, She was seventeen year of age. Sister Brown leaves her hus- -

wand, mother, father, msters and brotners bemdes nosts of friends to
meurn he1 passing., |

| DOR:R-_I-S McKNIGHT._'

- CIRCULAR LETTER
“FREE SALVATION”
To the Chattanoochee Free will Bapt1st Assomatlen

We were hopelessly lost and condemned to die; were wi thout an
attorney to represent us before an outraged, insulted and offended

God. We had no one to plead our case, to win the heart of God. But

Jesus, His only begotten son, the expression of Divine love, under-
took our case and sued for pardon. He offered to pay the debt for us
to become our substitute, and die in our stead, satisfy Divine Justice
thus appeasing the wrath of .the outragad Dixinn'Soverifrn of the

~ world . He became our Mediator and Reconciler and won for us our

pardon and forgiveness. Salvation is not by the law, neither can we'.
do one single thing to merit it, nor can we, by any act of our, win’
Divine favor. No, we _cannot make one payment on the debt char'ged
against us We are absolutely the trophles of free redemptmn on His

o part.

“Jesus pa1d it all A]l to Him I owe.”

He as freely gave H1mself a ransom for Us as any free eﬁ‘eung’

- was ever made. He provided for us a salvation in His own death and

resurrection, and it is for any soul that will have it. It is true that

- we may be willing and glad to make restitution and personal confes-

sion-and may do it if we possibly can, but that does not obtain for us

salva ion. . We say with the poet.

n my hand no price I brmg
Simply to thy cross I cling.

As_ a guilty, undone wretch we must fullj‘r" and uneondition.a.lly
surrender at the foot of the

cross, and with a  penitent, breaking
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. heart say “Lord have mercy upon me a sinner, ;” and believe in Christ
" our Saviour for salvation. By accepting Jesus who became our sub-
stitute, as our Saviour, God accepts us as his children and his -sons,
and thus we are freely and Wondelful_ly saved. “By grace are ye
~ saved through faith and that not of yourselves. It is the gift of God,
" not of works lest any man should boast.” Sometimes we fear that
the devil makes the sinner believe he can never meet the conditions,
when we preach on restitution and confession, and thus he makes the
-poor sinner believe salvation is by works. We are only promised sal-
vation now, and to put off surrendering until some future time be-
_"cause we must make some restitution or confession which we cannot
make now, 'is a most dangerous thing. One may die any moment,
. hence we should never procrastinate a single moment, Surrender!
Christ is your substitute; He has cancelled the debt; He has secured

| ~ your pardon and God will accept you now. God is no tyrant, He is a

tender, loving, Heavenly Father. Let one do all he can do, even make

~full restitution and a personal confessmn but even then he is as -
- much lost as if he had done nothing and unless he accepts un-

merited, free salvaiion in Jesus Christ he will never be saved. Not
by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His
~ mercy hé saved us by the washing of regeneration and renewing of
the Holy Ghost. We must give up all and take all; it is an exchange
.. In which we get the better of the bargain and where the other party
is fully satisfied, for his demands have already been met in the sac-
~ rifice given for us. The innocent stood for the guilty, the free man
~ for the condemned man, the holy one for the unholy one. Such an
exchange cannot be contemplated in its unmerited love. by the smne1
but it is true He died for us and we live because He lives, we are

-' ~ saved because He paid the ransom for us. Glory to. God and to the

Lamb forever! How much I owe is the question. I owe Him love be-
vond compare, devotion truer than any heathen devotee gives to his
1dol, and gratitude that dissolves the heart with thankfulness. Why
should not a. redeemed sinner sing “Jesus lover of my- soul”? Why
- should he no{ revel in His presence and exclaim Him to be the fair- -
est among ten thousand, the one altogether lovely? VVhy should not
I throw myseif before Him and say “To thy cross I cling”? He be-
came my substitute out of love unmerited, unfathomed, deeper than
‘the sea, higier than the Heavens. O wonderful Christ! O blessed
~Saviour, Thou art mine and I am thine, glory to God!

S. R. LAWHORN.
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. - CHURCH ORGANIZATION.

Preliminaries, . When several believers wish to be organized
into a church, they request a council from some sister church.
This council or committee (comimonly called an arm) examines
into the Christian character, doctrine and fellowship of ths

applicants, and their ability to sustain a church. If the exami.
nation is satisfactory, the organization proceeds as follows:

The Bible is presented as the only rule of faith and prac-

tice. A church covenant is read and adopted. A prayer of

consecration is offered. The hand of fellowship is given. The.

church then proceeds to elect its officers, which are a clerk, a

treasurer, a pastor, and a board of dlrectors who constltute,
with the pastor, a committee to promote'order, activity, attend-
ance, and ‘the means of grace, benevolence, and sufficient dis-
cipline in the church. Desacons should possess sound piety,
good business capacity and large benevolence. They hold office

- at the pleasure of the church. They assist in baptism and the

Lord’s Supper, have care of the poor, and conduct rellgwu:

- meetings in the abqence of the pastor,

-CONSTITUTION.

Recolved' ‘That we form an association "'upon the princliples
laid down in the Holy Secriptures, to-wit: Associations appear

" from Scripture and ecclesiastical history to have been originally

formed, not from any positive injunction, either from Christ nr
His Apostles, but from mere expediency for the purpose of con-

centrating the efforts of individual churches and bringing them
- to bear with greater energyv upon the subjects designed to be

accomplished by those churches. Theyv were also considered as

- advisory council, and resorted to as such, but never claimed any

vight of lording it over. God’s heritage, nor was their advice
,oncldeled binding on the churches. In a word, associations

~were whollv dependent on churches, and churches were not

dependent upon associations, and notwithstanding the power
brogated to themselves by some modern Baptist associations.
we view them as being nowhere p1ecedented by the pnmlt ve
usages of any self-created bodies. -~

We, the delegates from our respective churches, being au-
thorized by our chmches to agree to form ourselves into an

~asseciation, to be Lknown by the name of the Chattahoochee
~ United I'ree Will Baptist Association, and we promise not to .

withdraw ourselves from this asqomatlon without first statlng
our reasons to-the bodyv for such intended withdrawal.
It is proposed by the association, first to promote revivals of

religion by camp and protracted meetmgs, ‘Secondly, to take an

active pa1t in Home Missions. It is not intended by this asso-
ciation to dircuses queries. It is not the design of this associa-
tion to interfere in any way with the independence of churches
composing it. Tt was not intended to establish creeds, rules of
discipline. or nmiake any law whatever to bind the churches but

to leave each church to regulate its own affairs.

We, as an association, take the Old and New? Testaments as
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our confession of faith, as relates to the independency. '
-~ We believe that a duly organized church consists of a con.
gregation of saints baptlzed upon a creditable profession ot
faith in Christ. Christ is the only Christian lawgiver and
supreme head of the churches, and the word of God the only
infallible rule of faith and practice. Kvery man has an inal-
ienable right to private judgment in concerns of religion, and
an equal right to express his opinion in any way W}nch will not
violate the laws of God or the rights of his fellow man. '
- A church has a right to adopt such measures only as are in
accordance with the Word of God, and such are deemed’ neces-
sary to carry into efiect the great c;ystem of practice.

The church is the highcst ecclesiastical trlbunal on earth,
{rom whose decision there is no appeal.
~ No change, alteration or amendment shall be made to this

- comnstitution until such change, alteration or amenament shal)

have been presented to all the churches composing this asso-
ciation, and when two-thirds of all the churches composing
this association shall have adopted or recommended in two
of their regular conferences successively such change, altera-
tion or amendment, it shall then become a part and parcel ol
this constitution. )
- Read and adopted the above as the constltutlon of the Chat-v .
“tahoochee United Free Will Raptist Association. = .
| ~CHURCH DECORUM. |
1. The =shurch may- choose a pastor annuallv at the Jast
.regular conference in the associational year; or, if they prefer,
-1t may choose a pastor for an -indefinite _Iength of time to con-
tinue from year to year, so long as they may deem it proper to
keep up the connection.

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at
any other time: but if the choice be made at a special confer-
ence, the time must be appointed at‘a mcnthly mectmg of the
church.

- 3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church hut When“
“he is absent or does not sit as moderator, some sultable brother.
shall be appointed to sit in his pl'ace

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church whose .
“duty it shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement
of the contributions made by the church for the pastor, ete., and
~to distribute the bread and mne in the administration of the
Lord’s Supper. :
- 5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse
or neg]ect to partake of the Lord’s Supper and endeavor to
ascertain the cause, that the same may be Iald before the church
in conference 1f necessary. -
. 6. Some suitable member shall be appom’rcd clerk' and It |
qhall be his duty to do all the recording and other writing

pertaining to the business of the church, and to prcﬁerve a file

of the minutes of the association.

7. When a new clerk is appointed, all the books, etc., be-
longmg to the c]erL shall be unmedlately delivered to him by
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his predececsor - -
8. When it becomes necessary, a commlttee of not less than
three male members well acquainted with business, shall be

“appointed, whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethreh who

apply'to't}mm relative to cases of dealing, etc., with the church,
9. The church shall hold a two days meeting monthly, em.

“ bracing Saturday and the Lord’s Dav following, the first of
‘which shall be the regular time of conference.

10, It shall be the duty of every member, male and female,
to attend each conference meeting if they can,_for on that day
the pastor is expected to instruct the church in spiritual manner
by giving plain and pointed lessons on doctrine, dlsc1phne and
the ruie of holy living.

- 11.  Any male member who shall fail to attend three suc-

¢essive conferences, and any .member whatever who may be

generally remiss in attending the meetings of the church accord-

ing the covenant (Article 10), shall be mted to appear in con-

ference and answer for his neglect, but the church may exempt
members from this rule if necessary.

12. Conferences shall be opened and conducted as follows:
. Praver (unless divine service has just been conducted and

| genex‘al]y then).\2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. 3. Opesn-
. the door for the reception of members. 4. Call for absentees.

5. For acknowledgements. 6. For references or deferred busi-

" ness. 7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come

before the church. 8. Miscellaneous business.
13, Visiting brethren,..as helps called in -from sister

- churches, ﬂhdll be . allowed to speak and make motions or .
seconds, but ‘not allowed to vote. |

14. Anv orderly member of the B'IDtlSt church who does .
aot hold this church in membership, may be received into the
church without a letter, when it is made apparent that his

Christian character is unn}*lpeaclmble and that he has applied
for a letter and could not ‘obtain it because he desired to join
this or some sister church. All other members must join by~

_lettel or baptism.

15, No member shal] be received without the unanimous
ronsent of the members present. but unreasonable objections
shall not be valid, and unless withdrawn the member who makes
them shzall ke liable to be taken under dealing by the church.

16. When the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall

inform the church that members have been absent for three

successive conferences, and the moderator shall appoint some
brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference.

17. No member shall be expelled unless he has heen cited
verballyv or in writing, to attend his tllal provided his resi-
dence be known to the church., |

15. When a witness, not a member of the church, is intro-
duced, he shall-rot be examined till the question has been put
to the church: “Will vou hear the testimony of this witness?”

'19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledge

- ment shall be minuted in the church book.

20, Members dismissed from the church by Iettet‘ who be
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‘éome disbrderly, or continue to hold their letters without a good

reason, shall be cited to the coni’erence to answer for théu'
conduct. |

21, Expelled members may ‘be restored to fellowahip on
their. petitwn if their walk since expulsion has convinced the
chuich that they have sincerely repented of their former evil.

22. A vote shall not be taken on any question without a
move and a second, and in all important questzons the vote shall
~ be taken by rising on their feet. -

23. No other motion shall be considered while a plewdun
motion and second is before the conference; -
| 24.It shall be considered dlSOldelly for a member to absent
himself from conference when an important question is to be
decided; but a membker upon his request, may be excused by
 the church from voting on either side in peculiar cases, -
i 25. No member shall leave the house during conference
without a sufficient cause ner engage ir conversation or whis-
pering without bung SUbJE‘Ct to be called to order by the
uanderator. .
926. All discussions in conference must be canducted Wlth
calmness and good feeling; those who speak must rise to their
feet and address the moderator, and keep to the point in debate.

27. No one shall speak move than three times on the same
motion without permission from the moderator, nor shall the
- remarks of any one be unreasonably long. -

- 28.  When the moderator speaks he: must nominate svme
brother in his stead,

29, No one shall be interrupted Whl]e qpeakmg unless it be
necessary to call the speaker to order.

30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the ad-
ministration of the Lord’s Supper at least four times a year,
and the expenses are to be paild by the church.

31. Members not in good ﬂtandlng shall not ccmmune, but
the administration shall not be deferred on account of any.

32. Feét waq}]ing shall be attended to as the church sees

~ prozer.

33. = Public fabtmg, humllmtmn and prayer shall be ob-
served on proper occasions,

34. This decorum may be amendod or ‘mlfnred Ly the vote
of two-thirds of the members present at any two successive
mon..nly meetings.,
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.~ GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES. |
1. We believe that a Gespel Church, or a church of Christ,

is.a congregation of Christians const1tuted and governed ac-
cording to the rules laid down in the New Testament.

2. That those rules require churches to preserve the form of

government and the ordinances of the first Christian churches
and to be composed of baptized believers in Christ.

i

3. "That the visible church as the aggregate or Whole-num-'

-bex of Gospel churches, and that the invisible church is com-

posed of the redeemed now in heaven, and of such Christians
on earth-as are not attached to the v131ble church, accmdmg
to the Gospel rules.

4,” 'That the establishment of a central or catholic oV~
ernment over the visible church, or any part thereof, is a devise
of earthly ambition repugnant to the Word of God, subserwent |
to the churches and dangerous vo the liberty of men, -

5. The Gospel thllChCa are the only ecclesiastical bodies or
tribunals anthovrized by the Scriptures; that each church has
the unrestricted right to administer its own government without
supervision or interference, being under Christ essentially, inde-
pendent and absolute; and that if this right be surrendered to

~a superintending Juusdlctlon by - delegation or otherwise, the

assembly ceases to be a Gospel church.

6. That churches may nevertheless, we suppose, meet by
de[egates form an association and declarc the terms upon which
they will keep up the correspondence; but that the rights and
authority of churches being inalienable, or in no wise compro-

. miised or hindered by entermg into an association, and therefore

an association has no authority over churches or individuals,
their only power being to transact business which does not

pertain to churches in their ecclésiastical capacily; to promote

mutual intercourse, and a concentration of voluntary effort, and
to give that advice to churches which mlﬂht \uth equal f111thor-
ity be given by any individual. - . v -

7. That the authorvity of the churche% is designed for the
perpetuation of the true veligion of the Gospel, and for the
preservation of a true and orderly body of Christians on earth;
that it is fully sufficient for the purpose intended, but that it
does not extend to persons, property or the commences of men
in any manner whatever.

8. That the only requisites to church membe]shlp are faith
in Christ and obedience to the Gospel; that faith in Christ
necessarily exists in connection with the belief in the funda-
mental truths of Christianity, and that to prescribe any other
requisite of such membership is an assumption of authority on

the part of the church and a departure from the Gospel plan.

9. That the officers of a church are elders and deacons;
that the elders are also called bishops or pastors; and all the
elders are equal in rank, though they may perform different

functions——since some may be the bishops or pastors of particu-

lar churches, while others may be sunply elders, hawng no pas-

toral charge
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10. That the atthority of a minister of the Gospel extends
to teaching, exhortition and rebuke, but no further; that he
cannot perform an': acts that belong to the clutlr'orlty of - the
church—such as tlie reception of members into the church
~compact, or the expulsion of cifenders; that as a member of the
church, he is no more than any other member, and if he is guilty
of transpression he 1s to be brought to trial before his brethren
and convicted or acquitted in the same manner as if he was a
private person; yet we think it prudent to call in advisory help,
especially if the minister is to be tried upon a charge of heresy.

11. fhat Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer
‘in water, in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost. |

12. 't'hat the [.ord’s Supper and w‘lshmg cthe saints’ ft,et
are ordmances to be obqewed in the church until the Lord
comes. |

13.  That elders and deacons must be set "apart to their
office by ordination, or the imposition of the hands of the
- presbytery and prayer, without which they are not authorized
to administer the mdmances per*‘ammg to their resputwe
offices. .
~14. No pleache shall te -ordained unle.as called to take_
- charge of a church as pastor, or for some. other good and
_sufﬁcmn reason, | - o

'_ARTICLES OF FAITH ANv DOCTRINAL'VIEWS

1. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men
dwmely inspired and is a treasure of heavenly instruction;
that ‘it has God for its author, salvation for its end, the truth
without any mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals
the vprinciples by which God will judge us, and therefore it
- shall remain with us to the end of time the true center of
Christian union and the supreme standard to which all human
conduct and opinions conform.—Rev, 13:14; John 5:39.

2. That there is one ¢rue and living God, whoz= name is
Jehovah, the maker and urler of haven and earth inexpress-
ible glorlous in holiness, worthy of all possible honor confi-
dence and love, revealed In the personal distinction of Fatht,r.
Son and Holy Ghost equal In every divine perfection, ana
executing distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of

| redemptmn-—-—E\ 6:3; Psa. 33:18,

3. That man was created in a state of holmess under the
law of his maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from
that holy and happx state, In consequence of which men are
now sinners, not by constramt but by choice, being by nature ,
utterly dev oid of holiness requlred by the law of God wholly
given to the gratification of the world, of Satan and their
own sinful passions, and therefore are under just condemna-

tlon to eternal ruin without defense or excuse.—Gen, 1:27,
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'_27 3:6, 19, 23.

4. That the salvation of sinners is. WhOllf’ of grace,
through the mediatorial office of the Son of God, who took

‘upon hlmself our nature, yet without sin, honored the law by

His own personal obedlence and made - atonement for sin b3
his death; being risen from the dead, he is now enthroned in
heaven, and uniting in his wonderiul person the tenderest

sympathies with divine perfection in every way qualified to

be suitable, compassionate and all sufﬁcwnt Savmur —Eph.
b, 5:8, Rom 7:11.

5. That the Gospel blessmgs whlch Christ in his fullness

bestows on such as believe in him, is Justlﬁcatmn That this
justification consists in the pardon of sin and promise of

“eternal life, upon principles of righteousness; that it is  be-

stowed not in consideration of anyth},ng we do,  but solely
through his own righteousness and atonement, and that brings
us into a state of most blessed peace ad . favor with God.-—

Rom. 8:30, Izek. 18:28; John 3:14, 16, Rom, §:17.

6. That the blessmgs of salvation are made free to all by
the Gospel; that itis the immediate duty of all to receive them
by a cordial "and obedient faith and that nothing prevents the
salvation of the greatest sinner upon earth, but his own volun-

~ tary refusal to submit to the Loord Jasus C'hrlst which refusal

will subject him to an aggxavatnd condemnatton -—MML 16:16,

- John 17:20; isa. 20.

7. That in order to ‘be saved we must be regenerated, or

. obedience to the Gospel; and that its evidence is found in the

l‘;osl;y grults which we ‘bring forth to God -—-—John 3 -8 Matt.
1

8. That -election is the gracmus purpose of God accmdlng

‘to which he regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners, it being

perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, that it com-"
prehends all means with the 2nd; that it is a glorious display

of God’s goodness, being mﬁmtply wise, holy, uachangeable;

born again; that regeneration consists of giving a holy dispo-

sition to the mind and is affected in a° manner above our com-

prehensmn by the power of the Holy Spirit, producing voluntavy
that it utterly excludes boasting and promotes humility, prayer,
praise, trust in God and active imitation of his free mercy,
that it encourages the use of means in the highest degree; that
it 1s the foundation of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain

it with regard to ou- selves, demands and deselves our utmost
diligence.

9. That the preserving attachments of true believers to .
Christ is the grand mark which distinguishes them from super-

‘ficial possessors; that a special Providence wotches over their
-welfare, and that they are kept by the po.:ver of God through

faith unto salvation.—~Eph. 1:1-2.
- 10, " That the law of God is the eternal unchangeable rule
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of his Gmernment that it is helv, just ‘and good; that the
inability which the Scrlptures ascribe to fallen man to fulfill its
precepts, arises entirely from his love. of sin; to deliver him
through a mediator to: unfelgned obedience *o the holy law, is
one design of the Gospel and of the means of .grace eonnected
with the ef-*-t'lbllshment of the. vmble church ----Matt 5:13, Luke
10:13-20, 14:17.

11. That the first. day of the week is the, Lord’s day, or
Christian Sabbath; that it should be kept sacred to religious
purposes by. abstammg from all’ secular labor and recreation;
by ‘the direct observance of all means of grace, both pubht. and

private, and preparation. for that rest which remains for the
children of God.—Ex, 19:8, Heb. 4:9, Thess. 1:7, Psa.. 16:9.

~12. That civil government is. of divine appemtment for the
interest and. good order of human society, that mag1strates are
to. be prayed for conscientiously, honored and obeyed in  all
things not contrary to the will of our Lord-Jesus Christ, who is
the Lord of the conscience and Prince ef the kings on. earth—-
Ex. 23:7, Acts 23:5, Tim. 5:17.
. 18. That there is a radical and eseentlal difference between
the nghteeus and the wicked; that. such onlv:as are ]UbtlﬁE’d bv
faith in the name of the Lord Jesus, and ranctl‘ieq by the
Spirit of God are truly righteous in his esteem, while  such ‘as
continue in 1mpemtence and .in: unbelief, are in his sight wicked
‘and under this curse, and this dlstlnetmn holds good among men
both:in and after death ~Matt. 25:46; Mark 16:16,

14. 'That the .end of this world is approachmg, when Christ,
will descend from heaven and raise the dead from their graves
to; final retribution; that a solemn separation : will :then’ take
place, the rlghteous being adjudged to everlasting happiness,
and the wicked to endless punishment, and this - judgment will
fix forever the final state of man in heaven or heli, on principles
~ of uz‘"*teoumesq —John 5:25, Matt. 25:34:41:46.
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CTrinity oo T aylor ------ —— Eld. B C. Glm‘laley e T 1= 1 25]%5.00]$233.30[$35.00($1,000.00] 4
St. James . Lee—Ala. _______ - |Eld. L. E. Fields —______ 23(11] 2145 8| 4| 5/145{ 5.50| 50.60{334.97} 1,250.06{1 2 3 4
Ideal Church _______. IMacon' ——————_____|Eld. J. R. Hunt .- ___|__|_ 2| 1{__| 1|__| 83] 5.00| 48.00{ —___| 750.00 2
New Prospect ___. __{Turner . . | . o || _|o-fc]-=lio]--|145] 7.00{100.00{ - 1,000.00{ 3
St. Johns ___________.|Muscogee __i____|Eld. C. W. Richardson __| 8] 2| 3| 6|__| 2] 2]144| 6.00] 40.57|266.52| 3,000.00{1 2 3 4
New Life ___ . ___ Marion .___.__.__..__...‘_._‘.'.__ Eld. H. L. Lumpkm _.;___. R _;r 41_2) 1| 3| 64 5.00] 21.00] _____1 500.00} 2
Bethany ____________ |Marion __.______-_|Eld. J. W. Culliver | ] 20 1] 41 5.00] | 500.00| 3
- Spring Hill .;_._..._._._1"_'_; Marion _________.__ [Eld. W.- R..Lawhorn ___|__|__|__1__|-_| 4] 1] 35| 5.00| —___| _____ 600.00! 1
Mt. Olive ___________ Taylor . __|Eld. A. L. Lane ____.___| 8/._| 1] 1|._| 2| 2]175| 6.00] 50.80] _—___. 1,000.00] 2
Little Bethel ________Macon ____.______ Eld. C. H. Moore SR S 15’.__ 4 __'152112.00 102.00{ _-._..| 1,600.00 1
Beulah _.__________ —|Taylor —_—_____[Eld. W. H. Emmerson __| - ___.'l_._ efeiem|o=] 20] 4.00] ____ _ 500.00] 3
Providence —_________|Muscogee _________|Eld. H. L. Lumpkln _____,' SR R R R RN )y Yo X1 ] p— QRS I |
Turner’s Chapel _.___|Taylor — ________ . __ e o] 800) L]
Friendship ________.__|Bibb ______ ___.__IEld. J. W. nghtower o1 3l251__ 8]..-.’-... _— 36[ 3.00f 14.87) | 12314
Moore’s Chapel .____|Upson .__________|Not Represented ._"__.;___.. S R VRN U USRSV (S
New Prospect _______ Taylorw_,;._._'___..;___._lNot Represented _______ |- ]—o ool on e o ]
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