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Ninety-Eighth Annual Ses~ion 
• 
' ._ . 

-OF THE-

·cHATTAHOOCHEE 

111111 

ASSOCIATION 

CONVENED WITH 

LITTLE BETHEL CHURCH 
Macon County, Georgia 

Commencing Thursday Night Before 
Sunday in October, 1933. 

• 

the First 

J<~LDER W. H. EMERSON, Moderator -------~-------- Butler, Ga. . . 
REV .. W. D. GILL, Clerk ---------------------- Manchester, Ga. 

The Next Session Will Meet with New Prospect Churc.h, Turner 
County, Georgia, Commendng Thursday Night 

Before the First Sunday in· October, 1934 • 
• 

Herald Print, Butler, Ga. 
November, 1933. 
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ORDER OF DUSINES~ OF UNION MEETINGS. 

1. The body called to order by the Moderator if he ls present, 
if not the body may select some suitable member to ar· 
as Moderator, pro tem .. · 

:!. Call For Corresponding, Let~ers. 

3. Election of Moderator and Cler)t. . . ' 

4. Invitr visiting brethren to seats. 

5. Appointment of committees. 

6. Call for correspondent. 
" . 

" " ] :/ 
. ., 
l 
I 
' !.' 
• 

i 
I 
' . 
I 

' 
7. Appointment of correspondents. 

8. Appoint time and place of holding next session 

9. Call for reports or committees~.·,. 

10. Call for misc.ellaneous business .. 

11.. Call for reading and adopting· minutss;·, : 

l2. Adjcurnment .. 

• 

• 

. . .. . . 
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MINUTES 

The Ninety-Eighth· Session of the Chattaho,ochee United Free
will· Baptist Association comened with Little Bethel Chur,(!h, Macon 
County.· Ga., on· Thursday night before the· first Sunday in October, . . . 

1983. The Intr,oductory Sermon was preached Friday morning at 11 
o'clock by· Rev.· W. · R. ·Lawhorn· from Second Timothy 4:2. 

After an intermission of two hours for refreshments the body 
.\vas .~all eel: to order' by ·the former Moderator,· Rev. \V .. H. Emerson. 
First invited visiting bret.ltren. to seats with us in the body. The 
:Moderator called for Corresponding Letters. On motion Bros. G. C. 
King· and B. T. Gill were appointed to read the letters and the delec 
gates ·were seated in the folLowing order: 

Providence-Walter 1kBride, Walter Thedford, Noel and Henry 
. . . 

Tomblini Albena ·and· Gertrude Tomblin. 

·Pleasant Hill~B. C. Brewer and A. L. Grimsley . 

. Spring Hill-Boss· Daniel. J. T .. Welch, T. f. Hendrix, Sister 
Jescur Tyler. 

New Prospect, Turner. County-J. A. and G. C. King, Bessie 
White,· :Vlattie and Cassie Bell Little. 

Ne•.v Life-James Daniel, Sam Daniel, Cleve McDaniel and Dol
lie Daniel. 

• St. J olms--J. E. Hallf:ord, Lester Brasell, Council Yarbrough. 

Mt .. Olivc-G, B. Windham, Jessie Windham, Eddie Windham, 
W. M. Duglas, W. N. Pool, and Annie L. Windham. 

Little Bethel-G. D. Perry, W. H. Emerson, I W. Layfield, R. N 
l ·- - . • . ' • ' 

· McliFale, .B. L. and W. 0. Rayburn, W. N. Fowler, E. M. Layfield, 
' ·S.· Oi Jones, J. W. Cromer/Mrs. W:' H Emerson, Mrs. R L' Rayburn. 

Trinlt~~..:...B. T. Gill; A. S. Walle1· and John Watson. 
. . . . .. . ... : 

I 
I 

• 

. '· . .. . 

.. 

. . 
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2 Chattahoochee Free-Will Baptist Association 

Beulah-Sirah Lawhorn, A. R. Lawhorn, Charlie Cromer, and 
Annie J. James. 

Turners Chapel-Sam Moore, A. Spillers H. S. Moore, C. Moore 
and L. Dickerson. 

-· ' ' ' 

St. James-H. J. Smith, Norman Hutchinson and Mrs. H. L. 
Knighton. 

• 

. Bethany-W. F. Bullard and J,ohn Grimsley .. 

New Prosped, Taylor County-Eva and Sankey Trussell, and 
Daniel Posey. 

Motion made and carried that all the letters be re,::eived and the 
delegates seated in the body. 

Tht! body then permanently organized by electing Rev. W. H. 
Emerson, Moderator, and Rev. W. D. Gill, Clerk. 

Next called for Petitionary Letters and received one from New 
Hope Church, Columbus, Ga., ar.d the delegates, J. W. Hart and J. M. 
Fuller, were seated in the body. · · · 

Next called for Corresp,onding Messengers and receivedi Rev. 
C. J. Harvey, l\Ir. and Mrs. C. H. Hoobs f~on) the· Georgia union As
sociation; Revs. T. B. Mallette and W. T. Grimsley from the Midway 
AEsociati,on; and Rev. J. R. Weeks from the Little River Association. 
Motion made and ,r:arried that the above ,correspondents be seated in 
the l:ody. Motion made and carried that the matter in regard to seat~ 
ing the correspondents from the BenjaminRandal Conferer.,~e and the 

' . 

Penticostal Freewill B:1ptist be left in the har.ds of the following 
committee: G. D. Perry, R. N. Mclmah;, jGhri Windham, A. R. Law
horn and Walter. McBride. 

· The Moderator then appointed the various Committees as 
follows: • 

' 

On Preachin:;: W. H. Cromer, Sam Daniel and H. J .. Smith. • 

. 

. 

On State of the Churches and Character of the Ministry: G. C .. · 
King, Boss Daniel and W. I. Thedford. 

. ' • ' ' ' l . 

On .Temj)erance: Revs. W. R .. and S. R. Lawhorn and· Laura 
.. Windham. · : • 

• 

On Sabbath 
tayfield. 

• 

' . , - .. . . 

S,chools: Rev. 
:• ~ 

..•.. .. .. 
C. H. Moore, 

' .. . ' • 
.. 
• 

S. 0, Jbnes and I. W. 

• 



Chattahoochee Free-Will Baptist Association 

. On Finance: B. T; Gill, T. F. Hendrix and Jessie Windham. 

On Spiritual Condition of the Churches: Gertrude Tomblin, 
Adah~ Windham and J. T. Welch. 

l\IISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
. - . . 

Appointed 
as f.olJows: 

Corresponding Messengers to our Sister Associations 
-

To the Georgia Union Association: Revs. R. H. Windham and 
H. L; Lumpkin. 

' 

To the South Georgia Association: Rev. H. L. Lumpkin. 
'• 

To the Little River Asr.cciation: Revs. C, H. Moore and H. L 
Lumpldn. 

To the Union Association: Rev. W. R. Lawhorn. 

To the Midway Association: Rev. W. H. Emerson and Rev. H. L. 
Lumpkin. 

' 

To the Line Ass.odation of Alabama: Send Minutes. 

' 

Agreed that the Clerk have 500 .copies of the Association's 
:Minutes printed and that he be paid $15.G'O for his services. 

The Circular Letter prepared by Sister Albena Tomblin was or
dered printed in the Minutes. By motion the . Moderator appointed 
Rev. C. H. Moore to write the next Chcular Letter to this body. 

By motion the body adjourned until 8:30 o'clock, Saturday after 
singing and pra~rer by Rev. J. R. Hunt. 

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 

At 8:30 Saturday morning the body met. Singing and prayer by 
Hev. W. J. Weeks Motion made and carried that the next session of 
this body meet with New Prospect Church, Turner ·County, Ga., 
commencing on Thursday night before the First Sunday in October, 
1934 and that Rev, W. R. Rushin prea.~h the lntr,oductory Sermon on 
:f,riday morning at. 11 ··o'clock _and .Rev. A. L. Merritt, alternate. 
l)elegates going by railroad will be met at Ashburn, Ga., Thursday. 
Next, _took up a ·collection for Rev. E. C. Grimsley and · received 
$10.86: ·Motion . made and carried that we pay. the · expenses of our 
qorre~pondence · which was $11.60. Adjourned for · preaching tmtil ... -~··· . . ·. 
(:30 o'Clock in the · aiterno·ori. · · · -' , ·. · , · :· 

• 
• • .. 
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·.SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

· At l :30 .o'dock p. m. the body met. After singing and prayer by 
Rev. R. H. ·Windham by motion Rev. C. J. Weathers.,vas received'as 
a Correspondent from the Union Association. · 

. ' • • 

REPORTS OF VARIOUS COl\11\llTTEES 
' ' ! I 

ON PREACHING 

Fliday night at 7:30, Rev: B. T. Gill to· preach and Hev. C. W. 
Hichardson to close; Saturday. at 10 o'clock H~v. A. L. · Merritt to . . 
preach; Saturday at 11 o'clodc, Hev. W. T. Whiley to .preach; Satur- · 

,. . ' ' l 

day night' at· 7:30 o'dock, Rev. W. J. Weeks to preach, Hev. H. L. 
Knighton to close; Sunday at 10 .o'clock, Rev. H. H. Windham· to 

' . 

p;·each; Sun:.lay at 11 o'clock, Hev. W. H. Rushin· to prea.ch . 
• 

W. H. CROMER, Chairman. 
'• ' .. ' . . . ' 

ON FINANCE 
• 

We, your .Committee, report as follows: 
Paid infr.om the Various Churches ____ $59.30 
By Collection -------------------·------ 7 .h) 

. Balance in Hands of Treasurer -------- 1.50 . ' 

Total Amount ------------------------ $67.90 • 

.. 
ImPORT ON TEMPERANCE 

We, Your Committee. make the following report: Our people 
sh-ould be Temperate in all things: In speech, in a.::t, in deed, t11e . . 

same as in strong drink. "It is not that which goeth into ·the mouth . ' ' ' 

that defileth the man, but that which cometh out." 

REV. W. R. ·LAWHORN,. Chairman. .. . . . 
• 

• REPORT ON SABBATH SCHOOLS .. .. ' 

. 

We, your .::ommittee, report as follows: We fir:d several churches 
now have Sabbath Schools where there were only six last year. We · 
frel that Sabb;th Schools are something ~·ery imp-ortant and urge 
th-at· ail pastors do· their" best· to promote. the Sabbath School· Cause. · 

• 

REV. c. f.!. MOORE, Chair~ai'l.. . 

I 

. . 

. ' 
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ON SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF THE CHURCHES 
. 

vVe _your c'ommittee, find that the various ,~hurcl1es _ composing 
this Association at present, are in. good spiritual condition._ We ask 
that one and all pray .-that brotherly love may continue. 

. - . . ., ' 

• ' .. 
GERTRUDE TO:\iBLIN, Chairman ... 

ON STATE OF CHURCHES AND .CHARACTER OF MINISTRY. 
·. 

. We, y,our committee, make the following report: We fhid that all 
of the ,ch\lrches and ministers are . in good standing with the excep · 
tion of some . difference!'; existing, between Bro. H. L. Lumpkin and 
Bro. J. R. Hunt aid we recommend that they get this matter 
settled before our next sessi-on of the Association. 

' . ' • G. C. K1ING, Chairman . 
• • 

.. . 

. EXECUTIVE COl\11\liTTEE APPOINTED 
. 

. Agreed that the following members rd as the Executive Com-
, ' ' ' --

n~ittee: Rev. W. H. Emerson, Chairman; A. S. Waller, G. B. Wind· 
ham, R. N. Mcinvale and J E. Hallford . 

. 
Heard the report of the committee appointed t,o settle 

the d1fferesces between the Benjamin Randool Conference and the 
Penticostal Freewill Baptist. We, your committee re,commend that 

• • 

the correspondents, R. W. Freeman ar.d J. R. Hunt be seated from the 
E'enjamin Randall Conference of Free~-ill Baptists ... We aiso recom · 
mend that the correspondents from the Pentkostal Freewill Baptist 
are out of order uud that they should not be seated in this body. 

G. D. PERRY, Chairman. , 

Next appointed Revs. A. L. :Merritt, W. H. Emerson, S. 0. Jones 
and W. N. Fowler as correspondents to the Benjamin Randal Con
ference of Freewill Baptists. 

By motion the body returned thanks to the church ano ~ommuni
. ty for their kindress and hospitality during this session of the Asso· 
ciation. By motion t{le body adjourned to meet with New Prospect 
church, Turner County, twelve months hence. 

~' -· 
• .. 

REV. W. ·H. EMERSON, Moderator, 
HEV. W. D. GILL, C)erk . 

·- ·-- . -

• 

• 
' 

• 
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TIME AND PLACE OF UNION MEETINGS 

The First Distrid Union Meeting will meet with Turners Chapel 
. Church, Taylor County,· Ga., commencing on Friday night before the 
Fo~rth Sundi\y in July, 1934. Rev. W. H. Emerson will prea:::h Satur
day at 11:00 a. m. Delegates going by railroa~ will be met at Butler, 

. Ga., ,on Friday. 
REC. C. H. MOORE, Moderat,:>r, 
JOHN S. WINDHAM, Clerk. 

The Second District Union Meeting will meet with St. John's 
Church, Columbus, Ga., commencing on Friday· night before the 
Third Sunday in July, 1934. Rev. S. R. Lawhorn will preach the In
troductory Sermon Saturday at' 11 :00· a; m., Hev.' E; C. Grimsley,· 
alternate. 

HEV. E. c, GRIMSLEY, Moderator, 
SIS. CHRISTINE STEPHENS, Clerk. 

PREACHERS' AND DEACONS' MEETING 
. . . 

. The Prea.~hers' and Deacons' Meeting will meet with· Spring Hill 
Church on Saturday morninghefore the. Seco.nd Sunday in July, 1904. 
The Introdud~ry Sermon will be preachea by. Rev. H. L. Knighton 
on Saturday morning at eleven o'clock . .. 

- .,_. ' 

' ' . . . . . 
CHUHCHES, CLERKS AND POSTOFFICES . 

' . ' ' ~- ,-· . ' . . . 
New Hope:_w. C. Hili ______ _:_ _____ 1945 First Ave., Columbus, Ga. 
Bethany-W. ·F. Bullard _· ________ _: ________ _:_'Route 1, 'Juniper, Ga. 
St."Johns...:_Dorris- McKnight ________ .:_ __ _.: ____ _:_~ Fort Benning, Ga. 
New Prospect-G. ·c. King --~-----_:. ___ _:. _ _:. _________ · Shingler,· Ga. 
Mt. Olive, J. S. Windham ____________ .:_:_ _____ _:. ____ Reynolds, Ga . 

. Trinity, B.· F •. Waller ---~-------------------------- .. Charing, Ga. 
New r:cosp0ct, Daniel Posey --"'"---------------~..:___ Reynolds, .. Ga . 

• 
Turners Chapel, C. H. Moore ------------------------ Butler,. Ga. 
Beulah, Mrs. C .. E. Lawhorn ----------------------~-- Butler, Ga. - .. ' " ,_. . - . ' . ' ' ' ' - . 
Little Bethel, F, L. Rayburn --:----.---------·------------ Idea.!, Ga 

- -.- ,,, . •- . - , , . I ' • 

. Spring- Hill-,-E. L. Corlev ~-----"--------------------- Mauk, Ga. . ' ' " . ' - ' ' - ... ' ' . ' 

NP-w Life-Lee D~niel --------------- _.:_ ____ ~---------- Mauk, .Ga. . - . . ' . . . . 

Providence-'Gertrude Tomblin ________ ..:;.:.:..:... Route 3, Columbus, Ga 
. Plear.ant Flill. ·Mrs. q .. J. Peacock .:,. __ .:__.:__.:.;;_ Route 4, Ellav\lle, Ga . 
. St. James....:lf; J. Srnith .._ __ .. _;..._ __ 3021 Fourth Ave., C()lumhus, Ga. 
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LICENSED MINISTERS 

H. F. Lawhorn ------------------------------------- Silo~me, Ga. 
B. T. Gill _ _: ____________________ 513-35th Street, Columbus; Ga. 

G. A. Plymale ---------------------- · (Address Not Known) 
-

. . ' ' . . . . ' 

MINISTEIUAL ROLL. . . . • 

·Elder s, R. Lawhorn · '----..:---'------~----·------~------ Mauk, Ga. 
Elder J. H .. Little·"'---------'----------..:.------------~ .Ashburn, Ga . 
. Elder E. C. Grimsley·-----'-'---------~------ Route 1, Mauk, . Ga. 
Elder H. L. Lumpkin ---------------------~ Route 3, Vieima, Ga. 
Elder A. L. Merritt ---------- No. 4, l\Ieritas Circle, Columbus, Ga. 
Elder L. V. Priester -------~------ Route 1, Box 20, Columbus, Ga. 
Elder H. H. 'Windham _______________ _: _____________ Reynolds, Ga. 
Elder C. H. Moore _____________ _: _____ _: _______ _: _____ Reynolds, Ga. 
Elder J. L. Patrick ________ _ _____ _: ________ :_____ Reynolds, Ga. 
Elder W. H. Emerson ________________ _:_: __________ R. 1, Butler, Ga. 
Elder W. D. Gill _________ :.; ______ 14 Spruce St., Manchester, Ga. 
Elder W. R. Lawhorn _:....:. _______ _: ____ _,_ ______ Route 1, Butler, Ga. 
Elder I. F. Guinn ..:..:._: ___ ~---~--- ___ ...:_ ______ . ____ _:_ ____ Camden, S. U. 

Elder H. H. Massey ------------· 26 North Street, Manchester, Ga. 
Elder B. V. Lisle __________ .. ___ 806 Second Ave., Phenix City, Ala. 
Elder H. L. Knighton ---------- 502 Se.cond Ave., Phenix City, Ala. 
Elder B. D. Lawson ------------ 1154 Curtis Street, Columbus, Ga. 
Elder R. L. Burnett ----------- 1204-18th Strest, Phenix City, Ala. 

·Elder C. W. Richardson -------- 1602-10th Street, .Phenix City, Ala. 
Elder W. T. Gl'imsley -----------------------------'-- Rupert, Ga. 
Elder W. H. Rushing ---------- 3317 Hamilton Road, Columbus, Ga. 

-":.:'~· .·• ' ' . •, 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, , ·--·:-''': ·., ,. 
. : - . . _- .•... ' ...... : __ •. : -·'.:_,. ... ·i;' -~.--/, ..•... -- ~ 

REV. W. H. EMERSON, .Chairman ____ _: ____ _:_::_: _____ :__·Butler, Ga. 
G .. B WINDH. AM . . . . ·. ·'.. ·. ' ' . . . .. . ' """""~ ._,l .. d,. G. . . ______________ :.; ____ :..:..:_ ____ :.; ______ ~e.rno .· s; a. 
R N M IN\TALE . ' '. . . . ' . ' . . . . '.,. I1J' 1·· . - . c ___________________ ..:. ______ .:_ ____ ...:. ___ ~ uea , Ga.-

'1. . • •• ' • r , ·-- ,.; -· ... 

A.' S. WALLER --------------------------------~-- Charing, Ga. 
J. E. HALFORD ------------~--- Route 1, Box 158, Columb~s, Ga. 

. . . 

' ' 
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In Memory of Our Dead 

REV. BEN F. GHEEN 

Bro. B. F. Green departed this life October 15, 1932. He was bom · 
May l::O, 1872, making his stay on earth C·O years, four months and 25 
days. He was a minister of the gospel and was true to . his profession. 
Bro. Green was kind t,o everyone, a good huGband and a loving 
father. He leaves a wife and four daughters to mourn his passing. 
We feel that our loss is heaven's gain. To his church he was an un- · 
failing helper and for the salvation ,of souls he worked with ene1gy 
and prayer. 

• 

Se1·vant of God, well done; 
. Rest from thy loved employe, 

The battle's fought, tho victory's won, 
Ent;!r thy Master's joy. 

Among tile sights that greet our eyes, 
WhEn we shall wake in Paradise. 

, We there .siu:.ll greet our Brother, dear, 
And y:;ith him constant glory share. 

We will clasp his hand, .oh yes, again; 
And sing- with him heaven's sweet refrain. 

We'll dwell with him in mansions bright 
In God's eternal home of light. 

E. C. GRIMSLEY . 

SISTEH MARTHA IOLCREASE 
• 

In memor~· of Sister Martha Kilcl'ease who departed this life 
· in November. 1933. She had been a member of Pleasant Hill chm'ch 
·f~r many years. T·o i•now he1· was to love her. So. farewell, dear 
Sister, t,il! we meet to part no more. 

By ht'r Pastor, 
W. T. GRIMSLEY. 

' 

SISTER l\IAHY IUl\IBLE 

Sister Kimble was born June 1, 1878, died Nov. 19, 1932, making 
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her stay oll· earth 54 ycnrs. She was a member of Mt. Olive Church 
and a Christian worker. Our loss is Heaven's eternal gain. · . 

. . 
~ . --

lr. the grave yard ~oftl;v· sleeping,. sleeping where the flowers wave, 
Lies the. body of our Si3ter in the silent, lonely grave . 

• 

We loved her, yes we loved her; ·but Jesus loved her more, 
And He sweetly carried her to yonder shining shore . 

. 

ELDER. C. H. MOORE. 

• • 

BROTHER J. L. JONES 

Brother Jones was born Nov. 19, 1877, died Jan. 21, 1933, making 
his stay on earth 56 years. H~ was a. member of Mt. Olive Freewill 
Baptist chur.~h for about 10 year .. "He is gone but not forgotten." 

' 

Farewell dear Brother, but not forever; there will be a glorious morn, 
We shall meet to part no never, on. that Resurrection Morn. 

ELUER. C. H. MOORE. 
• • 

SISTER l\IOLLIE BARFIELD 
. -- ' 

Si~ter Barfield departed this life ·July 31, 1933 at the age of 74 
years. This dear ·Sister was a member of Little Bethel Freewill Bap

·. tist church f.or ne::rly 50 years and spent the younger portion of her 
life in Bethel ,church 'community. Her last yea1s were spent in Fort 

, Valley and there she died .. Her remains were brought to Little Bethel 
nnd laid to. rest. The writer had known this good woman since he 
was a child . .She was always kind and gc·od to those she knew. Gooct. 
bye dear Sister, till we meet again . 

• 

A pre-dons Mother has left us, 
Left us, yes, forever inore; . . . ' ' 

But again we hope to meet her, 
On that' bright and happy. shore. 

• 
Her Pastor, REV. W. H. EMERSON. 

SISTER ROSELLA RABURN 
• 

• • 

Sis tel' Raburn departed this life Jan. 26, 1933 at the ·age of 7'2 
,rears and 6 n1:onth. She was a member of Little· Bethel . church for 
about 38 years arid was a 'consecrated ·lady. The deceased had made . . 

her home witn W. H. Emerson and family for a number of years and 
' 
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was loved by the whole family. ·Her lovable ·disposition was . always 
so pleasant that anyone enjoyed being with her. vVe miss her kind 
voice and the sound ofher f·ootsteps. We hope tG meet her in heaver •. 

, \Ve miss thee from our home, dra r · Sister, 
. 

\V c miss thee from thy pla.:e, 
A shadow o'er qur life is cast, 

We miss the SU!Bhine of thy fa.~e. 
We miss thy kind and willing hand, 

Thy fond and earnest cine; 
Our home is dark without thee, 

We miss thee everywhere,. 

• 

. . . 

... 

. 

Her Pastor, REV. W. H. EMERSON. · 

--·-----
CIRCULAR LETTER 

Subject: "PEACE" 

Dear Brethren of the Chattahoochee United Free-Will Baptbt 
Association: 

/.. I was ~.ppointed at the, last 
/ Letter to the next Association. 

"Peace." 

As~·ociation to write the Circular · . . 

I have selected for my subject, 

. 
"Thou wilt k(-ep him in perfed pea.ce, whose mind is. stayed on 

'l'hee; because he trusteth in Thee." Isaih 26:3. . .... 
Complete yielding. of . ourselves to God's blssed. control. brings to 

~;~ that peace which was so marked in Christ Jesus. And as we put 
on Christ b)• absolute surrender to Him, we are accepted and . our 
Jives be.~ome hid with Christ in God. 

So when we c.or;:e to the e!:!d of· our striving after repeated. fail· 
ures, we should b~ glad to ce:tse striving for our own gl,ory and br 
faith enter into His rest. Heb. 4:10. "He by ·his presence in us 
soothes our spirits, stills ·our agitated thoughts· and gives pea.~e of 
mind, mental rest and quiet confidence." 

Jesus said: "Peace I leave witlt you, my peace I give unto you; 
not. as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart b.!· 
troubled, neitloer let it Le afraid." John 14:27. He was able to say· 
this, knowing that the next fevv hours would bring the awful agony 

·• 
attending .. His sncrifice f-or a lest world. When he prayed that . the 

' . . 
,cup might l:e passed by, he was able to say, "Nevertheless, not my 
will but Thine be done." So alo!le because his followers were asleep 

• 

• 

• 
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even as most of them are today. Yet on the cr.oss, after suffering 
unexpressable agonies h:) was able to say, "Father forgive them,· for 
they know not what they 'do." What better example could we want 
-that of giving'up His will so c,ompletely for God's, thus. entering 

• 

that holy peace. . 
· The perilous days are upon us. (II Tim. 3:1). We .live amid con-

flicting thoughts and fears, and the cries of the oppressed and suf
fering press upon us. But we should take time to find God and 
peace as we find in John 16:33: "These things I have· spoken unto . 
you, that in me yc might have peace. In the world ye shall have · 
tribulations; but be of good ,cheer; I have overcome the world.". 

"Be careful f·or nothing, but in everything by prayer all(: suppli
cation, with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 
God~ And· the peace of God, whkh passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." (Phil. 4 :6-7) 

"Sorrow knocks at every door and trouble looms up · like 
threatening storm . clouds, but to thEcm that hearken, peace shaH 
come." Is. 48:18. 

" 

Bitter experience appropriated has been the stepping stone to 
honor and sUccess b ~,Yery great .calling .of life. Trials and trib~a
tions work patience; )Jatience, experien.~e; ·and exnerience hope. I:( 
we have faith, we have hope and i1: we have faith we have ·had' 
experience and patience. If we have these, being justified by faith 
we have peace with God tp.rough our Lord Jesus Christ and rejoice 
in the hope. of the glory of God, RoJII. 5 :l-6. · 

ALBENA TOMBLIN. 

. . . . . 
• • 

• 

CHURCH ORGANIZATION . 
. 

. Preliminaries. : When several believers \vish to be organized 
rnto. a church, they request a council from some sister church. 
This council or t>ommittee (commonly caliPd an arm) examines 
into the Christian character, doctrine and fellowship· of ths 
applicants. anrl their ability to sustain ;a church. If the exami· 
nation is satisfactory, the organization proceeds as follows: 
. The Bible is presented as thP onlr rule of faith and prac

tH~e. A _chu~ch . covenant is read anrl adopted. A prayer of 
consecratiOn IS offered. The hand of fellowship is given. The 
church then proceeds to elect its officers, which are a clerk, a 
treasurer, a pastor, and a board "Jf directors, who constitute 
with the pastor, a committee t'l promote order, activity, attend~ 

\ 
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• 
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· anc.e;• and the means .of grace, benevolence,. and sufficient dis
!.'ipline. in the church. Deacons should possess sound piety, 
,goqd1b,usiness capacity and large benevolence. They hold office 
·at the pleasilre of the church.· They assist in baptism and·the 
Lord's Supper, have care of the poor, and conduct religious 
meetl'tlg'S in the absence of the paf't.or. 

' . . ,,,~ !·:., 
· .. lA~~_. ·,' >-

... ~---;...- . ' ' 
• • . "·. J 

. . . ' • 

CONSTITUTION • . . 

Resolved, That we form an association upon the principles 
.l~id down in . the Holy Scriptures, to-wit: Associations appear 
frori1 Scripture and ecclesiastical history to have been originally 

· formed; not from .any positive injunction, either from Christ nr 
·His Apostles, but from mere expediency for the purpose of con~ 
centrating· the efforts of individual churches and bringing them 
to bear with greater energy upon the subjects designed to be 
accomplished b~· those churches. They were also considered ;ts 
advisory council, and resorted to as such, but never claimed any 
l'ight of. lording 'it over God's heritage, nor was their advice · 
•.onsidered binding ·on the churches. In a word, associations 
.were wholiy :dependent on churches,· and churches were not 

. -lependent upon associations, and notwithstanding the power 
.brogated to themselves by some modern Baptist associations, 

·we view them as being nowhere· precedented by the pdmitive 
.usages of any self-created bodies. 

We, the delegates from our respective churches, being au
thorized by our churches, to agree to form ourselves into an 
association, to be known by the name of the Chattahoochee 
United Free Will Baptist Association,· and we promise not to 
withdraw ourselves· from this association without first stating 
our reasons to the body for such intended withdrawal. 

It is proposed br the association, first to promote revivals of 
religion by r.amo and orotracted meetings. Secondlv, to take an 
active part in Home Missions, It is not intended by this asso
ciation to discuss queries. It is not the design of this associa
tion to interfere in any way with the independence of churches 
composing- it.· It was not intended to establish creeds, rules of 
discipline, or make any law whatever to bind the churches, but 
to leave each· church to regulate its own affairs. · · · · 

We, as an aRsor.iatJt>n, take the Old and New Testaments as 
our confession of faith. as relates to the independency. 

We believe· that a dulv organized church consists of a con. 
greg-ation of ... saints baptized -upon a creditable profession -of 
faith in Christ. Christ is the only Christian lawgiver 'lnd 
supreme )lead ·of the churches, and the word ·of God the only 
infallii:Jle rule of faith and practice.' Every. man has an inal
ienable right to private judgment in concerns of religion, anc _ 
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an _equal right to express his opinion in any way which will not 
violate the laws of God or the rights oi his fellow man .. 

A chnrr.h has a right to adopt such measures only as are in 
accordance with the Word of God, and such are deemed neces
r.ary to carry into effect the great system of practict'. 

The. church is the highest ecclesiastical tribumil on ea-rth, 
fr.om wf10se decision there is no appeal. · 

· No change, alteration or amendment shall be made to this 
constitution until such change, alteration or amenament shall 
have been presented to all the churches composing this asso
ciation, and· when two-thirds of all the churches composing 
this association shall have adopted or recommended in • two 
of their regular conferences successively such cnange, altera
tion or amendment, it shall then become a part and parcel ot 
.this constitution. 

Read and adopted the above as the· constitution of the Chat
tahoochee United Fre'1 Will Raptif<t ARsociation. 

CHURCH DECORUM. 

1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last 
rPgular conference in the associational year; or, if they prefer, 
•t may choose a pastor for an indefinite length of time to con
t.:nue from year to year, so long as they may deem it proper ro 
keep up the connection. ' .. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at 
any other time: but if the choice be made :at a special confer
ence, the time must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the 
church. . 

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, .but wher. 
he is absent or .does not sit as moderator, some suitable brother 
shall he appointed to sit in his place. 

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church whose 
duty it shall· be to superintend the colle-ction· and disbursement 
of. the contributions made by the church for the pastor, etc., and 
to distribute the bread and· wine in the administration of the 
Lord's Supper. . . .. , 

5.. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse 
or neglect to partake of the Lord's Supper and endeavor. to 
aFcertain the cause. that the same mav he laid before the church 
in conference if nece,;sary. • . . ·., , 

· 6. Some suitable member s;hall be appointed clerk an(l H 
shall he his duty . to do all the recording and ot:Per writing 
pertaining to the business of the church, and to preserve a file 
of the minutes of the association. 

7. · When a new clerk is appointed, all the books, etc., be· 
longil'l! tn the clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by 
his predecessor .. 

8. When it becomes necessary, a committee of not less than 
' . . ' . • 

• 
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three male members well acquainted with business, shall h<! 
• ·appomted, whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethren who 
· apply to them relative to ~ases of dealing, etc., with the church. 
. 9. · The church shall hold a two days meeting monthly, em-

' ·bracing Saturday and the Lord's Day following, the first of 
. which shall be the regular time of conference. 
· 10. It shall be the duty of every member, male and female, 
. to attend each conference meeting if they can, for on that day 

• · the pastor is expected to instruct the church in spiritual manner 
-by giving plain and pointed lessons on doctrine, dit>cipline and 
the rule of holy living ... - . · · 

11. 'Any male member·'who shall fail to attend three suc,
cessive cbnferences, and any member ·whatever who may be ;· 

' g-enerally remiss in attending the meetings of the church accord· 
ing- the covenant (Article 10), shall be cited to appear in con

·ference and answer for'his neglect, but the church may exempt 
· members from this rule if necessary. 

12. Conferences shall be opened and contiucted as follows: 
1. Prayer (unless divine service has just been conducted and 

' g-enerally then). 2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. 3. Open 
the door for the reception of members. . 4. Call for absentees. 
5. For acknowledg-ements. · 6. Foi· references or deferred busi· 
nesu. 7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come 
befc7e the church. 8. Miscellaneous business. 

13. Visiting- brethren, as helps called in from sister 
churches, .l>hall be allowed to speak and make motions or 

' ·seconds, but not allowed to vote. 
14. Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does 

not hold this church in membership, may be received ·into the 
·church without a letter, when it is made apparent that his 
'Christian character is unimpeachable, and that he has applied 
.for a: letter· and could not obtain it because he desired to join 
. this or some sister church. All other members .:nust join by 
letter or baptism. 
· 1 n. No member shall be received without the un:mimou;: 

·ronsent of the members present, but unreasonable objections 
shall not be valid. and unless withdrawn the member who makes 
them shall be liable to be taken under dealing by the church. . 

16. When the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall 
' . ' ' ' 

·inform the church that members have been absent for three 
' ·successive conferenreR, nnd the moilerator Ehall appoint· some 
.. brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference. 

17. ·No· mPmher shnll hP exp~>llPd uniPRS he hn;; heen cited 
. ' ' ' 

verbally' or in w~iting, to attenJ his trial; provided his resi-
den<'e·be .known to the churrh. · · ' · · · 

1~: When a )Vitness, not a mPmber of the church. is intro
duced, he shall not be examined till the queo;tion has been put 
to the church: "Will vou hear the testimonv of this witness'/" 

19. The evidence' in every case of dealing and ackno,vledge. 
ment shall be minut.ed in thP church book. · · · 

20. Members dismissed from the church . by letter who he·· 

' 

• 
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come disorderly, or continue to hold their letters without a good. 
reason. shaH ue citeu to the conference to answer for theii 
conduc~. ·-· 

21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on 
their petition if their walk since expulsion has convinced the 
church that they have sincerely' repented of their former evil. · 

· · 22. A vote shall not be taken on any question without a 
move and a second, and in all important questions the vote shall 
be taken· by rising· on their feet. 

23. No other motion shall be considered \vhile a preVIous 
,~ motion and second is before the conference. · 
'J 24.It shall be considered disorderly for a member to absent 

· h1mself from conference when an important question is to be ' 
decided; but a member upon his request, may be excused by 
the church from voting on either side in peculiar cases. 

25. ·No member shall leave the house during· conference 
without a sufficient cause ncr Pngage ir ~onversation or whis
pering without being subject to be called to order by the 
llle>derator. · · · · 

26. All discussions in conference must be conducted with · 
calmness and~good!eeiing; those who speak must rise to 6eir 
feet and address the moderator, and keep to the point in debate. 

27. No one shall· speak more than three times on the same 
motion without permission from the moderator, nor ·shall the 
remarks of imy one ue unreasonably long. 
· 28. When the moderato1· speaks he must nominate some 
brothei· in his· ::;tP.ad. 

29. No one shall be inteaupted while speaking unless it be 
neceRsarv to call the speaker to order. 

30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the ad-
• 

ministration of the Lord's Supper at least four times a year, 
unCI the expenses are to be paid by the church." 

· 31. <Members· not in good standing shall not ccmmune, but 
the administration shall not be deferred on account of any 

32. Feet washing shall he attended to· as the church sees 
· . pro>::er. • • 

. 33. Public' fasting. humiliation and prayer shall be ob-
i;erved on proper . occasions. . 

: a4. This decorum may be amended or :>.lt~red Ly the vote 
. of two-thirds of the members present' at any two succu:;sive 
monthly me"!tings . 

• 
-, .. 

. . . GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES. 

1. We believe that a Gospel Chtii-ch. or a church of Christ, 
is a congregation of Christians constituted and governed ac~ 

· · rording. to the rilles laid down in the New Tesfament: 

' . 

• 

· · 2: · That those·1·uJes require chti:rches' to preserve the form of ;', 
· · gcMmiin:O.nt and the ordiriancl;!s"of the fh·st Christian··chtirchee- ' · 
• • • 

• 

• 

• 
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and to be composed of· bhptized believel"S in· Ch!·ist. · · 
3. That the visible church as the aggregate Ol" whole-num-

be·J; of Gospel churches, and that the invisible church is com- " 
pos~d ·of tht: redeemed. now in heaven, 'imd of ·such Christians ..... 

. on earth as are not attached to the visible church, according ;:. ,. 
to the Gospel rules. . · · . I' 

4. Th~it the establishment of a ciniti·al or catholic gov- .·-__ 
ernment over the visible church, ot'any p'ai·t thereof; is a devise · ', 
of earthly ambition repugnant tothte Word of God, subsel"vient 

• • ~o the chu~·ches and danger9us ~o the liberty of men. ~ .. 
ii. The Gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or 

tribunals authorized. by the Scriptures; that each church ha~ '··} 
the unrestricted right to adminis'ter its own government without·. 
s•Jpervision or interference, being under Christ essentially, inde
pendent and absolute; and that if this right be surrendered to 

· a superintending· jurisdiction by delegation' or otherwise, ·the 
as><Pmbly c:eases to be a Gospel church. 

G •. That churches may nevertheless, we suppose, meei. by 
delegates, form an association and declare the terms upon which 
they will hep up the correspondence;· but that the· rights and 
authority of churches being inalienable, or in no wise compro
mised or hindered by entering into an association, and therefore 
an association ha3 no. authority over churches or individuals, 
their only power being- to transact business which does not 
pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacity; to promote 
mutual intercourse, and a concentration of voluntary effort, and 
to give that advice to churches which might with equal author-
_ity be given by any individual. · 

7. That t,hfl authority of the chmrhes is designed for the 
perpetuation of the true religion of the Gospel, and for the 
preservation of a true and orderly body of Chrhtians on earth; 
that it' is fully sufficient for· the purpose intended, but that it 
does not. extend to' persons, property or the conscie-nces of men 
in any manner whatever. · . 

8. That the only requisites to church· membership are faith 
in Christ 'and obedience to the Gospel; th:it faith in Christ 
necessarily exists in conneeti.m with· the belief in the funda
mental truths of Christianity, nnd that to prescribe any other 
requisite of such membuship is nn ns~umption of authority on 
the part of the chur<'h and a departure from the Gospel plan. 

9. That the officers of a church nre elders and. deacons; 
that the .elders are aiso called bishops or pastors; and all the 
elders are equal in rank, though- they may perform different 

-,,_ .. functi?n~-since ~flmP m::~y_ lw the hi~hop~ or· pa~t(lrs of p::~rticu
.. lar churches, while others _may be simply elders, having no pas-

torP 1. charc-e... ... . . .. · · · · 
, . . , ~ 10. .T,h~t the al thorjty of a minister of the Gospel extends 

:.· .. :.-:.to"teachirur~ exhorfttiotl ;:>>~d. rebuke, but\no further: that he 
· cannot perform ari:r'-· acts ·that .. belong' to· the • auth~rity of· the· 

ehu'l"ch-such as the recention . of:: n'lerribt!rs ·into 'the (-hurch . . . . 

• 

.. 
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. compact, or the expulsion of offenders; that as a member of the 
church, he is no more than any uther member, and if he is guilty 
of trans~ression he is to be brought to trial before his bt:ethren 
and convicted or acquitted in the same manner as· if_ he \vas a 
privr.te person; yet we think it prudent to call in advis.or; help, 

_. '""' .. · especially if the minister is to be tried upon a charge of heresy. 
11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of a b!i!liever 

in water, in the name of the Father, and of the .Son and of the 
Holy Ghost. 

• 

•• 

. t 

• 12. '1'11at the Lord's Supper and washing the saints' feet 
are ordinances to be observed in the church ur>til the· Lord 

·--, comes. . . . . . 

. 13. That elders and deacons 1nust be set apart to their 
nffi.ce by ordination, or · the imposition ·of the hands of the 
-resbytery and prayer, without which they are not .authorized 
• administer the ordinances pertaining ~o their resp,,.:tive 
~ aces. · 
·H. No preacher shall be ordained 

charge of a 'church as pastor, or for 
sufficient rec:~on. 

unless called to take 
some other good and 

' ' 

ARTICLES OF FAITH ANv DOCTRINAL VIEWS 

1. · We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men 
divinely inspired and is a treasure of heavenly instruction; 
that it has God for its author, salvation for its end. the truth 
without any mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals 
the principles by which God vdll judge us, and therefore it 
shall remain with . us to the end of time the true center of 
Christian union and the supreme standard to which all human 
conduct and. opinions conform.-Rev. 13:14; John 5 :39. 

2. . That there is Qne 'rue and living God, who.:q name is 
Jehovah, the make.r and urler of haven and earth, inexpress-

. ible glorious in holiness,-worthy of all possible honor, confi
dence ttnd love, revealed in the personal distinCtion of Father, 
Son and Holy . Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and 
executmg distinct but harmonious offices in the . great work of 
redemption.-Ex. 6:3; P.:;a. 33:18. · · 

3. That man was created in a state of holiness umler the 
la\v. of his maker, but by voluntary transgression . fell from 
th~t holy and happy state, in consequence o£ which men are 
now sinners, not by constraint, but by choice, being by nature 
utterly devoid of holiness. required by .the law of. God, wholly 
given to the gratification of the world, of Satan .and their 
own sinful passions, and therefore are under just condemna-

, tion to eter:nal ruin without defense or excuse.-Gen, 1:27, 
2:7,3:6, 19;•23. ·;. 
'· : . 4. That the salvation of sinners· is wholly. of grace, 

. ... 'thrbuzh the mediatorial office of the Son -· of G9d; :who took 
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upon himself our nature, yet without sin, honored the law by 
His own personal obedience, and made atonement for sin . by 
his· death; being risen from the dead, he is now enthroned in 
heaven, and uniting in his wonderful person the tenderest 
sympathies with divine perfection in. every way qu~lified to 
be suitable, compassionate and all sufficient Saviour.--:-:Eph. 2: 
6, · 5:8, Rom. 7:11. . . .. 

. . 5. That the Gospel blessings which Christ in his fullness ·· 
bestows on such as believe in him, is justification. That this 
justification consists in the pardon of . sin and promise of 
.eternal life, upon principles of righteousness; that it is be
stowed not in etmsideratio~ of anything we do, but sole!y "
through his own righteousness and atonement, and that brings ·.j 

. us into a state of most blessed peace ad ·favor with God.-- • 
.Rom. 8:30, Ezek. 18:28; John 3:14, 16, Rom. 8:17 . 

. 6. That the blessings of salvation are made free to all b~· 
the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of· all to receive them 
by a cordial ami obedient faith and that nothing prevents the 
salvation of the greatest sinner upon earth, but his own volun
tary refusal to submit to the Loorcl JJsus Christ, which rPfusai 
will subject him to an aggravated condemnation.-l\Iark 16:16, 
John 17:20; Isa. 20. 

7. That in urder to be saved we must be regenerated, or 
obedient to the Gospel; and that its evidence is found in the 

holy fruits which we bring forth to God.-'-J ohn 3:3-8, Matt. 
3:8-10. 

8. That election is the gracious purpose of God, according ' 
to which he regenerates; sanctifies and saves sinners, it being 
perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, that it com
prehends all means with the end; that it is a glorious display 
of God's goodness, being infinitely wise, holy,· unchangeable; 
born again; that regeneration consists of giving a holy dispo
sition to the mind and is affected in a manner above our com
prehension by the power of the Hoiy, Spirit, producing volun
tary that it utterly excludes boasting and pi·omotes humility, 
prayer, praise, trust in God and active imitation of his free 
mercy, that it encourages the use of means in ·the highest de
gree; that it is the foundation of Christian assurance, and that 
to ascertain it with regard to ourselYes, demands and deserves 
our utmost diligence. · 

9. That the preserving attachments of true believers to 
Christ is the grand mark which distinguishes them from suoer
ticial possessors; that a special Providence watches o\·er their 
welfare, ancl that they are kept by the power of God through 
fath unto salvation.-Eph. 1:1~2. · 

10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule 
of hi~ Government: th:it it is hoi~·. ju·~t and g·ood; that the 
Inability which the Scriptures ascribe to falle'1 man to fulfill it~ 
p1·ecepts. ari~e~ entirely from hi~. love of s;:,; to deliver him 

· througg a h'l.ediator tp unfeigned. obedience 1;c the holy law, is 
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one · design of the Gospel and of the means of grace connected 
with the establishment of the visible church.-1\iatt. 5:13, Luke · 

.10:13-20, 14:17.' 
·n. That the first day of the week is the Lord's day, or 

Christian Sabbath; that it should be kept sacred to religious 
· , purposes by abstaining from all secular labor and recreation; .. 
. . by the direct observance of all means of grace, both pub he and 

private, and preparation for that rest which remains for the· 
children of God.-Ex. 19:8, Heb. 4:9, ThElss. 1:7, Psa. 16:9. · 

12. That civil government is of divine appointment for:. the 
.- -, interest and good order of human society, that magistrates are 

to be prayed for conscientiously, honored and obeyed. in .all 
• things not contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ,' who is 

the Lord of the conscience and Prince of ·the kings ori earth.
Ex. 23:7, Acts 23:5, Tim. 5:17. · · 

·13. That there is a radical and essential di!Terence between 
the righteous and the wicked; that such only as are justified by 
faith in the name of, the- Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the 
Spirit of _God are truly righteou> in his esteem, while such:. as 
continue in impenitence and in unbelief, are in his sight wicked 
and under this l!urse, and this distinction holds good among men 
both in and after death.-Matt. 25:46; Mark 16:16 . 

.14. That the end of this world is approaching, when Christ 
will descend fron: heaven and raise the dead from their graves 
to final retribution; that a solemn separation will then take 
place, the righteous oeing . adjudged to everlasting happiness, 

· and the wicked to endless punishment, and this judgment will 
fix forever the final state of man in heaven or hell, on principles 
of rilO:l-:teousness. John 5:25, Matt. 25:34:41:46. ; 
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