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Clerk, and three (3) members el_ect.ed at-larqe : 
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2001 

2000 

2000 
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0 

Rev . Eugene Rosa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2002 
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Dwight Smith .. .... .. . .. . ... . . ... ... . ... ..... . .. . ..... . ... . . 2001 
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Marilyn Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2000 
Rt. 1 , Box 208, Mauk, GA 31058 *(912) 862- 3958 

• . YOUTH I CAMP DIRECTOR 

Rev . · Arthur Smith .. ... .... . . ... . . . . .. . ... .. .... .. . .. ... .... 2000 
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State Mission Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2001 
Rev . Arthur Smith ' ~ 
Rt . 2, Box 136-D, Reynolds , GA 31076 

*(912) 847- 3501 
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State Board of Trustees ....... .. Q ••• ••••••• • •••••• • •. •••• • 2001 
E .A. Welch, Jr . 
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*(912) 862- 33 56 

District Youth COJRPetition ... . ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2000 
Pam Gui ned 
P . 0. Box 2424 
Butler , GA 31006 *(912) 847- 3637 

Tina Duncan 
Rt . 2, Box 53 
Butler , GA 31006 

• 
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*(912) 862-2791 

4 . 

\ 



January. 2000 

6 
8 

29 

February,2000 

3 

26 

Marcb,2000 

16-18 
2 

25. 

April. 2000 

6 
1 
8 

22 
29 

M&)', 2000. 

Calendar of 1000 Events 

c . 

Ministers Prayer Breakfast - Host Turner's Chapel 
Quarterly Meeting - New Beginning 
Singing: Little Bethel 7:30pm 

0 

Singing: New Liberty 

Minister;s Prayer Breakfast - Host Mt Olive 

Singing: New Liberty 7:30pm 

Georgia State Association at First Church Albany 
Ministers Prayer Breakfast - Host Trinity 
Singing: New Liberty 7:30pm 

Ministers Prayer Breakfast - Host Little Bethel 
Quarterly Meeting - Mt Olive 
Singing: Little Bethel 7:30pm . 
Singing: New Liberty 7:30pm 
Singing: Spring Hill {1toss Family) 7:00pm 

4 Ministers Praye Breakfast - Host The ~\Jew Beginning 
21 Homecoming: Dittle ~ethel 1 O:OOam 
27 Singing: New Liberty 7:30pm 

June. 2()()() 

1 Ministers Prayer Breakfast - Host Spring Hill 
24 Singing: New Liberty 7:30pm 

July, 2000 

I 
9 

Quarterly Meeting - Little Bethel 
Homecoming & Singing - Spring Hill 
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July. 2000 
13 
16-20 
22 
23 
23 
24-28 
Mid 
29 

August, 2000 

3 
20 
21-25 Aug 
26 

Septem her. 2000 

. 7 
17 
23 ' 
30 

October, 2000 

5 
7 

14 
.28 

November. 2000 

2 
26 

December, 2000 

11 
17 

Calendar of lOOO Events 

Ministers Prayer BreaJff~t- Turner's Chapel 
National Association Meeting, Anaheim, CA 
Singing: New Liberty 7:30pm 
Homecoming: Trinity 

0 
Homecoming: Turner's Chapel 
Revival: Trinity 
Vacation Bible School: Little Bethel 
Singing: Spring Hill, 7:00pm 

Ministers Prayer Breakfast - Host Mt Olive 
Homecoming: New Liberty 
Revival : New Liberty 
Singing: New Liberty 7:30pm 

Ministers Prayer Breakfast - Host Trinity 
Pastor Appreciation Day: Little Bethel 
Singing: New Liberty 7:30pm 
Singing: Spring Hill 7:00pm 

Ministers Prayer lfreak:fast - Host Little Bethel 
165th Annual Meeting: Turner's Chapel 
Singing: Little Bethel 7:30pm 
Singing: New Liberty 7:30pm 

Ministers Prayer Breakfast - Host The New Beginning 
OlcLFashiorr Day and Lunch: Little Be~el · 

Ministers & Deacons Fellowship 

\ 

Christmas Program and Christmas Tree: Little Bethel 7:30pm 
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BB'l'IIANY Peggy Tyl.er 
Rt . 1, Box 1600 Box Springs, GA 31801 
(912) 649-1464 0 

........ 
FZRST - TBaG.STON: Geral.di~e Taunton 

·LZft'LB BBTBBL 
Sidney Jon.ea 

KXJN'l' O:f,ZVB ! 

Arthur Sad th 

HIM LIBBR'l'Y 
J. C. ~imaley 

NBW Lift 

-
SPRING BILL 

. Eugene Rosa 

'l'RINITY 
Henry Shellman. 

'l'tmNBR I 'S CJIAPBL 
Charles Clark 

805 Rocky Bottom Rd 
Thomaston, GA 30286 
(706) 647-4689 

Mrs. Leonard La~iel.d 
Rt . 1, Box 234, Butler, 
(912) 862-3907 

Johnny New 
P . 0. Box 2783 
Butler, GA 31006 

' Mr . J . C . ltirkl.and 

GA 31006 

Rt . 4, Box 84, Buena Vista, GA 31803 
(912) 937-2359 

• Mrs . Sarah Anthony 
Rt . 1 , Box 122 , Mauk , GA 310S8 
(912) 269-3839 

Mrs. Berni ce ~11 
Rt. 1, Box 28-A, Maqk, GA 31058 
(912) 649-7273 

Mrs. Josephine Welch 
Rt. 1, Box 253, M&uk, GA 31058 .... 
(912) 862- 3356 

Mr. Gerald Moore 
Rt . 2 , Box 130, Butler, GA 31006 
(912) 847-4462 
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Rev. Hubert Arnold 
P. 0. Box 912 
Reynolds, GA 31076 
(912) 847-4627 

Rev. Charles Clark 
Turner's Chapel 
136 Carter Woods Drive 
Warner Robins, GA 31088 
(912) 953-3486 Horne 
·(912) 862-3828 Office 

Rev. J. C. Grimsley 
New Liberty 

·4118 16th Avenue 
Columbus, GA 31904 
(7{)6) 327-6419 

Rev. Sidney Jones 
Little Bethel 
Rt. 2, Box 58 
Reynolds, GA 31076-9614 
(912) 949-2893 

First Thomaston 
P. O. Box302 ~ 
Thomaston, GA 30286-0004 l 
(706) 648-3834 Office 
(706) 648-3834 Home 

Rev. Eugene F. Ross 
Spring Bill 
Rt. 2, Box 162 
Reynolds, GA 31076-9733 
(912) 847-3449 

MINISTERAL ROLL 

• • 

0 

• 
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Rev. Henry Shellman, Sr. 
Trinity 
P. 0 . Box 327 
Mauk, GA 31058 
(912)•826-2709 
hshel lman@fl interne. net 

Rev. Arthur Smith 
Mt Olive 
Rt. 2, Box 136-D 
Reynolds, GA 31076 
(912) 847-3501 

Rev. Dwight Smith 
The New Beginning 
Rt.1, Box 1790 
Box Springs, GA 31801 
(912) 649-7755 
(912) 649-6498 Fax 
dwightssr@aol.com 

Rev. Joe Tyler 
Bethany 
Rt. 1, Box 1600 
Box Springs, GA 31801 -9533 
(912) 649-7464 

Rev. A. G. Windham 
Rt. 2, Box 133-A . 
Reynolds, GA 31076 
(912) 84?-3268 

Rev. Warren Wyatt 
P. 0 . Box 68 
Howard, GA 31039-0068 
(912) 862-55"85 
(912) 862-9058 Fax 
preach@gnatnet. com 



ACTIVE DEACONS 

BETHANY • • 

FIRST- THOMASTON 
Herbert Salter 112 Sherwood Drive, Thomaston, GA 30286 
George Willis 1124 E. Moores CTossing Roacf' 

Thomaston, GA 30286 

UTILE BETHEL 
Scotty Jones 
Morris Lawhorn 
Leonarci Layfield 
lysonRay 
W.T. Williams 

MOUNT OLIVE 
David Tharpe 
James Wilhoite 
Eugene Windham 
Ralph Windham 

NEWLWERIY 
Elbert Streetman 

NEW LIFE . 
Richard Anthony 
Oliver Stubbs 
J.W. Teat 

NEW PROSPECT 

SPRING HILL 
Moll.(oe Grier 
Nonnan Grier 
James Wyrick 

IRlNIIY 
Larry Bell 
Tommy Watson 
David Welch 
E.A. Welch, Jr. 

. 
TURNER'S CHAPEL 

Rt. 2, Box 59, Reynolds, Ga 31076 
P.O. Box 661, Butler, GA 31006 
Rt. 1, Box 234, Butler, GA 31006 
P.O. Box 36, Ideal, GA 31041 
P.O. Box 412, Reynolds, GA 31076 

Rt. 2, Reynolds, GA 31076 
Rt. 2, Reynolds, OA 3 1076 
Rt. 2, Reynolds, GA 
Rt. 1, Butler, GA 31006 

Rt. 1, Ellaville, GA 31806 

Rt. I , Box 122, Mauk, GA 3 1058 
Rt. 1, Box 87, Mauk,~A 31058 
Rt. 1 .• Box 134, Mauk, GA 31058' 

Rt. I, Box ;:)auk, GA 31058 
Rt. 1, Box 28-A, MaUk, GA 31058 
P.O. Box 51, Mauk, GA 31058 

Rt. 1, Mauk, Ga 31058 
Rt. 2, Box 2 12, Preston, GA 31824 
Rt. 1, Box 254, Mauk, GA 31058 
Rt. 1, Box 253, Mauk, GA 31058 
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(912) 862-3907 
(912) 949-2851 
(912) 847-3377 

(912) 847-3133 
(912) 847-3230 
(912) 862-3~04 

(912) 937-2885 

(912) 269-3839 
(912) 649-4816 
(9 12) 862-3~12 

(912) .649-7644 
(912) 649-7306 
(912) 862-3772 

(912) 862-3943 
(912) 828-3715 
(912) 862-5976 

. (912) 862-3356 
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164th Annual Se s sion 

The 164th Annual Session of the Chattahtochee Association of Free 
Wi ll Baptists convened Saturday, Oct. 2, 1999, at Trinity FWB 
Church in Mauk. The meeting began at 9:30 AM vith Bro. E.A. 
Welch, Jr. leading the congregation in singing "Praise Him, 
Praise Him." Greetings were give~ by host pastor Henry Shellman . 
We then sang "Power In The Blood." O 

The Moderator vas introduced, who called the meeting to order and 
greet~d the assembly. Guests were greeted, including Rev. 

~William Smith , Executive Secretary of the Georgia State 
Association of FWB, and Dallas Short and Hark Stanton, deacon~ at 
Ney Beginning Baptist Church. Standing delegates were seated. 
E.A. "JunioJ:" Welch and Henry Shellman were appointed by the 
Moderat~r to read the corresponding letter~. Letters were read 
and elected church delegates were seated. Churches reporting and 
their .delegates were : 

Bethany 
First-Thomaston: 
Little Bethe'l 
Mt . Olive 

New Liberty 
New Life 
Spring Hill 
Trinity 
Turner's Chapel: 

Sybil Fuller 
Melissa Lunsford, Joseph 
Ruby Ray, Ruby Layfield, 

Johnny New, Barbara 
Arnold, Thomas Windham 

Lunsford 
Blondell Layfield 
Jean Windham, Barbara 

Perry Lunsford, Sara Lunsford 
Dolly Welch, Rhonda Teat, Sara Anthony 
D~nny Whitt 
Peggy Gibb, Josephine Welch, Alane Patterson 
Pete Pearson, Wylodine Pearson, Janice Clark 

Rolls were called of general officers and committee members. The 
Moderator th.en appointed the followiag committees: 

Finance : Perry Lunsford, Thomas Windham, Tommy Watson 
Temperance: Leonard lay£ i 'e ld , Ruby Ray, J ohny New 
Sunday School: · Melissa Lunsford, . Arthur Smith, Barbara Jean 

·Windhall 
Obituary: Barbara Arnold, Josep~ne Wel,ch, Ruby ,Layfield 
Suggestions : Sara Lunsford, Blo7dell Layfield, Pete Pearson . 

. . 
The Moderator instructed delegates· to pick up a copy of the 
Minutes during the recess so that we can adopt them when the 
meeting reconvenes. 

Brother Chester Huckaby came today to represent CONTACT magazine, 
the official publication of the National Associati on of Free Will 
Baptists. 

Miss Patsy Maples was also recognized as a guest today. 
Adjourned at 10:10 for committee work and fellowship. 

Reconv~ned at 10:40. 
adopted ~s printed. 

Minutes of the previous mee ting were 

ll 
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Finance committee Report: given by Perry Lunsford . 
General Fund Balance t • 
Benevolent Fund Balance 
Mission Fund Balance 

($1,109.86 in C.D. matures 1/27/00) 
' 

Rec'd Today: Dist~ict Representation Fees 
National 

~· Benevolence Fund 
" " 

Mission Fund 
sunday School seminar 

Total 

$ 616.16 
$ 196.71 
$ 68.81 

$ 250.00 
$ 365 . 00 
$ 200.00 
$ 0.00 
$ 600.00 
---------
$1,415 . 00 

"We have examined the Clerk/Treasurer's financial records 
for the quarter and find everything to be in order."· 

MSC to receive the Finance Committee's report. 

Temperance Committee Report: given by Johnny Nev. ~· 
"We, your Temperance. Committee, remind us all that the Word 

of God tells us "Be ye temperate in all things." Therefore, we 
should refrain from strong drink. We should also be temperate in 
our · speech and eating . we should walk in accord ,with the 
leadership of the Spirit." 

\ 

MSC to receive. 

Sunday School Committee Report: given by Melissa Lunsford. 
~We, the Sunday School Committee, recommend and encourage 

all Sunday School personnel to attend the Training Seminar to be 
held at Little Beth~l (~30 AM - 3:15 PM) on October 23rd . 
Pastors and Superintendents will meet on Friday night, Oct. 22nd, 
at 6:00 PH at Turner's Chapel. Bro. Kenemer and his associates 
will be conducting this specialized training for each age le~el . 
Free supper on Friday night; sack lunch required on saturday. 
All sunday Schools pa~icipat~ng in t~e previous Spring training 
seminar have exprienc~d both excitement an increase in s.s. 
~ttendance. We encour~ge all our churc~es to continue to pray 
and work hard for Sundy ScHool growth." 

HSC to receiV'e . 

Obituary Committee Report: 
The Obituary Committee 

First-Thomaston: 
.. 

Little Bethel 

Ht. Olive 

New Liberty 

given by Barbara A~nold. 
repo~ted our 1oss of the following: 

Sarah ~Nell Keele 
Maude Windham 
Wynell Ray 
Gloria Womack 
Jasper Childree 
Neva Crook 
Doris Parker 
Hazel Tucker 
Annie Lou Streetman 
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MSC 

Turner's Chapel: 

( Memorials may be ~ound 

Leroy Allen 

1El i Robinson 
U.S. Wainvright 
Willard Wainvright 

in the Minutes on page 
0 

to accept. Moderator Ross 

. ) 
of silence in 

memory of the brothers and 
called to p a moment 
sisters ve have lo~, folloving 

vhich, he led in a prayer of gratitude for th ir lives and 
for those they have left behind. 

Suggestion Committee Report: given by Sara Lunsford . 
"We, your Suggestion Committee, recommend ... 

Itim 11. "that each pastor explain to the church that the 
Association meeting is for all the people and encourage 
everyone to a ttend. Adopted. 

Item 12. "that ve give the host church a rising vote of thanks 
for refreshments and the meal to come ." Adopted. 

Item •3. "that the offering taken today go to the mission 
account for B~o. Jeff Lunford." Lunsford gratefully 
declined due to our lack of funds to have Minutes 
printed. The recommendation vas ~hen amended to keep 
today's offering in the General Fund for thi ~ purpose. 
Adopted. 

' State Mission Board Report: given by Arthur Smith. 
1. A church has asked to come under our Board. 
2 . Old N. Fayette property has been sold and the money is in 

hand. 

State Board of Camping Rep~t: given by Arthur Smith . 
Plans for an elaborate camp ~acility vas shared. · The State 

Association mandated that they prepare a concept . It vill be 
presented to the State at our upcoming State Meeting in Metter in 
November. 

. \ 
state Board of Christi~n Education: given by Jeff Lunsford 
1. Ministers Wives Retreat -- had to be postponed due to 

Hurricane Floyd. Work is under way to come up with an 
alternate date . 

2 . Senior Saints Retreat is Oct. 18-20. 
3. s.s. Seminar with Keith Kenemer, odt. 22 & 2~. 

Ordaining Council had nothing to report today. 

Executive Committee Report: given by Junior Welch & Moderator 
Ross. 

1. Brian Fuller: has joined Southern Baptists, rendering his 
FWB ordination credentials null and void. The c l erk vill 
pla~e notice of this in the GA Promotional Bulletin. 

2. Nev Life: has an interim pastor of another denomination. 
MSC to give them 6 months to come up with FWB pastor . 

3. Nev Beginning Baptist Church: This church, begun by Rev. 
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Dwight Smith, petitioned to be accepted into Chattahoochee 
Association. ~Will change their name to include FWB.) They 
have agreed to be under the watchcare of the Association for 
12 months. MSC. The Moderator then, on behalf of the 
Association, exte nded the right hand o f fellowship to Bro. 
D~ight ~mith , who repesented the church. Brother Dwight 
thanked the Asso~iation and then turned in the ir first 
corresponding letter to the Chatta ho oc hee Associa tion, a~ong 
with represention fees totaling $75 ($25 for District & $50 
for Nationa l Assoc iation). 

4. New Prospect: The Moderator reported that the church did 
not wish to meet with the Executive Committee . Bro. 
Wainwright's credentia l s will be surrendered. The c lerk 
will place notice .of this in the Promotional Bulletin . 
Associati on property (youth banners , etc.) have been 
retur ned . 

Executive Secretary William Sm-ith : reported on t he National 
Association in Atlanta. Dr. & Mrs. Forlines will speak at 
the Senior Saints Retreat at St. Simon's Island, Oct . 1 8-20. 
Regarding. the State Meeting, Nov . 18-20 in Metter, Dr. 
Michael Guido of "Seed From Ttle Sower" will speak to s t art 
the meeting . Henry Shellman will speak Saturday AM to c lose 
the meeting. Dec. 27-2 8 i s the State~ide Youth Retreat. 
$30.00/person . (7th grade and above). The Mission Board has 
taken the King's Bay FWB Mission under the board and a 
pastor has been hired. He will arrive on the field soon. 
Mentioned "Marching Thr ough Georgia" and "New Members 
Handbook" by Dodd. "FWB Handbook" by Matt Pinson. Abou t 
money, our state budget has alredy been met . T~e Coop 
Budget is runni ng a month ahead of schedule. Rece ived Bro. 
Smith'~ repo•t as information. 

Association meet i ngs for ye ar 2000. Hosts were announced. 
January 8: New Beginning 
April 1: Mt . Olive 
July ·-\ 1: Little Bethel 
October l 1: ~urner's ~h~pe l 

Nominating Commi ttee Report: given by Junior Welch. 
The Nomi~at lng Committee s late of n ominees vas as 
Moderator Rev . · Charles Clark 
Ass t. Moderator Rev . Artnur Smith 
C1e rk / Treas. Rev. Henry Shellman 
Asst . Clerk/Treas . JoRnny New 
Executive Committee E.A. Wewlch, Jr. 
Ordaining Counci l Rev . Eug~ne Ross 
Suggestion Committee Mar y Wilhoite 
Youth/Camp Rev . Arthur Smith 
State C.E. Board Rev. Charles Clark 
Board of Camping Rev . Arthur Smith 
Dlst. Youth Competition Pam Gulned & Tina Duncan 

follows: 
20 01 
2001 
2000 
2000 
2002 
2002 
2002 
2000 
2002 
20 02 
20 00 

MS to elect entire s l ate. Carried. Only 1 dessenting vote. 



MSC to adjourn the business session and go into our wors hip 
session . The service vas tu~ned over to hos t pastor Henry 
Shellman. Junior Wel ch led us in si nging Heaven' s Jubilee . An 
offering vas received . Henry Shellman brought our message from 
Jos hua 13 : 1 , a sermon he titled "There is Much Land Remaini ng To 
Be Possessed." Joshua . vas old , and a fter many years of 
victories, he vas apparently beco~ing c omplacent. He is her e 
being reminded of hi s calling. Per haps we, members of t he 
Chattahoochee Associa tion , need t he same rem inder. 

The o ffering totaled $78.50. 
There were approx . 48 peopl e in attendance . 

. Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Eugene F . Ross , Moderator 
Rev. Jeffery D. Lunsford, Clerk 

ADDENDUM TO MINUTES 

• 
TO: GEORGI A PROMOTIONAL BULLETIN 

Be it kno wn that the-~w PrQspect Free Will Baptist Church, 
Reynolds, GA, is no long r affiliated with the Free Will Baptist 
denomination, choosing in tead to become an -independent church. 
Be it further kno wn that the ordination credenti~l s o f A. P. 
Wainwr igh t, New Pro~ect's pastor, have been revoked and are thus 
null and void. 

Be it known t ha t Brian K. Fuller has uni ted with 
a nother denomination . His Free Will ' Baptist 
c redentials are thus null and void . 

By order of the Chattahoochee Association. 
Rev. Jeff Lunsford, Clerk 

15 

a c hurch of 
ord ination 

• I 

" 



c . 

ADDENDUM TO MINUTES 

0 

Report On Sunday School Training Seminar 
Oct. 23, 1999 

The Chattahoochee Association ~as greatly blessed to have Brother 
Keith Kenemer. and his team of training · specialists from 
Evangelical Training Association. Six ne~ sunday School classes 
~ere begun in our churches as a result of his seminar ~ith us in 
the Spr i.ng! 

On Friday night, the 22nd, Brother Keith met ~ith pastors and 
Sunday School ?uperintendents. He spoke about the administration 
of Sunday School and offered us nume~ous practical suggestions on 
gro~ing our Sunday Schools. He especially pointed out the 
bene£ its of care:ful record keeping. 

Saturday's seminars ~ere for teachers. Understanding the p~pils 
and a ~ealth of practical ho~-to ' s were given. 

Several mentioned afterward that they would like to have Bro. 
Kelch back next Spring. 

· The f_inances for this event were as fo!lows: 

Receipts: 

Expenses: 

First - · Thomaston 
Mt. Olive 
Little Bethel 
Trinity \ 
Turner's C~ape} 
Rev. Sidney Jones 

Total 

Books/Materials 
Travel 
Honorar i ums 

Total 

16 

$200.00 
$200.00 
$100.00 
$100 . ,00 
$200.00 
$ 60.00 . 

$860 . 00 

$159.00 
$3f8.04 .. 
$400.00 

$887.04 



Third Quarterly Meeting 

The 3rd quarterly meeting of t he Chattahoochee Assoc iation of 
Free Will Baptists conve~ed July 10, 1999 at t he First Free Will 
Baptist Church of Thomaston. -The meeting began at 9:30 AM with host pastor the Je ff Lunsford 
leadi ng t he congregation in singing " I Am Thine, 0 Lord." Prayer 
by the Rev. Ow lght Smith. 0 The Moderator, Rev. Gene Ross , was · 
introduced, who then cal l ed the meeting to order. ' 

Standing delegates were seated. 

Corresponding letters were ca lled for and tead by t he Revs . 
Dwight & _Art hur Smith . Corresponding churches and t heir elected 
delegate s were as follows: 

Bethany 
First - Thomaston 
Little· Bethel 
Mt. Olive 

Ne w Liberty 
New Life 
New Prospect 
Spring Hill 
Trinity 
Tur(ler ' s Cha~el 

Bro. Ruble Youngblood, Br o. ~icky Fuller 
Melissa Lunsford 

Mary Wilhoite, Thomas Windham, Barbara Jean 
Windham, Ba~bara Arnold 
Perry Lunsford, Sara Lunsford 
No report. 
No report . 
Sam Wh itt , 
Marilyn Smith , Josephipe Welch, Carol Welch 

MSC to accept the letters and seat the delegates. Rolls were 
called and absentees noted . Ralph Windham was appointed to sit 
in on the Suggestion Committee. The Moderator also appointed t he 
Finance Committee : A.~. Windham, Meli ssa Lunsford , E.A. Welc h Jr. 
Recessed for committee work and fellows hip. 

Reconvened at 10:15. 

Minutes of the 'p~vi ous ~eeting v~re received as printed. 

Committee and Board Reports : 

Finance commi ttee report: 
General Fund Balance 
Benevolent Fund Balance 
Mi ssion Fund Balance 

Received today: Representa tion f~es 

Benevolence Fund · 
Mission Fund 
Total 

MS C to receive the report. 

17 

$433.21 
$271.71 
$ 68.81 

$195.00 
$ 0.00 

±. $ 0.00 
$19 5 . 00 



Suggestion Committee report vas given by Marilyn Smith: 

MSC to accept report and considf~ item by item. 
1 . We, your suggestion Committee, recommend: that our pastors 
explain t hat associational meetings ar e for all the member s of 
the churches in the association, not just t he delegates and 
pastors. MS C 

0 
2. We, your suggestion Committee, recommend : that the By- lavs 
require that any minister on the Ministerial Roll be a member o f 
a Free Will Baptist Churc h in the Chattahoochee Association. 

After much discussion the motion carried. 

3. We, your Suggestion Committee, 
chutch be given a rising vote 
hospitality. MSC 

recommend: that 
of appreciation 

the host 
for its 

State Mission Board: the Rev. Arthur Smitp reported that he had 
Architectural sketches for the building at our North Fayette 
mission vor~ for us to look at today. Missionary Paul Smith is 
getting bids for this building projec t . 

State . Board of Camping: the Rev. Arthur Smith reported that the 
Board. will bring to the State Meeting a master plan for a State
owned camp. Smith reported that it will have a price tag of 
about $5 million. 

' 
Nat ional Association in Atlanta: Jeff Lunsford spoke regarding 
our dire need for volunteers at the National. 

Ordaining Council had nothing to report at this meeting . 

• 
New Business: 

1. New Prospect WithG+awal. Motion and second to acknowledge 
their withdrawal and bi~ them · God-speed. Motion and second to 
amend the motion to inclpde the Executive Board bein9 directed by 
this body to contact them · and ask them · to reconsider. The 
amendment carried. The amended motion carried. 

2. Association Property. Bro. Arthur Smith m9ved that we ask 
them to return Association property (youth bann~rs). Seconded. 
Mot ion carried. 

3. Rev. A.P. Wainwright. Bro. Arthur Smith moved that we require 
the ordination credentials of Rev. A.P. Wa inwright because of his 
sentiment as shown in leading his church to 'pull out of the 
Association . Seconded. The motion carried 15 to 1 . 

4. Sunday ·school Seminar. 
The Moderator shared Keith Kenemer's proposed program and 
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expenses (attached). It was suggested that we bring the special 
offerings for this event to t~ .Annual Meeting in October. 

5. Nominating Committee. MSC to have the Moderator appoint a 
Nominating Committee at this meeting to bring back a report at 
our Annual Meeting in October. Appointed were: 

1. E.A. Welch, Jr.,· Chmn. o 
2. Rev. Dwight Smith 
3. Ralph Windham 

6. Assistant 
Jean Windham 
resignation. 
this capacity 
Oct'ober. 

~ler k/Treasurer . Due to health reasons, Barbara 
has resigned effective today. MSC to accept her 
Bro. Henry Shellman was elected today· to serve in 
until election of officers at the Annual Meeting in 

7 . MSC to give a rising vote of thanks to Barbara Jean Windham 
for having served in this capacity. 

Rev. Arthur Smith announced a benefit singing for Bethany FWB 
Chur ch on the last saturqay night of this month. 

Adjourned for the worship service. 

' 

The Morning Message: The Rev. Dwight Smith brought our message 
from ~atthew 26:36-41, a message entitled "A Call To The Cross." 
The . fact of going to the cross was not an issue to Christ, but 
t he clos.er He got to it ~e more fellowship He needed with God 
and God's people. wi have many to pray for, but it is altogether 
appropriate for us to pray for our needs. 

The inner circle was 
intercessors. Those 
all the same. 

charged with the responsibility of belng 
utside the gate were not. He loved them 

1'here were approximately 41 people in attend.ance. 

(Today's offering totaled$ 51.00 . ) 

il 
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Second Quarterly Me~ting 

The second quarterly meeting of the C~attahoochee Association of 
Free Will Baptists met April 4, 1999, at Little Bethel Free Will 
Baptist Church, Ideal, GA . 

The meeting began at 9:30 AM with h~st pastor Sidney Jones 
leading the congregation in singing "A~ The Cross . " Prayer by 
Leonard ~ayfield. The Moderator, Rev. Gene Ross, was introduced, 
who then called the meeting to order and explained that we may 

~ have to change the order of service for the day inasmuch as we 
have our youth competition today. 

Standing delegates were seated . 

Corresponding letters were called for and read by the Revs . Henry 
Shellman and Charles Clark. Corresponding churches and their 
elected delegates were as follows: 

Bethany No report. 
Melissa Lunsford First - Thomaston 

Little Bethel 
Mt . Olive 

Ruby Ray, · Blondell Layfield 
Mary Wilhoite, Arline Smith, 
Sid Crook 

Junior Smith, 

New Liberty 
New Life 

Perry Lunsford, Sara Lunsford 

Ne~ Prospect 
Spring Hill 
Trinity 
Turner's Chapel 

. 

No · report. 
Sam Whitt 
Marilyn Smith 

MSC to ~ccept the letters and •eat the delegates. Rolls were 
-called and absentees noted. • Finance Committee appointed: Richard 
Anthony, Perry Luns~ord, Junior Smith. Offering received. 
Dismissed .far committee work and fellowship. 

Reconvened at 10:15 with o8youth competition: 
3rd Grade Bible Memorization Benjamin Lunsfo,rd. 
Piano Solo: Jos,e.Ph Lunsford. 
6th Grade Bible Sword Drill: oseph Lunsford . 
Piano Solo: Benjamin Lunsford 
Guitar Solo: Joseph Lun§iord 

Business resumed. Minutes of the previous meeting wer~ received . 
Finance committee report: 

General Fund Balance 
Benevolent Fund Balance 
Mission Fund Balance 

Received today: Representation fees 
Offering 
Benevolence Fund 
Mission Fund 
Total 

20 

' $406 . 30 
$371.71 
$ 66.61 

$175.00 
$ 52.50 
$ 0.00 

±. $ 0.00 
$227.50 

' J 

' " 
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C.E. Board report given by Jeff Lunsford: 
1. Ministers Retreat at Little Ocmulgee State Park in McRae, 

GA. Cost is $25.00 re9istration and meals. Dr. Hilton 
Fields from Free Will Baptist Bible College will be the 
speaker. 

2. State Youth Competitive Activities: Hay 14-15. We have 
plenty of young . people in our c~urches to be involved 
in competition. Order ~terials from Randall House 
right after the National Association. 

Suggestion Committee report: "We your suggestion committee 
recommend ... 

1 . We need a volunteer to take over youth competition for 
district and that ve keep the Lunsford family in our 

• prayers in their new endeavors. 
2. That ve have a follow up s.s. teacher training with Keith 

Kenemer in the Fall. 
3. That everybody attend the youth rally on April 17th when 

the Bible College Quartet will per~orm. 
4. That ve have another Associational Revival in the Spring 

of the year 2000." 
5. That all our ch~rches participate in the Concert of 

Prayer (for the National Association) at Ht. Olive, 
Friday, April 16th, at 7:00 PH. 

S That a vote of thanks be given to the host ch~rch for 
their hospitality today . " 

Respectfully submitted: 

Bro . Sid Crook 
Mary Wilhoite 
Marilyn Smith, Chmn. 

The report vas receiv~d an~the recommendations were conidered 
item by item: 

1. Linda Whitt vas recommended. Charles Clark recommended 
· that we also have a contact person in each church for 

this person to work with. HSC 
2. Moderator R~~ shared a letter from Bro. Kenemer 

concerning a t~acher training seminar he could present. 
Several commented favorably on this suggestion. It vas 
moved, seconded and carried that we have the follow-up 
as suggested and that Bro. Kenemer be contacted right 
away to set up a date. 

3. MSC 
4. HSC 
5. HSC Moderator asked that pastors ,give an estimate of 

attendees from respective ehurches so that they wold 
know how much food to prepare. 

6. MSC 

Brief discussion vas given to our upcoming National Association 
in Atlanta? eapecially regarding the need for volunteers and the 
need to pre-register! 
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·Old Business: Clerk 
to non-participatin9 
It will be done. 

for9ot to send out letter of encoura9ement 
churches as directed at the last meetin9. 

( " 

Our next quarterly meetin9 will be at First-Thomaston on July 
lOth. 

' 0 Youth Competition Awards: All competitors scored hi9h enou9h to 
90 on to State Competition. Competitors re9istration fees to be 
p~id out of district Youth Fund. 

Adjourned for the worship service. 

Rev. Henry Shellman ·brou9ht 
9:~. Hts messa9e was titled 
he emphasized that all of us 
the field of harvest . 

our messa9e f·rom Jonah 1: 2-3, Acts 
"Paul Or Jonah, Which Are You?" and 

are commanded to "arise and 90" lpto 

-----------------------------------------------~-----------------

There were approximately 40 people in attendance. The qlerk 
received $2 . 00 after the meetin9 to be added to today's offering. 

\ 

• 
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FIRST QUARTERLY MEETING 

The first quarterly meeting ~f · the Chattahoochee Association 
convened January 2, 1999 at Spring Hill Free Will Baptist Church , 
Mauk, GA. 

The meeting began at 9:3Q · with the songregation singing, "Amazing 
Grace" acappella, led by host pastor, Rev. Dwight Smith. Prayer 
by Rev. Charles Clark. The Moderator, Rev. Gene Ross, was 
introduced and called the meeting to order. 

Standing delegates seated. 

Corresponding letters: read by Arthur & Dwight Smith 

No report. 
Melissa Lunsford 

Bethany 
First-Thomaston 
Little Bethel 
Mt. Olive Mary Wilhoite, Barbara Windham, Jr. Smith, 

Thomas Windham 
New .Liberty 
New Life 

No report. 
No report . 
No report . New Prospect 

Spring Hill 
Trinity 
Turner's Chapel 

Carolyn Smith, Sam Whitt, Doug Whitt 
Carol Welch, Marilyp Smith, Josephipe Welch 

Elected church delegates were seated. Rolls called. 
noted. 

Absentees 

Sisters Josephine Welch & Barbara Arnold were asked to serve on 
the Suggestion Committee foG.today. 

Finance Committee: Henry Shellman, Gerald Moore, E.A. W~lch, Jr. 

Recessed for Committee Work & Fellowship . 
. 

10:15 Meeting resumed. \ _ 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: $1~5 .~0 received today in representation 
fees . Shellman explained that we are having financ ial 
difficulties due to the fact that some of our churches are not 
regularly sending representation fees. . The· result is that we 
will not be able to meet our expenses. Churches"that are giving 
may want to give more. It was also suggested that churches 
reconsider just how many copies of the Minutes they really need. 
Several churches are ordering more than they actually need . 

SUGGESTION COMMITTEE: Report wa s given by Barba~a Arnold. 
"We, your Suggestion ~ommittee, recommend: 

1. that· the churches that have not attended our quarterly 
meetings in a long time be reminded that they need to attend 
as often as possible to help make this one of the best years 
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2. 
we've ever had. 
that we remember 
would have been 
Wyatt. 

( . 
those absent 
here. Pray 

0 

from us today that we know 
especially for Bro. Warren 

3. that we give the host church a rising ovation for hosting 
the Association in such a friendly manner." 

The report was received and the recommendations were considered 
item by item. 

#1. Charles Clark questions how this will be done. Amended to 
instruct clerk to write a letter explaining to them how we 
miss then and need them, and encourage them to attend. 
Sidney Jones also encouraged that. Adopted . 

h 

2. MSC 
3. MSC 

MISSION BOARD report by Arthur Smith. There are problems with 
the bonding company paying us for the South Atlanta work. An 
attorney has been secured to deal with the bonding agency. 

The Ordaining Council, Executive Board, and Campihg Board, have 
no ~eports today. 

Melissa Lunsford reported on Sunday School Seminar, Feb. 6th, at 
Turner's Chapel. Every church is encouraged to attend. The body 
v.oted to give Bro. Keith Kenemex 32.5 cents per mile, plus love 
offering. The Association will provide for his mileage expense, 
and a love offefing •ill be received. MSC Bring a list of 
prospects you have for your Sunday School as well as your current 
Sunday School enrollment. 

' Several churches pledged financial support to help vfth the 
expense · of this ·~~ting. 

YOUTH COMPETITION ~ill be at next qu~rterly me~ting. Registration 
deadline is March 8th. · 

The Moderator- reminded everyone about the National Association in 
Atlanta in July. Workers are needed. Please volunteer. 

MSC to receive the Minutes of the last meeting. 

Jeff Lunsford gave C.E. Board report. 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: 

Arth~r S~ith brought a motion that the Executive Committee look 
at the material in the back of the minutes to see if any of it 
should be updated. Much of the information is redundant. MSC 
Moderator instructed the committee to meet today to set a date 
for a work· meeting. 
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Bro. Tyson Ray reminded us that Jan . 17th is a Day of Prayer and 
Fasting for GA Free Will . Baptists. 

0 
MSC to adjourn for the vorship service. 

Our Wor ship began vith prayer by Jr. Wel c h. The 
sang "Power In The Blood", led by Bro. Sam Whitt. 
received total led $125.00. "Showers of Blessi ng" 

congregation 
The offe ring 

Rev. Henry Shellman brought a powerful me ssage from John 21:14 -
17.in which we were chal lenged not to tell Jesus how much you 
love Him ... show Him! By feeding· His sheep and by standing up 
for God's Word. There is no outrage over the rampant sin in our 
country today . We vill not be popular. . But we are told to be 
separated (different). We are to be witnesses for Jesus (Acts 
1:8) and He will give us the power to do what He wants us to do. 
An · invitation followed with an altar full of ministers, deacons, 
and church leaders. · 

The ~eeting was then adjourned. 

' 
Corresponding letters were received from New Liberty on Jan. 5th 
with ~ representation fee of $15, and New Life on Feb. 16th with 
a representation fee of $10.00 . 

• 
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MEMORIALS 
I.n loving memory the Chattahoochee Association submits the .following members: 

----- . ________ __{_._ ____ ·---
FIRST - THOMASTON 

Sarah Nell Keele 
Maude Windham 

January 1S, 1999 
February 27, 1999 

"'\ ------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LITTLE BE1HEL 

Gloria Wemark 
Wynelle Ray 

June 28, 1936 -June 3, 1999 
Nov 28, 1924 -March 24, 1999 

NEWLmERTY 

Annie Lou Streetman 

----------------------------~-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MTOLIVE 

Jasper Childres 
NevaCrook . 
Hazel Tucker 
Doris Parker 

Sept 3, 1924 - Jan 17, 1999 
'uly 10, 1921 - Aug 20, 1999 
May 22, 19i3- Aug 22, 1999 
Feb 29, 1924- Sept 14, 1999 

-----------------------------\ ·-. ---.----------~---------------

TURNER'S CHAPEL . . 

U. S. Wainwright 
Leroy Allen 
Eli Robinson 
Willard Wainwright 

TRINITY 

Neva Watson 

-----··----·-----·-··-------·-------------·--------·-------· ··----------·-----·-----. . 
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CHURCH COVENANT 
Pxesented to the Chuxches of the 

Chattahoochee Associa1ion of Fxee Will Baptists 

We, the Fxee Will Baptist Chuxcb of Chxist, hereby Covenant and agxee: 
1st. That we will re11ain united togethex in Chuxch capacity and that we will not 

de11and a lettex of dismission without giving a sufficient xeason, and we will endeavox 
faithfully to dischaxge all oux Chxistian dutieS>. 

2nd. That we will 1abox togethex to xemain fxee fxom all violations to the Bible 
doctdnes, oxdinances, and faith once dellvexed to the Saints. 

3xd. That ve villllve mutually in fellowship and not estrange ouxselves fxo11 any 
of the bxethxen. 

4th. That we will respect each othex's llbexties of conscience, patiently beax 
each othex's buxdens, stxengthen the weak, warn the v avexing and instxuct the young 
and the ign.oxex. 

5th. That ve will watch ovex each othex for good and give our Brethxen timely 
warnings if ve see them exposed to danger ox about to be led astxay. 

6th. That ve will expose ox xidicule our bxethxen because of theix impexfections, 
neithex will we report evil of any one unless ve know they are guilty. 

7th. That our daily conversation shall be edifying a nd such that is becoming fox 
the Saints. 

8th. · That we will avoid all impropex intexcouxse of all ungodliness, that we will 
not visit places vhexe our Christian influence will be impaired. 

9th. That we will attend all meetings of the church fox the pxeaching of the 
Gospel, the administxation of the ordinances, the church confexences a~d all religious 
meetlngs, unless ve have a sufflcient xeason for absence. 

lOth. That ,ve will assist in supporting oux pastor, in xelleving the needy, and 
defraying the expenses of oux churches according to our several abilities. 

11th. That ve will in all cases and under all circumstances endeavor to walk 
according to our Savior's Golden Rule: Do unto others As You Would Have Theil Do Unto 
You." 

· 12th. That we will exerclse our spirltual gifts as veil as we are able for the 
,instxuctioil and edification of o.ur bxe~ren and sisters. 

13th. That ve will strlve to cultivate deep and uniform piety in .oux heaxts and 
encourage the same around us. 

14th. · That we will strictly administex the government of the chuxch laboring 
always to promote its purity and holy influence. 

15th. That we will not k!f\vingly c.ondemn th~ innocent or favor the guilty and 
that we strive to pxevent strife ~nd factions in the church. 

16th. That if any among us shall be guilty of gross sins he shall be excluded fro11 
our fellowship. An acknowledgment convincing .. the church that he has xepented will 
restore him back to the fellowship of the chuxch. 

17th. If an officer or deacon be guilty of such sins, he shall not hold his office, 
at the pleasuxe of the church, any longer. If he convinces the chuxch that he has 
sorrowfully repented of these sins the church may then xestore hill to his former 
position. , 

18th. That ve will strictly pursue the case pointed out in the Gospel, should any 
of oux brethren txespass against us. Matt. 18:15 

19th. That ve vlli not delay to acknowledge our impropex conduct to the church 
in confexence should we go astray. 

20th. That ve will go immediately to any member of the church against whoa ve 
may hear unfavorable reports and inform him of the same without bxinging it up in 
conference unless necessary. 

21st. That we will abstain fxom all sinful conformities to the voxld. That ve will 
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refrain froa all evll amusements of the world. 
22nd. That we will not traffic in ourselves, not furnish to others intoxici:ating 

brinks as a beverage, and that we will sustatn"Such in the church. 
23rd. Written and adopted at the 1937 session of the Chattahoochee Free Will 

Baptist Association by Rev. W.H. Emerson, Rev. E.G. Grimsley, Rev. H. L. Lumpkin. 

0 

ARTICLES OF FAITH AND DOCTRINAL VIEWS 

1. We believe that the Holy Bible vas written by men divinely inspired and is a 
treasure of heavenly instruction; that it has God for its author, salv~tion for its end, 
the truth without any mixture or error for its matter that it reveals the principles by 
which God will judge us, and there it shall remain with us to the end of time the true 
center of Christian union and the supreme standard to which all human conduct and 
opinion confirm - Rev. 19:13; John 5:39. 
2. That there is one true and living God, whose name is Jehovah, the maker and ruler 
of heaven and earth, inexpressibly glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, 
confidence and love, revealed in the personal distinction of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and executing distinct but harmonious offices 
int he great work of redemption. Ex. 6:3; Psalm 33:18. 
3. That man vas created in a state of holiness under the law of his maker, but by 
voluntary trapsgression fell from that holy and happy state, in consequence of which 
men are nov sinners, not by constraint, but by choice, being by nature u~terly devoid 
of holiness required by the law of God, wholly given to the qratif!cation of the world, 
Satan, and their own sinful passions, and therefore are under just condemnation to 
eternal ruin without defense or excuse. Gen.1:27, 3:6,19 -2 3. 
4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, through the mediatorial office 
of the Son of God, who took upon himself our nature, yet without sin, honored the law by 
his personal obedience, and made atonement for sin by his death; being risen from the 
dead~ he is nov enthroned in heaven, ant\flmiting in his wonderful person the tenderest ' 
sympathies which divine perfection is every way qualified to be suitable, 
compassionate and all suff~cient Savior. Eph. 2:5, 5:8; Rom. 7:11. 
5. That th~ Gospel blessing which Christ in his fullness bestows on such as believe 
in him, is justification. That this justification consists in the pardon of sin an<t the 
promise of eternal life, upon p~,ciples of righteousness and atonement, and ~at 
brings us into a state of most bles ed peaoe and favor with God. Rom. 8:30; Ezek. 18:28; 
John 3:14; Rom. 8:17. 
6. That the blessings of salvation a.re made free to ·all by the 6ospel; that is the • 
lmmediate duty of all who received them by a cordial and obedient faith and that 
nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth, but his own voluntary 
refusal to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ, which refusal will subject him to an 
aggravated condemnation. Hk. 16:16; John 1 7:20; Is. 1:20. · 
7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated, or obedient to the Gospel; and 
that its evidence is found in the holy fruits vhicb we brlng forth to God. John 3:2 - 8; 
Matt. 3;8-10. 
8. That election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which he regenerates, 
sanctifies and saves sinners, it being perfectly consistent with the free agency of 
aan, that it comprehend all means with the end; that it is a glorious display of God's 
goodness, being infinitely vise, wholly unchangeable; born again: that regeneration 
consists of giving a holy disposition to the mind and is affected in a manner above our 
comprehension by the power of the Holy Spirit, producing voluntarily that it utterly 
excludes boasting, and promotes huaillty, prayer, praise, trust in God and active 
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iaitation of his free mercy, that it encourages the use of means in the highest degree; 
that it is the foundation of Christian assurances, and that to ascertain it with regard 
to ourselves demands and deserves ou' utmost diligence. 
9. That the preserving attachments of true believers to Christ is the grand aark 
which distinguishes then from superficial possessors; that a special Providence 
watches over their welfare, and that they are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation. Eph. 1:3,14; I Pet. 1:3,5 
10. That the law of God is eternal, uncHangeable rule of the Government, that it is 
holy, just and good; that the inability which the scriptures ascribe to fallen aan to 

. ,, 
fulfill its precepts, arises entirely from his love of sin; to deliver him through a 
mediator to unfeigned obedience to the Holy law is one design of the Gospel of the 
means of grace connected with the establishment of the visible church. Matt. 5:13; Luke 
10:13-20, 14:17. 
11. That the first ¢lay of the week is the Lord's Day, or Christian Sabbath, that it 
should, be kept sacred to religious purpose-s by abstaining from all secular labor and 
recreation; by the direct observance of all means of grace, both public and private, and 
preparation, for the rest which remains for the children of God. Ex. 20:8; Heb. 4:9; I 
Thess. 1:7; Psalm 16:9. 
12. That civil government is of divine appointment .for the interest and good order of 
human society, that magistrates are to be prayed for conscientiously, honored and 
obeyed in all things not contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Lord 
of the ·conscience and the Prine~ of the kings of earth. Ex. 23:7; Acts 23:5; I Tim. 5:17. 
13. That there is a radical and essential difference between the righteous and the 
wicked; that such only as are justified in his esteem, which such as continue in· 
impenitence and unbelief are in· his sight wicked and under his curse,_ and his distinction 
holds good among men both in and after death. Matt . 25:46; Hark 16:16. 
14. That the end of this world i s approaching, when Christ will descend from heaven 
and raise the dead from their graves to final retribution, that a solemn separation will 
then take place, the righteous be adjudged to everlasting happiness, and the wicked to 
endless punishment, and this judgment will forever be the final state of man in heaven 
or hell, on the principles of righteousness. John 5:25; Matt . 25:34,41,46 • 

., 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 

1. We believe that a <ro~el Chur~h, or a church of Christ, is a congregation of 
Christians constituted and governed according to the rules laid down in the New 
Testament. ( . 
2. That thof?e rules require cliurches to preserve the form of goverruaent and the 
ordinances of the first Christian churches and to be composed of baptized believers in 
Christ. - . _ 
3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number of Gospel churches, and 
that the invisible church is composed of the redeemed oow in heaven, and of such 
Christians on earthy as are not attached to th~ visible cnurch, according to the 
Gospel rules. 
4. That the establishment of central or catholic gove~nment over the invisible 
church, or any part thereof, is a devise of earthly ambit}.ons repugnant to the Word of 
God, subversive to the churches and dangerous to the liberty of men. 
5. The Gospel Churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or tribunal authorized by 
the Scriptures; that each church has the unrestricted right to administer its pwn 
government without supervision or interference, being under Christ essentially 
independent and absolute; and that if this right be sur,rendered to superintending 
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jurisdict,lon by delegation or otherwise, the assemblies cease to be a Gospel Church. 
6. That churches may nevertheless, we suppose meet, by delegates, form an 
association and declare the terms upon whichC they will keep up the Correspondence; but 
that the right and authority of churches being inalienable, or in no wise compromised 
or hindered by entering into an association, and therefore an association has no 
authority over churches or individuals, their only power being to transact business 
which does not pertain to churches on· their ecclesiastical capacity; to promote mutual 
intercourse, and a concentration of voluntarr effort, and to give that advice to 
churches which might with equal authority be given by an individual. 

, 7. That the authority of the churches is designed for the perpetuation of the true 
religion of the gospel, and for the preservation of a true and orderly body of 
Christians on earth, that it is fully sufficient for the purpose inter:tded, but that it 
d oes not extend to person, property or conscience of men in any manner whatever. 
8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in Christ and obedienc e 
to t he Gospel; that faith in Christ necessarily exists in connection with the belief in 
the fundamental truths of Christianity, and that to prescribe any other requisite of 
such membership is an assumption of authority on the part of the church and departure 
from the Gospel plan. 
9. That the officers of a church are ~lders and deacons; that the elders are also 
called bishop;s or pastors, and all the elders are equal in rand, though they perform 
different functions since some may be bishops, or pastors of particular churches , 
while others may be simply elders, having no pastoral charge. 
10. That the ·authority of a minister of the Gospel extends to teaching, exhortation 
and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot perform any acts that belong to the 
authority of the church -- such as the reception of members in the church compact, or 
the expulsion of offenders; that as a member of the church, he is no more than any 
other· members, and if he is guilty of transgressions he is to brought to trial before 
his brethren and c onvicted or acquitted in the same manner as if he were a privat e 
person; yet we think it prudent to call in advisory help, especially if the minis ter is to 
be tried upon a charge of hearsay. 
11. 'That Chtlstian baptism is the imme111ion of a believer: in water, in the name of the 
Fa,ther:, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
12. That the Lord's supper and Washing the Saints' Feet are ordiriances to be 
obs erved in the church untli the Lord comes. 
1 3. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their offices by ordination, qr t he 
imposition of the hands of the ~esbytery and prayer, without which they are n ot 
authorized to administer the ordin~~ces pertaining to ~heir respective offices. 
14. No preacher shall be ordained ~nless called to take charge of a church as pastor, 
or: for some other good and sufficient re~son. . 

CHURCH ORGANIZATION 
. 

Preliminaries, When several believers wish to be organized into a church, they request 
a council from some sister church. This council or committee (commonly called an arm) 
examines into the Christian character, doctrines· and fellowship of the applicants, 
proceeds as follows: ' 

ll'he Bible is presented as the only rule of faith and practice. A church covenant 
is read and adopted. A prayer of consecration is offered. The hand of fellowship is 
given. The church then proceeds to elect its officers, which are a Clerk, Treasurer, a 
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Pastor, and a board of deacons, vho constitute, vith the Pastor:, a coaaittee to 
pr:oaote order, activity, attendance, and the aeans of grace, benevolence and 
sufficient discipline in the church. Deafons should possess sound piety, and good 
business capacity and large benevolence. They hold office at the pleasure of the 
church. They ·assist in baptisms and the Lord's Supper:, have care of the poor, and 
conduct religious meetings in the absence of the pastor. 

CHURCH DECORUM 

1. The church may choose a pastor annually . at the last regular conference in the 
Associational year, or, if they prefer it may choose a pastor for an ind,efinite length 
of ~ime to continue from year: to year:, so long as they may deem it proper to keep up 
the connection. 
2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor: may be chosen at any other time, but if the 
choice be made at a special conference, the time must be appointed at a monthly meeting 
of the church. 
3. The pastor: shall be the moderator of the church, but vhen he is absent or does 
not sit as moderator:, some suitable brother: shall be appointed to sit in his place. 
4. There · shall be tvo or: more deacons in the church whose duty it shall be to 
superintend the collection and disbursement of the contribution made by. the church for 
the pastor, etc., and to dif?tr:ibute the bread and vine in the administration of the 
Lord's Supper:. 
5. The deacons shall take notice of such members and refuse or neglect to partake 
of the Lord's Supper and endeavor: to ascertain the cause, that the same may be laid 
before the church in conference if necessary. 
6. · Some -sui·table member shall be appointed Clerk and it shall be his duty to do aU 
the recording and other writing pet4raining to the business of the church, and to 

'preserve a file of minutes of the Association. . 
7. When a nev Clerk i·s appointed, all books, etc., belonging to the Clerk shall be 
immediately delivered to him by his predecessor. 
8. When it becomes necessary, a committee of not less than 3 male members vell 
acquainted vith business sha~e appointed, whose duty shall be to give advice to 
brethren vho apply to them relatlye to cases of deaUng, etc., with the church. 
9. The church shall hold a t._,'o-day meeting monthly, embracing saturday and the 
Lord's Day following, the first of which shall be the regular time of Conference. · 
10. It shall be the duty of every member, male and female, to attend each conference 
meeting if they can, for on-that day the pastor is expected to instruct the church in 
spiritual manner by giving plain and pointed lessons on · doctr:ine, discipline, and the 
rule of holy living. · 
11. Any male member vho shall fail to attend three successive conferences, and any 
member whatever who may be generally remiss in attenaing the meetings of the church 
according to the covenant (Article 10), he shall be cited to appear ln conference and 
answer for his neglect, but the church may exempt members from this rule if necessary. 
12. Conferences shall be opened and conducted as follows: · 

1. Prayer (unless divine service has just been conducted and generally then.) 
2. Invite vi.sitil)g brethren to seats. 
3. Open the door for the reception of aembers. 
4. Call for absentees. 
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5. Call for acknowledgments. 
6. can for reference or deferred business •• 
7. can for matters of dealing which are in order to come before the church. 
8. Miscellaneous business. 

13. Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister churches, shall be allowed to 
speak and make motions and seconds, but nqt be allowed to vote. 
14. Any orderly member of the Baptist Church vbo does not hold this church in 
membership may be received into the church without a letter, when it is made apparent 
that his Christian character is unimpeachable, and that he has applied for a letter and 
could not obtain it because he desired to join this or some sister church. All other 
meibers must join by letter or by baptism. 
15. No member shall be received without the unanimous consent of the members 
prese~t, but unreasonable objections shall be liable to be taken under dealing by the 
church. . 
16. When the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall inform the church that 
members have been absent for three successive conferences, and the moderator shall 
appoint some brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference. 
17. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited v~rbally or in writing to 
attend this trial; provided his residence be known to the church. 
18. When a witness, not a member of the church, is introduced, he shall not be 
examined until the question has been put tq the church: "Will you hear the testimony of 
this witness'?" 
19 . The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledgement shall be minuted in the 
church book. 
20. Members dismissed from the church by letter who become disorderly or continue 

· to hold their letter wit~out good reason shall be cited to the conference to answer 
for their conduct. 
21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on their petition if their walk 
s ince expulsion has convinced the church that they bave sincerely repented of their 
former evil. 
22. A vote shall.- not be taken on any question without a move and second, and in all 

.important questions the votes shall b~ takentf>y rising to their feet. 
23. No other motion shall be considered while a prevl'ous motion and second is before 
the conference. 
24. It shall be considered disorderly for a member to absent himself from the 
conference when an important question is to be decided; but a member, upon his request:, 
may be excused by the church from votl'h~on either side in peculiar cases. 
25. No member shall leave the house d · ring conference without sufficient cause nor 
engage in conversation or whispering v i! hout being subject .to be called to order by 
the moderator. · 
26. All discussions in conference must be conducted with calmness and a good feeling, 

· thos~ vho speak must rise to thefr feet and address the moder·~tor, and keep to the 
point of the debate. " 
27. No one .shall speak more than three times on the same motion without permission 
from the moderator, not shall the remarks of anyone be unreasc;mably long. 
28. When the moderator speaks he must nominate some brother in his stead. 
29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it is necessary to call the 
speaker to order. . · 
30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the administration of the Lord's 
Supper at least four times a year and the expenses are to be paid by the church. 
31. · Memb~rs not in goop standing shall not commune, but the administration shall not 
be deferred on account of any. 
32. Feet Washing shall be attended to as the church sees proper. 
33. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on proper occasions. 
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34. This Decorum may be amended or altered by the vote of two-thirds of the members 
present at any two successive monthly meetings. 

' . 

ORDER OF CHURCH BUSINES§ 

1. Open meeting and prayer. 
2. 11\Vite viS'iting brethren to seats. 
3. Open the door of the church for the reception of members. 
4. Call for absentees. 
5. Call for acknowledgements. 
6. Call for reference or deferred business. . 
7. Call for matters of dealing which are in order to come before the church. 
8. Miscellaneous business. 

CONSTITUTION 
of the 

CHATTAHOOCHEE 
FREE WILL BAPTIST 

ASSOCIATION 

Resolved, That ve t_orm an Ass.ociation upon the principles laid down in the Holy 
Scriptures~ to wit: Associations appear from Scripture and ecclesiastical history to 
have originally been formed, not from any positive injunction, either from Christ or His 
Apostles, but from mere expediency for the purpose of concentrating the efforts of 
individual church and bringing them to be with greater energy upon the subject 
designed to be accomplished by those churches. They were also considered as advisory 
council,, and referred to as such, but never •laimed any right of lording over God's 
heritage, nor vas their advice considered binding on the churches. In a word, 
associations were wholly dependent on church, and churches vere not dependeht upon 
associations, notvitlistanding the power abrogated to themselves, by some modern 

\ Baptist Associations, ve view them as being nowhere precedented by the primitive 
usage of any self-created bodies. ~ ' . · 

We, the delegates from our respect:~ve churches, being authorized by our church, 
do agree to form ourselves into an association to be known by the name of the 
Chattahoochee Free Will Baptist Association, and we promise not to withdraw ourselves 
~rom this association without first stating our reasons to the body for such intended 
withdrawal. 

It is proposed by the Association, first to promote revivals of religion by camp 
and protracted meetings. Secondly, to take an active part in Home Mis'sions. It is not 
intended by this Association to discuss queries. It is not the 4esign of this 
Association t o interfere in any way with the independence of churches composing it. It 
vas not inte.nded to establish creeds, rules of discipline, or make any law whatsoever 
to bind the churches, but to leave each church to regulate its own affairs. 

We, as an Association, take the Old and New Testaments as our C'onfession of faith 
as relates to the independency. 

· W~ believe that a .duly organized church consists of a congregation of saints, 
baptized' upon a creditable confession of faith in Christ. Christ .is the only Christian 
law-giver and supreme head of the churches, and the Word of God, the only infallible 
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xule of faith and practice. Evexy many has an inalienable dght to private judgment in 
concern of xeligion, and an equal dght to express his opinion in any way which will not 
violate the lavs of God ox the dghts of his fellow man. 

A chuxch has a dght to adopt measuxesf only as axe in accordance with the Word 
of God, and such as deemed necessaxy to carxy into effect the gxeat system of 
practice. 

The church is the highest ecclesiastical tribunal on eaxth, from who decision 
there is no appeal. 0 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

1. All candidates to be ordained in the ministry shall be xequired to come before the 
Ordaining Council for examination, befoxe actually being oxdained by some other body. 
All incoming pxeachexs would be xequixed to be examined by said council, before the 
chuxch ~hat he is to pastor would be allowed to paxticipate in the business of the 
Chattahoochee Association. 
2. All incoming pxeachers would be xequired to appeax befoxe said council befo re 
their names would appeax on the Ministedal Roll. 
3. Anyone failing to comply with this amendment to ou·r Constitution will not be 
xecognized as a duly o~dained minister of the Chattahoochee Association. 
4. The Exeeutive Board shall consist of the Moderator, the Clexk, and three at -
large members whose terms shall expire on a xotating basis. 
5. When the Chattahoochee Association is not in session, the Executive Board shall 
be fully authorized to do any business in the name of the Chattahoochee Associat ion. 
6. The Chattahoochee Association has full authority to direct the Executive Board 
in all business conducted on its behalf. 
7. 'fhe Executive 'board has · the prerogative of deferdng on any matter to the 
Chattahoochee Association as a whole, but is not under any obligation to do so. 
8. The Executive Board shall report to the Chattahoochee Association in session 
concerning any business conducted for the Association since its last convening. 
9. tio Chat~ahoochee Association committee oi: board may boxrow money or 
financially obligate the Chattahoochee t&ssociation without the approval of the 
Executive Board. 
10. Any individual in good standing with a member church in good standing with the 
Chattahoochee .Association may be elected to any office, regardless of the office he 
holds in his local, church (minister, deacon, etc.). 
~1. The individual having sexver-ue gxeatest poxtion of a three-year term on the 
Ordaining Council shall be considere chairman of that Council. 
12. If a delegate does not come t at least one quartexly meeting, that delegate 
should not be allowed to serve on a committee at the Annual Meeting. 
13. This Constitution may be changed, altered or amended by a two-thirds (2/ 3) vote 
of all delegates present and -voting at any xegular session of the Chattahoochee 
Association. Pdor to a final vote on any amendme'nt, change . or alteration, said 
amendment change or alteration shall be submitted in writing to the Clerk, shall be read 
once, pdor to the recess, and shall then lie on the table until the business resumes, 
at which time said amendment, change or alteration shall be ... lifted from the table, read 
again, then acted upon. (Item 4 adopted October 5, 1996; Items 5-11 adopted Jan. 6, 
1996; Item 12 adopted April 4, 1998) 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR QUARTERLY MEETINGS 

1. The body called to order by the Mode,rator 1£ he is present, if not the body may 
select some suitable member to act as Moderator pro-tea. 

2. Call for corresponding letters. 
3. Seat delegates. 
4. Invite visiting brethren to seats. 
5. Call rolls. o 
6. Appoint committees. 
7. Recess for committee work and fellowship. 
8. Business resumes with Minutes of previous meeting. 
9. Board & Committee reports. 
10. Miscellaneous business. 
11. Adjournment. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR ANNUAL ASSOCIATION 

1. Call to order by Moderator or Assistant Moderator. 
2. Call' for corresponding letter& or appointing of Digest Committee. 
3. Seat delegates. 
4. Invite·visiting brethren to seats with us. 
5. Call rolls. 
6. Call for petition letters. 
7. Appoint var._lous committees. 

· 8. Recess for co11mittee work and fellowship. 
9. Business resumes with Minutes of previous meeting. 
10. Board & Committee reports. 
11. Miscellaneous reports. 
·12. Adjournment. 

• 

YOUTH CONSTITUTION 
. \ . ' 

We, the youth of the Chattah9ochee Association of Free Will Baptists, desiring to 
promote the cause of Christ as represented by our denomination and to advance the 
"Kingdom of God" through the trairting and nurturlrig of our youth, do establish this 
Cons tit uti on: 

ARTICLE I: Name: This organization shall be known as the Chattahoochee Free Will 
Baptist Youth Group. 

... 
ARTICLE II: Purpose: The purpose of the Chattahoochee Free Will Baptist Youth Group 
is to train the youth of our association to be the church and denominational leaders of 
the future. 

ARTICLE III: Members: This group shall be composed of the youth of the Chattahoochee 
"'ssociatlon church members and adults with interest to sponsor and train youth. 

ARTICLE IV: Officers: Officers of this group shall be a Director-Treasurer, vho shall 

37 



serve as coordinator between the group and the State Director of Camping and State 
Youth Director, as well as be responsible for ~e receiving and disbursing of funds, and 
to keep acceptable records of such transactions. A President to preside at all 
meetings and with help froa the committee elected by the Association to appoint any 
other officer or sub-comaittee as is needed. A Vice-President to fill the position 
when the President is not present. General oversight to be provided by the Fiv e (5) 
member committee elected by the Association at iti discretion. 

ARTICLE V: Finance: This group shall be supported by special offerings: 
~ssociational, church, and/or individual gifts. 

ARTICLE VI: Meetings: Time and place of meetings for this group shall pe arranged by 
the elected committee and m~y be changed from time to time without conflicting with 
this· Constitution. 

ARTICLE VII: Alterations or Amendments: This Constitution may be altered o'r amended 
by the -Youth Group at any regular meeting by a two- thirds majority vote of those 
present. 

This Constitu~ion vas ·adopted by the Chattahoochee Free Will Baptist Youth Group 
meeting at Camp Mt. Bethel on April 19-, 1986, and recommend its acceptance by the 
Chatta hoochee As soc iation of Free Will Baptists at its next meeting. 

\ 

• 

.. · 
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