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EDITORIAL

SR
“An inclosed island of church real estate!”
“Chetto Christianity detached from the mainstream
SAAA
of life instead of in it!”
“A cloistered exercise of the pious.” S
These are some of the accusations hurled at the church
today. Dr. Samuel Miller, dean of Harvard Divinity School
says, “The church has become almost as monastic as the
orders in the Middle Ages.” The early monks withdrew from
the world and isolated themselves in evangelical cloisters,
disregarding their responsibility to “go into all the world
and preach the gospel.” Is it not true the church today ey
focuses chiefly on those inside its own congregation AN

and has largely lost touch with the world? Christians,
vietims of a fast-pace age, rush madly from one
thing to another so involved in our own church programs
that we have little time, strength, or desire to leave the
shelter of our island and bring a soul to Christ.
Witnessing is not an easy task! It is difficult to overcome the
attitude of unconcern for others which characterizes most of us. To
win the lost means we must “go and find them,” go where
they live, cultivate their friendship, and spend time with
them. Few have become Christian without the loving
testimony of someone who cared enough to seek them
out and point the way to God. Did not someone witness to
you? In our communities there are many unsaved people who
need the ministry of soul-winning visitation. We are obligated
and privileged to find them and win them to the Lord. In
so doing, we will fill our churches with new believers and
our hearts with the joy of the Lord.
Burying ourselves in our churches, maintaining a frantic
schedule of Christian activity, but evading our responsibility
to win the lost will not please our Lord who said, “Go . .
and make disciples.”



SUMMER
CAMPS
ARE

FOR
ADULTS

by MAUDE COFFEY
WNAC President

HAVE you ever wished you were
young again so you could attend camp?
Time doesn’t have to turn back in its
flight for you to have an opportunity
to go to camp. Auxiliary groups are con-
ducting summer camps and finding them
very profitable. Your local, district, or
state auxiliary can do likewise.

If you are wondering how to go about
it, here are some suggestions:

= Select a camp director and a com-
mittee to work with her. Your president
could serve as director. The director
should plan the activities with the pur-
pose of the camp clearly in mind: in-
spiration, information, and relaxation.

Do not expect easy sailing or an over-
flow of campers. The benefits, however,
are high and very rewarding for those
who do attend.

= It is essential to plan early. Select
a camp site. If no camp is available, a
church could be used as a retreat and
those attending could stay in local mem-
bers’ homes.

= Select a theme for the camp and a
theme song. Choose the course to be
taught, and contact the teachers early.
Use courses pertaining to the auxiliary
work. Warning! Don’t overload your
schedule! We suggest that the main em-
phasis be missions—with the evening
service consisting of missions films and
messages.
= Special features could be prayer time
and the chapel hour, using different
leaders for each session. Fun time must
be included in the schedule with special
outings being planned.

= Set the cost of the camp. This will
be determined by the camp site being
used, cost of food, kitchen help, the
number of days spent at camp, and any
honorariums or expenses for special
speakers or teachers.

Camp involves hard work, preparation,
much prayer, and dependence upon the
Lord. Start early, and advertise exten-
sively. (For further help, contact Mrs.
Rufus Coffey at WNAC office.)
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enjoy the
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To the editor:
Our auxiliary members do
programs and extra articles.
express my apprecia
py Colleen Townsend Evans . . .
Mrs. Jim McClain

Reyno, Arkansas

To the editor: o .
we thought other auxiliaries might

like to know Wwe are saving General
Mills Coupons for the pProvision Closet
for our missionaries.
Mrs. Betty Weir
Toledo, Ohio

To the editor:
I received $4.20 from the headquar-

h to thank you for it. I am
donors who give
ssary things

ters and wis
very grateful to all my
that I might have the nece

of life.
Miss Bessie Yeley

Portsmouth, Ohio

To the editor:
After a considerable delay, once again

we are finding time to write you and
thank you for your gifts to our account.
Although our letters may be few and
far between, we rarely, if every, miss a
day praying for you through whom the
Lord is supplying our financial needs.
Not only are we grateful for your ma-
terial gifts, but also we appreciate your

prayers for us and the work here . . .
LaVerne D. Miley, M.D.

To the editor:
The South Carolina Woman’s Auxi-

liary held its annual convention October
10, 1964, at the First Free Will Baptist
Church in Spartanburg. Rev. and Mrs.
Carlisle Hanna were guest speakers. The
program theme was “Ready.” A goal
of $3,000.00 was set to complete the

Hanna Jeep Project. The remainder will
be applied to the Brazil Institute project.
Mrs. Charles Robertson
Spartanburg, South Carolina
To the editor:

While studying my auxiliary lesson for
September, I was amazed at the frank-
ness of Mrs. Eunice Edwards, especially
the fourth topic: “Where Should I Place
My Tithe?” Yes, I believe in tithing. It
is a commandment of God. Also, the
church is supported by our tithes and
offerings. However, there are a few
points in the topic that I would like
to express my opinion on.

First, she seems to feel that people
who feel led to give tithes elsewhere
other than the church are “simply set-
ting themselves up to be . gods.”
... As God does not lead all . . . people
into the same place or the same field
of work, 1 feel that He may also lead
some of us to place our tithes elsewhere
occasionally for His particular reasons.

.. In topic five she writes, “I do not
mean for you to place your tithe into
the auxiliary treasury.” I feel that if this
was where I thought my money could be
utilized best for the glory of God, that
is where He would want it . . .

Mrs. Ruby A. Wampler
Grandview, Missouri
To the editor:

I would like to tell you how much we
have enjoyed the Co-Laborer. It seems
to get better every time.

Mrs. Lunda Wood
Tulsa, Oklahoma

To the editor:
The programs in these new Co-Laborers

are especial'ly good. Our auxiliary also
enjoys reading all the extra articles in
these books.
Mrs. Robert Almond
Ft. Smith, Arkansas

To the editor:

The cookbook I recently ordered was
met with much enthusiasm by those who
have seen it. The quality of the material
and contents are so much more than I
had anticipated. . . . Too bad all women
in the auxiliaries throughout the country
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cail’'t see a copy of this cookbook.
May the Lord bless in this endeavor of
WNAC to increase the Student Loan
I'und.
Mrs. Martha N. Langford
Lawton, Oklahoma
To the editor:
Our ladies enjoy the new literature.
The St. Francois County Woman's
Auxiliary elected officers for the coming
year: Norma Williams, president; Joyce
Webb, vice-president; Jean Blakeley, sec-
retary-treasurer; Jerry Wilfong, program
chairman; Wanda Ragsdale, youth chair-
man; Ava Hellard, study course chair-
man; and Marion Wilson, personal serv-
ice chairman. Also, a two-night study
of the book, The Larger Stewardship,
was conducted by Mrs. Eunice Edwards.
Mrs. Jean Blakeley
Flat River, Missouri
To the editor:

The ladies of the Second Free Will
Baptist Church have especially enjoyed
this issue of Co-Laborer.

The program, “Able to Teach Others,”
brought a special blessing to our hearts.
Our auxiliary is growing and God has
really blessed us.

Mrs. Mary Harmon
Ashland, Kentucky

To the editor:

We send greetings from South Florida
and trust each one will join us in prayer
for a great year for the Lord in our
auxiliary. We look back on last year
with some satisfaction in having had a
part in sending two couples to full-time
missionary services.

Mrs. Barbara Thayer
Miami, Florida

To the editor:

We appreciate so much the gift
to our account during the month of
September, and we were so thankful
to be able to get the things we needed
from the provision closet.

Bill and Joy Jones
Missionaries on furlough
from Africa

To the editor:

You’'ll never know what a bless
ing and encouragement the lovely pack-
age and all its contents were to me.
They came at a special time that ]
needed encouragement . . .

Mrs. Ethel Whaley
Missionary to Alaska

Note: The contents of the package were
obtained from the provision closet. Ed.

SWING
INTO ACTION NOW

State recording secretaries and state treasurers
should send in their annual reports and dues before
the first of July if they wish them included in the
report to the national convention.

Send treasurer’s report and dues to:
Mrs. Cleo Pursell
3801 Richland Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee

Send secretary’s report to:
Mrs. Wanda Rogers
Box 464
Mountain Grove, Missouri




The Bread of Life never
becomes stale

‘

] was hungry and ye fed me not . . =

AMERICA takes pride in the fact that
her Armed Forces are the best fed in
the world! Yet, we are failing to provide
them with the Bread of Life which is
much more important than temporal
food. Due to insufficient funds, less than
half the requests for Scriptures from men
and women in our Armed Forces were
supplied last year.

A few years ago the former Chief of
Chaplains of the U. S. Army, Ivan Ben-
nett, estimated that it would take $400,-
000 annually to give chaplains in all
services adequate Scriptures. In a recent
letter, Carl W. Larson of the American
Bible Society stated that the most they
have been able to allocate for this great
missionary endeavor has been $175,000.
This figure translated into Scripture
means 802,855 volumes. These are pro-
vided free of charge and postage paid
by the Society.

ARE WE
CREATING A

STARVATION
DIET?

by Cleo W. Pursell

The Society needs $400,000 annually to
give chaplains an adequate supply of
Scriptures

Mr. Larson continued, “The chaplains
are very grateful for the Scriptures re
ceived. They constantly remind us how
Scriptures are used both at home and
abroad by the servicemen and their fam-
ilies.”

Job said, “I have esteemed the Words
of his mouth more than my necessary
food.” The Bread of Life satisfies where
ordinary bread cannot. Our deepest
needs are not met by the contents of a
baker’s van. When we are bruised and
broken by the problems and frustrations
of life, when things go wrong and cir-
cumstances become unbearable, and when
we need forgiveness for sin, we must
have something more than physical



bread to sustain us. We need the strength
and consolation found only in the Living
Bread.

If you or your auxiliary can help in
this ministry of supplying the Living

Bread to one of the greatest mission
fields in the world, the spiritually hun-
gry in our Armed Forces, please send
your gifts to WNAC earmarked “Bibles
for Armed Forces.”

JANUARY
an offering.

FEBRUARY

MARCH

one and distribute tracts.

1965 PERSONAL SERVICE CALENDAR

by Barbara Zoellers
WNAC Personal Service Chairman

Remember a Bible College student with cards, letters, packages, or
Fix Valentines and take them to shut-ins and hospitals.

Give Bibles to the children in your Sunday School who do not have

Do something for your summer camp oOr send a child to camp.

Start a church library or contribute to the one already established

APRIL

Take an Easter basket to a needy family.
MAY
JUNE

Work in some capacity in Vacation Bible School.
JULY

Remember a superannuated minister.
AUGUST

in your church.
SEPTEMBER

Collect coupons for orphanages.
OCTOBER

Have a fellowship prayer meeting.
NOVEMBER

Send gifts to the Missionary Provision Closet.
DECEMBER

Give toys and baskets to a needy family at Christmas.




Many of today’s
family problems would
not be problems
if our children had
3; proper spiritual
insight

TINICTN FAMILY PROBLEMS

lN THE past few years much has been
said about home life with reference to
juvenile and parental delinquency. De-
linquency statistics have rapidly been
on the upward trend by the thousands.
Where does the problem lie? To what do
we contribute this factor? Is it due en-
tirely to the fact that proper discipline

has not been practiced? 1 think not. I
believe the greatest need is spiritual
guidance,

The God-given privilege of

family
training is a great task with great re-
wards—provided we continually follow
the leadership of God. We have been
admonished to train up our children in
His way. No greater

responsibility or

privilege is given us parents than lead-
ing our children to Christ and giving
them spiritual instruction. Many of to-
day’s family problems would not be
problems if our children had proper
spiritual insight.

In this day of living at such rapid
pace, it is easy to become so engrossed
in other things that we fail to have time
for our children. There should be times
of counsel and encouragement for each
one, and we should never be too busy
to listen to their problems. Numerous
insignificant things to the grown-up mind
are items of real concern to youngsters.
Biblical applications, tactfully and pray-
erfully given, can be very helpful in



solving children’s problems as well as
leading them into a closer walk with
God.

Patience in listening to our children’s
problems at the time when they are out-
standing in the child’'s mind is also im-
portant. It might be more convenient for
us to “put off” the child until we have
finished a meal or until a television pro-
gram is over, but we should be careful
that we do not give the impression we
cannot spare the time to listen and offer
our help. Children have a certain sense
about them that can detect when we arc
not truly interested in them or con-
cerned about their affairs.

Of course, discipline has a very defi-
nite place in each child’s life. Children
expeet to be disciplined. They want us
to demand their respect. When the nor-
mal child resorts to temper tantrums
and other unbecoming acts, he usually
isn't doing it just to be “bad.” Psycholo-
gists tell us that unconsciously the child
is making a bid for attention, or perhaps
using a “magic formula” for getting his
own way (especially if he has experienced
victory by this method in the past). The
time and place for stopping these demon-
strations is on the spot.

Many people today take a dim view of
spanking a child; however, I am a firm
believer in the statement that we spoil
the child by sparing the rod. Punishment
should not be put off; no good can be
accomplished by waiting until tomorrow
or “until daddy gets home.” A much more
effective result will be experienced if
punishment is given at the time of mis-
behavior. Some experts say that prob-
lems of discipline are at a minimum when
we consistently and lovingly discipline
as it becomes necessary.

From a very early age we begin in-
cluding our children in our family de-
votions (and certainly we should). But I
believe an area of neglect is the lack of
teaching and encouraging our children
to have their own private times of de-
votions and communion with God. Prayer
is a vital part of every victorious Chris-

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Mrs. Picirilli is
the mother of
five girls: Jean,
Jane, June, Joy,
and Jill. Her hus-
band, Dr. Robert
Picirilli, is_Reg-
istrar of Free
Will Baptist
Bible College in
Nashville, Ten-
nessee. Mrs.
Picirilli is secre-
tary to WNAC's
Executive Secre-
tary.

tian life. Some of my sweetest experi-
ences with the Lord have come during
my times of private Bible study and
prayer.

If perchance there is a reader who does
not now have a time of family devotions,
I suggest you begin a family altar in your
home today. Many family problems dis-
solve into nothingness by sharing to-
gether prayer requests, praisc items,
definite answers to prayer, and the won-
derful fellowship with our Lord.

We adults also have problems—many
of which seem to us unsurmountable. I
suppose to God these seem as insignifi-
cant as our children’s little problems
sometimes seem to us; however, our
Heavenly Father stands willing for us to
place every problem and care on Him.
He is not only willing but always ready
and waiting. What wonderful assurance!

While we serve God and fully trust in
Him, He will help us as we seek to solve
our family problems, guide us as wc
shine forth as witnesses for Him, and
use us as we take advantage of every
moment (in making it count for Him).

He's using me now-—this moment,

And whether I go or stand

Perhaps by a plan accomplished,

Perhaps when He stays my hand,
Perhaps by a word in season,
Perhaps by a silent prayer;
In ways that I know and know not,
His labor of love I share.







The word “missions” is a modern term
which we have given to the Great Com-
mission. It simply means obedience to
Christ’s great command to evangelize
the world—to preach the gospel to every
creature and bring them to a saving
knowledge of Christ.

In Acts 1:8 Jesus told the disciples
what their mission was. They were to be
witnesses both in Jerusalem, in all Judea,
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parc
of the earth.

They were to be witnesses in Jerusa-
lem. When these words were spoken, the
disciples stood with Jesus on the Mount
of Olives, a hill just outside the city of
Jerusalem, To begin at Jerusalem was
emphasized by Jesus in Luke 24:47 when
He said, “And that repentance and remis-
sion of sins should be preached in his
name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem.” To witness in Jerusalem was
their starting place in obeying His com-
mand to evangelize the world. He was
simply saying, “This is the place to start.
Start here!”

Now they were not in Jerusalem when
Jesus gave this command. Why didn’t
He say, “Begin on the Mount of Olives”?
The answer is obvious. There were no
people there. The people were in the
large city of Jerusalem. This is an im-
portant part in obeying Christ’s com-
mand. We must go where the people are.
As Free Will Baptists, many of us have
missed Jesus’ point here. We go to the
city to work, to attend school, to buy our
provisions, but we put our churches in
the country where there is very little
evangelistic opportunity.

Jesus was a city preacher! In Mark
1:33 all the city was gathered together
to Him. He only went out of the city
when the crowds were so great that the
town would not hold them.

Mr. Billy Melvin, Executive-Secretary
of our National Association, reports that

our denomination is growing very little
numerically. This could be the reason:
too many of us stand on the Mount of
Olives gazing up into heaven while our
people are moving to “Jerusalem” where
we do not have a church. We then lose
them to another denomination . . . or to
the devil. We need to see “Jerusalem”
in the Great Commission.

Jesus not only commanded the dis-
ciples to witness in Jerusalem, but also
in all Judea. The length and breadth of
Palestine were to be covered with the
gospel. We need to recognize this also as
Jesus’ command. Our country is included
in the Great Commission. It is the “all
Judea” to us in Acts 1:8.

I have heard people say, “I believe in
foreign missions, but not home missions.”
What is actually being said is, “I recog-
nize the uttermost part of the earth as
being our responsibility, but Jerusalem
and all Judea are not.” I am glad that
everyone does not hold this opinion. I
was converted in a mission church in
Idaho, the only one in the state at that
time. My wife was converted in a mis-
sion church in New Mexico, the only one
in the state at that time. Had some Free
Will Baptists not recognized that “all
Judea” is in the Great Commission,
neither of us would be a Christian.



ther hand, some people say,
“Iolr:elti};(\e/eoin home missions, but not
foreign missions.” We must not forget
that at the same time Jesus commanded
the evangelization of Jcrusalem and all
Judea, He also included Samaria a,nd the
uttermost part of the earth. Jesus’ meth-
ods cannot be improved upon. He gave
this commandment because it is the only
way the world can be evangelized.

ON THE MOVE

The first foreign missionaries were not
sent out by the churc.h at .{erusalem,
but the church at Antioch. They were
Barnabas and Saul (Acts 13:2). Bar{labqs
was a farmer from Cyprus (Act§ 4:36, 37),
and Paul had come to Ant}och from
Tarsus (Acts 11:25, 26). According to Acts
13:1, there were also four. other Qx‘cach-
ers in the church at Antioch. This was
a marvelous church which became the
missionary headquarters for the early
church. It was started in the same man-
ner in which most of our home mission
churches today are begun. The people
moved from Jerusalem, aqd the apostles
sent Barnabas out to organize the church.

Our people are moving out of. the coun-
try and the south to metropolitan areas
of the west, and our preachers remain
behind. We need to pray that our well-
qualified men will catch a vision of our
metropolitan cities and move accord-
ingly. There are cities all over our coun-
try with a nucleus of Free Wll! Baptlst
families where a strong missionary
church could be built in a short' t{me
if only someone would go! With mission-
aries called out of these churcbes, and
the money to send them out coming from
the same churches, think what could be
done “unto the uttermost part of the

earth!”

WOMEN’'S PART

You may be asking, “What can women
do?” A missionary candidate once sum-
marized the missionary cause in three

10

brief statements. “In order to carry on
mission work,” he said, “there must be
those who go, those who let go, and those
who help go.” Many women have heard
the call to go as missionaries, teachers.
nurses, and pastors’ wives; others have
let go as they have given their sons and
daughters to bear the glorious message;
untold thousands have helped go by their
prayers and gifts.

God has intrusted

Christian women
with a power by which they can aid the
work of our missionaries and bring
strength, comfort, and guidance into

their lives. They can pray for them. Pray
the Lord of harvest to “send forth
laborers” into our unreached cities which
are so essential to the evangelization of
the world.

The missionary enterprise halts and
stumbles for lack of sacrificial giving.
Less than one third of the members of
the average church are contributing to
missions. Let us not think merely of what
others are doing. Instead, let each one
ask herself, “What am I doing with the
money God has put into my hands?”

Free Will Baptist
Second Quarter
Calendar

April
Foreign Missions Month
Bible Conference, 5-8

May
Christian Home Month
National Family Week, 2-8
Chaplain’s and Servicemen's
Sunday, 23
C.T.S. Month

June
Vacation Bible Schools
Superannuation Sunday, 20



The 30th session of the Woman’s

National Auxiliary Convention
meets July 12-13, 1965, in Raleigh,
North Carolina. Hotel Sir Walter
has been selected as headquarters
for the convention.

By paying a representation fee
of $3.00 your local auxiliary may
send a delegate to this convention.
This is the second year “each local
auxiliary in good standing with its
representing higher body, (district
or state)” has had the privilege of
sending a delegate. Give the repre-
sentation fee to the lady whom you
select to represent your auxiliary
at this convention, and she will pay
the fee when she registers at the
registration booth.

Have you mailed your annual
fees? “Ten cents (10¢) per active
member shall be paid yearly to the
Woman’s National Convention by
the state conventions for member-
ship and convention representation
fees” (Article VI—By-laws).

Plan now to attend this year’s
convention. Enjoy the rich spiritual
experience that awaits you as you
gather with Free Will Baptists from
across the nation.

announcement
concerning  the

Watch for an
next quarter

WNAC DINNER!
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Recommended

RECORDS

N an
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RECORDS

John W. Peterson Silver Strings (Zon-
derven, Z1.I’-649). FFeatures some of John
Peterson's favorites among his recent
gospel songs. He is revealed in this album
as being adept on the electric steel guitar
with “Down From lHis Glory”, “The Lord
Is My Shepherd”, “The Old Rugged
Cross” and others.

The Darol Rice Silver Saxophones Play
the Golden Hymns (RCA Victor, LPM-
2929). In this album you will enjoy some-
thing really different in the sound of
sacred recordings. Hear the familiar, old
time songs (In the Garden, Whispering
Hope, Just a Closer Walk with Thee, and
others just as well-loved) in the appeal-
ing tones of the Silver Saxophones.

Happytime Songs for Children (Zondcer
van, ZLP-642). This is a favorite in our
home with our four-year-old. She sings
richt along on Why Worry When You
Can Pray?, Only A Boy Named David,
‘Tis Simple As Can Be, Alphabet Chorus,
and others. It's sure to be a hit with your
boys and girls, too.

BOOKS

Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan
(Good News; 64 pp; $.50). Here is a pic-
ture of the experiences of Christians of
all times written in modern English.

Glad Moments With God by Martin .
Simon (Zondervan; $3.95). Every member
of the family will find eternal truths in
this volume of lasting value—cach one
well worth putting into practice in daily
living. This family book of daily devo-
tions is sure to provide spiritual values
needed in your family.

The High Cost of Holy Living by
Dwight H. Small (Revell; 189 pp; $3.50).
This book gives a clear call to return to
the New Testament standard of holiness,
the life disciplined for discipleship.
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By preparation 1 mean prayer, Bible
study, study, and more study! .ll()w dare
we go before innocent children in ignor-
ance .bocause of lack of preparation, con-
snd.ermg the eternal principles with
which we are dealing! No matter what
else one does, if he or she does not pre-
pare for the class the only result will be
failure. ’

The second ingredient for successful
teaching is adequate material. This need
not be elaborate, and it may be home-
made, but it is a known fact that people,
especially children, understand and re-
spond more readily to “things they can
see, hear, and touch. We “should use
every means at our disposal, such as
vxsu.al aids (flannel art, flip cards, etc.),
auditory aids, records, songs, etc., and
handerafts which will better the stu-
dent’s understanding of God’s Word. It
should be remembered that Christ, the
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great Master Teacher, used simple things
to illustrate profound truths.

Thirdly, and perhaps of greatest im-
portance, we should believe that we will
have results. We should constantly keep
in mind our goals—the salvation of sin-
ners and the maturation of believers and
have faith that we can realize these re-
sults through the help of Christ. Re-
member that the same Christ who com-
missioned us to teach for results also
said, “And, lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world.”

Mrs. Thomas is wife of Rev. Lloyd
Thomas, Arkansas State Promotional
Secretary.

We should constantly keep
in mind our goals—the sal-
vation of sinners and the
maturation of believers and
have faith that we can realize
these results through the

help of Christ.
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By BEessie M. DEUELL

THE WORD IS NOT BOUND BY OUR CONVICTIONS

APRI L Hymn — “Open My Eyes That | May See’’

Scripture — Matthew 5:37a; Romans 14:2-23; Colossians 2:16

Except where the Bible speaks with “yea” or “nay” individual convictions may
vary. Men vary in their honest convictions according to their breadth of intellect,
their natural temperament, their environment, and their education—mental and ex-
perimental.

Are you sometimes critical of another person because of differences in convic-
tions? Remember the use of verses such as John 5:24 will win the lost and draw men
closer to Christ. Criticizing fingers and our own convictions being pressed upon them
may drive them away.

Pray for one another that we may set our hearts and lives in order. Be thankful
for individual convictions, but be oft-reminded never to thrust them upon another. Use
the Word. Leave the convicting to the Holy Spirit.

The Word of God is powerful. It is not bound by what we consider right or
wrong. (Show two-edged blade.) The Holy Spirit uses it as a two-edged Sword.
(Show blade cuts if wielded either way.) It is admirable to have convictions. Those
around us will profit if they are used properly. Many who call themselves “Christian”
freely dabble in sin, and, by their daily conduct, give evidence to the fact that the
establishing of firm convictions is almost a principle of past years. The Holy Spirit
uses the Word to direct us in establishing convictions only as we study it.

Pray that we will be driven to the Word, and in our witness use the “yeas” and

“nays’—leaving the rest to the One who knows what is right and wrong.

THE WORD IS NOT BOUND BY OUR DIFFERENCES

MAY Hymn — “Wonderful Words of Life’

Scripture — Hebrews 13:1

People are different. Often we want people to fit into our pattern—forgetting
that we differ in aptitude, temperament, personality, and training. As one studies
God’s Word, he realizes that the personalities of the Bible differed greatly, even as we
do today. Elijah and Elisha were extremely different. Elijah was eccentric, a fiery
prophet, and he lived by himself. Elisha was a quiet, sociable, gentle, diplomatic man

14



who lived with people. Both were used by God in spite of these differences. But it is
good that we are different. God uses these differences to reach different classes of
people.

The Word is not bound by our differences. Each Christian must let it work in
his own life to bring him into closer fellowship with Christ.

Perhaps we have attempted at times to force our ideas upon someone. Simple
differences of interpretation may cause disagreements. Disagreements in love will
press us to the Word and to God in prayer for one another. Differences of opinion
have caused brotherly love to wane, thereby causing our effectiveness to weaken.

The world is very tired of hearing about differences and disagreements among
us. We need a practical, everyday demonstration of brotherly love. Have you let the
brotherly love, once a burning flame, grow cold because of some differences of opinion
which you refuse to accept?

Pray that brotherly love will continue and that all our differences will be bound
together in love, found fit for the Master's use.

THE WORD IS NOT BOUND BY SATAN

J U N E Hymn — “Yield Not to Temptation”

Scripture — Matthew 4:1-11

Jesus not only provided our salvation, but also a perfect example for us when
we are tempted. Look at the actions of Jesus when tempted by Satan.

Can you imagine how hungry you would be after 40 days and nights without
food? Satan was attempting to get Jesus to act independently without the Father.

verse 3—What a temptation for One who was hungry!
verse 6—Satan used Scripture when he asked the Son of God to cast
Himself down.
verse 8—Satan offered all the kingdoms of the world if Christ would
worship him.

How did our Lord deal with Satan? He defeated Satan by a means available to
every Christian—the Word! The Word is available to us as a means whereby we, too,
may defeat him.

Individual temptations differ somewhat, but regardless of what they may be,
Christ was tempted like as we.

One temptation prevalent today among Christians is gossip. You may choose to
call it by a name such as news or information, but if we pass to another something we
have heard involving an individual, except it be for the sole purpose of good to that
one, it is gossip.

We should examine our hearts and if we are so tempted, turn quickly to James
3:1-8. The tongue, more than any other member of the body, needs a guard and a
guide. Both can be found in the Word.

Someone has said, “People cannot be judged by what others say about them, but
they can be judged by what they say about others.”

Even though Satan is powerful, God is all-powerful! We have His powerful
Word on which to rely. His Word, if hidden in our hearts, will come to remembrance
each time Satan allures us.

Let us pray for one another whatever our particular temptations may be. Battles
are won by the use of the Word!

Mrs. Deuell is a member of the First Free Will Baptist Church in Newport News,
Virginia.
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April Program

Compelled to Obey

Hymn: “He Lives!”

MaArYy EpnA Cook

Scripture: Matthew 28:19, 20; John 20:18
Prayer: Use “Call to Prayer” requests.

Business

Program (Character study: Mary Magdalene)

INTRODUCTION

After Mary of Magdala obeyed an inner urge to go to Jesus, she felt compelled to
obey His command to “Go ye!” The drastic change wrought in her life by the Master
and her willingness to make a total commitment of herself to Him made her a vessel
fit for the Master’s use—a vessel willing to obey Him. We, as Christian women, may
have the same joy in our lives today that Mary must have experienced that first Easter
if we choose in our hearts to obey Him in all things.

1. COMPELLED TO GO TO CHRIST
Luke 8:2

Mary Magdalene was of the town of
Magdala, located a short distance from
Capernaum on the shore of Galilee. Ac-
cording to Jewish authorities, this town
was known for its wealth and immorality.

There are those who believe that the
woman caught in the act of adultery and
brought to Jesus was Mary Magdalene.
Others believe her to be the sinner wo-
man who came to Simon’s house where
Jesus had been invited to eat. Weeping,
she washed Jesus’ feet with her tears,
wiped them with her hair, and anointed
them with ointment, Mary Magdalene
might well have been either of these.
One thing is certain: she needed Jesus
Christ because she was possessed with
seven devilg.

Mary Magdalene might have been a
harlot or a number of things, but regard-
less of her background, she was a sinner.
She recognized her need of Christ and
acknowledged Him as “Lord.” Living in
a town adjacent to the place where Jesus
often came to rest, she had had oppor-
tunity to witness many miracles wrought
by Him — thus, recognizing His great
power. No doubt, she became aware of
her need by witnessing His power. She
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went to Christ, came to know Him per-
sonally, and was completely healed.

Have you been to Jesus for a demon-
stration of His power within your life?
Too often we find ourselves in the po-
sition of the scribes and Pharisees —
trying to bring others to Jesus when
there are sins and lack of power within
our own lives. We must go to Christ be-
fore we can go for Christ.

2. COMPELLED TO GO FOR CHRIST
Matt. 278:54-56; 61; John 20:1, i8

Soldiers were not the only ones who
watched the cross. There were relatives
and friends — among whom was Mary
Magdalene. Standing serene and quiet,
her heart was heavy with grief. She
watched as Jesus paid the full price for
her sins. At last when Jesus spoke a loud
prayer and gave up the ghost, no one
could have been more aware than Mary
Magdalene of the truth spoken by the
centurion: “Truly this was the Son of
God!” No one there could have loved
Jesus more than Mary Magdalene. It was
her love for Him that compelled her to
obey Him!

After the work of the cross was fin-
ished, Joseph, a rich leader who, until



now, had not been brave enough to make
known his love for Jesus, asked for per-
mission to bury Him. After he was given
permission he took the body from the
cross and wrapped it in linen with spices.
In a small cemetery near the cross Jesus
was laid in a tomb in which no person
had ever been laid.

See Program Help—Page 32

It was a little late for Joseph and those
who helped him to be friends of Jesus.
But standing nearby was Mary Magda-
lene who had not been late to show her
love. She had followed Jesus, and now
her love for Him compelled her to watch
as He was laid in the tomb.

After the Sabbath had ended women
hurried to make preparations in caring
for His body. And who reached the tomb
first and saw that the stone had been
rolled away? It was Mary Magdalene!
She was astonished and frightened as she
ran quickly to tell Peter and John. Hur-
rying back to the tomb with Mary Magda-
lene, they may have even suspected that
her old trouble had returned and she
was just imagining the tomb was empty.
When they saw for themselves, they be-
lieved, but went their way again.

As Mary Magdalene continued to linger
at the tomb, she began weeping. Was her
last chance to show her love and grati-
tude to her Master gone? The angels
asked her, “Woman, why weepest thou?”
She answered, “Because they have taken
away my Lord, and I know not where
they have laid him.”

She turned her back on the empty
tomb and heard the same question, “Wo-
man, why weepest thou? whom seekest
thou?” Not realizing who had spoken to
her, she begged if he knew where they
had carried her Lord that she might go
after Him. Jesus must have spoken ten-
derly, “Mary.” She recognized His voic2
and must have fallen at His feet with
outstretched arms to grasp Him and
bathe His feet with tears of rejoicing!
Again tenderly and patiently He told her
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not to touch Him because He had not yet
ascended to His Father. Even though she
did not understand why she could not
touch her Master, she accepted His words
and obeyed. She then heard His com-
mand to go tell His brethren, “I ascend
to my Father, and your Father, and my
God, and your God.”

Jesus had come to Mary first and had
called her by name as she lingered at the
tomb unable to give Him up. It may be
that Jesus trusted her to see Him first
Lecause of her deep love and also her
need to see Him. What great joy and love
must have filled her heart compelling
her to go with the message of her Lord!
What depth of love was portrayed by
Mary Magdalene! When we recognize the
depth of our need for Him, He will give
of Himself to us!

3. THE COMPELLING “GO YE”

Christian women today should feel
compelled to go. Christ has commanded
us to go just as He did Mary Magdalene.

The very heart of the woman’s auxili-
ary is “Go ye” and yet we have made it
so many other things. There are many
who honestly do not understand the pur-
pose of our work and are blindly trying.
Our pastors and church leaders should
teach and lead their women to a greater
understanding of the true purpose of the
auxiliary.

There are still others who understand
with their minds but not with their
hearts, and the fruits of their labor are
as empty shells. Until we have an ex-
perience with Jesus that compels us
through love to study, pray, give, and
go, our work will remain as hypocrisy to
Him.

Take a good look at Calvary. Look until
you see and feel the price paid for your
salvation. The price was too high for so
many to still be lost in sin. May the look
at Calvary give depth to our gratitude
and strength to our “Go ye” understand-
ing.

Mrs. Cook is an officer in the S.E. Ala-
bama District Auailiary Convention.



The
Proof

of

One’s
Love

Is

in
His
Deeds

by LORA SHUTES

Many of us Free Will Baptists have
failed to manifest our love and con-
cern for those who have ministered
to us in spiritual matters: our aged
and disabled ministers

<
(/HRISTIANITY is a religion of love.
Its Head and Founder, the Lord Jesus
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Christ, so loved that He gave His life to
redeem fallen humanity from sin and
hell (1 John 3:14-18). His short lifo'(m
carth was filled with deeds of loving
kindness. His great heart of love was
moved with compassion as He looked
on the multitudes (individuals, t0o) and
saw their spiritual and physical necds.

Christianity in practice is love with
legs on it such as is described by Paul
in 1 Corinthians 13. Love is the carmark
of Christianity. “By this shall all men
know you are my disciples, if yow lave
love one to another,” said Jesus. Onc
way we can be assured of our salvation
is by the love that we have in our hearts
for our fellow Christians.

The love of Christ in our hearts will
cause us to have compassion for others.
It will open our eyes to the needs of our
brethren and will move us to do somc-
thing about these needs. Paul declared.
“The love of Christ constraineth me.”
This love should be the compelling power
in the Christian’s heart and life that
moves him to action.

Do all men know you are a follower
of Christ because of the love you mani-
fest for your brother? I'm afraid most
of us have given room for the world to
doubt our Christianity because we have
failed in our love to one another.

Many of us Free Will Baptists have
failed to manifest our love and concern
for the brethren and especially those
brethren who have ministered to us in
spiritual matters: our aged and disabled
ministers.

If there is anyone who is worthy of
our love and concern, it is those who
have ministered to us in spiritual mat-
ters, those who have been concerned
about our souls and have ministered the
Word of God in leading us to Christ, and
those who have nourished us with Spiritu-
al food that we might grow up in
Christ. These men are precious in God’s
sight and are worthy of our honor, re-
spect, and love.



What have we done to show our love
and appreciation to God for these faith-
ful servants of His? Too often we have
ignored them. We have shut our “bowels
of compassion” from them (1 John 3:17).
We gladly accepted sacrificial service
to us when they were able to minister
to us in spiritual things, but we have
failed to “communicate unto them in all
good things” (Galatians 6:6).

In many instances we have sent them
to the State and County Welfare Boards
for care. I speak this to our shame! The
ministers of the gospel should be men
of dignity, and we should help them to
be men of dignity by supporting them
with our material means while they are
ministering to us, and then provide for
their support when they become dis-
abled.

Free Will Baptists have long neglected
to provide for their aged and disabled
ministers. In spite of this neglect, God
has burdened the hearts of some of our
people about this lack of love for the
brethren. They have endeavored to do
something about it by establishing a
superannuation program.

The National Superannuation Board
has a very dignified retirement plan for
our ministers, missionaries, and full-time

21

BE SURE TO MAKE A GENEROUS
CONTRIBUTION IN YOUR CHURCH

JUNE 20, 1965 FOR SUPERANNUA-
TION. ENCOURAGE YOUR CHURCH
LEADERS TO MAKE A CONCERTED

EFFORT TO RAISE AT LEAST $20.00
FOR OUR RETIRED MINISTERS ON THIS
DATE. SEND YOUR OFFERINGS TO:

SUPERANNUATION BOARD
408 4th Street
CORDOVA, ALABAMA

Christian workers. The churches can
help their ministers retire with dignity
by supporting this program and by see-
ing that their pastors become a part of
this retirement plan. The great majority
of our people must be made to see and
feel the need for such a program before
the Superannuation Board can help the
ministers as they desire to.

This is a ministry of love. Is your
Christianity that of love or that of word
and tongue? “My little children, let us
love in deed and in truth.”

Mrs. Shutes is secretary-booklkeeper for
the Free Will Baptist Superannuation
Board.




May Program

C()m,/)el ling Love

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:14-20
Hymn: “My Jesus, I Love Thee”

BY MARY PERRY

Prayer: Use “Call to Prayer” requests.

Business

Program (Character study: llannah)

INTRODUCTION

I'he world around us seems to grow more wicked every day. We

sce the need for

more Jove and compassion — especially toward those who are lIcst in sin. The Lord
needs dedicated men and women in all walks of life. As our children are trained, they
need to be made aware that God must be recognized in all professions of life.

Samuel, the son of Hannah, was a dedicated leader of Israel. In the first two chap-
ters of 1 Samuel, Hannah is accorded all credit for the dedication of her son’s life to
the service of the Lord. She knew how to love her child and yet not be possessive.
Samuel’s well-deserved fame does not cast a shadow upon the greatness of Hannah. Her
great faith and character will be seen in the fellowing story of Samuel’s life.

1. LOVE’S REACTION TO
HARASSMENT

It was yearly sacrifice time and once
more Elkanah prepared to take his family
from their home in Ramah to the temple
at Shiloh to worship the Lord and bring
Him offerings.

Elkanah had two wives — Hannah, who
was childless, and Peninnah, who had
sons and daughters. Peninnah was jealous
of Hannah because Elkanah loved his
childless wife very much. Her criticism
and ridicule seemed to have been saved
for the journey to the temple. This trip
should have been a happy event, but
Peninnah’s taunts took the joy out.of it,
and Hannah became very upset during
the trip.

Elkanah gave Hannah a worthy portion,
as usual, on offering day. Knowing this,
Penninah used the occasion to harass
Hannah until, at feast time, she was too
upset to eat and could only sit and weep.
Elkanah tried to comfort her in her dis-
tress. He asked, “Am I not better to thee
than ten sons?” But Hannah just re-

mained silent. After everyone except
Hannah had eaten and drunk to his fill,
she slipped away, unnoticed by the
crowd, to the temple to pray.

Today it does not take very much criti-
cism and ridicule for a Christian to be-
come discouraged and quit. If we, like
Hannah, could have faith in God regard-
less of the storms of life, then we could
see more accomplished in the work of the
Lord.

2. LOVE'S MOTIVES

Hannah was a woman of great faith.
As she entered the temple, Eli, the
priest, watched her from his seat at the
doorpost. Hannah made no audible sound
from her moving lips, but she poured out
her heart to the Lord in prayer: “O Lord
of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the
affliction of thine handmaid, and remem-
ber me, and not forget thine handmaid,
but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man
child, then I will give him unto the Lord
all the days of his life, and there shall
no razor come upon his head” {1 Samuel
1:11). The last phrase of this prayer



would be an outward sign of her son’s
dedication to the Lord.

' Eli, who had been watching the weep-
Ing woman during her prayer, moved
closer, Because there was no sound from
her moving lips, he judged her to be
drunk. He said, “How long wilt thou be
drunken? Put away thy wine from thee.”

What would your reaction be to such
an accusation as this? Would you have
left the temple insulted? Would you have
defended yourself?

Hannah showed no sign of trying to
defend her actions. She explained to him
her sorrow and that she had poured out
her soul to the Lord. Eli, seeing her sin-
cerity, spoke these words, “Go in peace,
and the God of Israel grant thee thy
petition that thou hast asked of him”
(I Samuel 1:17).

With her sad countenance removed,
Hannah went her way. When she re-
turned home, in due time, God remem-
bered her and she bare a son. He was
named Samuel because Hannah said, “I
have asked him of the Lord.”

What was Hannah’s motive in asking
for a son? If she had not kept her prom-
iIse to return him to the Lord, we could
suppose it was jealousy, or that she was
trying to spite Peninnah, or trying to
keep her husband’s affection. But Han-
nah kept her promise. Then surely she
must have desired a son so he could wor-
ship and serve the Lord whom she loved
so devotedly.

3. LOVE FOR HER SON

“And the man Elkanah and all his
house, went up to offer unto the Lord
the yearly sacrifice, and his vow. But
Hannah went not up; for she said unto
her husband, I will not go up until the
child be weaned, and then I will bring
him, that he may appear before the Lord,
and there abide for ever” (1 Samuel 1:21,
22).
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The time was drawing near for Hannah
to take Samuel to the temple and leave
him in Eli’s care. These could have been
restless days for Hannah had her love for
her son been a possessive mother’s love.
She could have made many excuses for
not wanting to take him to the temple to
live. Eli’'s own sons were wicked, diso-
bedient, and not reverent in God’s
house. But Hannah made no excuses for
keeping her son. When the time came,
she prepared Samuel for the journey to
Shiloh and took an offering to be sacri-
ficed to the Lord.

After the sacrifice was made, Hannah
took Samuel to Eli and said, “For this
child I prayed; and the Lord hath given
me my petition which I asked of him:
Therefore also I have lent him to the
Lord, as long as he liveth he shall be lent
to the Lord” (1 Samuel 1:27, 28). Han-
nah did not look forward to only a few
years of his serving the Lord and return-
ing to her, but she had a vision of life-
time service. Although Samuel was a
small boy, he worshiped the Lord there.
Hannah prayed and then the family re-
turned to their home in Ramah.

Hannah passed the greatest test of love
by putting away her ambitions for her
son’s life an