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Dorothy Cox, Paintsville, Kentucky's state presi-
dent; Cora Christian, young adult Sunday school
teacher, Chapel Hill, Tennessee; and Carolyn
Franks, college business teacher, Manatchie, Missis-
sippi, all former Co-Laborer writers and active auxil-
iary workers, prepared this issue's programs.

Sandra Casey, Ozark, Alabama, co-authorized
the January program. Both she and Carolyn submit-
ted programs on the same theme and agreed to a
co-authorship. Sandra, a secretary, married to Joe,
an elementary school teacher, is involved in the
Corinth auxiliary, Midland City.

Mildred Daniel, Troy, Michigan, Bible student and
teacher, has a Bible Club ministry in the public
schools in addition to her responsibilities in the Cen-
tral FWB Church, Royal Oak.

Elizabeth Holder, Miramar, waitress and legal
secretary, wife of Phil, a general contractor, and
mother of two, currently is in her 2nd term as Flori-
da's state secretary.

Genevieve Waddell, Nashville, Tennessee, free
lance writer and wife of the pastor of Cofer’'s Chapel
FWB Church, has agreed to write our book reviews.
The Waddells have 6 children, one of whom is
married.

Kay Hampton, also of Nashville and of the Cofer's
Chapel auxiliary, is our new prayer program writer.
Her husband, Larry, is editorial manager of the
national Sunday school department and they have
two children, Mark, 8, and Allysa, 2.



editorial

Once upon atime along time ago the women in our churches stayed home
and kept house and raised children and attended auxiliary meeting every day.

Today our women work at jobs outside the home and leave their children
at day care centers and compete with umpteen organizations clamoring for
their talents until they just barely manage, if at all, to wedge the monthly
auxiliary meeting into their busy schedules.

What's the solution —revitalize it? Compromise it? Socialize it? Substitute
it? Or just discard the whole thing.

One auxiliary or another at one time or another has tried all these methods
of survival. About all you can say for these moments of re-evaluation is
that it drives one back to the nitty-gritty of the Whole Thing—just what
is the purpose of the auxiliary anyway?

A dismembered body is in a sad shape. A church without an auxiliary
is just as deplorable. For that's exactly what the auxiliary is—an arm of the
church, and a missionary arm at that. They help impart that missionary oomph!
to the total church program.

If you're in trouble in your auxiliary and about ready to throw in the towel,
stop and do a bit of analysis. What have we really been trying to accomplish
in the auxiliary?

Let me suggest a piece of advice from the lines of an old song:

Accentuate the positive (spiritual)
Eliminate the negative (fleshly)

Anything in-between results in a lackadaisical membership and the non-

involved women simply not caring less.
Roturie Nilerr



National Retreat

We are thrilled at the response to our first national auxiliary retreat which
is planned for September 25-27, 1980, in the Smoky Shadows Conference
Center, Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. This beautiful site is located on (.S.
Highway 441 North of Gatlinburg and South of Knoxville. Registration will
begin Thursday afternoon at 6 p.m. with the opening session at 7:30. The
activities will closed with lunch on Saturday.

Aninspiring program has been planned with oustanding speakers. There
will also be free time on Friday to tour the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park or Christus Gardens, or perhaps shop at the many gift shops in nearby
Gatlinburg.

Turn now to the back cover of this issue of Co-Laborer and fill in the
application form. Send it with your registration fee of $4.00 plus $11.00 for
motel (two nights). Read the instructions carefully on the back cover. THIS
DOES NOT COVER MEALS.

Because of fluctuating food costs the manager cannot guarantee present
prices several months hence. Current prices are: Breakfast—$2.50,
Lunch—$3.00, Supper—$4.00. Tax and gratuity not included.

For additional information call: WNAC, (615) 361-1010, Space is limited
SO get your application in early.

Enlistment Month

January is enlistment month for Woman's Auxiliaries! Watch for the
special enlistment newsletter which will be mailed to auxiliaries before the
first of the year. It will be filled with exciting ideas to help you plan your
enlistment drive to win new members and to re-activate absentees. Now is
the time to make your plans. Check the 1979-80 WNAC catalog for available
materials (leaflets, enlistment packet, plays). However, plans on paper will
not enlist women of the “I'm busy’” generation. It's up to you to plan your
work and to work your plan! Special recognition will be given states with the
largest net membership gain at the 1980 national convention.




Co-Laborers

s % Write

Appreciation

We appreciate all the good articles
in Co-Laborer. Thank God for good
Christian women across our nation
who are still writing pure Gospel pro-
grams and are still sharing their tal-
ents with others. God has certainly
blessed us. We are small in number,
but we enjoy the meetings and fellow-
ship each month.

Rosa Gault
Union, South Carolina

Goal Exceeded in Maryland

We had a very good state meeting
with our new church in Delaware, We
are so happy to report that our goal of
$275 for the Dave Franks family in
Brazil toward the education of their
children was exceeded and we were
able to give $508.63 to this special
project!

Patricia Mullins

Prayer Group Idea

At a recent retreat, the prayer
leader, Maizie Sevits, Kirksville, Mis-
souri, prepared a prayer card for each
woman. She cut pictures of both
home and foreign missionaries from
mission maps and pasted two or
three of these on colored index cards
(or construction paper), along with
one of 6 different bird seals. When it
came time to divide into prayer
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Share

groups, birds of like feather flocked
together.

Lynette Morgan from Ivory Coast

Adam (age 3) fell on his head into
the grease pit as he was trying to
climb down the ladder. The next day
his eyes began to cross and he was
having double vision. Sunday night it
was real bad; his eyes were just held in
the middle and he couldn’t see
straight. He kept saying, "I see two
Mommies.” That evening Clint and |
were so worried. We just poured our
hearts out to God and He really gave
us peace about it. The next day we
noticed it very little and haven't seen
his eyes cross since. We really praise
the Lord.

Thanks, Thanks, Thanks

During the past quarter more than
30 (that's thirty!) different missionar-
ies have benefitted from the Provision
Closet. They each wish to express to
you their deepest appreciation for
making this service available.

Retreat Biscuits

Bernice Thomas, Kirksville, made
frozen biscuits for their NE Missouri
retreat. She froze them ahead of time,
allowed to thaw slightly and baked
25-30 minutesina 475° oven, or until



prowned. Each batch makes approx-
imately 3 dozen.

4 cups flour

8 t. baking powder

1 t. cream of tartar

4 t. sugar

1t salt

1 1/3 cup milk

I egg

1 cup melted shortening

S-E-R-VII-CE

Iam 76 years old and have served
in the auxiliary for many years. I'm so
very thankful we are blessed with
many young dedicated women wil-
ling to serve. I'd like to share a skit
entitled “Doors of Opportunity.” Seven
doors with a letter S-E-R-V-I-C-E on
each. Pray that we all will be women of
courage and integrity, cooperating
together as we search for ways to glor-
ify God; that we would be eager and
enlightened to receive the vision He
wants to give; that we would endure
faithfully, reaching lost souls, 'til He
calls us home.

Lura Gebhart
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Barbara Hass from France

Our auxiliary has felt your prayers
and God has been near to us. We had
a wonderful mother-daughter ban-
quet. The Holy Spirit spoke to hearts;
some of the 42 present were unsaved.
Our last meeting was out in the coun:-
try with one of our ladies. We had over
20 to attend. She had invited several
of her lost neighbors in and some of
the ladies gave their testimonies. We
truly sensed His presence.

The Lord is letting us take our
vacation in the (.S. this summer. We
are anxious to see the three new
grandbabies that the Lord is giving
our family.

Good News

Eva Crowe, Pleasant Grove, Ala-
bama, found home missionary Jerry
McClary's name in the Co-Laborer
and wrote him concerning her unsaved
grandson in Omaha, Nebraska. She
writes: “Brother McClary visited him
and vyesterday he was gloriously
saved. My grandson called last night
to tell me the good news. I'm still
praising God."”

Knowing and Growing

Just a note to express our love and
appreciation to all our sisters in Christ
who have any partin WNAC. We have
about 15 members in our local auxil-
iary and hopefully we are “knowing
and growing’' as our theme suggests.

Pat Robinette
Ariton, Alabama

Home Missions Beginnings

Janice Drake, home missionary to
Enid, Oklahoma, reminiscenses of -
those difficult beginning days. “There
was a family of four that attended
faithfully from the beginning and is
still working in the church. But on
some occasions when they were
unable to attend. | would teach
Buddy, Autumn and Misty in Sunday
school; then Buddy would take my
place and preach to us!" Building a
church is alot like having atiny baby."
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Mini-library

The auxiliary of the fledgling mis-
sion church, Faith, in Milan, lllinois,
installed a mini-library in order to
encourage spiritual growth and maturi-
ty in the lives of the members,

All-State Banquet

Peace FWB Church, Indianapolis,
hosted the 6th annual Indiana State
Woman's Auxiliary banquet with a
buffet at the Sweden House. 87
attended from churches in Indianapo-
lis, Anderson, Elkhart, New Castle,
and Chesterfield. “The Christian Home"
was emphasized through the special
music presented by Vernon and Beth
Whaley, Nashville, Tennessee, and
the guest speaker, Dr. Earl Coldsmith,
director of a Christian counseling ser-
vice in Indianapolis.

Provision Closet

The women of the Sophia Auxil-
iary, Sophia, West Virginia, partici-
pated in a communication study in
which the auxiliary earned 35,000
points. These were exchanged for a
number of small appliances which
were sent to the Provision Closet.
llene Barr is president of this group of
enthusiastic women.

Prayer Emphasis

First Mission district, Tulsa, Okla-
homa, believes in putting first things
first. They closed their year with a
marked increase in cottage prayer
meetings, Bible studies, and missions
studies and giving.

Rock-a-thon

The Actionettes, Tippetts Chapel,
Clayton, N. C., sponsored an 8 hour
Rock-a-Thon and raised $1,400 to
send their pastor and wife, Nathan
Eason, on a Hawaiian tour. The
youth's leaders, Billy Johnson and
Bobbie Pope, treated the girls to a
spaghetti supper afterwards.

Rock-A-Thon



All Nations Auxiliary Meeting

The Harmony Woman's Auxiliary,
West Frankford, lllinois, enjoyed a
most unusual meeting recently. All
the ladies arrived dressed in native
attire of 7 different countries and
brought along food representing these
countries.

There were Indian maidens with
pigtails, father headbands, authentic
wooden beads, and moccasins. Hawai-
ian ladies wore flashy muumuus and
leis of real flowers and flower-bedecked
hair. The gypsy from Madrid wore
dangling jewelry and bright colors,
while another wore black lace. The
Turkish lady wore a bold black and
red print. Kimonas of real satin were
worn by those impersonating the
Chinese. The Egyptian fisherman
came wrapped in a white sheet, tur-
baned, sandaled, and carried her
catch in a net (a can of tuna!).

Following the meeting, the ladies
enjoyed a buffet meal of chinese stew,
chinese oriental, corn, fish cornbread,
spanish rice, pineapple tidbits, hawaiian
punch, turkish pastry and spanish
cookies.

Oklahoma Presidents

Lila Faye Morgan, state president;
Bertha Mae Keiffer, 1st Mission; and
Nadine Hood, Tulsa Area participated
in an area workshop to inform and
encourage new auxiliary members.
Forty adults registered at the Lewis
Avenue FWB Church, Tulsa, for this
all day session.

Oklahoma Presidents

“All Nations”

Mission Action

Philadelphia (Michigan) auxiliary
visits regularly in a local nursing
home. They recently made soap and
netting decorations and book markers
to present as gifts to the patients.

Appreciation Shower

Around 50 ladies of the First FWB
auxiliary, Swannanoa, North Carolina,
sponsored an appreciation linen and
personal shower for their pastor's wife
of 18 years, Mrs. Elizabeth Hollifield.

This shower was their way of say-
ing “We love you" for performing all
those tasks to benefit others. For
quietly doing those many little jobs
around the church that other church
members neglect to do, “Thanks,
Nanny!"




RETREAT
REVIEW

Oklahoma split up for their retreat.
Easterners came to Western Hills
Lodge, Waggoner, and heard Mary
Ruth Wisehart speak on “Lord, Speak
To Me.” Westerners met at Texhoma
Lodge, Ardmore, where a puppet
play, “The Agape Love Machine” was
presented. Beverly Welch, music
director, composed the theme song,
“Think Upon These Things.”

Michigan’s annual retreat met at
Pine Hills Camp to hear a former
WNAC fellowship dinner speaker,
Elizabeth McDonald.

Arkansas retreaters overflowed
Camp Beaver Fork, Conway, for a
“Renewing of Your Mind" emphasis.
June Arnold, missionary apointee
and former summer missionary to
Panama, showed slides and shared
her burden for the mission field. The
women divided into 6 groups for a re-

view of the book “The Spirit Controlled
Woman."

Camp Mt. Bethel hosted Georgia's
8

spring retreat. “The Meaning of
Service” was presented through skits,
idea exchanges, and vespers.
Macedonia won first place in the
poster contest.

The Missouri state retreat was held
at Camp Niangua with June Critcher
advancing the theme, “God's
Wonderful Word in a Woman's
World.” Northeastern women retreated
to the Camp of the Hills, Kirksville,
where Lorene Miley spoke on “Love,
Our Communion With God.”

South Carolina’s women congre-
gated at the Garden City Chapel for
their annual retreat.

Kentucky women make their prayer
retreats, prayer retreats. More
than 250 women united at the Jenny
Wiley State Park, Prestonberg, to hear
Rudene Kennedy and Lorene Miley
speak. Most of the time was devoted
to sharing prayer requests with each
other and the Lord.



WNAC CONVENTION Knowing and Grow-

Charlotte, North Carolina ing
July 16, 17, 1979

“Grow up into Him
in all things which
is the head, even
Christ . . .”

(Eph. 4:15)

Mprs. Pursell, exccutive
seeretary, confers with
some of her staff following
the annual WNAC commit-
tee breakfast

state presidents and field workers joined the
exceeutive committee for a Monday afternoon idea
exchange “Where Do We Grow From Here”
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Singers

Vernon and Beth
Whaley sang at both
convention and din-
ner

Pat Zeigler, lcads
in the convention
song, “More About

Jesus”
Douglas and Kathy
5 Henderson and Patty
WNAC fellowship Raper, North Caro-
dinner

lina

775 erowded the banquet
hall to listen to Kay
Arthur, Chattanooga,
Tennessee, speak on
Biblical covenants.
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Specakers

Jimmy Aldridge,
missieonary to Ivory
Coast

Jerry Barron, mis-
sionary to Mexico,
translating for a
vyoung Mexican
belicver, Gonzalo
Medina

N

Diane Thomas, N. C., Dorothy Ircland,
Va., Phyllis Bass, Fla., Mildred
Hutchinson, S. C., Magaline Statzer,
Va., Bev Walker, Tex.

Nancy Trimble, member-at-large,
recognizes the cercative contest
winners

Skit: “Model, Man-
nequin, or For Real”
by Mary Ruth
Wischanrt, Jill
Ketteman, and Laura
Thigpen



| attend because the auxiliary is a
time of fellowship. It is also an oppor-
tunity to reach out to those who are in
need. The auxiliary is an arm of the
church, a helping arm which include
those in our own community as well
as reaching around the world. We have
a chance to reach out in a way that
only Christian women can —with love
and compassion.

We've learned that it takes prayer
and effort from all of us to make it
work. But God blesses as we |et people
know that Jesus cares and that we
care, too.

Jean Williams
Van Buren, Arkansas

Before | knew anything about auxil-
iaries, | wondered why women from
other churches were always talking
about theirs. What are they for anyway,
Iwondered.|was a very young Christian
at that time. But after several years
and several churches (my husband
is a minister) we moved to Memphis,
Tennessee, and became acquainted
with a missionary family. | joined the
same auxiliary she attended and | soon
learned the “why" of auxiliary. It
means MISSIONS-MISSIONS-
MISSIONS. Just getting the Gospel to
the lost everywhere.

Irma Winter
Randolph, Mississippi
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let me see....

Our auxiliary was at a low ebb and
the women were losing interest. Then
we realized that most of our timg was
spent on reporting on money raising
projects. We needed to do something,
so we shifted the emphasis from
business to programs, and that made
a difference. The spirit of our meet-
ings improved when we changed our
emphasis.

Margrette Hughes
Canton, North Carolina

Every since | can remember, t'here
was auxiliary. | just went along with
my mom and played with the other
kids until one day someone shoved a
book in front of my face to give a
program, and I've been givipg pro-
grams since. What does auxiliary mean
to me? Well, the first word | can think
of is “work.” For that's what it
is—work, work, work. Not just the
monthly programs, but the \{veeks of
prayer programs, special projects, etc.
But I'm not complaining. It's been
said of me, “If she wasn't doing all i
those things she wouldn't be happy.
And it's true; | function better undgr
pressure. Auxiliary is an opportgp{ty
to share, through my limited abilities,
what God means to me.

Neva Thomas
Kirksville, Missouri



What Others Said

“It never occurred to me not to go.
It's just a part of the church program
where women can help.” . . ... “The
auxiliary is my family. When our baby
died recently, they loved and cared
and showed it.”

A woman's auxiliary can be

Just another meeting place,
Or sharing God's love and matchless
grace.

A woman's auxiliary can be
Time given out of duty,
Or taking advantage of an opportunity.

A woman's auxiliary can be

A long business session,
Or learning a deep and spiritual
lesson.

A woman's auxiliary can be
Projects to raise money,
Or an emphasis given on tithing only.

A woman's auxiliary can be
Merely a quilting party,
Or meanwhile, being a witness heartily.

A woman's auxiliary can be
Dull, boring women:-sits,
Or times of sincere love and fellowship.

A woman's auxiliary can be

Modified gab sessions,
Or sharing in the world-wide task of
missions.

A woman's auxilary can be
All that I'll allow Him to do through
me.

Carol Bechere
Fremont, California

JANUARY
is

Enlistment Month

Enlistment Packet

All you need for a
Successful Enlistment
Brunch

Publicity, Invitations,
Placecards, Centerpiece,
Menu, Program, Skit,
Prayer Reminders

Ask for your free catalog
Send $1.00 plus postage to
WNAC

Box 1088
Nashville, Tennessee 37202
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....forthe

by Elizabeth Holder

For 21 years I thought I was a
Christian. We were active in the
First FWB Church, Hollywood,
Florida, where my husband drove
the church bus and I sang in the
choir. It never occurred to me
that I needed anything more. We
had a good income, a new car, and
all the material possessions we
desired.

As time wenton, I found myself
becoming more and more involved
in the Lord’s work. But when our
new pastor’s wife suggested start-
ing an auxiliary, that was too
much. “Auxiliary is for the birds,”
I replied and wanted no partof it.
There was no need to start any-
thing so useless. Why, all they did
was sit around and brag about
what they did for others!

But the other women went
along with this stupid idea, Oh, I
did participate in their projects if
it meant giving money or gifts,
but never my time. I even quit
going to church on Wednesday
nights because their regular month-
ly meeting replaced the prayer

14

meeting on that night.

One night I goofed. I went to
prayer meeting and found it was
auxiliary night instead. I had to
attend whether I wanted to or not.
But the Lord met with us. He
showed me that the auxiliary was
not just a gab fest. The women
didn’t just sit and talk about
unimportant things. They actu-
ally had programs that glorified
Jesus. I learned the importance of
missions and what the auxiliary
does inits promotion. My troubles
seemed small compared to what
many of our missionaries faced.

That was the beginning. The
Holy Spirit began to deal with
me. Shortly after that meeting I
became so convicted that my fem-
inist ego was completely broken
and I knelt at an altar of prayer.
That night this 30 year old active
church member became a new
creation in Christ Jesus. I'm so
thankful for the love and prayers
of the pastor’s wife and the other
ladies that finally brought me
into a personal relationship with
my Lord.

My attitudes changed. I used to
think charity began at home. In‘a
sense, I still do. For unless He is
allowed to first fill our own hearts
with His love and power, we have
nothing to offer those out there
who are dying without Christ.

The auxiliary means a lot in my
life. It helps me grow spirit}lally,
it gives me an opportunity to
serve, and teaches me what I can
do about missions. :

If the Lord can change my atti-
tude toward the auxiliary, Hg can
change yours. Just give Him a
chance.
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IEIReviewed by Genny Waddell

% Don’t read GOD LOVES MY
KITCHEN BEST if you are afraid of
& “mirrors. You won't see yourself
.on every page, but you will see
e “yourselfin many of the 204 devo-
tlons for homemakers.
*  Mrs. Graff can best be des-
.crlbed as God's answer to Erma
'-Bombeck At times, she carries
kX the fun-poking a little too far,
remlndmg the reader of Phyllis
"Dlller s “Fang.”” But the author’s
beautlful ability to laugh at her-
-self comes through enough to
take the rough edge off her cri-
.thue of her husband, home,
#friends, and life in general.
jI: Her willingness to improve on
“her homemaking, money- saving
'and child-rearing techniques—
“WhICh often collapse in calamity—
.|s hilarious and believeable. Some
..snuatmns may seem farfetched,
“but the average wife, mother or
’.'career woman will identify with
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each story.

One day Mrs. Graff's map"
reading led her husband to drive %
an extra48 miles on adirtroad to
St. Louis. Another story WI|| &2
encourage the heart of every..
women who has tackled cannmg, &

““Can the Canning!” And, if you
have desperately tried to recall a &
fr|end s name, you will enjoy"

“Name Tags'' and rejoice with <
her that God knows your owno-
name and will never forget it. &

Every devotional ends WlthI§Z
two scriptural excerpts and a3
spiritual application. Besides offer- =
ing an opportunity to laugh and -
learn from a sister’'s mistakes,
GOD LOVES MY KITCHEN BEST =
is a compilation of thought- i
provoking experiences, designed %
to make you see God’'s hand in
your life, in your house, even in
your freshly-waxed kitchen (which
the dog and two muddy children
justramsacked!)But, justas Mrs.
Graff wouldtestify, Godis in con-
trol anyway Praise Him!
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Presen(ing Our
S(ate Leaders

Bonita Hill has almost a decade of service
tohercredit in the Arkansas State Convention,
first as vice-president and now in her second
term as president. She has been employed for
17 years by the Pope county government as
clerk and bookkeeper. Her husband, Jimmy, is
Master’s Men state senator, and they have one
son, Ty, age 15.

Assisting in field promotion is Mary Ann
Chronister, also of Atkins. Cu rrently serving
as district president, she has been involved in
state work since 1969.

Mary Ann was saved at age 13 and has been
active in the total church program most of her
life. Her husband, Jim, pastors Center Valley
FWB Church near Russellville. Their only son,
Keith, is 17.

South Carolina

Frances Posten, Florence, was re-clected
as president of the palmetto state. For almost
25 years she has presided over an auxiliary
somewhere. She enjoys teaching and presently
teaches teens. She and husband Archie,
deacon, trustee, treasurer, have 5 children and
2 grandchildren.

Frances believes “Prayer can do what God
can do.”

Both field workers in this issue are Mary
Anns. South Carolina’s is Mary Ann
Smith, Chester, who is an active pastor’s
wife. They've pastored the Chester FWB
Church for 14 years and have 5 children
ages 7-18.

Mary Ann loves the Lord and auxiliary work
with all her heart.
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by Mildred Daniel

! Early one evening, |
five year old son in b%d, tltlléikfviig()i]
for my hu.sband to return from his
eveningshift. Before retiring, I looked
nt1_101n him again to make sure he was
Still covered. Sometime later, I woke
up, though I don’t remember ,hearing
?ny sounds, Mother-like, I lay there
lstepxng for a few minutes before
fheittmg up to see if there was any-
: r‘encg _wrgng. Tiptoeing into his room,
" eived one ofthe frights of my life!
= t}r;og;q was light enough for me to
¥ tha is bed was empty. [ switched
x me (;lverhead ].lght and screamed
comb'y u'sband simultaneously. The
e dmatllon of light and sound pro-
i ed a little sleepy-headed boy, ris-
w:;]lu}% from between the bed and
s e had fallen sometime during
n;ght.. vet kept right on sleeping.
identi?wm'g on that analogy, I can
oy ¥ xglth today’s busy Christian
x an. Somewhere she “fe]]” from
emgahappy homemaker and instead
ecame a harried housewife. Vows
made to study her Bible and have a

18

personal devotional time tumbled
with her, though ever so gently and
subtly that she may be unaware of her
condition. It took a “light” and a
“seream” to wake me up, too.

Having no Christian heritage to
spur me on or set an example, I can
say with David, “My help cometh
from the Lord . ..” I had finished
growing physically when converted.
However, I was attending a strong
Bible teaching, missions oriented
church, where daily Bible study and
prayer were encouraged, as well as
group studies and participation in the
Lord’s service were practiced. I was
so far behind those who had been
raised in church, God gave me a
strong appetite for His Word from
the beginning, a hunger satisfied only
in His presence.

Visiting a museum in Holland,
Michigan, [ was impressed by a cap-
tion under an old and tattered Bible.
It read, “Used—Not Abused,” exactly
what I desired said about my own
Bible.



Our early marriage during World
War IIresulted in a forced separation
of nearly three years, while I tried to
care for our son born while his father
was in a foxhole in France. These dif-
ficult days only served to make me
lean heavily on the strong arm of the
Lord, drawing daily strength as well
as Bible knowledge in searching His
Word. I didn’t have to be urged to
pray continually for my unsaved
loved ones and for my husband’s safe
return to us.

Reunited again and beginning a
home after three years was a welcome
answer to many prayer. It was also
the beginning of my “fall” though it
was so gradual I did not “wake up” to
the fact until sometime later. The
pressures, responsibilities and joys of
starting our home from scratch pre-
empted the time I used to spend with
the Lord and His Word. I fell into
Satan’s keenly devised trap for wives
and mothers, that of becoming so
involved with home, family and
“things”, that I had no time, strength,
or real desire to pursue my spiritual
growth.

The Bible records a Jewish pro-
verb that says, “The fathers have
eaten sour grapes and the children’s
teeth are set on edge.” In my case, it
was “mother” who had eaten some-
thing sour—her disposition proved it.
Problems mounted, tension increased
and finally I “woke up.” The “light”
came on when a speaker urged us to
join the A. U. G. Club—Approved
Unto God. The “password’” was
“STUDY” (IT Tim. 2:15). I resumed
my Bible study at His command.
About the same time, I heard the
inner voice of the Spirit as the words
of Paul “screamed” at me to “present
my body (total self) . .. which is my
reasonable service.” My joy in the God
of my salvation returned again. I was
out from “under the circumstances”
and Romans 2:1 and 2 became my
life’s verses.

From that time, I determined to
have a “used” Bible. To literally wear
out a Bible and have to purchase
another is expensive, but, leaves a
good feeling, too. No longer am I con-
tent to piously carry my Bible to
church and prayer meeting though it
would last a lot longer. Rather with
the wife whose price is “far above
rubies” in Proverbs 31, I choose to rise
before daylight, seeking the face of
God and the mind of Christ for my
busy day ahead. Glancing at my open
Bible now, the “not too neat” margi-
nal notes and the shaded or under-
lined verses lets me know I have been
there before. I call it “making tracks.”
As I read through this Book of books,
each time using a different colored
pencil toshade in those “special bless-
ing” verses and phrases, it takes on
more of a “used” look and will have to
be replaced again very soon.

When I have an opportunity to
speak to teens or to ladies, I tell them
that their Bible is a good clue as to
how old they are spiritually. If it hasa
“used” appearance, it shows that you
and the Lord have been spending
time together. And, letting Him talk
toyou through the Word will produce
a desire on your part and talk to Him
in prayer. Like physical food, “daily”
beats “weekly” any time. In fact,
“seven days away from the Bible,
makes one WEAK.”

Walk through His Word daily. It
will open your eyes, enlarge your
vision, sweeten your disposition, and
cause you to be a blessing to others.
Then, take each opportunity availa-
ble for structured Bible studies. If
your ladies never have these, ask God
to open this door for additional study
and sharing time.

Bible study results in spiritual
growth, but, can be likened to spin-
ach. It may not look all that appealing
until you develop a taste for it. But
remember what you tell the kids—it’s
GOOD for you!
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Programs designed for use in
Ings, or wherever a prayer burden is needed
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Spain

Spain is an ancient land with a
proud history. Situated on the Iberian
peninsula next to Portugal, Spain lies
to the south of France and is almost
entirely surrounded by the Atlantic O-
cean and Mediterranean Sea. More
than 34 million people populate the
almost 200,000 square miles of this
once powerful nation. According to
Some estimates, only one in 1,100
profess Christianity.

Free Will Baptists entered the land
of Spain in 1974. Lonnie and Anita
Sparks transferred to this new field
after serving three terms in the Ivory
Coast. Dock and Norma Caton joined
them in 1976. Ron and Linda
Callaway later completed our mis-
sionary family in Spain. Our work is
centered in the metropolis of Madrid.

Praise: Thank God for these three
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+ - e t_
mission prayer groups, regular auxiliary mee

dedicated couples.

Thank God for enabling Dc_)ck
Caton to complete his education
while on furlough, earning a master s
degree in missions.

Thank God that there is freedom of
religion in this predominatecy Catho-
ic country.

& lgraiser%/he Lord for the reports _that
new folks are attending services
regularly.
Pr%yer: yAsk God to provide the
necessary funds to enable thg Catons
to return to the field as quickly as
ossible.
g Pray that the Sparks will be refreshed
both physically and spiritually during
their year in the States. Ask God to
bless their ministry to the fellow Amer-
icans during this time. Pray for thelr
two sons—MNoel, a high school senior,
and Paul, a student at FWBBC.

Pray for Ron and Linda Callawgy
who are carrying on the work in Spain
while the Catons and Sparks are on
furlough. Ask God to strengthen
them as they labor there alone.

Pray that God will raise up a strong
nucleus of believers in the city of
Madrid.
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Panama

During recent months the country
of Panama has frequently been in the
news. The transfer of the Panama
Canal to the Panamanians is not only
of political significance, but also has
direct bearing on the lives of Free Will
Baptist missionaries.

91% of the two million citizens of
Panama are Roman Catholic. The
influence of the Catholic church is
more keenly felt in the cities and
towns than in the countryside.

Missionaries to Panama include
the Steve Lytles and Larry Inscoes
(now on furlough). Until recently the
Bill Fulchers also worked in Panama.
Because of the transfer of the Canal
Zone, it became impossible to pro-
vide the special education their son
required. Mrs. Thomas Wiley has also
labored there for many years.

Two Panamanians have returned
home to serve the Lord after complet-
ing studies at the Rio Grande Bible
Institute. Another young man, Omedo
Perez, desires to attend Bible College
in preparation for the ministry.
Praise: Thank God for our missionar-
jes in Panama. In particular, give
thanks for the years of faithful service
by the Fulcher family.

Praise God for the recent converts
among the Panamanians. Rejoice in
the completion of the training of these
two national believers.

Prayer: Pray that the transfer of the
Canal Zone to Panama will not adver-
sely affect our mission work.

Ask God to bless the Fulcher fam-

ily in their new ministry in the States.
He is pastor of the Bethel FWB
Church, South Roxana, lllinois.

Pray that God will bless the national
workers in Panama. Especially pray
for Gabriel Perez, Panama City pastor
who gives occasional help to other
congdregations.

A strong Catholic background has
a definite impact on many of the new
converts. Pray especially for Olga
Solis, a convert from a “very Catholic”
family.

The Inscoe family needs cash
before they can return to the field. Ask
God to supply this money as soon as
possible.

Debra Inscoe (she's 6) has had
some difficulty in adjusting to English
after living in Panama all her life. Ask
God to help her master our language
so she will be able to proceed with her
studies.

Pray that God will help the Lytles as
they carry on the work in this needy
country.

March 1980
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Northwestern United States
Idaho, in particular

Sharon Bennett writes, “We are
now having 35-45 attend our services
each Sunday . .. We realize that may
not seem like very many to some, but
we praise the Lord for everyone of
them. You see, four years ago we
moved to Idaho with just the four of
us—Harley, me, Christy, whois now 9,
and David, who is now 7."
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ldaho is the heart of Mormon coun.
try. Home missionaries, Harley and
Sharon Bennett, have their work cut
out for them. Stil, they look forward to
the day they can point to a thriving
Free Will Baptist church in Pocatello.
Several signs of a vital church are
already evident. Each F, riday morning
6 ladies go soul-winning. Approxi-
mately 12 adults regularly go soul-
winning as well as visiting absentees
and prospects during visitation each
week.

Jackand Valerje Stephenson moved
to Pocatello to help the Bennetts
establish a work. Sharon wrote in a
recent letter, “[ believe this is what all
home missionaries need—dedicated
Free Will Baptist families to help them
in starting a new work."”

Praise: Praise God for the 105
people from all over ldaho who
attended camp last summer,

Thank God for the missionary
volunteers who go into areas Whe'ret
we do not have Free Will Baptis

S.
Chll;:fari]siz God for the faithful few WhOf
contribute greatly to the beginning 0!
these home mission churches. "

Prayer: Ask God to bless 9
Bennetts and our other home mis
sionaries with good physical he?lllthl;e

Pray that necessary funds wi
provided to meet their ngeds. "

Pray for the church in Pocate to,
that rﬁany more people will come c;
know the Lord; that the meml?ers o
this church will have an effective wit-

roughout the city.
nei\sstli’]thegLord to help these. young
Christians realize the necessity an
ing of tithing. ¢
blefissllr(] %od to caglll dedicated farnn!nes
to help in establishing home mission
works across our nation.

HOLDING THE ROPES

Down beneath the might ocean
Divers plunge for treasure rare,

So, amid the heathen darkness
There are heroes, true and brave,

But men hold the r opes above them, Shrinking not from death or danger,

So they breathe the upper air,
Seeking pearls of richest value

Braver hearts have dared to go:
But our hands must every moment

Hold the ropes that reach below.
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Bearing all to help anld save.
But they cry, “O do not leave us
"Mid these dreadful depths to drO\'avn
Let us feel your prayers around u's",
Hold the ropes as we go down!'
—copied



Program for January
Carolyn Franks and Sandra Casey

Growing With
The Seasons

Objective: To show the stages of
growth in the life of a
believer and how we should
constantly be striving for
maturity.

M any metaphors have been

used to describe life—a
stream in which to go fishing, a race
to run, a hill to climb, a pilgrimage or
journey, a mountain railroad, a day
from sunrise to sunset, a flower
which today is and tomorrow is cast
aside, a stage on which puppets act
out their little parts, a tale that is told,
or a vapor which appears for awhile
and then vanishes away.

Life can also be compared to a
year of various seasons-—spring,
summer, autumn and winter; or
youth, young adulthood, middle age,
and the senior years. Solomon said,
“To everything there is a season,”
and each of us is at one stage or
another in this cycle.

Let us liken our Christian expe-
rience to a young plant and see how it
reacts as it passes through these four
seasons. Let us also be reminded
that each phase of life has its own
peculiar responsibilities and chal-
lenges and we should be dedicated
Christian women at all times, bring-
ing forth fruit in our season.

Spring—Youth

Spring is a time of seed planting,
budding, blooming and putting down
roots. All nature is joyously awak-
ened as the warm west winds and
refreshing showers inject new life
and beauty to His glorious creation.
As new growth begins to appear, the
old dead material is carefully pruned
away in order of the new life to reach
its fullest potential.

This is what happens in the life of a
Christian. From a state of spiritual
deadness, we are quickened and
made alive as the Holy Spirit takes up
residence in our hearts. He then
starts the life long process of pruning
away all the vestures of our old lives
in order that we might be conformed
to the image of Christ.

New believers must be carefully
nurtured and tended. They must be
daily nourished by God’s Word,
encouraged and helped by fellow
believers, and planted in the soil of
fundamental, Bible-believing, spirit-
filled church.

Soon we find that weeds which we
neither planted or cultivated spring
up among the tender plants and
threaten to sap them of all life and
growth. The honeysuckle is a beauti-
ful, plant destroying vine. Sometimes
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in spring when the hawthorne bushes
put out, the honeysuckle vines are
already on the job, Wrapping thejr
long runners around the branches.
The first few tender vines can be
removed without damaging the bush-
es, but the bushes become more and

they cannot rid themse]
vines.

The young Christian must be
aware of the allure of the world. The
honeysuckle vine has pretty flowers
and a lovely fragrance, but it saps
and destroys whatever vegetation it
covers. In the same way Satan en-
our lives with sin which, if
allowed to remain and grow, will
damage our testimony and eventu-
ally destroy ys. It can only be
stopped by allowing the Holy Spirit

to dig up the infectiye roots, straight
from the source.

ves of the

Summer-Young Adulthood

Spring soon pPasses into the long,
hot days of Summer and the seedlings
develop and produce luscious fruit.
Along with the soft winds and gentle
rain, other factorg have aided in the
growth of these plants. Some tender
plants are beset by weeds, drowned
by flood waters, tossed about by
storms and caused to dry up by the
droughts. But those plants that were
anchored firm in good soil and
sprouted from good seed thrived in
spite of these adverse elements.

So it is with the individual who has
allowed the Holy Spirit to carry out
the pruning Process in his life. Some
of us take more stripping and chip-
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e
ping and sanding to make us Whatt[:e
can use. Satan may try to destroy e
Christian with his weeds of tem'ses
tions, his deluge of false promi n,
storms of doubts and fearst,nzne
droughts of despondexjce, bu N
of these stunt the growing C'hnst'me

The summer of our lives is a '<1:es
of growth and service. Cho:intc;
decisions, and actions .rrllold }l:s oy
responsible adults, fulfilling t e o
ious roles of wives, mothers, smgingi
divorcees, or widows, and puhrsase.
occupations ranging from ho i
wives to career women. We learn.
balance between knowingand domrge,
for we can never hope to do n}jlqm
than we have learned from h]' h

A thriving plant is one w ICW
divides and sends out runners or nelJl
shoots. A growing Christian is a Soo»
winner, one who naturally rep;h‘
duces herself as she intr_oduces Otto
ers to this One who is so importan
her.

Autumn—Middle Age

You've heard the saying’“Llfe belg:
ins at 40.” Perhaps there’s an efer
ment of truth in that statement 0'
this is the season of greatest produhce
tivity. The success or failure of t :
harvest is dependent upon what wa
done during the spring and summera
A proper balance betwgen sun an :
rain, rest and activity, wind and gen
tle breezes, heat and cold, has pro-
duced a bountiful harvest. .

Sometimes the harve.st 1s very
bountiful, yet there are times wheg
the crops are poor 'quahty an
scanty. Just so life has its succe;sss
and its disappointments. Paul regun s
us in 1 Corinthians 15:58 that ”you_;
labor is not in vain in the Lord.” So i



the right seeds are planted and
proper conditions exist, we know the
right harvest will be cultivated.

For a fruitful harvest in the Chris-
tian’s life, these same conditions
apply. The seed of God’s Word has
been allowed to take root in our lives.
This seed has been nurtured by Bible
study, devotions, and personal wit-
nessing. Slowly but surely the fields
are becoming ripe to cultivation.

Reaping a harvest can be an awe-
some experience. The children are
married and gone with families of
their own. Have these turned out as
we hoped? The seed of my husband’s
success had been mine to water and
nurture. If it’s true that a woman can
make or break her man, then what
have I done to mine? We are com-
manded to be witnesses, vessels
through which His light can shine.

Winter—Senior Years

“While the earth remaineth, seed-
time and harvest, and cold and heat,
and summer and winter . .” (Genesis
8:22). The harvest, too, passes into
the cold latent days of winter. This
inactive period is necessary before
the spring of new birth.

So it is with the mature believer.
The most beautiful woman in all the
world is the dear saint of God who
has walked and talked so intimately
with her Lord that His image is
clearly stamped on her visage.

She’s aware that her outward man
is perishing, yet the inner man is
being renewed day by day as she
spends more and more time in His
presence. Death is still an enemy, to
be sure, but she even conquers that
as she slips quietly into His presence
to be with Him forever.

At that precise moment, a new life
begins, for her old body is trans-
formed into a new and incorruptible
one. We stand amazed at the miracle
of plant transformation, but this is
only a mere shadow of the glorious
rebirth that awaits the child of God.
Robert Browning said, “Grow old
along with me, the best is yet to be.”
But God said it better in 1 Corinthi-
ans 2:9: “Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man the things which God
hath prepared for them that love
him.”

Conclusion

One’s physical age does not neces-
sarily determine in which season he’s
living. Some young adults are mature
believers. Some old folks are still old
babies because they haven’t prop-
erly developed. Whether you are a
youth, young adult, middle-aged wo-
man, or awoman in her senior years,
thereis a place for you tofill. It’s such
a short time from spring to winter,
from youth to old age, but everyday
is filled with golden opportunities.

When as a babe, [ laughed and wept,
Time crept.

When as a child, I jumped and talked,
Time walked.

As time passed on, | older grew,
Time flew.

When at last | became a man,
Time ran.

Soon I shall find in traveling on,
Time gone.

This program is dedicated to Mrs. Alice
Franks, a faithful auxiliary member of Fawn
Grove FWB Church, Dorsey, Mississippi,
who went to be with the Lord January 1, 1978.
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Program for February
Dorothy Cox

Objective: To see how God’s love
in our hearts wil] spread
out, embracing the whole
world.

A new baby is completely self-

ish and cares only for his own
needs. As he grows older, normally
his affections expands to include his
family and friends. However, as
human beings we are still basically
selfish unless the Lord is given first
placein our hearts and we allow Him
to fill our hearts with His love.
Sunday School Times gives an
interesting illustration of the effects
of enlarging our hearts. A man once
experimented with 200 |bs. of earth.

After dryingitin an oven, he placed it

in an earthen vessel and planted in it

a 500 Ib. willow tree. He covered the

vessel with a perforated metal plate

to keep out all particles of dirt and
contamination. After 5 years of care-
ful watering and tending, he weighed
them. The tree had gained 169 |bs.
while the earth had only lost 2 oz.
We can confidently give of our-
selves to others with absolutely no

danger of loss. Instead we are the
better; for the good that we seein the
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lives that we have touched producelis_
in us a joy that can never be dup
cated or taken away.

Enlarge
My Heart

to Love God First

In Luke 10:27, we are com.manded
to put God first in our affections. He
wants us to love Him supremely
above every earthly love or mteresti
Anything that has a more 1mp(.)rtanlf
place in our lives than God Himse
becomes our idols. ]

Money, possessions and materia
gain can crowd out our love for God.
Jesus said, “Ye cannot serve F}od
and mammon” (riches), and it’s as
applicable today as it was then. ‘

Sometimes we place our family
before God. After many years God
gave Abraham the son who_m He had
promised. As this son grewin stature
and in Abraham’s affections, Go.d
decided to test Abraham. Had th.lS
child of promise replaced God in
Abraham’s affections? God came to
his servant and asked him to take his
only son, Isaac, and offer him on an
altar as a sacrifice to Him.



The Bible does not reveal to us the
painful struggle involved in
Abraham’s decision, but we do know
the outcome. He rose up early in the
morning and set out to obey God. He
fully intended to slay his son, vet he
believed implicity that God would
raise him from the dead; for it was
through this son that God had prom-
ised to produce a great nation.

You know the rest of the story. At
the very instant the knife was to be
plunged into Isaac’s bosom, God
stopped him and provided aram as a
substitute. But the important thing to
remember is that in Abraham’s
heart, he had already sacrificed his
son. God and Abraham became
friends that day for they both knew
what it was to offer their only sons in
sacrifice.

Enlarge
My Heart

To Love Myself

When Luke 10:27 says we should
love our neighbor as ourselves, we
can reasonably assume that God
means we should love ourselves.
How can we do this?

Someone has said that love means
accepting someone as they are. This
is exactly what God does for us. If
God can accept us and love us as we
are, we should be able to love our-
selves in spite of our weaknesses,
our sinfulness, our temptations and
our faults and failures. Many are
severely critical of themselves with-
out realizing that God made each of
us a unique individual with a life plan
perfectly suited to our abilities. Each
person who uses wisely this God-
given ability will be counted faithful in

God’s sight and that is all He requires
of us (1 Cor. 4:2). Instead of cultivat-
ing their own abilities, many live their
lives under the shadow of trying to be
like someone else or fretting because
they do not have the ability another
has.

Ask some of the happiest, most
productive people for the secret of
their success. Most of them will tes-
tify as this one did: “It was a wonder-
ful day in my own life when I realized
that God knows all about me—my
sins, my faults, my failures, my weak-
nesses, my selfishness, my lack of
love for Him and for others, but He
loves me anyway, just as | am, praise
God!”

This does not mean God does not
see our failures, weaknesses and
sins. It does mean that He is con-
stantly working in us for our own
good and for His glory to make us
into all we are capable of becoming
by the power of the Holy Spirit within
us. “For it is God who worketh in you
both to will and to do of His good
pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). And when we
do sin and yield to temptation, He
has promised to forgive us our sin if
we confess it and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). If
God forgives us, we should be able to
forgive ourselves and be free from
the guilt which the devil uses to make
many Christians miserable and use-
less in the Lord’s service.

Not until we have resolved some
of these conflicts in our own lives, are
we prepared to love our neighbor.

Enlarge
My Heart
To Love My Nelghbor

We must not be like the man who
27



prayed, “Lord, blesg
son and his wife,
more. Amen.”
Realizing the love and concern
that has been shown usg by God, we
should love oyr neighbor through
our concern, our Prayers, and our

actions. When we allow God to have
His way in our |Jj

me, my wife, my
us four and no

aware of the needs in our own com-
munity, desiring to alleviate poverty,
suffering, and loneliness when it is in
our power to do gg. But, most of all,
We must be witnesges of the saving
power of our Lorg.
Ann Kieme] has written a book,
“'m Out To Change My World ”
And she thinks she has made a good
start. You know how she’s doing
this? By love. One person at a time.
he world is crying out for love,
although often jt gives the impression
it couldn’t care less. God’s love in our
hearts makes g sensitive to the
needs of others,
characteristic of that early
church was, “Behold, how they loved
one another.” Outsiders looking in
were overwhelmed with this warm,
fraternal love which flowed among
the brethren, Love is the first fruit of
the spirit. Natural love can exist in
Some situations; byt the only love
that wil] endurein allsituations is that
which is produced by the Holy Spirit
in the lives of the believers.
€ can never isolate ourselves
from the needs of others, realizing
that we al| have needs on onelevel or
the other. TheBible tells us that even
the sufferings we have been through
can be used to comfort others with

the same comfort with which God
has comforted ys,
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Enlarge
My Heart yrld-Wide
Through A Wovis'iOrl

e

In our Lord’s last commar:](tic,) :e
says, “Ye shall be witnesses u o
both in Jerusalem (the cxt;:jlr;a e
they lived), and in.all Ju lacated,
state in which the city was lo e
and Samaria (a neighbormtg iy
try), and unto the uttgrmoI&B, p i
the earth (no boundaries). It's F:areas
ble to be witnesses in all these i
at one time through the aux i
Our purpose is to teaph and Sudpoing-
missions. Knowing mvplves o
The auxiliary helps us find o'ur‘zn
in fulfilling the Great Comm]ségme;ri-

In the story of the Good hatour
tanin Luke 10, Jesus tellsus t das Lo
neighbor is anyone who nee el
help. This Jew who was Woidered
certainly would not havg cons g
the hated Samaritan his nelgelped
but it was the Samaritqn who it
him instead of the priest ordto i
who would have been expecte
So'We should start to be concergiets
about others in our own commuick
as we minister to the lost, dsbej
needy, lonely, handicapped, ant ob
reaved. But our concern cann(;) e
there. Our compassion shoul recmg
around the whole world, embrahom
our missionaries and thqse tow o
they minister, our servnce_mel:l‘,lnas_
lost everywhere. Jesu§ said, o
much as ye have done it untodone )
the least of theszes, Z(e)) have don

” (Matt. 25:40).

un}?e:njs (sl;:[ow by our actions tha:
the love of God has enlarged olLJlr
hearts and that we truly .lovbe oaS
God, ourselves, and our neighbor
Christ has commanded us.



Program for March
Cora Christian

Objective: To show that just as
Jesus increased in wis-
dom, in stature and in
favor with God and man,
we likewise should give
attention to growing men-
tally, physically, socially,
lancl most of all, spiritual-
y.

A ccording to Webster, an exam-
ination is a careful search with
a view to ascertain the truth or real
state of things. Remember those
days of school examinations? If we
_had been “good” students by keep-
ing up daily assignments, completing
homework assignments, and giving
full attention to the teacher, we had
no real anxiety about results. How-
ever, if we had not measured up to
the requirements, failure was certain.
Jesus increased in wisdom, in sta-
ture, and in favor with God and man.
He constantly gave attention to
growing mentally, physically, socially,

and spiritually. Since dJesus is our
example, we should study His life in
order that we might follow in His
footsteps.

Let’s give ourselves four examina-
tions to see how well we shape up.

Mental Exams

At age 12, Jesus was found “sitting
in the midst of the doctors, both
hearing them and asking them ques-
tions,” and throughout His earthly
life, He was inferior to no man.

Mental knowledge involves accumu-
lating facts (knowledge) as well as
applying that knowledge to everyday
situations (wisdom). One to the neg-
lect of the other is a whop-sided indi-
vidual. A man may know all the prin-
ciples of teaching, even writing vol-
umes on the subject; yet if he fails as
a teacher, of what value is it?

Elementary knowledge of the Bible
is all that is required of a child. But as
we progress from grade to grade,
more and more knowledge is required
at test time. Growing mentally re-
quires aregular schedule of personal
Bible study. This goes beyond just a
few verses read in the devotional
period. It is more than a quick scan-
ning of the Sunday school lesson. It
involves setting aside a time where a
regular Bible study schedule is fol-
lowed.

Five of the ten virgins failed
because they had not sufficiently
prepared. They miscalculated. They
failed to use wisdom in applying the
facts of their situation. They had not
taken sufficient oil for their lamps
and while they went to search for
more, they missed out on the whole
celebration.
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There should be a constant eya]-
uation of our understanding of God’s
Word. He gives the keyin James 1:5:
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God who giveth to gaJ| men
liberally, and upbraideth not.”

Physical Exams

Jesus never engaged in a gymnas.
tic program. However, if we examine
a map of Palestine and follow His
steps through Hig earthly ministry
and then realize that virtually every
inch (except His triumphal entry)
was on foot, we realize the tremend-
Ous amount of physijcal exercise He
endured. Those who have trod those
rugged hills of modern Israel have a
greater appreciation for this fact.

Before a child leaves the hospital
and then periodically on through life,
physical exams are given by a prac-
ticing physician. Some are routine
and others more detailed. Extensive
lab work is often required, including
blood and chemical analyses, x-rays,
EKG’s, various scans, etc. Some-
times a prolonged hospital stay is
required to completely determine
one’s real health picture.

hysical exams are a vital part of
most entrance examinations to
schools and places of employment.
Certain requirements must be met.
One’s good health is very important
to the way we fulfij] any responsibili-
ties assigned us. Ask any physician
and he will te]| you that food, exer-
Cise, rest, and peace of mind all com-
bine to Promote good health.

Thank God, Psalm 103:4 reminds
us that we have a personal physician
with whom we never need to call for
an appointment. God our Heavenly
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Father, knows our frame. He ngf
us. He knows our frailities andkpoess_
bilities, our strengths and wea tr']onS‘
es, our potentials and limita ]seO,
and He will not excuse our misu
what He has entrusted to us. Al o

Just as we avoid foods tha R
detrimental, get adequnte anc)im:ate
of sleep, and engage in mode -
exercise, so we apply thls‘to the Sti)se
itual realm. “ . . . For bodily 'exe)rcbut
profiteth little (for a short nﬁltehings
godliness is profitab!e unto a4.8) 5
(at all times)” (I Timothy 4: f.this
while we should take care 0 4
physical frame, it’s the inner il
that must be nourished and streng
ened.

Social Exams

Jesus is our example soc1all;t/}.1£{r:
mingled with people and metl =
where they were—in the temple, '
the mountains, alongside tbe seas, <
weddings, funerals, baptisms, an

in the tombs.

eVesnolrzetimes Christians have beerilr
accused of being so holy they are (;_
no earthly good. Jesus, God 1r]1cah
nate, was clothed in human _fes 1,(
and He met people at their point %
need. And love! Oh, how He love

them! Once He climbed the Judz;{e‘n
hills and looked down over His
beloved Jerusalem and wept, sayllrngt,
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou t at
killest the prophets, and stones
them which are sent unto thee, h(i]w
often would I have gathered k: Y
children together, even as a hen
gathered her chickens ”under h er
wings, and ye would not” (Matthew
23.I3fZ))nly we could love people as He
did. Everyday our lives touch others



In some way, either for the good or
bad. Our Christian love and testi-
mony is vital if we are to win lost souls
to Christ.

Jesus was a missionary. His con-
cern led Him to distant lands to
search for those hungering for that
which He could satisfy.

The world is starving today for
that which we can satisfy in the name
of Jesus. We can never hope to fulfill
qu’s plan for our lives until our
vision extends beyond our own
doorstep to those out there who
have never met this same Lord we
know.

Others should look on us and see
that we have been with Jesus. Our
words and daily walk should reflect
the indwelling presence of Christ.
Our mouth is His only instrument to
speak His words, our members His
to use at His bidding. He has no
hands but ours, no feet to go but our
feet. What kind of mark are we get-
ting in this exam?

Spiritual Exams

This is in fact the most important
of}all exams, for how well we do on
this one determines to a large extent
how well we do on the other three.

Jesus never outgrew the need of
prayer. He says, “Men ought always
to pray and not to faint,” and he Him-
self lived a life of continual commun-
ion with His heavenly Father. He
sometimes spent entire nights in
prayer. If this was necessary for Him,
then how much more so is it for us.

God’s Word was committed to
memory so that it was on the tip of
His tongue at any moment. In the
wilderness temptation when Satan
lashed out at Him those three times,

each time our Lord was victorious
through the spoken Word.

We, too, have access to these
same weapons of prayer and His
Word, and we must employ them
daily. We must be clad in the Chris-
tian’s armor which include

girdle of truth

breastplate of righteousness
boots of peace

shield of faith

helmet of salvation

sword of the Spirit, which is the
Word of God

When we accepted Christ as our
Saviour, the Holy Spirit came to live
in our hearts. We who were dead in
trespasses and sins were quickened
and made spiritually alive. This exami-
nation is not so much concerned
merely with whether or not we are
spiritually alive, but with whether or
not we have let that Holy Spirit rule in
our lives. Is He really Lord, or do we
continue to do as we please?

He must be Lord of all or He isn’t
Lord at all.

Conclusion

In God’s plan, we never complete
our prescribed course of study here
on earth. We merely pass from grade
to grade, from one stage of learning
to another. Paul said, “Not as though
I had already apprehended, but I
follow after . . .” One day we will
stand before Him for that final
examination. We shall look upon our
Teacher face to face to receive that
blessed commendation, “Well
done . . . enter thou in.”

Only then will we have passed the
final exam.
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In the fifth year of her marriage, Imogene Patterson's husband, \Mlllasl;:;
entered the ministry. His ordination service became her very own as e
dedicated herself to go wherever He wanted her to go and be whatever
wanted her to be, ission-

Her “going" has been to many places and has included several' miss o
ary tours in the West Indies and to Brazil. But her roots lie buried deep in C::lnhas
Indiana (the place of her birth), and the First FWB Church of Chesterfie
been her roost for more than 26 years. ‘hilities are

Her "being” is more varied than her going. Her responsibilities day
characterized by consistency—DVBS director for 24 years, adult iunlife
school teacher for 35 years, choir director, pianist and organist mOSF of .fershé
head cook at youth camp, as well as the usual duties of a busy pastor's W'.'e' four
has raised two children, Tony and Linda Jean, and helps spoi
grandchildren,

Actively involved in auxiliary work on all levels in the state, she serves as
district secretary-treasurer., s. Her

Aformer General Baptist, she's a comparative newcomer among u fhak
first National Association was 16 years ago, and she’s only missed one sthem'

Missionaries know and love Imogene Patterson because she wntej b
Personal messages, warmly shares her home with them, and intercede
them in prayer.

She lives by her favorite motto:

Only one life

T'will soon be past,
Only what's done
For Christ will last.
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Incoming and Qutgoing
Presidents

—

Genelle Scott Clara Picirilli

WNAC Directory
1979-1981

President Member at Large

Genelle Scott Norma Teague

4505 Lynn Lane 405 Fairlane Drive

North Little Rock, Arkansas 72118 Longview, Texas 75604
Vice President Member at Large

June Rolen Barbara Fletcher

2913 E. Northdale Route 1, Box 96

Fresno, California 93726 Richton, Mississippi 89476
Sceretary Member at Large

Anne Worthington Peggy Outland

3308 Timber Trail Route 6, Box 234

Antioch, Tennessee 37013 Durham, North Carolina 27783

Executive Seeretary-Treasurer
Cleo Pursell
P.O.box 1088
Nashville, Tennessee 37202

Field Worker
Mary Ruth Wischart
78 Brookwood Terrace Place
Nashville, Tennessee 37203




Smoky Shadows Conference Center
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee
September 25-27, 1980

* Rooms are for 4. If you are alone or if your group is an odd number,
you may be placed with other people.

* Roomates must send in together to stay in the same motel room.
Send one application card (below) for each person with $4.00 per
person registration fee and $11.00 per person for motel (two nights).
If extra cards are needed, use plain 3 x 5 index cards and copy
information. Make checks payable to WNAC. Mail to WNAC, P.O.
Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee 37202.

* Check one of the two plans on the application card: i
PLAN A—Registration fee of $4.00 plus $11.00 for motel (two nights)

PLAN B—Registration fee of $4.00. Covers only registration and
meetings.

* Meals are not included in the package plan as previously planned.
Because of fluctuating f

ood prices, the manager cannot guarantee
current food prices to be the same several months hence. Present

prices quoted are: Breakfast - $2.50, Lunch - $3.00, and Supper-
$4.00. You will be able to purc

hase meals at the restaurant on the
grounds and the food is delicious!

* Cancellation. Registration fee of $4.00is not refundable but balance

will be refunded if you give a two weeks notice. No refunds after
September 11, 1980.

* Read Memo from Cleo in this issue of Co-Laborer for more details
or call WNAC, (615) 361-1010.

* Watch for program INFORMATION in the next issue of Co-Laborer.

APPLICATION FORM - Please Print

NAME (/Ve;fs/ 7494/”//5 s
Husband’s
ADD}(?II‘:'?SS\;) 78 g VOO(h/aﬂ(f/r%//a ok (Husban

Phone)
BN, T % ZoaEPs
(City and State) ! (Zip Code)

Plan A ~- B
Mail to: WNAC, P.O. Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee 37202

Amount enclosed $




