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Thanksgiving Trivia
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- Editorial -

n arecent vacation to
Pennsylvania and Ohio,
we explored the Amish-
Mennonite communi-
ties. Mennonites are
modernized Amish. When an Amish
leaves the farming profession, he
automatically becomes a Mennonite

Not content with the usual tours
and visits—few slipped by un-
heeded—we followed horse trails to
uncharted farms, stopped buggies to
converse, and once interrupted g
young man painting an Amish one-
room school house.

Something about the Amish way
of life captured our admiration. We
share common roots—the Anabap-
tists of the European Reforma-
tion—but there the similarity ends.
Noted for their peace and nonresis-
tance, accountable church member-
ship, mutual helping, separation of
church and state, adult baptism, and
missionary outreach, they reflect a
culture we once knew and have lost.
There’s something to be said for
their simple faith, moral values and
uncluttered lifestyle.

Would [ trade what | have now for
that way of life? In a minute!—given
the same situation.

“We admire your faith in God and
trying to live by the principles set
forth in His Word,” my husband told
this bearded patriarch sitting so tal]
and straight in his horse drawn
buggy. .

“Where're you staying?” asked the
matriarch when she learned we were
passing through. Amish are hos-
pitable, warm and friendly neigh-
bors. Was this to be an invitation?

No, we had to rush on. Three
hundred more miles to cover before
nightfall. But as we sped along in our
automobile and they loped off in
their buggy, something about their
way of life beckoned.

But I'd probably become a Men-
nonite.

—Lorene Miley
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one With The Christ Child

by Marie Stewart

¢ ut you can't spend Christ- Clear...”
mas alone,” my friend The night became so special that
urged. “Come and join had I looked out to see a guiding
me at my brother's.” star in the sky | would not have

I knew she meant well, but an been surprised. The night began to

elusive-something kept me from take on new meaning.

accepting her invitation. Still, [ felt Speak, Lord, I'm listening.

it almost impossible to get into the Aha! That's where that piece of

Christmas spirit. In vain, I tried to
find something to warm my cold
heart.

Christmas is fast approaching, |
told my Lord. You are so real and

recious. Help me capture the jo
gf Your birth.p it i

It's like a jigsaw puzzle, | thought.
I need to see how the pieces all fit
together.

Thinking of puzzles—

That's something [ can do! [ de-
cided to put together a puzzle on
Christmas! | remembered hearing
that our Christian radio station, be-
ginning at noon on December 24,
would air 36 hours of family Christ-
mas listening. My heart leaped in
anticipation! I would spend Christ-
mas with my puzzle and my radio.

On Christmas Eve | set up the
folding table and dumped out the
puzzle pieces. Even my anemic lit-
tle Christmas tree perked up as
Christmas music began to fill my
apartment.

“Joy to the World! The Lord is
come...”

Joy doesn’t come from external
things, I thought. The big red barn
began to take shape on the table.
Though relaxed and at peace, |
still felt no kinship with Christ-
mas.

“There’s room in my heart,
Lord Jesus...”

Did I have room in my life
for Him this Christmas?

Had I become so busy |
could not enjoy my Sav-
jor's birthday?

“It Came Upon a Midnight

blue fits! The wagon is taking
shape. This will be a beautiful pic-
ture with the snow and the icicles.
But many pieces to go...

“I know that my Redeemer
liveth...”

Not for a long time had I listened
all the way through Handel's “Mes-
siah.” At 2 a.m. | headed for bed. |
fell asleep as the last strains of the
“Hallelujah Chorus” punctuated the
air waves. Two-o'clock. My search
had ended. Merry Christmas!

| awoke on Christmas Day with a
song in my heart. A deep joy and
peace flooded my being as | once
again picked up the puzzle pieces.

Many hours later the picture on
the table was complete. The pieces
of my Christmas also finally fell into
place. As my favorite little charac-
ter boomed, “pa rum pa pum
pum,” | knelt before the Babe and
gave Him all  had. I'm certain the
' heavenly Father gave His only Son
fi . such recognition on that first
silent night.

“Sweet Little Jesus Boy...”

By this time, He and | were

totally in tune with the day as
we rejoiced together. The

Son of God Immanuel had

come down to dwell with me.

On a Christmas | shall
never forget, | spent the birth-
' day of all birthdays alone
with the Christ Child.

Marie Stewart is a freelance
writer in Glendale, Arizona.
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WNAC'’s Pre-Thanksgiving Week of Prayer Program

A Ripe Harvest

Aim: To show the need of loving
and reaching the children.

Scripture: Mark 10:14

Hymns: “My Task”, “Open the Door
for the Children,” or “People
Need the Lord.”

Introduction

Janet smiled as | passed her in
the hall. Love oozed from her
barely visible blue eyes, swollen
from the black and blue bruises on
her face. I returned her smile then
turned and watched as she limped
into the computer room.

I had already heard. Her drunken
mother had beaten her—again.
Janet was a former student, a
straight-A student, my Girl Friday.
How could this have happened?

We are told that at least one stu-
dent in every classroom is sexually
abused. Physical abuse is evident.
Verbal abuse and other forms of ne-
glect are not as visible, yet we deal
with their deadly results every day.

Many of these children are
unchurched, while others, sad to
say, fill the pews in our churches.
Why cry over the bloated tummies
in the Sudan and close our eyes,
ears and hearts to the bloated spir-
its around us? All we can do for
them is pray and give, but we can
do far more for the spiritually
starved children within our reach.

4

by Eleanor Grindstaff

Satan has scored a victory these
past decades. We as a church al-
lowed it to happen, and yet we
have the cure. What are we going
to do about it?

UNNATURAL PARENTS
(Rom. 1:28-31)

57¢€ live in what | call a
\/ Rorpans Chapter-One
/\ society. This passage

describes those who
have not retained God in their
knowledge. God calls them repro-
bates.

One of the characteristics of a
Romans Chapter-One society is
“without natural affections.” What
could be more unnatural or un-
motherly than a mother who beats

.and abuses her own child? What

could hurt the child more than to
know his mother mistreats him and
probably doesn't even love him?
The results of unnatural parent-
hood are all around us, Wounded

(children are the norm, not the ex-

ception. These unwanted by-prod-
ucts of a Romans Chapter-One
!lfestyle Pose a hindrance to their
indulgence in further Romans
Chapt.er-One desires.

Christian women, these unnatural
parents are a mission field in our
midst. Hear their cry for help. But
an even greater call comes from
these rejected children. Jesus says
in Matthew 4:35: «__ Jift up your
eyes, and look on the fields; for
they are white already to harvest.”
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Children are those who first strike
our vision as we look up. They
crowd out the far distant fields.
Let’s bring the children to Jesus.
Let them know He loves them.

THE WALKING WOUNDED
(Romans 5:6-8)

e ~——e've heard the silent
\'\ i\ // scream of the aborted
\ V/\'V/ baby, but another silent

\/ \/ scream impels us to
listen—the cry of the walking
wounded. These children cry for
help. They cry for love. Some cry
without knowing why they are ;TY'
ing. They miss something they
have never known, yet .somethmg
within our power to give—love,
God'’s love and ours.

Too many children are robbed of
their innocence. Many are so
deeply wounded that healin,g is im-
possible apart from Go_d s love.
They encase their hurts in a hard
shell and crawl into it. Problem chil-
dren are often wounded children
crying out for a mother’s love.

Babies in the animal kingdom
are self-sufficient in a short time.
Not so with human babies. God
didn't create them to be pushed out
of the nest in a few months. They
need years of love and protection in
order to grow and develop into full-
grown, responsible adults.

The unnatural mother pushes her
baby out much too soon. Some-
times she kills him. Yes, some
mothers murder their babies, yet
they live.



DEAD, YET-LIVING BABIES
(Matt 5:21-23)

= o you have dead or
.\ \wounded children in your
‘ / / community, or coming to

) == your church? Does your
bus ministry bring them in? If you
have children in your church, some
are probably wounded.

God created us body, soul and
spirit. All three parts need nourish-
ment in order to grow and develop
into the being God intended.

I John 3:15 equates hating our
brother with murder. Yet we kill our
children every day by abuse. The
soul houses the mind, will and
emotions. A constant put-
down—being told he is stupid,
worthless or dumb—becomes a
knife in destroying the child. If he is
not taught the correct God-image,
he cannot develop a correct self-
image.

The wounded child seeks a re-
placement for his deprived feelings.
He may turn to drugs, sex, or even
to the occult. He needs a mother to
assure him he is beautiful, impor-
tant, and made in God's image.
God made him and “God doesn't
make junk.” He's so important that
He sent His son, Jesus, to die for
him.

The child’s spirit is exposed when
his emotions are destroyed. The
spirit is the part of him that wor-
ships and communes with God. A
child with a destroyed spirit is pa-
thetic. He sees no value in himself,
so he gives up. He has no reason
to try.

These wounded, dying children
fill our reform schools, penal insti-
tutions and mental hospitals. Yet
even in these last stages of dying,
he is redeemable. He is crying for
a surrogate mother.

SPIRITUAL SURROGATE
MOTHERS (1 Tim. 6:10)

T ook at this scripture. Notice
a | all verbs are in the past
i | tense. The godly woman is
J -Jlcommended for deeds done
in the past. She has adopted a

lifestyle of serving. She may be
compared with the virtuous woman
in Proverbs 31.

We cannot understand unnatural
mothers. In fact, we condemn
them. But are we not “unnatural
spiritual mothers?” Have we
aborted spiritual babies by refusing
to give them life? Have we turned
deaf ears to the silent scream of the
aborted, yet-alive, children? Do we
draw back from these wounded,
dying, and maybe-dead children?
Do we cry at the stories told by our
missionaries and then ignore the
lost around us? We shake our
heads in disbelief at the plight of
our children, but are we willing to
become a surrogate mother to
them?

Unnatural spiritual mothers are
those who are so concerned with
their own affairs they have no time
for these wounded children. Will

Program Helps

Make five collage posters |

which contrast the good and the
bad. Cut pictures from magazines
or newspapers. Christian maga-
zines especially are a good
source for these pictures.

1. Unnatural Mothers. Contrast
“night life” pictures with those of
a happy, wholesome family life.

2. Wounded Children. Contrast
happy children with those of chil-
dren in trouble. Perhaps a crime
scene.

3. Aborted Babies. Show the
aborted baby as an unhappy, ne-
glected child.

4. Surrogate Mothers. On one
side show children in utter de-
spair. On the other, a picture of a
mother, preferably one reaching
out with empty arms.

For a Home Missions empha-
sis, make two or three copies of

the child silhouette on page 19 |

and paste them on a large outline
map of the United States. If you
use a real map of the United
States, cut the children from
black construction paper. Print
the words, RIPE TO HARVEST,
on top.
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they be charged with spiritual ne-
glect or abuse one day?

The price of surrogate mother-

hood is often only a smile, touch,
look of love, or word of encourage-
ment. For some, involvement
means more. It may mean visiting
an unpleasant home, leaving early
to pick up a child, changing your
plans to adapt to another’s sched-
ule, or offering a shoulder to cry
on. It may mean bringing him
home to eat at your table or sleep
in your bed.
- When you take him to church,
take him to his class. Buy him a
Bible. Be generous with things
money cannot buy—enthusiasm,
praise and encouragement. Re-
member he is a wounded child. He
may not know how to act or react.
He may require discipline. But
even discipline can be a way to
demonstrate God's love.

Conclusion

Perhaps God has chosen you as
a “One Hundred Fold Mother” to
some great servant of God. You
may be the Priscilla in some Paul’s
life. One day these servants will
look back and thank God for their
surrogate mothers.

An old proverb says, “It is better
to put a fence around a cliff than
an ambulance at the bottom.”
Dear Christian women, we must be
both a fence and an ambulance.
Some children are pushed to the
cliff's edge. Will you be the surro-
gate mother who steps over the
edge and catches that child in the
net of God's love? Can you love
him back to a healthy life?

Can you be at the bottom to
catch those who are pushed over?
Can you adopt a spiritual child?
Let some child adopt a spiritual
surrogate mother today. It isn't

an easy task, but it's worth it. E@]

Eleanor Grindstaff (Mrs. Roberl), a
teacher by profession, has taught Sun-
day school for 38 years at the First FWB
Church, Erwin, Tennessee. She has four
grown children and six grandchildren.
She has authored one book, FOREVER
AND EVER ... AMEN, with others wail-
ing publication.
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Introduction

Thanksgiving Day is one of our
most cherished traditions. It sum-
mons every American to pause in
the midst of a busy schedule, how-
ever necessary and valuable, to
give simple and humble thanks to
God. In order to appreciate this day,
let's go back to its beginning. How
much do you remember from his-

tory?

Trivia question #1
On December 4, 39 English settlers

Who spoke the first
words of thanks in
America?

arrived at the Berkley Plantation
near Charles City, Virginia. The
group’s charter required that the
day of arrival be observed yearly as
a day of Thanksgiving to God.

The first words of thanks in
America may have been spoken
when the Pilgrims landed on Ply-
mouth Rock. When all were safely
on shore, Elder Brewster gathered
them together and intoned: “In the
name of God, Amen! For the glory
of God and the advancement of the
Christian faith, we have found us a
new home where we may worship
God in our own way.”

After other prayers and singing
they arose from their knees to face
a new world.

6
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In what year was the
first Thanksgiving cel-
ebrated? Where? By
whom?

After a winter of terrible suffering
frpm cold, hunger and sickness. the
Pilgrims were at last rewarded with
an abundant harvest. During the
summer they had been able to
make their homes warm and se-
cure for the winter. They also
stored up enough food until the
next harvest. Many had died during
the cruel winter, but at the time of
the celebration not one person was
sick in the colony.

William Bradford, first governor
of Massachusetts, proclaimed July
30, 1623, as a day on which the
Pilgrims at Plymouth should thank
God for a bountiful harvest and for
their victory over great hazards in
establishing new homes in the
wilderness.

Of what did the first
ThanKsgiving feast
consist?

On the day of the feast the women
cooked wild turkey, fish, corn
cakes, succotash and other side
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Trivia

dishes. The children helped by
turning geese and ducks on spits in
front of the fire. After a fervent
prayer of thanksgiving by Elder
Brewster, the colonists ate the first
Thanksgiving feast in America. Ac-
tually the celebration lasted from
Tuesday until Saturday.

What part m
play in that first
deeniei

On the second day of the feast,
Massasoit, a friendly chief of the Iro-
quois, and his tribe were invited tF’
the celebration. They brought veni-
son, cranberries and Oysters, which
they considered a great delicacy.

This is probably the origin of the
tradition that guests be invited at
every Thanksgiving table.

Which president is-
sued the proclamation
for the first national
day of Thanksgiving?
When?

At the request of Congress, presi-
dent George Washington named



Thursday, November 26, 1789 as a
day “to acknowledge with grateful
hearts the many signal favors of
Almighty God...”

However, for many years after
there was no regular Thanksgiving
Day.

When was the next
day of Thanksgiving
observed?

President Grover Cleveland called
for “prayers and songs of praise”
that would render to God the appre-
ciation of the American people—for
His mercy and for the abundant
harvests and rich rewards He had
bestowed upon the nation through
the labor of its farmers, shopkeep-
ers and tradesmen.

This proclamation, as well as the
first one, included a recognition of
our shortcomings, our transgres-
sions and our dependence upon
Almighty God.

What determined wo-
man was instrumental
in making Thanksgiv-
ing a national holiday?
Under what presi-
dent?

In 1827, Sarah Hale edited the
Ladies Magazine in Boston. She
began her campaign by writing an
editorial urging a unified Thanks-
giving Day, as was July 4th.

For the next nine years, as editor
of the Godey’s Lady’s Book, she
wrote state and territory governors
urging this day be declared a na-
tional holiday. She wrote thou-
sands of letters to senators, con-
gressmen and other influential
people.

By 1852, she had won 29 states;
however, each observed a different
time. Presidents Filmore, Pierce
and Buchanan all turned a deaf ear
to her request for unification.

During the Civil War, Mrs. Hale
begged President Abraham Lincoln
for a “Thanksgiving Day of Peace.”
Two years later, he proclaimed
Thursday, November 26, 1863, as
a national “day of thanksgiving and
praise to our beneficent Father.”
From that time on, presidents for-
mally named this last Thursday in
November as a national holiday.

When was Thanks-
giving declared a legal
holiday that needed|
no proclamation? By
whom?

In 1941, under president Roosevelt,
Congress established the fourth
Thursday in November as Thanks-
giving Day.

What is the signifi-

cance of five grains of
corn?

An old Thanksgiving Day custom is
still observed by many families
around Plymouth, Massachusetts.
At breakfast, five grains of corn are
placed beside each plate. They
symbolize the pitiful ration to which
each of the original Pilgrims was
eventually reduced in that first bit-
ter winter before the relief ship ar-
rived from England and saved them
from starvation.

Some families still place from
one to five grains of corn on each
plate (depending on number of
guests). Before partaking of a
sumptuous Thanksgiving dinner,
they share one blessing for each
grain of corn.

Quote one verse of

ThanKsgiving.

Eph. 5:28
2 Cor. 2:14; 9:15
Ps. 95:2; 106:1; 107:1
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Quote a psalm of]
ThanKsgiving.

Psalm 100
Psalm 103:1-5, 22

Give a hymn title of|
ThanKksgiving? Can
you sing it?

“Come, Ye Thankful People,
Come”

“Now Thank We All Our God”

“Count Your Blessings”

“He's Been So Good To Me"

Count your blessings
this ThanKsgiving sea-

son. Name one.

Conclusion

We need to remind ourselves
constantly that millions of people in
the world never have a complete
meal from the time they are born
until they die; yet we live in a land
of plenty. In a world where millions
have lost their freedom, we are still
free to speak our minds, choose
our life’'s work, worship at the
church of our choice, own property,
and vote officials in and out of of-
fice.

These blessings are the gift of a
God whose greatest gift was His
only Son who came to bring eternal
life. Let us join the Psalmist:

O give thanks unto the Lord;

call upon his name:

make known his deeds among
the people.

Sing unto him,

sing psalms unto him;

talk ye of all his wondrous
works.

Glory ye in his holy name:

let the heart of them rejoice

that seek the Lord.

(See Program Helps on page 15)
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December Program

RSB CERR o ORRE AL TETG
Anne Worthington

Wise Men Still Seek Him

Preparation

Place a manger and a cross on slage.
Costume Bible characters. Participants
stand on dark stage. Shine spotlight
on manger and each person as she
speaks. If spots are not available, have
participants stand with backs to audi-
ence, heads bowed. When speaking,
turn to audience and step forward.
When finished, step back and assume
former position.

NARRATOR #1: For hundreds of
years God sent birth announce-
ments through His prophets. The
time, place and circumstances of
Christ’s birth were not some vague
promise.

For years Israel waited. Each
generation wondered, “Will He
come in our time?” They lived in
hope and expectation. Though He
failed to come, they believed He
would.

That hope has been fulfilled for
you and me. Now we look for His
second coming. Though He may
not return in our lifetime, we know
He will come as promised.

NARRATOR #2: His first coming
began with a lowly birth. The Jews
expected their king to come in
majesty and splendor. Instead He
came humbly, almost unnoticed.

His second coming will not go
unnoticed. He will come with
power and great glory. All the
world will know it. Will the world be
ready? Will you? As Christ’s first
coming called for response, so
does His second.

NARRATOR #3: How did those wit-
nessing the Bethlehem birth re-
spond? What did they do with
God's son? What have you done

8

with Him? How will your choice ef-
fect your eternal destiny?

MARY (Luke 1:26-38): I'm a
teenage virgin engaged to Joseph,
a carpenter. We're from Nazareth,
a city despised by most Jews be-
cause of its contact with Gentiles.
We're very poor. Why would God
choose me to mother the Messiah?
Gabriel's greeting both surprised
and perplexed me. What did he
mean when he said | was highly fa-
vored and the Lord was with me?

I'm neither divine or wealthy. |
claim no uniqueness, except for
my response to His message. Of
course, questions raced through
my mind. [ believed the promise
that I would bear the Messiah, but
how could a virgin birth a child?

Gabriel explained the miracle. |
would be pregnant, but Joseph
wouldn't be the father,

Would people accuse me of
being unfaithful to Joseph? Per-
haps. | considered the conse-
quences and concluded | must risk
it. I believed God and surrendered
myself as a willing servant. | de-

sired to magnify my Lord. | submit-
ted to His will.

.JOSEPH (Matt. 1:19-25): My name
is Jose:ph. I face a sticky situation.
Mary is pregnant. An engaged
pregnant woman is considered an
adulteress sentenced to death by
stoning.

I love Mary. | can't put her on
public display. | could divorce her
privately, but what a trial that would
be—for both of us. Has Mary been
unfaithful? I do not know.
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As | wondered what to do, the
angel of the Lord spoke to me in a

dream. | must proceed with my
marriage, he said. Mary had con-
ceived by the power of the Holy
Ghost.

| believed God and obeyed His
command.

THE SHEPHERDS (Luke 2:8-17):
The first announcement of the
Messiah’s birth came to us, lowly
shepherds, unlearned men con-
demned to poverty and hard w_ork.
Why us? Why not the religious
leaders? )

Shepherds are often despised
outcasts. They question our hon-
esty and integrity and were not
even allowed to testify in a court of
law. Yet God chose to honor us
with His Son’s birth announce-
ment. His message includes the
poorest, the simplest, the less
gifted and accomplished. '

By faith we received God's mes-
sage and responded with immedi-
ate obedience. We rushed to Beth-
lehem and found the Babe, as the
angel instructed. We shared the
good news with all we met.

God used humble shepherds as
the first human witnesses of the
Messiah's birth. We accepted Him
as our Messiah.

THE WISE MEN (Matt. 2:1-12): We
wise men come from a line of
philosophers, priests, and as-
tronomers living in Persia and Ara-
bia. We claim great wealth and in-
telligence. Since we are Gentiles,
we received no direct message
from heaven, only a sign in the




sky. We regarded the appearance of
a new star as an omen of some re-
markable event.

We knew the Jewish people
hoped for a coming Messiah. This
expectation spread to other coun-
tries. Their prophets even pin-
pointed Judea as His place of birth.
Thus, guided by the star, we came
to Jerusalem to pay homage and
honor this renowned person.

We rejoiced when at last we
found Him. We presented to Him
tokens of our respect, the most

valuable gifts our countries pro-
duced.

HEROD (Matt. 2:1-16): 1, Herod, sat
on my throne the day the wise men
came to Jerusalem inquiring about
the whereabouts of the “king of the
Jews.” Fear and alarm filled my
being. King of the Jews? The star
had led them, they said. Both the
visit of the wise men and the guid-
ing star confirmed the birth of the
Messiah.

The child must be destroyed! |
and | alone would bear the title
“King of the Jews.” Since | had ob-
tained my kingdom in the first
place through cruelty and crafti-
ness, | would keep it the same way!
I demanded the chief priests and
scribes to tell me where this Christ
would be born. I calculated the
time from the precise moment the
star appeared. | sent my visitors to
Bethlehem with instructions to re-
port back to me. I, too, would pay
homage I told them.

My plan failed. The wise men
failed to return. I poured out my
vengeance by ordering all male
children aged two years and
younger to be slaughtered.

| opposed the Christ child.

CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBES
(Matt. 2:1-12): 1 am one of the 72
members of the chief priests and
scribes. Our council is charged with
the civil and religious affairs of our
people, the Jews. We study and ex-
plain the Old Testament and know
it well. So when Herod demanded
to know when and where the Mes-
siah would be born, we quoted the
prophecy from Micah 5:2.

We knew of His birth, yet we
didn’t bother to look for Him. We
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were only five miles from the Mes-
siah we expected, yet we did not go
to worship Him. We ignored Him.

INHABITANT OF JERUSALEM
(Matt. 2:1-12): 1 watched the wise
men as they entered my city of
Jerusalem. They expected to find
gaiety, excitement, celebration and
jubilation. They found none of
these. We had heard nothing.

When we heard the news, we
were troubled. “King of the
Jews”—What did this mean? It
sounded like a revolution to me.
What would Rome do when they
learned? And what of Herod's
rage? He could be a terror at
times.

In light of the circumstances, we
in Jerusalem chose to reject the
message. Later this rejection
caused Jesus to weep. And in the
end, we screamed, “Crucify Him!
Crucify Him!”

Sadly, all Jerusalem rejected
Him.

Conclusion (Three narrators
stand near cross):

NARRATOR 1: What about you?

NARRATOR 2: What have you
done with the Savior of the
world?

NARRATOR 3: Have you sought
him,

#1: submitted to Him,

#2: obeyed Him,

#3: and accepted Him?

#1: Or have you chosen to oppose
him,

#2: reject Him,

#3: ignore Him?

#4: Your eternal destiny hangs on
your response,

#2: As surely as He came the first
time,

#3: He will come again.

#1: God's Word warns,

#2: be ready:

#3: “for at such an hour as you
think not

#1: the Son of man will come.”

#2: Nobody knows when.

#3: As a thief in the night He will
come.

#1: When the world is feeling se-
cure,

#2: God'’s judgment will fall.

#3: The heavens will be dissolved.

#1: The elements will dissolve.

#2: The earth and all its works burn
up.

#3: l:;’\l] man'’s great works will be
destroyed.

#1: Are you ready?

#2: Is what you're living for des-
tined to go up in smoke?

#3: To vanish forever?

#1: Or are you living for God

#2: so your works will live forever?

#3: The prospect of Christ's return

#1: should make a difference in
your life.

#2: Are you watching eagerly,

#3: expectantly

#1: for His return?

#2: Constantly ready?

#3: Is your hope fixed '

#1: only on the Lord Jesus Christ?

#2: Not on anything in this world?

#3: Is your life characterized

#1: by holiness?

#2: Godliness?

#3: A life devoted to pleasing God?

#1: A pure life? )

#2: What about your service?

#3: Does it please Him?

#1: Will you be afraid,

#2: ashamed,

#3: when you stand before the
judgment seat of Christ?

#1: When you give an account

#2: and your works are judged and
rewarded?

#3: Where the true character

#1: and motive of your works are
exposed?

#2: Whether they have been good
or bad? )

#3: Whether you have been faithful

#1: or unfaithful?

#2: Where your faithfulness

#3: will be recognized and re-
warded?

#1: Where you will cast your re-
wards

#2: at His feet

#3: in an act of worship and praise?

#1: Are you maintaining an eager
expectancy

#2: that leads to holy living

#3: and faithful service?

#1: Are you keeping the promise of
the second coming in your heart?

#2: Wise men still seek Him,

#3: live for Him,

#1: serve Him

#2: look for Him.

#3: What have you done with
Him?

(]




ax
| COMMUNICATOR,
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Woman’s National Auxiliary Convention

Charleston, West Virginia
July 22-23, 1991
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Showers of Blessings in Charleston

Attendees at WNAC in Charleston ex-
perienced special blessings from the
Lord.

The registration committee reported a
total of 1076, a higher number than
WNAC has registered for the last six
years. West Virginia Free Will Baptists
worked and prayed and were excited
about the convention.

The work and prayers resulted in a
convention that Free Will Baptists will re-
member for a long time.

Convention Business

The delegates approved a budget of
$184,740 with the provision that approxi-
mately $20,000 of this amount come
from a 5% information and service fee on
all monies handled by the WNAC office.

The body adopted resolutions support-
ing the Jubilee Year for Free Will Baptist
Bible College and the formation of a
women's international fellowship, and
voting $3,000 from the Foreign Student
Scholarship Fund to students at the Ivory
Coast Institute for its next session.

New Executive Committee

Delegates elected the following officers
to serve for two years: president, Mary
Neal, Indiana; vice president, Delois
Loveless, Ohio; secretary, Joann Wood,
Oklahoma; members at large, Gwen Hen-
drix, South Carolina; Pam Wood, Califor-
nia: and Everyl Getz, Texas.

Their first meeting is December 4, fol-
lowing the Leadership Conference in
Nashville.

Seminars Challenge

Seminars on crisis pregnancies, sub-
stance abuse, and the homeless chal-
lenged women to become active in min-
istry in their own communities.

Debbie Hansen jarred the women with
facts from the Crisis Pregnancy Center in
Morehead City, NC. “Our clients range in
age from 11 years to over 40,” she said.

Stacy Rakes, a registered nurse from
Huntington, WV, said, “Our country is
being destroyed by drugs and alcohol.
Pray that God will help us turn America
around.”

Joy Worrell, formerly with the Nashville
Union Mission, asked the women to open
their eyes to the homeless problems in
their towns. “I think you'll be surprised
what you find.”

Each speaker gave the women practi-
cal suggestions to help them become in-



volved in reaching people trapped by one
of these problems.

State Leaders Meet

The Study Committee heard from state
leaders suggestions for changes, expan-
sions or additions to the Woman's Auxil-
iary.

One of the concerns expressed was in-
volving younger women in the work.

The Study Committee requested per-
mission to continue their work for two
more years. Committee members invite
women to send suggestions and ideas to
them or to the WNAC office.

State leaders also discussed the five
percent service charge suggested by the
executive committee in the proposed
budget for WNAC.

“Whatever is done,” said Frances Pos-
ton, president, South Carolina, “let's
agree to work together and stay united.”

Until He Comes

Speakers took the theme, “Until He
Comes,” and challenged attendees to
keep witnessing and working faithfully
until then. Charolette Tallent set the
mood for the convention in her devotional
Tuesday at 9:00 a.m.

Steve Lytle used “Occupy till | come,”
from Luke 19 to call us to evangelize the
world, using the gifts, abilities, and re-
sources God has given us.

Beverly Welch, Laura Cannon, and
Joyce Little lifted spirits with the music.
Soloists Donell Wilson, Ann Maines, and
Susan Forlines expanded the theme and
delighted us with their songs.

Special Feature

Tuesday afternoon The Evangels from
Free Will Baptist Bible College presented
two dramas: “Until He Comes” and
“Needed: A Miracle.” Written and di-
rected by Joseph Jones, the first play
challenged the audience to seek eternal
values because He is coming soon. The
second play stressed the need for spiri-
tual strength in the home and family.

Fellowship Dinner

West Virginia women decorated the ta-
bles with candles and hats in WNAC col-
ors of lavender and white.

About 800 people filled the hall to hear
Dr. Mary Wisehart describe the potato
chip syndrome—obsession with collecting
crumbling, decaying things of the world.
The message suggested the cure for the
syndrome and specific steps toward ef-
fecting a cure.

For picture identifications see p. 12.
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Woman s National Auxnllary Convention

. Eva House (MS) pamCIpates in the President and
Field Workers’ Seminar.

2. Maureen Lee (NC) chairs the Nominating Committee.

3. June Rolen (CA) and the Study Committee Report to
the Presidents and Field Workers.

4. Ron and Linda Callaway, Spain, enjoy the Fellowship
Dinner with Trula Cronk.

5. Creative Arts Contest Winners: (back) Anne Wor-
thington (TN), Alice Grant (OH), Margaret Ashcraft
(KY); (front) Diane Thomas (NC), Nancy Harris (TN)
and Pam Jones (AR)

6. WNAC's booth

7. Mary Ruth Wisehart, Fellowship Dinner Speaker

8. June Rolen explains procedure to Steve Lytle,
Panama, convention speaker.

9. Charolette Tallent, France, brings morning devotions.
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L he measure of a woman
is not the number of peo-
ple who serve her, but the

number of people she
serves.”

My husband pastored for several
years before we returned to our
home state to begin a home mis-
sions work in Elizabethtown, Ken-
tucky. In each of our pastorates, we
were served by the Marys and
Marthas. Most possessed charac-
teristics of both.

Not long after | meet the Marys, |
know they spend time in prayer
and in the study of His Word. 1
know | can count on them to pray
for their pastor and his family.
They have trusted and proved
God’'s Word and share it with an air
of authority. It has never failed
them. Neither will it fail me.

The Marys are quick to suggest
helpful books in areas such as
teaching, devotions or as a help-
mate to my husband. They direct
me to area Bible studies since |
usually try to attend one as well as
teach one.

Often I look out from the choir on
Sunday morning and search for the
faces of my Marys. | know they are
praying for the needs of the service
and | feel God'’s anointing. Marys
are the first ones to minister at the
altar.

When we arrive at a new loca-
tion, my Marthas have the parson-
age cleaned and ready with a pre-
pared meal on the table. Marthas
know instinctively what must be
done around the church today, next
week, or next month. They see that
it gets done, even if it means step-

ping on toes.

Marthas see to the serving of the
many dinners and functions of the
church. Always the first to clean
up, they expect others to naturally
fall in and help.

Martha volunteers to feed the
evangelist. When the parsonage is
full of company, she shows up with
a casserole or an elaborate dessert.
Martha keeps the children so the
pastor can take his wife out on a
date, or enjoy a quiet evening at
home.

When Pastor and | are held up at
the hospital or delayed by many
visits, Martha calls. “Come by and
pick up your dinner,” complete with
even tea or lemonade. What would
a church be without our Marthas?

Or the Marys? We need them
both. As they serve us, we are able
to serve others. They help us be
good helpmates to their pastor.

As | get older, the more | appreci-
ate both the Marys and Marthas. 1
open my book of memories and re-
member something specific that
one of them has done. Sometimes
I send them a note saying, “Re-
member when you did this...or
that? I may not have thanked you
then, but I do now. You're in my
book of memories.”

Our three daughters were reared
in the parsonage and absorbed this
example of service. Now grown,
they don’t wait to see if another will
do a job. They go ahead and meet
the need themselves.

Our churches need the services
of both the Marys and Marthas. |
pray | have served them nearly as
well as they have served me. @

To Serve and Be Served

by Willa Johnson
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hat is word?

Webster defines a
word as a brief ex-
pression or remark,

or perhaps a word of advice.
Solomon further describes a word
fitly spoken to be as “apples of gold
in pictures of silver” (Prov. 25:11).
Therefore, it would seem that words
have power to bring forth a re-
sponse from another person. For
example, a word fitly spoken can
bless. When spoken in anger, it
blisters. “A soft answer turneth
away wrath: but grievous words stir
up anger” (Prov. 15:1).

An air of frustration characterizes
our society today, and frustration
always leads to anger. The ten-
dency to “give back as good as
they send” seeds severe problems.
“A wholesome tongue is a tree of
life: but he that regardeth reproof is
prudent” (Prov. 15:4).

The Word of God is spoken of so
carelessly by many who say they
revere it. They mispronounce
words, omit or change words, leave
out a phrase, or read with an irrev-
erent attitude. This is inexcusable.

John refers to Christ as the Word
(John 1:1). Our approach to Him,
our communication, and our ser-
vice should be carefully guarded.
Not carelessly, but with authority.

God teaches us as long as we're
teachable (Isa. 50:4). Handling the
Word of God is a sacred privilege
given to all believers, regardless of
their service—preacher, teacher, or
lay person.

Paul admonishes us to minister
the word with love (Eph. 4:15). Not
just correctly, but in love. Christ’s
love covers a multitude of sins and
strangles out a multitude of prob-
lems if ministered in love.

God's Word is sweetness and
light. Let's be careful how we
handle it. [ ]
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by M. M. Daniel

ible Study|
Titus
Chapter 2 Part 1

REVIEW: This brief epistle from the aged apostle
Paul to his “son” in the faith sets forth the proper
church order to be followed. The teaching of sound
doctrine, accompanied with an outward demonstration
of a life-changing belief is emphasized in these three
chapters. Though Paul makes it clear, in this epistle as
well as in other New Testament books, that we are not
saved by works (3:5), he underscores the fact that a
true salvation experience is evidenced by our works
(2:7).

NO GENDER GAP (2:1-3)

2:1—Read the last verse of chapter 1 again. Paul
concluded that some “professors” of Christianity actu-
ally deny it by their practices. Continuing the thought,
but in contrast, he writes, “But speak thou the
which sound doctrine:”

To whom do these “becoming” words apply?

2:2—"That the men be (sober-minded),
grave (serious), temperate (exercising self-control),
in (unwavering and steadfast), in

(love in action), in (endurance);
2:3—"“The women (all of the above),
that they be in as becometh , not false ac-

cusers (quick to gossip, judge or slander), not given to
much wine (total abstinence an even better example),
_____of good things.”

Someone has said that the power of beautiful people
lies not in their looks but in their lives. The minister is
to set an example both by precept and by practice.

THE MASTER’S WOMEN (2.4,5)

2:4—“That they (older, spiritually matured women)
may teach the _____ women (by both precept and ex-
ample) to be...”

Sober. Sober-minded is the opposite of frivolous-
minded.

*To love their . Compare Eph. 5:22-24, which
is love in the proper perspective, setting an example in
the home.

*To love their . Compare “agape” love in 1
Cor. 13. While holding high Christian standards and
being firm, this love demands dealing in kindness,
consideration of age, with respect, understanding and
a willingness to listen.

*To be discreet—careful, prudent, using good judg-
ment in manner, dress, attitude and actions, particu-
larly in contacts with the opposite sex.

*To be chaste, above reproach, pure in body and
mind.

eTo be at home. The “keeper” sets the tone
of the home and it reflects her personality. Women
make it a place where family members need not be
ashamed and know their friends are welcome.

*To be to their own husbands (see Eph.
5:23,24). Note that the Christian husband has a
tremendous responsibility and is answerable to God for
his actions, decisions and leadership affecting the en-
tire family. He needs the support and side-by-side as-
sistance of his wife to enable him to carry out his God-
ordained role in the home.

Women, we would do well to note that the above are
not mere suggestions but are to be taught and prac-
ticed by all who desire to please the Lord. Why?

2:5—"“That the of God be not ____,” mocked
or made light of by those who choose not to obey
God's order of behavior.

THE MASTER’S MEN (2:6-8)

2:6,7—“Young men, , exhort to be sober-
minded, in things showing thyself (older, more
mature men) a of good works; in showing
(Biblically sound), gravity (seriousness), sincer-
ity (reality).”

The pastor should be a pattern to all the people, or
role models to be safely followed by both genders and
allzages. Judes “sound that

:8—This pattern also include — - tha
cannot be corl?demned (found fault with), that rl;e that is
Ef the part (opposers offthiz> erth) may be |

aving no hing to say of you.

SavSiJng faith, c;emgonstrat):ad in daily living stops the
mouths of those who would frustrate, find fault with, or
try to prevent the carrying out of the Great Commis-
sion.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. To be real, what must accompany the teaching of
sound doctrine? .

2. How do believers give evidence of true salvgtlop?

3. According to Titus 2:2,3, what is “becoming” to
both men and women? o

4. Who is responsible to teach the seven qualities in
2:4,5? How? When? Where? Why?

5. Being sober (sober-minded) is referred to three
times in 2:1-8. What does it mean?

WRITER'S NOTE: Ten Basic Bible Studies with outline and
review questions are available for further individual or group
study for $2.25 each, including postage. A study in Eph-
esians, “Walk Worthy,” would be an excellent follow-up to
this study in Titus. Write M.M. Daniel, 5860 Washington
Blvd., Murfreesboro, TN 37129.
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Ideas to Stimulate Your Imagination
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Program Helps

Write these trivia questions on 3x5
mdgx cards. Distribute them to
various women before the pro-
gram begins. An equal number of
women should be prepared to an-
swer the questions. Some women
may have more than one part.

We Have Moved!

National Association of
Free Will Baptists

= Executive Office/Contact

<> Foreign Missions

<> Foundation

= Home Missions

<> Master’s Men

= Retirement and Insurance

= Woman’s National Auxiliary Convention

Ou;_New Addresses:

Mailing; Location;
~ P.0. Box 5002 5233 Mt. View Road
Antioch, TN 37011-5002 Antioch, TN 37013-2306

Phone: 615/731-6812 Fax: 615/731-0049

Use this poem in connec-

Seek Him.”

tion with the December
program, “Wise Men Still

Christmas Card

“Glory!" Heaven's host proclaimed,
The star a little brighter shone;
Excited shepherds to Him came—
The newborn babe, so all alone.

The weary, waiting world slept on,

Heaven watched the scene unfold;
Somehow they knew, and wise men donned
Their traveling clothes to bring Him gold.

The wise today still bring Him gifts

Of time and life and love unbound;

The foolish still gaze through earth’s mists
And wonder what the wise have found.

God in flesh? A Holy Child?

Our simple minds can’t understand.
He came to die? A Baby mild?
Eternity in His small hand?

My hope for you this Christmastide
Is that your eyes and mind are free
So that the star can be your guide
And lead you to God's mystery.
—Judy Parkman

Invitation
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This Thanksgiving give to the Lizzie McAdams sacrificial offering

for national Home Missions.

Meet Legendary Lizzie McAdams

any noble and loyal

men and women have

served as home mis-

sionaries in the Free
Will Baptist denomination, but one
of the most colorful and committed
was Sister Lizzie McAdams. This
outstanding woman spearheaded
the establishing of many Free Will
Baptist churches throughout the
midwestern part of the United
States.

Elizabeth Lawliss was born in
Pike County, Alabama, October 1,
1884, one of ten children. She was
converted in a revival at the age of
seven, and at thirteen she “wanted
to be a missionary.”

She married Reverend Hiram
McAdams in 1912 and they be-
came an evangelistic team. Their
only child, Naomi Rebecca, was six
years old when they went to the is-
land of Barbados, West Indies as
missionaries.

After returning home they were
very active in recruiting students
and raising funds for the Free Will
Baptist college in Tecumseh, Okla-
homa. Later she worked for sup-
port of the Free Will Baptist Bible
College in Nashville, Tennessee,
and was present for the opening.

“Sister Lizzie” was avidly inter-
ested in all phases of the Lord’s
work in the denomination. She
loved the cause of missions and
never ceased praying and soliciting
support for our missionaries. She
was a charter member of the Na-
tional Home Missions Board that
was elected at the National Associ-

16

Pioneer Home Missionary

by Pat Thomas

ation in 1938 and sent a monthly
contribution to this work for as long
as she lived.

Rev. and Mrs. McAdams minis-
tered in 17 states, held 300 revivals
with about 10,000 professions of
faith in the Lord Jesus, organized
11 churches and numerous Auxil-
iaries. During this time they spent
four years as home missionaries
and organized churches in Texas,
Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, and
Missouri.

Mrs. McAdams had been in the
Lord’s work 54 of her 80 years
when she died. Many of our Free
Will Baptist pastors were converted
under her work as a home mission-
ary.

A lrio of biographies (Lizzie McAdams,
Alice Lupton and Laura Belle Barnard)
may be ordered from WNAC, PO. 5002,
Antioch, TN 37011-5002. Enclose S$1
Plus 55¢ postage and handling.
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Mission
Prayer

November
Use the prayer booklet on the next
page. Order one for each woman.

December ) )
Fill Your Christmas Stocking With
A Missionary

Make Christmas stockings from
scraps of Christmas fabric. .

Cut missionary pictures and in-
formation strips from profile sheets
(available from the Foreign Mis-
sions office, P.O. Box 5002, Anti-
och, TN 37011-5002). Glue to-
gether, back to back, so a picture
shows on both sides.

Slip the paper down into the
stocking with a picture showing on
either side_ s




Prayer Booklet

Thanksgiving Week of Prayer
November 18-22, 1991

(Cut on solid lines and staple to make prayer booklet.)

WEDNESDAY

Pray for home missionaries serving in the moun-
tain and plains states of Colorado, Wyoming, and
Nebraska. This is a strong cult area with few Bible
preaching churches. The workers are Russell and
Vonda Johnson, Cheyenne, Wyoming; Jerry and
Wanda McClary, Omaha, Nebraska; Bob & Brenda
Lewis, Colorado Springs, Colorado; Bob & Rosa
Lee Thomas, Ft. Collins, Colorado; and Mark &
Donna Thomas, Greeley, Colorado.

MONDAY

Pray for home missionaries laboring in the most
statistically unchurched region in America---the
great Northwestern states. These isolated areas
have very few gospel preaching churches. The
missionaries are Tom & Lynda Hunt, Tri-Cities
area of Washington; Mike & Gail Criswell, Eu-
gene, Oregon; Darrell and Sandy Smith, Portland,
Oregon; and Tim & Kathy Coats, Rapid City,
South Dakota.

THURSDAY

Home missionaries laboring outside the continen-
tal United States need prayer. These are James &
Mitzi Munsey, coordinators for the work in Mexi-
co; Fred & Barbara Jones who head up the Bible
Institute in Altamira, Tamps., Mexico; Bill & Lois
Reagan, Windsor, Ontario, Canada; Ron & Barba-
ra Dail, St. Croix, Virgin Islands; Miguel & Adelai-
da Vera, San Juan, Puerto Rico; and Louie &
Donna Nix, Waianae, Hawaii.

TUESDAY

Home missionaries laboring in the Free Will
Baptist denomination’s Target City of Phoenix,
Arizona need prayer. They are Howard & Patsy
Gwartney laboring in the suburb of Mesa, Arizo-
na; George & Linda Harvey in Phoenikx, Arizona;
and Larry & Sherry Reynolds working in the suburb
of Chandler, Arizona. Also pray for Mark &
Louise Vandivort serving in the mountain city of
Flagstaff, Arizona.

FRIDAY

Home missionaries laboring in the challenging
New England and Eastern Seaboard states need
prayer. These are Richard & Sandra Atwood,
Dover, Delaware; Vergel and Alyne Maness, Vine-
land, New Jersey; Terry & Tammy Miller, near
Providence, Rhode Island; Jim & Pat Nason, New
Durham, New Hampshire; and James & Janice
Sasser working in Waldorf, Maryland, near
Washington, D. C.




Cher;'l Anne’s
Christmas
Hodgepodge
Scissors, glue gun, and spray
glue are needed for most

items and are not included
with the supplies.

Magnets

Cards
ribbon
magnct

RN,
Here’s How

Glue a small bow on lower «

front of card.
Glue magnet on back.
Says Cheryl, “These are
- good for large groups. Very
" nice to send to shut-ins.”

Items Needed
. flat plastic snowflakes
. glitter
beads, glass mirror, glass
¢ leaves, lace, angel

. Here’s How

O « First Snowflake: Brush on

+  glue. Sprinkle with glitter.
®  Dry. Glue a small bead in
the center.

. Second Snowflake: Instead of
the bead, use a circle of
lace and a tiny angel.

. Third Snowflake: Glue a 17

round mirror (from craft

shops) to the center. Glue
on three green glass leaves
and a red bead in the cen-

°

Y OF
st

3. Single crochet in each of
the tops of the 23 double
« crochets.
=4, Slip stitch together. Make
aloop. Clip and tie off.
5. Eliminate the loop and at-
tach a pin for the lapel pin.
. Glue on beads and other
decorations.
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Holiday Earrings
* Items Needed

“You’re So Very Deer To
Me”’ Reindeer

Items Needed
flat ceramic reindeer
flowers or ornament
o glitter

1. Paint reindeer and let dry.

2. Spray with glue. Apply

glitter. Dry.

3. Glue flower or ornament
on neck. Or tie a ribbon
around the neck.

Glue magnet on back.
Christmas Card Magnet
Items Needed

“Pass it On” card or cut-
tings from old Christmas

" Canes

Items Needed

needle nose pliers

open back carrings
pretties: bells, crosses,

* wooden cut-outs, etc. “Kids’
, play items work great.” says
» Cheryl.

Hanging Ornaments

Ler.

® e o o

' .l'-.:-'.',.a

Y8 o

e = % Christmas
N

- 8
" . ek  Wreaths

pipe cleaner
red tri-beads
white holed lace

P

[

about 6” strips. Alternate  *
threading 1 tri-bead with
the lace until full. Bend in »
shape of a cane as you go *

gold or brown paint ted ribbon . 6
small round magnet . These may be either hanging . %
== mn Here’s How « (with a yarn loop) or a lapel b
Here’s How “ 1. Cut the pipe cleaner to  * pin (attach a craft pin). . ‘f

Items Needed
H, I or J crochet hook
3 ply green yarn

« Here’s How
« 1. With the needle nose pli-

along. Glue the ends. red ribbon © ers, straighten the bottom
. Glue aribbonloop atthe | beads, glitter or tiny flow- | of earring. Thread the or-
top and a small bow at the , ers . nament through the loop.

Tighten back up again.
On wooden cut-outs, turn
bottom of loop toward
you, flatten, then glue to-
gether.

front center.

N

* Here’s How

. 1. Chain 5 slip stitch to-

. gether to make a circle

« 2. Chain 3 do 22 double in

*  the hole (23 total counting

Snowflakes the chain 3)

e ® @ @ & @ o & @

ctionettes
e

Actionettes! We're trying
to find out where you are
and what you are doing.
Send us reports of your
activities and projects—
with pictures.

Let's get together!
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Oak Grove Actionettes

Conway, South Carolina

Georgia Johnson sponsors lhese
young ladies, ages 10 to 15. They
meet monthly and spotlight one per-
son a month from their church.

back row—Becky Jordan; Tracey Jor-
dan, vice president; Jennifer Johnson,
secrelary; and Christy Hyman.

front row—Sabrina Graham and
Donelte Jordan, president. Brenda
Smith, treasurer, is not pictured.
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Cut the silhouette from black construction paper.
Paste to a map of the United States. Add a pony tail

to make a girl. Use this in your Pre-Thanksgiving
week of prayer service.

Use the silhouette another way. Paste to a church
made from white construction paper. Paste to a
sheet of poster board. Cut letters to form “A RIPE

HARVEST” from newsprint and paste to the top of
the board.

R RIPE RARYVEST
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A dreater Miracle

by Anne Truett

n April, 1966, at age 20, the
diagnosis was confirmed—
rheumatoid arthritis.

But, Lord, I'm engaged to
marry a preacher. You have to do
something! Lord, | need a miracle!

Over 25 years have since
passed. He didn’t do a miracle that
day, He began one. Through one
knee and two total hip replace-
ments, over 125,000 pills and
some 15 different doctors, the Lord
is teaching me the meaning of con-
tentment.

Someone has said that suffering
is a universal language understood
by all. In A STEP FURTHER, Joni
Eareckson pictures suffering as a
kind of scale ranging from little to
much. Every person alive fits
somewhere on that scale of suffer-
ing.

God places the believer on that
scale exactly at the place He
pleases. All suffering is unpleasant,
no matter how little or how much.
But God promises sufficient grace
when we learn to lean on Him.

Suffering enables us to help oth-
ers. Faithfulness to God in spite of
affliction demonstrates the reality of
Christianity. F.B. Meyer wrote:
“The child of God is often called to
suffer because there is nothing that
will convince onlookers of the real-
ity and power of true religion as
suffering will do, when it is borne
with Christian fortitude.” Our re-
sponse to suffering is the key.

God has used my handicap to
teach me and my family some
tremendous principles. My disabil-

ity has made my husband, Sam,
and our son, Chris, more sensitive
to the disabled. We now under-
stand things we would not have re-
alized otherwise.

The first lesson to be learned in
dealing with disability is accep-
tance. God is too wise to make a
mistake and too good to be unkind.
This belief has enabled me to ac-
cept my arthritis as a part of His
will for my life.

Acceptance was not easy. For
months | denied it. But denial nei-
ther made my arthritis go away nor
made it better. | had to stop looking
for deliverance and start asking for
endurance.

For a time it seemed that every-
one | met recommended some
remedy they knew about. | proba-
bly tried them all, including
acupuncture, a multitude of po-
tions, lotions, pills, and even wear-
ing a copper bracelet. Finally | set-
tled for more orthodox medical
treatment.

Of all the pills | have consumed,
acceptance was the toughest to
swallow. It was also the most bene-
ficial.

Adjustment was the second les-
son to be learned. | had to face the
fact that life was going to be differ-
ent, not only for me, but for my
family as well. The “We'll just grin
and bear it” approach would not
work. | had to realize my limitations
and go from there.

To be honest, this was especially

difficult for me, an active sports
enthusiast. | played basketball all
through school. Once an active
participant, | am now an active
spectator, though at times I have
had to use a cane and a wheelchair.

| remember the embarrassment
at being pushed in a wheelchair. It
seemed so humiliating and degrad-
ing. But God helped me to adjust.
Now | am the envy of the Qatlonal '
convention with my motorngec_i cart!

Charles Swindoll vlv;ites, I?lslablh—
ties need not disqualify you.
cannot do everything, but l' can doI
some things, and with God's help,

i what | can.
w”/!-\gjcl:stments also includes learn-
ing to reply upon people vyho IO\(/je
you. You swallow your pride an
sometimes your dlifgm_tty. but you

't wallow in self-pity.

dogéc;”has richly blessed me par-
ticularly in this one area. He hc?sa
given me a loving husband an )
wonderful son who never comp ain
about helping me. I have parents,
brothers and sisters upon w‘h_om I
can call at any time. In addition, I
have good in-laws, faithful fr'nends.
and a wonderful church far_mly. :
God has surrounded me with loving

and caring people.

One area that helps us most as a
family is maintaining a sense of .
humor. Don't take yourself, or oth-
ers, too seriously. lt's.better to
laugh than cry, especially when you
can laugh at your own dlsapnllty.

When Chris was in the third

rade, | visited his classroom.
%Nhen he arrived home from school
he was upset with a classmate who
had asked him if his mom was re-
tarded. —_—
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“No, Dummy. She’s handi-
capped,” Chris told him.

We all had a good laugh before
explaining to Chris that his friend
had not been intentionally unkind.
My husband even suggested there
might be some accuracy in the
young lad’s diagnosis!

SUffering is not a license for self-
pity. It can be a lamp stand from
which one’s light can shine. The
ability to smile through the pain
can be an effective testimony. My
prayer has often been, “Lord, help
me to be a blessing and not a bur-
den.”

As a child, | spent a great
amount of time in the home of my
grandmother. One of her neighbors
made a definite and distinct im-
pression on me. | never heard that
lady say she felt well.

God chooses that through which
we must go, but we choose how we

go through it.

I know God could heal me if He
so chose, but God seldom does all
that He could do. To quote my
husband, we need the “if not” kind
of faith that the three Hebrew chil-
dren displayed. They believed that
God was able to deliver them.
Then they declared they would be
faithful even if God chose not to de-
liver them. That kind of testimony
demonstrates to the world that faith
makes a difference when life gets
difficult.

Faith has not eliminated all frus-
trations for me. The flesh seems
particularly vulnerable to them.
Frustration grips me when | cannot
open a jar or lift a heavy pot. Some
days I drop things and have to call
a family member to pick them up,
or clean them up—dropping things
can be very messy.

But I do not lose my joy, only a
jar now and then. Real joy is not
found in the things I can or cannot
do, but in my personal relationship
with the Lord Jesus. Even frustra-
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God's people may suffer without a remedy, but never

without a reason.

tions can make that relationship all
the more precious.

In 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, we read
of Paul’s “thorn.” Scripture does
not tell us what this thorn was, but
evidently it was frustrating at times.
Most commentators agree it was
some type of physical problem.

Paul decided that if his thorn
were removed he could be more
useful to God. Three times he went
into the presence of the Lord seek-
ing deliverance. Surely he could
serve the Lord more effectively if
only... We do not know how long
Paul prayed such a prayer. It could
have been weeks, months, or pos-
sibly years.

For years | prayed, “Lord, please
take away my arthritis.” All the
while, the Lord was saying, “My
strength is made perfect in weak-
ness.”

Sometimes we are so busy trying
to tell God what He ought to do for
us that we are unable to grasp what
He wants to do in us. We are so
certain that the only thing to be
done is to remove the problem. We
fail to consider that the problem
might be a part of His plan for us.

When Paul finally listened, the
Lord made it clear that God had a
purpose for his thorn. God’s peo-
ple may suffer without a remedy,
but never without a reason.

Verse 7 of 2 Corinthians 12 be-
gins and ends with exactly the

same statement: “Lest | should be
exalted above measure.” God
never makes a mistake with Hjs
child. He does expect us to be
available and usable in any way He
chooses. When we place our lives
in His hands, we discover He has
made wondrous provision for yg to
overcome any infirmity. Then we
learn the truth of His promise, “M
grace is sufficient for thee.” Thaty
sufficiency may not be what | hay
asked, but if [ continue to trust Hi °
it will be abundantly more than | o
have asked or thought.
My mother once sent m

entitled, “God Knows Best.e"e;tpoem
speaks of the tests the Lor

through with suffering andigrl:‘gswus
He treats us, not to punish us, byt
to prepare us to meet tomorr(')w
Afflictions make our spirit stron. er
A strong spirit is much to be prg_ '
ferred to strong hands or feet

As I look back over

the
years, | am convinced thats?nl)?St =2
arthritis is part of God’s plan for m
life. I'm not bitter. | have never d
been angry with God. He has rea-
sons behind my suffering. Learnin
some of them has helped. Just .
knowing there are reasons beyond
my understanding helps even
more.

God can still do the miraculoys
He has power to heal me today
should He so choose. But which
would be the greater miracle—tq
remove the disease or to enable me
to endure victoriously? | believe the
latter! So I rejoice in that greater
miracle.

In the familiar hymn, “All the
Way My Savior Leads Me,” Fanny
Crosby wrote, “For | know whate’er
befalls me, Jesus doeth all things

1.” \
WeHe really does. [ﬁ]

For the past 16 years, the Truelts have
served the West Calvary FWB Church
Smithfield, NC. She is also state field
worker, district president, and local
mission action chairman.
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WOMED + ACEION

Nancy Pipkins, Christian Grove
Auxiliary, Pocola, Oklahama with
the 85 Christmas trees they made
from Reader's Digests. The trees
were given to residents in a local
nursing home.
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New Sulphur Auxiliary, Prairie
Grove, Arkansas, present an em-
broidered quilt to their pastor
and wife, Glen and Judy
Faulkner, on their 25th wedding
anniversary.
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Actionettes of Garner, NC, pin boutonniers on all fathers
as they arrive for church on Father’s Day. The Woman's
Auxiliary provided the flowers.

24

Debbie Mouser presents

a check for $460.88 to mis-
sionaries Donnie and Ruth
McDonald, Japan, from the
Cross Timbers Auxiliary,
Nashville, TN. The money
will be used to help pur-
chase a computer.

Philadelphia Auxiliary, Mt.
Clemens, Michigan, present Diane
Worthington a money tree when
she spoke at their Christmas ban-
quet. They gave each widow a loaf
of homemade pumpkin bread )

During October, the women col
lected pennies (S217.20) for Lois ~
léeage:in, iéome missionary to

anada. Betty Joh s thi
active Auxilia\lflrg. R
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unday morning got off to a

good start in spite of the

fact that my husband—our

pastor—Ileft early to con-
duct a service at the nursing home.
That left me singlehandedly to get
myself and our three children to
church—on time, of course. Even
15 month-old Jonathan cooperated
in his rambunctious sort of way.

| twisted the curling iron in my
hair and mentally checked off items
on my schedule. Very good!

Suddenly a scream from the
kitchen broke my concentration.
“MOM!” 9-year-old Scott called
from the kitchen. “Mindy’s having a
seizure!”

With half my head in curls, |
rushed to the kitchen. All emotions
vanished as | mechanically began
the routine played out in our home
so many thousands of time over the
years. | slid the full cereal bowl
away to safety as Scott rescued his
sister’s glass of milk. From his
high chair, Jonathan, much less ac-
customed to this scene, mutely
judged the situation to determine
whether he should contribute some
reaction.

The seizure reached its peak and
Mindy began to slide from her
chair. | placed my arms around her
and braced myself as | began to
ease her gently to the floor. The
weight of her 11-year-old body
combined with the force of the
spasms flung us both to the floor in
an ungraceful heap. So there we
sprawled in our Sunday best
clothes.

As the seizure began to ebb, my
own tangled emotions flooded back
in on me, wave after wave. The
kitchen tile floor became my altar.
Oh, Lord, | don’t think I can do this.
| felt drained, deflated and defeated.
I longed to find a quiet place to sit
and wait for the Lord to send me a
package of comfort and peace.

But Mindy was struggling to get
up and my mind flew ahead read-
justing my plans for the day. Ifit’s
going to be a bad day, she’d better
stay with me in Sunday school...
What about the worship service
when I'm at the piano and her
dad’s in the pulpit?...If the nursery
isn’t crowded, Sister Eva will let
her stay there...Thank You, Lord,

GCROSSWINDS

H ow can 1 be concerned about the pagan in Africa when my world is falling
apart around me? In other words, how can I find a balance between my place in
the Great Commission and peace and harmony in my home?

This column addresses everyday problems that often bring defeat and discour-

agement in our walk with the Lord.

Acceptance With Thankfulness

by Patricia Collins

for Sister Eva...

We struggled to our feet, col-
lected ourselves and took up where
we had left off. Shift into high gear,
Patricia! You know the pastor’s
family must be on time!

Years of this unexpected, yet fa-
miliar, routine had long since re-
moved any anger from my
thoughts. Acceptance replaced
whatever anger might have been
there. We had learned to go right on
living with it, paying as little atten-
tion as possible to its demands,
while at the same time trying to
help our daughter in every way
possible.

With a somewhat dented spirit, |
loaded the children in the car and
headed for church. It must have
been while waiting at the second
stqplight that the phrase “In every-
thing give thanks” popped unbid-
den into my mind. Reluctantly, I al-
lowed it to remain. Lately I had
been working a lot on being thank-
fu] for everything, and for epilepsy
in particular.

[ honestly felt | had come to the
place of ACCEPTANCE early in
Mindy's seizure disorder, although
we had prayed for her healing. |
knew instinctively that acceptance
was necessary to survival, spiritu-
ally and even emotionally. | had to
accept it myself before I could help
my child deal with it. THANKFUL-
NESS was a concept yet to be
reckoned with.

I had not gone out on a search
for THANKFULNESS as a state of
mind. | decided it was hard to find
and something which must pur-
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posefully be tracked down and
compelled to stay. Some day, |
hoped, it would pop in and take up
residence. When at last | came to
the point | could honestly pray,
“Thank You for Mindy's seizures,”
and mean it a little, my “load” curi-
ously lightened. Burdens slowly
transformed into blessings.

Acceptance without thankfulness
is only a grudging acquiescence.
Not until I realized that true accep-
tance must involve thankfulness
was | able to use the opportunities
God provided through Mindy's “bad
days.”

We pulled into the church park-
ing lot that Sunday morning—on
time! | turned off the ignition and
took a deep breath. Please help me,
Lord, to be what You want me to be
for others today.

No matter how hard I try, | can’t
always hide my own dents and
spiritual bruises. Sometimes | fail
dismally as a pastor’s wife. Com-
passion can be as elusive as thank-
fulness. Some Sundays | surprise
myself at how resentful | feel as |
listen to the troubles of others,
judgmentally categorizing them as
minor compared to mine. But I've
learned that as thankfulness takes
up residence, compassion naturally
springs up.

Small daily routines often turn
into complicated and discouraging
tasks in any home where a family
member has a disability. It pre-
sents unique obstacles in the pas-
tor's home. But thankfulness can
turn those obstacles into op- ¢
portunities. If@]
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BOO¥, HIGhEIGHTS

THE WOUNDED PARENT

Hope for Discouraged Parents

by Guy Greenfield

Baker Book House, 150pp, $9.95
Reviewed by Ruth Bivens

“The Wounded
Vvalfgded Parent, Hope for
Parent

Discouraged
o Parents” is a
working hand-
book for parents
wounded by the
lifestyles of their
children. These
may be teens,
adults, run-
aways, or children who have left
the family circle while still living at
home. The offensive lifestyle may
include rebellious behavior, im-
morality, drug abuse, or rejection
of the parents’ spiritual values.
The author shows that Christian
families are not insulated from

Guy Greanimk

problems with their children.
Their typical response is to try to
keep up appearances and never
admit the problem to church fam-
ily and friends who might offer
their support.

Greenfield reminds the reader
that the storms came and beat
upon both the house built on the
rock and the house built on the
sand. He recommends practical
steps of positive action to help the
parents survive and to begin to
reestablish communication with
the child.

Using case studies as examples,
Greenfield shows the problems,
successes and failures experi-
enced by several families. He
provides a workable plan of strat-
egy for redemption/restoration of
the child, and prevention. The lists
of resources at the back of the
book are worth the price of the
book.

ust a year ago in

countless ways.

A Woman
God Has Used

December Maude Jones went home to be
with her Lord. She had loved Him for over 70 years .and
spent 54 of them in the Beulah FWB Church,’Pan_\pllco,
SC. Most of that time she served as a deacon’s wife.

Mrs. Jones taught teens in Sunday school for 32 years. Then she
substituted or taught the adult class until her death.

Auxiliary women recognized her ability as secretary/treasurer \
and elected her to this position for 40 years. She served the state in
this capacity for 16 years. In addition, you could count on her in

Someone said of Mrs. Maude, “She was a perfect pattern for any
young lady to follow.” She touched and influenced many lives,
both young and old, for the Lord Jesus. She was one faithful lady.
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THE GRACE AWAKENING
by Charles R. Swindoll
Word Publishing,

Reviewed by Robin Williams

“Grace killers”
are everywhere!
They have in-
vaded our
churches, Chris-
tian schools,
and other min-
istries. Instead
of preaching,
teaching and
sharing the truth
that sets us free—the gospel of
grace— grace killers are committed
to an agenda of criticism, condem-
nation and control. And we allow it.

Strong words? Absolutely. In
fact, The Grace Awakening could
be subtitled “A Treatise of Legal-
ism.” Legalism has a negative con-
notation, however, and Swindoll’s
objectives are positive.

Swindoll’s discussion, based in
Romans with liberal doses of Gala-
tians, 1 Peter and 1 and 2 Corinthi-
ans, begins with salvation by grace.
It climaxes with an appeal to con-
front legalism. Legalists are identi-
fied as those who preach “a differ-
ent gospel”—alien to the grace of
Christ, those who spy and enslave,
and hypocrites who lie and deceive.

The book concludes with a chal.
lenge to exercise your spiritual gifts
in a manifestation of the grace of
Christ to others. Grace should flow
freely in our homes, neighborhoods,
workplaces, and the church.

The Grace Awakening is a call to
personal and corporate “grace-full”
living. As Swindoll instructs, “Re-
member that while grace came to
you freely, it cost the Savior His
life.”

Believingin grace isone thing, Living it is another

il

WNAC does not stock these books. Please
Order them from your state bookstore, or
from Randall Book Store, 319C Harding
Place, Nashville, TN 37211.



Mission Field Walker
by Louisa Godissart McQuillen

I've called you to a mission field

Hewn by the hands of God,

Then traced your journey to and
fro

Beyond where man has trod.

You've answered to a higher call

Than most will ever know;

Remember this when doubts rush
in

With bitter seeds to sow.

There may be stormy days ahead

And skies not always fair,

But trust the One who guides you
here

To also guide you there.

Your wealth may not be riches that

The world can understand,

But you'll be blessed beyond your
dreams

When guided by My hand.

Into the dark of night we walk—

Watch now, but do not fear;

Just train your eyes to seek My
face,

And tune your ears to hear.

If you will keep your hand in Mine

In everything you do,

You'll know that He who walked
with Payl

Will also walk with you.

THE WORD
OF GOD
FOR THE
WHOLE WORLD

\\%\ Y RV

The

POCET'S
CORNER

He’s Only Seven
by Lila Balisky

He’s home again,
my boy, my son.
Oh, dear God, he's been gone so
long.
Tonight | sat beside him on the bed
while he was sleeping
just to look and watch...
thinking of times past
and
times to come
And cried praises that now, tonight,
he’s home!

His place at our table makes
the family circle full.
The food to cook is more
and extra dirty clothes
are strewn on the floor
Like it used to be.

He's grown so much since he left
home—
knows much more of living,
knowledge, humor.
Knows You better, too, | sense;
Has grown in confidence.
Strong,
But still so young
to be away from home.

My mother heart begs that
he might stay.
But when he’s gone,
we always keep a place his
own—
his special drawer,
shelf of treasures,
his bed made in his room
so he could come at any time.
And tonight, he's home!

God numbs a mother’s heart
so when he's gone
we all get used to an empty
bed.
It's almost—dare | say it?—
like he's dead.
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What does my boy think to
come home again?

And will he go away with
peace?

Does it tear his heart—
these comings and goings—
like it knifes a mother’s soul?
God, keep him.
Many times again he will come and

go.
Always keep him,
and may he always know
You love Him and we love him, too.
Keep him in the right way.
Make him strong and tender,
brave and true,
honest, humble—a Man like
You.
May he know You, God,
that's all | ask.
I give him to you.

Thank You, God, for Hannah.
who gave her son to You;
It's also all that | can do.
And maybe, God, maybe...
You know all about it
for You sent
Your only Son away from
home.
He didn't have to go,
But You loved us so.
And we don’t have to send
ours,
except
That we love you
And want others in the world
to know You, too.

God, You turn my tears to joy,

You'll be always with my boy...

But he’s not a man yet, or twenty-
one;

He's only seven, my little son.

Paul and Rhoda Creech, dorm parenls
in our Free Will Baptist dorm, Cote
d’lvoire, West Africa, included this
poem in their recent newsletter.
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a diary of a young girl’s faith

The Budding of Spiroula

October 16, 7:30 p.m.—Tuesday
evening Bible study, the first of the
academic year. Go over check list
before students arrive:

Chairs in place. Check. Think
big, Charolette.

Song books and Bibles on the
coffee table. Check.

Notes in my Bible. Check.

Nerves intact. Not quite. Maybe
a quick prayer will remedy this.

8:00 p.m.—Ding dong!...Hi, Char-
lene! Wow, what a trooper! She’s
brought three students! Marielle and
Valerie had come to our barbecue
and pizza parties, but this was their
first Bible study. They do pay off!

by Charolette Tallent

“This is Spiroula, Charolette.
She’s from Canada.”

I knew from the beginning. God
had His hand on Spiroula even be-
fore this first Bible study.

10:00 p.m.—Oh ye of little faith!
Ten students prompted crowding in
extra chairs. Spiroula drank in
every word. There's something dif-

ferent about this quiet little Greek
Canadian.

October 23—Tonight at the Bible
study, Sandra rushed into the
kitchen as | prepared refreshments.
Did I have an extra Bible she could
borrow? Spiroula had expressed a

Personality Profile

CHAROLETTE TALLENT
Missionary to France

Charolette, who has three younger
brothers, values her Christian home
and the Southside FWB Church, St.
Louis, Missouri, which nourished
her spiritual growth.

She enjoys Mexican food (in a
French culture?), collects demi-
tasse cups, and cross stitches for
relaxation.

Charolette is living with her par-
ents while on furlough. Invite this
tall, lean, warm and friendly blonde
into your home and church and
prepare for a blessing.
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desire to read it. Of cogrsehl did. |
suggested she begin with the
gospel of John.

November...December—I can
count on Spiroula. If she mlssssws
the Tuesday night stpdy, she s ?:el_
up for the Monday night study.

low students pray for her. The
Koinonia group of Christian stu-

dents join in.

iroula
hristmas Break—Today Spirou :
aCnd | discussed her_nged qf sa}l{xfa
tion. The Holy Spirit is d'o'lng 1?”
work, but | sensed a decision no o’
would be premature. We continu

to pray.

inni f new
anuary 14 (beginning of I
;jemest)c!r)——We meet for BIZI:]
study in Spiroula’s dorm room.
January 24—Regular Bible studies
begin.

0—Spiroula
, January 3 .
wednﬁsggya quiet moment tomo(;Jrre
and | aHad she thought anyJ :
i mmitting her life to ezul
o t?COHer smile answe(ed an
N She was now my sister 1r11
kne)N.' Just the week before, e;] one
'Chr:]:rtlroom she had invited Christ
n ’

into her life.

3—Spiroula makes public
confession of her faith in C}fmstt.her
She came to France to per E'c
French, but God had somet |{1§
better—that she would come

February

. know Him as her Savior.



April 16—We say goodbye to
Spiroula. She tells us she's inter-
ested in returning to France as a
short-term missionary. Good news
must be shared.

Summer, 1991—Spiroula’s faith is
put to test among her family and
friends in Canada. We ask God to
send her a Christian friend who will
help her grow spiritually.

Fall, 1991—Lord willing, Spiroula
will seek out the Christian Fellow-
ship group at the University of
Trent in Peterborough, Ontario.

Lord, that which You have begun
in her life, would you continue it
until Your coming?

Who gets the credit for Spiroula’s
salvation?

Charlene who brought her to that
first Bible study?

Sandra who heard her say she'd
like to have a Bible?

The Koininia group for their
prayers?

Or those of you from afar who
gave of your means and prayed for
our ministry in France?

All of them! For we are labor-

ers together with God.

“] Will Guard Myself”-
Until He Comes

Charolette Tallent related this story in her devotional

given at the WNAC in Charleston last July.

ast February, Claudine's husband, Denis,
sailed off to the Persian Gulf to participate
in Desert Storm. Prior to his departure,
they prepared for their separation. They

i d everything from the raising of their daughter
?;S;L::SZZminisrgation of their household. They even
discussed how she would manage should he not re-
turrElaudine pledged to Denis her love and ﬁdelity dur-
ing his absence. She saw it not as an occasion for un-
faithfulness, but rather she gave attention to commu-
nicating her undying love and loyalty. If absence
makes the heart grow stronger, it was certainly true in
their case.

She filled her letters with every detail imaginable
from her daily activities, of Julie's growth, and minute
description of their new apartment. From each letter
or phone call from Denis, she attuned her heart to the
news she most longed for—the date of his return.

Claudine could anticipate Denis' return because
she was not ashamed of her conduct in his absence.
Her every waking moment focused on their joyous re-
union. She carried no guilt that her devotion to Denis
had become threatened, divided or disloyal. In her
heart she purposed that “until Denis comes,” | will
guard myself for him and him alone.

What about it, ladies? Can we say as much? Are
we keeping ourselves pure and godly as we await the

return of our Bridegroom Jesus?

Today is a good time to renew our commitment to
Christ. Let's loudly proclaim by our actions that we are

eagerly awaiting His return.

WNAC'’s
Prayer Bookmark

- Week of November 3-9
- Most of our fields have Bible Insti-

- tutes, seminaries or other training

- programs. Pray for:

directors, students and potential
students.
effective training and outreach
The one week in the year there are no
missionary birthdays. A complete listing

of all missionaries is found in CO-LA-
. BORER's January-February issue.

© Week of November 10-16
- Pray for these church planters on
- new home missions assignments:

Carl Lloyd, Wisconsin
Larry Haggard, Kansas
Cliff Donoho, lowa
Willie Osborne, Virginia

- Ask God to give them good leads
- from door-to-door knockings.
. Birthdays this week: 14—Marcia Elli-

son (Uruguay) and Patsy Vanhook
(France)

- Week of November 17-23

- Pre-Thanksgiving Week of Prayer.
- Follow the prayer guide given on
. page 19 of this issue.

. Birthdays this week: 20—Gwyn Pugh
< (TN); 22—Jim Nason (NH)

Week of November 24-30

- Cote d'Ivoire meets for their annual
. field council session.
- Pray for:

Jerry Pinkerton, field director
national churches and pastors
Spirit-anointed plans and deci-
sions

Birthdays this week: 27—Bessie

. Richards (C'l); 286—Bobby Poole (Brazil)

. and Mark Daniel (C’l); 30—Dwain

. Crosby (Spain).

: Week of December 1-7
. Leadership Conference and all-
° boards meetings in Nashville Ten-

° nessee.

- Pray that God would:

give wisdom to the study commit-
tee

guide the Foreign Missions Board
in appointing summer student

missionaries
direct the new executive commit-
. tee in its first session
. Birthdays this week: 1—Rose Merlz
: (MO); 2—Sandra Atwood (DE) and J.L.
: Gore (MS); 6—Vergel Maness (NJ)

Unless the missionary is on furlough, send cards directly to the field.
Addresses are found in the home and foreign missions directories. The
following missionaries on furlough may receive their cards at P.O. Box
5002, Antioch, TN 37211-5002: Patsy Vanhook, Tom Hughes, and Dave
Franks, Jr.

&< Please clip this prayer bookmark and keep as a reminder to prey.
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Week of December 8-14

Over 400 students are enrolled in :
the school in St. Croix in the Virgin °
Islands with 100 attending the °

church.
Pray for:

Ron Dail, pastor

Joseph Postlewaite, school ad-

ministrator

Other teachers and aides
Birthdays this week: 8—Barbara Dail
(V1) and Russell Johnson (WY); 9—Deb-
bie Griffin—Japan; 11—Fred Jones
(Mexico); 12—Richard Atwood
(DE);14—Rosa Lee Thomas (CO) and
Lonnie Sparks (Spain)

Week of December 15-21
Louis and Florine Coscia and Paul
and Amy Robinson are retiring from
foreign service.
Ask God to:

provide a stateside ministry

send replacements

bless them with good health
Birthdays this week: 18—Tom Hughes
(Brazil); 19—Molly Barker (Uruguay);
20—Rebecca Pugh (TN); 21—Tammy
Miller (RI);

Week of December 22-28

Pray for MK’s separated from their
parents during the holidays.

Ask God to bless all the Christmas
services on our mission fields.
Birthdays this week: 22—Tom McCul-
lough (France); 24—Louis Coscia
(Brazil), Rex Lynn (GA) and Mary
Whitehead (FL); 27—Patsy Gwartney
(AZ) and Dave Franks, Jr (Uruguay)

731~
615

Your questions
answered on:

Woman'’s
Auxiliary

by Mary Neal
WNAC President

Today’s question is addressed to
Mary Ruth Wisehart, WNAC’s ex-
€cutive secretary-treasurer.

At our recent convention much
ado was made over the fee you
plan to deduct from money chan-
neled through WNAC. Can you ex-
plain it? Why 5%?

In December 1990, the WNAC ex-
ecutive committee approved a 5%
fee from all monies passing
through the national office, begin-
ning July, 1990. Accordingly, they
designed a budget in 1992 to show
an estimated $20,000 from that
source. This estimate is based on
past receipts and future increase.
In July the convention consid-
ered the possibility of increasing
dues or levying the fee. The dele-
gates voted to levy the fee and ap-

3839 : proved the budget of $184,740.
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Why a fee on all monies passing
through the national treasury? In
1990 WNAC office handled
$511,195. Of this amount,
$338,211 went to national min-
istries and other outside causes.
That left $172,984 for operating
expenses. Operating expenses,
however, amgunted %o $178,969.
WNAC operated in the red again In
1990. With this deficit, theoreti-
cally, we could operate only 6
more years, and there would be N0
more money for operation.

The Executive Committee con-
sidered several options. In 1987
the delegates adopted a resolution
asking each member to give at
least g5 to the general fund. The
gifts have not yet reached this
amount. The dues for 1990 in-
creased from $1.50 to $2. Still
funds are insufficient to meet the
rising cost of operations.

Since most funds pay for their
own promotion and handling ex-
penses, this method seemed a
sensible one for WNAC. Most, if
not all, charitable agencies use a
certain percentage of their revenu€
to pay operational expenses. Most
of the time the percentage is
higher than 5%. Once WNAC took
one third of its income for opera-
tional expenses when the Co-La-
borer Fund was used to support its
operation and other national min-
istries. Funds that once would
come to the Co-Laborer Fund are
now being designated to national
ministries. This method of support
leaves WNAC without sufficient
funds.

Is there another better plan?
The executive committee is open
to all suggestions. WNA.C is
being included in the National Min-
istries Offering. Also, we hope to
build an endowment fund for
WNAC with the Free Will Baptist
Foundation. The interest from
such a fund will continuously help
the operation of the national office.
(In August we received our first in-
terest check from the endow-
ment—S§1!)

Do you have a question about
Aucxiliary work: Send it to Presi-
dent Mary Neal, 138 North 24th
Street, New Castle, IN 47362.



e

RETT

ERS

Thanks for Clinic Packages

A few da

ys before the hospital
Ire, we re

ceived about 15 or 16

OXes. We left most of them in
Storage. | failed to get the names of
the seng

€rs, so they will not receive
a thank yoy, note. Could you please
melude’a thank-you in CO-LA-
BORER 10 all those who have sent
Packages?
Glennda Leatherbury

Cote d’lvoire

African Snake Story
Glennda foun
er bedroom.
Porteq, Rob
!ﬂller, estimat

d a spitting cobra in
“It was big!” she re-
ert West, the snake
ed it to be only 6 or 7
wches long. Said Glennda: “It
Yould have been longer if he had
ound it in his bedroom!”
Jalayn Martens
Cote d’lvoire

love CO-LABORER. 1| learn e)
mUc‘h from the lessons and Bible
Stud_les. I'especially love the poetry
Section because I, too, write poems.

OU have many talented people
Who write...Keep up the good work.
Judy Haynes
Lancaster, SC

Appreciates Freedoms

Stan shared with the Christians
"'ere about his visit to Cuba.. Learn-
INg about the Cuban lifestyle makes
€veryone appreciate the freedoms
they have.

Stan and Brenda Bunch
anama

ul heart.

Terry Miller family
- Kingstown, Ry
Likes CO‘LABORER

Our sma] Auxiliar i
Y would like to
€Xpress our appreciation for CO-

by Mary
Ruth
Wisehart

€

of new life.

our celebration.

eternally,
Just a few more days.

death.

In the meantime, we work, watch and wait.

WORDS ror
WOMEN

il He Comes.” It's been a goc?d them’e,
ggd even though 1991 is ending, we'll
keep looking up and expecting Him. o
We know that He is coming again. He has wirer:: i
not to be misled by those who claim to know ’wt :
when. When He comes, we will knoyv immediately.
We'll have no doubts about who He is. TPy
Perhaps He will come in the winter time. H? et
come His coming into a cold, frozen wo!'ld. i lss i
and light would flood our winters and bring the sp

Suppose He should come as we celebrate Hii ?;:g\]/e
What a lovely thought. Even though we may r; i
the exact date or even the season when He wlii g
what a special touch His second coming would g

: ing as
Not coming as a baby to suffer again, but :g'dn\':g
a king to reign. Coming in glory and power ¢ th Him
tory. Coming to take us as His bride to be wi

It can’t be long now tt;lr;glu \gg
see Him, whether coming in the clouds or

LABORER. It is very helpful and
informative. ‘
Sl Cathern Smith

Moore, OK

New Auxiliary

We recently started an AUX'“kari?]
with our women in the new w%r s
Melo. The first meeting we ha i
present...About 30 \\{Omen el
tended the last meeting at
church on the border.

Molly Barker, Uruguay

“Let’s Take a Vacation”

We enjoy the programs in CO-I__C/)\y-
BORER very much. We also enjWe
doing the projects and ideas ...

1
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, ” a
15 Take @ Vacation
et's

“ m—
thought “L d it for our &

ood idea and Us€
phasis offerlgg-riS Tillery
Sulphur, O

Auxiliar.g'
d. note: BethlehellT;o used this
ed.

Ashland T4 hTe[:Ir' Emphasis offer-

lect t te
I:dea ﬁofﬁén ere instr ulcﬂ-ch to co
ing. sual contain 4 bring to th
,llrgtl their money ther
- o
i in, among
meeling- me in, 870 gar
150 ca SOCkl
Over Ser5, an o dderch"e' paby
ki kie jar, N4 "y ag.
bow!, €00 mesh onion
shoe anda 31




Pre-Thanksgiving
Week Of Prayer

November 18-22, 1991

Special Lizzie McAdams
Memorial Offering
for National Home Missions

ARRANGE to have a successful Thanksgiving Week of Prayer by planning
early. Order all necessary free Home Missions materials. Contact the Nation-
al Home Missions Department to schedule missionary speakers. Publicize the

dates and activities of the Thanksgiving Week of Prayer on your church calen-
dar so you can involve the entire church in the observance.

ADVERTISE by ordering free prayer booklets and other materials. (See
sample prayer booklet in this issue of CO-LABORER.) These prayer booklets
are available in quantities upon request from the National Home Missions
Department. Other free materials available to help you sponsor an effective
Week of Prayer are: Missionary Maps, Prayer Cards, Directories, Bulletin
Inserts, Prayer Booklets, Home Missions Study Courses, Offering Envelopes,

and Quarter Saver Folders. Order from National H Missi P. O. Box
5002, Antioch, TN 37011-5002. EHINE CleyIORE

APPEAL for a sacrificial Lizzie McAdams Memorial Offering for National
Home Missions. Set a goal for your auxiliary to reach in the special offering.
Your auxiliary may designate your offering for National Home Missions
General Fund or for particular Home Missionaries. Contact the National
Home Missions Department for a list of deficit missionary accounts. Send
offerings through the WNAC channels designated for "Lizzie McAdams
Memorial Offering for National Home Missions."
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