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SUZANNE FRANKS
Wait

srael’s hymnbook, Psalms, can tell us a great deal about worship in Old

Testament Israel. Their worship was born out of suffering punishment

for disobedience and rejoicing over God’s forgiveness and provision.

Have you noticed how frequently the word “praise” appears in the

Psalms? “Weep” is almost non-existent in the 150 Psalms, “Mourn” is
another rarity. Sure, they had reason to weep and mourn, but usually they left
it out of their music.

As you would expect, “sing” appears over 30 times in the Psalms. As
with “Praise,” “Rejoice”—though not as frequent—appears over 50 times,
How appropriate then that the title for the new Free Wil Baptist hymnal is

“Rejoice.”

To my surprise, “wait” appears over 35 times in Psalms, Out of these 35
times, at least 30 refer to waiting on the Lord. Some translations substitute

“wait” for “hope” and sometimes “look,” but the meaning in the context is
the same.

How much time do we spend in our lives waiting? Waiting for a doctor’s
appointment. Waiting at the dentist’s office. Waiting in the cafeteria line,
Waiting for the operator on the phone. You get the picture. Pve had my share
and more. We all seem to be born with an aversion to waiting, Israel knew
about waiting. Forty years in the desert makes an hour spentin the doctor’s
office seem short.

When I hear the cliché, “Don’t pray for patience. The Lord will send
trials.” I want to disagree. Yet I hold my tongue. Maybe praying for patience
is not such a bad idea. But to be on the safe side, I have a better idea. When
you need patience, look up all the 30 or more verses in Psalms that contain
“wait.” You may receive a blessing as I did. Here are just a few examples
from Psalm 25, “Let none that wait on thee be ashamed ...Lead me in thy
truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do [ wait
all the day. . .. Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee.”
Also, Psalm 130, “I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in his Word do
I'hope. My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the
morning, ... Let Israel hope in the Lord; for with the Lord

there is merc
and with him is plenteous redemption.” d

Time spent waiting on the Lord is not wasted time. Next, I think I’ll look
up those 50-something references to “rejoice.” May we all learn to wait
gracefully and rejoice in the richness of God’s Word! <

CoLaborer SEPT » OCT 1996

SEPT « OCT 1996

VOLUME 36
NUMBER 4

4

A JUNIOR HIGH
TEACHER GIVES

POINTERS ON HOW WE

CAN HAVE A POSITIVE
INFLUENCE

ON OUR CHILDREN’S
EDUCATION

AND THEIR $¢HOOL

12

SCUFFED $SHOES
ARE AN EVERYDAY
REMINDER

OF GOD’$ BLESSING
OF HEALTH

28

WHEN HE BECAME $0
VERY LONELY, JOE
REMEMBERED THAT

OLD FRIEND AND
DECIDED TO LOOK
HIM UP.




SEPTEMBER pnodnwh.
Holding the nght ng lq ()ur $Chlﬁ)01; ] —Patricia Richards 4
i i y% a% '
OCTOBER PROGRAM" . 3 il
The Datker the nght—L-The Bnght tﬂic }n —Lois Smallwood 8
| | |
WoundedLambs || ( i! 11
Third in a 6-part series frqm Shlflcy ;(30.4},5‘; ol Weserve A Second Chance
. | |l
IR EE
TheSneakerStory || [ | | | [N |il|jj —PatriciaCollins 12
Food For Thought / Poet’s Corber‘: 14
| I
RN
| | |
SPRINGBOARD? *mm fotOlﬁic 15
|
il
IR | . ‘
ALeafonaShadeTree | | | | i ~/Buonice Bdwisls 18
(1 .
IR
Communicator ,’ é ‘ l 19
i
Women In Action / L¢tztcrs to WNAC 20
WNAC Supplies , I 59
Bea High School Missionary 1 | 24
IR i
HEEEE
Life! Action: Misconception | i Ei‘ l t“ E 26
O I |
IEREmin
Mission Alert: I:uange[ }wz 5 _}fvm 14 ""ff’ 1 b Worid -
HEEEmiE
AN
AMommy forAmandlbﬁ L] \ %%—-Wan daKing o
|| | 1 | | {
11 ‘”
= RN I
Executy 1996 Creatlchrts CO!‘}t‘Est ?mrj‘;ers %1 | ;5 30
Ec‘“Or smFMW R. Wischart [ | ‘ ; i i\ 1 ]i
leo:-’:r zvsosnnc Wolfenl ol ‘ | ; i ; I
Aﬁf‘{‘,{n b Christ oty 20) ,,“P‘_'b‘-“"‘;"frhﬂo&,'?luv By o M View Words for Women | | R Mary Ruth Wisehart 31
0. By Imcl;,TN37013 2306, (615)+731+6812. Address all ce to IR !
ye-r , single; Anuoch. TN 37011-5002. Annual subscription rates: $6.75 Pef % [ || !
MAS Pomge ;’:d):“"ns“gzh?ﬁ :ado?ddmounl mailing offices. POST- ( WA
3701). 50028"‘""“"“ changes to Co-Laborer, P.O. Box 5002, Antioch, TN e ——— orer SEPT » OCT 1996 3
Associagor) MEht privileges, rescrved © 1996 Member of the Evangelical P e e
Y 2= Sl |
[ !



Attitude ' Commitment

Holding the Light High
in Our Schools =z

Channels Only

by Patricia Richards Purpose: To show the impor-
tance of a Christian influence on

the various aspects of education.
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Introduction
Acts 13:47-49

There comes a time in every parent’s life when they face
the question, “What kind of education do I want for my
child?” In times past this question has only been posed
when a student graduated from high school and entered
college. In our times, however, the question often
Presents itself much eatlier in the form of a choice
between public or private, Christian or secular educa-
tion.

Because of finances many parents will never really get to
choose what type of education their child will receiV.e.
Therefore, it becomes increasingly importantin the lives
of Christian young people that parents take an a‘ctive
tole in their child’s school no matter what type it may
be. Whether Christian or public, parents can hold the
light high in our schools.

Attitude
Romans 15:20-21, 1 Corinthians 4:1-2

The attitude we present to our children about ec‘lucation
can be the foundation of our children’s success 1 .
school. Unfortunately, our own expetience in school will
color our attitude and can ultimately determine our
child’s feelings toward education. Itis difficult to put
away any negative experiences that we may have had for
the sake of our children, but we are called upon
throughout parenthood to leave our past behind us and
allow our children a clean slate.

The following are some suggestions that will help you
show your children a positive attitude toward education:

L. Get to know your children’s teachers, and let your
children see your support. If you and the teachers ‘
Present a united front, then your children will not receive
Mixed messages.

2. Visit your children’s classrooms (but please makean
appointment) and volunteer to help. Teachers canalways
use someone to put up bulletin boards, staple papers, Of

Just about anything they can’t do with a room full of
children,

3-Become activein your parent-teachet organization.
You will learn valuable information about your

children’s school, and be able to be a testimony to
parents who aren’t Christians.

4. Be supportive of extra-curricular activities and
encourage your children to participate. Many types of
activities contribute to the social and physical growth of
students and will enhance their overall school experience.

5. Have a designated place and time to go over your
children’s homework with them. By providing a special
place and time they will see the importance you place on
what they’re doing.

6. Encourage your children to read!! I keep a poster in
my classroom that says, “Those who read are the ones
who succeed!” Provide reading material for them, take
them to the library, and let them see you read.

7. Tty to be positive about learning in general, and let
your children see you learning new things each day.

8. Praise your children’s successes, minimize their failures,
and expect them to always do their best. God expects
excellence in everything we do. Children need to see this
and mirror our behavior.

9. Keep up on current trends in education and know
what is being presented in your school.

10. Pray for your children, their teachers, and administra-
tors. Remember, God is concerned about all areas of

ourlives.

There are many other things that we can do to present a
positive attitude toward education, and our efforts will
be rewarded by our children’s success.

Belief
I1 Corinthians 4:14—18, Romans 11:33-36

You’re probably asking yourself what our belief in
anything has to do with holding the light high in our
schools? Our belief in God should be our frame of
reference for everything we do in our lives. Because we
live in a predominately secular society, our faith must be
an anchor for our children to hold to during the course
of their education.

Regardless of the type of education you choose for your
child, there will be times that you disagree with certain
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matetials or methods a teacher or school has chosen. It
is during these times that your light can be held high. We
must remember, however, that our light is not to
damage or to burn but to be a testimony. Remain open
minded in questionable situations, and be ready and
willing to defend your concerns from a Biblical stand-
point, seasoned with love.

Be careful to save your battles for those things which are
completely opposed to Christian principles. If you go to
war over everything that doesn’t fall in line with your
particular views, you run the risk of presenting Christians
asargumentative and under-
mining. Italso sends your
children a message that the
teacherisa person to constantly
scrutinize rather than respect.

Most schools, public or
private,will allow parents to
view curriculum before it is
presented to students. The best
place to make this request is
with the teacher. Particular
subjects that might be of
concern to parents are science
courses, family life courses, and
sex education courses. The

Our light
1S not

to damage

or to burn

attempt you have made to contact the teacher, so the
principal is aware of your efforts.

Itisimportant to realize that curticulum decisions are
ultimately made by the school board before school
begins each year. You, as a citizen, have the right to
attend school board meetings, preview materials, and
give input. If decisions are made after these things are
done against your wishes, rest assured that you have
done your best. From this point, it is up to you to
become familiar with what your child is learning and be
able to give an answer to pertinent questions from a
biblical standpoint.

Realize that you will always have
differences of opinion with
someone connected with your
child, but the teachings of Christ
command us to be reasonable
in all areas. Ultimately, we must
trust that if we have our belief
anchored in the God of Ro-
mans 11:33-36, and have given
our children a faith of their
own, we will be able to guide
them carefully through difficult
situations and remain victorious.

subjects may have items in Commitment

them that you, as a family, b b II Cotinthians 4:1-3, Ephesians
disagree with, but are for the ut tO e 6:13-18

most part solid. Again, choose Thefinal dlament of ot ABCS
your battles carefully.

The appropriate channels to go
through to preview curriculum
begin, as I said, with the
teacher. Always remember that like a doctor or lawyer,
the teacher is a professional with a very full schedule.
Calling first and scheduling an appointmentinstead of
dropping in unexpectedly will let the teacher know that
you respect his/her time. It would also be nice to leave 2
brief message letting the teacher know what you wish to
meet about. If after giving adequate time, you get no
response, schedule an appointment to see your child’s
principal. Itis also very helpful to document each

CoLaborer SEPT » OCT 1996

a testimony.

is commitment. I suppose this
could be considered the most
important of the three, and yet
allare so interdependent it
would be difficult to separate
them. Commitment to anything we feel strongly about is
the key to success in that area. Commitment is that stick-
to-itattitude that keeps us going in the face of difficult
circumstances. If our children see this character traitin

us, it will be easy for them to mirror that in school when
they face challenges.

I'am reminded of some of my students when I think of
this are. A few months ago my 7th and 8th graders (yes,



Lenjoy teaching junior high . . . if you can believe that!)
wanted to come up with a way to raise money. After
looking through a multitude of those lovely fund-raising
brochures, we finally decided to setup a pencil machine.
Students would place a quarter in the slot and receive a
brightly colored pencil. Ah, the perfect low-maintenance
fund raiser with no fuss and no bother. The students
were elated.

When the pencil machine finally arrived, the students
couldn’t wait to fill it with pencils, place itin the lounge,
and watch the money begin rolling in. For the first few
days my dedicated student council members faithfully
checked the machine, emptying money and adding
pencils when necessary. And then the inevitable hap-
pened. The excitement wore off, and the commitment
Wwore thin. Soon, the pencil machine was empty, and
Students were arguing over whose turn it was to fill it
and count the money. Before I knew it [ was filling and
emptying the machine, and the students had nearly
forgotten it was even there.

Reality soon set in when a very large bill arrived and the

Mmoney for the pencils had to come out of the treasury.
That really hurt, because the students wentin the hole. It
was a valuable lesson in commitment and a costly one.

Too often in our lives we learn the same lesson. Uﬂf.or—
tunately, the bill is paid by our children. When we br'mg
them into the world we make a commitment to their
health’ happiness, spiritual upbringing, education, etc. All
t00 soon the newness of parenthood wears off, and our
children become a liability rather than an assct. They get
lostin the shuffle of careers, money, and social position
(even within the church), and are left to attempt t0
Supply themselves with the proper tools to grow At
Succeed. When they are not equipped to fend for
themselves, the world steps in to fill the gap and the.
lost to us. When we realize it, we are left standing with
gaping mouths and empty hands wondering just what
happened.

y are

Commitment is obviously far more than simply making
Sute our children get up and out the doot in fi.mC to
Make it to school. It is a commitment of our time,
energy, love, money, and in essence our lives.

Provision Closet Needs:

Flannel Sheet sets, all sizes
Bedspreads

Electric blankets

Travel irons

Speed cookers (pressure
cookers)

Blenders iy
Baking pans

Cookware

Whenever possible, leave prices on

items to help the office keep up with
inventory.

A\

Conclusion—The High Calling of Education

There are many occasions when I'look out over my
students and into the face of my own little boy and
wonder what they will become. I hope I see potential
doctors, lawyers, nurses, pastors, missionaries, or others
who will contribute to society. To see this accomplished,
however, it is my responsibility to set certain goals and
work towards achieving them. We are called of God to
be lights in a dark world. By educating our children we
are equipping them to carry this light farther than we
ever dreamed possible. The task is a never ending one
with blessings that will follow us through eternity. %*

Patricia Richards has tanght Speech, English, and Drama Jor 8
years. She lives in Westland, MI and attends Garden City Free
Will Baptist Church.
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Purpose: To share witnessing
experiences as a means of
encouraging others

Scripture: 2 Samuel 22:29-37
or Psalm 18:28-36

“This little light of mine.
I’m gonna let it shine.” Do
you remember singing that as a
child? And did you let your light
shine? Can you recall specific
incidents of witnessing? Probably
you didn’t think of it in those
terms but was God real to you?
Did He answer your childish

prayers and did you tell people
He did?

The first fourteen years of my life
were spent in a log house, forty
miles from the nearest town, in
flat, somewhat barren country in
Wyoming. We were so sheltered
as children; not from cold. I’ve
wakened many mornings to find
snow on my bed because the
daubing had loosened and been
blown out of the cracks between
the logs.

They were depression days.
Money was not a problem. There
wasn’t any money. We were
never quite hungry but we ate
some strange meals. (Do you
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The Darker the Night

The Brighter the Light

by Lois Smallwood

know how good fried corn meal
mush can taste?) Nevertheless,
we were protected from the wiles

of the world.

My mother always had family
worship and we took turns asking
the blessing at meal times. 1
thought everybody did. Of
course, God was real. He was
real to Mama and He was real to
me. Daddy didn’t pray out loud
but he went along. He took part
in the Bible reading and discus-
sions. He got down on his knees
when we prayed.

But Mama was the Sunday school
superintendent and the song
leader; the organizer and “pusher
and puller” of the small group
that met in the little one-room
school house every Sunday.

While coming home from that
school house one afternoon, God
answered one of my most urgent
requests. School had been in
session about two weeks. Shortly
before school started, I had
received in the mail both my first
and second year 4H pins.

I'was the youngest member of the
4H Club. The county agent had
allowed me to be a member, even
if I was only nine and the re-



quired age was eleven. I was the
only member who completed the
Niecessary book work to earn a
pin the first year. Therefore, the
4H leader just waited until the
following year to send all the
fecords in at the same time.

I'was on cloud nine and teased
until Mama told me, yes, I could
walk the two miles to Mrs.
Shutt’s house. She was the 4H
leader and I wanted to show her
My precious pins. Wyoming
Prairie was so flat we could see
cach other’s house. Mama
Warned me to watch for rattle
snakes in the tall grass in the
Pasture,

When 1 arrived, hot and breath-
less, at Mrs. Shutt’s house and
held out the two cards to show
her the bright, shiny awards
Pinned in the center of each card,
We both saw it instantly. The
Second year pin was gone. Only
the empty card remained.

The card wasn’t nearly as empty
as I felt. How I cried and com-
Plained to God! How could He
let thig happen to me?

Both Mrs. Shutt and Mama tried
' console me. They told me
Pride was a sin and God loved
Me and wanted to teach me not
to. be proud. T wasn’t buying that.
Ljust prayed and prayed and
P.rayed that I could find that tiny
PIt—no bigger than my finger-
Mail—lost somewhere along the
tWo-mile strerch,

So,a51 walked home form school
t™Wo weeks later the toe of my
shoe Parted the long grass. As 1
Was looking down, and saw that

[ had
“begun to
believe 1n
- my faith
instead of
 in God.

tiny, shining pin, I wasn’t terribly
surprised; just delighted. (I
wonder if I witnessed or just
bragged.)

The people in my small world
were impressed. How could I
ever doubt the God who answers

children’s prayers! And how very
important it is to make God real

to children by allowing them to
know He is real to us.

«Hide it under a bushel—

No!” Was there ever a period in
your life when you did? Likc.
Peter, did you feel like crawling
under the bushel, too?

My husband drank. So difi most
of his music making, fishing, and
fox hunting friends. Mama’s .
daughter was failing our two little

girls.

Finally, 1 announced we would
ask the blessing at every meal. It
took every ounce of courage. My
strong-minded husband was not
plcased that 1 embarrassed. his
friends by asking the blcss{ng
when they ate with us (which was

often).

Then my uncle, Mama’s much
older brother, came to visit. I
hardly know him but Mama had
prayed often enough that he’d
come back to the Lord. We sat

‘down to eat and I didn’t ask the

blessing. Afterward, my husband
took me severely to task and told
me that was the last time I’d ever
try to force religion on his
friends. How could I disagree?

I joined the Secret Service of the
Lord’s army but I was not a
happy camper. Years passed
before I felt free to discuss my
faith when my husband was
present.

“Won’t let Satan blow it

out.” But Satan never stops
trying. Have there been times
when God was silent in your life?
Maybe you didn’t stop talking to
God. You had nowhere else to
go. But, still, nothing seemed to
go right.

My husband was an alcoholic. My
younger brother, Bud, was
missing in action in Korea. One
of my heaviest burdens was
knowing that my relationship
with Bud hadn’t been good when
he was reported missing,

I prayed. We all did. It was such a
hard time. The exchange of war
prisoners’ names was read at
midnight three nights in a row. I
was so sure God would have
Bud’s name on that list. Then it
was over, done, finished.

In an year Bud was declared dead
and eventually a body was
shipped home that Daddy identi-
fied as Bud’s (by his hair). They
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had a funeral but I didn’t go.
There was no money to make a
trip from California to Missouri.
Besides, if I went to that funeral
it would be agreeing that Bud
was dead. Never, never! I prayed
on.

A couple of years later Daddy
died. I did go home then. My
husband borrowed money from
his brother. I wasn’t sure if it was
safe to leave my two little girls in
his care.

Shortly after I returned to Califor-
nia, my husband, with God’s
help, quit drinking. He went back
to Missouri for six months to quit
and I kept working in California,

Later, a son was born to us. Still,
I prayed for Bud’s return. One
day I was driving on the freeway
to work, praying frantically for
Bud, promising God all sorts of
impossible things if he’d only
bring Bud home.

God spoke to me then. Yes, in an
audible voice. His voice wasn’t
exactly loud, but it filled all the
space in the car and outside the
car. He said “Be still and know
that I am God.” (I didn’t realize
that was Scripture.) When I heard
Psalm 46:10 being discussed in
our Sunday school class later I
nearly fell out of my chair. The
only time God ever spoke to me
He told me to be quiet. I knew
what He meant. I accepted Bud’s
death.

God is God and He knows best.
Looking back, I suspect Satan
was about to blow out the light in
my mind. I was trying to impose
my will on God. I had begun to
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You finally
realize your
little light
is just
a reflection

from. [
the Light
of the World.
It is
only natural
to let
it shine.

believe in my faith instead of in
God.

Only after my “sanity” returned
was I able to see things in per-
spective and know how good
God had been to me., My hus-
band no longer drank. Our bills
were paid. I had a beautiful baby
boy plus other blessings beyond
measure. Joy returned to my life.
“Let it shine till Jesus
comes.” How long that seems
as a child. But when you've
reached three score and ten, and
you've walked with God, and He
has carried you through so many
dark valleys, it isn’t long any-
more. You finally realize your
little light is just a reflection from

the Light of the World. It is only
natural to let it shine.

There have been deaths of loved
ones, painful divorces for two of
my children and the loss of a
grandchild to adoption. There
was drug and alcohol abuse by
my beloved son and not knowing
where he was or if he was dead or
alive for nine months. There was
a suicide attempt by a loved one.

Sickness and surgeries have fallen
on my children. So many times
my husband’s life has hung in the
balance; heart problems, three
lung cancers and many other
problems, too.

Have you found, as I have, how
close God is when your heart is
breaking? Sometimes, when He
has said “no,” P’ve had to remind
myself to be still and know that
He is God.

There is such a fine line dividing
earth from heaven for we really
are in the Kingdom of God. Isn’t
life with God marvelous? As I
write, my dear husband is taking
chemotherapy for his third lung
cancer. (The other two only
required surgery.) This is no
picnic in the park—but it’s
better. We’re aware of God’s
presence in our lives. Thank you,
God, for a wonderful life!

Now, I know when God says
“no” and closes a window of
prayer in my life that He has also
opened a door to greener pas-
tures. All of my children (and my
husband) are happily married and
serving the Lord. As the hymn
says, we don’t know what the
future holds but we know Who
holds the future. %

Now widowed, I ois Smallwood lives in Bear
City, CA with her daughter.



By God’s grace these little lambs have been rescued, but
many others remain in the streets. Theyneed prayer andthe

Commitment ofthose who have the answer—Jesus Chaist.

ome of our little ones have arrived at the home

with physical problems.

ourthouse and had just

s called back. A
f age, stood as

Once, I was at the ¢

left the judge’s office when I wa

andsome young man, around 25 years 0
Ientered_

“Dona hirley, this young man has come to me with 2
Problem that perhaps you can help me with.”

He didn’t look like the usual father whose child ends
UPat the home. The judge continued, “The mother of
}.us child left their year-old baby on his doorstep- Sh'e

Ves in a neighboring city and has been caring.for him by
herselfung now. This young man lives with nine more
Men and he works.

| Wounded

lambs

He can’t take care of the baby, so he needs a place to
leave him until he can arrange a place to live and geta
baby-sitter.”

After asking the man and the judge a few questions, I
agreed to help with the child. I explained that we give the
children Christian training and asked if he had any
problems with our taking him to our church. He didn’t.

“We’ll do all we can to help him and we will expect
you to visit him on Saturdays.”

“T work on Saturdays,” he answered apologetically.

“Then we’ll expect you on Sundays. You’ll need to get
acquainted with your son.”

The caseworker and I went by to pick up the baby,
Miguel, and discovered one thing the father and the
judge had failed to tell us. The little boy was paralyzed on
his right side. He couldn’t sit up, crawl or talk, but his
beautiful smile won our hearts. So off we went to
present our little wounded lamb to the family.

A physical therapist from our church treated him
without charge at a clinic and told us what to do for him
at home. Time passed. Nestle company employees
donated a special buggy for invalid children, and Miguel
learned to feed himself with his one good hand and
learned to form a few words.

About a year later, Miguel’s father arranged for the
boy’s grandmother in Bahia [a state to the north] to care
for him. He learned and progressed while he was in our
care, but we learned so much more from him as he lay
stiffly on his little back month after month spreading
sunshinein ourhearts. %

—_—

fhis Piece is taken from Shirley Combs’ boo
from WNAC, write P.O. Box 5002, Antioch, s B
information about this work with street childrenin Br

asso, OK 74055.

k, They Deserve A Second Chance. Used by permission. To order this book
37011-5002 or call (615)731-6812. The cost is $6.50 + s&h. For more
azil, write: Rejoice Ministries International, P.O. Box 50,
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by Patricia Collins pair of dusty sneakers strewn
upon the hall floor cause me to
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stop and smile. Stooping to pick them up
I notice that the laces are frayed and the
toes are as scuffed as the well-worn heels.
Further inspection as I deliver them to
their natural habitat reveals definite marks
of rough usage. In fact, close scrutiny
might even discover splits along the
seams. And the soles, well, there used to
be tread visible. But battered though they

be, those child-sized shoes give me great
pleasure.

Oh, I know the cost of new ones will

be outrageous and every wearing brings
shoe store. Still, kick up

your heels, little boy. Run and jump and
roll on the ground with your dog. Daddy
will moan and sigh at the sight of those
sneakers tonight. I will clean off the mud
so they are fit for school a few more
times. But wear them out; I know you
will, long before you Outgrow them.
Daddy will take you for new shoes and I
will be thankful every day for each new

mile on them.

us closer to the

For I have seen other little shoes. Little
white high top sneakers. Every day as
clean as the day before. Nevet 2 scuff or a
black mark to mar them. In pristine
condition they come to me at school each
day, but seldom do they touch the floot.
A wheelchair guards their purity and the
little white shoes stay in their place. Their
little owner does noO ballerina twirls, no
hopscotch, no jump rope-

I see and touch the same little shoes
each day on the fragile body I care for as
a public school teacher’s aide. 1 will help

carry, feed, change, and watch the

precious little life and on a good day be
rewarded with smiles, maybe even an
outright laugh.

At the end of the day I will push a
child-sized wheelchair to a small yellow
bus and watch the little shoes lift up, up
up and disappear into the bus. Then ’
through the bus’ back door I will watch
those snow white sneakers as the bus
lumbers and bumps towards the road.

No, I can’t be upset about your shoes
my little man. I will do my best to teach ’
you to take care of things, but I will not
be sorry for scuffed shoes. They are an
everyday reminder of God’s blessing of
health. Nor will I be sorry for the little
white sneakers which have given me great
blessings of their own and have taught
me how much I take for granted in this
life.

So, go ahead, play King of the
Mountain, my blond dynamo. Run races
play ball and slide for home. Childhood ,
comes only once. It is brief and, for some
children in dainty shoes, even childhood
is lived on borrowed time.

. God help me to see the blessing of life
in whatever manner You have given it to
me. For both pairs of sneakers are

testimony of Your power and Your love.

Patricia Collins lives in Omaha, Nebraska where
;/Jf a.rm’ Larry, her husband, work as home
mzx.ﬂonan'ef. Larry Collins pastors Maranatha Free
Will Baptist Church. They have three children. |
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Jood
Jor
Thought

Have you ever felt like God
forgot your address? Or maybe you
feellike He doesn’t understand what
you ate going through. Maybe you
know in theory that God is all-
knowing, but you need the truth
confirmed in your heart. God’s
knowledge of His people is more
than theoretical. Itis up close and
personal.

“I'have engraved you on the
palms of my hands . . .>—Isaiah
49:16

Both David and Isaiah wrote
about God’s interest in their lives
even before they were born.

“Before I was born the Lord
called me; from my birth he has
made mention of my name.”—
Isaiah 49:1

“For you created my inmost
being; you knit me together in my
mother’s womb.”—Psalms 139:13

God knows your address, finger
prints, favorite songs, and the
deepest longings of your heart. And
what’s best, He cares about your
welfare. Most of what we worry
aboutare things we cannot change.
Can you entrust to Him all those big
and small things we can’t do any-
thing about? (Seripture from NIV )%
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Poet’s Corner

Thereis Music
Vicki Tumes, Carterville, MO
Istplacein the 1996 Creative Arts Contest

Life is a series of thythm and rhyme
Beat upon beat, patter, design.

Thete is a subtle blending of time

Body and soul, spirit and mind.

Weave within weave, breath upon breath
Beauty in life, life within death.

There is a thythm, there is a time

Body and soul, spirit and mind.

Thete is 2 music in unwritten song

The crashing of waves, the brilliance of
dawn.

The quickening pulse, the kiss of the
wind.

The dreaming of dreams, the needing of
friend.

There is a moment, a flutter, a sigh
Thete is a victory in learning to fly
Unspoken passion, unending needs
Life ever lasting to all who believe.
There is a music, patter, design
Body and soul, spirit and mind.

Must They Grow up so Fast?
L'amﬁlaeAmztuszu,m OK
2nd placein the 1996 Creative Arts Contest

His little hand too tiny to hold,
curls around my finger
as if to say, “Hold tight Mommie
much too fast I'll be grown,”

His big blue eyes that once looked deep
into mine as I wondered just what he
was thinking,

Now hold visions of his future,
of which I may or may not be a part.

Gone will be the days
when he needed to know that
mommie was nearby, and could kiss a
boo-boo and make it stop hurting.

Today a child, tomotrow a young man,

Dear Lotd, help me
as I must let go of that man-sized
hand, as each mother must; to hold
tight to the memories of that first
smile, his sweet laugh,

And look with pride
at the person he’s become.

The person, that with your help and
guidance, we have tried to mold into
the man that you want him to be.
But even then, as now, the question
will remain . .. Must they grow up so
fast?

Marchon!

Chetyl Akers, Jacksonville, FI,
3rdplaceinthe 1996 Creative Arts Contest

Lift the banner, wave the flag, hear the
trumpet’s blare.

Feel the drumbeat, look above, see the
rockets’ glare,

Watch the patriots proudly stand, hands
across their chests,

Loyaltyis everywhere, pridein every
breast.

While bells ate rung, the old and young
sing loud the freedom song.

We hail the true red, white, and blue,

Americans, march on!

Raise the standard—Jesus loves
whosoever will.

Shout the message “Jesus saves” over
the vale and hill.

Hear the Savior, stand up proud,
love Him more and more.

Speak His name, and cheer out loud
those who’ve gone before.

Oh hear His voice, make Him your
choice, join in the Master’s throng.

Lift holy hands in all the lands,

Oh, church of God, march on!
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Coordinator

September is the month for To
Offering. This offering is designed to sup
that is, all the agencies other than Home ;
and FWBBC. These three agencies have thei
one of the ten that receives a portion of the
Offefing- Let’s support God’s work through Fre
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e WNAC Ninth National Retreat‘
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rer for the registration form or
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Has everyone registered for th
at Ridgecrest? The dates are Septemb
the March/ April 1996 issue of Colabo
contact WNAC. Tt is not too late, but hurry! The retreat pr

be a bless'mg. N
Another important event in September is Pastor Appreciation on
the 8th,

e vour officers
men’s group, encourage y'

As the leader of your wo ate meetings whenever

and members to attend WNAC district anfi st
Possible. It’s always good to get 2 biggﬁf pietite
accomplishing as an organization dcslgnfsd to sup ceiioare i
Setvice. And of course your delegates will want to p

their votes.

of what your are
port evangelism and

Assistant Coordinator 12
Touched with Delight is WNAC’s new ool et F:ilat}(’)s t(f?:ioll)‘ll;;;oolz,
just off the press. If you wondered what happene

ke . that
WNAC didn’t print one last year but now it 18 back with plays tha

,\_/J/—/—_
See you at Ridgecrest

September 12-14, 1996

Devotional Outline

Faithful unto Him
by Nadine Hood

Read each passage and sing the
suggested hymn.

Introduction—I Corinthians 1:9
“Living by Faith”

God is faithful and we should be
faithful to Him.

Dependable—1I Corinthians 4:1-2
“Is Your All on the Altar?”

We need to be dependable in all
areas of our lives: to our Lord, to
our families, and to our church.

Trustworthy—Proverbs 3:5
“Trust and Obey”

The Lord, our Christian friends,
and those that we come in contact
with who are not Christian need to
see the trust we have in our Lord.

Committed—Psalm 37:5

“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
We need to take our commitment
to serve the Lord seriously not just
when it is convenient. %*
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will delight your audience. The 7 plays in this volume are listed
below:

God’s Loving Kindness: Snowbound, by Lotrene Miley
Missions: Serving at God’s Table, by Pat Franks

Easter: Would You Have Been There?, by Vicki Sturgill
Mother’s Day: The Best Mother’s Day Gift, by Genny Waddell
Thanksgiving: With a Thankful Heart, by Patricia Richards
Christmas: The Christmas Pity Party, by Rubenia Dobbs
Installation of Officers: Pattern of Service, by Ruth Bivens

Secretary

Check out the supplies order form on page 22 of this issue. The
Secretary’s Record and Report book can be ordered from WNAC for
$1.50 + shipping and handling. This book will help you keep your
records organized in one place. You may also order annual report
forms for free.

Treasurer

Don’t forget that September is Memorial Student Loan Month,
All gifts designated for the Memorial Student Loan Fund enable FWB
young people to pursue a Christian education. Someone from your
church may benefit from this fund.

Missions Chairman

All the women in your group should have a set of prayer cards.
They go great with breakfast, lunch, suppet, personal or family
devotions. Write to the Foreign Missions and Home Missions Depart-
ments and request them.

Prayer Chairman

Encourage your women to be involved in praying for each other,
the church, the community, and missions around the world. For the
September meeting, make a list of ways to pray for the schools in
your community. When possible mention principals, board members,
and teachers by name. Contact a school teacher for specific prayer
requests on local issues, etc.

Service Chairman

For those who collect postage stamps to send to WNAC, they
should be mailed as cheaply as possible. Check with your local post
office for the cheapest rates. We receive about 30 cents per pound for
domestic and $3 per pound for foreign stamps. When possible, send
them by someone traveling to the Nashville area.

Study Chairman

How much time do you spend in your car? Do you listen to
Christian radio? Have you ever listened to 2 good preacher or talk
show you would like to share with your women? You probably love
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[HE DRARKER
THE IGHT
THE BRIGHTER
THE LIGHT

Come to Women Active for Christ

Date

Time

Place

HID IN MY HEART

Romans 12:14-19

Bless those who persecute
Yyou; bless and do not curse.
Rejoice with those who
rejoice; mourn with those
who mourn. Live in har-
mony with one another. Do
not be proud, but be willing
to associate with people of
low position. Do not be
conceited.

Do not repay anyone evil for
evil. Be careful to do what is
right in the eyes of every-
body. If it is possible, as far
as it depends on you, live at
peace with everyone. Do not
take revenge; I will repay,
says the Lord.* (NIV)



books, don’t you? But sometimes you have trouble finding time to
read them. How about ordering a tape from talk radio? Most Chris-
tian radio programs will send you a copy of the show they just aired
for a small donation. After you have listened to them yourself, you
can tell your women about the tape(s) you ordered and then donate
them to the church library or pass them around for everyone’s ben-
efit. Videos, though a little more expensive, can also be great re-

sources for study. %

1
Missionary
wl

rthdays
Septernber

1 Rhoda Creech, C'I
2 Ken Bailey, JPN
2 Ken Doggett, Illinois
2 MK, Hollie Hubbard, Arkansas
3 Sue Aycock, BR
*3 MK, Megan Snow, JPN
*3 MK, Melissa Turnbough, SP
4 MK, Kendra Bozeman, MS
4 Sheila Bozeman, MS
5 MK, Jonathan Thomas, CO
7 Mirial Gainer, JPN
LT Susan Turnbough, SP
8 MK, Ruben Eagleton, C'
8 MK, Tody Sturgill, Florida
*8 Jeff Turnbough, SP
9 Nancy Hughes, BR
10 Cliff Donoho, Iowa
1 Mark Barber, SC
1 MK, Bethany Coats, SD
11 MK, Matthew Munsey, Mexico
12 Joel Nason, NH
14 MK, Jeremy Coats, SD
14 Carol Teague, FR
16 MK, Scott Carlson, KY
17 Laverne Alligood, Florida
*17 MK, Alyssa Bowerman, PAN
17 Gail Criswell, Oregon
18 MK, Lance Coffman, TX

*19 MK, Nathan Franks, UR
*19 Curt Holland, BR
*19 Nathan Snow, JPN

21 MK, John Bivens, Mexico
21 MK, Luke Bozeman, MS
21 MK, Kari Coffman, TX
23 Bob Lewis, Colorado

25 George Harvey, Arizona
25 Kathryn Wright, WV

for currentaddress.

26
28
29
¥29
*29
29
30

UL NN =

*5
*6
6
8
10
10
11
12
13
13
15
15
17
17
*18
18
*21
23
23
23
23
23
23
24
25
25
26
27
27
28
31

Judy Haygood, AL

Brenda Bunch, PAN

Pat Franks, BR

MK, David Lytle, PAN
Ruth McDonald, JPN

MK, Matthew Thomas, CO
Norman Richards, Louisiana

October

MK, Amy Johnson, Wyoming
Danny Keen, SC

MK, Rachel Lloyd, Wisconsin
Adelaide Vera, Puerto Rico
Dave Franks, BR

MK, Vera Sturgill, BR
Rebecca Franks, UR

Carol Pinkerton, C’I

Clint Morgan, C’I

Jeff Crabtree, Canada

MK, Julie Dail, VI

Paul Creech, C'1

MK, Regina Franks, BR
Kathy Coats, SD

Jerry Gibbs, FR

MK, Jenna Jones, PA

MK, Jered Teague, FR
Geneva Poole, BR

MK, Larry Williams, Jr., Georgia
Jalayn Martens, C’I

Becky Riggs, FR

MK, Miranda Owen, UR
Mike Cousineau, C’I

Gerald Fender, Tennessee
MK, Merri Hunt, Washington
Lila Nichols, C’I

Louise Vandivort, Arizona
Robert West, C’I

MK, Jeffrey Ryan Bishop, JPN
Robert Cooper, Chaplain, CA
MK, Autumn Motgan, C’I
Steven Riggs, FR

MK, Caleb Nason, NH
Donna Thomas, Colorado
MK, Rachel Munsey, Mexico
Earnie Deeds, BR

*Indicates missionary/MK is on furlough /in college. Check with Foreign Missions office

Lucy & Marge
Forgetful Marge

(Telephone rings at Lucy’s house)
Lucy: Hello.

Marge: Hello, Lucy. 1 was on my
second cup of coffee this morning
when I remembered I was sup-
posed to call you yesterday.

Lucy: You were?

Marge: Yes, but I don’t remember
why I was supposed to call you.

Lucy: Was it about the baby
shower the day after tomorrow?

Marge: Baby shower? I don’t think
sO.

Lucy: Was it about the women’s
meeting on Monday?

Marge: Maybe.

Lucy: Were you supposed to
remind me to pray for
(name of missionaries your women

support)?
Marge: I was, but that’s not it.
Lucy: There’s something else?

Matge: Yes. Do you ever have this
fear that you will forget something
and you will forget what it was you
forgot?

Lucy: I don’t know. But when I
forgot where I put my wallet, I
prayed about it. Why don’t we pray
right now?

Marge: Would you pray?

Lucy: Lord, help Marge remem-
ber what she forgot and give her
peace of mind. We know You take
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care of us as You do the lily and the
sparrow. Amen.

Marge: Thank you Lucy. I'll call
you back as soon as I remember.

(Telephone rings again.)
Lucy: Hello.

Marge: Lucy, I remembered! God
helped me remember!

Lucy: Good.

Marge: The ___ (missionary
famiily your women support) are coming
to our church in October. I want to
have them over for a meal on
Saturday. Would you and your
family like to join us? I'll cook the
meal. You could bring your famous
cheese cake.

Lucy: That sounds like a great ideal
I’ll write it on my calendar right
now. What’s the date?

Mazrge: I guess I’d better write it
down, too—after I call Brother
(name of your pastor).

Lucy: Why are you calling him?
Marge: I forgot the date.

Lucy: (laughs) Just don’t forget your
name.

Marge: If I do, I’ll call you back. %

Springboard Illustrated: Stories to Grow By Volume 36/ No. 5

@ llﬂ‘ on A shade Gree by Eunice Edwards

Once again the leaves are beginning to fall. I watched as each
leaf detached from the tree and floated down to earth. The soft
whispering sound spoke of finality, its cycle now complete.

While attached to the tree, the leaf helped provide shade to
those who stopped by. Now, separated from its life source, its work
is over.

I watched, fascinated by the parallel it presented of God’s army
of believers. Each person is a part of the whole and a blessing as
long as she is attached to Christ. One person, like a single leaf, is
unable to accomplish what the leaves can do as a whole. The
importance of individuals filling their part in God’s plan startles me.
Strength manifests itself in numbers.

Believers dismayed with cross-bearing should remember that
others in this army stand ready and willing to share the load. This
truth assures us “that we are more than conquerors through Him
that loves us.”

Each leaf that falls has completed its destiny. Not so with the
Christian. God gives countless opportunities for continued service.

“Only one life will soon be past; only what’s done for Christ will
last.”” This is true, but our gracious Lord offers uncounted “grace”
periods as we respond to Him. Bear in mind He gives only one life.
We will not pass this way again.

Jesus is coming soon. What we hope to be doing when He
comes must be getting done now. I surely don’t want to miss
heaven. How about you?%*

Funice Edwards contributed to CoLabotet in her column, “Over My Cup of Coffee,” 1987~1993.
This piece appeared in the 1990 Sept/ Oct issue of CoLaborer.

Hold the Light High
In Our Schools

Place:
Date:
Time:
Hosted by:
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COMMUNICATOR

BY MARY RuUTH WISEHART

Retreat 1996

You’re not too late to register for the Ridge-
crest Retreat, September 12-14.

Plans include fun times in small groups, prayer
opportunities, missionary speakers, and get
acquainted times with missionaries.

A special feature is a candle lighting service
Friday evening, emphasizing the 1996 WNAC
theme, “Hold the Light High.”

The Blue Ridge Mountains furnish a refreshing
backdrop. The pace is comfortable with time for
fellowship and recreation.

We'll look for you at the ninth retreat.

Creative Arts

Maybe you have never entered the WNAC .
Creative Arts contest. Give it some consideration.

Do you paint? Write poetry, drama, articles?
The WNAC staff is especially happy to find
among the entries good programs, programs that
are suitable for women to present in their meet-
ings. ‘

We are looking for dramas, bricf ones, designed
for women.

Everyone writes poetry! Usually the contest
has more poetry submissions than any other
category. We are looking for a few good poems.
Poems that are original, say something, and are
consistent in rhythm or cadence. Poems may rime
or be blank or free verse, but they should be
consistently one or the other. .

Perhaps you intend to write something—
someday. Do it now.

The deadline for 1997 entries is March 1, 1997.

You may request guidelines from the WNAC

office,

1996 Yearbooks
Did you miss the first instalment of the new

WNAC yearbooks? :
The 1996 yearbook is available at half price,

$2.50, and postage and handling.

You may want to keep a complete set. Don’t
miss the first one in the series.

State Officers and Leadership Conference

State presidents and field workers are invited to
attend the annual Leadership Conference in Nash-
ville, December 2-3.

The registration fee includes a notebook and
meals.

The state convention should see that its
women’s group is represented at the meeting.

Make the funds available for your president and
field worker to attend the meeting.

State presidents and field workers, include the
Leadership Conference in your plans. You will
receive a packet with information about registra-
tion, program and hotel accommodations.

September Is Rest of the Family Month

The last Sunday in September is time for the
Rest of the Family Offering.

Remember that this offering includes six agen-
cies and four commissions of the National Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists. WNAC is one of the
agencies.

WNAC’s part of the 1995 offering was $845.29.
That amount almost doubles what it was the year
before. Still, it is not nearly enough to substitute
for the Emphasis Month Offering.

In 1995 the Emphasis Month Offering was
$11,725.40, about 6% of the WNAC budget for
the year.

The Rest of the Family Offering seems to be
growing. If more of our churches support it and
give during the month of September, these agen-
cies and commissions will be taken care of.

Perhaps WNAC will not need an emphasis
month offering. An emphasis program will still be
helpful to let the church know what the women are
doing as a group. <
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A-B March Enlistment Program a Huge Success
Eighteen members and guests of the Mobile (Alabama)
WNAC gathered at Linda Gray’s house to enjoy the
program “All Dressed up with Someplace to Go.”
Members presenting the program: Lorrie Carey
(Coordinator), Linda Gray (Secretary-Treasurer), Diane
Weaver (Assistant Coordinator), and Jarma Young
(Missions Chairman). Crystal Holifield volunteered as a
model. Local merchants contributing to the program
included JC Penney, Gayfers, and Mary Kay Cosmetics.

Pictured: (left to right) Diane Weaver, Crystal Holifield, Linda
Gray

Pictured:Lorrie Carey demonstrates pretty (clean) lips while
Jarma Young narrates.

CoLaborer SEPT » OCT 1996

C-D. 50 Years of Holding the Light High
Alabama FWB Women Active for Christ celebrated 50
years as an organization. Dr. Mary R. Wisehart,
Executive Secretary-Treasurer of WNAC, brought the
keynote message. Janie Aldridge brought the morning

devotional and in the afternoon Jimmy Aldridge spoke
about Russia.

Mrs. Shirley Grice and the women of Unity Church and
East Alabama District hosted. Peggy Miller and Mary
Kinman brought special music.

Past Presidents and former officers were recognized
and were presented with corsages. President Ann
Kennedy presided and Elwanda Oaks presented district
and local presidents with a booklet called “History of
AFWBWAC.”

Pictured: Elwanda Oakes presents check to Dr. Mary R.
Wischart and Janie and Jimmy Aldridge as President Ann
Kennedy looks on.

Pictured: Former state Presidents. (leftto right) Laura
Hollingshead, Mary Edna Cook, Alice Hood, Paulette Scott,
Annette Tomlinson, and current state President Ann Kennedy

(back)



E. Pamlico District Meets at Mount Olive

The Pamlico District Free Will Baptist WAC (NC) held
their spring meeting on April 12. The theme was
“Thirsting for God.”

Mary Ellen Rice (pictured above) of Morchca.d City
NO) spoke. She is former missionary t.o Erazﬂ and
current superintendent of Beaufort Christian Academy.

WAC Chairman, Wendy Ramsey, presented the district
project report toward the state’s fall goal for the
Matthews Missions Building Fund.

F. Central Texas District holds Retreat
Twenty-three women from the Fellowship FWB
Church of Bryan attended the retreat held at Piney
Woods.

G. Hosanna FWB Women Hold Provision Closet
Shower

Pictured: (back row, leftto right) Dotothy Decket, Ma'rgarct.
Misee, Audra Fae VanCleave, Ronda Moore, baby Muney Sisk,
Tracie Dorsey, Tammie Sisk, Becky Aldrich (v?cc prcsndcnt.).
(front row) Mary Frisbee, Nancy Moqrc (president), Ma;]gli
Williams, Diana Leagans, Jessica Aldrich (song lcadc.r), Nickey
Rogers, Ashley Moore, Lacey Moore (recordfr and pianist),
Minnie Carr, Nellie Griffith (photographer 124

Lettens to
WNAC

Dear WHAC.

We are so thankful for the staff at WNAC and all the
women in our denomination who are faithful in
following the Lord’s Commandment to “Go ye . ..”
Not all are called to go, some are called to send.

God is faithful even when we fail. Thank you for your
prayers. God is opening many doors here in Fort
Collins. We are getting to know many families in the
neighborhood around the church. The children are
playing with our children. Many are coming to church.
Pray for Moms and Dads to come and get saved so
they can have happy homes.

Thank you for your prayers and support. We know that
God will bless and supply your every need.

Sandy Raper

Missionary to Fort Collins, CO

Dear WHAC,

Praise the Lord for the women of our denomination
who give of themselves through finances, time, and
talents to provide for the provision closet, etc. They are
such a testimony for the Lord and a blessing to
missionaries.

Thank you WNACI

Nathan, Linda, Daniel, and Megan Snow
Missionaries to Japan

Dear WHAC.

Thank you for your generous support of our ministry.
We are excited about returning “home” to Céte
d’Ivoire [left for field on June 10, 1996].

Paul, Rhoda, Deborah, and Joseph Creech
Missionaries to Cote d’Ivoire <
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Dear God,

Maybe you understand me. I try fo be
helpful, but sometimes people don't
appreciate my help. Mommy somehmeas
gets impatient. I like to make the beds
as soon as I get up. If she is not up yet,
T make her get out of bed. Affer
straighten the sheets and bgdspread as
much as short arms can, I climb up on
the middle of the bed to fix the pillows.
I don't know why I can't pull the
bedspread up. It seems 1o be hung on
something. Mommy helps me finish.

I try to put all my clothes in the

drawers or closet where they belong.
When I take my bath, she puts my
clothes in a straw basket, but I get
them out and put them in the drawers
where they belong. She grabs my i
clothes and puts them ina machine fu

of water. I try to help; but she won't let

me!
Could you help Mommy understand?

Love,

Ruth

Letters to God: A seven-part series of letters from a

special needs child.

THE
REST OF
THE FAMILY
OFFERING

SEPTEMBER 1996

INCLUDES:

Women Nationally Active for Christ
Executive Office

Retirementand Insurance

FWB Foundation

Master’'s Men

National Youth Conference

Music Commission
Radio/Television Commission
Historial Commission

Theological Integrity Commission

Ten ministries
that provide resources
and services for us all.

The Together Way Plan
P.O. Box 5002
Antioch, TN 37011-5002
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This article, though addressed to high school
students, should serve ag 3 reminder

be missionaries where we are., Also,
neglect the training of the youth in
that they will be able to do God’
school missionaries.

for all of us to
we should not
our church gg
8 will as high

he young pastor, Timothy, eagerly read his first
T letter from the Apostle Paul, “] ot 10 man despise

thy youth; but be thou an example of the belieyers .
in conversation .. .” To Timothy his church was his
field, and Paul had just given him 5 i

Oommission” tq 5
missionary endeavor,

His youth was not a hindrance an
He remained steadfast in the exhort:

used his youth to influence others; he was an “example
of the believers.” The elders looked to him for aid in
the battle of life. He did not neglect his church because
of his youth,

d was not despised.
ations given him, He

High school is one of the
the United States. Yet many
notaccept this challenge, Th

greatest mission fie]ds in
Chtistian young people do
€yare muchlike Jong,

The high school student is 5 Ptime target of false

creator.
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Missionary

by Floyd Wolfenharger

ities 10
Young Christians must see their Oppgt:;l;ay the
schooland do something about them. Ev i
Christian high school student has the oppo
witnessing to others.

on-

InMarch, 1964, I entered a SPC‘?Ch_ conte:t;‘f;e givet!
soted by the Optimist Club. At this mzliiwlike. I then
the privilege of saying anything we woul tness for MY
saw that God had given me a tim_e e d for this
Lotd Jesus Christ. By giving credit to i d of the
accomplishment I may have sown the see This W5
Word to the 600 people there in the room.

|
113 7 SChoo
just one of the opportunities to be a high
missionary.”

anyon®
After studying the Bible, I cannot se€ hg:risﬁ);ﬂ

cankeep from being a missionary. Every_ssi onaty- W.e
young person should be a high school mld orallovit
should use our youth to an advantage an rer influenc®
to be despised. Young people have a grea er to Jeat? I
than they realize. Youngsinners havea huﬂi ey 1ebe
about Christ, but someone must teach thifl listen only ¥
against the older generation and many w.

those their own age. - ample

The “high school missionary” must be e knoW

B 2 t pcop
of believers . . _in convetsation . . . Lcant to talk 10
i . 0
thatyou are 5 Christian; then, if they W ho to come t
. w.
someone about Jesus, they will know

help
. to
riptur® ™
Second, read your Bible, Know the Scrip

: ible, 1t
them with thejr problems. By reading thteu}(}ients-
help us to live a better life before other fd «yedo Cfr’a
Won’t make so many mistakes. Jesus Sm22’,29). This !
notknowing the Scriptures” (Matthew £

major mistake of Christian youth.



exciting plays
for women

Touched with De'ig'lt

A Collection of Plays for Women

order from
WNAC

P.O. Box 5002
Antioch, TN
37011-5002

$3.00 plus
shipping and
handling

VDIHM TWE'UE

Third, we must pray. “The effectual fervent prayet
of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16). Paul
commanded the Thessalonians to “pray without
ceasing” (Thessalonians 5:17). Through prayer we can
win students in our school to Christ. Prayer is the way

tovictory.

Fourth, we must give them a challenge. Tell them
that Jesus suffered pain, thirst, mocking, and eventually
death for their sins. Show them that youngmen and
women who lived dedicated, Christian lives gained
honor and respect. Joseph became 2 ruler in Egypt.
Daniel gained respect in the eyes of the king of
Babylon. The three Hebrew children couldn’tbe burn.t
in the furnace. Samuel became judge over Israel. David
became king and Solomon began to reign at the age of
12. Aslong as these men led dedicated lives tbey gained
honor. Show them that sin will bring about dishonot,
notonly on them but their families. Delinquents
eventually turn into hardened criminals and many can be
helped only while they are young; Our duty is to show
Jesus Christ to them.

Invite a friend to church every day. Many willaccept
value of one

the invitation. We cannot comprehend the

soul. For he can work to win others to Christ, but he
must be won first.

One Saturday morning, Edward Kimble, a Sunday
school teacher, felt compelled to go to a neighborhood
shoe store to speak to one of his students about Christ.
On that day in the back of the shoe store Dwight L.
Moody began a new life in Jesus Christ. That one soul
was called to preach, and became the greatest evangelist
of his time. Moody preached to Britains and Americans
alike. And you, by accepting the challenge of the high
school, may lead another D. L. Moody to Jesus. But we
must work now, for Christ is soon coming and we
have the responsibility of our fellow-students.

You, as a Free Will Baptist youth, can be a high
school missionary in one of the greatest fields on earth
rightnow!

Reprinted from the December 1964 issue of Contact Magazine.
Used with permission.

Floyd Wolfenbarger wrote this article when he was a 15-year-old high
school student. He later became one of the great preachers of the Free
Will Baptist denomination. He went to be with the Lord in 1985.
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d, but doingit=
: inawhat hehas heard,
"But themanwholooks intently into the perfect lawthat gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting

hewill be blessedinwhat he does." James 1:25 (NIV)

misconception

‘\ he voice of the people is the voice of God.”
Sounds popular, but it is untrue. If 80 percent of
the population agrees with a statement, it still

doesn’t make it true, What are some popular
beliefs that we need to look out for? Here is one, Can you
think of any more?

Education is the key to success. Who wouldn’

TR X

t agree
8t 7]
with such a statement? As 2 former teacher and someone 1
who spent umpteen years in school, T would be the first to [
say, “Yes, that is a good statement.”

LE LT ]

Is education the key to success? Really? You can haye a
Ph.D. in physics and be tota]

y off when it comes to issues ==
of life and death, heaven and

hell. What good will a Ph.D. _
i ity? 5 -
do in eternity; % —
Let me climb onto my teacher’s S02p box for a fey ?E‘?:'
minutes. Listen, young woman,
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. $8t0om days
will come back to haunt you. You will ejthey think, “T wish |
had paid attention in that clags?

k not

2 o I3 1 d I 100 What
Or you will breathe 5 sigh of relief and say to yourself, “Am I gia d at

that class!” You disagree? Okay, maybe you won’t

does become useful—mg

il be surPrse 1 I
use every single fact you learn, but you will be Whe
re than yoy would expec
getting dizzy, Please, help

t.
me get off my $0ap box,

Now, that’s better. Education g not the gec
good. So, study. But study with

everything in the light of G
His work. What you accompl;

; God,
TCt to success, The real secret to success is to obey
the right Motivation, The

hen ¥ i ] to
whe €

1 you will experience success because Whe e ves

s Word

3 a Smta
Lo how to serve God. You are becoming
G tnal success,

» You are leaming

God will mean ete
The secret to success is obedj

€nce to God’s lay, o 7 See 1he i
Continued in the nescs ; - at it

I(JdZZ.)”W S o o other popular beliefs that are o Irue, why not write Col.aboret abo helP

—~10
: , ou I
Aoll:lo'rr:; Fri'orrc\: l:hg Editor: Hey Actionetteg (or any teenage readers), this page is for )rl've GOdés’
?nvi'rge y:)vu ';o s:;\SJ ;:"\:\ ;r;) Igtireaders of CoLaborer knoy about the great ways Y: ua d Pidugooz’
; erial or topic age., X

we I_ove seeing yoyr fabuloys sm'le.sFl’ Ashqyiou wun—LTO 58 nked about on This pod

Antioch, Tennessee 37011-500 YPUr ideas, exe
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Phoenix, Arizona

When the North Valley FWB Church obtained the
building permit, they were required to dedicate 25 feet
along one side of the property for a strect and they
were told they would have to pave it. A developer who
is building a new subdivision around the church has
Promised to pave the street for the church. This is an
answer to prayer. Another answer to prayer was funds
that were supplied to buy a new permanent sign for the
church,

r someone to

The George Harveys request prayer fo
help with the

Start a Spanish ministry and someonc to
youth ministry.

Madison, Wisconsin

Five new converts were baptized as a tes
fiew found faith in Jesus Christ on April 28. All
adults who were contacted on door-to-door visi
t‘md after some contact welcomed the Carlie Lloyds
into their homes for Bible studies. The Lloyds also
report that they have started Bible studies with two new
families,

tjmony of their
five are
tation

Laconia, New Hampshire
Three new families have been added to Hcritage. FWB
Church recently. Missionary Joel Nason was discipling
as many as six families, one each night of the week.
After he ran out of nights to meet with people, he
started a new converts class. Three-fourths of the new
converts in this work had never heard the gospel
before.

dness to preach the

r the growth of
new

The Nasons request prayer for bol
gospel to the citizens of Laconia, fo :
few converts as they face many obstacles in their
life for Christ, and for more souls to be added to
Christs Kingdom through their outreach.

MISSION ALERT:  f

Evangelism News from Around the World

Kopeysk, Russia

Free Will Baptists are helping a Russian missionary plant
a church in Kopeysk. The city of 80,000 people has no
evangelical church of any kind. As of June 26, the
evangelistic team who went to Kopeysk for a two-
weeks evangelistic campaign reported 68 public
confessions of Christ and 48 who had signed up for
Bible studies. The team was lead by Jimmy and Janie
Aldridge who stayed on for six weeks after the team
left to help follow up on contacts. Pray for the success
of the gospel in Kopeysk and for the Russian pastor.

Montevideo, Uruguay
Vacation Bible School at Malvin Alto was a bang with
50 people packed into the church on the peak day.

Dave and Becky Franks (Jr.) request prayer for the
church at Malvin Alto while they are on furlough. They
are grateful that lay-pastor Ruben Figueroa has stepped
in to lead the church during their absence. Ruben and
Doiia Mercedes are teaching the Sunday school classes.
Edilva (Ruben’s wife) is teaching the Sunday night
children’s class and the Wednesday women’s Bible
study. As of June, two people were waiting to be
baptized as soon as the weather permitted.

St. Nazaire, France

Jerry and Barbara Gibbs are praising the Lord for a
youth-led service held at the St. Nazaire church on May
5. The young people conducted the entire worship
service. They gave reports on the youth retreat which
was held in April, presented testimonies, read Scripture,
led the singing, and had special music. Praise the Lord
for the spiritual growth of these young people.

The Gibbs request prayer for the unsaved family of
Anne Concard, a member of the church who died as a
result of complications from an accident. %
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nce upon a time there was 4 Jj
named Amanda, Amanda w
girl with bright eyes and wi
She liked to swim with her
Grandmother’s pool and sometimes g
to school at East Cheatham Element

ttle girl

as a pretty
nning smile,
cousins in her
he liked going
aty,
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by Wanda J. King

he

S
much-
Amanda loved her daddy, Joe, very pt on

and Slc
Went to work with him when she CC;UCJS oy
a pallet while he painted all arounc_i htsiand
Pretty good at shopping for new tig

; id whatever
hairbows ang most of the time he did w
asked him tq do.

she



But, Amanda had a problem that bothered her
very much. She talked about it sometimes with
some of her friends and once she talked to her
daddy about it. It made her daddy’s face very sad-
looking so she mostly kept it to herself.

Amanda wanted a mommy. A year ago she had a
teally good mommy named Stephanie and a step-
brother named Michael. (He was a good brother—
for a boy.) But, there were problems between her
daddy and mommy and one day Stephanie and
Michael went to live in Nashville. At first, Amanda
liked having her daddy all to herself. But, he wasn’t
s much fun to play with as Michael.

There was another special friend of daddy’s that
he had not seen in a while—a Friend they say is
closer than a brother; someone who knows how
many hairs are on your head; someone who loves
You enough to die in your place. And when Joe
became so very lonely, he remembered that old
Friend and decided to look Him up. Joe decided to
80 to New Hope Free Will Baptist Church. Hc.
knew some people there who were friends of his
Ftiend and felt certain he would find Him there.
And you know what? He did!

Then, on a regular basis, Joe and Amanda began
o Visit this Friend at New Hope. Joe also began
Carrying Him with him wherever he went.

Still, Amanda wanted a mommy. S0 she talked to
her daddy again and he smiled and told her to keep
her eyes open for a good candidate. Amanda began

IOOking'

She thought about her neighbor and paift-t.lmC
sitter, Mrs, Francen. She was kind, warm, loving _a“d
an excellent cook. But, she had her own grandchil-
dren to love, 2 mother to care for and besides, she
couldn’t live with Amanda because she was already
Marrjed)

She checked out her daddy’s Sunday school
teacher, Mrs, Wanda. She took Amanda to 2 fun
Mexican restaurant and made good pony tails, but,
She made Amanda take too many baths and her
husband, Mr, Sonny, made her sit up straight at the

dinner table and when she stayed overnight, she
had to sleep with their teenager. Yuck!

So Amanda decided to check around the church;

. and, we can’t tell you everything, but once she even

asked someone to marry her dad!

Nothing was working—that Amanda could see.
Yet, deep in the hearts of many of Joe’s friends were
prayers for God’s divine intervention.

And one day, Stephanie called!
And one day, they saw each other.

And one day, Stephanie came to New Hope Free
Will Baptist Church to meet Joe’s friends and she
was introduced to his Best Friend.

“My mommy’s here,” Amanda beamed proudly
as she told everyone she saw.

Soon Stephanie went to Joe’s best Friend and
asked Him to be real in her life, too.

Joe and Stephanie realized that this one Friend
would make a difference in a marriage and one day,
Joe and Stephanie got married again.

Now, Amanda has a mommy and a stepbrother
named Michael. (He is a good brother for a boy.)

We hope before long Amanda and Michael will
come to know Joe and Stephanie’s wonderful
Friend. With a lot of prayer and in the will of God,
they will all live happily ever after. %

Names used with permission.

Wanda King is a member of New Hope Free Will Baptist
Church in Ashland City, TN.
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Programs
1* place:
2 place:
3 place;
4™ place:

Articles

1* place:
2" place:
3 place:
4™ place:

AN _ ANEEAN _ ANEEAN

Poetry
1* place:
2" place:
3 place:
4™ place:

Plays

1* place:
2™ place:
3" place:

Art

1* place:

AN ANEIAN _ ANEIAN  ANEIAN i\

CREATIVE ARTS CONTEST WINNERS

a /] £ Al £ /] £ £ 4 Z 4 Z a

1996

“The World at My Front Door” Ruthann Hall, Nashville, TN
“Harvesting the Garden of Your Soul”  Judy Delong, Hager Hill, KY
“Pass it on” Carolyn Franks, Mantachie, MS
“Word Garden” Atlene Branum, Purcell, OK
“The Sneaker Story” Patricia Collins, Omaha, NE

“Sweeter than Honey” Teresa Sergent, Wise, VA

“Learning to Fish Right”  Ruth Bivens, Pharr, TX

“The Cemetery Club” Cheryl Akers, Jacksonville, FI,

There is Music Vicki Turner, Carterville, MO

Must They Grow up so Fast? Laura Mae Armbrister, Strang, OK
March On! Cheryl Akers, Jacksonville, FI,

God Wants our Days to Go Well Ruby June Pickering, Dardanelle, AR

The Birth of Baby Jesus—According to the Animals Linda Key, Auburndale, FL.
Anything is Possible Through God Suzy Virden, Woodlawn, IL

1 Only Wish Ruth Bivens, Pharr, TX

“Faithful Post” Carolyn Franks, Mantachie, MS

AL NN )N AN ANIRN )N )N
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L
Wh 1 ) o
She c0ulc}1, isn’t she involved in the Lord’s service?
“But Ofdo a lot of thiﬂgs.” ¢
sa POoiOSlgf—e- she has such a poor self-image.”
not alone, Som -image getting you down? You're
Problems, and e~0f God’s choice servants had
oses’ha d ac;odb?ffcred solutions.
roblem
en G .
gYpt to re:i}:l:ngaChed him about returning to
about the failyre hc people, T suppose he thought
beople, remem}, A had been. He tried to help the
ate it. His atte er? And his people did not appreci-
araoh, Bett:pts- only got him into trouble with
out of here whilqult’ .hc must have thought, and get
Would not expe ¢ I still have my head. Sure’ly God
But Goq Saidc t«séch a failure to do a job for Him.
cFIi)reole\i out? ome and I will send you to bring
st, .
0ses exclaimed, “Who am I that I should

80?” God
: a
with yoy » fNswered this question with, “I will go

Next M
oses claj
Name and couldi,lmmed that he did not know God’s

God ’t tell
sent ::l s:‘(’)ered that :laithe Rfl(:Ple who had sent him.
k¢ you.” with, “Tell th
God ange, o= said, ¢
SWi : o Thi : .
a§ked Wag efroerd 1\1,[}“8 by sho Y ‘gmll\i[not listen to me.”
Vin oses all that He

his han, (o)
Jdand, 5e8 G
b the hand jesclf ¢ what he had—the rod in

o
Spea » ot »
eaker, 1 .., me,” Moses cr:
an’t $ cried, “I
speak , “I am not a good

S exc 1
i use i 1n fro
nt of »
; a : ot peo
e wi question, “\Wy, people.” God met
h yo o made your tongue?

“PI ur

Who c:ilslii Lorg, iuzzosl:et:dand teach you.”
oses? a8k for more heslonz}fb()dy sl o
Tessnaia): . p than God promised

10 Speak to p . ¥
to hj oblem. W
y(?:?' I'm thl(f EZOPIC, Jcrcrniakfl::idG S? called him
7 God noyOung” “Don’t let 1t can’t do it
S & E " Lon't] i :
you, Plied. “I will be wite}tl ty}:;lrtfa‘él‘*hbother
O deliver

“Pm sure someone can do a better job than I

can.”
“]’m too young—or t00 old.”
«] can’t do that. I don’t speak well enough.”
« can’t be a leader. ’m a nobody. Why should

anyone listen t0 me? ”
«Get somebody else.” Have you heard these

excuses? Maybe you even used some of these when

you wete asked about filling 2 position, speaking to

your women’s group, teaching 2 Sunday school class.
How about God’s presence and power? Or God

as your speech teacher?

«Oh,” you say, “But I am not Moses.” Certainly
not. You have even more than Moses.

God has identified Himself with you in the person

of the Lord Jesus Christ. He has sent the Holy Spirit
as your teacher and guide. The written word is
complete and casily available to you-

His presence to guide, His power to aid you, His
wisdom at your command—these are all yours for

the asking.

Now, what was your excuse?

615-731-38379
el MHS:carolc@fwam
hs.compuscrve.com

CompuServ
@fwbfm.m

Internet: carole

ColLaborer SEPT * O

,4‘

CcT 19%

31



September is
Memorial Student Loan Month

Invest in the future

CoLaborer Magazine
P.O. Box 5002

Antioch, TN 37011-5002
Periodical postage paid at Antioch, Tennessee
and additional mailing offices

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to above
address.




