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Gazing upon my neighbor’s array of garden
blooms, Janina, her housekeeper, stoically pro-
claimed. “In our village, this was not allowed. We
could grow no flowers, only vegetables.” My heart
ached for this Polish immigrant whose hard work
ethic and “no frills” values had been shaped and
molded under such restrictions.
No flowers, only vegetables? There’s nothing
wrong with vegetables. I freeze them, can them, and
consume them. Ask anyone who knows me well. |
love vegetables. They have their place. But vegetables
are not flowers. Women's magazines often create crafty edible centerpiec-
es and vegetable bouquets. (Would these have been permitted in Janina's
village?) Let's face it. A broccoli crown just isn't a rose.

No flowers, only vegetables? This utilitarian view sometimes spills
over into the Christian life. In our striving to do all we can for Christ, we
sometimes neglect the blossoms for the beans. We fail to perceive and

Sarah Fletcher

cultivate beauty.
Inside us all are longings for beauty. God created us in His image and

God is a lover of beauty. Just look at a sunset or a mountain peak or a
tiny bloom. His plan for the Old Testament Temple included not only
brass lavers and gold furniture, but also intricate carvings of almond
blossoms. Flowers, not vegetables.

The disciples, however, grew only vegetables when Mary anointed the
feet of Jesus with oil. “Do you know how much that cost? We could have
sold it and given it to the poor!” No one could argue their pragmatic
defense. In contrast, Jesus saw the beauty. He drank in the fragrance that
filled the room and declared it an unforgettable moment in history.

Flowers are momentary and fading. So is life. We are to press toward
the mark and aim for excellence, but our pursuits should involve both
beauty and the best. Following Christ's example, we should seize beauti-
ful moments and peer through open windows of the eternal.

Look for beauty in others. Christian writer Calvin Miller has coined
the term “Christify.” He encourages believers to look for the Christ quali-
ties in every individual—to see each person as a unique creation, in need
of redemption. No doubt our efforts in church growth and evangelism
would excel if we envisioned others as beautiful unwon trophies of His
grace.

Cultivate beauty within ourselves. Because beauty originates in the
heart, we are beautiful when our hearts are filled with His presence. One
of our writers states, "In a world full of thorny self-serving hearts, the
heart of a woman committed to Him is like a rare and beautiful flower.”
The old familiar hymn resounds this theme:

Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me.

All his wonderful passion and purity.

O, Thou Savior divine, all my nature refine,

Til' the beauty of Jesus be seen in me.

Are we planting flowers or vegetables? Grow both. Tend to the gar-
dens; water, weed, and harvest. Eat the vegetables, but enjoy the flowers.
Soak in the beauty which only flowers possess. Let that beauty radiate to

the world.
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S A SCHOOLTEACHER,

one of my biggest pet

peeves is students who do
just enough to get by. Their goal is
to pass or to stay on the ball team
or to keep parents happy with C’s
so they won't be grounded. Best
and excellence don’t seem to be in
their vocabulary.

As Christians we must be care-
ful not to fall into that same rut.
Whether it is the church base-
ment bulletin board, the next
Sunday school lesson we teach,
or the trio part we're learning,
our service for the Lord should
be of top quality. He deserves

our best.

You have probably heard the story of the
woman cleaning out her freezer. She found
a turkey deep within which had been put
there four years before. The freezer burn
was obvious. She lamented that she had let
the turkey stay so long it would no longer
“cook up” well and expressed that the meat
would no doubt be tough and dry after its
extensive stay in the freezer. She even called
the Butterball hotline to ask their opinion,
and they agreed that while it would not be harmful to
eat it, the meat would not be tasty or juicy. Her stingy
side felt pangs of guilt as she contemplated throwing it
out. Then the thought came to her. She could donate it
to the food drive at church!

Christians must guard against giving God the left-
overs. Our talents, our money, our time, our very
_lives belong to Him. He deserves the firstfruits—

not the last dregs.”

Excellence—
Our Duty

Do you remember the little chorus,
“After All He's Done for Me”?
After all He's done for me,
After all He's done for me,
How can I do less
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by Joy Corn

Than give Him my best
And live for Him completely
After all He's done for me.
Our gift of excellence is our response to God's excel-
lent gift. He is pleased with nothing less. In Malach!
1:8, God rebukes those who had been trying (o sub-
stitute blind, lame sacrifices for the best which He had
required. In contrast, David insisted on paying for the
threshing floor and the sacrifice (2 Samuel 24:24)
because he realized what we give to God is to be a
sacriFice of praise. Our best will cost us something. lﬂle
doesn’t want just leftover minutes, efforts, and gifts.
He desires and deserves the best.

When the goal is excellence, a first required eleﬂ?‘fm
is planning. | ast minute, thrown-together, improvnseC}
projects and performances are rarely excellent. Pau
said, “I press toward the mark” (Philippians 3:14). !—le
had the goal in mind. You must envision a supertof
outcome and have a strategy to reach it.
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ans God laid out for Noah
for Moses in building the
the product reflected careful
ion of the plan. God
gave Noah instruc-
tions detailing mate-
rials, dimensions,
and floor plan all the
way to windows and
the door, and Noah
did “all that God com-
manded Him” (Genesis
6:22). Exodus 40:16
tells that Moses did
his job ‘“according (o
all that the Lord had
commanded him,” and
mith wisdom and under-
manner of workmanship,”

: Con}sider the specific pl
?1 building the ark and
albem'acle. In both cases,
Planning and thorough execut

Begin your quest
for excellence
with planning

and goal-setting.

Think ahead and

follow through.

E?aonsj around him worked
foll ing, in knowledge and all
owing the plan (Exodus 35:31).
COSlOdfhaS demonstrated over and' over t'hat He is a
Dlann(‘) order and design. The universe itself shows
i Ing and precision; the_resul? was very gt_)od
ks esis 1:31). We are to be like Him, and meeting
g standard of excellence will require that we have
plan.
Chlllfrci]]ou are the, special music ¢
Eaderl children’s activity coordmgtor,
GXceué or W_hatever your role, begin you!
o1l nce with planning and goal-setting. T
follow through.
"hg\ﬂoﬁhe" element in excellence is preparation.
mOreg closely tied to planning pr'epal-atlon takes
| il elbow grease. My home economics teacher knew
s alslh'e was talking about when she stressed setting
4 ingredients before beginning a baking project.

i i ]

' oive you ever got halfway through assembling a recipe
‘ chocolate oatmeal cookies and realized you'd used
before? Or like my

\ t
| riinlgs.t of the cocoa two weeks e
ents f in Illinois, have you mixed all the wet ingred1-
give t}?r the cake only to realize the c.ookb_ook doesn’t
of exc eldry ingredients? Preparation 1s an mt.egral part
Luke lence because it makes the plan possible.
towey € 14:28 says, “For which of you, intending to build a_
é i Smet,’} not down first and counteth the cost, whether
g fo';e sufficient to finish it? Lest, haply after he hath laid
egin tnd““o”, and is not able to finish it all that .behold it
u 0 mock him.” Preparation for excellence involves
lCauOn, training, and practice. Implied in all three
hese is time. If something is worth doing, it will

Tequire 1 4
quire time (o do it well. “Whatsoever thy hand findeth

0 ; e
w20 do it with thy might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). Paul said,

prreés toward the mark” (Philippians 3:14). :
church?YOjU a member of a singing group at }1/(225
logethe Excellence will require scbedulnllg practi :

€r, being open to constructive criticism and

akip
8 changes to improve the product.

¢ coordinator in your
WAC prayer
ur quest for
hink ahead

Are you a Sunday school teacher? Excellence will
require study and prayer over the course of the Wlk
before you give your lesson to prepare your own it td
and heart. It will demand time to get to knowmln :
class and how to communicate with them effectiv):’(lnn
Are you a nursery coordinator in you chur(}llll’l
Excellence V\{I“ require preparation in scheduli .
wor_kers, havmg supplies on hand, and creatin -
environment in which little ones (and their '11‘{% .
feel comforlable. Don't skimp on prepm‘ationp( A
‘ A th.lrd ingredient for excellence is perse;;era e.
Colossians 3:23, “Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 'fbb-
the Lord.” The Christian seeking excellen(:e w)_,”(l-\ 10
:-sel.t]e f()r what is most convenient or simplest h]-‘ HOE
it is Christ Himself he is striving to please —(t‘fﬂllls_t.
th'e one evaluating our effort. When our earl.hlilol:o 15
misses the point or our hours of effort are overl)(/)okeb?
by those we seek to serve, we do not give up, becau '(>
we know Jesus sees and understands. Paul s“lild 4 ‘ ?t
t(jw(frd the mark for the prize of the high ca.lli;r( o}‘ G P; T
S,hnst ]gsus” (Philippians 3:14). The word priqq— in'l();lilfl'
.speedmg on earnestly,” “seeking eagerly aft‘e‘r X 'l‘ll 6
is no casual Christianity here. Paul was in )L;I'Q 'tlmf
ef<ce_llence because his goal was to please the %or;iu]‘ ‘O‘
Christ. If we are pursuing excellence, we wlill )&el&::*
Yere-—kgep on keeping on-with the assurance th'lu our
labour is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Corinthians 1“3"38)I
Our perseverance is also a tremendous f:ac{(;; il;
o‘ur.te_stlm()ny to coworkers, customers, and fell
Christians. “Seeth thou a man [who excels in’his‘ work| ¢ Ll);l\:
shall stand before kings; he will not stand befbre~ [ unkn). (
men” (Proverbs 22:29). When we are diligenl in( W”/_
work, the gospel is more attractive to those around L(l):“

Excellence— ‘
The Danger |

Though it is a worthy,
biblical goal, striving for
excellence evokes inher-
ent dangers that must be
avoided. One such danger
is the paralysis of perfec-
tionism. That is, “If I cant
do the job perfectly, I won't
do it at all.” Jesus rebuked the
man who was given one talent
because he buried it in the ground fearing the dis:
proval of his master. Your best may not be the be:tlbldp_
God expects you to use what you have. When »01 ):H
ahead without total self-confidence, you will ﬁy 1u| &-0‘
strength is made perfect in weakness, and He (111( l~lb
anyone who is surrendered to Him. : il

At a WNAC Convention, Debbie Griffin, missi
ary to Japan, shared about speaking to a ladlies’ i
soon after she finished language school. 'I‘ho‘ugfli1 (1lllml:
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studied hard and prepared diligently, she realized her
language skills were yet inadequate. She implored
the Lord to use her in spite of her weakness with the
language. She recounted that the impact of some of
those earlier efforts was more powerful than in later
times when her Japanese was nearly flawless. God uses
whatever we surrender to Him.

We should not use the excuse that our efforts will
be lacking or less than excellent. As Rick Warren says
in The Purpose Driven Life, “Less-than-perfect service is
always better than the best intention.”

We also must
avoid the tempta-
tion of procrasti-
nation. "l want
to do an excellent
job, but conditions
are just not right
yet.” Like the slug-
gard in Proverbs
20:4 who “will not
plow by reason of the
cold,” the devil lures us to inaction with the false prem-
ise that there will be a perfect time to act. Meanwhile,
we fail to sow the seed or give the cup of cold water
or whatever the Spirit has moved us to do. Ultimately
there is no crop or witness because we have made
excuses rather than obeying the Holy Spirit. We fear
“the lion in the street” (Proverbs 22:13)—that is, the
imagined hurdle—and fail to take action. Don't let a
goal of excellence be your excuse for laziness or self-
consciousness.

A third danger is in comparison—expecting our
service to be a carbon copy of someone else’s. We have
to combat the paranoia that someone else could do
the job better. “They...comparing themselves among them-
selves are not wise” (2 Corinthians 10:12). Remember,
our ministry is to the Lord. We are not trying to please
men, but the God who created us. Because our gifts
and talents are uniquely designed, our service will be
tailor-made too. When you are totally surrendered to
God's will for your life, your service will be pleasing to
Him and to you.

Don’t let a goal
of excellence

be your excuse
for laziness or
selfconsciousness.

Excellence—
His Delight

Paul said “I press
toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 3:14).

Back to the schoolroom:

If given the choice, I'll take a

student who wants to please

his teacher over a student with

Colaborer SEP « OCT 2005

a high 1Q any day. He is teachable, diligelln, p‘re%&re}i
and striving for the go.'ql. He ma){' nOI 1.?lve‘ 1‘:‘ lt. ¢
natural skills, but his attitude nnd_ (ebl;tf\l/(l ta ‘g. m?]
further than the student who thinks he knows it a

[ >ase himself
ut to please only hin o
an'tli‘lise(zlltimﬁe goal in service for the Christian is to
( .

i . we serve. “Be obedient...in singleness of
i On;mo éhrist; Not with eyeservice, as men-
o Il of God from the heart; With gooll
will doing service, as (o the Lord, and not to nu’n.: I\'nozf'iII%
that whatsoever good thing any marn d(:elh, {]}(’ same .slza],
he receive of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:5-8). The ultimate
satisfaction from excellence will come when the lior,d’
whom it has been our goal to PIC?S&‘, says to F]i,.?\,\‘»c[]
done, thou good and faithful servant (Matthew 25:21).

Now that will be excellent.

your heart, !
pleasers;... doing the wi

Jov Corn is a pastor's wife and
.s'i.\"I/l grade teacher from Ashland
City, TN. She and husband Randy
l‘(’("(’llll\' celebrated their 25th wed-
ding anniversary and 10th anniver-
sary serving the Bethlehem FWEB
C/I;H'('/l. The Corns have two sons.
both attending FWBBC. Besides Ier
position at Pleasant View Christian
v hats also include WAC secretary,
. [ pianist, adult Sunday school

School, Joy's minis
volunteer choir director anc
teacher, and VBS worker.




Just a little marble

ur sy .
nall church has always cared

about
i%a})'{;:[‘]l]fi Supported Free Will
SLMISsionaries K
and Interng(: arles, both Home

sion church, oy, c()n[?%én. as g
Women Actiye for C &l-?g‘ltl()l] e
SpeEA bird, C l. (ll.m:sl have sensed a
‘l ; urden fo, missionaries and the
\Is;(.),l,lr,svl\l/!fly A€ rying to reach. At First
g ‘«l Baptist Church, Greenville
SC, we've sought 14 SUPPOTrt missionar.
ies with our prayers and monel;; ’if‘“ls
However, like mog /\merican:y ﬁu%.
with Sitic lifestyles, we <son‘1,elim?f
forget. ¢ } -

We fail to re
our |ni§si0mries Serve in areas with
unimaginable living conditions. Little
1h|ngs we take for granted, lhe}; olﬂen
consider a hlcssing. More importantly,

we sometimes forget to pray.

Mother and daugh-
ter Vannie Stone (prayer
chairman) and Brenda
Smith (program chair-
man) discovered a way
to help us remember.
They gave each member
of our church a marble
with these instructions.
Men were to keep the
marbles in their pock-
ets; ladies would keep
their marbles on their
bathroom vanities. Each
time we felt or saw the

member that some of

by Joyce Bowers

Originators Vannie Stone and Brenda Smith

marble, we would stop and pray for a
missionary who needed a special touch
from God at that moment.

Just a little marble, but what a great
awakening. These little glass balls have
changed the prayer habits of people
in our church. They've also brought
encouragement and strength to our
missionaries. Only eternity will
reveal the full results of these
daily prayers.

We're thankful for missionaries
who are willing to go and share
the gospel. We're also thank-
ful for little marbles that God
used to set our church afire in
prayer for the world. “To God be
the glory, great things he hath
done.” We're confident, that as
we continue to pray, He will do
even greater things.

ABOVE AND ABOVE LEFT: Greenville WAC members display their
little marbles.
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blessings

lessings come il.l snmll‘l)l(?xcls
for West Virginia WAC (lal(-
ers Jody Sullivan ,anq ‘I?(‘).) )){
Bowen. Since 1999, they \f{(’ ]‘(fl:vﬁjr
and routed lh(.)usnnc‘is ‘(1)'|:1K
Operation Christmas (,’n (‘(,)W()rkcr
Seven years ;lg(),.‘d b
introduced Jody to tll}s )vx./'tm e
lmnmnilm'im\» '.\}d progr (\). g
distributes gift-filled \1_0)\((5/\“ i
dren all over the wm\}. ).K{,%;n,
volunteer, Jody \wg.m -\.‘“e\‘. ﬁ
boxes for the collection cer <
her coworker’s church.

Bobby's shoebox cnlhusm.sm
o « 2T n
temmed from an Operatio
ste o
Christmas Child

workshop at
AC’s 1999 Fall Rclrv;jlj Shg
X\i(\:l\ym[k)mmli()n lm‘(‘k l(z‘:ullrg/l\]//\i(l;
at Prince of Peace 'WB 1/‘“' Y
Huntington. The gr()upl( (ﬂ: d 1o
adopt OCC as a yearly c jlll(() |,I )X(L
ect, filling as many ;15_38 “boxe:
"I in their small congregation. |
WIFI}IW next year, both women began
praying ('()n('cr.ning Wlin lhl;;}i/: :1)::::1
become more involve d m‘ in-
istry. Meanwhile, sensing a nuci (
15“_)/_-‘ the local coordinator started
w‘l.“(" » for a replacement. ’
P'(‘){”‘? answered each woman's
e ('(:l. .In~2()()(), Jody was ('Iu.)sc}]
I(qlll(: area coordinator and Prince
;(‘)} ll’]c(;u('c Church l)(“(‘am‘c }lx‘(‘ ()k\({;
collection center for lua%s‘.lt‘r.n VA,
Southeast OH, and .Wts.l(llllj ﬁ(m'
Under Jody's leadership, (l() u "
has grown f‘r()r-n 7()()()"‘)(.)%“5)1 n
1999 to 27,()()().1111 2004. { 118 )y‘m p
collection goal is 30,000 )())ﬁ:s,ﬂl“—
Though both women vl\/(l)l k il
time jobs, Jody and I}())‘)y (Iun-
sider themselves [U”lll/n_tl v‘() "
iccrs. Throughout the ymlA lluy S,i(v)f
busy (‘()l\ld('li{\g new (h'm,(li]lztl i’nd
ing presentations, m()_tlvf\“n;: ;u d
securing vnlunl.ccrs,. pl()VAI( i\,nlld
plies for participating gl()up“' ‘(m
getting ready for collection season.
Colaborer
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Annual colle

clions  occyy the
week before Th

anksgivin
Truck Lineg provides

semi-trailer in the
lot. 'l‘hmughoul the week,
Persons from varigyg

groups bring the
tions 1o the church. Rel
also deliver (¢ this loc

Bobby and their local cre
the multitude of boxeg
(14-16 boxes pe
them on the
of the week,

& Rodeway
and sets up a
ir church parking
point
churcheg and
it shoeboy collec-
ay centerg
ation, Jody,
W pack
into Cartons
I carton) ang load
trailer, A{ (he end
the shoch()X»laulen
semi pullg away, headeq for
Processing center in (‘,harl()llv,
There the boxes are sorte

and routed (¢ selected
sites,

For the p
Bobby haye
help in the proce
light of g theiy and harg
Work  came this pas year whep,
after the Processing, the pair waé
ipviled L0 80 Overseqg O a distribyy,.
tion trip,

the
NC,.
d, checkeq
dislribulion

ast two years, Jq

dy and
raveled Ch

arlotte o

ssing. The high-

time

lfel)ruary 16

: 22, 2004, founq
them ip Quito, li(‘umlor, distrih.
uting  shoe. '
boxes 4y a
school, a

(*hildren’s
hospital, two
(‘hurchesand
an  Indiap
Vil] g ge.
There, Jody
met and fe|)
in love with
Daisy (die-
ce-see), 4

[~

e il

- 1an g N

four-year-old Quichua \-‘\d put, 2
Clad in filthy sweatshirt,

S

weel®
R w, o he SW n
Jody describes, “with t \

ing
P (]

0
" T 5;\1 S
face,” this little ch;nnulld
-
beside Jody and star

la
y , <he p :
with her. Before long, sl ﬁnnll)

p‘ ay

her head on Jody's Sh“,“‘ldk:l'
she ended up on !0dy S‘ ((‘!hi

Operation (‘,ln‘lSllljdﬁ 0;)0
97 volunteers and 20,_ nd
boxes to Quito, the sec
evangel-
ized city in
South Amer-
ica. One
National
Ecuadorian
pPastor said
of the effort,
“You have
changed
Ecuador’s
history.”

Jody re-
calls  their
distribution
N a (own L’
with no Daisy, a fo!
evangelical

Y

|
_yed r ol

.chool.
Jody passes out booklets at a s
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Bobby Bowen and Jody Sullivan find famil-
iar boxes at the Sisters Prayer Fellowship
in Almaty, Kazakhstan.

church. “A pastor from a neighbor-
ing town had a burden for the town
and wanted to start work there.
They rented a facility never before
rented by a Christian organization.
The kids were invited to church, but
not told about the boxes. Over 400
kids showed up for distribution.”

[ Have shoeboxes, will travel; both
Bobby and Jody agreed that if invit-
ed, they would go again. Wherever.
Their only drawback of the trip was
the four-star hotel accommodations.
The two would have rather experi-
enced more of the local lifestyle.

Shoeboxes seem to follow this
WAC State President and State
Secretary. Attending the recent
Sisters’ Prayer Fellowship in Almaty,
Kazakhstan, the pair elatedly discov-
ered a room at the host church filled
with Samaritan’s Purse boxes.

As seasoned veterans of the pro-
gram, Bobby and Jody offer these
pointers for preparing shoeboxes.

MORE BOXES, NOT MORE CON-
TENT. “People think they are doing
well filling one large box. But huge
boxes could reach more than one
child. Fill more boxes with less
stuff. The number of gifts is not that
important. Reaching children is.”

MEANS To AN END. “The box itself
is very important but is only an ave-
nue to get the gospel into children’s
hands. With every shoebox, workers
give a booklet, The Greatest Gift of
All, written in the child’s language.

Cartoon style. the booklet provides
exposure to the Gospel for parents,
friends and sillings as well as the
Christmas chitd. Bobby remembers,
“One little boy in Quito was so
engrossed in the book, he com-
pletely forgot abont the shoebox."

GREAT COMMISSION OPPORTUNITY.
“God has used this program to ful-
fill the Great Commission in a way
that no single church group could,”
Jody concludes. ‘I don’t know of
any denomination that could make
7.4 million contcts in one year.
Places closed (o missionary activ-
ity such as lraq and Afghanistan
welcome the humanitarian aid of
Samaritan’s Purse and Operation
Christmas Child.’

Information about Operation
Christmas Child and Samaritan’s
Purse ministries is available online
at www.samaritanspurse.org or by
phone at 1-800-353-5949.

With shoebox yet unopened, this boy in
Quito pours over the gospel booklet.

On a number of our mis-
sion fields, the economy is
such that many people struggle
to provide for their family's
basic needs.This is especially
true for pastors, evangelists

and church planters. WNAC
would like to challenge women
to help our national pastors,
church workers, and those in
training in small but tangible
and significant ways that would
lighten their load, brighten their
day and make their task more
enjoyable.

Different fields would ben-
efit from different items. For
instance, given the heat and
manner of dress comon in In-
dia, it would not be particularly
helpful to provide suits for pas-
tors, but in Brazil or Uruguay it
might well be.

SMALL PROJECTS THAT WOULD
BENEFIT FWB WORKERS
AROUND THE WORLD:

shirts

pants

ties

suit or sport coat

pens, pencils, notepads
small calculators

agenda planners

bath linens for students in
training institutes

toiletry items (soaps, deodor-
ants, shaving cream, antibiot-
ic cream,aftershave/cologne
flashlights wibatteries

small shoe shine kits
CONTACT STEVE LYTLE AT
FWBIM FOR SPECIFICS AND/OR

SENDING RECOMMENDATIONS.
DO NOT SEND ITEMS TO WNAC
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very missionary could use

a ‘HLI(‘I\'*CSPCCi’AI|y when

her name is Janice. Just ask
any missionary whose cause she's
undertaken.

Missions chairman for Union
Chapel  F'WB  Church  WAC,
Chocowinity, NC, and for NC’s
Pamlico District, Janice Buck has
creatively initiated, actively sup-
ported and enthusiastically pro-
moted a host of missions projects,

Each year, as part of the NC state
project, her local group gears up
for both a home and international
missions effort and also seeks to
garner support for two Bible col-
leges. This requires fresh ideas and
creativity since outside fundraisers
are not an option for the group.

Fresh ideas and creativity seem
to be Janice’s specialty. In the past
ten years she's created countless
calendars and contests, bulletin
boards and brochures.

Her efforts are not limited to
state projects. She’s led her group in
sending care packages and birthday
gifts. This year, the group bought
matching shirts and ties for all
Ivorian Bible Institute graduates.
For several years, she's personally
supplied and sent fabric for women
in Cote d'lvoire.

When missionaries Clint and
Lynette Morgan shared about chil-
dren’s camp ministry in Central
Asia, Janice got busy creating pic-
ture banks, t-shirts, and posters for
the church’s VBS. These items have
now found their way into homes
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and churches across the nation,
helping send more Kid, (o Kamp.

The enthusiasm is contagious.
Last fall, hearing of a shortage in
missionary Molly Barker's account,
fellow Union Chapel WAC mem-
ber Sarah Faucette came up with a
plan to celebrate a Merry Missions
Christmas. Prepared flyers offered
these giving options:

® INSTEAD OF PURCHASING GIFTS, DONATE THE
AMOUNT YOU WOULD SPEND ON ONE OR MORE
GIFTS TO MISS MOLLY'S ACCOUNT. IT'S A GREAT WAY

TO HONOR FRIENDS AND FAMILY OR PROVIDE THE

PERFECT GIFT FOR HARD-TO-BUY-FOR PERSONS ON
YOUR LIST.

@ REDUCE THE AMOUNT YOU WOULD SPEND
ON ONE OR MORE GIFTS AND DONATE A PERCENT-
AGE TO MISS MOLLY's MISSIONS ACCOUNT.

@ CONTRIBUTE ALL OR A PERCENTAGE OF THE
MONEY GIVEN TO YOU DURING CHRISTMAS TO MIsS
MOLLY’s MISSIONS ACCOUNT

@ INVITE FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO PARTICIPATE
WITH YOU BY CHOOSING ONE OF THE OPTIONS AND
DONATING TO Miss MOLLY’S ACCOUNT,

Janice teamed up and went to
work, creating  beautiful photo
Merry Missions Christmas Cards
(suitable for gift giving) for all who
participated. This Merry Missions
effort added $4,000 to Molly’s
account at a critical time,

Janice’s seemingly endless idea
bank grows out of a deeper motiva-
tion—a burden for the world and

anice designed these

usc a

e ompl
. ; . . i b s missions en
Kidz to Kamp promotional items or her church's VBS mis

every rissiena
csuid

buck

o

a love for God's servants. P?‘S(O.li
wife Laurie Horne notes that l’d”.‘ci
IS in constant communication W‘Eh
missionaries. She gets to know Cf‘;(
missionary on a personal !CVCI ‘? &
is continually thinking of ways >
help. Janice doesn’t just SUPPi)
missions, she takes the next SH‘L{
finding needs and working to me
them. e

Dynamite is how NC State lll‘lﬁ
Worker Diane Bridgman desCl'?g‘_
her fellow laborer. "Janice's PJ;I
sion for missions reaches a IC‘\I/C
that I've not seen before—and sD
does something about it." ‘ i

When FWBIM formed its l]It,l)’
Advisory Council of (‘I'msen 'H;(
professionals who offer l”l".”“‘ »
counsel in missions-related ‘SS.L\I/(:nI
they contacted Janice. Now an f( v
broader audience may benefit 1(“
her ideas and creative ;1pproafhvz5"l

Lvery missionary could us -
buck. All missionaries need “I«]{)@,
cial backing, personal cn(‘()ul;\id
ment, and prayer suPP(”‘}‘_ ative
every church could use lllt‘_(l(.‘i to
talents of women mmmlll((.
God and concerned for the WO_I ) )

Is there a "Janice" in )’t’ll"fﬁT”:Zv,
Is God calling you to take this 1
step in missions support?




BY TRULA CRONK

FEATURE
“START WHERE YOU ARE." When

we attempt to learn something or change
something in ourselves, this adage makes
good sense.

Educators often devise tests to find out just where
the learner is in her grasp or understanding of subject
or skill she wants to pursue. Tests eliminate wasted
teacher time spent on things already learned. Tests keep
pupils from the boredom of repetition and from the
discouragement of attempting tasks too difficult for
their level of maturation.

In the same way, in order to seek more of God's par-
ticipation in our daily lives, we must determine where
we are and where God is in relation to ourselves. We
must put ourselves to the test, asking these questions.

DO | KNOW HIM?

God is either present in our lives or He is not. If Te
is not present, the first step is to invite Him in. What
wonder that the all-knowing, all-powerful God of cre-
ation is already knocking at our heart’s door, pleading
to be let in even before we ask. “Behold, I stand at the
door, and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the
door, 1 will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me” (Revelation 3:20).

We don’t have to go searching to find IHim or even
beg Him to come in. We only have to open the door
of our heart and say, “Yes, Lord, do come into my life.
[ believe that You are who the Bible says You are—the
Son of God who came in the flesh to die in my place
so that my sins, all of them, can be forgiven. I confess
my pitiful, sinful condition. I admit that I can do noth-
ing to wash myself clean enough to make my heart a
suitable dwelling place for you. Come in, clean me up,
and make my heart your home so that my life can bring
glory to your name.”

| once heard a speaker in India say, “God does not
require vessels of gold and silver, but he does require
clean ones.” We have to allow the Lord Himself to
make us clean. Colonial hymn writer William Cowper
declared:

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins,
And sinners plunged beneath that flood

Lose all their guilty stains.
The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day,
And there may I, though vile as he,
Wash all my sins away.”

Upon our invitation, by His Holy Spirit, e comes
in, forgives and cleanses us and makes His dwelling

place in us.

UR PURSUE HIS PRESENCE$PURSUE HIS PRESENCES
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DO | ALLOW HIM?

|ht- qugtunﬂ], then, is .llow .much Space am |
allowing Him?" Have we given Him just a corpe

r of
one room? Or have we remodeled our whole houge
and made it all open space for Him? If | am (g have

more of Him, | must

give Him more of me.
We must want Him o
have His part in every-
thing we do, every-
thing we aim for in
every goal of our lives.
We must allow Him
to redirect us when e
get off course, to check

. us when our minds
are too crowded with the world’s ideas o hear Him

clearly. When we run ahead of Him or shut (he door
to Him, we must ask his forgiveness. We should keep
short accounts with the Lord. As soon as we '.““)gniyle
sin, we should confess it and ask IHis forgiveness,

DO | PURSUE HIM?

Pursuit is a tricky word—like a hunter afte
or a policeman chasing a thief. But this j
picture in pursuing God. Our forefathe
amble to the Declaration of Independence from Greaq
Britain mentioned our right to the pursui of 11(1;);;,:;,();g
Happiness is not something we chase after, | is th
natural fallout of doing the right thing, treating {)lh e
people rightly, and making right choices. “

In the same way, Christians do not run after Gog
they simply pursucA()I)edience to Him who ig alre"u(l,
present. “Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever | mn””;m);
you" (John 15:14). “He that hath my tfommandmm,,(,
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: qnq he ) X
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and [ 1ij] |
and manjfest myself to him....If a man love e
keep my words: and my Father will love him,
come unto him, and make our abode with
14:21,23 What a promise!

DO | LOVE HIM?

Want more of his presence? Love Him mo
[Him better. By obeying, we find joy for
because we then enjoy God's presence.
words, we find joy in lov-
ing God. Obeying is not
easy. We cannot do it in
our own strength. We can
only commit our will to
IHim and let Him create
in us the desire to know
his commandments and
to keep them. Jesus said,
“This is my commandment,

IF I AMTO HAVE
KDRE OF 1M,

| MUST GIVE HIM
MORE OF ME.

r his prey
S not the
IS in the pre.

lat
ove him,
, he will
and we ;|
him.” John

re. Obe
ourselyeg
In ()lh(‘r

WANT MORE
OF His
PRESENCE,
LOVE HIM

MORE,
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That ye |

15:12),
The Bible

we discover

(]ohn

"
ove one another, as I have loved you

contains many commandments ,Wh(]>Ch
Himself g a5 we read God's Word. But .Olllrlw;/er
queq[.e SUMS up all of them in His reply to 13 a1l thy
hea i[ lon. ..-_”mu shalt love the Lord thy God I.U”h'( nis 15
", and with ql] thy soul, and with all thy mind. = Jike
il};e -f"m ,‘f’ld great commandment. And the secont Dhlcse
luz(lyo f" Thou shalt Joye thy neighbour as thyself- O.n ;w,tS”
o u:mnmm]m(mls hang all the law and the b
lanu}:iexﬁi:g\z?o)' Love seems to cover '[ Z.l_l 1'1
Mmandmeny k']';ﬁhlslle, John tells us “And this 15 e of 18
Son Iex‘us"é} tat we should believe on the mm) ils‘vcoi?"
mumh} Mist, and love one another, as he L Son of
ent. Whosoeyer shall confess that Jesus 15 the > 93

God, ¢ ol o 1 . 3:
g od dwelleth iy, him and he in God” (1 John
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Psalm 19:14 “Let the words of my mouth and the medi-
tation of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, 0 Lord, my
strength and my Redeemer.” Psalm 119 contains many
prayers for preparing our hearts to seek God's will and
obey it. One of my favorites is verse 34, “Give me undm:—
standing, and I shall keep thy Law; yea, | shall observe it
with my whole heart.”

DO | OVERFLOW WITH HIM!

Can we be filled with the Holy Spirit? The more we
open our lives to Him, the more we love Him. 'l'hejn(.)re
we obey Him, the more we will find His presence {1_ll.|n.g
our hearts and lives. To be filled with the'l loly Splrll is
to be filled with God's presence. Though we receive the

Spirit  at
salvation,
we are by

OBEDIENCE ISTHE KEY [N
TO KNOW'NGTHE filled to

capac-
PRESENCE OF GOD.. iy, 'thn
there is
nothing
and no one is left

can it be said, “She is

more (o be learned about obedience

unloved—then, and only then,
truly filled with the Holy Spirit.

DO | MEDITATE UPON HIM?

Bible to gain knowledge and

Many people read the
Lo ading the Bible results

this is good. Yet, only when re j 4
N transformed character, can it cause us to enjoy more
of the presence of God. We must read ’dnd.rcl'end and
meditate on the words of our Lord and His Dl:OP!]t‘lS
and apostles. However, be careful with .mcdllﬂll()n.
Make sure that you are not just meditating on your
own thoughts or daydreams, which can lead to all
kinds of error. [

 Tike some inspired words into your mind i
itate on them. Find a verse that holds a commandment

You want to obey. Think about it Ask what it means to

and med-

As the [deer|
Panteth after
the water
brooks,

So pam‘ez‘/J
my soul

after thee

O God.

~Psalm 42:1

you. Ask yourself what you
need to change in order to
obey. Study the Word to
find the same command-
ment in other places. Ask
the blessed Holy Spirit to
help you understand all its
connotations and give you
the strength and will to
obey it immediately. Then
find another and another
and another. Soon obedience brings joy and assurance
that God is indeed filling your heart.

DO | EXPECT HIM?

Face every new morning with the question, “Is this
the day you are coming, Lord Jesus? Then offer this
submission, "Whether you come or tarry, help me
today to obey you in all my thoughts, deeds and aspi-
rations. Amen.”

Then in fellowship sweet,
We will sit at His feet,
Or we'll walk by His side in the way;
What he says we will do,
where he sends we will go.
Never fear, only trust and obey.

T BE FILLED
WITH THE

HOLY SPIRIT
ST BE FiLLELS
WITH GOD'S
PRESENCE

Trula Cronk lives in Nashville,
TN. She and her husband Dan (now
deceased) served 27 years as vel-
eran FWB missionaries in North
India. A thoughtful communicator,
known for her intimacy with Christ,
Trula still challenges young people
and adults alike to love the Lord
with all their hearts, souls, and
minds. Her autobiography, Over
Mountain or Plain or Sea is avail-
able from WNAC.




| was living the stereo-
typical life of a suburban
soccer mom and home-
malker. Married for nearly two
decades to a successful business
owner, blessed with great friends,
active in church, a busy mom to
three daughters, content in my rela-
tionship with God—my life was
safe, secure and stable.

This sense of stability was par-
ticularly important to me since my
own parents divorced when I was
cight. The subsequent years of my
childhood were fraught with inse-
curities common to most children
of divorce.

I took great care to provide my
children with the stability in their
lives that I felt had been lack-
ing in my own childhood. 1 was
their stay-at-home mom, Girl Scout
leader, room mother, and personal
chauffeur to music lessons, special
classes, and yes, soccer practices.

I became a Christian at the age
of fifteen. My conversion not only
allowed me to enter into a relation-
ship with a loving God, it provided
the answers 1 was looking for in
the promise of healthy, lasting rela-
tionships with other believers. Still
reeling from my parents’ divorce,
Jesus truly was the “good news” my
broken heart needed. e became
my hope for a stable future.

After high school Iattended Bible
College, fell in love with and mar-
ried a preacher’s kid whose parents
had been married for thirty years.
In other words, I took no chances, |
chose a believing husband from an
intact family.
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New Level of
IS Presence

If you had met me five years ago, my life
would have looked very different. In many ways,

I took my marriage vows seri-
ously. I was safe. Although I knew
Jesus was my true source of secu-
rity, I naively believed that my good
choices were insurance
future heartache.

In the summer of 2000, | began
to sense that God wanted some-
thing more from me. Over the
years, I had grown in my relation-
ship with Him. | sincerely desired
to do His will, but this was a dif-
ferent kind of stirring—something
I'had never experienced.

I'began to feel a discontent with-
in, realizing something was need-
ful but not knowing what it could
be. My life was really good—not
perfect, but really good. It didn't
need changing. I was committed to
God; 1 prayed and read my Bble,
loved my husband and taught my
children to live right. I was sure
I'had completely surrendered my
life. Stll, 1 felt I was at an impasse.

As 1 wrestled further, 1 became

convinced that the Lord was
inviting me to know Him

more deeply, but to do so, |
would have to completely abandon
the safety barriers I had erected and
allow Him to take me where He
wanted.

This seemed scary and I didn't
understand at all what it meant,
but I was also afraid of missing
out on what God wanted for me.
I knew e was offering me a more
abundant life, and that I would be
robbing myself of Ilis blessing if |
held back.

During that time, we were asked
to fill out an information sheet

against

for our Sunday School class. The
last question asked, “What do you
most want out of your rclali()ns.hll’
with God?” Inwardly struggl”‘%’
still T wrote without hesitation,
want to live a more abundant life.

Afterward, 1 just sat there and
stared at the words | had written. In
that instant, 1 was at peace. | k‘""‘W
I'had answered God; seeing it ”‘
writing made the decision mort
real. o

At that point, | hell.t‘V‘
God began preparing
me for a season of radi-

cal change. within a few short
monthes, my life of earthly stability
would completely unravel. o
By the fall of that year, 1 rt‘dll/r‘;‘
my marriage was in trouble. ):
husband had turned 40, nnfi VT;L
obviously struggling with IhIS._’ N
began to withdraw from our fﬂll‘w
ily; nothing I did could remove t
distance building between us. :
later learned that during lhi's nmt(,‘
he began having an affair with ‘on
of his young, female cmployvcs.)wl
At that same time, my '()Id'tb’
daughter, now 13, was d“Pngl’
with teenage attitude. Suddcnl?’«]_
found myself rejected by two m-(lqus
bers of my own family, powerle
to help either one of them. et
I began praying as | lmd. qus‘
prayed before. I knew this W‘““
a spiritual battle and 1 cried (I’ .
to God for help. Knowing ol?t’
mothers who'd survived the (C(?
age years, | was fairly sure that n]g’
daughter's angst was a troubleson “
but normal phase. However, I W&
not so sure about my husband.



back” lack of progress and I'w
overwhelmed

In February 2001, | received an
anonymous phone call informing
me that my husband was deceiving
me. [ still dont know the pCI‘SOH/S
identity or why he called, but I do
kn()w that at that moment | was
praying for my husband. God was
!ndeed answering my prayers, just
In very unexpected ways.

The year that followed was the
worst of my life. That unexpected
phone call set into motion a series
of events that would make even the
most seasoned roller coaster enthu-
siast scream to get off. My husband
denied any wrongdoing and I sin-
cerely wanted to believe him. Yet,
lhi”gs just didn’t add up. Simply
put, for the next year he struggled

between wanting his family and
desiring his freedom. .
It was as if he were caught up in

4 spiritual tug of war. Witnessing
Il.lis daily turmoil became excru-
Clating. So convicted, at times !u‘
appeared to be on the brink of a
brealidovem, One Sunday, he was sO
weighed down that he literally ran
out of church.

Our relationship became m

by a “one step forward, two steps
as

arked

with an un-

im.\ginablv
sense of help-
Jessness. Still
not  knowing
the full truth
with which he
was struggling,
rusted friends
and | prayed
carnestly.

At home, we continued 10 89
through the motions of normal
”‘e' but I was in a persistent state
°F shock. The man 1 had Joved,
Married and built a life with was
duickly becoming an unpredictable
Slrf“‘g(‘l‘. Imagining what the future
Might hold uterly terrified me. [
‘ould not believe (hat my children,
*‘\ges thirteen, nine and four, mig!n
Ome (o know the same awful pain

of divorce that had touched my life
as a child.

I( was during these days of
intense stress that I began to expe-
rience God’s power in a way | had
hever known possible. In order to
cope with the chaos outside and
the fear inside, I turned to prayer.
Not normal, average prayer, but the
desperate "my life is falling apart
and nothing is working” kind of
prayer.

| also gained a new dependen-
cy on God’s word. 1 so desper-
| needed |
and

ately
wisdom
direction 1O
pavigate My
circumstances.
| literally kept
1 Bible on the
bedside table,

on the kitchen .
in the bathroom, in the car

and even an electronic Bible in my
purse. Some days required (.Iods
guidance on 4 minulc-.to—n‘xmut’v
basis. My family was in Satans
crosshairs and 1 needed tangible
help.

The Lord never let me down—
not once. Daily He let me know
that He understood exactly what |
was experiencing. | would pour my
heart out 1O (1im; He would lead
Im that exactly spoke to
everything | had just lohld Iliml. Il.c
gnvc’ me peace in the middle of this
whirlwind of stress and strength to
get up cach day. ‘
He comforted me as no one
If cruel words had been
me, His Word would
speak love. If my I'msh.mfi didn’t
want 1o spcnd time with me,
| could go out to my lmck,deck
and just talk to God. 1 can’t ex-
plain it, but during those evenings

when | was rejected and
hurting, God’s presence
so there with me;
the night ended, | felt

1d filled.
I now see that

counter,

me to a I’'sa

clse could.
spoken 10

was

before

refreshed a1
[.ooking back,

God was giving me a
sense of who | am in
Him and nurturing me
with the intimacy only
the lover of our souls
can provide. Had the Lord
not supernaturally sustained me,
I could not have maintained the
stamina needed to survive week
after week.

Only weeks after my sister tragi-
cally lost her husband in an auto-
mobile accident, mine let me know
that he no longer loved me. Despite
marriage counseling, by October,
he was convinced that a divorce
was the only way he would ever be
happy. We limped through the hol-
idays and in early February 2002,
he broke the news to our children.

Words simply cannot express the
horror of that day. They were com-
pletely devastated, and I was left
with the gut-wrenching feeling that

I had witnessed a crime perpetrated
against my own babies. I had spent
their lifetimes trying to shield them
and provide a secure environment;
in a matter of moments it all come
crashing down. My life seemed to
mirror the recent tragedy of 9/11.

Ten days later, while the girls
were at school, he packed his things
and moved out of our home—
almost one year to the day when
I'd received that anonymous call.
In one short year, everything had
changed. I was now a single mom
with three children and a mort-
gage, unemployed, with no college
degree. My nearest relative lived
eight hours away. 1 was truly on
my Own.

Only the prayers of family and
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friends sus-
tained me
in those first
few days. God
granted a peace
that allowed me
to comfort my
children. When
| they asked,
“Mommy, what
T are we going to
I could confidently answer,

- e S —— |
do?”
Z \n."" \:“':« ) /jr‘ [ o0 r NnNo

‘ care Of UsS. 1 didn't
know how it would all play out,
but after everything the Lord had
brought me through, how could |
doubt Him?

Eight weeks after my husband
left, T was served with divorce
papers. I had no idea what to do.
Obviously, I didn’t want a divorce.
With only suspicion of infidelity, I
still hoped that my marriage could
be saved.

I'had no money for an attorney.
Even if 1 could have afforded one,
I'didn’t know any. 1 did the only
thing I knew to do. Like Hezekiah
when  Sennacherib threatened
Jerusalem, I spread the papers out
on my bed and prayed.

Then I waited. With only a few
weeks to legally answer the divorce
papers, pressure began to build.
At the beginning of the final week
before the deadline, | asked my
family and friends (o pray while 1
fasted and prayed.

I'm still not sure of all the details,
but by the end of that week, I had
an appointment with a high-pow-
ered attorney and a friend to 80
with me. Miraculously, 1 hadn’t
made a single phone call or had a
hand in any of the
arrangements. God
moved in the hearts
of Christian people

e

to do this for me.
When | subse-
quently met with
the attorney, 1 |
sensed that God was 5

s
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still orchestrating every move. My
high-powered attorney was tough
as nails and expensive. Yet, when
he heard my story, he was truly
moved, and waived his usual fees.
For the next 11 months, he fought
valiantly on my behalf, never ask-
ing for a dime.

The divorce process was arduous
and emotionally draining. 1 was
completely shocked by many of the
things my husband did during this
time. He continued to deny any
wrongdoing. It soon became clear
that our case would be a “he said-
she said” dogfight.

All his actions seemed (o be
shrouded in mystery. I wasn't sure
what the truth was, but I needed
the truth and 1 needed proof of
that truth.

Once again, 1| turned to the
Scriptures.  While reading the
account of Daniel’s interpretation
of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, his
words to the King seemed to speak
o my circumstances. “As for the mys-
tery about which the king has inquired,
neither wise men, conjurers, magi-
cians, nor diviners are able to declare
it to the king. However, there is a God
in heaven who reveals mysteries..."
(Daniel 2:27, 28 wasw).It seemed
obvious. | had a 1 '

that neede

d

V

vV T O re
\/ LO(
Ys e

1a) 1y and torever. |
imlgledialelyv began appealing to
God on the basis of His ability to
reveal mysteries. Within just a few
days, He once again miraculously
answered my prayers.

Not being particularly computer
savvy, | asked a friend to help me
install a program for the kids. In

the process,
gm0 ] she noticed
some strange
looking files
on my home
computer. She
copied  the
files and took
them home.

| {

The next morning, her husband;
a real computer whiz, called to le
me know he had recovered some
information. The strange files wer¢
actually deleted correspol?den.C?
between my husband and his m1%°
tress. My friends had been able tz
piece them together; I had molle
than enough proof to establish th
truth in court. God had once agail
proven Himself trustworthy an
able to meet my needs. L

Because of the truth that camﬁ
out in court, the divorce was Sﬁ‘“'f‘)
in such a way that allowed us l.(
remain in our home and my da'ug -
ters in their schools. I'm still
fulltime mom
who now at-
tends college.
Not that there
haven’'t been
many dark
days; very lit-
tle has been
wrapped into
aneatand tidy
little package |
of closure. -

Divorce is incredibly painful @ .
we have grieved the break up Of»mk—
family like a death. I hate the wee
ends without my kids. /\dlUS,“ini’
to life with an ex-spouse pl'OV“ei‘S
many “urge to kill” moments. ”? X
still involved with the same womlﬂl"‘
and although they are not yet mld’l'
ried, he has begun to bring N€
around my girls. Needless to Say,le
don’t like that either. Yet, I am ﬂbw
to hold it together because I kno .
God is faithful. He promises ™
in Isaiah 49:25 that, “I will (foﬂ[‘)’ﬂi
with him that contendeth with the¢
and 1 will save thy children.”

her-
I was utterly amazed at howl lqn(
sistently God pursued my husbz



during the year before he left. It
will always serve to remind me just
how passionately God loves us.

My husband simply could find
no rest from God'’s spirit. At times
it became almost comical. During
this time, our pastor preached a
particularly discomforting series of
sermons. We visited out-of-town
relatives on Mothers Day, only 0
hear their pastor speak directly
fathers concerning their responst-
bility in the family.

Another time while dining with
friends at a Chinese restaurant
everyone’s fortune cookie promised
happiness and prosperity, CX“fPt
my husband’s. His simply said,
“Be careful what you wish for; you
might just get it.” He looked like
he’d been punched.

Events such as these were repeat-
ed day after day. I believe they Were
the direct result of the many prayers
I_JOlh friends and family were offer-
Ing on his behallf.

The break up of a marriag
always difficult. When it occurs as
a result of infidelity, it's devastat-
ing. Knowing a spouse has vlefl
you for someone else is partict-
larly crushing to a woman’s heart.
Some women never recover; others
become bitter. It sent me into a

e is

YES' Th is a book out ther
s your (very) personal

read like the pages of
diary. When a situatio
your life leaves you hurt and
confused, you can kn
reading this book, tha
working through trial
ter patience and trus
With short stories that

will make you laugh out loud
and bury your head in your
hands with unashamed tears:
the author helps you s€€
God’s hand in the difficulties
and disappointments of life.

ow, from
t God is
s to fos-
t in Him.

spiral of self-doubt that still causes
me to struggle. ‘

Cashing a wife in for a younger,
sexier, healthier, less wrin-
whatever model is so com-
almost become

thinner,
kled, less el
monplace (halllls: t beed
one of societys jokes. Christians
mmune to this idea.

If you've stood where l‘ now
stand or one day find yourself here,
| hope you will be able to see
through all the hurt.and knqw
that God loves you just as you
are. Marriage is n(?l supposed
o dangle by the thin strand of

are not i

e that could

eason in stant care.

Buil
| ord, 1 was
Happy s
Sh(]”(_)"

- Y

earthly beauty or wade only in
the shallows of youth; it is meant
to last and traverse deep waters.
As Christian women our value is
rooted in our Father’s love for us.
His Spirit living in us gives us a
beauty and vitality that can never
fade.

One day when 1 was feeling
particularly cast aside and unat-
tractive, I asked the Lord what He
thought of me. I already knew what
my husband thought, and I wanted
another opinion.

What happened next was one of
those rare times when you know
God has immediately answered
your questioning prayer. My Bible
fell open and my eyes focused on
Song of Solomon 2:2, “As a lily
among thorns so is my love among the
daughters.”

That's exactly what God thinks of

us. |

I

How wonderful to be loved and
appreciated by our Maker. What a
privilege to rest in Him.

What a wonderful collection of lessons
learned of God's continued love and con-

Rarely have | read a book
so honest, so open, so practi-
cal. There are no pious plati-
tudes between these covers.
Only stories of real people
with real-life issues.

—reviewed by Yvonne Hampton

But Lord | Was Happy Shallow
by Marita Littauer, editor
ISBN:

Kregel Publications

$171.99
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OUR WEBSITE

www.nafwb.org/wnac
Contact us:

wnac@nafwb.org
STUDY ,
UTILIZE the mini Bible study on p. 2. ™3
READ the review of But Lord, | Was r&
Happy Shallow on p. 7. Let women share ‘VV
¢ a life lesson they learned in a deep place.
SHARE an account from Over Mount-

'4 | ain or Plain or Sea by Trula Cronk as an

‘| introduction to the October program.

RECAP Share a summary of the 2005 WNAC Convention, (recap pp. 26-28)

b| Encourage women to attend next year's July 17-18 event in Birmingham, AL

: SHARE. The WNAC Convention PowerPoint presentation (with script) highlighting
the Sisters' Prayer Fellowship is available for $3.00 (covers postage) from \/\/NA‘C.

5 ENCOURAGE. Encourage couples in your church to attend the WNAC/MM

M Marriage Enrichment Conference in Chattanooga, October 28-30, Early registration

¢ ends September |5.

4

PLAN.The 2006 Program and Plan Book (pictured below) is now available from
WNAC for $8.00 (plus S & H). If you have never used this vit
this investment for your group.

INCREASE. Individual WNAC membership fees increased from $10 to $15
4 of 2005 Convention). This is the national fee. Individual di
{ Please contact your treasurer for an exact amount.

al resource, consider

: (as
strict or state fees may vary.

‘, ‘M,v'

‘f CALL. Use a radio-talk show ‘format for October's program. See the 2005 SERVIC ,'.’-,“”';"i
Program and Plan Book for details. ; HONOR excellent service in your ,’%ﬁ"‘;
L“PE,.CQ%IE U’&’e"‘ K candles, X7 group or church. Give certificates or '?«*-»,;
G ‘ ) PO hmmy A Wl small gifts to worthy individuals, ?;f“::'.:);
3 PRACTICE loving other people. w rr:f
A TROD Iss v, \{olunteer as a group at a local shelter, 9.
Minerns UCEn rehab center; or nursing facility. P

Nl Cayy,, PREPARE goodie bags for % “"_“v
, Em,‘n/szr)p/Po/ Uf)g church or school teachers. ltems g ,/.;

skits :, e Eanendeﬁv i could include tissue, hand sanitizer: W
ideas , /\/EED Noy, ZQO)’@ho//O/a WSH putty, painvr‘eliever, breath mints, %4 ;’

O . o 5 et a0y RS RRIBIIS SRS, P

- le 5

projects ; Ley, : o
@E%%@@mwf§ COLABORER PLUS ONE
E] Since publication of ONE magazine eliminaté

emphasis )-73 e Yhor. CONTACT's subscription bundle plan, ask you::ChaSe
ahllstiane . ) ] ch by church to consider using budgeted funds to lPU'lso .
e CoLaborer for each church family. CoLaborer 15 @

e : mes
| great visitation/outreach tool to leave in the hoectS‘
| of unchurched women or female church prospe=—_

o - ¥
M 0 R e e 2.7

.
PRAYER XA
PRAY for marriages in your congregation. %

FE

Includ ial o oo ot : - Wit i
\ € special prayer for situations involving oy
)| Infidelity. Pray for any children involved. )
{  MAKE gold le pra inder .
golden apple prayer reminders. Or !
PROVISION CLOSET. Cookware (sturdy pots and pans), blend- | make an apple-a-day prayer calendars, pray-

Ing for excellence in various ministr

ers, food processors, queen and full mattress pads, Vellux or cotton
1| home, chu

thermal blankets, sheet sets (all sizes).

ies in your
rch, community, and in the world.
uly|  PLAN to observe this year's WNAC

 To. PreThanksgiving Week of Prayer, November

gﬂ.\ [4-18.1f your group has not received its com- ‘&’”

x:'f?'-' plimentary‘informa‘uon packet by October |,  *¢4 ?4;{.
‘ ;ohtact Janice Donoho at FWB Home Missions: " ,%,
“Janice@nafwb.org or |-87 ,)*“l ‘#
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Usband and wife

Richafd
Wil fgaq and Sandy Atwood |

frough Sunday moming event 4
Chaftanooga’s Convention

In

g f?efnd telling, Richard and Sandy 7

fun 2 Qelightful mix of marriage -

and fundamentals,

enefit  from

C;t’t then enjoy the city. Visit 2

anooga’s historical sights &

: ar;:” War battlefields, tour its x
 Telay M and museums, shop or

_ N natural scenic beauty .

FEEDBACK.

Dear WNAC,

The last couple
First, we received some large offering rn r
account. Thank you ladies across the d‘cn(‘)nn.nmlm.\ llo‘r. |
your generosity. Then, we returned to Spain for our thir
term. Items from the Provision Closet were such a help

to us. Thank you.

of months have been significant for us.
s for our missions

gam and June McVay
Spain

Dear WNAC, .
Hola from Spain. These two years lmvc'ﬂovinf :so -
quickly. Thank you so much for your continue L. ‘slllpll el
to our account, We appreciate all you do. Ve are ) Of’ o f’
forward to visiting the Provision (;h,:g.ﬂ uponl()m _rclu‘ul .
We don't know what we would do if it weren't for the

items provided so we can setup a home. B
Matthew and Brooke Turnboug

Spain

Dear WNAC, -
N S ‘h for all
We wanted to write and say thanks so much for ¢

you have done for us. Thanks so much for |0n.1|n‘g \l/\l/nh
us and our ministry in Spain. We [rul)/ appl‘cl'cza\:\tﬁ T_M,“.l
that you do. We especially are thankful for ‘l ul ((;]r lh:‘
cards to help purchase things f()l.' our baby ‘}n(v o he
phone cards we used to call family W]]Ltl‘l hf w: o p;‘o_
Also thanks for your prayer sul)pf)‘rl‘ It I:S l}{( \\l/lu ot pe
ple like you that we can be here. .I h‘zmks (mfl‘ ly gmi'[h
Josh, Christl, and Nicholas o i
Spain

Dear WNAC,

Thank you so much for
with my mom. [ am using
what you have done for me.
your hard work.

all the stuff thatyou all sent
Wl of it. I am so gmlefuli for
Thanks you 50 much for all

Kristina Cousineau
MK

WNAC PAGES

Dear WNAC,

I just wanted (o express my sincerest gratitude for
the offering to my account from the Branson Retreat. |
enjoyed getting to meet many new women and look for-
ward to meeting more of you.

Angela Emerick
Nashville, TN
Dear WNAC,

Thanks for all the work you all do at the office in TN.
Our prayers are with the staff as you labor there.

Mary Rouse
Grifton, NC
Dear WNAC,

I am writing to thank you for the wonderful articles in
the Colaborer magazine. This last issue (July/August) has
been very special to me. last Monday (June 6) I ...decided
(o take down a box of items...In the box I found a small
wooden plaque with flowers painted on it...given to me
by Mrs. Willie Gage many years ago when I was a little
girl..A flood of memories came back over me as | recalled
Brother Howard and Mrs. willie's visits to our church
and to my grandparents' home...I paused and said a little
prayer for them wherever they were and thanked God for
their influence in my life and so many others. I had not
heard anything from them in years so I didn't know if
they had moved on to their heavenly home or not.

On Thursday (June 9) I picked up the mail for our
church and our July/August Col.aborers had arrived...
Imagine my joy to read the article on page 12 by Sue
Gage Wilcox about her dad...I don't believe it was a coin-
cidence that I ran across that plaque just days before.
What a blessing to see God's hand in our lives, ordering
our steps.

Paula Hodges
Chocowinity, NC

in Love...Again!
team

Nation

(PLEASE PRINT)
Husband'’s Name

the Friday evening i

SPECIAL NEEDS:
PAYMENT METHOD:

Card Number

Expiration date____—

CHECK# ———

the confer- 48

VIAIL FULL PAYMENT AND

More infarmatio

WNAC/ Master's Men
al Marriage Enrichment Conference

Non-smoking (as available)
~ CREDITCARD TYPE ____

(After September 15)

Zip of your billing address

REG|STRAT|ON TO:
: P 0. Box 5002, Antioch, TN 37011-5002
Master's Men *-5, o stions? Call tol free: 1-877-767-8039

and all conference fees)

October 28-30, 2005 |
CHATTANOOGA MARRIOTT |
AT THE

COoNVENTION CENTER

2 Carter Plaza
Chattanooga, TN

CONFERENCE COST

I $250 per couple

(includes two nights lodging, banquet mei

(8150 per couple ofr sie
(includes banquet and all conference fees)
No refunds after September 28.

o Martotl. FWB ministy wife's Name I 8225 per couple |
% st oyeasar s 8 pdiress . ko
enty 1 Chl/dr.en provide this dUO F ) Bl Lt State P
kL Of real-life sharing material. & Email - $125 per couple o sie
"9 Scripture and drama, teach- Phone (  Handicapped (includes banquet and all conference fees)

- s T =

=

L




Picturep: 1. Crafters at
Mexican WNAC Retreat,
Reynosa, Mexico. INSET:

Finished product. 2. Hispanic

missionary Ruth Bivens (far
left) with quilts from NEMO
District WAC members (I-r)
Faye Stiles, Karen Sponsler,
Renee Riley, Gladys Riley,
Maizie Sevits, Dora Sponsler
and Betty Jones. 3. Marjorie
Workman, WNAC (1) stands
with Michigan pastor Mike
Trimble (r) and wife Terry
(center), bearers of Provision
Closet gifts from their WAC.
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Mexico's WNAC N
Rel!‘eal, April 1-2, 2005
ladies from Reynogsy /i
Altamira, and 4 fa\r i
(Ai‘ua(!zilajal‘;l (a15k
eetng at Palabr i
ITWB Church igbll{z;:je i i
listened -

as well kp e
speaker, Mrg. Silviaor\vne((l)]fr;, Sk
the ther 2 Edinbyrg
of the Christiap Wt(l)];]me’ ‘00tprin%s
Each attendee receiin.
of materials for Makij i
Wo!nen spent an
crafting these bags.
included 3 sh()ppiﬁg ]06 >

) aa—_ fin r
huge locq flea market. Sleeping O"
concrete floors did not deter thell
e_hthusiasm. Women returned hom't
ed, bt challenged to a straighte?
more faithful walk.
’ \N()nheﬂSl Missouri District
/.\(‘_ Presented quilts to | Iisp:mlc~
Missionaries Bud and Ruth Biven®
d.urmg its April 8.9, 2005, mis-
Slonary conference. The handma
q‘m-lts are gifts for the Getseman!
(jhlldren‘s Home i Morelos:
Coahuily, Kesies,
lwglpro"isi()n Closet gifts from
delj k '(_ites recently came Imyn‘d'—
Tri 'Vered. Pastor Mike and Terty
lr’i/l\;}[;hle br()ughl gifts from Kirby
' U ML Elsie Anderson, also 0
Ild“gan' delivered gifts from I
IJ[]?DQ] in Madison lleights,' and :
azel Park FWB, 1 ora McClinto¢®
arrived wig, Tupperware from pin€
;evel Fwp Church, Alma, GA- pas ;
ol Aldridge brought items frof
sennville W, william Smith
g'ift ~Pl‘..()m()li0“21| Director ndd(‘{
‘ S from the state WAC. WNAC ‘
\é\;:)lliomes all gifts and e|1C()L!1‘§18f’5
PS 1o visit its office facilities:

de

[



LET US PURSUE WORSHIP

I. Whom shall we worship?
Exodus 20:1&2
Psalm 95:6
Matthew 4:10
Psalm 138:2

2. Where shall we worship?
Psalm 122:1
Psalm 26:8, 12
Hebrews 10:25
Psalm 27:4

3. How shall we worship?
John 4:24
Psalm 13:6
Psalm 18:1
Psalm 18:3
Psalm 92:1-3
Malachi 3:10

Joan Warren is a longtime WAC lead,

\ap

bright ideas fo

I'm a stepparent. How do I1d

Whether your role resulted from a death or d/yﬂfffy
Stepparenting presents unique challenges for discipline.
Author Margaret Broersma offers these helps.

There are loyalty conflicts.” Birth parents can be
Yery defensive and protective of their birthchildren—
there is a nagural instinct to protect one’s OWn- Tlhmk
about this; Stepparents may actually be less emotional
and more objective. (Try to team up.) [

There is fear of rejection. Usually, bIOIOg"f‘l
Parents can discipline without fear of rejection- Their
r'~‘|?1Ii0nship is not at stake—they are the mom or
the dag, But most stepparents are nervous about the
Fagie bond with a_stepchild. This is realistic. (Take
e risk—ics worth i) '

There s often guilt on the biological parepts
Pat—guilt that the first marriage did not survive,
Y gUih about “foisting” a new parent and a blended
famil Upon the child, This shows up in indedisiveness
?r.]a’(“ess or retreat. Many weekend dads become

Disneylang Dads.” The pal of special events. I'_le)’
ﬂevler Want to be the disciplinarian for fear of losing
thejy child’s oye. (Remember- —it is your job as 2

BY JOAN WARREN

4. When shall we worship?
Hebrews 10:25
Luke 24:52, 53
I Corinthians 16:2
Hebrews 13:15

5. Who can worship?
Psalm 15:1,2
Psalm 24:3, 4

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS ON WORSHIP:

er. and Bible teacher from Oilton, OK.

iscipline my stepchildren?
ent to raise your child into responsible a(liult..)

Unfair discipline may be a way qf continuing
hostilities with an exspouse. The parent is taking out
on the children the anger he or she feels mV{ard the
Learn to forgive, put the past behind, and

par

ex-spouse. (
do what is beneficial for the present.)

The children may be angry to begin with. They
didn't choose to have a stepparent. They may not have
a personality or interests that match theAstepp.arenAt
or the other children in the blended family. (Give it
time—let relationships develop.) 4

The stepparent chose a spguse. The children were
the package. Though it can fgel wrong, the
nt may not even like the stepchild. (We adults
tive and make love a con-

part of

steppare ven
must then take the nitia

cious decision. We must learn to love our stepchildren

Christ would have us love.)
1 In  biological families, rules and methods of

discipline evolve over time. It is much harder wh;n
remarriage demands Instant rule§, instant r?ew tradi-
tions, and instant new ways of doing eve.rythmg. (Wo.rk
on the rules and expectauonsfand give the family

A

LI

r mothers from mothers

time to work them out.)

Different households may have different rules.
So when the children go back and forth from one
birthparent's home to another, they may feel frus-
trated at the inconsistency and angry or rebellious
against the rules they like least. (Be as consistent as
you can in your home.)

Stepchildren over the age of five may resent
discipline by the new parent. This must therefore be
done carefully. (Only increase the amount of involve-
ment in discipline as love for the child increases.)

Stepparents trying to please both their new
spouse and their children, send mixed messages.
(Husband and wife—communicate frequently
together about family boundaries. Do your best to
be consistent.)

Counselors unfamiliar with stepfamilies may
add stress by recommending disciplining chil-
dren the same way as in a biological family.
(Try to find counselors with experience in help-
ing stepfamilies.)

Excenpieo ot DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR STEPPARENTS BY
MARGARET BROERSMA (KREGEL PuBLICATIONS,)$12.99 ISBN 0-8254-3697-4
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Debe Taylor
WNAC President
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“thy commandmenls

are my delighls.”
Psalm 119:143h

ColLaborer
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| REMEMBER THE DAY

any will remember where

they were and what they were

doing on January 1, 2000—
the new millenium. Who will ever
forget September 11, 2001 —that day
rocked our world? My husband and
I celebrate May 28 every year; it is
our wedding anniversary. All of us
have days that are special to us. But
for me, one day stands far above all
the rest.

It was, without a doubt, the best
day of my life. Many years have past,
but I still remember details about
that day. It was January 5, 1961. Even
though I was only seven, my mother
had given permission for me to sit
with one of the older teens that
night. We were sitting in the back
third of the sanctuary. If anyone had
been watching me, they would have
said I was not even paying attention.
They would be wrong. Very vividly
I remember the words of Bob
Duncan, “Be sure your sin will find
you out.” As | contemplated those
words, I knew even at my tender age
that I did not want everyone to find
out about my sins.

During the altar call, on the sec-
ond verse of “When the Roll Is
Called Up Yonder,” I made my way
from the back of the church to the
altar. There I gave my heart to Jesus.
Oh what a difference! I went home
that night a changed little girl.

Touched Me.”

I've made it a practice, to often
remind myself of that day. 1 don't
ever want to forget it. I believe it
serves me well to remember what
I was and what Jesus has done for
me. On many occasions, the apostle
Paul remembered the day that he
met Jesus. He never wanted to lose
sight of that special moment.

Over the years 1 have heard my
dad say, “If you can’t remember
the day you settled things with the
Lord, maybe they aren’t settled.”
He would often lead the congrega-
tion in “Glory, Glory, Somebody
" As the days of the
week were mentioned, individuals
were to stand on the day they were
saved. Dad said it was a good way
to keep the moment fresh in your
mind.

How about you? Do you remem-
ber the day the Lord saved you? Are
you still glad for what Jesus did for
you that day? True—if we are saved
then God has forgiven and forgot-
ten our sins. Yet, a look back now
and then will make us thankful for
what God has done.

“I remember the day
when the Lord saved me,
All of heaven came down,
I was happy and free;
Glory filled my soul, for I knew the
Lord had made me whole,
I shall never forget the day
when the Lord saved me.”
—Mary Spencer

CAN'T REMEMBER?

What if you can't remember the exact time and date of your salvation?
Examine your heart. Has there ever been a time when you recoginzed your sinfulness, asked God to forgive »
sins by believing that Jesus took the punishment for your sins when He died on the cross?.
NO? If the answer is no, pray to receive Christ today. It's as simple as ABC. Ask him to forgive your sins arwd_

become your Lord and Savior: Believe in your heart that Jesus died and rose from the dead to give you eternal life. <
fess—tell others about your decision. Choose to follow Him daily through prayer, study of God's Word and fellowsh
God's people in the church.
YES? If you have made this decision, pray a prayer of commitment. Thank Him for saving you from the pun®
of sin and acknowledge His work of grace upon your life. Write down this date, resolving that this moment you red
His work of grace upon your life.



Dear Daughtenr,

9 hnow where you are now.

9 know when you ail, when you rise.

9 know when you aleep, when you wake.

9 hnow where you go and what you do.

9 know your thoughts;

the words you speak before you say them.

9 hknow everything about you;

things you don’t understand.

9 hnow your heanrt.

9 am a0 close to you 9 can touch you; my hand
14 upon you.

9 am always pjwtactmqyou ahuelding you, gen-
tlz/.qmqul,wu.

9 am holding on to you.

No matter how far you go from me, 9 am there.

You cannot run from me; not to the highest
heavena nor to the deepest deptha.

9 am there.

You cannot hide from me.

WNo amount of darkness can shield you from me.

My Llight illuminates you.

Why?

Beocause 9 love you; 9 created you.

9 saw you before you were formed: you were a

9 gave you a life, a history,

there, in my book.

9 have a0 much to tell you, to teach you.

9 think about you all of the time.

You cannot count the number of times

that 9 think of you.

Nothing happens to you that 9 do not see; yes,
asometimes things happen.

9 could have stopped them, 9 could have
anatched you away:

My hand is that close.

But 9 allowed it, 9 painfully watched.

9 never took my eyes off you.

9t broke my heant...

But 9 know the end of your story;

all things have a purpose.

Younr suffering has kept you close to me.

S 7 my b‘ ‘Q"s‘“l'“ ,,"'"?’_..,‘
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We walk, we talk, 9 share my thoughts with you.

9 listen to you, 9 comfort you,

9 am here for you.

While you aleep 9 watch and wait. 9 can't wait
to 4ce you rise;

to apend another day with you, to talk to you, to
hear your voice.

You are 40 precious to me.

Share with me your thoughts,

9 long to be a part of your Life.

9 want to lead you.

Lot me, for 9 hnow the way; the way that will

bring you home to me.
You and 9 will be together, at last, face to face.

9t will be your beat "birthday." Jhe songs, the
qifts, the joy will last forever!
lnd 9 will say, "Welcome home my beloved. "

9 can hardly wait!
0L,

"dbba "

Author Teri Prichard's paraphrase of Psalm 139 won
third place in the poetry category of the 2005 Creative Arts
Contest. An art teacher at Greenville Christian Academy,
she attends Unity FWB Church, Greenville, NC. Teri's dear
daughter recently blessed her with her first dear grand-
daughter.
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NEW FACES, NEW OPPORTUNITIES provide new avenues fﬁ;lG;del:‘
Commission prayer and giving. FWB Home and ll}ternz;:li(s) "
sions give glory to God for calling these servants into e omiid
View their faces, study their opportunities, and consider o
part of these ministries. (Missionaries are pictured left to right each row, top

, ; es
FERNANDO AND REINA BUSTAMANTE have a burden for planting Hlsp?”;‘;z:ﬁ:zzes
in South Carolina. Beginning in Effingham, the Bustamantes' goal is to p an il wor
in the Florence and Myrtle Beach areas as well. Their daughter Mayan,
alongside them in this project. A -« to apat
TIM AND KATRINA CROWSON. newly appointed short-term missn.onanen“:‘ssistirlg
desire prayerandfinancialsupportfortheirupcomingtwo—year assignme

I
. ideo and M
current church planting efforts through media. Tim will produce vide

media programs, while Katrina will teach English.

: d

: ristina, &

DIEGO AND MARIA ISABEL CUEVA and children Sara, Gab”e'?'eg will Baptis
Diego will be planting a Hispanic church in connection with Bethel Fr

. Bible
n rix Bi
Church, Woodbridge, Virginia, The Cuevas are graduates of the Gwen He
Institute.

aftef

) ire. Now,
LEDGEL AND SHARON FERGUSON served two terms in Cote d’lvoire cefor

o Fran
several years in the US, the Kentucky natives are relocating to St. Na.za(;'rji'jlzal/smal
atwoyearassignment. Their focus willbe personal evangelism and in Iisﬁng Frend!
group discipleship. They seek to mobilize a prayer ministry among eX
churches, and help with the new ministry center project. {ly raisif‘g
STEVE AND DONNA OLSON, career missionaries to France, are cure" o

- : . inistry

prayer and financial support to establish and operate a multi-use M utilizin the

in the Brittany area of France. The Olsons will assist in church planting

center for evangelism and leadership training. 'gnme"t' If:
[

KYLE AND BETH HOwELL ust arrived in Uruguay for a two-year a.sr;e ancasi?"

addition to lan le will be workingalongsidetheJal - gethW

stries. o the

€agan and Loyje.
CHUCK STEWART will sty
apprenticeship. He i|| e involved in strate

2
erst
< one-yed O i
dyatthe University of Madrid during his oneeycareer %
¢y development for futar

ALFREDOANDRUTH BOTELLOaremi
sons Israel and Gamalie|, both licens
this church planting effort,

HOLLIE HuBBARp
She is assisting n

m?
[ah®".
%l;mingln

. Vi“ev
nisteringto Hispanicsin Bart}l;fft p
ed ministers, and daughter

ived i . hin e
arrived in Japan in February for a two-year teac g evang
church plany

: ing efforts and participating in ¢ ing
salional Engis classes and formal classroom teach it

through conver
ties.

re
MA g ca
sionTaTrFileEsV:Ioggg Bi(f)OKE TURNBOUGH have now been aPPOmteieantleta

ain. Aft : resen

raising support to er S€rvinga two-year assignment, they are P disC'ple I
STEVE AND | e and coninye Ministry in evangelism an san J05¢
Rica, pI’Eparin(;?(l)rTc(;r |50N l?egan |anguage school last Sp.ringi'r::s wi ¢
church plantj Ser missionary service in Panama. Their M7 1 ,pm

) ve a

ori(evolr;gelism,discipleship,andleadersh|ptgf‘ " of5P
' i s

n cultur\(’gv_I 34in a quick and thorough under



MICK AND RACHEL DONAHUE leave
for Spain in September for two years
of language study and culture research.
Investigating ministry opportunities %
and developing a strategy for reaching
North Africans living in southern Spain,
they seek to form a ministry team and
return as career missionaries.

NICHOLAS AND ESPERANZA
HERNANDEZ associate missionaries in
West Virginia, seek to minister among
Hispanic communities within the
Eastern Panhandle area of that state.

CHAD AND PAULA KIVETTE and chil-
dren, Kinsley and Kaylah will minister
in the Westgate FWB Church, Grand
Junction, Colorado. With only five FWB
churches inthis growing state, Colorado is
a tardet area for church planting efforts.

SHIRLEY WILLIAMS s gathering
prayer and financial support for her
two-year assignment in Japan. Like
Hollie Hubbard, she will also be teach-
ing English. Pray that God will open
many doors for both young women to
share the gospel through their class-
rooms, their conversations, and through
friendships they establish with their
students.

SCOTT AND STACI WARREN, RANDY
AND LEANN LEDBETTER and sons
Caleb, Jordan, and Luke, comprise the
missionary team headed for eastern
Salt Lake City, Utah, where less than five
percent of the population claims affilia-
tion with an Evangelical church.

ANGELA EMERICK is no stranger to IM
or to the hundreds of teens who've gone
on E-TEAMS. Former IM support service
employee, Angela is currently ¢athering
prayer and financial support for service
in Central Asia.

-

&
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Concerns

—Pray for NAFWB mod-
erator Tim York, as
he assumes the role of
Director of Development
for FWB International
Missions, September 1.
Ask God to give him
supreme wisdom and
guidance for this ministry.

—Pray that France mis-
sionaries Steve and
Becky Riggs may com-
municate their vision for
spiritual needs in France
and rebuild their sup-
port base as they return
for 10 months of state-
side assignment at the
end of October.

—pPray for the health

of M-Team mission-
ary Becky Derby who
is expecting twins in
February 2006.

—Pray for missionary
Tim Byers, OH, as he
continues to battle phys-
ical illness.

—Pray that money
pledged for missionary
David Potete's Chicago
Marathon Run will erase
indebtedness, enabling
the church to become
self-supporting.

—Pray for Christians
in Central Asia and for
the persecuted churcch
around the world.
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Loevacee. Nearly 1000 registrants met in Louisville, K\Y, July 18-19, 1o P ot
ing path from hotels through the convention center to find seminar rooms, committee meetings, ’«1“‘11 1‘)-(‘)111
quets. Many pursued good deeds, bringing armloads and bn§kclfuls of stocking sluﬂg items c_oll’et“tt‘(‘ ') i3
groups and churches nationwide., 'I'()gelh.er, they pursued His presence in meaningful worshlp._ lrm‘ (lfrcdt
purpose, the 70! annual WNAC Convention challenged attendees to find and pursue their place in lhc‘ ‘1
Commission, highlighting opportunities in the home, the church, the community and around the world.

IN

. wind-
ursue. Women pursued the wil

" I . <« Smith
from personal experience, Mrs. Sn dor
shared principles and suggesl|011$’I‘hC
Dcvsece Mﬂ//(ﬂ//('{’. Monday’s ht‘mming your husband'’s lover. un
1:00 seminar drew close to 400 session seemed to score a |1101"b‘0()lh
women as noted author and speak-  with some who rushed to the ohiase
er Debra White Smith explored area as soon as it opened to put
the topic, “Romancing  Your her books. y.
; " Qovrpis 3 s eve 7z /
Husband. S$ve1(1.l husbands even G riive Bosivricd Eharutith
escorted their wives (o the ses- ; -+ e second
. . s . The crowd remained for the s 5
ston. Drawing from Scripture and . 'WR speakel,
sesston as well-known FWB sj b
Sandy Atwood asked, “Are We 'l ]l'ft’
Yet?” Comparing the (?hrlslmn‘ l]g
A ey . rations
to a road trip and citing |||L!sl|‘1l[(l .
from past travels with her four ch

a4 gy ) dren, Sandy shared valuable life le
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sons. With each lesson, she offered
pointers for personal Christian
growth.

IN THE
) 7 %
Lveseee // (/1{//: ,%/«/r(//m///mzﬂ

The Hear{’to Heart Ministries sign
language choir from First FWB
Church, Owensboro, KY, called
Tuesday's morning session crowd to
worship. Their youth leader, com-
mented, "It's worth it all to work
with a great group of teens like
these." Young and old applauded
Salvation Rain, a FWB bluegrass
gospel group of young Kentuckians
who shared salva-
tion testimonies
in song during
Tuesday's morning
worship.

%(?Jl((’ Q‘%(’(’(’/
((7(4//51(/r1 ///' ;
A Tuesday ‘ve-
ning reception for
state presidents and
field workers
afforded lead-
ers opportu-
nity to meet
and share
blessings,
challenges,
and ideas.
Conversation
graduated to
concern  as
those who
stayed late

voiced prayer needs for themselves,
their families, their congregations,
and for churches within their
states.

Drvvaeee G 2ol _Qﬂ&('m// . Women
Active fot’ Christ in Kentucky's
churches provided goodie bags to
cach of the 81 Truth and Peace par-
ticipants. As part of a state project,
they also fed the students pizza,
and gave each one money for a
meal and dessert.

IN THE COMMUNITY

Lceawe f//ry//r/u/(wm, Christmas
came in July as WAC groups
helped fill a room with stocking
stuffer items for the Louisville area
Salvation Army Angel Tree pro-
gram. WAC members and youth
volunteers worked throughout the
Convention, reaching their goal of
5000 stockings to be distributed
throughout the Louisville commu-
nity during the Christmas season.

Leraee a e Hoviey Searl.
WNAC's Fellowship I,Léchcon pro-
vided an opportunity for laugh-
ter and singing with the frauline
of Fruithill, Viney Mae. A sellout
crowd of 420 both chuckled and
cried as dramatist Teri Peacock
shared heart-warming antics and
stories. Attendees will not easily
forget Viney Mae or the community
of Fruithill, KY.

IN THE WORLD
Lvacee Draeyer r//i (\()’///7(///

. O/eer.A moving PowerPoint pre-
sentation gave attendees a glimpse
of Central Asiaand the Sister’s Prayer
Fellowship in Almaty, Kazakhstan.
In her annual report, Executive
Secretary-Treasurer Marjorie

(BCTP B MOMMTBE U OBLLCHMM!

P

About the Central Asian conference:

Awesome and ashamed are two words that
quickly cometomy mind when| think of my expe-
rience in Kazakhstan. | viewed with awe the beau-
tiful Tien-Shein Mountains rising beyond the city
of Almaty. God’s handiwork was so evident. The
Christians were awesome in their dedication and
in the love they showed toward others and to us.
The Prayer Conference and music was like a taste
of heaven, where every tribe and nation shall
worship Him. Even the delicious food prepared
for us was presented and served in such a beauti-
ful way. However, | also felt ashamed because |
so easily take for granted the freedom and conve-
nience | have in worshiping God and in meeting
together with fellow believers. Ashamed that |
do not reverence God and His house the way that
these believers do. It takes so many things here in
America for us to be satisfied. They have so little,
but are genuinely happy and content serving the
Lord. My prayeristhatwewillcatchthevisionthat
many of these Chistians have and strive towin the

lost of this world to Christ.
Nelda Highsmith
Winterville, NC

After the Central Asian conference:

(Steven and Rejyna Beck attended the conference
but extended their stay for several weeks, traveling
throughout Central Asia.)

We met women in churches all over Central
Asia (Karaghandy, Kazakstan; Astana, Kazakstan;
Tashkent, Uzbekistan; Khujand, Tajikistan; and
Dushanbe, Tajikstan) who had been to the prayer
conference. It was such a blessing to see encour-
agement and enthusiasm as they shared their ex-
periences back in their home churches. Women
in every country would come up and talk to Re-
jyna and say, “You were at the prayer conference
weren’t you? Wasn't that wonderful!” It was
refreshing to see how God worked in the confer-
ence and then witness the affects spread across
all of Central Asia.

| was also told that women traveling home to
one restricted country arrived without difficulty.
However, those returning to another nation were
harassed at the border, held for several hours and
some of their literature was taken away. Thank-

fully, all returned home without injury.
Steven and Rejyna Beck
Huntsville, AL
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Workman thanked
women for the $30,000
given in the past year
for 50/50—the WNAC
national project. Over
$20,000 of this amount
helped fund conference
and travel expenses for
more than 500 Central
Asian  women who
attended the Sister's
Prayer Fellowship, April
26-28, 2005.

American  Woman
Active for Christ who
attended the confer-
ence, dressed in Central
Asian attire, presented a
tea set from Kazakhstan
to Debe Taylor, WNAC
President. Debe had
planned to attend the
conference, but could
not make the trip due to
health reasons.

Lvvseee € o //AI/(/
Missionaﬁés to Spain,
Anthony and Lea
Edgmon challenged lis-
teners to “Pursue Until
He Comes” knowing
that the God we pursue
is actively pursuing us.
Pursuing God involves
going where He leads.
As we pursue, the lost
become important to us. God's
interests become our interests.

Focusing on a portion of the
2005 WNAC theme verse, Hosea
6:3, “..and he shall come unto us as
the rain,” the Edgmons compared
the current drought in Spain with
the spiritual drought that exists in
the country where they minister.
Over 7,500 towns in Spain have no
evangelical church.

Lopevaece ce Yoce: L{ﬁ”//./llome
Missions director Larry Powell
presented the need for a road to
the home of missionary George
Lemelin ministering to the Ojibwa
Tribe in Minnesota. President Debe
Taylor urged the Tuesday worship

Colaborer  SEP « OCT 2005

Pursue (,’()(1"(,."!1‘!1'[. i
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o annd Anth
..hi

Dear WNAL:

when fall and

Fon the past two
and a half yeanrs,

the road to our home

became a four-wheel-

dnive obastacle courae.

Thia limited our

our van ministry which is a vital part of the

work here. 9t also limited others coming to ua.
The development of our road is a blessing

to us personally and to the ministry. We are

tuly grateful. 9% is a special blessing to my
wiffe Hathy, who has been praying that the
SLord would do something about our road. We
Look forwanrd to Precly using all the vehicles the
SLord has given us for His serwice. May the
SLord richly bless you and all of younra.

Harvest FWE Native American Mission (hurch

)

-

CONVENTION PHOTOS:

White farth Ofibwa Reservation, Minnesota

5. . SLemelin and family

p. 26 (top, I-r) The Edgmons enjoy a light
moment; Secretary Phyllis York reads committee reports; Made you
: laugh; Debra White Smith offers romance tips; Speaker Sandy Atwood
listens intently; Longtime WNAC supporters Anne Worthington, Mary
Neal and Lora McCarty share a chuckle. p. 27 (I-r) Leaders sample
reception foods; Salvation Rain; Line forms for WNAC Luncheon;
Viney Mae entertains; Kentucky women set a pretty table; Women get
into the action; (sidebar) WNAC booth seeks prayer for Central Asia.

p. 28 (top) WNAC Delegate Jackie Fowlkes(at right) helps stuff
stockings; ‘Tea set for Debe Taylor; Pursue God Until...; (inset) Bible
filled with monies to build a road.

crowd to give the full amount of
$1500 during a special offering.
Open Bibles overflowed with funds
as conventioneers gave almost
$2,400 for the project and for sup-
port of the Lemelins’ ministry.

Lrvoseee € ‘)1’(/'(/1? 4 Girirg.
Fulfilling the Gréat Cofmmission
involves funding for world minis-
tries. Convention reports revealed
what combined efforts can accom-
plish. In the past year, women gave
$580,464.73 to mission-related
causes. Gifts for the Provision
Closet alone totaled $42,044.99.
Convention attendees also gave a

Tuesday morning worship offering
of $2,891.22.

Lvvseee acer M/{(( Those who
attended the WNAC Convention
gained first-hand experience and
helpful instruction for finding
their place in fulfilling the Great
Commission. However, pursuit is
not exclusive to convention-goers.
In the home, the church, the com-
munity and around the world, God
calls all of us to pursue His work,
His way to accomplish His pur-
pose.



ART

FIRST "I Am the True Vine"
Kay Brown

seconD " A New Life"
Kay Brown

THIRD "In the Midst of Tsunami"
Judy L. Pierce

ARTICLES

FIRST "Riding in the Back Seat"
R/L.\th_ Eiv?ns

SEconD " A Gift of Great Joy"
Kathi Mooney .

THIRD "Surviving Life's Storms" \\'\\\\\“‘5‘“

Catherine Hill s
DEVOTIONALS
FIRST "How Do You Smell?"

Holly Helber
seconp "How Do | P.A.C.E. Myself?"

. Dana Copeland

THIRD "When Your Roe is Hard to Hoe"

Beulah Morlan
PLAYS/SKITS
FIRST "'|C &hekSnow White Lamb"

icki Turner oW : : NS

secoND " The Mary of Christmas" %&\ﬁ\\&\t\‘i'\\ b §\§$§“\“\\"\\

Cheryl Akers
THIRD "His Name Shall Be Called Jesus"

Donna Brewer
PHOTOGRAPHY POETRY PROGRAMS g
FIRsT "All Things New" FIRsT "Overwhelming Gratitude" FIRsT "Going Farther in Worship

Kay Brown Catherine Hill Ruth Bivens
seconD " Maybe Today" seconp " Faith" SECOND LIVINGFOR_IESUS.COM

Ruth Bivens Vicki Turner : Sue Winchester 2
THIRD "Shouting Time" THIRD "Dear Daughter" THIRD "Be Ye Transformed

Kay Brown Teri Prichard Judy Delong

2005 RESOLUTIONS
2008 RESOLUTIONS
I. We recommend that scholarships be given from the Cleo must be in the national office before the WNAC convention in
Pursell Foreign Student Scholarship Fund as follows: order for delegates to be seated at the WNAC convention.”
a. To cantiniie the scholarship for Robert and Philippe 3. \e recommend increasing dues (membership fees) from
in Cote d’lvoire, for a total of $1,250. $10 to $15 effective immediately.

b. To continue the scholarship for the Cuban Cedars of
Lebanon Seminary for a total of $500.

c. To continue the scholarship assistance for the five stu-
dents at the Volena Wilson Bible Institute in Conoor, 3
Tamil Nadu, South India, for a total of $950.

d. To add a scholarship for a student at the Seminary of

4.We recommend increasing the local delegate fee from $5 to

$10.

Whereas it was through the ruling of unelected liberal judges
that prayer was removed from our schools and abortion
was declared legal, and whereas our nation is now in danger

the Cross in Reynosa, Mexico, for a total of $800.00. of having civil unions in government buildings and govern-
ment property, and the pledge of allegiance disallowed, be it

2. We recommend the By-Laws, Article V, Fees and Reports, ¢
be changed from: “Active members shall pay dues yearly as ‘res.ol.ved that we write or telephone our senators to stop
required by WNAC for membership fee. The dues and the annual judicial tyranny by demanding an up or down vote for judges,
conservative in their values, appointed by our President.

reports must be in the national office before the WNAC conven-
tion in order for delegates to be seated at the WNAC convention.” 6. Be it resolved that we the women of WNAC always keep the
WAC before our women and encourage all women of our

To read:“Active members shall pay membership fees yearly as
required by WNAC. The membership fees and the annual reports denomination to become involved.
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A LOOK INTO THE LIFE
OF A FWB DIRECTOR'S WIkE

ood

food

and
good  food
for thought—
over a meal is about
as good as it gets for Brenda liv.m.s,
wife of F'WB Foundation director Bill
Evans. But forget the gossip. Brenda
prefers intellectually and spiritually
stimulating conversation. She'll prob-
ably ask you what you are reading,.

Brenda loves books. IHer favorite
haunts are used bookstores, thrift
stores and Goodwills where she pur-
sues literary finds. Literature has been
a lifelong love and passion for this
native Tennessean. Her favorite authors
are Flannery O'Conner and William
Faulkner. She appreciates Faulkner's
treatment of heroes and heroines. “In
his books,” she says, “it's the average
ordinary people who end up prevail-
ing.” Sound like a Lit prof? You're right.
Brenda's bookstore finds often end up
in her high school classrooms.

Brenda loves teaching. Teacher
defines much of whosheis. Since 1990,
she’s taught English and Literature at
Brentwood Academy, a private college
prep school. Brenda currently chairs
the English department and teaches
AP Literature and 9th grade onors
English to 50-60 students. Because the
school is church affiliated, Brenda can
openly share spiritual concepts and
conclusions in the works her students
read.

Brenda loves the Lord. She was
saved at age eight in 1950, under the
ministry of Ray Turnage. Bill, unknown
to her then, was saved that same year.
Brother Turnage later impacted Bill’s
decision to attend FWBBC—where
Brenda met Bill.

Brenda loves her husband. She's
convinced the Lord put them togeth-

30 Colaborer
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er. In 1962, another marker year,
the pair got engaged, Bill graduated
from FWBBC, they married, and they
moved to their first home and first
pastorate in Littleton, NH. For the
next twenty years, Brenda graced FWB
parsonages in Georgia, Missouri, and
Kentucky, following Bill wherever God
led. “When they sang the
"Whither Thou Goest”
ding, I meant it.”

old song,
at our wed-

She sees her role as any wife’s role,
to supportand encourage her husband
to do what he loves, wherever God
leads. In 1983, God led Bill Evans into
other Christian ministries, first as rep-
resentative of Every Home for Christ,
then for the F'WB Board of Retirement,
becoming its director in 1993. These
positions demanded extensive travel.
Brenda remembers those early travel
years were difficult with three boys at
home.

Brenda loves her family, which now
also includes three daughter-in-laws
and six grandchildren. She is convinced
that Bill was, and still is, “where God
has put him. Heaven forbid that I put
hindrance in his way.”

The family’s most difficult experi-
ence came in 1991, when Bill was diag-
nosed with highly advanced stomach
cancer. Chances of survival ranged 30%
at best. Doctors removed 75% of his
stomach and he endured a nine-month
regiment of chemo. Brenda remembers
during this time, often finding Bill at
night in the recliner, emaciated, skin
SO gray, not knowing whether he was
dead or alive. Brenda also remembers
the multitude of calls and cards she
received from people worldwide who
were praying for his healing. “We knew
God could heal him, but we never
felt e was obligated,” says Brenda.
Whatever lay ahead, they knew it
would be God's best for them. Midway

BRENDA EVANS 1
FWB FOLINDATIO

through  this
time, Bill asked
God for ten
more years.
I's  been
thirteen years
now, and
Bill  remains
cancer-free,
Brenda says the
trial “taught us
that life is pre- o i Gk
cious. There is great joy in living -
Him. Satan brings despondem‘)‘/, ql‘iﬂ
couragement and death, but God ®
the giver of life.” _ ¢ this
Though the recollection of o 1
event brings fresh tears, |;l-cnd*‘, s
not much into retelling past pain>
She’s all about the fresh CX(‘h;\ﬂgC'loo
ideas. Give her something IICW”‘IHB
Bill's new title as director of the F'W
Foundation. e
Her newest love is S(‘l'«ll’lw()kmni
She discovered it last February, Jl-“[,
since that time, she’s made 170”“"? '(:g
each son's anniversary. She sees 1t ‘)3
an outlet for combining her I(“’_",(,
colors and arrangement with \f""l%ni’
skills. Brenda is continually ll“”lfl‘n"
of new projects and ideas for b_()(’l‘”‘lc
Brenda’s  loves also lllflll;o
WNAC. She’s been active since l?i,
1960's, serving in leadership I“’,::N
tions from local president to Executl at
Committee member. She's Sl’f’l“‘n .‘[g
WNAC retreats, judged Creative /\.I,,:
entries, and written for ()nllaly(”‘(..
About the only thing she’s not dO_ITl_
is serve as a ’sccrcl.u’y or ll't‘ilsl”th'
She remains active in WAC lhr()l-l?l’l
Missions Partners at her (‘hl”‘( ;
Donelson FWB, where she also S“'V]Lil
as a greeter-meeting new 170()!""" Hhc
tiating conversation, and sharing t
loves of her life.




Xeculiye
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womn

The

The Next Yoice You Hear

“HOW LONG DO YOU COOI‘( THESE
SAUSAGE AND BISCUITS?” 1 qlllpped t’o
anyone listening as ! s'lood by the’ motel’s
microwave. “1 put them in for two minutes. Is
that enough? can’t read the tiny IllStl‘ll.CthnS.
without my glasses.” 'l‘he‘ beall/‘ded,‘slmngel
standing next to me repll.ed, You re go!n.gZ
to have an explosion. 1 think 30 sec onn.isl is
recommended.” Quickly | opened the micro-
wave door. A bloated wrapper was aborut t(j
burst. Grabbing the biscuits, | thmjked the
stranger and claimeq an empty lf“l,)lti, ‘ 1

The stranger finished his breakfast and
headed toward the exit. As he.p/assied lO.Ll‘I
table, my husband leaned over an?‘ \A{]IT—
pered, “Do you know who that %Lly 1(;1”1111;?
me of?” Before | could say Wh(i).( ~kt‘1|t
stranger turned 1ownrd our ml:/lle "‘l;\]j‘j ils '1L|L~I
“Where are you folks froms aszvn e,
answered. instantly and simul-
husband and the stranger
rccognized each olher: The stmlngcr wst:?z{
husband’s ex-bl'()lher—ln—law W'1()n’1 we ‘ i ‘
not seen in thirty years. 'Ilookmg .at 1m ”ul
said, “Marjorie, | rccogmzed ym;n ‘V()]‘(;Ll. !
chuckled as | remembered h?y\i uHu:sTL] u
tease me about my soulhel'n accent. He Kne
me by my voice.

I'm reminded of

"
Tennessee,” |
taneously, my

another voice that should
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Sometimes, God speaks to us through
other people as he did to Peter through
Cornelius (Acts 10). And to David through
Nathan (2 Samuel 12). We hear his voice
through creation. "The heavens declare the
glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and
night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is
no speech nor language, where their voice is not
heard. (Psalms 19:1-3). Listen to the birds
singing, the oceans roaring, the trees sway-
ing in the wind and you will hear the voice
of God.

Most importantly, we hear His voice
through His inspired Word. Jesus said, "I have
given them thy word" (John 17:14a). "Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not
pass away" (Matthew 24:35). "...they that hear
shall live" (John 5:25Db).

As in the parable, many false voices call
out to steal our attention away from the
Truth. A voice may be telling you, “You are
disqualified to serve—you're too sinful.” But
the Samaritan woman at the well heard
His voice (John 4) and led a whole city to
Jesus. “You're too young for that position,” a
voice whispers. Timothy was young, but Paul
admonished Him to be an example of the
believer in every way so that those he minis-
tered to would see his progress and want to
be believers also (Timothy 4:12-16). “You're
too poor, let the rich support missions,”
the voice of materialism cries. The widow
in Luke 21 understood the powerlessness of
riches and gave all that she had.

Lack of ability is a false voice many hear.
Mary, the mother of Jesus, confronted her
disability, asking Gabriel how she could have
a child when she did not have a husband
(Luke 1:34). Mary accepted the angel’s expla-
nation and willing submitted to the plan of
God. Moses faced the fear most people score
as their greatest trepidation—speaking in
public. But when God calls, He enables. He
permitted Aaron to be Moses’ spokesman.

The voice of God is not silent. If we know
Him, we will recognize His voice. Tune in as
God speaks.
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