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Working on the new WNAC brochure, | recently
shared some preview copy with an office visitor, seek-
ing feedback. She commented that the description of
our organization sounded like something she would
want to be a part of, but more like a women's min-
istry than an auxiliary. "Is this really true to your pur-
pose?" she queried. "Isn't it supposed to be all about
missions? Is WNAC having an identity crisis?"

These questions from this thirty-something pas-
tor's wife prompted my ponderings. Was my per-
ception faulty? Had I misunderstood and misrepre-

sented WNAC?
Sarah Fletcher L . .
I don't think so. Yes, WNAC is about missions, yet

IDENTITY CRISIS

it is also about ministry to women. For me, they are one and the same. Our
organizational purpose statement identifies us as helping every woman find
her place in the Great Commission through responsibilities (1 like to call them

opportunities) in the home, church, community and around the world. So what

is WNAC all about?

We are about the Great Commission as every believer should be. WNAC
boasts a rich history of advancing and supporting missionary ;1(:livily w‘or]d—
wide. That emphasis continues and broadens as Internet and international
travel make participation in world evangelism a reasonable realll‘y. More and
more women are going on missions trips, cmmllqg nn.d encouraging mission-
aries and glimpsing a greater vision of what God is doing qnd can do l‘h.rough
them in our world. Because the face of missions is changing, WNAC is also
changing to better express and pursue our unchanging purpose.

We are about the home. Scripture commands us to not only be keepers at

home, but also to train others to love children and husbands. Home issues
have always been a focus for WNAC. Early essay contests explored the theme
of "The Worth of the Family Altar." As home life pressures and pr()hlt.*ms'cs.m-
late in society, we realize the great importance of pursuing and maintaining
peace in our homes and the great influence we can wield on women through
this avenue.

We are about local church ministries . ; il
aged women's Bible studies, and "more constructive w<)|:sh|p programs® in the
church. The current popularity of women's Bible sludlcls'sh()uld delight us,
not deter us. Embracing this and other ministry opportunities affords personal

“In its first handbook, WNAC encour-

growth and corporate blessings.

We are about community outreach. This means addressing 'lhc common
issues that all women, saved or unsaved, face. This involves caring and seek-
ing to meet the needs of others. More than pie suppers or projects, we value
people—individuals whom God places in our paths in the everyday. o

Is WNAC in crisis? If so, we are not alone. Christian women'’s organizations
everywhere are fielding these same type ([ll(‘!?'li()l]S: fll'(‘illlg the same paradigm
shifts. Prayer, Bible study, mentoring, cvangellsm,‘(/hrlsthn educ‘auon, person-
al growth and stewardship of life—these are all facets of WNAC. Our identity
still aligns with our purpose.

However, identity is not our greatest difficulty. It's perception. Will we
minister to the twciny and thirty-somethings of our (‘()ngrcgati'qns? That all
depends on our willingness to adapt our terminology and modify our meth-

; St e - >
odology to keep pace and appeal with 217 century women.
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Calling All Mothers

"And Moses made an end of speaking all these words to all Israel. And he said unto them, 'Set your hearts unto all the
words which | testify among you this day, which ye shall command your children to observe to do, all the words of this law. For

l
over Jordan to possess it." DEUTERONOMY 32:46-47

can remember when the ultrasound revealed that

our second child was a boy. Boys were unknown ter-

ritory for me. Though I had an older brother, he was

already a teenager when | was born. I knew nothing
about these strange little creatures and I was terrified. |
envisioned permanent marker on the walls and broken
windows from backyard baseball games. I imagined
the parent-teacher conversation about fights on the
playground and running through the halls. I have since
experienced the parent-teacher conferences, which are
quite interesting in a new language. However, I have
also experienced the sweet loving nature of a little boy
who tells me constantly how much he loves me and
delights in bringing me dandelions.

Parenting is an overwhelming responsibility with
incredible benefits. Parenting is an enormous respon-
sibility, but also an unbelievable joy. Our focus verse,

Deuteronomy 32:46, issues a call for the instruction of

our children and the obedience of our children. God

repeats this command throughout the Bible. God is

calling us to parent our children; the verses are just as
relevant for us as they were for the Hebrews.

Parenting children is often
like tending a garden.

PRESCHOOL YEARS. During the pre-

school years we work to enrich the soil. Each
child is born with distinct personality traits,
qualities which remind me of the Parable of the

o

y/

Soils found in Matthew 13.

For instance, my daughter delights in pleasing oth-
ers. She is naturally gentle
Biblical principles; she

A% and easily accepts

has a rich

by Dana Portell

it is not a vain thing for you: because it is your life: and through this thing ye shall prolong your days in the land, whither ye go

soil. Although she was blessed with a tender disposi-
tion, there are still snares that may endanger her faith.
The pleasing personality often falls prey to thorns—
people or things that creep in and choke out Biblical
principles. We must be diligently involved in our
children’s lives to identify and eradicate these thorns.

My son’s disposition, the polar opposite of my
daughter’s, might be best described as hard or rocky
soil. Biblical principles have difficulty finding rich soil
in which to take root, due to his strong-willed rebel-
lious nature. Loving discipline is a wonderful tool for
breaking through some of the rocky places in this type
personality to find the rich fertile soil that lies beneath
the surface. Discipline for the strong-willed child
needs to be rooted in love and a strong parent-child
relationship; otherwise, the rocky soil will prevail, By
nature, strong-willed children generally hold tightly to
their beliefs; therefore, once Biblical principles have
taken root, thorns of this world are not very affective.

Whatever the personality, the fertilizer to enrich the
soil of our children’s lives is prayer, scripture, instruc-
tion, and love.

ELEMENTARY YEARS. In the elementary years, we
watch as the seeds we have planted begin to grow.
Our children's spiritual lives, like tender sprouts, need
protection, nourishment and nurture. These years are 4
great time to disciple our children, teaching them the
value of a personal daily time with God.

As soon as children start reading, offer them j,
young reader edition of the Bible and a blank journal,
We recently gave our daughter such a Bible; she reads
it daily, often to her younger brother. Other great tools
for children’s quiet times include children’s hymns or
worship music and a personal CD player.




As parents, we need to equip our children with the
tools and teach them to set aside time to be alone with
God daily.

TEENAGE YEARS. In France, where we live, homes
characteristically have beautiful gardens. Each spring,
I watch my neighbors roll up their sleeves and work
tirelessly from dawn to dusk preparing their gardens.
With the first blossoms, they smile with satisfaction at
the fruits of their labor.

We watch with anxious anticipation to see our
children blossom in their teenage years. A teenager
possessing a heart after God’s is like a flower garden
in full bloom. We cannot walk past it without being
affected by its fragrance or without noticing its beauty.
[ts fragrance influences those around it and its beauty
glorifies its creator. The mother of such a child is like
the woman in Proverbs 31:28 “Her children arise up,
and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth
her.” Her children’s obedience is a testimony to the
faithfulness of her instruction and her personal obedi-
ence to God.

ADULT YEARS. By faithfully parenting our children
we provide the best environment for them to achieve
their potential and grow strong in their faith. God
does promise in Proverbs 22:6 that if we “train up a
child in the way he should go, when he is old he will not
depart from it.” This verse is an encouragement in our
parenting to be diligent and seek God’s wisdom in
rearing our children. However, we need to remember
that every child possesses a free will. Each makes a
personal decision to obey or to disobey. It is the duty

of parents to provide the instruction and the duty of

the children to be obedient.

A Call to Instruction

All the following verses share the com-

~J mon theme of instructing our children.

Too often, we leave this job to the Sunday

< school teacher, children’s pastor or youth

group leader. God gave this command to

parents; He wants us to instruct our children, raising
them in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

|deas
to strengthen your family and your faith

|. HOST TEA PARTIES with your children.

2.WRITE LOVE NOTES to your children. Put them on
their pillows or in their school lunches. (If they are too
young to read, read the note to them)

3. CREATE A BLESSING BOX. Let children decorate an
old tissue box, then fill up the box by writing down bless-
ings from the Lord on slips of paper. (Take the box out
quarterly and remember God’s blessings.)

4. CHOOSE A GODLY CHARACTER TRAIT that you
would like to see in your child and focus on that char-
acteristic for the week or month. (Make posters, read
Bible verses and stories reinforcing that character trait.)
Focus on the Family is a good resource for ideas on this
project.

5. PRAY THROUGH THEIR CLOSETS to give children a
Christian worldview. Find the country listed on the label
inside shirts or pants they wear each day. Pray for that
nation; locate it on the globe. Select a particular country
to research at the library or on the Internet.

6. SELECT A MISSIONARY FAMILY for the week or
month—check www.fwbgo.com for missionary facts and
email address. Email this missionary about your activity
and ask for prayer requests. (Try to email -2 weeks in
advance to allow time for response.) Pray with your chil-
dren for the missionary; find the missionary's country
and city on a globe; read about the people to whom they
minister. Send a package with handmade cards and store
items selected for the missionary by your children.

“Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget

the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy
heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons;”
(Deuteronomy 4:9).

“And thou shall teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of
them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way,
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.” (Deuteronomy 6:7).

“And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up.” (Deuteronomy | 1:19).

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will
not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6).

Note Deuteronomy 6:7 and 11:19. Instruction
requires time with our children. It does not occur only




on Sunday mornings. Instruction in the ways of the
Lord should be a natural overflow of our personal walk
with God. We cannot properly parent our children
without a strong relationship with God, staying in His
Word and praying constantly. The Bible does not com-
mand us to conduct family devotions just after supper
and never mention God again until the next day. The
context of these verses implies that throughout the day
we should impress upon our children the laws of God,
His teachings, His principles for their lives. Instruction
needs to be intentional. We must be meditating on
God's law to be ready and able to pass it
along to our children—seizing the teach-
able moments as they occur.

A Call to Obedience

Deuteronomy 32:46 commands that
we instruct our children so that they will
obey God’s law. The Bible links obedience to authority
with longevity and success in life. Because God created
us, He knows exactly how our bodies function and
He knows the effects of obedience and disobedience.
Consider these Bible truths concerning obedience.

“This day the Lord thy God hath commanded thee to do these stat-
utes and judgments: thou shalt therefore keep and do them with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul.” (Deuteronomy 26:16).

“This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according
to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous,
and then thou shalt have good success:" (Joshua 1:8).

“And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.” (I Samuel 15:22).

As parents we are called to teach our children obe-
dience. Many theories and books on the subject of
obedience can be useful tools to accompany the Bible
in training our children. (Practical suggestions and
reviews at the end of this article are designed to help
maximize parenting skills.)

Both parents and children are called to obey. We
illustrate obedience to our children by our actions. My
husband and 1 have shared with our children many
times concerning the conflict of our will and God's
will. Because they are young, we have told our chil-
dren verbally about times when we, as their parents,
have chosen to obey God. _ We've also noted
times we disobeyed, cit- W / ing the con-

Book List (for mothers)

A Mother’s Heart by Jean Fleming

) “*Shepherding a Child’s Heart by
Tedd Tripp

Seven Life Principles for Every Woman by
Sharon Jaynes and Lysa Terkeurst
The Blessing by Gary Smalley and John Trent, PH.D.
The Way They Learn by Cynthia Ulrich Tobias

How to Make Your Child Mind Without Losing Yours, by
Dr. Kevin Lehman

The Five Love Languages of Children by Gary D. Chap-
man and Ross Campbell, M.D.

**Bringing Up Boys by Dr. James Dobson
The Strong-Willed Child by Dr. James Dobson
Parenting Isn’t For Cowards by Dr. James Dobson

**These titles are reviewed on page eight.

sequences that followed. We have explained that we
had a choice to obey or disobey God when we heard
His call to be missionaries to France.

We teach our children to obey us so they will learn
to obey God. Ephesians 6:1-4 speaks to both children
and parents. Children are to obey their parents while
parents are to instruct and discipline them according
to the ways of the Bible. Submission to authority is
a virtue lacking in our cultures today.
We must take the time to instill this
value in our children.

A Call to Parenting

Prayer became one of our family’s
main preparations for leaving the
USA to follow God's call as missionar-
ies to France. The majority of our prayers
were directed toward adjustment in a new
culture. Our children prayed with us. They
asked God to provide good friends and nice
teachers. Upon arriving at language school, we saw
a multitude of children; our children saw God's pro-




vision. We made wonderful friends and so did our
children. Our strongest concern was for our daughter,
McKenna. God gave her seven girls, near her age, who
became her closest friends. One by one, at the end of
each semester, we eventually said goodbye to all seven
girls. We prayed asking God to send more girls close to
McKenna's age to replace the friends who had leﬂ..

The beginning of the semester came and went with-
out the arrival of any new girls. McKenna, seven years
old at the time, would lie awake in her bed for more
than three hours each night praying that God would
provide a friend. After some time, McKenna confided
in me about her prayers for a friend, and asked me
why God was not responding.

I recognized this as a teachable moment an_d began
to explain the purpose of struggles in lhg life of a
Christian. We talked about yielding our will to (J_od
and accepting His plan for our lives. | watched 'her faith
grow during the following months. She continued to
ask God for a friend, but she was willing to accept
God’s will for her life. She learned to surrender a.nd
yield her wants and desires so that she could receive
the desires that God wanted to place in her heart.

Eventually, she made friends with French girls in
her class, and she began to pray for their salvation.
Because she was willing to set aside her desire for an
American friend, she received God’s desire for her life
to carry the light. God provides opportunities for us
to teach our children. Seizing these moments, we can
inspire their lives for Christ.

As our creator, God knows the inner workings of
man. As our God who became human for us, He knows
our fleshly struggles. He understands the struggles of
being a mother and the struggles of being a child. God
provided wonderful examples in the Bible for moth-
ers. He gave us an intimate look into the private life
of Hannah who prayed for years for the privilege of
being a mother. He gave us the example of Eunice and
Lois, the mother and grandmother of Timothy. He has
equipped us with the tools to be godly mothers invest-
ing our lives to produce godly children with a heart for
His kingdom.

A Call to Action

It is not too late to change your style of parenting,
and to reclaim your family for Christ. Be prepared for
resistance, not necessarily the resistance from

Book List (for children)

ily Heritage Builders)
Arthur and Janna Arndt

daughters)

The Wemmick series by Max Lucado ( .
sons to help children find their worth in Christ)

Johnstone (gives children a Biblical worldview)

Age-appropriate devotional books (many
are available through Focus on the Fam-

Lord, Teach Me to Study Your Word and Lord,
Teach Me to Pray, devotional books by Kay

Growing Little Women by Donna J. Miller and
Christine Yount (devotional for moms and younger

(powerful les-

Window on the World by Daphne Spraggett and Jill

your family. While writing this article there
has been more dysfunction in our home than
normal, more occasions for marital disputes
and more stress contributing to hasty reactions
to our children. Our enemy fears a strong fam-
ily patterned after the heart of God. He knows
the potential in such a family for reaching the
world for Christ and for glorifying the heavenly
Father. Press on mothers, for God is on your
side.

Dana Portell and her husband,
Darren, serve as FWB missionar-
ies to France ministering to North
Africans. During their first term,
Dana is studying French lan-
guage and culture while home-
schooling her children, McKenna
and McGwire. She is active in
children’s ministry in her church
in France.

For March program presentation ideas and helps see the 2006

Program and Plan Book, pp. 30-33
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' Shepherding a Child’s Heart
by Ted Tripp

(Shepherd Press: ISBN 0966378601; $13.95 )

“God has called you to a more profound task than being
a care-provider.
You shepherd your child in God’s behalf.”

Tedd Tripp's book Shepherding a Child’s Heart gives childrear-
ing advice that is deeply steeped in biblical truth yet relevant to every-
day parenting issues.

These days we are flooded with books on child psychology and childrearing
techniques that are at odds with biblical faith. This book's significance is that
it roots itself in ancient scriptural wisdom.

Tripp says that Christian parents need to instill a “Godward orientation” in
their children so that children’s life experiences and interactions—everything they
think and say and do—will be oriented toward God who created them. He stresses
that God created people for a relationship with Himself. The most important job of
parents is to shepherd children’s hearts so they will be in a relationship with their
creator.

“Itis God who has given us authority to parent. We are “on His errand, not ours,”
Lr.lpp s:(aiys. Our main goal as parents is to shepherd our children’s hearts to be God-

irected.

The shepherding process involves tireless training, teaching, interacting, and
communicating with our children. Tripp says that the key to this process is “in every
context...to set a biblical worldview before your children.”

Tripp quotes Proverbs 4:23, “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the
issues of life.” The heart, he says, determines behavior. He takes parents through the
process of guiding our children’s hearts—training them to understand God, His ways,
themselves, sin, the human heart, and the gospel that meets all their needs.

Though some readers have objected to Tripp's view of the use of the rod in child
discipline, he solidly grounds his counsel in the godly wisdom of Proverbs. Yet dis-
cipline is only a subpoint of Tripp’s book. His goal is to help parents shepherd their
children’s hearts to enable children to glorify God and live in His joy in all they are.

—Reviewed by Melinda Pinson
Bringing Up Boys

by James Dobson REVI[W

(Tyndale House: ISBN 084235266X; $19.99)

I am the mom of three boys and one girl—in that
order. Many days, | could not believe what those boys
could do. If it involved dirt, water, building, or making
a mess—they loved it. Boys are different from girls.

In a culture that tends to apply a one-size-fits-all philoso-
phy for raising children, James Dobson, has written a book about raising boys.
Dr. Dobson is a trusted authority on the family and is founder and president of
Focus on the Family, a non-profit organization that produces his internationally
syndicated radio program heard daily by over 200 million people and produces
many products to help families.

Dr. Dobson says that boys are just different and they are in the center of a
culture war. Boys are more likely to use drugs, get in trouble at school, drop out of
school, and be in trouble with the law. He offers practical advice and encourage-
ment to parents. He attempts to explain why boys are the way they are and how
to understand their physical and emotional development. He discusses homosexu-
ality and gives ways to recognize the tendencies in boys. He suggests several ways
to motivate boys to become godly men.

| would recommend this book to any parent or grandparent who wants to
influence this generation of boys. The book is also a video seminar ideal for a
small group study.

—Reviewed by Sandy Atwood
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My nameis Zhanna.lam
from the city of Taraz,
in southern Kazakhstan.
I’d like to share how |

came to know God.

Choosing a university was a
pressing issue for me after grad-
uation. An excellent student in
school, I was expected to enter
a prestigious university, prefer-
ably in a big city.

I decided to enroll in the
St. Petersburg-based Trade and
Economics University as a dis-
tant student. I would study
on my own most of the time
and go to St. Petersburg sev-
eral times a year to take exams.
Though many were saying that
I was bound to fail, still, I was
accepted by this university and
began taking classes.

At the same time | succeeded
in finding a job. At age eigh-
teen, 1 was employed as a com-
modity expert for a large-scale
trading group. I worked for this
large company as part of its
business team throughout my
time of study at the university.
Enjoying the thought that I had
already started my career path
and anticipating that I would
achieve even more upon gradu-
ation, 1 imagined that I would
make a fortune.

FHowever, during my second
year of studies | became preg-
nant and had a child. T was
gripped with the quc:s‘ti(m of
whether 1 should continue my
studies or stay at home to look
after the baby. My husband was
certainly against further studies,
but my parents convinced me to
think of my future.



"Ways to God are unique.The Lord works with every individual in a
special way. He knows what is good for the person and what is not.
He Himself directs every person into the true way..."

Eventually, I left my two-month-
old baby with my parents in my
home city and headed for St
Petersburg to continue my studies.
I felt I must leave the baby as my
journey was a long and compli-
cated one. While there, however, 1
could not concentrate on my stud-
ies because 1 was deeply worried
about the baby. I repeatedly sacri-
ficed my child for my studies. And
sure enough, this had a negative
effect on his further rearing.

I had always earned enough
money to afford travel to and from
St. Petersburg. Yet, when the time
came for me to defend my final
paper, 1 was absolutely broke with
no means to go. Thus, having stud-
ied for six years, | was unable to
defend my thesis.

During this time, my marriage
crumbled. My entire career also
went to the dogs, since by that time,
the Soviet trading system had col-
lapsed. That's all I achieved, relying
on my own ambition, reason and
abilities.

In the year 2000, 1 first heard the
Good News from my husband. (By
this time, I had remarried.) In April
of the same year, Jesus Christ came
into my heart and in August, I was
baptized. Life for me began anew.
However, as a young Christian, |
faced multiple tough situations in
church; sometimes I was really con-
fused. Looking back, I am grate-
ful to God for the hardships that
made me grow in spirit. My hus-
band remained close, supporting
and encouraging me through the
process.

When a new program began in
the Bible School of Almaty, training
students in the Kazakh language,

he was invited to study in that
group. | learned that the school
also offered a missionary ministry
track. I'd always liked to study.

Therefore, after much prayer, God

led me to enroll and become a mis-
sionary. But not so fast.

Another joyful event lay in store
for us. God granted us a baby.
Waiting so long, we had almost
lost hope that we would ever have
a child: T had not been able to
conceive for quite some time. Even
after surgery. doctors gave us little
chance for a baby. “Possibility is
1% out of 100%—if God helps,”
one non-believing doctor had said.
Yet, my husband incessantly asked
God to intervene. Five months after
the surgery, God blessed us and |
became pregnant.

Once again | faced a
dilemma: Should | go and
study or should | stay at
home to bring up the

child?

My husband and I surrendered
the situation to God, asking Him to
guide our decision. In September,
I enrolled in the missionary pro-
gram. | knew that if God allowed
me to study He would provide
for all my needs. God plentifully
blessed my study during the entire
pregnancy.

Presently, I'm both a mother and
a student. Now, every time | come
to Almaty for a session of lectures,
I bring my mom along to take care
of the baby. This is yet another
blessing from God, because she is
not a believer,

While at the Institute, my moth-
er has been able to feel the love of
Christ. What a joy to see her read-

Students at the Bible Institute in
Almaty, KZ. Zhenna is circled.

ing Christian literature. Each time
we pack our things to go, she says
that “she is looking forward to see-
ing her brothers and sisters at the
Institute.” She has made friends
with everyone there.

What a contrast I now see. When
I lived in line with my own will,
I enjoyed all worldly goods. 1 pos-
sessed ambitious plans for the future.
And all these dissipated as sand.

Now, walking with God, my out-
look on life has changed, I do not
worry too much about tomorrow. |
am sure God Himself will take care
of me because the Bible teaches,
“Take no thought for your life, what ye
shall eat, or what ye shall drink... seek
ye first the kingdom of God.”

I see His blessings as we are sur-
rendered to His will, working in
His harvest field. I believe Ie has
something more in store for my
husband and me. | sense lle is
uniquely preparing a special minis-
try that will allow us to be effective
and productive in His service.

Nothing happens by accident
when we walk with the Lord. e
knows best how to match capabili-
ties and tasks in His design to save
this perishing world.”

Eugenia (Jenny)
Kanunnikova  lives
in Almaty, KZ and
serves as a ransla-
tor for BMI. A mem-
ber of her church's
bell choir and edi-
tor of a newsletter,
Jenny aspires to be a
Christian journalist.
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A visit to the eye doctor, August 9, 2005,
forever changed our son's life.

Laughter
in His Eyes

When THunter, our youngest
son, went for his eight-year-old
checkup this past June, the pedia-
trician recommended he see an
ophthalmologist. I assumed this
would be a routine check. When
my husband called to tell me that
a retina specialist was coming in an
hour and could I please get a ride
to the hospital, I knew it was more.
(Especially since I'd had major back
surgery just four weeks earlier and
the hospital was in Georgia, not
South Carolina, our home state.)

Arriving at the hospital, we met

with several doctors and learned of

a giant tear in the retina of Hunter’s
right eye. Without surgery, the doc-
tors informed us, Hunter would
lose complete sight in as little as
24 hours.

Hunter was admitted and placed

on complete bed rest. That in itself

was quite comical, since that very
morning I'd disciplined him for
jumping from the loveseat to the
couch to the chair—all the time
barely missing the coffee table
with his head. Now he wasn’t even
allowed to go to the bathroom by
himself for fear he would fall or
slip.

When the doctors asked if they
could “go in and reattach
the retina and put a band
around the eye,” of course,
I gave my permission. By
the goodness of the Lord,
the doctor failed to tell me
that the eyeball would be
removed in order to reattach
and repair.
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by Teresa Smith

Hunter’s surgery was successful,
though he was totally blind for two
days. He has now regained sight
in his good eye, but is technically
blind (20/400 vision) in the one
eye. He experiences double vision
and only sees shapes at any dis-
tance greater than just a few feet
from him.

Still, the doctors say this is good
considering how badly his retina
was torn. During the surgery they
found a suspect spot on Hunter's
other eye, so he must continue to
be careful.

Hunter is a funny little guy. He
can’t play sports or run and jump
like he used to, but he’s learned

other ways to play. Instead of

becoming bitter, he has turned to
laughter.

He now goes up to elevators and
bathroom signs, closes his good eye
and declares he is learning Braille.
He is determined to transform our
untrainable collie/St. Bernard into
a seeing-eye dog. (This is the dog
we keep penned in the back yard
because he runs directly to the
road when he’s loosed.) Hunter
also threatens to buy a false eyeball
just to scare me, since his real eye is
held with stitches.

Doctors have found no appar-
ent cause as to why this hap]wnt‘d
to our son, but we know God has
a plan. Hunter has been a witness
o many a person going through
difficult times. He has encouraged
waitresses who are having a hard
day. He always seems to have an
encouraging word for others.

Hunter appears very comfortable
with his situation; he gives God
praise. His humor, amidst the pos-
sibility of losing all his sight, amaz-
es us. Recently, he amused (fright-
ened) a couple of carnival booth
workers. Darts in hand, Hunter
(with double vision, a blind spot,
and no depth perception) looked
toward the man standing on his
right and said, “Mister you might
want to move. | am blind in this
eye and | may accidentally take
your eye out.” The man immedi-
ately jumped out of the booth.

‘When people say they are sorry
l.hIS happencd, [ tell them I'm glad,
for God has brought true laughter
to my child. Its part of His divine
plan for Hunter.

We can choose to cry or laugh
when life gets rough; Hunter has
chosen to laugh. we laugh, too,
and try to keep him away from the
fake eyeballs, so Mom won't
have a heart attack.

Teresa Smith serves along-
side her husband Todd as FWB
Home missionaries in Aiken,
SC. The recent picture dat left
includes  children  Cameron,
Victoria, and Hunter, sporting
his new eyeglasses.



April program helps and

hen 1 was a
young Jewish
girl growing up
in Bethesda,
Maryland, Passover didn’t
have a lot of deep spiritual
meaning to me. However, I
do fondly remember that annual
holiday observance more than any
other throughout the year.

The special meal called lhe_Seder
was filled with predictable r11.uals,
family togetherness and great food.
I felt special being Jewish because
| knew God cared enough for my
people to rescue them out of the
grips of Egyptian slavery.

There is something very awe-
inspiring to know that a most

suggestions are found on pp. 34-37; 72-82

powerful and holy God would
actually go to the extreme of
miraculously parting the Red Sea
to save my ancestors and give them
freedom. That doesn’t even include
the gripping prelude to Passover,
which details the supernatural
plagues God brought on the
Egyptians to “Let my people go.”
These are all part of the very exciting
edge-of-your-seat story that never
loses its fascination year after year.
Tracing back to the beginning of
the story always overwhelmed me
with tears. It's amazing that before
Moses became God’s anointed
leader, he started his life on a wing
and a prayer—a baby separated
from the warmth of his mother’s

FEATURE

BY LUCY WRIGHT

of the 2006 WNAC Program and Plan Book.

loving arms, floating in a basket
down a river.

A JEW BORN ANEW

Many years have faded into the
memory books since my childhood
Passover celebrations. The days of
making funny faces across the table
at my sister Judy to make her laugh
during the most solemn moments
of the Seder are long gone. Now
that I'm a Jewish believer in Jesus,
or a Jew Born Anew as I like to call it,
Passover seems ever more relevant.

It wasn't always this way. For
many years after [ was saved, I didn't
see how all the traditions really had
a place in my life.

Interest started to pique for me,
as well as for my Christian husband,

Colaborer MAR + APR 2006
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DOES PASSOVER PLAY A ROLE

as we attended Passover

Seders organized by
a local  Messianic
Synagogue. Messianic
Jews and Christians
with a great and
genuine love for the
Jews and Israel presented

these symbolic dinners.

In most recent years | have been
deeply moved as I have witnessed
a growing interest and awareness
within the Christian church as to
how the Jewish roots of Christianity
hold deep significance, not only
with the past, but with God'’s plan
for the future. In fact, I'm often a
little startled and surprised when
some Christians who find out I'm
Jewish, get so excited and treat me
in such a special way.

In each case, as I have gotten to
know these individuals, 1've seen
a common thread—they all have
a passion to understand God's
word specifically as it relates to His
prophecies of the Jews and Israel. |
believe God is rapidly giving these
revelations to His people.

SO WHAT DOES
PASSOVER HAVE
TO DOWITH

JESUS?
EVERYTHING.

So what does Passover have to do
with Jesus? Everything. Little Yeshua
(as He was called in Hebrew) grew
up celebrating Passover with his
family year after year.

He probably didn't make funny
faces at his siblings like I did, but
I'm sure he ate matzo (unleavened
bread), heardthellebrew
prayers, sang Hebrew
songs and recounted
the miracles of
Passover through
the symbolic

2006
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elements traditionally placed on
the Seder plate.

As Messianic  Pastor Raphael
Giglio of New River Fellowship in
Franklin, TN, points out, “Passover
was so important to Jesus that He
made it His last supper with His
apostles (Mark 14:12, Luke 22:1).”
Raphael’s mother Phyllis, an author,

adds, “This is a commemoration of

what God has done, is doing and
will do to save His people—always
by the blood of the perfect lamb.”

HE IS OUR PASSOVER

Multiple verses in both the
Old and New Testaments seem to
trumpet the strong significance
God places on Passover for Jews and
Christians alike. In 1 Corinthians
5:7 our Savior is referred to as
Passover itself. “For even Christ our
Passover is sacrificed for us.” Jesus
was the ultimate sacrifice from the
slavery of sin.

This is a freedom 1 never tasted
before I met my Savior. Now [ can
experience the exciting freedom
of Passover in a (ruly multi-
dimensional way. It's a celebration
of my Jewish ancestors' release
from bondage combined with
the ultimate freedom of forgiven
sins, guidance of the Holy Spirit,
unspeakable joy and total assurance
of what will happen to me after
my physical death. That is true
freedom.

A FEAST FOREVER

For a thorough explanation
of Passover, I recommend going
straight to the source and reading
all of Exodus 12. One specific
verse in that chapter reveals that
God really means business about
keeping Passover. God gives this
clear directive in verse 14 “And this
day shall be unto you for a memorial;
and ye shall keep it a feast to the
Lord throughout your generations;
ye shall keep it a feast by an
ordinance forever.”

This isn't just some quaint or
trendy thing to do. God wants us to
recount the very essence of what it
was like to be slaves who are granted
freedom for all the days of our lives.

This sentiment is echoed once again

in Deuteronomy 16:1-6.

WHAT ABOUT
GENTILES?

Certainly |
the heritage, which
beckons me back to
recount what happened
many generations ago.
However, | wondered
how Passover affects other
non-Jewish believers who

have

share
God’s tender heart towards Israel.
Dr. Gary Ball, pastor of Grace

Church in Nashville, TN, has a
vision that has truly blessed my
family. He says:

Our church has presented
the Seder meal for three years.
Personally, the meal never
becomes mundane but rather
continues to thrill my soul
in a greater measure each
year. Understanding this Old
Testament experience awakens
our realization that God
was pointing to the Messiah
centuries before Jesus’ birth.

Each element of the Seder
is significant. Fach tells a
story of the history and the
journey of the Jewish people.
They also clearly inform of a
Messiah who was coming and
who will not only set a people
free but also provide a place
of "milk and honey" for all
eternity.

If per chance you have not
experienced the Seder meal,
then it must become a priority
on your Christian calendar.

I am confident the Lord

will bless the heart of each

Christian who partakes of this

ancient phenomena.

Another dear saint who has
been very influential in bringing



awareness of Jewish observances
and  customs to  mainstream
Christians, is Nancy Campbell,
author and founder of Above Rubies
Magazine www.aboverubies.org.
Her special ministry is to encourage
wives, mothers and families around
the world. She offers this unique
perspective.

What I love about Passover is

the revelation that it enhances

our redemption in such a

practical way—to show our

salvation. The Seder is such

a hands-on meal. Every sense

is used in remembering what

God did for Israel and for us.

The children are partaking of

it. God wants us to celebrate

[is feasts around the table.

This is ordained by God to

celebrate around the family

meal table rather than in a

meeting. In this way we will

remember more.

Tommy Waller is founder of I1a
Yovel (The Jubilee), a ministry that
actively loves and serves the people
of Israel www.llayovel.com. lle
notes:

Intertwined in the Passover

is the redemptive story of

the Gospel. Amazingly not
one jot was overlooked in

Jesus’ fulfillment of this

appointed time. The whole

week of this biblical feast, the
Feast of Unleavened

Bread, which includes
Passover and  First
Fruits, revealed to
us the reason he had

to die, the reason
He had to be sinless
(unleavened), and why
e arose and became the

First Fruits from the grave.

(1 Corinthians 15:20).

Many of us can relate to the
viewpoint of Lori Thomas, a Bible
teacher in Hendersonville, TN,

Growing up in a Christian

home our family faithfully

watched the annual airing of
the Cecil B. DeMille classic,
"“The ‘Ten Commandments.”
I recall well the imagery of
Joshua spreading the blood
of the lamb on the doorposts
of the Hebrew homes so that
the angel of death would "pass
over’ them according to God's
command. Little did I know
at the time that | was seeing
pictured what would become
the finished work of Jesus in
my life.

Jesus did finish the work on the
cross for all those willing to accept
it. This Risen Savior is what we
celebrate at Laster.

BESIDES THE
SPIRITUAL
IMPLICATIONS,
ISTHERE A
CONNECTION
BETWEEN PASSOVER

AND EASTER?

EASTER WAS
INITIALLY

IN THE LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN?

Church officials took it upon
themselves to change the original
date of Faster, which had been
observed for over 200 years after
Jesus’ death. As my pastor,
Robert J. Morgan of The
Donelson Fellowship
in Nashville, TN,
pointed out, the
controversy over when
to celebrate Laster
happened way back in
the second century.

The bishops of Rome wanted it
to be celebrated on a Sunday and
never on the 14t of Nisan (the date
of Passover on the Jewish calendar).
[Towever, the church in the East
believed Laster should be
celebrated in conjunction
with Passover, as it took
place. The Fathers of Nicaea
(in  present day ‘Turkey)
decided to settle this hot-
potato issue by making a
regulation to never celebrate
Faster at the same time as
Passover, but always after
the first vernal equinox full

moon.

This problem has become
even more convoluted by
differing uses of the Julian

CELEBRATED
IN CONJUNCTION
WITH PASSOVER.

and  Gregorian  calendars,
how leap vyears fall and
varying definitions of the

Besides thespiritual implications,
is there a connection between
Passover and Laster? You may have
noticed that occasionally the two
holidays coincide, but often they
are celebrated weeks apart. Why is
that?

Easter initially was celebrated in
conjunction with Passover. After all,
this was clearly the order in which
history transpired—Jesus entered
Jerusalem to celebrate Passover (the
Last Supper), followed by His arrest,
crucifixion, death and resurrection.

vernal equinox and full
moon. That is why Easter is
a moveable holiday which
can fall on any Sunday between
March 22 and April 25.

In Orthodox Christian churches
(many of which are located in the
Middle East and eastern Europe),
Baster is still always celebrated
following Passover. In contrast,
our Western  Church
sometimes  celebrates
Christ's  resurrec-
tion weeks before

Passover.
Knowing the Bib-
lical significance,
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PRACTICALLY,
HOW CAN |
CELEBRATE
PASSOVER!?

PARTICIPATE IN
A SEDER MEAL.

...HOLD A SEDER
IN YOUR HOME
AND REALLY
PERSONALIZE
THE FEAST.

relevancy and history of Passover,
you may wonder—practically, how
can | celebrate Passover? 1 would
highly encourage you to participate
in a Seder meal to truly get the flavor
of the occasion. Then, perhaps you
will wish to hold a Seder in your
home and really personalize the
feast. Iriends will probably be so
interested in what you are doing
that you will find great blessing in
using this memorable holiday as an
opportunity for hospitality.

Much of the mystery and
intimidation of holding such a
meaningful gathering in your home
can be eliminated just by having
the right tools. Most importantly,
you'll need several copies of the

Haggadah, which recounts the
Exodus story using prayers, songs
and recitations. It also details the
symbolism of what is taking place;
this takes the form of a meal and
service around your dinner table.

An appropriate frame of mind
as family or guests gather together
is to think of yourself as one of the
escaping slaves, therefore not taking
freedom for granted.

We remember the bitterness
of slavery with bitter herbs and
the tears of the Ilebrews with salt
water. We eat matzo because the
Jews did not have time to bake their
bread before escaping. A delicious
concoction of chopped apples,
nuts, cinnamon and wine (grape
juice) called haroset reminds us
of the bricks and mortar the slaves
made in Egypt. At every Seder we
hide a piece of matzo called the
afikomen; the children will search
for this after the meal.

If you would like more details
about what to expect at a Seder and
what it all means, or if you would
like specific instructions on how
to conduct a Seder, particularly in
a way that ties in the true Lamb of
God, there’s loads of information
available over the Internet. Do an
onlinesearch of “Messianic Passover
Seder” or download an online
IHaggadah from www.yeshuatisrael.
com as a starting point. Check
out resources at your local public
library (although these would

fully serves the Lord
from home as help-

probably
not be
messianic) or
perhaps try your

local Christian bookstore.

The main thing is not to feel
pressured about whether you're
doing things the right way. God will
honor your heart’s desire to glorify
Him. .

Just as an extra point of
encouragement—I've been to loads
of Seders and they've all been very
different. As long as you stick to
the general prayers outlined in the
IHaggadah and dosome preplanning
with the meal, you will discover
your own rhythm and emphasis to
iwrsmmlim‘ this festive occasion as
a sweet smelling fragrance to the
Lord.

Wright joy-

Lucy 1
|

meet to Jim. She keeps |
busy training her five | ¥
children to go deep
with Jesus and catch
a vision for their pur-
pose as His frontline
attends  Donelson
Nashville, TN.

warriors. She

FWB Church in

meal.

SOME PASSOVER TERMS

Seder (SAY-der): the Passover

Maror (MAH-ror): bitter herbs
[either horseradish or romaine

ENGLISH ONLY,
PLEASE...

lettuce] symbolizing the bitter-
ness of slavery in Egypt.

DON'T LET THE HEBREW
PHRASES of the Haggadah in the
2006 Program and Plan Book keep
you from observing a Seder. These

Haggadah (HAH-gah-dah): a
written order of service for the
Seder.

Matzah or Matzo (MAHT-zuh):

unleavened bread, usually placed

in a special bag.

Haroset or Charoset (HAR-
o-set): a mixture of apples, nuts,

‘ and juice representing the bricks

and mortar Israelites used in

Egypt.

Afikomen: (ah-FIK-o-men): a
piece of matzah that is hidden
and found by children during the
passover f<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>