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- PREFACE.

To rHE Rnnﬁ\nx.

Waen 1 ﬁgst began to keep a Journal of my Life and
" Travels, I had hc; intention of publishing a scroll of it in my
life time. But, when I had travelled several years, and had-
seen many hundreds of souls converted to God, I thought it
a duty which I owed to Him, and his-people, to publish a
brief account of the wonderful manifestations of his good-
ness, and displays of his power, both to myself and others:
fearing, if I did not put these things to the press myse]f;
they might, like some other valuable writings of this nature,
be neglected and never be published. And being strongly
solicted by many of the lovers of Jesus, of different de-
nominations, I prepared this first volume for the press,which
contains a brief account of the first twenty-seven years,
(lacking a few months) of my life.—In giving this account,
I have endeavored to make use of words easy to be under-
stood, and to avoid all exaggeration ; and have labored to
represent those things which I have seen and herard, as they
appeared to me at the time.

I have sometimes found it necessary, in great reforma-
tions, &c. to mention the particulars from day to day ; while
at other times, | have passed over months and years, with
very few remarks. ‘
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I have also been under the necessity of mentioning the
names of a great many people, and sometimes their char-
.acters; but not with a design of doing them any> harm.—
Where people have been kind to me, I have noted it; and
where 1 have met with opposition, I have mentioned that,
and only wish, that such may amend their ways and their
doings. T do not expect that the following sheets will be
very entertaining, to those who are the avowed enemies of
Jesus Christ ; nor to those who have a form \‘@’Eagbdﬁness,
but deny the power thereof. And perbaps téoée who are
built, and building, on the doctrines of me;y« will overlook
my subject. While I bumbly trust, those,m‘}_:o have found.
Him, of whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write,
Jxsus or Nazsrerh, will most heartily jofx;“with me, to
speak of the glory of his kingdem, and talk of his power.—
I, therefore, dedicate it to God and his peop_lg,—‘}-'and to poor
mourning, laboring, heavy-laden, penitent iﬁners, whoare
longing for an interest in Christ, Hand,i_t,*: O my Saviour,
to the hearts of thousands, to their eternal joy,and thine
eternal praise. Amen. T J.C,

-

LIFE, &c. OF JOHN_COLBY.

L}

1 was born V'l‘\)fl the town of Sandwich, in the county

. of Strafford, and State of New-Hampshire, Decem-

ath, A. D. 1787 My father’s name was Tor:}(:;-
berC 'z, born at Amesbury, Mass 3 myHm. her s
P st ATwoob, born in Weare, N.H.; ¢ rgr.
e e in Sutton Vt. formerly Billymead. e
mer ‘t‘).e:‘whenl was but a child, and while in Ehe mxo;-
mfe?;mZe vanities peculiar to that age, the Lord ileprthat
0 by bis spirit, and manifested to my mmc, hat
?d;:: bgm to die. And being mfor.mgd ainTyafte: |
structors, (0 o :{lasthaé %aeyagf {)um%e small and
death at‘ ::hs‘fa}:x.d“g:e?ore God, and be judgedh acc:tcll;
G n}lll deeds done in the body; _and that t OS'Z >
oo tg éred and were S\ncere christians, would fadred .
lrf?x:ed (i)m,o heaven, where Grodhapc}.a:;r;gel‘s:7 :;?151:1 ebé
not christians,
B oo ftxhi)lsewzgx?e t‘}:I: l;ieevil and his gngels were cgn‘;
oo mto“?hi,le 1 thought on these things, 2 que;t;gt-
ﬁ_ned-g'-;_ arose in my mind, What is 1t t0 bea ¢ ;wn
l'lkePt ‘And not being able to determine 1o mymﬁet
:l?r;d, being only about eight ye::sogfoafezhrgy si:; i t):
ini ers !
i t%e;ttf;r )itcl)oawz(smglder than mysell, In htot;;‘eai
e/ 1.e info’rmatiou from him. Bat the n;)os ihas
tIocgae:ltrsefrrx?ernber of his conversation 15, that he

1#



6 LIFE OF JOHN COLBY.

me, that father and mother were christians; and that
he and [ were sinners.  But, said he, “I meantobe a
cbristian before I die.”” 1 answered, so dol. I re-
member I thought that he was older than I, and if he

could put off these things to a future period, it might
be well for me 10 do so too.

But I can now see,
how children in the morning of life, neglect seeking the

Lord, by the example of those who are older. It
pleased God, one night ina dream, to convince 1ne,
that L had a soul, which would exist after,my body
was dead. In the dead of night, while deep sleep
was upon me, I dreamed, and lo! & man entered the
door of the apartment where Ilay, with a loaded mus-
ket in his hand and while I lay looking at the man, to
my great surprise, he took aim at me and.fired! The
explosion was lond as thunder; and the fatal charge
pierced through my breast. An awfulscene immedi-
ately presented! My body began to decay and fade

like the flower of the grass, until it retwned to its -

mother earth, and [el] into a silent repose. The soul
revived in proporticn to the recession of the body,
and appeared to be both perplexed and distressed, and
in great consternation flew around the walls of the clay
tenement, fluitering at each avenue, and crying for
help, as if loth to leave its wonted abode; until the
lungs ceased to heave, the pulse to beat, and blood to
flow. The soul then was forced out. The scene
then appeared eternal, and as [ was about to_ take iy
flight to unknown worlds, and leave every earthly
thing behind me, I immediately awoke, and behold it
was a dream !

This thoroughly convinced me that the soul exist-
ed after the body was dead. Conviction now began
to roll heavy on my mind: but my language was ¢*Lord,
'l am young—I am but a child—spare me till such
and such a time—then I will attend to thy call.”—
But alas! when the appointed time came, I wasno
less anxious,to put off shese things than before. How-

1
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i lowed me; and by times,
:‘regégﬁeaaéZ;Tég;g t?x;iainsfc())x‘netimes wished I had nev-
0 .
* ?e?unbl:(:cno’llect, that 1 was one day coming i;rlz::
?5 and as I was contemp}atlng on my sx.miz nce,
Tt oo b a load of sin and guilt upon my conscd ce)
e med to me, that 1 could not live uncer 1 .
tIhat}‘)gsse;iqress, 1 cried out with an aud\l.)}e”ml]tg;ol;
‘?ere Lo-rd 1 am, do xyith me as t?;):ndwtll'l ;t | Dot
notwithstandingl so cried, 1soon found that & e
Aline that the will of God shou . Lok
whe I?emrﬁed home, 1 felt an 1mpression (w ¥
Wh%n' think was {rom the Lord) to kneel gim}vnd a d
l*;)erazlxy)to him for mercy. . And had I ot:;eyeci;(t.:,e motzny
s 've found rest and P
nm’glhea(‘i; ioﬁ?ul%\ﬁathe cross appeared 50 ngea_t to r:dgl,.
tt‘i:)a‘:: instead of obeying the Spirit of God, 1 1mm

T o Fehig, go thy way for this
e t?\fx%larvlv{xoeg r]?};)’a}/t eal fonve,nie%n season, I\V\llbczl;
ti'lt)ﬂrmt{]ée.” But, alas! how sh{r:éku;%yn:‘m’lisctke}aav;ra ;:er;
o C_Ons‘?quen%?l; lx‘:gyh’? Erl;?inreturned to me no more.
tlhxu‘?t’ tl?ec"xnfxave taker; up this dolefudl éamenctla;]?:;;
“harvest i mer is ended, 2an

ot hal‘(;'?;?t l'sBEztisrtr;etxiir ?2:rposed;.the golden scep-
rtlx?; ;aavseh;ald out, and life and salvgnonb oﬁ'eretd “:i(:ha
guilty sinner, without money }:;r prtltci:‘,tintrllt :gs b
out an hearty repentapce.  NF ?:] emﬁms. s olten
called up, both by mercies and judge e 155 e
ten felt my danger, e;pecsally in tlmes when O
were [requent; also 10 thunder sto‘r_rg“,‘ o
terrified, especially if T was away T e
bot if T could get near to them, olr(‘ ad yof o o
eople, I thought they would be a kmn Ol rolEe b

ﬁle pan’d felt mysell more secure, and thoug

’ for their sake. _
beff\ear;ecli st omit the rehearsal of 2 n;zl(t)lgt;(iie %.
occurtences, which happened in the cour
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years, whilst a great part of the time I was travelling
in pain all the day, and a dreadful sound in my ears;
the devil all the while throwing the most awful tempt-
ations into my mind, and trying by all his hellish art,
to lull my conscience to sleep. Telling me that “to-
morrow shall be as this day, and much more abund-
ant.” Always trying to persuade me to neglect seek-
ing the Lord tor the present. But I remember when
I was in my fourteenth year, I was greatly awakened,
by the conversation and death of my grandmather Col-
by, she being fourscore and four years old; being
brought upon her death bed, having a hope like an
anchor to the soul, both sure and steadfast—her work
all done, and I believe well done. I went one day to
visit her, and while I was beholding her languishing
situation, her body fast decaying, her soul patiently
waiting for her change, and desiring to meet death,
and to exchange a world of sorrow and pain, for a
world of joy and pleasure; she turned her dying eyes
on me and said, ‘“John, you have beena good boy to
me, and now, all I require of you is, to love the Lord.”
These words reached my soul, and the requirement [
never ‘forgot. When 1 retired from the mournful
scene, and was returning home, the sorrows of my
heart drowned my eyes with tears. Her words were
fastened io my heart, like a nail in asure place. My
sins, like ponderous mountains, appeared to revolve
upon my guilty soul. Iknew not whatto do. IfI

looked up, I saw the justice of God. If I looked

down, I saw a hell, which was enlarged without meas-
ure, gaping to receive me. If I looked forward. I
beheld an approaching, (endless) eternity, into which
I must soon enter. If I looked back, I saw a life spent
in sin, and considered that damnation must be my-por-
tion; and that forever and ever. But notwithstand-
ing all those impressions, I was not zntirely willing to
deny myself, take up my cross daily, and follow the
blessed Redeemer; and therefore, could not as yet be

' company, an
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: N on-
bis disciple. So 1 still remained u; a state of col
demnation, and under the power o mal wio
When L arrived to the age of fifteen, my
his possessions in
10 ﬁillyfﬁ‘éhd, state of Vermont, county ©
where, coming into 3 new country,

a carpal mind.

2 ed his family
Sandwich, and remOVf Caledonia,

and being in new

i ] found my for-
r d beholding new objects, I .
mer determinations very much frustrated; and my

i ; thi hich prov-

i ban to be flled with many things W
n:lmc? tb?baelr‘ua(i to the work of regeneration. And as\I
dvanced more strongly

d i nd my mind
advanced in years, I fou 1y ol teong Y
inclined to seek for worl(‘i!y ‘;_;Chf%’ hi(;l:grsr u%(é compe.

‘ h inclined to go :
gan,alio, 10 B der couviction must bid
n hich every persop under ‘
gi{é\(ﬁo or the%ppirit of God will surely leave Fheir[r:d).
"These ti)'mgs 7 oduced in me a great stupidity ol mind;

et I was not entirely without conwct}on. v eople
I recollect of joining a cofmpar{l)zrnoth eyyoucagn‘}cri ople
ing, et for w >
one evening, who were met } e
i ‘event chiefly spent in_dascing, ar
mirth. The evening was chit A _ ing, &
i ut being strougly
ise which [ never practised;
orauad: her than be considered as separats frg;n
the company, 1 consented, ?nd Jom:;i a;hia r:greé
‘ ; for as so
:s was a dear dance to me;1or et
’z};\l:ilsh:d got home, I began to take a retrospective gle:s:
of the scene, and to think of what1 had ‘be;?a: 2&5’
and asked mysell the following ql.zesnc(r;sk,(;—who ths
pizht’s work been for the glory of that Go who made
me a rational creature, ?}nd has lfed'[?ﬁ;ge? Clotted
1 ospel priv ;
me, and blessed me with § | orded
e, and given e a space
me a day aud wmeans of grace, 4
to reper);t, and just time enough 1o make myonpeeta;aet
with him? Have 1 conducted Ithls evenmg atsyefore hat
nsw :
‘ve an account, and as 1 cana s
ijtlll(;&;egizﬁt sez;t> These questions were scarcelyf pr\;
i ‘mi 1 felt the sentence of con-
ouaded in my mind, before -
Semnation in rzxyself "1 found that my heart condet?:n
ed me; and remembered that God was greater
, -

persuaded, rat
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o .
m Zrl}{)eii?c; 'at:id knew all things; and would bring e
ork into g::] gement. [ retired to my bed forb:e Z)er}"
but Fearfelm of my mind was such, that Icoulg ot
fost. c}gseu apprehensions filled my soul and I ant
pd ot glos mg-_eye;s in sleep, lest I shoul(; awak i
ool om tsr t llf distress, I renewed my old ro: -
es to refor y which, however, 1 afterwards t?r k‘”?'-
y instances; but the Lord was still mindful c:} :ulen
4

and convi
nced me of my errors, and reminded me of

ises, by laving hi N
on me; y Dy laying ms chastisit
nineteénfo:; from the time that I was ten Pgﬂf‘fd up-

years of age, I had a settled feve:' five timv:;?
)

and . .
nd several imes my life was despaired of. I had

many other diseases inci
man) °s incident to our mo
sidesh r::::]emcjied tji}rough the same term of nt?Lt:ra?: i
marranly Zsc;{fza ul accidents, from which I did bu-t
o s pe;] with my life. And I have ofte
o e , that if it had net been that some mini .
hurle% pir }:revgntgd ine, I must have been sudde ls-
i theed:;t:ty in all my sins. And when I :e{
ot o the ¢ b(:.jrs I have escaped, I am struck with
I a;)dan am a wonder to myself, that I am
God i y and on praying ground., But, glory to
apor me it na;pint still strove with me, and called
(b dangerus roe gss ways. YetI continued to run
it erous, ad, and often grieved that tender Spir-

ek sIo kmd{)y reproved me. P

was about sever i

old . enteen years and
oy 2;:(3;2&“10}1 began in the ytown whl:rneelml?\:ggs
AN })lf sisters, who was peculiarly dear to me,
Erently aston’a}ta was converted and baptized. This
B eativg s axs ed and alarmed me. An evenin
eoing Was [iapgn;}ted in the neighborhood, which%
assembly’ and elieve the Spirit of God fell on the
Sesemay i marvellous manner; and the very found-

My ol ybearth]y mind seemed to tremble

est brother, who had for many years. before

‘possessed religion, and had been in a backslidden

* appeared to me that my prayef in s

LiFE OF JOHN COLBY. 11

state, Was alarmed of his situation, and that evening,
was led to such 2 view of his state, that he walked the
street and field i the greatest agony of soul, undera

{ grace was OVEr. However,

ersuasion that his day of & ‘
it pleased God to grant him salvation before the close

of the meeting. This struck me under deep convic-
tion; and my prayer t0 God was, that he would re-
" deem my soul from sin and death, and prepare me for
my approaching dissolution. I returned home, and it
ome good measure

was answered. 1 felt very Jifferent from what I had

felt before. 7 The gloom which had solong been gath-
ering on my mind, and seemed to© veil universal Ba-
ture, was all rﬁispéﬂed; a sweet calmness filled my

vas not able to comprehend my feelings;

soul—but I
for I thought it impossible that God had changed my
state, the work was sO different from what I had ex-

pected. “For (like other anconverted people) 1 had
been, all my days, drawing a plan of the whole work
of regeneration, and had every feature of it painted out
in my mind; but when 1 came to compare my then
present feelings, with the picture I bad drawn in ®my
ignorance, they did not agree. «'The natural man,
receiveth not the things of the spirit of God, for they
are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them,be~

cause they are spiritually discerned.” In this situa-
ce 1 felt in my soul,

tion, notwithstanding the pea

feared I had received nothing from the Lord. Thus,
for a number of days, I passed through a scene of tri-
als, before 1 obtained an unshaken hope in God. '
_have often thought, if my change had been as conspic-
uous to me as that of some who can tell the hour, and

the moment, and the very spot where they were, when
their sins like mountains, were removed from them and

the effulgent rays of the glory of God shined in and

filled their souls; I might have thrown away 1maay,
perhaps one half, of the re '

al christians in_the world,
because they could not tell such an experience asmy=
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12 LIFE OF JOHN COLBY.
self. But the Lord, foreseeing'what he intended for
me to do, was pleased to lead me alongin this little
~ way, for which I thank his blessed name. I believe
there was as great a difference between my conversion
and that of many christians, as there would be between
the feelings of two mien born and brought up in a dup-
geon; the one brought out of it at noon day, when he
sun shone in its meridian glory; the other brought out
first by star light, then enjoyed moonlight, then day-
break, then sun-rise; yet I can bless God,_ that I now
enjoy, the same sun beams, that all the troe followers
of the Lamb enjoy. But, I would not be understood
to mean, that I consider regéneration 8 progressive
work; for that change, in reality, is wronght, as soon
as God can say to the soul, “son, or daughter, thy
sins be forgiven thee.”’—But the difficulty of not con-
sidering it a change in one’s self, appears to arise from
not clearly understanding the true witness in the soul;
or from not obtaining those corresponding evidences,
which strengthen the witness in the soul, and confirm
the hope of the new creature. In a little more than a
month after this, I obtained this hope, and with thir-
teen others, followed our Lord and Saviour into the
water, and were buried with him by baptism. This
was on the eighth day of December, A. D. 1805.
The day following, was my birth day, that is to say,.
the ninth day of December. Cn that day, I joined the
church of Christ in Billymead, and endeavored to take
the armor of God, and to face the field; and declared

- perpetual war with every darling sin. I travelled

about one year, through changing scenes and had ma- -
ny happy hours, when I was faithful to the Lord. I

felt it my duty to bear a public and living testimony

for God; and in doing this, I fotind an exceeding Igreat
reward. Yet I often had many doubts, whether I was
ever made free by the Son, or washed in the precious
blood of Christ, which cleanseth from all sin. During

this period, I thought I felt a great desire to see sin-

3
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itle thought thatit would ever
ners co;wertted i,b:;dlg;g;h 1heggospel to t.hem,Iu%n}
By ars of age. About ‘.hlS time, I be
L s e eesi mind which I knew not
an to feel impressions on my e ally
b ith. These words were 4
what (0 oy — Go ye into all the world an
S . g eal“sto every creature.” This voice
D o 1g:$1;pebut the work was so unexpected alndt
soqnded " th;at I could not consent to believe t;::
s i met’he Lord ; but concluded that it must 4;
e I went to bed one evening,. and as
{T;I?na:o‘la:;t':yéomemplation on the lsz;)l?.)ect ;0 :llne&:;
a onishing sC of eternal things,
% my v i;:ton‘lls?k‘xgi Sl:f 3)2 day of judgment had co]u}e,
ar m}'. v]ew;d} mysel% standing on an extensive piain,
.an;]i' hvxfas so large that I cculd not see across, 1t.:
T ] rfaturebseemed to be all in commotion. .
mvel‘S::h and seas were all in convulsion ; while rat-
%tr:e ?l?;nders were rumbling through the V?St co??::;ir:,
i lling from pole to pole. I sought for an hi i g
ar\‘d & butg ta my great astonishment and horror,l:iv el;
});‘s:l,;ed as fat as my eye co;:!ﬁ ex;tall_c:it:,mle c;;\é d ige
1 ] ili to ht
nelthel% rlnpuntvz;g)(; ::f k&pgr(:rtl:e throne, and from the
o f "tr:\xe Lamb. Neither could I see any other
e obut myself ; [ stood alone in this broad space..
1'*}.?t:cs;o\?engeam{e of God was dis‘Played, and sutgrt:u:]v-
ful thunder as I never heard before, w;Ivtasse:;onr:3 (11 ua ﬂ'
bursting and rattling over my ha'ad.b t seemed as |
those explosions began in the third eaasd ,every ame
rolling down with increasing majesty, e
was directed at me.G (Iln th\st sg:;zgx?g, de(;n and)s:, s
hat the justice of God mus ts de and
:rrzzived r::)yself a lost and undone snkxlmer, :t:tin ell::lt; ,
«¢ forever and ever.” It appeared, Lfa]t' fmy"md e was
not enrolled in the Lamb’s book of l; e, and o 1
had no inheritance in the kingdom o 'eave ‘:vhich -
can never express the horror of conscienc

2
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14 LIFE OF JOHN COLRY.

felt. And what still added to my horror. w
notwitbstanfiing the frowns of tbeyAlmigh’ty asl:ezsi;
enough to sn:xk a world, I was made capable to bear
them. For it then appeared to me, that the omnipo-
tent God had so formed me, that it would be impos-
sible to strike me into non-existence again. In this
situation, I was_expecting every moment to hear my
awful doom, “Departye cursed.” In the mean time,
the heav{ex_as were gathering blackness ; earth’s hngé
pillars gving away! All on a sudden, the scene was
changed 5 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, I
was translated, and caught up into the kingdom of
heaven, where, with inexpressible admiration, and joy
unspeakable, I beheld the glories of the place. O!
the sweet raptures of heavenly love, which instantly
filled my soul, when I heard with the greatest trans-
port and astonishment, the shouts of victory and songs
of praise, echoing through the upper world! while
myriads and myriads, stood round the dazzling throne
of God and the Lamb; all in sweet harmony, crying
Glory! Glory to God in the highest! Oh! how I was
filled with raptures and astonishment, while I beheld
John the Baptist, Stephen, Peter, Paul, John Rogers,
and thousands of others, who were slajn for the word
of God, and the testimony which they held; and seal-
ed their testimonies with their blood; and took their
happy flight from chopping-blocks, burning stakes,

Tacking-wheels and scalding cauldrons of oil, and nu.

merous other cruel tortures, now in the realms of glo-
1y, all clad in  white robes! and in addition to these,
an innumerable company, a multitude which no man
could number, who bad come out of great tribulation

and had washed their robes, and made them white ix;
the blood of ‘the Lamb. These, all joined in melo-
dious anthems of never ceasing praises, which made
all the heavenly arches ring with melody. While the
angels joined to sing creating goodness; the saints all
sang redeeming love. The glory of the place was in-

find language 1o describe what
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describable. ‘They had no need of the light of the -
sun, nor of the moon; for the Lord God aud the
Lamb, was the light of the city. It is impossible for
me, to express what I then enjoyed; neither, can I

lJthere beheld. But it
appeared to me, that one moment’s enjoyment there,
would more than compensate for all the sufferings of
the whole church of God on earth. Well might the
apostle say, “ Now we see through a glass darkly,
but then face to face.” It appeared to me, that eter-
nity would just be long enough, to disclose the beau-
ties and unfold the mysteries of heaven.

After lying in this sitvation I know not how long;
and whether in the body or out of the body I cannot
tell, (God knoweth,) I came to myself, and found that
I was on the earth, for which I felt to mourn; and for
a short time, my spirit sunk within me, until I had re-
collected the subject, which I was musing upon,when
I Jay down ; namely, the impressions I had felt to go
and preach the glad tidings of salvation to a lost world.
I then concluded, that what I bhad seen, was to con-
firm me in my duty; and that the impressions I had
felt were not 1maginary, nor from an enemy, as I had
before supposed; but, that the Lord was in reality
calling me into his vineyard to Jabor. I would here
observe, that I did not believe at that time, neither
bave I since, that I was in a natural sleep. This will
doubtless seem strange to many, and indeed it does
to me; but I can say, that I had never entertained
such an extensive idea, and glorious view, of heaven
before. Neither did I ever have such a discovery of
the horrors of the damned, or of the torments and
self-reflections of lost sinners.

I think I can now say, with David, Psal. Ixiii. 3
and 17: ¢ ForI was envious at the foolish, when I
saw the prosperity of the wicked; until I went into
the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.”
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Since that time, the language of my soul has been
Like that of the poet:

“ Pity the natious, O our God,
Constrain the earth to come;

Send thy victorious arm abroad,
And call the strangers home.”

After considering the vision, and the sitnation that I
mysell was in, while standing alone on the spacious
plain, amidst the direful storm before described; it
appeared to me, that God had by this, shewn me the
shelterless state of all poor sinners. That as I stoad
alone, so they must each one explore the dark moun-
taing of death alone; and, as single creatures, stand at
the dreadful tribunal of the Most High; and after be-
-ing dismissed, with hearing the heart rending sentence,
¢* Depart ye cursed into everlasting fire prepared for
the devil znd his angels,’’ they must forever, and ever,

suffer and endure, the horrible tempest which God

shall rain upon them. See Psal. xi. 6—¢¢Upon the

wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an

horrible tempest: this skall be the portion of their

cup.” And Prov. ix. 12—#If thou be wise thou

shalt be wise for thysell: but if thou scornest, thou

aLONE shalt bear it.”

These things bore with solemn weight on my mind,
from day to day. And as Ifelt the weiglt of the
cause of God, and worth of souls increasing, 2nd be-
gan to count the cost of being a luborer in the vine-
yard of the Lord; I found that such must lorsake fa-
thers and mothers, brethren and sisters, wives and
children, houses and lands, and be willing to lay down
their lives for the sake of Christ and his gosepel, or
not be worthy of him. These things, (or the most of
them) were so dear to me, that it was like giving up
ny life to leave them. '

However, I began’ to feel more and more of the
reality of my being called into a public station, and

117
LIFE OF JOHN COLBY

pave striking views of the languishing state.i :{E e%é(.)-r-)—;-
:::xd of the more deplorable state off t%c;ol:a:vest -
I beheld the greatness © » an

ﬁ:‘g v:’::vnthe faithful laborers; I began 10 pray the

Lord of the harvest, t© send forth laborers. But

when us pray «Go ye into
ben I thus pra ed, the answer was, =1 / -
the vinetyarfi ” &ec. ’ About the frst sensible 1mpres
) H

; ool
- gion which 1 felt on my mind, to preach the gospe

restern
b the southern and wes
wwas,-that T must go throug rn e
wl"-ll-sr;es- and in particular, that I must vxsxt‘_t]hz Vipnea Fn :
?‘the ,State of Ohio. But the thoughts o.d e r?'oy-
10 tive land, my loving friends, and othe; t?arelfinjg -
m nts; together with a consideration of trav 5
mr?aat ;journev, into a strange and unknownagc‘)iu ren:
and myself but a child; ma}%r)nﬁtlad th? f;:i:s';n and .
i I thought) almos
dered the trial (as almos O e
these things in MY ;
However, 1 po:}dered n my beart
4 not divulged them to any Peiso . &
e ! e f my brethren and sisters i
t this time, many oi My )
liocilrd began 1o have a feeling sense of the gex%gt!ne
felt on my mind, and some of them came an _{'o d me
it was revealed to them that the %ord was 'ﬁ:-al«”:?, e
. that I was unwilling to 0.
reach the Gospel, and .
":l?opt.his 1 made them no answer; bpt acted}nkeI lgg:ﬂt
amazed, or as if 1 knew not what it xlx:eaix:t, or tho's
’ i w
than to make known
would almost rather die, _ -
lI'elt on my mind, Jest 1 shou{}dG[bi1 decﬁ'wﬁdl (;L (?\:gilx% ai
> se of God; whic
reproach upon the cau ° Lot
i r ten thousand WO
would not knowingly do, 10 hou: -
One evening, after seriously meditating uPé)nd .lh:;d«
things, and realizing my accountability mbeoh,im iy
considering how willing I ought to bz :;) :amZd im
all his requirements, 1 {ell asleep; tan anr ame! dingly
) } vas
was in a meeting, where 2 , €ly
pumerous concourse of people were cai]ss:nm:;% -
Flder Becwith,* being present, was mu g

* A preacher who lives in Billymgad.

*2
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preaching to them.™ But on a sudden, he stopped,and
stood in profound silence, about the space of a min-
ute. He then turned about and looking solemnly up-
on me, said * John, you must take my place.” This
struck me 3 good deal, and I began to wonder what
he could mean by this strange salutation. When I a-
woke, and thought on my dream, I was sensible, ac-
cording to the impressions I had felt for a number of
months, I had to stand in a public lot, receive words
at the Lord’s mouth, and warn the people from him,
or the blood of sinners would e found in my skirts.
I strove in my little measure, from time to time, to
tell sinners the danger they were in, and to speak com-
fortably to the saints, in our stated meetings; and flat-
tered myself that that would do for me, and thought I
might be excused from travelling abroad; especially,

when I considered that I was under age, and must of

necessity stay at home till I was twenty-one. My
two older brethren being of age, and for themselves;
iy father a man of property, and a great deal of busi-
ness on hand; and I being at that time, the main help
which he had left; rendered my assistance so necessary
to him, that I thought it put the matter beyond a doubt
that it was my duty to stay with him till I was twenty-
one. Upon this ground [ began to setile, but found
it to be a harren land indeed.  Yet I continued in this
situation till I arrived at the age of twenty. And al-
though I strove to live a sulemn, watchful and prayer-
ful life, I found that my mind began to be much at-
tached and glued to the things of time and seuse —
The world, with all its cares, began to crowd iuto my
mind; also, its riches, honours, beauties, charms and
fashions, in all their pomp and splendour were pre-
sented to me. And it seemed as if the devil had
power over me to take me up, like as on an exceed-
ing high mountain, and shew me all the kingdoms of
the world and the glories of them; and then promise
to give them all to me, if I would fall down and wor-
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' ligion and go
ip him; + other words, forsake relig .
:)glcpkhl‘nr?o, t?]l;; :rlogld again. But the thought of doing

began to
this, was worse than de::nh 10 me.h 114 :o(;wf'f slo?’b, o
find it necessary to besur myself, sha

th my feet.—
i il, and tread the world benea
i%l.sx:dt l:g ‘tj}?i‘: end 1 found it necessarz;] 0 l{é:qzi::tx; tt(:) 1‘1;;
| ke known 1y
tlljr(:ge cisrdacé:;a:a(;,n:ﬁat I found him to be a present
ord.

:n every time of trouble. . .
heig ::a; 1 zver give thanks t0 the Lord;‘1 {g{ﬂ?]s_‘ fgl:i‘il

iful ki to me in sparing my unpro -
fxlgl:: Pkm?)n‘\E;lf;atoscenes of triafs, temptations, and dan

gers, the Lord hath led me thro’!

O tor a thousand tongues to sing,
Mr dear Redeemer’s Praise;
The glories of my God and King,
And triumphs of his grace!

‘ I went
The winter after 1 was twenty 1n. December,

And had Christ been my preceptor of
master, 1 should doubtless bave known m?;i of ];?;.
1 a,nd enjoyed my rind better in the spri at o
loze’nd my studies had too much st_olen my at eYEt R

gukept my miod {rom better enjoyments. Lot
?ult some good degree of the love ot God in Sxy ,
aend a sense of the worth of souls in my mind.

) . om
Atthe commencement of spring, I retired fr

school, and returned to my usual labour with my fa-

ther; and as I wrought with him in the li]ielg,]gx); frmt;x]t:
b a’n to enter more extensively into the fe o

f\% el. And upon careful examuation 1 }gg: ! o
bee‘:x limiting the Holy One of Israel. ;

ing he great and ardu-
4 had been calling re, to '
t(:::,s I;v(:)rrk Lf preaching the gospel, 1 had been saying,

i Lord, #
y d:” or, tn other words, SlOP,
a‘nlf?)tf sgg_lézor (] am bata child,” &c. And upon

these aad such like trivial excuses, 1 had been neglec-
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ting my duty, and disobeying the voice of my heaven-
ly fathzr, and soul’s best friend.

A sense of duty now began to revolve upon my
mind, with double weight; while the world, with all
its affluence and grandeur, seemed to recede and dis-
appear. And notwithstanding my mind had been
formerly much after the riches of this vain world, and
the prospect had bid fair for my obtaining it; 1 now
had a full discovery of the emptiness and fading nature
of all transitory enjoyments. And under this discove-
ry was made to cry out, in the language of the poet,

Lord what a wretched land is this,
That yields us no supply ;
No cheering fruits, no wholesome tree,
Nor stream of living joy.
And prayed that God would now help me to signa
divorce to every deceitful enjoyment of this alluring

- world. For I now beheld through the eye of faith,

the glories of that better, fairer, brighter world above.
'O my God! shall I be an inhabitant there, to see as I
am now seen, and to know as I am now koown?—
but alas! I yet dwell in this dreary abode. I am yet
aresident on the earth; and have a great work to do
-for my blessed master. And how can I live and be
happy; or die in peace if I do not performit? Under
this consideration, I cried out, ¢*Lord, prepare a worm
for so important a work, which I see I wust do or be
condemned in the day of judgment.” I nowfelta
greater sense of my accountability to God, than I ever
did before. Time seemed comparatively like a bub-
ble on the water. AndI said, ¢“O bow quickly shall
I see the Lord himself descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and the trum
of God! O how fast the day approaches, when the
Lord will be revealed from heaven, with his mighty
angels, in flaming fire, taking veogeance an them that

know not God!  Acd when in my neditation I look-
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ds of -
- d teps of thousan
:0 ] saw thousands an b ch-
ed agat Is. with the greatest rapidity approat
thoughtless souls, . 117 O eternity! vast eternity:
ing eternity’s awful brink! eternity: o express the
hat heart can conceive, what tongue c%; -:IF venture
:iv tion of it! And yet Christless sounls Wi  These
o::riis dreadful brink, unapprehensive of danger* -

1 tentton
alarming considerations began to call up my at

and more; and 1 strove to umprove e;e;i (:ge
m(?r‘:mity of conversing with the uncor}verle o
gub'ect of religion; especially these © rr[xl}"n s
iuné. [ also felt it my duty,. and e.steergesomeﬁmes
lege, to exbort in puolic meetings; 'a:;: oy
had particular passages of scripture 1 po e et T
ind to explain. But the cross was S Ig B
glenera“v peglected it. For Il'{tihoz:)g:; 1l'beg?r: ey
> that way the people would S 2
:‘?thhn Co%by is setting out to be }:1 prcacllt\?;t ! eond
that was a sound I did not love to hear. N et
1 was ashamed of the gospel of Christ, ;)1‘“ cause o
mv weakness and unwo:thu:ie::lzir'n gr&zzg i (;gbe Lo
viewed it to be a great ad nn uo
tl'(::'l%}od, and stand between the lm_ng;:;l ::::S dezi,dmyet
have the care of souls em}'usfed'wu e A e
1 was loth to see souls perish, with a ? o g the
view; and wade through the rmzrc:nes&((ri o ’d by the
gate of heaven dmlvn to d(z;rk;:}iis :ncan %lleci ;:v i
Thus was my soul pressed, j
slh}:;sves, ung’er a solemn sense of tgei: S;poortésl:;
things, till at length it became my x;e : > wasxl;l fay
and mght, asleep or awake; and xg on 1 was 10 the
field, I'scarce knew what [ was dot g,med o o
time passed away. A dismal gloorxgbslee ot
overspread all nature, and if po;sn t?;ulwas roaer
degree than what 1 had experienced, w.o o e e
conviction for my sins. Every denjoﬁ1 et O e
louked like uothing and vanitys an ‘gn d and e
mean as dust.  Life itself, seemed almos

My appetite failed—
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“My daily bread like ashes grew
Unpleasant to my taste.”

Oft ti :
I cosﬁl,e:a:vhrf:thl' returned from my labour ia the field

quired the occa hing. My indulgent mother ofte S
ing I knew, I ws':;n 8{5;{ {rnot eating, and notwizhst[;x;g_
X illing ¢ B
s‘;f;‘;ghd mi that I lr')okedg si:I:egrh:; .ones he some-
looked Uéon bnd indeed I viewed myself l:n?i ‘v
swiltly appro yh-OtherS’ duting that summer one
my 1eisurephozcr smi% the grave. I chose to s;):rsldogﬁ

lace; i secret prayer, i i
E ven?ngzsPe%l\?luy early in the mgrningl:] ::(;nle solitary
de“ghtfui to m: m(}St lonley places Séemedifem e
company of - Ttook but little satisfactio o
2o e my dearest friends. I felt like onz l[11 the.
Prophet, « ?g:t (if 1::3’ _hea;;)t was like that :f Oillfé
‘ It i .
place of wayfaring men.” Kot ot s tones, <0
of tears, th:za% vi;t]e{eh?aters, and mine eyeslr:egc;ung?rf
. W .
slain of the daughtfrs of ;;Pp 3:,{1 :’r:d night, for the

The whole earth, wi
ool , with all its inhabi
fo! thgge (l));:lr'gre me; particularly the )t:)?xtrs)“, Se:(;n ‘lad
ainfil wae y class. And oh! bhow ine;gc x!:e pble ;
P | e sight! To see hundreds -agd ﬁl d
sands o angmng youths spending their golde mo-
me danciga ies, pleasures, and pastimes; fro]'n 1?.10«
s e gthover a burning lake! Oh! what stlc ene
o o o;;ght I, must they be guilty ofupel?‘
e o o s t;‘rt and momentary pleasures : who
co S% msei n:) suffering the vengeance of ’e?;r‘nel
e oome esi‘,. when 1 realized the sad conditi "
fion, “ShOUngzIxn ind was in, I asked myself the Kin
Ay dope TInot be willing to wander to an?iu?r
i the);aivl I were sure that I could be inst e
ation of one soul?” AndIth;gfgnhetni

?
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my weakness, constrained me

unbelief, or a gense of
to say, “Who is sufficient for these things?”’

While I thus pondered upon my duty to God and
his people, and sought to know how 1should best glo-
rify him, promo i o in the world and discharge.

which 1 felt incumbent of me,

the important duty
happened o light on the following hymn:—

1 hear the gospel’s joyful sound,
~An organ T shall be,
To sound aloud redeeming love,

Apd sinners’ misery.

My honored parents, fare you well,
My Jesus doth me call;

1 leave you here with God, until
I meet you once for all.

My dear connexions I'll forsake,
My parents and their house;
And to the wilderness betake,
Ta pay the Lord my VOWS.
And 1t forsake my chiefest mates,

That nature can afford ;
And wear the shield into the field,

To wait upon the Lord.

Then through the wilderness I'll run,
Preaching the gospel free;

0 be not anxious for your $08,
The Lord will comfort me.

And if through preaching 1 should gain

True subjects to @Y Lord,
"Twill more than recompense MY pain,

Tov see them love his word.
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My soul doth wish Mount Zion well,
‘Whate’er becomes of me; :

There my best fricnds and kindred dwell,
And there I long to be.

This hymn most beautifully expressed the feelings of

my heart in general, and the last verse in a particular

manner. For [ felt as though I wanted every one

~ elseto be happy, if I was miserable myself, And
fervently wished the presperity of Zion, which I view-
ed as coming out of great tribulation, and suffering
the vile aspersions and persecutions of a wicked and
gainsaying world.

I frequently retired into solitary places; and with a
degree of dehight, mingled with flowing tears, repeat-
ed the hyma.

The foregoing account, which I have given of my

particular trials, under the divine impressions of the
spirit of the Lord, is but a little part of what I really
passed through; for time would fail me to point out
every particular exercise of my mind, while nader
those impressions, to preach the gospel. And not-
withstanding I strove to bear a public testimony for
the Lord, and to tell poor unconverted sinners the
danger they were in, and exposed to; yet I took but
litle satisfaction therein. For several months, I gen-
erally felt worse when I returned from meeting than
when Iwent. And I am convinced that the reason
of this was, because the Lord was calling me to go
and preach the gospel to ather cities, and 1 was diso-
bedient to his call ; and therefore could not be happy
in disobedience. I continued in this situation until
December, 1808 ; at which time I was twenty-one
years of age.

At this time, again, I felt the impression renewed,
to arise, and go to the state of Ohio, and to cry against
it ; and it seemed as if the Lord said, ¢ their wick-
edness is come up before me.” But like Jonah, I

fled from the Pres

an
Peachams 1o g
‘;u:pt;)nt the wintel: And t

no

ent oul,

]{;ord Zmat sickness among .
uta

were almost broken;
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’ 1 s€ ]
T z0 soldiers Or
band. e Le third day of June, 1}

kept me close till ! g rethren “in conference.

h ht of re-
this day, 1 met Wit ad not the least thought
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WhIen [r}s‘m‘}lgwefor 1 bad so long been SR
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¢ .1 1 had brought upe ve them; a0
der “‘a\shwth‘lcze\'er expecled tq r1se :bgven petier for
; a . g
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me to die than to live. But the spirit of the Lord be-
ing wonder{ully manifest in our meeting, I felt imme-
diately arraigned in my own mind to make public what
I had so long councealed; for as yet I bad not revealed
my mind to any person. And I think it was the great-
est cross [ had ever taken up. It appeared to me as
if life and death were set before me and I could bave
my choice, and must choose then.

Under this discovery I mentally looked to the Lord
and said, * They that observe lying vanities, forsake
their own mercies; but I will sacrifice unto thee with
the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have
vowed; salvation is of the Lord.” 1 then had strength
given me to open my mouth, and in presence of God
and the Church to declare the travel of my mind.—
Truly, it was a solemn, weeping time, both with my-
self and the brethren. When I had done speaking,
the brethren and sisters, with one accord, declared
that they were satisfied that the Lord, of a truth, had
called me to be an ambassador for Christ, to preach

the everlasting gospel; and as such they recommend-
ed me.

I felt immediately as if I was in a new world;, the
gloom which had so long overspread the universe, was
all scattered; the intervening clouds withdrew; and
my soul leaped into liberty ! The next day, being
Sabbath, I arose early in the morning, and walked in-
to the field. Every thing looked delightsome; every
vegetable, with all the feathered sorgsters, seemed to
be praising God; and I thought I could add my note
with the rest. 'When the bright Juminary of the day
appeared, with his ten thousand dazzling rays of light
darting through the world, shining on the evil and on
the good, he seemed 10 magnify his great Creator. 1
really thought, I never saw the sun shine with such
reflulgency before. While gazing on his golden rays,

and il his place! how ready to obey the will of his

'
reat Creator:
%ays, or the day of my esp if
eared as great, Of greater, S
was first brought out of nature
marvellous _hght.
to the meeting;

%athel' (as 1 SUPPOSed’) 10 de and insufficient 1 looked

upon myself! | thought T
than the
me to preach; and

to try. ron
svul:gch hag been running i 1my,m
week; (occas'\one.d, probably,
tending 2 {uneral in the nei

27 -
LIFE OF JORN COLBY:

i ‘o the beginning of
Ty oo S}Z;{.k ) The change ap:
ossible, than when’ :
darkness, 10t0 God 3

At a seasonable hour I proczed:ao_
nd found multitude had corln to-
hear the new preacher -

lit
't no one can tell bow +ould really say; 1 wasless

221 The breihren put it upod
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ressions 1 have had from God to P"en .+ the world,
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who think that a college education, w; e preach the
ish call, are sufficient to _qui;‘hg’ Eguded souls ! who
cospel of Christ ! O mistaken, the wisdom of men,
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O . '
Spirit and of power. ing unlike to
of %}:zmghgs fourth day of ane, every th“:x% :d bz
God, begau to siok in my view; an '(Ii]ryst day of the
to ri;e. I practised preaching every adiacent toOWDS}
week, at Billymead, or 1n 0n€ of thteher %:la}’s In the
B € i on O -
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On the 6th day of Augusis peing the first day of
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week, | attended a meeting at Billymead. In the to
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noon, I tried to preach from 2d Timothy, chapter iv:
Tth and 8th verses, ‘I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I bave kept the faith: henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that
day; and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing.” I enjoyed but litde liberty in
speaking, and felt much dissatisfied in my own mind.
This threw me into a trial. It seemed to me that ev-
ery body thought T was out of iy lot. I began to
call my faith in question, to doubt the reality of my
call, and I feared { was deceiving myselfand my breth-
ren. Under considerations like these, I went to the
Lordin prayer, and continued in that exercise through
the intermission. The substance of my petition was,
that if he had called me to preach his word, he would
manifest it, and stand by me in the afternoon, that I
might have liberty, and enjoy the life and power of re-
ligion in my soul. The afternoon meetinz began, and
after singing and prayer, the brethren sat, and appear-
ed waiting, as if they were expecting me to preach.
But I telt determined not to attempt it, unless I felt
something special.  After.sitting silent for some time,
and mentally praying that the Lord would decide the
doubtful case that afternoon, that is, whether he had
called me to preach or not; and if I had run before I
was sent of God, that he would confound ine before
the penple if I attempted to spesk in bis name. I
felt some impression, and thought it my duty to arise
and speak from Titus ii, 11; * For the Grace of God
that bringeth salvation, hath appeared to all men.”—
I repeated these words as the foundation of a discourse,
and after speaking a few minutes, 1 quoted several pas-
sages by way of introduction, and attempted to re-
turn to my text, but behold it was gone ! I bad for-
gotten it; and had no bible with me to find 1t; for I
had never obtained confidence enough to hold a bible
in my hand while I was speaking. I then began to
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-ayer
conclude, that the Lord was ahout to ains::]vel; ir;:;\:cpex.a) or
sure enough, and chan up my mmlit) ] e'wh(h A
seemed as if ll‘led enenny szn;aoit;:ﬁ; 1hr:lown A
forces; my mind was jmmeaia o e el
fusion, and almost into distraction. ‘ sped
i lline the audience
ing aud sat down without tetling ! e ot

sonofit. No one can tell, neither ca press ho
(I:atsllzu felt. What made mle {eel :2302’:;:; ,n\;zﬁ; , ;‘:{ﬁ:
were two judges present who We o
vn: they loomed up before me like u :
!\?\}he,n theymeeting en(lied 1 wnhdrgx\;grg? ;)1(]):51!;:?:23
and returned home. strove a3 mu d( s poss i
shun all company, for I neither wanted 1o I'PV{ e
5 erson. After I got home, my lathcrast
Zl;ib:xz Tl:?; gccasion of my not hn|§1}lsng n}y"?ill’mc::l;
for, said he, I thought you had laid you \i,).u‘; out
very well. 1 made him little or no _ansx?z-elr, L et
the house and retired to xhe. ‘VOOC‘lb,. Img) zih} ! [-;aﬁ
temptation never to return again. Foi tboub 1 Lhec
rather be banished, or buried under the base | ;OH
most huge mountain, .than ever bfe seen agaln . E‘iv-
earth. 1 travelled a mile or two, till I came ;o. riv
er, where I stood and locked into the water tm :H ne
time; and thought it would be 2 good ‘ time 25?}16‘]
end to my life. But the following words ;mmu.‘ ."1 ]‘,fy(.,
occusred to my mind, ¢ no murderer hath etfimu‘ e
abiding in him.” 1 obtained ‘strenglh from the i.or
to withdraw from the river. My next cgncfulsm'x‘x wla's1
to stay in the woods till 1 died. 1 c01'1'm'm<:}u \»am;‘;r
jng abaut till near dark; and after look:n;;‘t e l(l?ai ‘
over aud over, and putting up many prayers to ;m‘)’: .
felt some wmore composed in my mind; and c<?1.1(() u-
ded that it might be possible thag { hadl done x;:.)ng,
and had tempted the Lord by asking uf‘ nmda ?:h;
After many solitary hours in prayers ao . e g
musteted all the resolution, faith and bope con ;
and retarned home. But as to my preaching agaii,
concluded the matter was decided. Yet there was
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one difficulty in the way, which I knew not how to
surmount. I had a meeting -appointed in another town
the next Sabbath, which I must of necessity attend,
or forfeit my word; and that I could not bear to do.
I passed the week In deep waters, till the Sabbath
came. I went on to my appointment but felt an un-
usual gloom and a great depression of spirit. [ tho’t
I would tell the people I was not called to preach,
and that I should never try to again. After the peo-
ple assembled I began to look round upon them, and
souls began to look precious; and almost before I was
aware I arose upon my feet and began to preach to
them. The love and power of God was manifested
in a blessed manner. From this I took encourage-
ment to resist the tempter; he fled from me; and my
mind, in a good measure was relieved. o I contin-
ved as usual in my feeble manner to blow the trumpet
in Zion.

About this time a general solemnity began to gath-
er on the minds of the people; and there seemed to
be a sound of abundance of rain; while a few mercy
drops fell. But the main clond of blessing passed
over, and did not return till about twelve months af-
terwards. '

I now began to be convinced by my feelings, that
my work was doune for the present in that region, and
that I must go and preach the gospel of the kingdom
to other cities also. Trying as it' was to my nature ;
being convinced that the time was come when I must
leave all my natural friends, and journey into the wes-
tern climes; I began to talk about it in earnest, and 10
make preparations for the journey. YetI could not
persuade my friends to be reconciled to it, nor yetto
believe that I should go, until a day or two belore I
sat out. They all prophesied evil concerning me;
they said it must be a delusion of the enemy. Forif

I was called to preach, I could as well preach in my
native land as any where else; and, they thought, much
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1
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; ' it had been. )
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eTlasermo’n in Billymead, and truly, ltl was :veep_mg
Zssembly, as well as with myself, a solemn,

1 for
\ timony in the town
i Thus I closed my tes for

uhme't-me_..Nov, 14, 1809, I sat out on my Jouggar);

tBa: (|)' [ cannot express the feelings uf my eve;
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My beloved brothers and sfl_s(erdsll mu?tts athe Jeare.

; visits,
ar tome. The [rienaly V ;
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i leave, must I now be separated {rom all my ;
nOWl c?camn,cxim;s inlife?  Yes,lam constrained ts;)es?
t(;lcr)z'l the worth of souls lays upon me, {jc‘anir;ohome:
I must nd farewell to my kmddparenfts ?kr: ' r::oe o wil:
ife i d, and go fortb1
ke my life into my hand, t
‘(?er’;esg world and pay the Lg;gdtr;); v[z‘;s'honore‘d .
When [ gave the parting hant o . ' -
ther :md hg saw that I was going in r‘eahty,‘t;:: Slaair(;
uaée to me was like that of Jacob t}o his son;t,h yo{] g
1 i ; lmighty go Wi u.
¢ if you must go; God A o
I‘;:flt] )theyhouse and hastened to the door,dthatl r}r]];?lswe
find a place to weep; and then mounted t }?[?c)),u hotse
and sat out on my journey- As 1 passe g
street I secretly said,

H 1
54
Farewell! farewell! farewell, ye northern ;lixgle
o southern or western climes 1 now Tepalr;
To unknown lands I know not where.
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I stayed that night with Judge Fiske, in Lyndon.
Next morning I started for Woodstock, (Vi ); but
on account of its being stormy and uncomfortable
weather, I travelled but a few miles in a day. T how-
ever the next Sabbath, got to Hartford, and attended
a meeting in the evening. Monday I crossed White
River, and attended a {uneral in the other part of the
town; bad a very solemn time. After meeting [ went
down to Woodstock, where I had previously agreed
to meet brother Putnam, a young preacher who had
promised to travel with me 1nto the western country.
But when I came to the place, I found he had gone
on to Windsor. I then pursued and overtook him
and felt exceedingly joyful at meeting my beloved
brother; a man whom I had highly esteened. and
with whom I had enjoyed many happy hours in the
worship of Gods Tanticipated we should bave a great
deal of happiness together, on our contemplated long
journey. Butalas! my anucipated happiness was soon
blasted. We attended meeting that evening at Wind-
sor, and the lot fell on me to preach. I wasled to
direct my discourse chiefly to the young people.
The hearers of all classes appeared solemn, and heard -
the word with candour. 1 contivued in that place
through the week, attended tiree meetings in  Wind-
sor; two in Hartland; visited & nnmber of families,
and received great satisfaction therein. On the sab-
bath, we attended at Windsor. Brother P. preaclied
in the forenoon; and I discovered something in his
preaching, which gave me very disagreeable feelings,
although { believed him to be sincere in what he preach-
ed. The particular sentiment, he advanced was, that
the wicked would be burned up, and cease to exist,
at, or immediately after the day of judgewment. This
appeared so different from what 1 had read in the
scriptures respecting the eternal state of the wicked,.
nainely, that such are in danger of eternal damnation,
Mark 1i. 29;—that “these shall go awy into everlast-
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the vineyard of the Lord, let me be where I would;

and that the church of Christ was one, or ought to be

so; and of course, 1t mattered not where I was ordain-
ed. They therefore desired me not to desist, nor be

bafled by the enemy. They therefore appointed a

meeting, for the purpose ol performing what they

thought was enjoined on them to do. 1 then retired
to a grove where I spent many thoursin prayer and
meditation. 1 then gave the matter up and submitted
myself 1o the Lord. I concluded if 1 lived to return
bome to Billymead, 1 could lay it before the church,
and if they approved of the ordination, it would be
well; if not, if they were disposed, they could lay
hands on me a second time. [This1 did at my re-
turn, and the church approved of my ordination.]
The elders proceeded in my ordination, according to
the example given in the New Testament; set me
apart to travel, and preach the gospel of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, and administer gospel ords-
nances, wherever God, in his providence should call
me. They also gave me a certificate of my ordina-
tion, and a written recommendation. These, togeth-
er with what I received from the church to which I
belonged, 1 found beneficial in a strange land; but not
so much so as that which I had received of the bles-
sed Jesus. For I trust I can say the gospel which I
preach I did not receive of men; neither was I taught
it but by the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. M
ordination was performed on the 30th day of Novem-
ber, A. D. 1809; a little before I was twenty-two
years of age. God grant that I may ever be humble,
do good in my day; and never outlive my uselulness;
for his great name sake. Amen.

I continued at Springfield the residue of the week;
and spent the time in visiting from place to place, aud
attended a few mectings. Sabbath day, I et with
the elders and brethren at a school-house; nothing spe-
cial took place. In the evening, wewet ata private
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near Connecticut river.  Friday, I went to Rocking-3

We attended a meeting in the evening, bad a
comfortable season, and found a good many loving}
Saturday, December 9tb,?

brethren in that place.
was my oirth day; I was twenty-two years of age.

Twenty-two years of my precious time is gone,

And I’'m fast hast’'ning to my long and final bome;

O may my work be finished when I’m called to go,

And change this world of trouble for heaven and glory too.

Sabbath, December 10th, we attended meeting in
Rockingham. Brother P. preached in the forenoon,
and I preached in the afternoon; we had a com-
fortable meeting. Monday, we went to the south par-
ish, and in the evening preached there. The people
appeared to be hardeued in sin, and shielded against
the gospel. 'The place seemed like a paradise lost.
The next day we went to Athens; and when I arrived,
it brought to my mind old father Paul, Acts xvii. 16:
“ Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spir-
it was stirred in bim, when he saw the city wholly giv-
en to idolatry.” However, I hope this is not the de-
scription of this town, for we found a number, who, I

believe, are worshippers of the living God and not wor-

shippers of idols. - We met with themin the evening,
and towards the close of the meeting, a number came
forward, kneeled down, and desired us to pray for
them. The next day we spent in visiting from house
to house. We called at one house, and found the
family very much opposed to religion; and when they
found that cur conversation was on religicus subjects,
they desired us to quit the house. We informed
thein that we did not come in to do them any harm.
But when I perceived that they were ina great rage,
and it was not in our power to calm them I asked
them if they were willing that I should pray with them
before I left the house;—they answered, nmo. We

re .
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witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflic--!
tions abide me.” Acts xx:23. Under these con- :

flicts, I prayed that I might have grace to be able to
say, as Paul said, in the 24th verse: ‘ but none of
these things move me; neither count I my life dear
unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy
and the ministry which % have received of the Lord
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.”’—
Thus I left Marlborough, travelled through Wilming-
ton, and crossed the Green Mountain; passing through
Reedsborough and Woodford, and thence to Benning-
ton, where 1 tarried Saturday night, with a member of
the presbyterian or congregational church. Sabbzth-
day morning, the old gentleman desired me to go with

him to visit his grand-daughter, who lay sick with a |

fever. I accordingly went, conversed with, and pray-
ed for her. She appeared to be much concerned a-
bout her lost situation, (while the weeping family
stood around,) soon expecting to close her eyes in
deatb. We returned, and it being meeting time, we
repaired to the meeting house, where a multitude of
the rich and most popular people of Bennington, wers
assembled to hear the Rev. Mr Marsh, minister of the

town. He delivered a discourse in the forenoon. In -

the intermission, I was invited to the house where he
quartered, and iotroduced by General Safford, the
%entleman with whom I stayed the night before. The
arson very politely received me, and kindly invited
me to preach in the afternoon. This was so much to
my astonishment, I hardly knew what answer to re-
turn him. T had been looking so much at my own
inability, the popularity of the place, and, I had be-
come almost blind to the glory of God, and the fulness -
which is in Christ. But1immedjately retired by my-
self; and asked wisdom of God, who knew my situa-
tion. I soon found as the door was open, I must ste[i
in, or be condemned for neglect, which I thought
could not endure. I therefore returned and told Mr
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to preach. The time having DOW
Marsh}l :g:}g";y to bpegiu, we repaired ;'o themglii;:f
pg 0;1'( . and Mr Marsh, in a very polite r;} trie&
ofdworgu p,'mto the pulpit. Here I was muc R
. dme E;ed of the devil, on many accounts. e
e t'glmlgd was about the first and oldest’ »tlow In the
cé(;::;-eand was formerly the capital. A m}:l aﬁfy here
ernors generals, judges, great mem, | oghouse y
%Y f ca t’a'ms, &c. resided. The meeting jouse was
cbwfmes[: and most elegant 1 had ever prefac Lin—
tHe ever, 1 prayed to the Lord that the lear onswer-_
'O:t be taken from me, and my prayer wzaks;1 ?ii er
m&g After singing and _prayer, [ read Isatz;l be, Weﬁ
il" “ Say ye to the righteous, that It sh; APy
with bim; for they shall eat the f{ruit of t enrh‘ ogs-
t;\l; unt,o *the wicked! it shall be _111 with im; fo
hoeeward‘of his hands shall be given hmfc\l: .
foar . f man, pride and unbelief, belng immediately >
e ? m me and hid from mine €yes, the s;t))u'lx_t @
e Lro d God was upon me, and the word, I belie o,f
oy t(:{ reached the ears, but the hearts, of mzi:ytea
It‘l?t geazers. After meeting, 1 was invited to take tea
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