
(a gentleman in company,) that his little datl~hter was 
drowned. I immediately put my horse into a run, 
a d  reached the place as soon as possible. lT%en we 
arrived, we found the child had been taken out of the 
river and brought to the house. W e  t l~en exerted 
ourselves to the utmost, and made use of all the means 
in our power to recover it. But finding no signs of 
life, I said to the parents, you must give her up : she 
is gone : she has taken her flight from you, and can-. 
not return to you again. 'I hey desired me to pray 
for them, which I did ; and they both kneeled with 
me 

T h e  next day, I attended the funeral of the child, 
and preached to a large and solemn assembly. 

Sabbath, July 25th, 1 preached at Wheelock meet- 
ins-house, and as I was comins to the place, while 
contemplaring on tlie last and gmeral meeiing : I had 
a rrniarkahle discovery in my mind, of the power and 
glory of God, and of his mercy and grace, extending 
over Wtieelock. Ulldcr these inipressio~s, 1 hasted 
to the Imuse, and found it remrrkably crgwded a i th  
people : and I do not know, thct ever I felt the cause 
of God and precious s c ~ l s ,  lay nearer to n ~ y  heart, 
than they did that day. I I'eh so affected, and my 
soul so weighed down wirh a sense of the si~nztioo of 
lost sinners, that I could scarcely utter myself. In 
the intermission, CnI. Fifield invited me to his house 
to take dinner. I went but could not eat. 1 illo~rght 
then, as Al~raham's servant said, I will not eat until 
I have told mine errand.' 1 t h e r e h e  returned to the 
meeting-lrouse, and ~lelivered my message ; and llave 
reason to believe, that God set the word home with 
power, to the hearts of the people. At the close of 
tbe meeting, being lully persuaded that the discovery 
I had in  the morrlng was true, and that the h.lppy 
hour w a s  appronclling, when the time of the singing 
of birds would come, and the voice of the t~rrtle be 
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heard i n  the land ; I left another appointment, and 
returned 11ume. 

Srhbatll, Al~gust Ist, I preached at Sutton ; and at 
the close of the )meeting, I baptized five yourre; ,- peo- 
pie! \ T I ~  gave great rv i~ lmce  o i  their being truly con- 
vel.iecl to Goti. I coniinued in  ihe town ihrough the 
meek, and preached illere thz next Sabbath. I n  the 
afternoon, havin: been previously i-r!quesied by a 
witlow whose hnsbnnd died a lew days before in the 
army, I prraClred a f'unecal sermon. 'I 'l~e scene was 
solemn, and the funeral being conducted i n  an order- 
ly manner, I hoped that i t  mi@t be a~tend'ed with 
sotne good effect: 10 tlle awaken~ng bf poor sinners. 

Sabbath, Al.lgtlst 15tl1, I preached again in Whee- 
lock. The  mertiq-house was much crowded with 
peol~le, a ren~xkable solemnity rested on the consre- 
gaiiou, and the signs of reformation were more vislble 
than v~iwn I was-there before. At the close of the 
meeting, desired all who felt a resolutioo to seek and 
serve  he Lord, and to encourage the reforrnatmn iu 
oihers, to rise up, when almost the whole cnrigrega- 
tivn arose. A n~~mht l r  humbled thenlselves under 
the mighty hand of God, and bowed brfore rhe Lord 
in  prayer. And I left the town, with a strong hope of . 
seeing i n  i t  a glorious spread of gospel grace among 
the people. 

Sabba~h, August 22, being sent for to atter~d a f w  
neral, I went to the hither part of Kurby, which is 
about ten miles from Sutton. This was a very sol 
enlll and striking scene. T w o  corpses were brought 
into the nleeting ; one, that of a man probably forty 
Yesrs of age, taken su~ldenly away, and leilvitlg,a wife 
a n d  a rl~truber o~'chil(!ren overwhelmed with p e l  and 
c i  T h e  other, a young woman, sr~aiched away 
in the t;lloom of life, and i n  the morning of her d;lys ; 
lcaving her affectifinate parents, hrnthers, sisters and 
friends, to mourn ibr her, and follow her to the silent 
grave. And what seemed greatly to add to the so; 



the peopk caule out of other towns, to assist tl~ern.- 
And what made i t  most painful to me, was, that the 
people rhus sick and dying. Gere chiefly those who 
had paid little o r  no attenlisn to rrliginn and the wor- 
ship of God : and because the ch~ef  tendency of this 
alarming and desola~ing con~ylainr, was to benumb 
and stupil) the senses nl h u s e  persons attacked by it. 
So tl~ar there was but little probabili~y of  heir seeking 
the Lord, or getling religion on the sick beti, or tly- 
ing pillow. 'I he luneral being ended, I basted to 
Wbeeloc.k, and attended a nleettng there in  the after- 
won.  Here I bad a good time. I found the S p r i t  
of the Lord was still moving on h e  hearts oc' h e  peo- 
ple, and the prospect of a reformation was still in- 
creasing. 

1 hursday, August 06, I attended another funeral in 
Kurby. 'I he ,deceasrd was a man, who bad lelt a 
wife and children, and parents, t t ~  mourn for him. 

Saturday -4ugust Wth I attended a quarterly nlcet- 
h g  in Strtton, which continued two days. It was 
judged that about one t11ou:and people attended, who 
conducted through the whole, with great decency, and 
sood order At the close of the meeting, I baptized 
two persons. I spent the most of the following week 
in Wheelock, where I attended one funeral, ar.d sev- 
eral citller religious meetings. I also preached in 
Wheeloc.k, on the following Sabbath, (September 
5th ;) hrr.ke bread to the brethren, and at the close, 
repaired to the water, and baptized six. Here I be- 
gan to  see my desires accompllihed, and my prayers 
answered. '. Hope deferred, maketh tne heart sick ; 
but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life." 1 
found it so ihdeed, to my soul in Wheelock. 

hionday, September 6th, I returned to my father's; 
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lernnity.of the scene, there was scarcely a house in 
the place, but what Itad some sick in it ; m d  t h  
whole town appeared to he in dis~ress. 1 here were'<:, 
nor well people enough to jake care of the sick ; but 'k. 
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and on the Wednesday following. I attended a meet- 
ing i n  Burk, where I found a goodly ngmber of breth- 
ren, 'pursuing the heavenly journey, in 1.armony and 
love. 

Thursday, September 9th, being Fast day, 1 re- 
turned to Sutton, and attended meeting there. After 
meeting I'went to Wheelock, in company with my 
natural father. W e  attended a meeting in the eve- 
ning it1 that town ; and the next morning we sat off 
for Burlington, (90 miles distant :) and as we went 
on, we stopped at Wardwick, and attended a meeting, 
which was the first I ever attended ill the place ; and 
can say, i t  wus a pleasing and solemn interview.- 
From thence we continued our joclrney, and went . . abollt fifteen rides after meeting. I h e  next day, w e  
proceeded down the River Detnile, and reached h r -  
lington about sunset. 

Sabbath, Sept. 12th, early in the morning, we 
made search far some acquaintance which wc l~ad in 
the army, whom we expected to have found i n  that 
place. But it s o  happened, that the most  of them 
were cone, with a part of the arrny that had crossed 
the lake, a I k r  days before. Arter gettitlg liberty of 
the corn naoding officers, WP went on the grand parade, 
where I got upou a little stand and began to sins ; at  
the somd or which, the officers and soldiers flocked 
0111 ol'their tents and gathered around me as thick as 
bees. After singing and prayer, h e y  sat down upon 
the grass 1 then read a pnssagc of'scripture,* and 

reacl~rd a sermon. And I [nust ackrlowlerlge, that f never saw a ~nnre  attentive assembly t q r f h e r  in aII 
my life. It seemed as iC every one heard, as tllough 
it hati bren expec~ed it was the last time. Good 
Ordcr wxs observed through the whole exercise ; and 
When I nd:!ressed the yottng men, they appeared to 
be n r d  affected. Some even burst into a flood of - 

'"Romans, xiii: 12. 
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tears. 1 understood afterwards, that i i is was the first, 
i 

serulorl ihey had heard during h e  wltole sumnter -t,; 
There were a nulnber present, who were professors ,; 

of relieion : one from Xew-Eampshire, whom 1 had. 
baptized about two years before. H e  came to me, 5 
gave nle bis hanrl and s a ~ d ,  I have heard heavy tidings : 
to day. My eldest da~~gh le r  is dead, a d  I shall see. 
her uo more t i l l  t l ~ e  last trumpet shall sonnd. 1 ti~en 
prayed, bid thwn brewell, aud retired to the hospital; 
and after ob~aininz leave of the pl;ysicians I visi:ed 
the sick, in the 61.~1 and second stories. I thm situa- 
ted niysell'wl~ere the wl~ole could hear; sung an hymn 
and prayed. I then s p k e  sort~e time. Riuly ol' the . 
physicians: nurses, guards, k c .  gathered round we in 
the walk,and many in(~re gathered brlow on [he ground. 
They all piid good attention, through tile whole of 
the exe~cises. 

Kontlay morning, September 13, we left Furling- , 

ton. and  sat off fbr home; and on Tuesday nigllt, we .. 
arrive(! ar 'A heelork, where 1 curltinued ~h~.c:uglt the 
week; but r ~ ~ y  father left me and went hon~e. 1 at- 
tended sevrral religious meetings, and saw the power 
of Gbd ren~nrlralrly, nianifested among the pt-ople.- 
The reI'u~.mai~trn b&an to spread marvellously among 
the aged, niiddle-aged and youih; but moa11y among 
the two latter. About as last as the snl:jrc ts 01' i h ~  
work btlier-ed in Chist ,  they offered tllrrnsrlvrs Ibr; 
b a p ~ ~ r n ~ ;  and it ~nigl!t be said of die Church ol'C h is t  
in Wherloc.k, as was said or the Cl~rn~clr ancie1111y;- 
'< and \lie I ord added to the C11uic;h daily, such as 
shou!d be saved." 

A h t t  tire 24'h of Cctoher, I preached in that 
place t t ~  a very large assan~bly. A little twf'ore I clos- 
ed, l e l i ~ : g  a11 in~pression to i t  I soid, I feel 8s 1l1o11gh : 

there we scicite here, who 5ay in their L~earts., like h e  
devout G r ~ r k s  ~111lkeli of' in scriplwe, " sirs, we 
WOII!II see Je.~us"-an~I v.lio 101 g to find peare to your 
lroublrtl tninds, and have a part with the !1a11py con- 
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verts. If, therefore, there are any in the a s s e n ~ b l ~ ,  
who are thus tmubled, and would count it a privilege 
to come forward and publicly manifest their desire to 
seek and serve the Lord, I feel willing on my part, to - .pray for you in particular, as well as for the congre- 
gation in general. The  nlourners arose, in every part 

\ of the ltouse; and collected before and on each side 
of the pulpit filling the aisles. I should judge that 
about forty or fifty persons, when 1 prayed, fell upon 
their knees with one accord, and joined in prayer. I 
observed among the rest, a number of militia otficers, 
all belotqir~g to the south company in Whee1ock.- 
These dficers, soon afrer, at a training, invited a mem- 
ber of the church to pray with them, at the beginning 
and ending thereof: were not ashamed, in their uni- 
form, (surrounded by the great men of the world,) t o  
bow themselves before the great God, and kneel be- 
fore their maker in the time 01. prayer. 

Oct. 30th and 31st, I attended a Quarterly Meet- 
ing in Hardwick, with a number of preachers. W e  
found the professors of christianity in that place, in a 
low and scattered condition. After singing, praying, 
exhortations, and hearing some good accounts lrom 
other churshes, I preached a sermon from Luke xiv. 
23: and the Lord said unto the servant, go out into 
the 5tghways and hedges, and compel them to come in, 
that my house may b e f i l l e d  There were about 6ve 
dist~nct denominations of professed christians present 
to hear me ; and l did what little I could, to give 
them their portions in due season, and left the event 
with God. After describing those hedges, &c. I clos- 
ed, by expressing my ardent desire, that the work of 
God might be reiived, in all the professors of religion; 
and that they might all be united in love. Wben I 
had done speaking, a number arose, one after anoth- 
er: some spake of' their joys; others confessed their 
backslidings and heart wwderings. At last, a good 
old Presbyterian minister arose; and after speaking 

18 
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some time, he looked around and said, '& as for these 
hdges, the Lord bring them down; and the fire of * 

heaven burn them up!" and it seemed for a little * 

while, as if the good old man's prayer was answered; 
a snirit of prayer, love and harmony, closed the meet- - 
ing'for that'day. 

On the second day of the meeting, the power of 
the Lord was remarkably manifested. Saints preach- 
ed, exhorted, prayed, and sung praises to God. Sin- 
ners trembled, fell on their knees, and cried to Gad 
for mercy. Backsliders confessed tu God and man, 
and asked forgiveness of their brethren, whom they 
had wounded, &c. Next morning, after attending a 
short meeting, I returned home. I heard from Hard- 
w~ck,  a few days after, and understood that a number 
had experienced religion for the first time. 

Sabbath, Nov. l?th, I preached in VITheelock, ta- 
king my farewell of the people in that place fur the 
present. I t  was a day, I hclieve, t11at will long bere- 
membered. At the close, we repaired to the water, 
and I baptised six persons. I had baptised, then, in 
all, upwards of 30 persons in the course of the late 
work: man" of whom were esteemed, as people of 
the &st ch&xter in the town, and deservedly so in a 
temporal view. There was the most general atten- 
tion, and the least visible opposition in that town, that 
ever I saw in any other town or place that I have 
seen. The  people in general seemed to be deter- 
mined to behave themselves as well as they could ; 
and to show then~selves friendly, to all the friends of 
the F R I E N D  OF SINNERS.  Men in authority in the 
town, seemed to know their places: and were exam- 
ples of morality and piety to the rest. Their t~earrs 
seemed to be open for Christ, and their houses open 
for his followers. 0 mav the Lord reward thern, and 
their names be fonnd written in the Lamb's book of 
life, that I may meet them and enjoy their company 
iu the blessed mansions of glory. 
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Monday, Nov. 15th, I retunled to my father's. I 
had now been in Vermont, 011 this visit, about four 
months; had baptized, in the whole, forty persons; 
had preached about twelve funeral sermons, besides 
all my other religious exercises. And notwithstand- 
ing my poor state of health, I had done about six 
weeks' work with my bands, chiefly or1 the meeting 
hutuse, which almost cirmpleted it. 

Tuesday, Nov. 16th. I spent my time in making 
ready for r'ny intended journey, which I calcnlated to 
commence the next morning. Late in the evening, a 
man knocked at the door; and when he entered the 
room to my great sxprise, I found him ro be a broth- 
er f r ~ m  B~irrilville, the very place I was about to set - 
o u t  for. T h e  next morning, when I came to con- 
verse with him, he informed me that he had come 
with a carriage to carry me,to Rlmde Island. I found 
hard parting with my dear friends and especially with 
my brother Jonatt~an's wife, who was in a very low 
stat.: of health, and expecting soon to change time 
For eternity. But I gave then1 all up to the care of 
my heaven!y Shepherd; and or1 

Wednesday ~norning, Nov. 17111, I bid them fare, 
well, and sat off with brother Lee, for Rhode Island, 
between two and three hundred miles distance. We 
had some refreshing seasons on the way. And, on 

Saturday evening, Nov. 27, we arrived at Burril- 
ville. And although I had entertained fears, lest sa- 
tan shonld have got some advantage of my brethren 
in that place, I found myself most agreeably disap- 
pointed. For when I came to meet with them the 
next day, I found them much more enmged in relig- 
ion, than I expected to have found them. It appear- 
ed on the whole, that notwithstand~ng the opposition 
of the world, and the assiduous efforts of sectarians, 
to watter the l~ttle Bock, they were if possible, more 
clnited and engaged, to travel the srlf denying and 
cross-bearing way, than they were when I left them. 
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I n  short, I found them under gond discipline, pursu- 
ing the heavenly journey, and marchirig lor  tile cit j .of  
t l ~ e  living God. 

I continued meachine: in  different parts of the town " 
of Ewriville, a h  in the adjacent towns; night iind day, ,: 
till the tenth of January. O n  that day, I sat out on a 
jourcey io visit the brethren in the staie of New- 
Hampshire. I went by the way of  Doston, Salem, 
Nerrburyport, Portsmouth, &c.  I t  being soon after 
the great fire, in the last mentioned place, 1 s;tw the 
melincholr spectacle of about fiiieen acrt.s of  that 
thickly settled town, all laid in ashes. And Frum all 
that I could gather, this awfulconflagration, which had 
destroyed s o  rnwh property, and left s o  many dis- 
tressed families without a shelter, in that inclement 
season, was all occasioned by some designing person 
or persons, who fired the town for !he sake of' plun- ,. 

der ! " T h e  iove of money is the root  of all evil." 
W h e n  ! beheld the ruins, it brought to my mind that 
day, when the heavens stal l  be rolled together like a 

scroll ,  the elements melt with fervent heat, the earth 

3 also, and the works that are therein, be  burnt rip.- 
Ah! thought I, what then will those wretches d o  with 
a l l  their plunder ? W h e n  they shall see  a God, in 
grandeur, and a world on fire, wtiere then will the 
wretches hide ? Ah! without deep repentance, they 
must then hear that doleful sentence, Depart ye cur- 
sed into e~erlmtin~fire, prepared for the d e d  and 
his angels. 

Leaving Por tmouth ,  I went on to Pittsfield ; and 
on the 191h and 20111 of January, I attended a quar- 
terly meeting in that town. 

January 22d and 23d, I attended another qlwrerly 
meeting in Sandwich. After which I went on to Par- 
sonsfield, and made a visit t o  Elder John Eu~zzll .-  
A d  after a sol tmn interview with hirn, I started again 
for I'hode island. 1 weut by the way of Meretiith 
N. 3. I stopped in that to&, and attended two or 
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rhree meetings, in company with Elder John Knoml- 
ton, who i ~ a d  been preaching t l~ere;  and a very glori- 

. .ous work had taken place under his improvement.- 
I-ie told me that upwards of an lmndred souls had 
k e n  hopefully converted withit1 a few rnontils, and 
the work was still spreading. 

Leaving 3iereditl1, 1 went to  Concord S.H.; from 
thence to  Worces t?r ,  Mass.-and from thence to  
Burrilville, R. I. 

Sabbath, Januarv 30tl1, I preached in the meeting- 
horise; and by infokmtiou, founJ that the work of re- 
formation, was generally sprenclin; tlrrorich that ies io i~ ,  
i n  oln~ost  all the towns, and poor mourning sinners 
daily turning tn  the Lor;]. Xeetings ryere requested 
in every part of ~ ~ r r i v i l l e ,  as nell as in many o t h ~ r  
plzces. 1 continued travellitis and pi.;.~cl~irlg~ _:nd 
baptizins in that re,zion, r11rotr:h the n ~ o n : l ~ s  of i e b -  - 
ruarv and March,  a!:J unt i l  tile 1 li!l of -lpril.  &- 
rills this visit I hail the happiness o l  seeing a ntrmiier 
b;.or::h to praise rl:e I . o ~ l ,  for pa.~icr~l;:s rnercy, 3r.d . . 
of ! ~ n ! ~ ! r z ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ j ~ ~ r ? ~ c l s  ol' t w n r y  11:rsons. 1 was se:- 
erc11 simes c:u!ec! to ti:?. !IO:I;- ol' ruc.!rriitl;:, c!ur!~:: 1;;). 

1 I ;  o r  r n x  n sickl:-, 1 1 ) - i ; ; ~  :iine ia ~!, h<:z 
island. i was calld four days successively, to atterid 
fnnerals. My brother Jonathan Colby, made me 11 

visit in the time, ~vhose  cornirrg to me, was like ti!;: 
cornins of Ti tus  to  i'aul. H e  brought twelve letter;, 
whic!~ contained r e f r e s l l q  accounts from nly friends, 
in distant parts. And what added t o , n ~ y  joy, was, he 
came to spend a few weeks with me, in the vineyard 
of the Lord,  and to arcornpany me home to  Verrnoni. 

r Ihursday,  I April 7111, mas the yearly fast. I preach- 
ed in  the meetin5 house in Burrilrdle, broke bread to 
tile church, and halitised five persons. I made an ap- 
pointment to be at the same place the next Sabbath; 
and i t  masexpected that Judge Smith, and Judge Stee:, 
w:i!~ some others, would he bnptizxl on t i n t  !i:ly. 

Friday, I went to preach in Sci~untc ,  ;;:iJ did not 
1s" 
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return till Saturday evening. When 1 returned, I was 
inrorrned that Judge Emith was sick of a fever. 

Fabhath, April loth,  agreeable to appointment, I 
s e n t  to the meeting-house, and we had a very solemn 
and affecting season. E'cr feeling some u-eighty in>- 
pressions on my mind, thrtt the Judge would not re- 
cover, I addressed his friends who were present, as 
on a hneral occasion. W e  then repaired to the wa- 
ter. But Judge Smith being sick, prevented h ~ s  bap- 
tism; and Judge Steer concludrd to postpone his bap- 
tism, till after my return from Vermont. I then hap- 
tized two young people, and the exercises closed for 
that day. However, I would h e ~ e  observe, that Judge 
Smith had previously related his experience, and put 
himself under the care of the church. 

Meeting being ended I bid my precious brethren 
farewell for a season; and repaired to Judge Smith's, 

, to take my farewell of him. I found him very sick; 
hut, to the joy of my heart, very much composed in 
mind. After conversing with him and his family, I 
bid him farewell, expecting to see him 110 more, till I 
shodd rneet him in that blissful world, where the in- 
habitants shall not say they are sick. 

Monday, April I l th,  I sat out for Vermont, in com- 
pany with my brother; and we arrived at my father's, 
on the 26th of the same month. W e  were joyfully 
received by onr friends, who had been impatiently 
looking for us upwards of :wo weeks; and had felt 
much anxlety about us, fearing that we were sick.- 
But the Lord had been'merciful to us, and returned 
us to our friends, laden with the experience of his 
goodness. However, I found one of my natural sis- 
ters very unwell, and supposed to be in R consump- 
tion. O n  this account, we had a cup of mixture. 

T h e  Sabbath following, I precched In Sutton, and 
found the brethren rather low in thpir minds. The 
next Sabbath, I preached in Wheelock, where we had 
a good season. T h e  brethren were well engaged, 
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and several had experienced religion in  the time of 
my absence, and were waiting for am opportunity to be 
baptized. 

Sabbath, May 15th, I preached again in Sutton, and 
when I returned from rneetmg, my father handed me 
8 letter, of which the following is an extract :- 

'' Burrilville, 23 of dlpril, 1814. 
"BELOVED B R O T H E R  IN CHRIST -1 take this op- 

portunity, agreeable to your request, to inform you of 
the death of our friend aud brother, Judge Smith, who 
departed this life on Friday morning, at half past 
seven, on the 15th instant. Elder Wescot, and 
Elder Britt, were sent for and both attended. Elder 
Britt did not get there till the meeting was almost 
ended, in consequence of his baptising some that day. 
Elder Millard and Richard Mory,attended, &c. His 
death is most sererely felt, by his wife and eldest 
son. But their sorrows were greatly alleviated, in 
consequeuce of his leaving so bright an evidence, that 
he died in the Lord. H e  was so composed in his 
sickness, that he gave orders respecting his funeral 
and private husiness He left the world, in tbe act of 
solemn prayer for his family, and the prosperity of the 
church. About ten minutes before he died, he ex- 
pressed that the Sun of Righteousness had arisen in 
his soul, as a light shining in a dark place. His fu- 
neral was attended with great solemnity and respect. 
1 he friends and neighbours seemed desirous of show- 
ing their respect to so worthy s man. 

c L  A bout fiky mourners, in solemn procession, 
followed the corpse to  the tomb ; and about one 
hundred and fifty citizens, with the elders, followed 
the procession to the grave where there mas a prayer 
by Elder Wescot. ?hey then returned to the house 
in the same order. 
" I must here mention that sister S ~ n ~ t h ,  the day 

previous to his death, experienced the power of God, 
in a remarkable manner, to support her under the 
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greatand solemn trial, she  had to pass through. S h e  
was attending upon her hushand ; and the Spirit of 
the Lord operat'ed upon her to that degree, thct she  
forgot her sorrows : and with trembling limbs, but 
with a strong voice, praised the Lord for his goodness 
towards her. S h e  expressed srlch an unusual degree 
ofhappiness as struck all the beholders wit11 aston- 
ishment.' V ie ,  as a body of brethren, feel to mourn 
with you the loss of so great a pillar in the Church.- 
Eut we resign him up into the hands of an all wise 
Creator, heieving that he  is r o w  enjoyin5 the fruits 
of his labours, with his dear Redeemer, \bye all as a 
rburch,  stand fast in the liberty n l ~ e r e m i t l ~  Christ liath 
made us free. ZGNR? RIiOCI<Y. 

'' ELDER JOHN COLEY." 
E y  the time I had read this letter, my friends call- 

ed me to supper ; hut I could not eat. >iy m i d  was 
filled with joy and nmurninz. .- Joy, to l m r  that he 
was so well composed i n  his last momen!s :-sorrow 
and.mnuinins. when I considered that I $ l ~ ~ l r l t I  s ee  
h i ~ n  no more in time. I retired to my cha~!lber to 
camnoso my minil ; and aFter ~ x l l t i n g  1112 floor a !'em 
minutzs~ tlie c a w  of I113 w i d o \ ~ ,  .end !":~!h~rless chi!- 
dren, rushrd into my mind ; and 1 could no lonser 
refrain frorn tears. I then fell upon my knees, and 
prayed il lat  God would support the mournin: widow,, 
and have compassion on llle fatherless children ; and 
sanctify the dispensation to all the surviving f ~ i e n ~ l s  ; 
that every class might be  prepared to follow him, by 
imi ta t in~  his virtues, and following his examples ; es- 
pecially those of the last year of his life R e  was 
frequently found in secret prayer ; was constant to 
his duty in his family ; and often exalting the name o f  
his h l i~ker  in public c o n p p t i o n s .  

Sal>bath, May 22uc1, I preached in Wheelock and 
found the reformation still spreadins. 

May 27111, m y  sister Folly mas i . r .~ igh t  home to my 
fd le r ' s ,  so  sick that she  was totally unable to help 
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herself. And my brother, who helped to bring her  
in ,  mas in one hour after, taken with a fever, and con- 
fined to his bed. 

May 25th; they continued very sick, and growing 
worse fast. 

Sabbath, May 29ih, w e  had hut little hopes of ei- 
thrr. I conversed with them both, and found them 
well composed in mmd. W h e n  I entered the room 
where my sister lay, she beckoned to me with her 
hand, and I went to her. S h e  then told me, with a 
whispering voice, that she enjoyed divine consolation, 
and heavenly peace in her mind. 1 asked her i f  she  . 
thought she should get  well. S h e  said it was a mat- 
ter of doubt mirh her, whether she should or not.- 
But, said she, I lkel no anxiety about the matter; I 
have given it up to the Lord.  Even when I hear any 
of the family praying for my lite, I bear it with reluc- 
tance. When I look upon my weeping hnshand and 
children, and afflic~ed parents, brothers and sisters, 
they all seem near to me ; but at the same time, when 
I turn my eyes away to my blessed Jesus, he looks 
m w e  glorious than ;hey all. T h e n  I feel to say, that 
for me to depart ar.d be with Christ, would be far 
better. She wished me to preach her funeral ser 
mon.-She also mentioned the hymns, she chose 
should be sun;; ar.d the passage of scripture, she 
wished might be spoken frorn on the occasion. S h e  
t!lm told me? if 1 wished to go to meeting, not tosray 
on her account. -%bout this time, a young woman 
entered the room, who had buried her mother better 
than a year before. Ending her conversat;on with me, 
she turned her wishful eyes upon the young woman, 
aud said. (looltinz up toward heaven)-" well sister 
Pcdly, I am agoin; to leave you : what word shall I 
carry to your mother ? Shall I tell her that you are 
preparing to meet her in glory ?" H e r  strength then 
failed, she ceased to speak ; and she ~ p a k e  no more 
to me, nor I to her, for three days. I then recollec- 
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trng my appointment, resigned her up to the I.ord, 
and went on to meeting. About this time, two skil- 
ful Physicians came in ; the neighbors pthered round,'' 
and it was expected that she would not live the d a ~ ;  
out. About two o'clock, they supposed that she was 
really dying But about the time I returned from 
rneetmg, she revived a ht~le .  And althoush sbe could . 
not utter a word, yet her countenance bespoke that :': 
which mas unspeakable by articulate sounds. Every 
feature showed perfect composure and heavenly se- 
renity ol' mind. 

Mouday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, rolled away 
without any material alteration. 

Thursday, it was supposed that my brother was a 
little better ; but no alteratior~ i n  her. I was then so 
fatigued, that I was scarcely a5le to sit up. Towards 
night, my attention was called again to my sister. I 
found her in extreme distress. Her  hands and feet 
were numb, and all the extremities growing cold.- 
W e  rubbed her with spirits, vinegar, &c. for au hour 
or two ; after which, she revived a little. 

Friday and Saturday, I grew more unwell myself, 
and was able to sit up but little. But my brother and 
sister, were supposed to be gaining health slowly ; 
and by the last of June, ttiey were considerably com- 
fortable. I remained myself, in a low state of health. 

Thursday June 23d, I had an appointment four or 
five miles from home, to which I went. on the day 
before to attend it. But on the day of tlie appoint- 
ment, about 9 o'clo&, A. M. I was suddenly seized 
with all the symptoms of the raging epidemic. Find- 
ing myself unable to attend the meetlng, I returned 
home and took my bed. I was severely exercised 
wit1 pain for fourteen days : my appetite for food, 
and strength of body, seemed to be gone ; and I con- 
cluded, from all my symptoms, I had nothing to look 
for but an approaching consumption of the lungs, to 
put a period to my mortal days, and finish my short ' 
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race across this little world. But glory to God, Ifelt  
a sweet calmness of nliud, and thought I could give 
up my account with joy, and not with grief. Hut as I 
ever believed it right to live in the use of means, I 
made use of a few simple syrups, prepared by my 
friends, which by the blessing of God, 1 believe were 
means ofrestoring me to a measure of health again.- 
I began to amend about the 8th of July. 1 he day 
following, I received a number of refreshing letters 
froni my friends in Rhode-Island ; and I found the 
words of the wise man true : '$ as cold water to a 
thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country."- 
Eiich letter seemed to be like a healing cordial to me. 
Even my body seemed to be strengthened, while I 
read of the prosperity of Zion, and of the flourishing 
state of the cause of Christ, in Rhode-Island. 0 may 
the work spread through all the United States, as ~t 
has through that State, within a short time, till they 
are all united to seek and serve the Lord ; and tlie 
same union spread through all the world, till all na- 
tions shall call Jesus bless'd and crown him whom the 
father hath rrowned'am~d set upon his holy hill ofZion; 
and join with the ancient spouse, and say, He is nlro- 
gether lovely. This opinion is prevailine: tnore or 
less in  all quarters of the world. The  biue is gone, 
and is still going, among all nations ; cutting its way, 
like a two edged sword, and containing the news of 
peace and pardon to the distressed isles. The  pow- 
erful arguments which are therein contained, with re- 
gard to our Saviour's mission into the world, never 
have nor never will, be confuted by wicked me11 nor 
devils. For devils themselves were subject to him in 
bodily presence ; and said to him, in the person of 
tbe man possessed, I know thee who thou art, the 
holy one of God. Wicked men, in all generarions, 
have trembled before the Son of God, and have had 
some realizio_e sense of that solemn truth That a t  
the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, &c. And 
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finally, some of the ereatest heathen philosophers, . 
have written largely o n t h e  sutiject of Christ's conling 
into the world. I have been much pleased in read- 
ing some of their accounts of this extraordinary per- 
son ; and to see what an exalted opinion they had or 
the rnan,lcalled the king of the Jews, the son of God, 
&c. For  although they refused to worship him, yet 
they were constrained to acknowledge, that the histo- 
ry of ages, could not produce another such an extra- 
ordinary man. Publius Lentulus, gave a minute de- ' 
scription of his personal beauties, and of his extraor- 
dinary demeanour, as well as of his miraculous deeds, 
while he (Christ) was personally upon earth, preach- 
ing and working miracles among the Jews. In a let- 
ter to the senate of Rome, while the same Publius 
Lentulus was Governor of Judea, and Tiherius Cae- 
sar was Emperor, he caused the same intelligence to 
be published throughout all the provinces of the Ro- 
man empire. Dr Wright, in his Life of Christ, 
quotes the same, p: 26g; which he says was trans- 
lated from the original manuscript in the following ' 
words :- 
" There appeared iu these our days, a man o( great 

virtue, named Jssus  CHRIST, who is yet amongst us, 
and of the Gentiles, is accepted as a Prophet of 
truth ; but by his own disciples, called the SON OF 
GOD. H e  raiseth,the dead, and cureth all manner of 
diseases. A man of stature somewhat tall, and come- 
ly ; with a very reverend countenance ; such as the 
beholder may both love -and fear. His hair is of the 
colour of a filbert full ripe, and plain almost down to 
his ears ; but from his ears downward, somewhat 
curled, more orient of colour, and waving about his 
shoulders. In the midst of his head, goeth a seam or 
partition of his hair, alter the manner of the Nazar- 
ites. His forehead is very plain and smooth: his 
face without spot or wrinkle, beautified with con~ely 
red. His nose and mouth, so formed, as nothing can 
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be reprehended. His beard somewhat thick,agreeing 
in cnlnur to the hair of his head, not of any g h a t  
length, but forked in the midst, and of an innoceht 
mature look. His eyes gray, clear, and quick. Iri 
reproving, he is terrible ; and in ad~nonishi~lg, court* 
eous and fair spoken, pleasant in speech, mixed with 
gravity. It cannot bc remembered that any have seen 
him laugh ; hut many have seen him weep. In pro- 
portion of body, well shaped and straight ; his hands 
and arms, right delectable to heboltl. In speaking, 
very temperate, modest and wise. A man for s i n p  
lar besuty, surpassing the children of men." 

This biographical sketch, given of Jcsus Ch.cist, by 
the Governor of Judea, corresponds very welt with 
the description given or  him, by the ancier~t inspired 
writers, as recorded in Solonion's Songs, the books 
of the Prophets, and the history eiven of him by the 
Evangelists, and his immediate followers. 

His worth if all the nations knew, 
Sure the whole world would love him too, 

Rut to return to my narrative, I continued slowly . 
to recover my health, till the latter part of July; at 
which time, tlirough the superabounding 'goodness of 
God, I was enabled to preach a few times. 1 also 
visited the churches in the adjacent towns, broke. 
bread to them, and baptized a number. 

h u g .  3d, 1814, being convinced that I had finished 
my labours i l l  that region for that time, I gave the 
partiny hand again to my parents, loving bretl~ren and 
dear Ziends i.7 Vermont, and sat off for the District 
ol Maine, in company with my cousin, B. C.Atwond, 
of Portland. Wc passed through the notch of the 
wh i t e  hills ; and on the'rlext Saturday night, 6th of 
.~ugust, we arrived at Gorham, and were kindly re- 
ceived and entertained by the brethren there. 

Sabbath, Aug. 7th, I went into Portland, and 
Preached in the afternoon. And althoogh I was yet  

19 
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feeble in bod", I was better in heal111 than I was when 
. 1 leli home. - 1  contiuned in town through the week, 

and preached there agaiu on the next Eabba~b, f 4th . ' 

of August. But finding my constitution so slender, 
my appetite so.poor, and my stomach and lungs so ex- 
tremely weak, 1 t l~ot~ght  it might be duty to retlre 
trom preaching, a sllort time, and take a short ro j age ,  , 
at sea. And having also the adtwe o i  my friends.. : 
who thought it flight contribute n~uch to my health, .I ' 

went on board a small xhooner ,  bound to the east- ' 
ward ; and on August Itjth, being favoured wirti a 
fair wind we set sail. I was very seasick all day.- 
At evening., we put in at Eath, (mouth of the Kenne- 
bec,) w&e we tarried.the next day and evening. I 
attended one meeting in the place, i n  which I found a 
good degree of satisfaction. 

T h e  next day, leaving Bath we proceeded to Booth-, 
bay ; from thence t o  Moimt Desert, and, so on to 
Machias and Little-river ; and from thence to Gran- 
manan, where I preached on Sabbath day, Aug. 28th, . 
t o  an attentive concourse of people. Granmenan, is 
an island belonging to  the British, and lying on h e  , 

Passan~a~uoddy Bay. It contains about 60 or 70 
f a d i e s .  They informed me that there had nvt been . 
a sermon preached on the island for three years. I 
was also told, h a t  they had not heard a prayer, some 
of them, for five years. 0 may the Lord nC the h a r  , 

Vest, send some faithful laborers to tliat island, to 
preach Christ's gospel to its inhabitants, and to show 
to them the way of life and salvotion ; for I think it 
is one of the " isles. that wait Tor his law." 

Aug. 31~1 ,  I left ( h i m a n a n ,  and we shaped our- 
cnurse westward. I precclled ihe first Sabbath in 
September, a t  Moosbecky Reach ; and on the. 13111 
of h e  saine mmh, I arrived at Portland, having been 
gone about four weeks. I felt my heart filled with 
gratitude to God, F r  bis distinguisl;ed goodness to me, 
in preserving my ltfe, and safely returning me to my 
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friends in that t o rn .  Our voyage was attended with 
some dangers. On our passage out, we struck a 
l ed~e ,  where we lay eight or ten hours, until high 
water floating us again. Had there been a heavy s&, 
we should in all probability have been lost ; but he 
who c:mmands the winds and the sea, suffered not 
the proud waves to ovel wheln~ us. It being also a 
time of  war, and many of the enemies' cruisers on.tlte 
eastern coast at the same time, we considered o u ~  
selves in danger evwv hour, of beir~e: captored, and 
carried to Halifax o r t o  England. &t he who garb- 
ers the lambs with his arm, and carries them in his 
bosom. carried us safely as in time of peace. On my 
passase immeward, I was in an open boat, rt sea ; 
and it being very squalfy, and blowing a heavy gale, 
it was bought that our little boat could not live above 
water. But it pleased him, who appeared to his dis- 
tressed disciples, when in sin~ilar circ!umstaaces, and 
calmed the raging sea, to preserve and bring us safe te 
+and. If is better to trust in the Lord, than to put eon- 
fdence in man. It is betlcr to trust in the Lord, than 
fo put confideace in  princes. 

Finding my heahh soniewbat improved by the late 
voyage, and feeling my streogtl~ renewed,.both in hod? 
and mind ; d t e r  nraking a short visit at Portland, and 
Gorham 1 sat off far Rhode-Island, Saturday morninq 
17th of Sept. I arrked at Portsmouth, N. H. on 
bath day morning, by the time die beHs rung for meet- 
ins  ; disrance about 60 miles. I hasted to a meeting- 
Ilouse, where I heard one sermon, and preached an- 
other. I found the people greatiy aiarrned on ac- 
count of an expected attack by a Bri~ish fleet, which 
a t  that time lay off tbe lrarbor. T h e  militia were 
coming in by regiments, from every quarter, and great 
preparations were making to give the enemy a warm 
reception, in case of an invasion. But my most 
fervent desire was sent to the throne of grace, that 
she effusion of humam blood might be prevented ; and 



that all ~on tend in~na t ions ,  might strive only for the 
things that make for peare. 

Monday, S e p t  1 9 ~ b ,  I left Pnrtsmou:h, and went 
to Salem ; on Tuesday, to I?oston ; on Wednrsdrf 
t o  Providmce. On'l.hursday, 1 arrived at Burr~luille: 
and on Sn~l~rday ,  and Sabbath following, I attended a 
quarterly Meeting in that town, which 1 had previous- . ; . 
ly appointed. At  this meering, I had the happiness 
of seeing a few preachers from different states, and a : 
large n ~ m b e r  of laving engaged brethren, and sisters, ' 

from different towns. Jtlilould be almostimpossible, , . 
ro describe the joys I felt at meeting the bappg con- 
verts in Rhocle-Island, and to  see them so  generally 
e n ~ g e d i n  the cause of Christ. Our meeting was 
t r d y  refreshing, from beginning lo e n d  : the work 
began to revive afresh ; doors were opened for 
preaching on every hand ; and he who opel-ed the 
doors,'cnabled me to preach day and night. Crowds 
of people flocked to hear the word : and the prospects 
at every meetlng, appeared very encouraging : sinners 
mourning, and saints praying and rejoicing. T h e  
work of the Lord spread particularly i n .  the towns of 
Burrilville, Gloucester and Smirhfield. I attended 
sometin~es six, sometirnes ten, and sometimes twelve . 
meetings, in a week ; and saw more or less of God's ~$ 

goodness in every meeticg. A goodly number fol- 
lowed Christ in baptism. T h e  work beean i n  Glou. ; 
cester, early in the fall, and spread gloriously till the 
fore part of winter. 

Jan. lst ,  1815, was a remarkal~le pleasant day. 1 
enjoyed great conlposure of mind, joyfully hailed the 
New Year and thanked God. that he had let ine live 
to see the beginning of it This was a first day in- 
deed : for it was the first day of the week. first day of 
the month, and first day of the year. W e  met that 
d a y  at Burrilville meeting-house, where a large con- 
gregation attended. I preached from Isaiah xi. 10:  
and i n  tlrat day there shall be a root of Jesse, zchich 

slzatl stand for an em'gn of the people ; to it shall tlte 
Gentiks seek : and has rest shall be gloriotu I think 
I can say, without the last exaggeration 'that we wit- 
nessed the fulfilment of that graclous promise, through 
all the exercises of the day. And to close rhe heav- 
enly scene, a very large, respectable, humble, happy 
ioving, united body of brethren and sisters, surroun- 
ded their Father's table, and comme~norated the suf- 
ferings of him, who was dead aud is alive, and lives 
Forevermore. This was a ,New-Year's day to many 
souls, that never will be forgotten. 

I continued preaching in that region, until the 10th 
of January. On that day, I attended the funeral of 
Deacon Ballard's wife, and preached a sermon to a 
crowded, weeping assembly of relatives and friends. 
When the mournful procession was formed, I left 
them to follow her remains t o  the silent grave, and re- 
paired to my lodgings, to prepare lor a journey to 
New-Hampshire. 

Jan. Ilrh, I sat off; and on Jan 14th' I arrived at 
Weare, wbere, by a previous appointment, I met my 
father and mother, and one of my brothers. This 
being the place of my mother's nativity, and her pa- 
rents being yet living, it added n~uch  to our happiness, 
and made our meeting inexpressibly joyful. Howev- 
er, the thoughts of soon parting again, mixed a few 
tears with our joy. I tarr~ed onlv two days in the 
place, and preached two sermons-: one at my grand- 
father Atwood's, and the other at h e  house of Elder 
H. D. Buuell, a minister who resides in that town. 
I then took my teave of my parents, grand-parents, 
brother, uncles, aunts, cousins, and my dear brethren 
in Christ, and sat rnv k c e  towaids Rhode-Island ; 
and by the mercy of (.'ioc', arrived at Burrilville, on 
the 1 9 t h  of January. I conrinued preaching at my 
usual places, in the before mentioned towns, and oc- 
casionally in some other places, through the winter. 
-4od the reformation continued to spread, especially 

19* 



222 LIFE OF JOHN COLBY. I 
in Gloucester. Many were sincerely seeking after 
religion, and diligently inquiring, what they should do 
to ba saved. 

Early in the spring, ;he news of peace betneen tlis ' 

United States and Great Britain, was prc,clnimed in 
America. And when the official accounts of the 
treaty reached Rhode-Island, the legislatnre of that 
State, a day or thanksgiving, which was 
holdem on the 16th of March. Our meeting on h a t  
occasion was holden at Gloucester. About 20 hreth- 
ren accompanied me from Burrilville to the meeting 
wbere we had a glorious thanksgiving. W e  found 
that tbe attention was great in GlGcester ; the relor- 
mation was spreadit~g. opposition falling, party spirit 
dying ; and brotherly lore, unrom, and har~nclny among 
professors, prevail~ng. At a conference meetiilg 
holden in that toun, about twenty persons spalte of 
the goodness oS Gud to their souls ; the greater part 
of them were persorls who had experienced the for- 
giveness of their sins, in the late rel'ornlation. l;octor 
Yeckham, Major Burlingame, Cap!. Steer, and their 
vrves, n e r e  anlong the number; and many otliers, of 
the Brst class in town, had either experienced religion, 
or were earnestly seekirrg after it. In the month of 
April, and fore part of May, a number were bapttzed 
In Glouces~er and Smrthfield, and sotile in Burrilvirle~ 

On the Sabharh, April 16th, 1 preached at GLOW 
cester; and at the close of the meeting, I baptized 
two; tbe one a man between 70 and 80 years ol' age; 
the other about 18. In the one, I beheld an emblem 
of a most beautiful morning, with a pleasing prospect 
of an agreeable day. In the cdler, an err~blen~ of a 
serene atmosphere, with a setting sun with smiles, and 
by his declining golden rays, leaving a dewy blessing 
on all the leaves behind him, and pronkirrg a pleasant 
night. Among all the things which I have seen tinder 
l l ~ e  son, there has nothing so ravished my heart, as to 
see young converts, inquiring the way 10 Zion, with 
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tlieir faces thitherward' ; and old hoary headed saints 
ready to be offered, prepared to meet tbeir God, and 
patiently waiting till their change comes. I also bap- 
tized a woman 23 years of age, who had lost the 
power of speaking, and had not spoken a word for 
eight years. She  told her experience by signs. T h e  
brethren also who were acquainted with her, told many 
things wllich they knew relative to her conviction 
and conversibn. All present mere safisfied that she 
had experienced a saving change. 

Sabbath, April 30th, I preached at Gloucester; 
and in the evening, heard that there was a letter in the 
post office, directed to me, staled with a black seal .  
I concluded it contained heavy news, and immediately 
looked to God for grace to support me, i n  whatev- 
er trial 1 should have to endure. After I retired, I 
felt convinced that the letter was fiom Vermont, and 
felt a reluctant anxiety .to know ils conter,ts. 

Monday morning, 1 >rose early, and walked to the 
p ~ s t  office, as i f  travelling to the grave. As soon as 
1 saw the direction on the letter, 1 knew i t  to be the 
hand writing of my brother Jonathan. I returned to 
Esq Armstrong's, the place of my lodging, retired by 
m).self, and opened my letter. While urrfolding it, 1 
felt as if turning up tho lid of a coffin, and unfolding 
the winding sheet, to view, for the last lime, the pale 
visage of a dear Sriend, on whom voracious death bad 
laid his cruel and relentless hands, levied bis execu- 
tion, and finished his dread office! As soon as the 
letter was unfulded, my eager eyes began to trace the 
soleri~n liqes. 
. . Extract of (he Letler. 

l L  SUTTON, (VT.) April 8, 1815. 
" Once more, by the leave of divine providence, I 

am permitted to address my brotber John, whom 1 
love in the Lord, and whom 1 have so often congrat- 
ulated with pleasure, by writing, when distarlcc forbade 
us.the inestimahle prlvllege of conversine: Lice to face. - 
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But while I .$rite, it i s  with a trembling hand, and d- 
motion of heartfelt-sorrow, while I contemplate the 
subject on which I must address YOU.  Once more 
the pale horse, and his rider, neaTa, have made ra 
id progress in Vermont. T h e  pestilence that walke 
in darkness, and makes wrlste at noon day, has been, 
and is 11ow solemnly witnessed in this northern clime. 
Rut shall I record the death of some of our near con- 
nexions? Surely, I must! Put on fort~tude, my 
brother, while you read my letter:-for with a degree 
of relactance, I must inform you, that the voice of 
our amiab!e and beloved sister POLLP BLAKE, is 
heard no more in the land of the living-she is gone . 
the way of  all the earth. But is it possible ?"- 
Here  I paused-for notwithstanding all my fortitude, 
end the cautionary mode of my brother's introduc~ioa, 
I could not withstand the stroke, nor refrain from 
tears, when I found that my 'dear sister POLLY had : 
closed her eyes in death, and that I should hear her ., 
voice no more upon earth. 0 how unexpected was I 
'the news! T h e  last time I heard from her, she was 
in good health. I t  was several min1ltes, before I c o d d  
compose my mind enough to finish reading the letter. 
While I gave vent to natural feslings and passions, a '. 

multitude of dismal thoughts r~tshed into my mind, 
such as the following:-Here 1 am in this distantland, . 
i n  this lonely room, with not a father, mother, nor sis- 
ter, to weep with me; doomed to bear in one momwr, 
what the whole family bore through all the days o i  . 
her sickness, death, and burial. 0 could I h a w  but 
been with her, in her last sickness; have beard her 

,dying words, and had them recorded as no the table 
of my heart! But, recovering myself, I refrained and 
.read on; and, after rending a particular account of the 
distressing sickness of the family (which seems to be 
too long to insert here,) I came to the follorving 
words: Sister Blake cdntinued to grow worse eve- 
r y  day, until the fourth day of her sickness, at seven 
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n'clock in the evening,which was the last day of March. 
She expired, sensible of her departure; and witt chris- 
tian fortitude, triumphed over death. While she saw 
the blood settling under her finger nails, she said she 
rejoiced at the tokens of death, that she should soon 
be at rest. And what IS still more remarkable, she 
gave particular directions, relative to her funeral, sev- 
eral days before she was taken sick. Brother Blake 
bore his trials with remarkable fortitude, co~rsidering 
the debility of his b0dv.f H e  was measurably re- 
ceveret! from his sickness; also the little girls; but 
little John remains quite low; and i t  is very doubtfill 
whether he will ever recover.'' kc. 

T h e  above paragraph in the letter, sweetened to 
me the bitter cup of affliction, and measurably dried 
up my tears. And notwithstanding the deep mourn- 
ing I felt for the company and usefulness of my dear 
sister, and the syrnpathy I had with hrr  husband and 
cl~ildren, parents, and other relatives in Vermout, I 
k i t  to resign her up to the Lord; and said:- 

How bless'd is our sister, bereft 
Of all that could burden her mind; 

How easy the soul that has left 
This wearisome body behind. 

A thought that she was freed from sin and sorrow; 
that she now lives in glory, and shall forever dwell 
w ~ t i ~  the Lord, afforded me unspeakable consolation. 
My brother closed his letter, by giving me a particu- 
lar account of the many that were sick, and of a nunl- 
ber that had died with that raging disorder, the spot- 
ted (ever, at that season: by stating to me the assur- 
ance of his own faith in the glorious Redeemer, and 
reconlmending a state of resignation to the dispensa- 
tions of providence. Had I tirne, I wolrld give my 
readers the copies of some of the last letters that my - 

*Her husband; and three children, had been sick with the 
same disoxler, during her illness. 
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sister wrote. But it must suffice, to close this sub- 
ject, just to mention, that the last letter she ever wrote 
to me, slre closed with the following words : " Ire- 
w i n  your sister, POLLY BLAKE, and sister i n  the 
bonds of chn'stian union." And then added, 

"Our distant bodies may remore, 
But nothing shall divide our love." 

T h e  Lord givetb, and the Lord taketh away, and bless- 
e d  be the name of the Lord. 

May 7th, being Sathat.4 I preached at Smithfield, 
where we had a v,ery solenln meeting; we closed the 
solemnity,bg administering a-d partaking of the Lord's - .  
Supper. 

Saturday and Sabbath day being the 13th and 14th 
of May, I attended meeting at Borrilville meeting- 
house. Three preachers from the dutrict of Maine, 
attended with rnea Two of them,Elder George Lamb, 
and Brother Joseph White came w ~ t h  a view of preach- 
ing in that state through the summer. Our meeting 
on the Sabbath, was very much crowded, and very 
solemn. A t  the close of this meeting, I baptized 
Capt. Samuel Steer, of Cnloucester, and two others; 
who, I hope, will became pillars in the temple of God, 
10 go no more out. After this, I took my leave of 
.the brethren. And, an 

Monday, May 15th, I sat &'for Vermont. But 
p i n g  by the way of Providence Boston, Portsniouth, 
Portland, Gorham, Parsonfield, Sandwich, &c. it made 
my Journey somewhat circuitous; and 1 was nearly a 
month in performing it Yet I did not consider my 
time lost; for as I went, 1 ~ r e a c t ~ e d ;  and hadthe priv- 
ilege of attellding a yearly meeting in Sandwich,mllich 
was holdeu on the Second Saturday in June, and the 
Sabbath and Monday fo l low~g.  

I arrived at my rather's house, in Vermont, on the 
15th of June, having bees absent nearly 11 months. 
I found my relat ius all in tolerable health, except my 
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brother Jesse, a youth who was taken sick of a fever, 
early in the spring ; the disorder settled in one of his 
knees, and produced a distressing fever sore; so that 
for several weeks before my arrival, his life had been 
despaired of. 

l'he first Sabbath after my return to Vermont, I at- 
tended meeting at Danville; the second, or last Sab- 
bath in June, at Sutton. '1 he 6rst Sabbath in July, 
at 9 o'clock in the morning, 1 preached at Wells-Kiv- 
er: at 1 in the aliernoon at Kenbury, (Vt.) and at 5 
P. 81. at Haverliill Corner, N. H. 1 enjoyed the di- 
vine presence, through the day; and had a sokema 
season in every meeting and hoped that my labours 
might be productive of s o ~ n e  good. I returned home 
fatigued; and continued preaching in Sutton, and the 
towns adjoining, as much, as my health would admit 
of, till the latter part of July. At this,time, my sto- 
mach had become so weak, my lungs so burdened, 
and the cough upon me mas s~ troublesome and dis- 
tressing, that 1 was constrairied to take my bed.- 
About the first of August, I begar1 to spit blood: and 
raised larger quanti~ies than ever I had done before, 
which I considered a bad omen. I continued bleed- 
ins from my lungs, for several days, till my strength 
was nearly exhausted, and my phys~cians and lriends, 
considered me in the last stage of consumption. About 
the same time, the doctor, who lived in the house, 
and had the care of my brother Jesse, was taken down 
with the fever also. My two sisters, who lived at 
home, were seized with the ssme complaint, and my 
youngest brother was taken down with the rheuma- 
trsrn. There were then six in the famly who needed 
watchers; and my mother at the same time, was 
scarcelv able to keep about. With regard to myself 
it was .thought by my plq sicians, that 1 should close 
this mortal scene in a very lew clays. I n   his situation 
I was brought to close examination; and npon the tri- 
al, felt great composure of mind. Were 1 was made 
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to realize the apostle's words, " our light affliction; 
whicb is but for a moment, worketh for us a fix more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look 
not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen." For I felt assurance, that if 
this earthly house of my tabernacle were dissolved, I 
had a building of God, an house not made with hands; 
eternal in  the heavrns. However, it pleased God, af- 
ter refining me awhile in the (lrnace of affliction, to 
bring me forth of it, and spars me a little longer-I 
hope, by his grace assisting me, firr further uselulness 
in his blessed service. For in about two weeks. I SO 

far recovered my health, that I was able to do without 
watchers; and so were all the family, excepting my 
brother Jesse. 

The mount of danger is the place, 
Where we receive surprising grace. 

I continued to gain strength slowly, through the 
month; towards the last of which, I was able to at- 
tend a f ~ w  meetings; I also baptized 7 or 8 persons, 
and had refreshing seasons with the brethren I now 
becan to look to the Lord for duty, and found my 
m k d  drawn to Rhode-Island. I began to muster up' 
res~lution, prayed to God for streugth, and   re pared . .  , . 

for the Journay. 
Aug. 30th, sat off, leaving all my friends in Ver- 

mont: and fhe hardest of all was, to leave my poor -~~ ~ ~~ ~ ,. 
brother Jesse, still confined, and in great dist&si.- 
But I left him with my blessed blaster, whn does all 
things well; and who, tf 11e please, is able to cure alk 
manner oF sicknesses, and all manner ol' diseases. 

When I got to Portland, I found myself very much 
fatigued and overcome with my journey; so that I be- 
gan to have some fears that-1 should not be able to 
finish it. As riding on horse-back, tended to weaken 
my stomach, and increase my.cough, I prchased me 
P convenient chaise, and then went on much more 
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comfortably than before. When I gr)t to brother 
Baker's, in Sornersworth, N. H. by  p r e r i ~ ~ u s  al~lmint- 
ment, I met with Elder John Buzzltl, who awoiripm- 
ied me to Rhude-Island. W e  arrived at I'rovidence, 
Sept. 21st; and or1 the morning of the 32d, brrdwr 
Buzzeil, b e i y  a stranger in the place, lot,lc great sat- 

? 
isfaction, i n  v ~ e w i n ~  the place whore ROGER WILL- 
I A M S  a id  his associates, fled unto, when perseculetl 
and banished fur their religion. He viewed Provi- 
dence in its prosperity, and admired its sit~~ation.- 
W e  then lef: the town, and went on to Srni[lh:ld. I t  
being rainy, we put up at brother Tucker's, and tar- 
ried all night. 

Sept. 33d, i t  continued stormy; and ahout 9 0'- 

clock, A. ;\I. the tempest began, which delueed acon.  
sitlerable part o; the town of Providence, hestroved 
in i t  several hundred buildings, and' a n  immense a- 
momt of property, and some lives i t  likewise spread 
great destrwrion througt~ a11 !he counlry east a ~ d  west; 
and W ~ S  a day that will long be re~ncn~l~errcl i n  that 
part u i  the country. One ol Brothrr 'I'uc;kiw's barns, 
where my chaise was housed, blew down, and my 
chaise was des~~nyed .  The trlni,eSt sui~sid~,~l  about 
11 o'clock, A. iM. i borrowed a saddle, a1111 we went 
on lo Burrilvilk, witnessing all the way, the dreadful 
desrruc:ion of builrlin~i., fewes, orcl~ards, wood a11d 
timber lots, trees of ornment ,  k c .  When we ar- 
rived at B~rrilville, we met, in the afternoon, with El- 
der Moses Cheney, Elder Lamb, and brother Jnseph 
White, at Cap .  Klmdes', where we were kindly re- 
ceived snd entertained. It was the first day of a 
Q~~arterly 31eet111g in that town, and we had a solemn 
anit rejoicir~s tirne We felt so le i~~n,  on viewinv the 
destruction made hy the tempest; and felt to rej:ice, 

t h a t  our lives, aud the lives of so tnany otl~zrs, were 
preserved arnidrt the direhi storm. 'I'he inl~iibitants 
were enga5ed in sec~~r ing  their crops from the cattle; 
an& w r  enjoyed the first day of our meeting by our- 

20 



2:w L I F E  OF J O H N  C O L B Y .  

selves. i n  the evening we  went t o  the house of the 
IateJullge Srnitl), and visited his  widow and fatherless 
ch i l~ l r rn  in t l~e i r  affliction. W e  har! a preci t~us sea- 
son in conversation and prayer. T h e  next  morning, 
Eabbatl~ day. Sept .  24tl1, we repaired to the meeting- 
house, w l ~ r r e  w e  met a very large concourse or peo- 
ple, rnl1er:ed to hear the word of the imrd .  Broth- 
e r  Euzzell s p k e  from Isaiah, xxxii.  2: And a man 
shall be ns nn hiding place from the wind, nnda covert 
j 0 . m  the tentpat; as Avers oJ.~c.ater in a d , y  place;  
ns the shaduw of a great rock ir. a weary land, Er. 
Clle~ley p r t ~ a c l ~ e d  in the afternoon. A r ~ d  arter heclos-  
ed, Rrolher Buzzel l  delivered another short d i s c o ~ ~ r s e .  
All were very instructive and powerful discaurses. 

Morday,  early in the morning, by the desire of Er. 
Buzzell, as many of the c h ~ i r c h  as could, ctrllectetl at 
the meeting-house. A n d  after p la je r ,  and henrille a 
goodly numher .of  the brethren reltlte t he  travel of 
their mitrd-, brother Etrzzell and brother Cheney,  gave 
ntucb good adrrice t o  the brethren and sisters, with re- 
sprcc to church gove rn~nrn t ,  chtrrrh labors, &c. and 
then took their leave. After taking refreshments at 
C a p .  Rbodes', I accompanied brother EIIZZPII to 
Chepachet,  where h e  preached in a school-hot~se, 
at 10 o'clcck. A. h1. a verv solemn and convincirlg 
discourse ; and in tlre eveGng, another a t  a school- 
house, near Col .  Steer 's,  in G l u ~ ~ c e s t e r .  

Tuesday,  Sept .  261h, we all met  a t  the Academy, 
in Enliil~field; and brother Cheney pr rachrd  a s e rn~on  
t o  a large nlrnil,er, w h o  h a d  collected there to hear 
the word A f ~ e r  Elder  C l ~ e n e y  llod done speakillg, 
Brgther Bllzzell delivered a short disc m s e ,  took his 
leave of the brerlren,  and weut on  to Yrnvidence, in 
conlpnny wich brather White. I tarried that evenil% 
a t  S ~ r ~ i t l t f i ~ l t l ,  and attended another rl~eeting a t  l h  

A r a d e r ~ y ,  wtlh brother Cllenep anti Elder Lamb. 
Nex t  ~ ~ ~ o t : n i n ~  t! September  27111, 1 a c c n ~ ~ ~ p a n i e d  the 

hretltrcn to Provldence, where w e  witnessed the aw- 

ful devastation made by the late tempest in that town; 
alier w h d r ,  I parted with rile brelliren and they went 
on lo  their homes.  

Sabbath, October  1st. 1 preached a t  Gloucester  ; 
and t h e  Sabbarh following, 1 preached at Eurrilville, 
broke bread, &c- I also ;,reached o n  week days  and 
e v r n i n ~ s ,  in Rurrilville, t i l owes te r ,  and Srnithfield, 
dur i t~g  my short  stay. I also baptized five on  this 
pisir.* 

I t  is now about tllree years, since the reformation 
b e r m  in those towns, wl~rch  Itas been ever  s ince grad- 
ually progressing, and is ye t  spreading. and the  pros- 
pect w r y  glorious. I have never preacbed in a n y  

NOTE BY TEE EDITOR. 

*Though mcak in thepcsh, this obedient and industrious disci- 
ple, x e n u  still strong i n  the L o r d ;  and to be owned and blessed, 
id rhe vlneyard of h i s  Master, and in the mhitejields of the gos- 
pel harvest as a lahourer worthy of his hire. ELDER COLBP seems 
to have devoted himselfexclnsively, and Nitbout reserve, to the 
c a u x  a n d  inlrrest of his divine Lord, whohas declared that his 
rem7rd is niilh him, to give to every man according as his work 
sha l l  be; which is abundant  encanragellent toall such as serve 
him in  t ru th  and sincerity. 

Though the author uses great plainness of speech, and though 
no anliczng n o ~ d s  of m u ' s  misdon, are discoverable in his conipo- 
sition ; yet the facts he communicates, are not the less important 
on !hat account, but ralher corroborat~ve of their intrin4c value 
and nli l i ty i n  promoting the cause of t r u t h ;  especially to the 
discrirnin:lting uncierslandiog of all such as are bleseed wiih thr 
misdom which wmcsfrom above. Such as are ignorant of the 
righteousness of Gud and are going about  to establish a right- 
eousness of their own ; or s l ~ c b  as pay a total disregard to the 
lish: ol' troth w ~ t h i n  themselves, will doubtless be led to under- 
value the writings of Colhy and others oC the same character, 
and even lo discredit the remnrkable accounts of me conviction 
and conversion of sinners, therein contained. But the faithful 
In Cirist, are compassed about w t h  a clwd ol witnesses, and 
th5ir  writings a n d  prod~ictioos are amply attested ; in whose 
lines, the evr of the believer can trace the King  in his benuly.ond 
behold the land thot is veryjw off: he er5"~ted to diligence 1n du- 
t v .  rend his own feelings and experience; and have brought 
fresh to his view, the difference between what the ancient and 
modern Pharisees have termed "our religion," and the religion of 
JESUS. 
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state, where there was a greater attentton, or less 
opposition, than h e r e  is i n  the state of Rhcde-Island. 
1 1  have had a very bar1 name by solne of the rnis- 
~ionaries f r ~ m  Massachusetts arid Connecticut, who 
have tllought t11at when they got into Rhcdt-Ibland, 
they had got among the heathen; and have preach- 
ed to them as such. The  people of R. I. con- 
sider themselves a free born people ; born in a land 
of light and liberty, and enjoylng equal privileges with' 
othtr cliristians. I t  is true, that the 1iLeral principles 
of the people of Rhode-Island, do not allow men to 
be compelled to pay taxes to a man, whom they 'do 
not choose to hear. And scme preachers, think all 
mm are either heathens or hereticks, wi?o do noi pay 
a stipulated nlinlster tax. Rut these hedhen never 
hare, to my knowledge, either filled, whipped, im- 
prisoned, ba~tlsl~rd, or put to death h o s e  whom they 
considered hrreticks. Eut have not all these cruel- 
ties been inflicted in sorne othvr s1att.s and countries? 
Let Massac~~usens answer. Let ROGER WILLIAMS 
and his associates, w i t h  many more of the good old 
Baptists and Gualtrrs, come fnrh  from their graves, 
show thew srars, and relate their sufferings; and would 
not the people of Rhode Island weep, to hear what 
theil. fore-fathers have gone tllr&gh. to lay a foundo- 
tion for the religious liberties they now enjoy?* 

*Religious dissenters, in all ages and countries, or of whatever 
name or denomination, have never railed. perhaps of having to 
encounter the obloquies, and unjust  aspersions, of tliose from 
whom they honestly dt8er in senliment. The persecutions in 
these cases, have invar~ably been inflicted, i f  not by religious 
bigots, or people (if  no religim at 011-yet by such  privileged or- 
ders in soclety, as have had the cmL AUTKOEITY: or arm of C;e- 
sar, to uphold and protect them. (and from which alone, they 
derlve all their consequence and iirportance.) instead of being 
built on the ROCK, and commissioned from on high ;-while they 
stigmatize with the epithe~s of heresy and delusion, (he princl- 
pies and practices of the meek followers of !he LAMB, the weap- 
011s of who?;e warfare are not carnal, and who are commanded, 
if smilten on one clieck, to turn the orher also.-EDITOR. 
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T h e  people of Rhode-Tsland appear to he rendy 
to dis~ribote; williry .to cnrnrnunic;~te to the necessi- 
ties of tliose who lahor i n  111e word and doctriw a- 
mottg them; m d  appeicr to do it with the utmost de- 
liglr~. Auti 11 is nly candid opilion, that there is not 
a spot in the Cntted Stares, containingtlle same num- 
ber of acrrs, h a t  can produce more real christians, 
tlran the state ol' Khode-island. It is a fact, that there 
are certain lewd fellows cf the  bnser sort, in this state, 
who t ~ ~ a d e  disturbances in sorile meetings where I at- 
tendell, when [ first came to the plate. But wheu 
they found that I had.corrle in the narlle of the Lord, 
and was not to be frightened hy a little opposition, 
they ceased. T l ~ e  people of the first classes in the 
State, with a few exceptions, have received and treat- 
ed me with tlie grearzst attenlion and respect; and 

t hose who have opposed have been those who could 
do but little or  no hurt, only what they do to them- 
selves. 

October I l t h ,  I lert Providence; arid on the 14th, 
arrived at Portland, Me. 1 still found that my lungs 
and stomach remained very w d ;  and after speaking, 
I was generally muell distressed. Tbis often remind- 
cd me of  the charge given me by my physic~ans, 
when I left Verrn~~nt  which was, nor to preach until I 
had recovered my health. But this charge I have not 
been able ro keep long at a time. 

I tarried in  Portlanti over the Sabbath. 
On Mollday, I made some arrangements with the 

Printer, about printing tl~is book ; the work being 
chiefly prepared in manuscript. 

Tuesday, being convinced that i t  was my duty, and 
mould be lor my lreal~h, [ went on hoard the brig He- 
ro, bount1 to ~ a s t l ~ o r t ,  or l ubec ,  and arrived there, 
October 23d. I visited Moose, Deer, and Grmmnn- 
an  lslaods, in Pass;~m:tquody Gay, Province of New 
Brunsw ick. I preached one Sabbath on each Island, 
md gr at  atteutron was given in every place, espec 

$0 
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ially at Eastport, where I hope I shdl yet live to see 
the glory of God revealed, in the conversion of many 
souls. Although my visit was short, 111y attachnwnt 
to the was great, and I formed an acq~~aintance 
with nlany respectable people, that I never shall Sor- 
get. 0 nlay the Lord rain down righteousness on the- 
mhahitants of that eastern country. 

Monday evening, November 13th, I went on board 
a packet bound to I'ortland; but the wind being ahead 
we lay in the iiarbor thirty-six hours. 

Tuesday evening, at 9 o'clock, a ~entlernan from 
Eastport, came on board with a pabsenger. Alter 
being in the cabin a few n~inutes, he bid us good night, 
wisl~ed us a safe passase, &c. %.be captain went 
with him on deck, who, when he returned, pesented 
me with a h d f  Eagle, which he said the gentleman 
had sent me as a preseut. T l ~ i s  I wondered at, as the: 
gentlermn was an entire stranger to me. However, I 
considered it as a tokeu of my heavenly Father's h v e  
and care for me, under all circurn~tances for I soon 
found 1 needed it. I had to give six dollars for my 
passage, elthough it was a short one. 

Wednesday morning, November 15, we made sail; 
and on Saturday following, I was landed at North- 

Yarmouth instead of Portland, as was agreed. A 
gentleman, however, from Faltnouth came along; and 
finding that I had a desire to be in Portland on the 
Sabbath, procured a horse and chaise, and carried rue 
to town. I arrived about 12 o'clock, preached in 
the afternoon and evening: and was received as usual, 
with great kindness by the Christina Brethren there. 
I had been gone nearly five weeks, and found that the 
voyage had greatly contributed to my health. 1 had 
had lour turns of bciog seasick, which had cleansed 
mv sto~n:~ch, and lelt me with a good appetite. 

Tnestlay evening, Nov. 26th, 1 preached at Gor- 
ham ; found several young converts who had lately 
experieuced religion ; and, like all new-born so& 
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spake m11c11 of the fullness and freeness of Cl~rist, &c. 
W e  had a precious tirrle. 

'I he rrext mo'rning, Nov. 22d, I sat off for Kent- 
ville, Me. 1 arrived there on the next Saturday eve- 
nine, and attended meetine at Esq. Copp's ; where I 
had the i~appiness ol'meetGlg Elder Lamb, and Elder 
hlcFarlin. 

Enliba~h. November 26th. I met with the elders, 
bre~hren, and people, in public worship ; and I canuot 
express the joy which 1 felt, at seeing my brethren in 
that place ; having been ahse~it from them about two 
and a halt' years. I preached from 2. Peter. i. 13, 14: 
Yen, I think it meet as long ns I n m  in this tabe~nncle,  
to stir you up bi! p u t t z q  you in remembrance ; know- 
ing t w t  shortly I m u s t  put off this tabernacle, wen as  
our Lord Jesus Ckrist hat$ shewed me -I continued 
preaching an4 visiting, through the week ; and then 
preached with them again the next Sabbath, whch 
was the 3d of December. At the close of this meet- 
ing, 1 administered and partook of the Lord's supper, 
in the presence of a very crowded and solemn assem- 
bly. 

Leaving Montville, I went to Palerrno, and preach- 
ed in the evening. 

Monday morning, at 10 o'clock, I preached at 
Vass:~lbo~ough. 

Tuesday evening, I preached at Pejepscut ; on 
Wedrrestl:~y night at Gray ; aud on Thursday 1 went 
io Portland. 

Friday. December 8th, I was engaged in finishing 
up nly jat~rnal for the next day, it bemg the day of 
the niontl~ on which I was born, and which completes 
the first 28 years ol'nly life. I concluded to extend 
nly first volume to that date, viz. Decem6er 9th, 
15!5 :-that my readers may see how the Lord 
hath been to me ; what wonderful deliverances he 
hath wrn~~ght  for me when in dangers : how he hath 
provided lor me in times of need : blessed my weak 
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efforts ; and given me to see of the travail of Christ's 
righienus soul, i n  my journeys I'roin place to $ace. 

And now my dear readers, you are hastening~to 
the close of this volume.-1 l~c~pe  you l~ave read, with 
the same attention and candour, wit11 whicn I have 
written it. If your religious sentiments do not exact- 
ly correspond with mine ; yet if y~ profess to be 
born of God, and a follower of Christ, let 11s sfrive 
to love one another for his sake, ever] as he batb 
also loved us, and laid down his life <or us. Love, 
pure love worlteth no i l l  to his neighbour. God grant 
that prof.ssors of religion, niay have a greater share 
of that heaven born cllarity that sujereth long, and 
without which, we are nothing. Jt has bren my 
study, my prayer for ten years, that I might not o d y  
love and be united with all the dear children of God ; 
but that I might love, and pray lor my eneinles : such 
as not only despitefully use and persecute me, but a l l  
the children of the Lord : suc l~  as are enemies to God 
by wicked works, and have him not i n  all theirthrr~~gllts. 
This christian heavenly temper, 1 have, thanks be to 
God, been the happy parraker of, in a good degree, 
for years that are past ; and still feel an increasing 
desire to serve my God, love his ch~ldren, and live at 
peace with all men, as much as in me lies, and speak 
evil of none. 1 am aware, however that those who 
are led by a wicked, selfish, or party spirit, and l~ave 
done thai whicll is wrong, and have'been reminded of 
it in this book, will yay I talk hard, Src gut  to uuch 
I will answer and say, that ;l' 1 wwte any thingon the 
subject, I think 1 could not have written less, ncr in a 
more mild lan~uage than I have dove. Yea, whenev- 
er 1 have ir~e~ltioned the conduct of opposers, a n d  the 
harsh treatmetit I I~ave met with rrorn the diii'ercnt 
den~~n~ina~ions ,  1 have done i t  with t l ~ e  greatest it-lue- 
lance ; and in many instauces I have been silent, and 
not nauled the wrong : choosing rather to resigo it to 
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the judgment of the great day, where the rigl~teous 
. Judge will do justice to all. 

I would furher remark, in order to put to silence 
t11e gainsaying critick, who may cornpare the ac- 
counts t l~at  I have given of revival$ or reli~ion, &c. in 
different places with theit. present sitrcalion, (wl~irh is 
pel.haps vastly differrnt lron~ what it was when I 
wrotz ;) that we are to remember, that prospects and 
tilings often alter and assun~e very different appearan- 
ces. For instance, we p a s  ily a very flourishing 
field of corn, and we judge from the appearance, that 
according to the course of nature there will be a plen- 
tiful harvest. In~mediately after, a blast, or frost, 
srrikes and kills i t  all. This i s  sometimes the case. 
when we see a greai pt,ospect of a general reforma- 
tion. This may be illustrated by our Saviour's para- 
ble or the sower, 01' the tares, of the kingdom or 
heaven being likened to a net, cast irito the sea, &c. 
&c wllicll represent the divine influence of the gos- 
pel ol'the grace ol'God, (wl~ich is really the case) a s  
embracing and extending to all men ; and which, in 
great refi~rmations and revivals of religion, seen1 as it 
were under the similitude or the net to make a gener- 
al  sweep of the whole ; bui through the dis~bedience 
US some, and the unprepared state of others, nut being 
able to discern the signs of the limes-many, alas ! in 
the time of temptation fall away. S o  that we are not 
always able to see the end or to know the full extent 
or arno~lnt or final result of reformations , hut he that 
endureth to the end, the same shall be saved, and none 
else. Where I l~ave spoken in positive terms, o f t h e  
conversion or regeneration of any, I have reason to 
hope and believe, tila: the work was genuine :-time 
and eternity will decide.-I yet view an extensive 
harvest bel'ore me, in  which I must labor, and have 
many long journeys and voyages in conten~plation ; 
one voyage in particular across the Atlantic. I can- 
not d o u b ~  but the Lord called ine, lnany years ago, to 
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go and  reach the gospel ; and he has not  as yet, that 
I can disrern. comnlandzd me to stop. If I am Caith- 
fnl t o  preach his gospel, I trust h e  will, i n  his own 
t ime t:rlie me  from his vineyard here, to the kioedo:n 
o f  glory ; and as a reward for my labors, 1 holie to 
receive, w i th  all his humble witnesses, at the appear- 
i n g  o f  the chief Shepherd, a crowm that fadeth not 
away. I know and am persmtled o f  the Lord, that 
the manner i n  which I am called t o  labor i n  the vine- 
yard ol'Christ, is very crossing and t ry ing to nature ; 
that is, fg trnvel through the world, and  prench.- 
None know i t  but those who t ry i t .  W h a t  has been 

.the most trying l o  me, o f  any thinp: I i ~ a v e  met wi th 
o f  this nature is to think that th&e preachers, who 
can feel clear to stay at home, w ~ t h  their families, 
friends and enjoyments, shoul!l rise u p  and opl)ose 
those that God  sends through the aoi.Id. J.et me 
ask the question-Who has the most scripture ?- 
H o w  does the commission run ? And he mid u n m  
them, g o  y e  in to  a l l  fhe wor ld,  a n d  preach the gospel 
to evey  creature, Mark,  XVI  15. G o  ye therefore, 
and teach a l l  nations, baptizing them in the nnme of 
the Fa'alher, and oJ the Son  a n d  of the I h l y  Ghost ; 
teaching them to  obs~rve a l l  things whatsoever I itrrve 
comrna~ded you  : a n d  lo  I a m  with you  nlwny, eaen 
unto the end of the world. Jntcn. Mathem XSVlII. 
19, 20. 

Again, Christ himself, went up a n d  down, doing 
good-and said to his disriples, as y e  go, preach ;- 
saying, repent, for the Iiin,pdorn oS heaven is at h:d. 
But  snyi  n::c, these t tavei l~ng prencliers do more hurt 
than good : they divide our parishes ; they pll d o a n  
our  c l~u rc l~es ,  and  that is u.11~ I r,ppose them.-An- 
swrr .  If tlrey are p o d  men;hey w i l l  no t  p~ll down 
god people ;-and IT they are bad men, \hey cannot 
do i t  : ror sail11 Christ, on  this rock, (meaning him- 
self,) w ~ l l  1 build m y  r.linrc.11, and the gates 01' hell 
shall not  prevail agaiust it. Hence  the church of 
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Christ has a sure founrlation. But  1 wi l l  acknoivledge 
there is one divisinn, o r  separation, that 1 believe in  ; 
that is, a division ' oe twec~~  the precious and the 7ile. 
Come out from anlong them, a n d  be ye separate, saith 
the word o f  God, and touch not  the unclean th ing.  a n d  
I w i l l  receive you, and  w i l l  be a fathrr unto you, a n d  
ye s!m!l be m y  sons n n d  daughters, aaith ihe L o r d  dl- 
mighly.-These tl~il:.gs br ing premised, it is  admitted, 
w i l h  gl-a~itude to ti le Giver, t imt there are diverse 01- 
erations by  the same Spi r i t ;  and there are also a di- 
versity o f  gil ls i n  the Church, and they are al l  uselil l ; 
fm G o d  hath pl;,ced the members i n  the body as it 
bath pleased him. W e  may slso c l~a l i tab ly  sullpose, 
ill some instances, that men of re l ig ion may, under 
dif ferer~t degrees o f  experience, and other circumstar.- 
ces, disagree i n  sentiment w i th  respect to doctrine, 
nnines, the duty o f  gr~spel minsters, &c. and yet  a l l  
act from honest moiives and reeiings. B u t  th t~ re  
sbou l~ l  be no  schism, no t,ssentisl contradictions among 
the rninistqrs and I ~ e ~ l ) i ~  o f  (;od : their t e s t i n m y  
sllnulL be one--s~ii,r;~ar~tiaIl~  he same, though some 
may he able t o  rt4l a great deal m w e  t l ~ a n  others, o n  
acccmr~r o f  tl ieir hisher att;~inrrrei~ts i t ]  virtue and 
knowlrt1:e. Hear  lhe apostle Pad, 2 Cor. i, IS, 19, 
10 : R u t  as God, i s  [rile, our word towards you was 
not  Y E A  and N A Y .  F o r  the Son of God, Jesus Chr~st ,  
tchv uws preached amonq y o u  by us, even by  me a n d  
S$l?;an?u, n n d  ~ inmh;ua.  r,as not  yen a n d  nay but 
i n  ham vita yen. F u r  011 the promises of God in him 
are yea, antl  in h i m  amen, un lo  t!ie g l o r y  of God  by 
u~."  '4s C I ~ r i j t  is tl~ererore  ye^, ant1 cannot contra- 
dict Iiimsell'; antl as t lw apostles all told one story, 
o r  bore one testirncn~y i n  tl ieir ljreaching, and that was 
yea ; so oug l~r  the mil isters and peo l~ le~o l 'God at the 
p e s m  day to b s r  one testimony and that test i~nony 
b e  the RUTH A S  IT IS IN JESUS ; and not  to preach 
yen aw l  nay, nod contradict, not  otrly tl~ernselves and , 

one ancther, but the scripturei a h ,  which, i t  is to be 




