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-people of almost all classes camein to see me, as they
-supposed for the last time, and among the rest, my
-good friend Dr Gano of Providence, who cama ten
-miles to make me a visit. His conversation, prayers
.a1d visits were very refreshing to myself, thie family,
and neighbors, who were collected together. 1tarried
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at D. Tucker’s in Smithfield and Father Rhodes’ in

Burrilville one fortaight. Being then as well prepared
as I could be, having a good horse and chaise, and
#tephen Tucker, one of the young brethren to go
with me, 1 made another move for home. 1 left Bur-
silville, R. 1. on the 15th of Aprit, and arrived at my

fatber’s in Sutton Vt. the 24th, | was strengihcned to

eadure the fatigues of she journey beyond my own and
every other person’s expectation. Eurely the Lord
was with me, his hand sustained me, or it had been, as
many prophesied, that 1 should die on the way and
mever reach home, 1 was now once more unexpec-
tedly and cordially received at the hospitable mansion
of my Father.
moved home to live with, and take care of my parents
the remainder of their life. Every attention was now
paid to their son and brother which his reduced situa-
wan demanded, but finding all their efforts baflled,
“they began to persuade me o have recourse to medi-
eal aid. Notwithstanding I had believed for consid-
erable time, that my disease woull parry a*l the efforts
of human skill, yet I indulged my friends and zonsen-
ted to their propositions. “Lhey soom, however
found, that all was in vain ; my stubborn cough was
mat to be checked by the virtues of medicine, nor was
n;lv'disordered lungs 1o be healed by the power of it.
Almost every person now despaired of my recovery—
my physicians considered me nearly gone with the
eonsumption—they said, that they could do no more
for me, for [ was beyond the reachof medicme.—
This I was glad to hear them acknowledge, for1 had
been sensible of the fact for many months. I then

.
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My brother Jonathan and his wife bad
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took the Iberty to mention my faith in the physiclan
of soul and budy, saying ia the bearing of many, the
great physic'an the wordd of glory has power to
heal me, aud i he is sent for, I have no doubt but he
will come and do it ; for be never failed in a single:
instance. ‘The truth of this saying, the maaner of his
being sznt for, the sitwation in which he found me, T
shall hasten to relate. The first week in June, 1817%,
it was evident 1 was failing faster than usual; my
cough became extremely distressing, which, together
with the weakness aad pressure upoa my lungs and un-
common shortness of breath made it appear, and not
without reason, that I should breathe my last. My
sleepless nights, aad restless days, siagular distress ia
my heart, with occasional pains in every part of the
systetn, cold sweats ia the night, a raging fever with
alternate cold chills, together with the swelling of my
feet and legs, threatemed my speedy removal to the
world of spirits ; nor do [ believe 1 could have con-
tinued in the body four weeks longer and perhaps not
one, had not the Lord appeared. The manner of his
being seat for | will also mention. Sunday evening,
Jume Sih, my father returned from Wheelock, where
e had been to attend 2 quarterly meeting, and after.
relating what a wounderful season they had had, be
mentioned uver the Elders who attended ; they were
men with whon | was well acquainted, men who had-
been made near to ne. I passed the night in silent
reditation, thinking aver the goodness of God to me,
&c. |l also reflected how I had tried means (which I
consider is every one’s duty) to regain my health, b{
following the directions of one and another, but that I
had never followed the directions of the apostle
Jawes, as mesationed in the 5th Chap. 14th and 15th:
verses ; * Is any among you sick, &c.” My mind
had been much exercised on this subject for some
time, and now [ resolved to put it in practice.

Next morning, June 9th, my f[ather came into my
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roam, and I told him wlhat passed in my mind, and ’
what I was about 1o do. e seemed: very much re- -
Joiced, and very strong in the faith that it was of the -
Lord. lasked him who I slould get to go and call”
for the elders of the church, he replied that Le would -
go himsell; and while be was preparing, the very four 4
elders I bad selected came on purpose to pray formy }

life, as they informed me. This visit they agreed +;
Tl]py

upon the dry before at the quarterly meeting.
soon began to pray 10 the Lord, and bis ears | believe
were open to their prayers. I felt the power and
spirit of the Lord God upen me, and before they had
done praying, every pain of body left me ; I felt per-
fectly happy, calm and fres frem pain as I ever did in
my life.  Thus I continued as long as the heavenly
shower lasted, which was several hours. '

I cannot say, as was said of one in scriptnre, ¢¢ that -
Le was made whole from that Lour,” but T believe 1 ¢
began to amend from that hour. It appeared to me,

that my disorder was routed, wy lungs in some meas- " ]
ure relieved, that 1 breathed much easier, and thatmy * © |
cough began to abate. In short, it appeared to me -

tike this, that it appeared inanswer to the prayer of -
faith to reprieve me {rom the grave, and that Le wouild :
again raise me up to preach the everlasting gospel.— -
Eut as 1 bad beena long time declining, I must rea-
sonably expect 10 be a long time recovering. Tow-
ards the latter part of June the Lord sent along a new
preacher by the name of Clarrissa Danfortly, from -
Wetbersfield, state of Vermont. Her first meeting in -
this county was at Danville, where she preached to
the admiration of a numerous auditory. After she
had preached (here a few times, she came 1o Sutton,
and preached, and from thence proceeded to preach
in all the towns around.  Ehe keld meetings in. Whee- ~
lock, Lyndon, Burk.” Kiretiy, Waiterford, St. Johns-
bury, Parnet, Peacham, €heffield, Newerk, Concord,
Cabot, &c. &c. Iiis generally allowed, that there
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wever 'has been a preacher through these parts, that
called out such mudtitudes, as went to hear her.—
Nor wvas 1his the only good effect which was expeft-
.enced from her preaching, {or shere was aglorious re-
xival of the work of the Lord ia almost -every town
where she preached. The high sherifi-of this county -
was among the first of the converts. She appeared to
be a young woman-of extraordinary talents, of a good
education, and pareatage, and of n'uch grace. Ehe
was four or five and iwenty years of age. She in-
formed me that she was struck under convicudon, by
bearing me speik six or seven years ago, as [ passed
through the dower part of this state, on-my way to the
Ohio. She was soon alter converted, and had now
been preaching upwards of three years with great suc-
cess.

I uow pass oo to observe that aceording to my
daith and 1 answer to the pravers of my drethren, om
the 91ix of June, [ soon found my health began 10 im-
prove, and by the lust of July I was not oaly able o
aitend public worship, but sometimes to speak a few
minutes ta the people. In this I continned to ascend
the i}, through the month «of August. Cn Sunday
the 24th, after public worskip we repaired to the wa-
ter side, where prayer was went to be made, and it
being the choice ol the candidates that I should bap-
tize them, I conferred not with flesh and blaod, but
walked down into the water. ‘Lhis was very unex-
pected to nearly all the brethren and people, for they
did sot suppose [ bad strength sufficient, or that it
was possible for-me to perform the ordinance. They
therefore paraded along close by the water ready to
leap in o my assistunce ; but a swwenger arn than that
of man supported me. I know not abat [ ever bapti-
zed with greater ease, or felt happier in adininistering
the ordinance. ‘

Cn the 30:h and 31st.of August, T attended a quar-
terly meeting at Daaville, a distance of sixt:en og

25* Vor 1
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eighteen miles. After meeting I returned Liome, less
fatigued than [ expected, and could say from iy heart
in the language ol that short and impressive psalin

€117) O praise the Lord all ye nations ; praise him . J‘
all ye people. For his merciful kindness is gréat tow- ¢
ards us, and the truth of the Lord endureth torever.—

Praise ye the Lord. :

I continued at my fathers in Sutton until the 101k
of September. - I then left my father’s house, went
to St. Johnsbury and staid at my sunt Brockway’s,
11th went to Newbury and stjd at Col. Siickney s.
12th went to Rumney ; 13th®10 Moultonborough ;
F4th to Sandwich ; 15th to Parsonsville 1o LElder
Buzzel’s ; 16th 10 Elder Bullock’s; 17th to Gorbam;
18h to Ponland ; 20th 10 Scarborough ; 215t 10
York; 22nd to Portsmouth; 25th o Kingstown ;
%6th 10 Haverhill ; 27th to Salem ; 28th to Charles-
ton ; 29%th to Auleborough 30th to Providence, to
Doct, Gano’s; October Ist to Burrilvile ; 3d to
Swmithfield ; 4tis to Coventry, to Elder Farnuin’s ;. 5th
to Norwich ; 6th to Lime; Tth to Hiliingsworth ;
8th 10 New-Haven ; 9th to Shaifield ; 1 th to Stam-
ford; 11tk to East Chester; 12th to New-York;
13th 10 Milion, New-Jersey ; 14th to New-Eruns-
wick ; 13th to Trenton; 16th to Morrisvilie, I enua
sylvania ; 1%th to Philadelphis, where I coniinued
until the 27th. At 1 o'clock I left Fhiladelphia,
took the steam boat and procecded down the i ela-
ware to Newcastle, a distance of 40 miles ; 251h left
Newcast!e at (our in the morning, and went in the
stage 16 miles ta Frenclitown ; ttien teck the siedn-
bout and proceeded down the Elk river into Chesa-
peak bay, and from thence to Baliimore 70 miley;
29¢h cominued in Baltimore ; 30U left E:il jmore in
the morning, took the steawn-boat. Virginia. and arri-
ved at Norlolk in Virginia the next morning, 200
miles ; eentinned in Norfolk from the 31st ol Ugcto-

< ber to the '

APPENDIX.

The foregoing is the last of the journal written by
Elder Jobn Colby. The first news that saluted the
ears of his [riends, was in a Boston paper, as follows:

OBITUARY.

. % Departed this life, yesterday morning, (Novem-
ber-28th),) at the residence of Mr Win. ¥auqaier, in

- -this borough, alter a painful and lingering sickness,

which he bore with christian fortitude and resignation,

the Rev. JOHN COLBY, a Baptist minister from the

* state of Vermont. A [ew weeks siuce, Mr Colby

reached this place from the north, being on bis way
to Charleston, 8. C. where he hoped to recover the
health and strength which he had spent in the service

of his Lord and Master. But it was decreed other-

wise; his sufferings are at an end, for he has fallen a-
sleep in the arms of Jesus, and his immortul spirit has
winged its flight to that bright world of bliss, where
the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary pil-
grim is forever at rest.  For the satisfaction of his rele
atives and friends at a distance, aod as an act of jus-
tice to the warthy lamily, in whose howse Mr Colby
breathed lis last, we deern it proper to state. that he
received every respect and attention, which lis offices
and his sufferings required.”

Norfolk, Va. paper,
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Saen afterthis, his father received the follows
detter from the good man ut whose house he deceased.

R “ Norfolk, ¥a. Dec. 1, 1817.
PDear s1R,

10 2 better life. Qo the last of October, or the first
of Novewmber, he arrived in this place, journeyinz to

the south in yuest of health. An immediate cpportu-

ity for his departure from this place did ot offer.—
His heavenly Father sent the kind conductor, death,
by whom he was led from this land of sorrow into a
hand-of delight, which is not infected with any noisome
pestilence, or comauinated air; where he will be al-
flicted no more, butspend an eternity in songs of
praise 1o that rich {ree grace, of which he was a par-
taker. which of course trained him to spend his life
in the serviee of his heavenly master.  You.will find
here enclosed an obitary notice of his deatn.

He desired that his hoaks aud clothes should be
_conveyed to Dr Gano’s, Provideace, Rhode-Island,
which will be done by the first conveyance. After
delraying the expenses mcurred, there is left in my
lands, fifty-iwo dollars and forty-nine cents, as per
stutement below, He said sometbing about the eree-
tion of a torsb-stane—shounld you direct this o be
done, it shall be prompily attended to, otherwise you
are at liberty to draw on me, or advise any oilier
manner in which e balauce may be conveyed 10 you-

Yours truly,
WM. M. FAUQUIER,
Deacon of the Bapist Church in Norfolk.

Cash left by bim in my hands, $108 49
Board, mesdicine sattendance, 20 00
Fuverul expenses, 31 co

Al

$52 49

The chject of this is tn afford you intelligence .
* wof the departure of the Rev. Joha Colby frem this ia- |
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The text on the occasion was, * Be ye also ready,
for in such an hour, &c. the Son of man cometh.”

The letter of Deacon Faugquier, is publishhd iv or-
der to show to the world the good hand of God, in
delivering Jobn Colby, his servant, into the care ofa
godly man, alibough he bad to lay his bones nine hun-
dred and ﬁﬁ} miles from his poor tronbled parents;
who, nevertheless, with the greatest propriety, could
say with the apostle, *“ Nt to sorrow for the dead as
those who have no hope. May God sunciify it (o their
present and eternal good.”

The second letter that Deacon Fauquier sent to his
father, states that Elder Colby arrived at his house on
Friday, much fatigued; but on the next Sunday. there
being no minister, he went to meeting and delivered
two good discourses, and attended meeting two Sun-
days after. He 'then told the deacon, that he had
come a great way from home to die with him, and re-
quested that he might be interred in their burying-
yard. His request was granted, and his body rests
widhin the gloomy pales ol the abodes of the dead.

According to his desire, his father sent and caused
a handsome, white marble tomb-stone to be erected,
and engraven with his age, death, &c. which will
stand @s a monwnent (o show to the living the spot
whére his retnains were deposited, until from the sleep-
ing dust slu.ll spring a body of its own seed, a spirit-
val body, fashioved like unto the glorious body aof
Christ, accordmz to Paul, Philippiaus, iii, 21: ¢ #ha
shall change our vile body,” &e.



HOGSLfBICAL BEMARES TPON THE CHARACTER AND LABORS
OF ELDER JOHN COLEY.

“ He being dead yet speaketh.”—Heb. iii, 4.

ELpEer CoLpy left the habitation of his father, and
the company of his friends in Vermont, like Phulip, to
go toward the south to preach Christ 10 the people,
and woo a bride for his master; indulging, at the same
time the fond hope of regaining his health, which for
several years had been impaired, and more especially
so for several months, in this, howerer, he was disap-
pointed, baving arrived at tbe house of Deacon Fau-
quier, he became sensible that he should die with him.

Notwithstanding his outward mau had long been de-
caying, yet he seemed to die suddenly. It is highly
satisflactory that he was enabled to preach several
times in the borough of Norfolk aiter his arrival, and
thus to finish in Virginia, as it were, before noon, those
gospel labors which he began in the morning ot life,
in the state of Vermont.

It produces pleasure to the relations and brethren
of Elder Colby to contemplate, that, as it has pleased
God to call him home when in a distant land, nearly
a thousand miles from his friends in Vermount, he was
directed 10 the house of such a man as Dea. Fauquier
appears to have been; that he apparently had every

necessary belp, and all due attention paid him, till he

drew his last breath; and that the mortal remains of
our departed brother were interred, in a decent and
christian like manner. Doubiless, our tears would
start afresh, could we have the privilege of beboldimg
the marble monument which stands at the head of his
grave, and there read the name of him whom we high-
Iy esteemed for his work’s sake.

From a child Johu Colby was pleasing and engaging
in his deportmeat. From the time that he experienc-

\
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ed religion, that which was solemn and striking attend-
ed all his transactions. Those blossoms which ren-
dered his summer delightful, and which uliimately pro-
duced such an abundaut Aarvest, budded early in his
spring  He was converted, and by the grace of God
prepared for the ministry very young. He entered
with great boldness and confidence, the beautiful feld
of the gospel when but a youth, and left father and
mother, brothers and sisters, houses and lands, for the
sake of the gospel; and went forth in the name of the
Lord through various states, preaching as he went,
saying, the kingdom of heaven is at hand, repent ye,
therefore, and bLelieve the gospel. Being furnished

“with the whole armour of God, and having weapons

not carnal but might{, he was enabled to pull down
many of the strong holds of sin and Satan; and by
him the arrows were made sharp in the hearts of the
King’s enemies, and hundreds fell under the word.
As a preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, El-
der Colby was hunble, engaged and persevering. He
was instant in season, and out of season. He fre-
quently rode many iniles, and attended several meet-
ings the sameday. In his preaching he was plain and
familiar. He communicated his views with ease to

‘himself, and satisfaction to-his hearers. Although he

was not in the unpleasant habit of using great swelling
words, yet his language was generally correct, and
his style usually bordering on the sublime. Like the
ancient holy men of God, he spake as he was moved

~ upon by the Holy Ghost,

He was admirably calculated to attract the attention
and commnand the esteem, of all classes of people.—
His geslures were becoming and graceful. His words
were solemn and weighty, well selected and arranged;
yea, they were like ** apples of gold in pictures of
silver.

In his public communications he was not only en-
lightening but awakening, entering deeply into the spir-
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it of the subject, in which he was engaged. Hard in-
deed must have been the beart of that person  who
could bave beheld the almost worn out body, and
heard the solemn and pathetic addresses, of Elder
Colby, without meliing into tenderness, .md gwmfr vent
o tears.

Had not this man of God been called into the work
of the ministry he probably might have sojourned in
the circle of his acquaintance, prospered in 1he world,
and obtained the comforts cf life, and thereby have
escaped those severe conflicts and painful privations,
to which bis calling subjected him.  But it wasnot so
with him.  He must leave all to [ollow Christ and be-
. come 2 fisher of men.

This vessel was chosen to bear the Saviour’s name
among the gentiles. He must forsake that futher who,
ander God, gave him life, that mother who sustained
bim, those Grothers and sisters who wwere near and
dear unto him, and all his prospects of eartbly gair, to
go lorth weeping, bearing precious seed.

The effect of his preaching was wonderful, and the
(ruit of his {abors abundant. He had the salrsfacnun
of seeing hundreds of his fellow men turn to God.—
He did nat lubor long in any place unless sigus of re-
formation began to sppear, but would leave that place
and go to another where the Macedonian cry was
heard. Hence he was in the work of God, and suc-
cess attended his labors through the wlhole course of
Liis nimistry. :

He travelled and preached in many places where a
free gospel Liad not previously been preached, raised
the standard of life, proclaimed liberty to capuives, and
the opening of the pnson to them that were bound L
The Lord made bim instrumental in turning many
from darkness to light, and lrom the power of Satan
unto God.

I the short course of bis pilgrimage hc baptued
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many hnondreds.* He had the success, in many in-
stances, of turning a barren wilderness into a fruitful
field; and of planting, and setting iu gospel order, seve
eral churches, which, while he rests from bhis labars,
are increasing in numbers, and growing in grace.

Those who are unacquainted with the operation and
effect of the gospel, and do not know by happy ex-
perience that it is the power of God unto salvation to
every cne that believeth, will probably discredit some
of the statements of Elder Colby, concerning conver-
sions and reformations, or at least may conclude that
the accounts are exaggerated; but his readers are as-
sured-that it is not so. The writer of these remarks
was personally acquainted with Elder Colby; he hag
also travelled into many of those places in which the
revivals of religion were, as spoken of by him. Tlera
are also hundreds of others, now living in the states of
Vermont, New~Hampshlre, Maine, Rhode-Island,
Ohio, and other places, who can testify that the ac-
counts which are written in his journal are true.

In the principles of religion he was firn. He was
not tossed with every, nor even with any wind of doc-

. trine, contrary to the doctrine of Christ. He contin-

ued until death, with that peoplet with whown he was
first connec ted, to whorn his langnage was, during his
life, # entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from
following after thee.”

In consquence of the active labors, and indefati
ble toils of Elder Colby, he had many hardships to
suffer, wany trals to encounter, and many f{emptations

¥ By a manuscript found among his papers since his decease,
it appeats that {rom Augast 12, (810, ro Nov. 24, 1816, he bap-
tized 640 persons. The names of these persons arein the pos-
session of the publishers, who at first entertained an idea of ins
serting them at the close of this volume—bnt upon further
refiection it was thought to be inexpedient.

1 The united churches of Christ, commonly called Free-¥ill
Baptists.

26 Yor 11.
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to endure. He left an earthly father’s house where
(here was bread enough and to spare, and went forth
sspoor, yet making many rich, as /zavfng thhir_rg, yet

possessing all things. He faced the piercing wmds.of
the north by night and by day ; and underwent perils

by sea and by land, which doubtless hastened his
death ; but he lived long on the earth, for “ that life .

is long which answers life’s great end.”

Although he was accustomed to expose error, to
bring to light the hidden things of iniquity, and with
gentleness and meekness to reprove the faults of oth.
ers ; yet, he possessed an extensive degree of that
charity which is the bond of perfectness, which hop-
eth all things, which endureth all things, and worketh
no ill to its neighbor.
bis ‘heart to see the likeness of Clrisc in any person.
And so sensible was he of his relation to the children
of God, that he was frequently heard to say, 1 John
am your brother, and ccmpanion in tribulation, and in
the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ.”

In the private circle Elder Colby was also a bright
and shining light. He was a preacher of righteousness
by the fireside. In intervals of public worship, he
employed his time in praying, singing, and conversing
with the people about the things that belonged to their
peace. 'To bring the sinner to a consideration-of his
ways, to comfort the mourner, to instruct the saint,
and to build hitn up in the most holy faith, was his
endeavor and delight.  All his movements seemed to
declare that he sought a better, that is, a heavenly
country, a city which hath foundations ; and thz_ﬁ it
was his principal aim to persuade others to enter into
that rest which remaineth to the people of God ; and
nn doubt that thousands will have reason to rejoice in
eternity that they ever saw and heard him.

The light which was in this excellent man was sel-
dom, il ever, eclipsed by indulging in»proper passions,

or tempers of mind, ot any of those vices, which usu-

It always appeared tc rejoice ,

.'
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ally attend them. He appeared to have the command
of himselr, or rather grace reigned in his heart, where-
by he was enabled to bring under his body, and keep
t in subjection,

With respect to the person of this able minister of
the new testament, a few remarks will be made for
the satisfuction of those who nmever saw hin. His
form was elegant, his features handsome, his size
rather moderate, bis constitution naturally delicate, bis
eyes pleasant yet piercing, his ears open and attentive,
and his tongue like the pen of a ready writer. His
dress was usually plain and .decent, suited to his sta-
tion and condition in life. In his manners he was
affable and genteel—in society he was pleasant and
agreeable.

His modes of travelling from place to place were
either on horseback, in a chaise, in a stage, or by wa-
ter, as his circumstances and health required.

These observations are offered as a tribute of re-
spect to Elder Colby, who bas finished his course on
earth, fought the good fight of faith, and gone to re-
ceive a ¢rown of glory that fadeth not away. In this
world he had tribulation, but it continued only a short
time. His trials are over, and his troubles have come
to an end. ‘That glorious Redeemer, who called him
to preach his word, who held him in ms right hand,
and was with him while here, has now received him
to himself, and has wiped away all tears from his eyes.
He now plucks amtbirasial fiuit from life’s fair tree,
which is in the mid:t of the paradise of God. He
dwells in that house not made with hands, eternal in
the beavens.

And now, O reader ! let the godly life and pious
examples of this faithful servant of Chnist, stimulate
vou, if you are a prolessor of religion, like himn to
deny yourself, take the cross, and fcllow the Saviour;
leaving the enjoyments of earth, for the far superior
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joys which are found in living a holy life devoted to |

the service of God.

But il you have never yet experienced a change of
heart, fear to-live any longer in sin, lest the day of
grace should be over, and the wages of sin which is
death, should suddenly come upon you. Turn tothe
Lord now while it is an excepted time, that you may
enjoy the cornforts ol religion here, and be prepared
with John Colby and all the redeewed of the Lord,
for the kingdom of eternal glory.

The following letter to the publisher of the New-
York edition, will doubtless be interesting to many,
as it contains some particulars relative to the last
hours of Elder CoLzy. '

West- Bloomfield, N. Y. December 4, 1826.

Dear BroTHER, '

I am much pleased to learn, that you are en-
gaged in publishing a second edition of Llder Jouw
Conpy’s J%urnal. The work 1 have Leen delighted
with, and think it a book which cannot be too widely
circulated, or 100 generslly read. While the journals
of many have been published, to little profit, it 1s a fact
that others have proved a rich legacy to community,
and a pecnliar blessing to thousands. How many,
frotn reading the lives of Howard, Brainerd and
Xavier, have seemed to catch the same spirit that ac-
tuated the men of whoni they read. Would to heav.
en, that thousands might caich the spirit of Colby, and
TﬂUo»v' him as he tollowed Christ.  Sucl: journals, al-
s0, [requently find way to the retired cottage, where
they are read with profit and delight. I know one
man, who in early life professed religion but for sef-
eral years had lived in a backslidden state. While
in this condition, as he informed me, Elder Colby’s
Journal providentially fell in his way ; he read it, and
it proved a means, under God, of reclaiming the wan-
derer and bringing bim back to the fold of Christ.—

™~
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This, probably, is only one of many instances which
mizht be nam=d, where sonls bave been benefitied by
reading this Journal.  idlder Colby 1 never saw, but
in maay places where I have travelied, the fruits of his
labors remain as more lasting nopuments of his worth,

" than eulogivms can from a pen like mine.

~ While on 2 tour through the south part ol Virginia,
in ths winter of 1824, [ spaac several days ia the vi-
cinity of Norlolk. Having learned that Elder Colby
died there, [ concluded to visit the sacred spot where
bis bones slumber.  Elder O. E. Marrill, of Cato,
N. Y. being in company with me, we were conducted
by a friend Lo the residence of Deacon Fauquier, to
whom we were politely introduced. We found him,
to appearance, a genthemmanand a Christian. He con-
vers-d with us freely, relative 1o Elder Colby’s intro-
duction into Norfulk, together with his last sickness
and death. Deacon F. happened to be a passenger
in the same vessel that Elder Coiby came in 10 Not-
folk. While together on board, they contracted a
pleasing acquaintance with each other. The Baptist
church to which Deacon F. belonged, being then des-
titute of a preacher. he wvited Elder Colby 1o spend
several d.ys at his house, and in case his health would
: o
permit, to praach to them the next Subbath. 'The
invitation was accepted, and on the following Sabbath
be preached a very satislactory sermon in the meeting
house alluded to. During the week [ollowing, his
heulil appeared fast to decline, he however requested
on the next Sabbath, to be conveyed to the meeting-
house, that he might preach once more. e was ac-
cordingly carried to the place, ascended the pulpit a-
lone, and spoke to the peaple ahout three guarters of
an hour.  Deacon F. vemarked, that while standing
in the pulpit, he looked more like a corpse than a
living person.  His mind, however, was cowposed,
and lis testimony solemn and weighty. At the close
of the exercises, he wus led out of the pulpit. On

26* VoL n
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going out of the meeting-house, he told Deacon F. he
thought he had preached lis last seron.  He then
selected a spot of ground, where he expressed his de-
sire be might be buried. He was then conveyed
back to Dexcon I.%s house, wlich he never left, tll
death ended bis pains aud afflictions. A heavenly se-
renity and composure of mind, as our informanti told
us, seemed to buoy up lus spirits i lis last moments,
and even to create a smile on bis pale countenance,
when sinking in the arms of death. The name of
Jesus hung upon his lips while able to speak of his
gooduess, amii be cessed not to recommend him to
all who came around his bed, ull his voice became
muie in death.

After some conversation with Deacon F. he accom-
panied vs to the grave  The mueting-liouse in which
Elder Colby preached his last sermon, is a Jarge,

lam; briek building, standing in a central part of
Norfolk. Tt is surrounded by a small pleasant green,
separated on the east {rom a grave-yard by a stone
wall ; 1t Is also walled s on two other sides, and €n-
closed i front by a bandsome paling. We entered
the enclosure by a small gate, and passing 1o the east
end of the meeting-house, a plain narble stone, stand-
ing by itself, pointed us to the grave of Colby.- It is
wiih n the meeting-house enclosure, and near to the
wall which separates the green from the grave-yard
directly back of the pulpit, and about fifieen leet trom
the meenng-house. When Elder Colby made known
his desire 10 be buried in that spot, Leacon . told
him he knew oot that the ground could be obtained,
as the society bad objected 1o burying in the meeting-
house green but, however, assured him that, should st
be needed, he would use .exertions to obtain the
ground.  Accordingly, after Elder Colby's deauh,
throuzh the iofluence of Deacon F. the request was
complied with. There is Lut one stone standing at
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his grave, and this simply contains his name, place of
bis birthy, time of his death, and age.

We spent probably thirty minues at this grave. 1
walked round it several times, viewed the mound that
covers his body, and read the inscription upon the
marble stone, over and over again. ‘T'hen leaning
over the grave-sione, a train of refleciions passed my
mwind, accompanied wuth an {mpression, never to be
erased from my memory. 1 thought of the person
whose remains were here entombed ; his pious zeal,
his’ gospel labors, and toil, which had worn him out,
even in the morning ol life. | reflected on the hun-
dreds, who would probably rejoice, in eternity, that
they had ever heard his voice and attended to his in-
structions. My wmind ron back to the solemn leave
he 100k of his parents, kindred and brethven, in New-
England; starting for the south, with some hope of
regaining his health  1looked at the building tn which
he. preached (or the last time, and fancied his thougfits,
his reflections, when laid upon the couch of death, a-
mong strangers, fuc from lns tender parents and rela-
atives, and even from his dear brethren, who would
have thought it a privilege to have atended Lim in kis
last momenis. [ viewed, as it were s lifcless re-
mains laicl upon the sable bearse, slowly followed by
a company -of generous strangers to this sacred spot,
where they will probably repose, in peace till the res-
urrection morn

1 waiked a few rods from the grave, turned and

gazed upon it agatn, ausd bade it a final (arewell !
- From the best infurmaticn [ have been able 10 vb-
tain, from many witnesses, | think, (or the short period
of his tibors, lew men o our day have been more use-
ful i the gospel vmeyard than Elder Joun CoLpy.—
God gravt his mantle may fall on some atler.

With sentiments of esteem, I am vours truly,

DAVID MILLARD,
To Elder Davio Marxs, Jr.



LINES SUGGESTED BY A RECOLLECTION OF
~ JOHN COLBY.

Corsy, thy memory is dear! thy heart,
Touched with a sense of things divine, apart
In sacred solitude, delights 1o dwell
Upon those virtues which adorn’d thee well. o
The christian name was thine. Through God’s free grace
Worthy wert thou! This ev'ry eye could trace: :
The moral sense in thee was strong—a son,

A brother, or a friend, thy carriage won
Upon the soul. Respect.-was thine—and none
Could say hut Colby in the virtues shone.

A minister of God; with holy zeal _
And heavenly love all hurning, thou didst feel %
For dying man. The groves were thy retreat;
Where, often, like some Patriarch, thou didst meet |
Thy heavenly Father; and, before his throne
With rev’rence bow'd, convers’d with bim alone,
Oh'! there the hapless sinner was thy care;

His case upon the wings of fervent prayer

- Was sent above; nor sent in vain ! UHE GREAT,

THE EVER BLESSED, from his starry height,

Heard thy desire. Down, down, the SPIRIT came

His heart to touch, thy soul to light with fame!

Thy circuit was exteusive. Like a Paul,

Oft didst thou journey dying souls to call

Frowm wrath and ruin to the good old way,

‘Where the saints sing, and sinaers learn 10 pray.

And who that witpessed thee upon the word

Of Holy Writ, when speaking tor thy Lord,

But saw the unction~relt the searching truth ?

Old age was captive, charm’d were giddy younth!

Many who heard thee, gave their hearts to God,

And in thy crown will shine a bright reward ! ~
But all inust die, and thou among the rest;

Yet angels hail thee happy with the blest!

But where thy mantle?  When Elijal’s fell,

Tt was Ehisha’s?  Him it suited well!

His ardent soul a richer glow possess’d

Of that which fir’d his sire’s prophetic breast.

Oh ! Txou, the sinner's (riend! let thousands rise

With Colhy's spirit, winning for the skies

Tae stubborn heart, Let thousands, thousands go

And preach, like him, through ail the world helow !
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"The writer of this brief notice of Elder Colby, never saw
that devoted servant of God. But as he has visited many
places where he laborad, and conversed with many perscns
who were intimately acquainted with him, he trusts that the
following account of his ministerial character is strictly
true. It may be proper to state that this article was nec-
essarily penned under circumstances that made it impossi-
ble for the writer to bestow upon it much attention ; hence
it is more defective than it otherwise would have been.

It may truly be said of the author of the preceding jour-
nal, that few men with the same means have been ag useful
as he was. Without the advantages of a collegiate educa-
tion and a regular course of study in theology, through his
faithful labors many were turned from darkness to light and
from the power of satan to serve the living God.

As many with fur greater advantages have preached much
longer than he did without doing the same amount of good,
it i3 natural to enquire, by what means did he accomplish
so much in the shorf course of his ministry 7 In answer to
this question it may be asserted, that whatever else con-
tributed to his great usefulness, his resemblance of Christ
was undoubtedly the efficient instrumental cause of his suc-
cess, Passing hy his early piety and his obedience to his
parents as having no direet bearing on his usefulness as a
minister, but in both of ‘which he much resembled his Sa-
viour, he imited him iu the followiug graces and virtues.
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1. In his untiving diligence in doing good. Few minis-
ters since the days of the aposties, have more carefully fol-
lowed the imitable example of Christ in this respect, In
the noble work of goin‘;g “about doing good,” he early sac-

rificed his valuable life. ‘His journal contains abundant ¢

evidence cf his devotion to the welfare of his fellow men;
and, 1 regret to add, too mueh proof that he did not always

observe the rules of prudence in the preservation of his ° ;

health.

2. In lowliness of mind. Although he was much esteem-
ed and had many friends among the respectable and weal-
thy, he minded not high things, but condescended to men
of low estate. As far as i* woas praciicable he visited the
poor as well as the rich, and never secemed to fes! himeelf
above any gond man. Consequently he did not pay that
difference to “a gold ring,” * goodly epparel,” and sordid
wealth, that some ministers pay to these th ngs, to the dis-
grace of their holy calling and to the reproach of religion,

3. In Rkis tnoffensive life. That those whose sins he re-
proved, somnctimes complained of hiny, is evident ; nor is
this strange. DBut it is obvious that few ministers ever gave
less occusion for offence.

4. In self-denial. Notwithstanding he was much es.
teemed by his connections and friends, and also had the
means of living at ease, he gave up his prospects of riches,
honor, and pleasure, to wander a lonely stranger and en-
dure the privationa incident to a toilsome itinerant life, to
preach the uusearchable riches of Christ,

5. Incontertment with hig eondition. He freely forsook
the world with its allurements, and subjected himself 1o the
condition of one who feels that he has no abiding plnce on
earth. But amidst all the fatigues and inconveniences of
such a state, he seems to have been well satisfied with his
lot. .

6. In being much engaged in the duly of prayer. 1f be
did not sometimes spend * all night in prayer to God,” he

Py
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often “ went into a solitary place and prayed.” He gener-
nlly spent sowne time in prayer with the families that he vis-
ited ; and ofien before and after preaching, he went to the
grove or to some otherretired place to pray, frequently con-
tinving a long tiwme in this exercise. When riding in com-
pany, he would sometimes slack the pace of his horse, drop
the reins upon his neck, and mentally look up to God. I,
when conversing with the impenitent, he saw no indications
of, [repentance, he generally either prayed with them or re-
tued. to pray for them ; end thua in many instances persons
were converted who seemed to have been almost beyond
the reach of the influence of religion. In praying for the
nnxlous ke seemed never to tire ; he sometimes continued
Lis supplications for them more than an hour, and many were
brought into the liberty of the gospel while he was praying
for them.

7. In praising God for his mercies. A good writer says,

. % Dur blessed Saviour was a great pattern of thankfulness,”

and refers to Mat. xi. 25, and John xi. 40, as furnishing
proof of his statements. And that Colby imitated Chriat in
the performance of his duty, must be manifest to those who
have read his journal.

8. In his holy conversalion. He seldom if ever indulged
himself in “ foolish talking” or ¢ jesting;” consequently

* his conversation was * good to the use nf edifying,” that it

might ‘ minister grace unto the hearers.” As he ardently
loved the Saviour, the soals of men, and the cause of relig-
ion, he delighted to converse on spiritual things. As it re-
gards conversation, he acted on the principle that a minister
should set an example for those around him, rather than fol-
low, as too many ministers and professors of religion do, the
examples of the world. His doctrine often dropped as the.
rain, and his speech distilled as the dew, upon those that
heard him, and many were led to wonder at the gracious
words that proceeded out of s mouth, To use thelanguage
of one who knew him well, his object both in preaching and
in personal conversation, was solely to kill sin. Hence it
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is not strange that his conversation was often a means of
awakening souls, and of comforting the peaple of tiod. L

9. In holiness of heart and life. He was always sensi-
ble that holinesa Lecomes the house of God forever, and’
that ministers especiaily, should be holy, i heart and Ih"e.—_,l
He delighted in holy persons, holy conversation, and holy
things ; and it appears his motto was Holiness to the Lord..

As he imitated Christ in the graces and virtues u!ready
mentioned, and also in others that might be noticed, it is:
not surprising that his labers were so abunduntly blessed —_
Let ministers and christians who wish to be useful in the
world, follow John Colby as he followed Christ, and’ t.he

Lord wiil give them the desire of their heart. v



