
pople  of almost all classes came in to see me, as thei 
,.upposed for the last time, and among the rest, ny 
good friend Dr Gano of P~ovidence, who can13 ten 
.miles to make me a visit. His conversation, prayers 
.&d visits were very refreshing to mysell; tlre family, 
m d  neighbors, who were collected together. I tarried 4 
ar D. lucker's in Smitbfield and Fathrr Rhodes' in 
'Burrilville one fortnight. Being then as well prepared 1: 
a I could be, having a good horse and chaise, and f 
Stephen Tucker, one of the young brethren to go 
d t h  me, 1 made another move for i~ome. I kft Em- 
rilville, R. I. on the 15th of -4pri1, and arrived at my 
father's in Su~ton Vt. the 24th, I was strtnglhcned to 
eodure the fatigues of the journey beyond nly own and 
erery other person's expectation. Eurely 'tire Lor? 
was with me, his hand sustaiired me, or i t  had ken ,  as 
s.any prophesied, that I shm~ld die on the way and 
never reach home. I was now once more unexpec- 
tl*dly and cordially received at the hospitable mansiom 

- of my Father. My brolher Jonathan and his wife had 
moved home to live with, and take care of my parents 
the remainder of their life. Every attention was now 
paid to their son and brotlrer which his reduced situa- 
rim demanded, but finding ail their efforts baffled, 
they began to persuade me to have recourse to medi- 
ca! aid. Notwithstanding I had believed for consid- 
erable time, that my disease would parry a'l the efforts 
of'homan skill, yet I indulged my friends and consen- 
ted to their propositions. They soon, however 
h n d ,  that all was in vai~r ; my slubhorn cougli was 
mot to he checked by the virtues of medicine, nor was 
m disordered lutrgs $0 be  healed by the power of it. l' A- most every person now despaired of my recovery- 
my physicians cnnsidered me nearly p n e   wit!^ the 
*onstrmption-they said, tirat they cmrld$o no more 
h r  me, for I was beyond the reach'of medicme.- 
This I was glad to hear them acknowletlge, for I had 
kco sensible of the (act f o ~  many m n h .  I then 

cook the IJberty t o  mention my fait!] in -the physiclnlr 
of souland body, saying in the hearing of many, the 
great physic an in he wodd of glary has power to 
heal me, aatd i i  lle is sent for, I have no doubt but irc 
will come and do it ; for he never failed in n single 
instance. l 'he truth of this ssying, the maoner of his 
bein; srnt for, the situation in wlrich he found me, I 
shall hasten to relate. The first week in June, I Sl "f; 
it was evldent I was falling faster than usual ; my 
eouglt became extremely distressirrg, wh~ch; together 
with the weakness and presswe upon my lungs and un- 
conimon shortness of breath mad* it appear, and not 
rrithoi~t reason, that I should breathe my last. MJ; 
sleepless nights, aad restless days, siogdar distress ra 
my heart, with occasicmsl pains in every part ofthe 
system, mld sweats ia the night, a raging fever witb 
alternate cold cl~ills, together with the swelling of my 
feet a d  legs, tl~reatemed my speedy removal to the 
world ol q~lrits ; nor do I believe 1 could have coo- 
tinued in the body four weeks longer and perhaps n a  
one, had not the Lord appeared. The manner of lii, 
bairtl; sent inr I wiW dso mention. Sunday evening, 
3-e Sh ,  my father returned from Wheelock, where 
be bad been t~ attend a quarte~ly meeting, and after 
retating wlut a wonderful season they had had, he 
mentinied over the Elders who uttenaed ; they were 
men w i h  w l a  n 1 was well acquainted, men who had 
been made near to ine. I passed the night in  silent, 
meditation, th~nking over tbe goodness of God to me. 
k c .  I also re8ected how I had tried meaus (which I 
consider is every one's duty) to regain my health, 
following the d~ractions or one aud another, hut that "f 
had never Mowed the directions of the apostle 
James, as memtiooed in the 5th Chap. 14th and 15th 
werses ; ' Is any among you sick, &c." My mind 
bad been much exercised on this subject for some 
time, atid iiow 1 resoived to put it in practice. 

Nert rmrning, June 9th, my father came into my 
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eighteen miles. After meeting I returned home, less 
fatigued than I expected. and co~rld say h o n ~  I I I ~  heart 1 
in  he language 01 that shcrt and impressive psalm 
('I 17) 0 praise the Lord all !.e nations ; praise him . ' 

rlf pe people. For his mercilul kindness is great tow- , 6 
ards us, and ttle truth of the Lord eudureth torever.- @ 
Praise ye thz Lord. L, . . 

I cnkinued at mp fathers in Sotton until the ;Oth 
of September. I t l m  left my futher's h o ~ ~ s e ,  went 
to St. Johnsbury and staid at my ount Broc.kway's, 
I l tb  went to &inbury and st,hI at Col. kiickuey s. 
12th went to K~rniney ; 13th'to Moul tonbo~~o~~gl~  ; 
14th to Sandwich ; 15th to Parsr~nsv~lle to hlder 
Buzzel's ; 16th to Elder Bt~llock's ; 17th to Gorllam; 
18th to Yorlland ; 20th to Scarborougl~ ; d l s t  to  
York ; 22nd to Portsmoutl~ ; 25th to K i n p o w n  ; 
'56th to haverhill ; 27th to Salem ; 28th lo tharles- 
ton ; 29th to Attlehorougll 30th to Providence, to 
Doct. Gano's ; October 1st to Burrilv~lle ; J d  to 
.Sinithfield ; 4th to Coventry, to Elder Farnarn's ;. 5th 
to N o r w i c ~ ~  ; ,6th to Li~rre ;  7th to I-iiliingsnorth; 
,8th to New-Haven ; 9th to Sha~field ; 11 tli  to ktarc- 
ford; l l t l ~  to East Chester; 12th to Bew-York; 
13th to Millon, NewJersey ; 14th to New-i'runs- 
wick ; 15th to Trenton ; !6th to Morriswlie, 1 enu- 
sylvania ; l i t h  tu Philadelfhia, where I cdn:inlred 
until the 27th. At 1 o'clock I left Fl~~ladrlphia, 
took t!~e steam boat and proceeded down t l ~ e  i-ela; 
mare to hewcastle, a distance of 40 niiles ; 1'5111 left 
Mewcastle at four in the ulornii~g, and u ent it ,  the 
st:lge I6 rrdes to Frenchtown ; tlien trwk tlie sle;icn- 
boat and proceeded clown the Elk river i u ~ n  Chess- 
peak bay, and from tlrence to haltinlore 7 0  11r11eu ; 
39th coniiuued in Baltimore ; 30th ld t  E;J irr;o,.r in 
tkc nloroing, took the steam-boat: Virginia. aud arri- 
ved at Norlolk in Virginia the next rnoruing, 209 
~riiles ; ccotin~~ed in IWorJolk from the 31s~ 01 b>to- 

- bet to the- 
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T h e  foregoing is the last of the journal written by, 
Elder John Colby. The  first news that saluted the 
ears of his friends, was in a Boston paper, as follows: 

OBITUARY. 
. '' Departed this life, yesterday morning, (Novem- 
ber-2Stl1;) at the residence of Mr Wm. Fcluqclier, in 

. t h i s  boro?lgh, after a painful and hgering s~ckness, 
which he bore with christian furtitude and resknation, 
the Rev. J O H N  COLBY, a Baptist minister iron, the 
state of Vermont. A few weeks sir~ce, Mr Colby 
reached this place from the north, 'Jeing on his way 
to Charleston, S. C. where he hoped to recover the 
health and strength ahich he had spent in the service 
of his Lord and Master. But i t  was decreed other- 
wise; his sufferings are at an end, for he has lallen a- 
sleep in the arms of Jesus, and his immortal spirit has 
winged its Right to that bright world of bliss, where 
the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary pil- 
grim is forever at  rest. For the satisfaction of his rel- 
atlves and friends at a distance, and as an act of jtrs- 
rice to the worthy fainily, in whose house Mr Colby 
breathed his last, we deem it proper to state. thilt he 
received every rcspect and attenlion, mhicll llis offices 
and his sufferings required." 

Nurfv!k, Va. paper. 



&on afierthis, his father received the loflowkg 
letter horn the good man at whose l~ouse he deceased. ( 
, Xo.fo&, Y a .  Dec. 1; 1817. 

OEAP STR, 
The cttject ofahis is to d o r d  you intelligence 

ar the departure .od the Rev. John Gliry Croru tlns in- 
t o  a better l i l .  On the last of October, or the 6rsf 
or Noveurher, he arrived in this place, journeyinz to 2 
rlre south 3n pes t  of health. An irnrnediote opportcl- 
mity for his deparwre frnrn this pkrce &tl nut &w.- : 

His heaveolv Father sent the kind conductor, deictb. 
by wlrcln~ 11; rvns led from this land of sorrow into a 
land~nfddighr, which is not infected wit11 any noisame 
pestitence, or ccmat~rinated air; where he will be af- 
flicted no more, h t spend  an eternity i n  songs d 
praise to that rich free grace, of wlich he was a par- 
taker which of course trained him to spend his lire 
in 1 1 ~  service of llis heavedy umsttr . Yaw. will find 
here enclnsed an oh'i~nry notice of Itis deatn. 

He deskad h a t  bis b o a s  aud clotl~es sl~ould be 
conveyed to Dr Gafio's, Provideme, Rl~ode-Island, 
wlrich will be done by the &st canveyance. Alier 
dehying the expenses rncurred, there is l d t  in my 
bands, fifty-two dollars and forty-nine cents, as per 
statement below. He said somrthing ahout tile erec- 
tion OF a tornb-stone-slmuld you direct tlris to be 
done, it sl~all be procnptly atteuded to, cul~etwjse you 
are at liberty to dww on me. or advise ally other 
manner in which the lralarrce may be conveyed to you- 

Yours truly, 
WM. M .  FAUQUIER, 

Deacon or the Balkst Clrurd~ iu No~fnlk. 
Ca& left by him in rny hands, $108 49 
Bnwd, metlivine attendance, 20 00 
~ u w d  expenses, 31 00 -- \ 

$52 * 
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t The text on the occasion was, "Re ye also re 
for in sucl~ a n  hour. &c. the Son o f  b a n  eorne~h. ~, - - ~  

The letter of Deacon Feuquier, is prrtlisl?lltl i n  or- 
der to show lo the world the good hand of God, in 
delivering John Colbv, his servant, into the care of a 
godly man, alillcu~~h'lle lrad to lay his bones nine l lun-  

dred and fifty miles from his pc;or rrod~ied parents; 
who? nevertheless, with the greatest prnpliety, could 
say with the apostle, L L  N o t  to  sorrow for the dtad as  
those who knee n o  hope. &fay God sunclijiy i t  to their 
pkesent and eternal good." 

The second letter that Deacon Fauqnier sent to his 
father, states tha: Elder Colby arrived at his Itciuse on 
Friday, much fatigued; but on the next Sunday. there 
being no minister, he went to meeting and delivered 

, two good discourses, and  ailended meeting t x n  Sun- 
days alier. H e t h e n  told the deacon, that he had 
come a great way from home to die with l~int, and re- 
ques~ed that tte rnight be interred in their burying- 
yilrd. His request was gmnted, and his body rests 
wrrhin the gloomy pales ol t l~e abodes of the dead. 

According to his desire, his father sent and caused 
a handsome, white n~nrble tomb-stone to be erected, 
and engraven with llis age, death, kc. wllic11 will 
stand us a nlonument to show to the living tire spot 
w h h  his remains were deposited, u n t i l  frgnl the sleep- 
ing dust sll;;ll spring n body of its own seed, a spirit- 
ual body, fasllioueJ like unto the glorious body or  
C'lrrist, ac.cordi~ig to Pad, Pl~ilippiaus, iii, 21: " Who 
shall change our vi le  body," &c. 



-&&&CAL REXABXCS BH)N TW3 CHARACTEB AND LABORS 
OF ELDeX JOHN WLBY. 

"He being dead yet spea1ieth."-Heb. iii, 4. 

ELDER GLBP left the habitation of his father, and 
tbe company of his friends in Vermont, l ~ k e  Ph~lip, to 
go toward the south to preach Christ to the people, 
and woo a bride for his master; indulging, at the same 
time tbe fond hope of regaining his l~ealth, which for 
several years had been impaired, and more especially 
so for several mmths, in this, however, he was disap- 
pointed, having arrived at the house of Deacon Fau- 
quier, he became sensible that he should die with him. 

Notwithstanding his outward nlau had long been de- 
cayicrg, yet he seemed to die suddenly. It is highly 
satisfactory that be was enabled to preach several 
times in the borougb of Norfolk aiter his arrival, and 
thus to finish in Virginia, as it were, before noon, those 
gospel labors which he began in the morning ol life, 
in the state of Vermont. 

It produces pleasure to the. relations and brethren 
of Elder Colby to contempiate, that, as it has pleased 
God to call him home when in a distant land, nearly 
a thousand miles from his friends in Vermo~~t, he was 
directed to. the Louse of such a man as Dea. Fauquier 
appears to have been; that he apparently had every 
necessary help, and all due attention   aid him, till he 
drew his last breath; and that the mortal remains of 
our departed brother were interred, in a decent and 
christian like manner. Doubtleus, our tears would 
start afresh, could we have the privilege or beholding 
the marble monument which stands at the head of his 
grave, and there read the name of him whom we high- 
ly esteemed for his work's sake. 

From a child John Colby was pleasing and engaging 
in his deportment. From the h e  that he experirnc- 

t 

ed religion, that which was solemn and striking attend- 
ed all his transac~ions. Those blosson~s which ren- 
dered his summer d~lightful, and which ulrimately pro- 
duced such an abundat~t harocst, budded early in his 
 ping He was converted, and by the grace of God 
prepared for the ministry very young. H e  entered 
with great boldoess and confidence, the beautiful field 
of the gwpel when but a yo~~th ,  and left father and 
mother, brothers and sisters, houses and lauds, for the 
sake of the gospel; and went forth in the name of the 
Lord tl~rough varions states, p!eaching as he went, 
saying, the kingdom of heaven IS at hand, repent ye, 
therefore, and believe the gospel. Being furnished 
with the whole armour of God, and having weapons 
not carnal but mighty, he was enabled to pull down 
many of the strong holds of sin and Satan; and by 
him the arrows were made sharp in the hearts of the 
King's enemies, and hundreds fell under ihe word. 

As a preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, El- 
der Colby was humble, engaged and perseverin . He 
was instant Ir r  season, and out of season. d e  fre- 
quently rode many miles, and attended several meet- 
ings the sameday. In his preaching he was plain and 
familiar. He  communicated his views with ease to 
himself, and satisfaction to his hearers. Althougb he 
was not in the unpleasant habit of v~ing great swelling 
words, yet his languaee was generally cnrrect, and 
Iris style usually borde&g on the sublime. L ~ k e  the 
ancient holy men of Cod, he spake as he mas moved 
upon by the Holy Ghost. 

He  was admirably calclilated to attract the attention 
and command the esteem, of all classes of people.- 
His geslures were becoming and graceful. HIS words 
were solemn and weighy, well selected and arlanged; 
yea, they were like " apples of gold in pictures of 
silver. 

In his public communications he was not only en- 
lightening but awakening, euterir~g deeply into the spir- 
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i t  of the strbjrct, in which Ite was ~ngased.  Ifard in- 
deed must 1mve been the h e x t  of lhat person who [ 
could haye beheld the almost worn o ~ ~ t  body, and : 

heard die solemu and pathetic addresses, ol Elder r: Colbv, rvitl~out nleliing into tenderness, a d  giving vent ~ . .  

to !ears. .a' 
Had not this man of God been called into the work ; 

of the ministry he probahly might have sojourned in 
the circle of his acquaintance, prospered in 111e world, ~,~ 

and obtainrd the conliorts cl life, and tllereby have 
escaped those severe conflicts and painful privations, 
to wllicll his calling s~tbjected trim. But it was not so 
with him. H e  nli~st leave all to follow Christ a:~d be- 
come a fiiber of men. 

This vessel wns chosen to bear the Savinur'snanle 
among the gentiles. H e  nlt~st forsake t~ra~futhcr wltn, 
under God, gave him life, that mother who sustained 
hiin, tltose irolhers and sislers who rvere near and . 
dear unto h i ,  and all lris prospects of earthly gain., to 
go Iortll weeping, bearing precious seed. 

T h e  effect of lris yreaclling was wonderfi~l, and the : 
fruit of his iabors abundant. H e  had the satisfaction , 

or seeing huntlreds ol' hi's fellow meti turn to God.- 
H e  did 11ot litbor long in any place unless signs of re- 
f i m m t i o ~ ~  beean to appear, hut w,xAl leave h t  place 
and go to another where the kiacetlonian cry was . 

heard. Hence lie was it] the work ol' God, ant1 suc- 
cess attended his labors tllrough the ~1 .o le  course of 
Ilis ministry. 

H e  travelled and preached in many places where a 
free gospel 11:ld not previously been preacltt.d, raised 
the standard of lit'e;procliiiinetl liberry to caprtves, and 
the openin; of h e  prison to them thar were b o u t ~ d . L  
Tllc Lord made itirn instr~~mental in i u ~ n i n ~  many 
from da~ltness to light, and hotn the power ol Saiau 
unto God. 

1i1 the short course of his pilgrimage hc bailtized 
' \ 
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many hundreds.* H e  had the success, i n  nlany in- 
stances, of turning a barren wilderness into a fruitful 
field; aild t j f  l h t ~ n ; ,  and setting i r ~  gospel order, sev- 
eral cllwches, which, while he rests from his labors., 
are increasing in nunhers, and growing in gmce. 

Those who are unacquainted with the operation and 
effect of the gospel, and do not know by happy ex- 
perience th:lt  it is the power of God unto salr:arion to 
every cine that believeth, will probably discredit some 
of the statements of Xlder Colby, concerning conver- 
sions an11 relbrrnations, or at least nxty conclude that 
the accounts are exaggerated; but his readers are as- 
sured [hat i t  is not so. The  writer of these remarks 
was personally acquainted with Elder Colby; he has 
also travelled into many of those places in which the 
revivals of rel~gion were, as spoken of by him. T1:ere 
are also hundreds of others, now living in t t ~ e  states of 
Vermont, New-Hampshire, Maine, Khode-Island, 
Ohio, and other places, who can testify that the ac- 
counts which are written in his jnurnal are true. 

In  the principles of religion be was firm. H e  was 
no1 tossed with ecery, nor even with any wind of doc- 
trine, contrary to the doctrine of Christ. H e  contin- 
ued until deaih, with that people+ with whom he was 
first connected; to whom his lengnage was, during big 
life, '&entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee." 

In consquence of the active labors, and indefatiga- 
ble toils of Elder Colby, he had many hardships to 
suffer,  any trials to encounter, and many temptation$ 

* By a manuscript foundamoo~  his papers since hisdecease, 
it  appears that from dugust 12. 1810, ro Nov. 28, 1316, he bap- 
tized fi4O persons. The names of these persons are in  the pos- 
session of the publishers, who at first entertained an idea of in- 
serting them at the close of this volume-but upon further 
reflection it was thought to be inexperlent. 

t The united churches of Christ, commonly called F r e e . U i  
Baptists. 
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to e ~ ~ d u r e .  H e  left an eartlily father's house where 
there was bread enough and to spare, and wer~t forth 
;:poor, yet making many rich, as h~rin~ynorhing,  yet 

possessing all things. H e  faced the piercing wir~ds of 
the north by night and by day ; and underwent perils 
by sea and by land, which doubtless hastened his ,q 
death ; but h e  lived long on the earth, for '' that life 
is long wliicl~ answers life's great end." . . 

Althou~h he was accustomed to expose error, to :. 

bring to l i h t  thehidden things of iniquity, and with 
gentleness and meekness to reprove the faults of orh- 
ers ;, yet, he possessed an extensive degree of that 
chanty which is the bond of perfectness, which hop- 
eth all things, which endureth all things, and w o r k ~ t h  - 
no ill to its neighbor. I t  always appeaied tc rejoice, 
his heart to see the likeness of Cl~risr in any person. 
And so sensible was he of his relation to the children 
of God, that he was frequently heard to say, '' 1 John 
am your brotber, and ccmpaninn in tribula;ion, and in 
the kingdom and pa~ience of Jesus Christ ." 

In the circle Elder Colby was also a bright 
and shining light. H e  was a preacher ofrighteousness 
by thefireside. In intervals of public worship, he 
employed his time in praying, singing, and conversing 
with the people about'the tllings that belongpd to their 
peace. T o  bring the sinner to a considerationof his 
weys, to cnnlfort tlie mourner, to instruct the saint, 
and to build him up in the most holy faith, was bis 
endewor and delight. All his movements seemed to 
declare that he sought a better, that is, a heavenly 
country, a city which hath foundations ; and that it 
was his principal aim to persuade others to enter into 
that rest whivh remaineth to the people of God ; and 
nr, doubt that thousands will have reason to rejoice in 
eternity that they ever saw and heard him. 

The  light which was in this excellent man was sel- 
dom, if ever, eclipsed by indulging in-proper passions, 
or tempers of mind, oc any of those vices, which usu- 

ally attend tllem. H e  appeared to have the command 
of himsell; or rather grace reigned in his heart, where- 
by he was enabled to bring under Iris body, and keep 
t ill subjection. 

TYith respect to tlie person of this able minister of 
the new testament, a few rtmarks will be made for 
the satisfaction ol' those who never saw him. His  
form was elegant, his features handsome, his s ize  
rather tnnderate, his constit~~tion naturally delicate, his 
eyes pleasant yet piercing, his ears open and attentive, 
and his toiigue like the pen of a ready writer. I-Iir 
dre>s was usually plain and .decent, suited to his sra- 
tion and condition in life. In his manners he was 
affable and genteel-in society be was pleasant and 
agreeable. 

His modes of travellirlg from place to place were 
either on horseback, in n chaise, in  a stage, or by wa- 
ter, & his circumstances and health required. 

These ohservat~ons are offered as a tribute of re- 
spect to Elder Colby, who has finished his course on 
earth, fouglit the good fight of faith, and gone to re- 
cewe a c n w n  of glory that Cadet11 not away. In this 
world he 11ad tribulation, but i t  cotltinuerl only a short 
time. His crinls are over, and his troubles lrave come 
to  all end. That glorious Redeemer, who called him 
to preach his word, who held him in his right hand, 
and a a s  wit11 him wliile here, lias now rece~ved him 
to lrirnsrll', and has wiped away all tears frrm his eyes. 
H e  ROW pluzks amlmsial fruit hrm life's fair tree, 
whi1.h is in the mid.-t of die par;ldisc of God. He 
dwells in that house not made with llands, eternal in 
the heavens. 

And now, 0 reader ! !et tlre godly life and pious 
examples of this faitlf111 servaut of Christ, stimulate 
you, if p u  nre a proressor of religion, like 11irn to 
deny ywrself, take the cross, and fcl!ow tlre Saviour; 
leaving tile enjoynlents of earth, f the far superior 
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joys wl~ich are found in living a holy life devoted to 
the service of God. 1 

EIJI if you have never yet experienced a change of ' 

heart, fear to-live any longer in sin, lest the day o.F 
prare shodd be over, and the wages of sin nhich is 6 
death, shoc~ld suddenlv come unon vou. Turn to the ' 
Lord now while i t  is i n  excepied tlnie, that you may 
enjoy the comforts of religion here, and be prepared 
with John Colby and all the redeeuled of the Lord, 
for the kingdom of eternal glory. - 

The following letter to the p~~blisher of the New- 
York edition, will doubtless be interesting to many, 
as i t  contains some particulars relative to the last 
hours oi Elder COLEY. 

West-Bloomfild, N. Y. December 4 ,  1826. 
DEAR EROTHER,  

I am much pleased to learn, that you are en- 
gaged in publishing a second edition of Elder JOHR 
COI.BP'S Journal. The  work I have been delighted 
kith, and think it a book which cannot be too widely 
circulated, or too generally read. N'hile the jourr~als 
of many have been published, to little profit, i t  is a fact 
that others have proved a rich legacy to con~rnunity, 
and a peculiar blessing to thousands. How Inany, 
born reading the lives of Bozourd, Bruinerd and 
Xmier, have seemed to catch the same spirit that ac- 
tuated the men of whom they read. W o d d  ro heav. 
en, that tlious;~nds might catch the spirit of Colhy, and 
kdorv him as he tollowed Clilist. Such journals, al- 
so, freqnently find way to the retired cotrase, where 
rbey are read with profit and deli#. I know one 
man, who in early lire professed religion but for seb- 
era1 years had lived in a backslidden state. While 
in this condi~ion, as he inffirrnerl me, Elder Colby's 
Journal providentially fell in his way ; he read it, and 
it proved a means, under God, of reclain~ing the wao- 
dtrer and brineing - him back to the fold ol'C11rist.- 
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, . This,  I)rvbably, is only one of many instances which 
r n ~ ~ h t  be n a ~ n d ,  where soills have been henefi~ted by 
l n  h i  J O U ~ I I .  Llller Colhy 1 never saw, but 
in I I I ~ I Z I ~  lrli~ces where I l~itve travelled, :he lruits of his 
labors r r ~ ~ ~ a i n  as more Ia.tine rnonun~ents of his worrh, - 
than e:~lociurns call from a pen like mine. 

i"il~ilu;~n a tour t111.ousl1 the sol~th part of Virginia, 
i'n tilt \\inter oS I $ ? $ !  I sptnt several days in t h ~ i -  
c i i t  I '  r f l k .  Having learnrd that Elder Colby 
dietltliere, I co~icluded to visit t l ~ e  sacred spot where 
his Ooncs slumber. Eldvr 0. E. &lorrill, of Cnro, 
N.  Y. being i n  company with me, we were conducted 
bv a f~riend to the resi t l r~~ce of Deacon Fzuquier, t~ 
<III&I we were politely introduced. W e  found him, 
to alJprarance, a grntlt-~~r;ln and a Christran. H e  con- 
veis .4 with 11s freely, rrli~tive to Elder Colhy's intro- 
d u c t i o ~ ~  into Nolhlk,  together with his last sickness 
and t l e ; ~ ~ l ~ .  Deacon F. Iii~ppened to be a passenger 
in  the ia;ne vessel that Elder Coiby came in to Nor- 
folk. While together 011 board, they contracted a 
pleazing wquaintance with each other. T h e  Baptist 
c l ~ ~ ~ r c h  to w l k h  L l e ; ~ c o ~ ~  F. belonged, being then des- 
titute of a preacher. lie ~ n v i ~ e d  El~ier  Coiby to spend 
severd d .ys at his Imusr, and in case his hraltli would 
pnrlni~, to p r a c h  10 them the next Si~bhath. T h e  
invitation was accepted, and on the following Sabbath 
he prvxhed a very satishctory serino~i in the meeting 
house alluded to. Durine <. tlle week follo\vil~g. his 
h e i ~ l ~ l ~  appeared ikst to decline, he however requesred 
on the next S a b b ; ~ ~ h ,  tu be coweyed to the iweti~lg- 
I~or~.+e, that Ire mi$ preach once more. Ixe was ac-' 
ctrrrlingly carried to r l~e place. sscended [lie pull~it  a- 
lmw, a;~d spr~ke to the people ahout three quartvrs of 
an hwr.  Ileacon F. wn~erked, that while stantling 
in  t h t  ~rl~lpit, he looked more like a corpse tlian a 
i e s n  His rnind, however, was co~:~~rosed, 
and his resritnony solelnn and weigllty. At t lw  close 
c l ' i l~e  exercises. Ile wiis led out ol the pulpit. On 
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goin; out  o f  the meeting.house, he to ld Dcacun F. he 
111ought he had p reac l~w l  h is  l s r  scrrrron. 1-ie then 
selrct rd a spot o f  prollntl, u l rere he expressed his de- 
sire t ~ e  ~irial l t be buried. H e  was then conveyed 
back to C ' e k o n  F.'s house, w l ~ ~ c t r  he never lefi, t i l l  
dm111 c l ~ ~ l e r l  his l~a ins  a r d  afilictions. A he;rvrnlp se- 

f 
renity and composure o f  mind, as our i n l ' o r n ~ a ~ ~ t  to ld . 
IIR, seenled lo  buoy up 111s spir i ts i n  his last nmlrents, ,! . , 
and even to create a smile on  tris pale ccrurlteniince, 
when s i n k ~ n g  i n  the arms of death. ' l he  naure o f  
Jesus hung upon his l ips whi le able to speak o f  his 
goodi~ess, anii he cezscd n o t  to reconlmend him to 
d1 who came a r w n d  iris bed, t i l l  his voice Lecarne 
u ~ u t e  in  death. P 

Af ter  sorne conversation \ ~ i t l ~  Ceacnn F. he accom- 
p?nied us  t o  the grave 711e mtming-house ill which 
b l t le r  Cc8lby \>reached his last serluon, is a large, 
ylall\, br ick building, standing it1 a central part o f  
No~do lk .  I t  i s  s~lrrounded by a sn~a l l  pleasant green, 
seprated on  the e a s ~  f rom a grave-y u r d  by  a'stone 
wall  ; i t  is also walled in  on  t w o  other sides, and en- 
closed in  front by a handsome paling. W e  entered 
ths enclosure by a small gate, and passing t o  the east 
end ol' the meeting-house, a p la i r~  n ~ n t L l e  stone, sland- 
i n g  by itsell', pointed us to the grave o f  C o l b y .  I t  is 
wilh n the n~eeting-house enclosure, and near to the 
wal l  a l ~ i c h  separates the green f rom t i le grave-yard 
direct ly back o f  lhe pulpit, ;lnd about fifteen f ret  f rom 
the meet~ng-house. Wl ren E lder  Colby made known 
his desire t o  be buried in that spot, Ueacon F. told 
b l m  he ltnew not  11l.dt ti le ground r o u l i l  be obra~ned, 
as t l ~ e  society had oil jected to b u r j i r ~ s  i n  the rneetiug- 
house green but, however, assured h i m  that, slrould rt 
b e  nerded, i ~ c  would use exert iuns t o  obtain the 
grorl l~t l .  Accordirrgly, after E lde r  Colby s dea!41, 
tt11~1ugI1 the influence o f  Deacon F. the requcsr was 

,> 
conlp!;cd with. I l l e r e  is  Lut  one stone standing at 
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his grave, and this s i n ~ p l y  contains his name, place o f  
h is  brr t l~,  t i w e  o f  his deaih, and age. 

W e  spent probably thirty minutes at this grave. I 
walked round i t  several times, v iewed the mound that 
covr rs  his body, and'read the insc:ription upon the 

r 1 marble stone, over azd over again. I l l e n  leaning 
Gver the grave-stone, a train o f  reflections passed my 
&nd, accoc~rpanied w ~ t l l  an i~q ress ion ,  never to be 
erased fi.0111 my nlenlory. 1 tlruught uf the person 
wliose venrains were Irere entombed ; his pious zeal, 
h i ~ ' ~ o s ~ l e l  labors, and toil, wbich had worn  h i m  out, 
eve11 in  the n lo rn ingo f  life. I reflected o n  the hun- 
dreds, ~IJIJ would probably rejoice, in eternity, that 
the). had ever hear(l his voice and attended t o  his in- 
st~trrt ions. My tnind ran back t o  the solemn leave 
h e  t o ~ ~ k  of his parents, k in t l r rd  an3 brethen,  in R'ew- 
k:nd:lltl; s ta r t~ng  I I south, wi th some 1rq1e o f  

0. 
regainlrlt: his 11relth I looked at the builtling in \vl!ic.h 
he. +eac;hed for the last time, and h c i e d  his rllougbts, 
his leflections, when laid upon the couch o f  death, a- 
mong straogers, LII. r row 111s t e d e r  pirents and rela- 
atives, and even from 11:s dear b r e h e o ,  who would  
have t11orli;l;t i t  a privilege to have attenlied h i m  in his 
last r n b ~ l ~ e ~ r t s .  I viewed, as i t  w e r e  lris l i fclrss re- 
mains laid upon the sable hearse, slowly follorved by  
a cowpany o l 'gene1.o~~ strangers t o  this sacred spot, 
wherethe). w i l l  probably repose, in peace t i l l  the res- 
urrection n l o m  

1 walltetf a few rods from the grave, turned and 
gazed upon i t  spin, a d  t d e  i t  a final f b r e w l l  ! 

' r n r  I b e t  inlurrnatic:~~ I h?ve betw aide to ob- 
tain, ~ I I I  mimy witnesses, 1 think, f ~ r  the short period 
ol' hi, I;il:ors, Sew men ill o w  day have heim inore ose- 
ful in  t lw  gospel v ~ ! ~ r y a r d  t l ~ a t ~  E l d r r  JOHN COLBY.- 
Got1 -rarlt l r i s  i n i ~ t ~ t l t :  milv Id1 on some o i l~e r .  

W 1 t 1 1  s e n l i ~ ~ ~ e n l s  o f  esteeln, I a ~ n  you1.s t r t~ ly ,  
OAVIL) MILLARD. 

T o  E lde r  DAVID MARKS, Jt. 



LINES SUGGESTED BY A RECOLLECTION O F  . J O B N  COLEY. 

COLKY, thy memory is dear! thy heart, 
Touched with a sense of tlliugs divine, apart 
I n  sacred solitude, deligltts to dwell @ 5 
Upou those virtues which adorn'd thee well. 
Tilt: cltristian name was thine. Through ~ o d ' i  free graek 
Wortlty wert thou ! This ev'ry rye could trace : 

i, 

The moral sense in thee was strong-a son, 
A brother, or a friend, thy carriage won 

i 
Upon the soul. Respectwas thme-and none ; 
Could say but Colby in the virtues shone. 

A minister of God ; with holy zeal 
I 

And heavenly love ail burning, thou didst feel a' 
For dying man. The p v r s  were thy retreat ; 

si t.. ; 
Where, often. like solue Patriarch, thou did:t meet i, 1 ! 
Thy heavenly Father; and. I~elore hia throne 
With rrv'rence bow'd, convers'd wilh him alone. 
Oh ! there the hapless %inner was thy enre ; 
His case upon the wings of fervent prayer i 
W a s  sent above; nnr sent in vain ! 'SHE GREAT, .I ,:I 
THE EVER BLESSED, from his starry height, 

; .i Heard thy desire. Down, down, the SPIRIT came ' ;. 
7 J 

His hearr tn touch. thy soul to light with flaroe! -, 
' 2  i 

' Thy circuit was exteusive. Likr a Paul, < :  

Oft didst thou journey dying souls to call ' , j  Froill wrath and ruin to tht. good old way, 
Where the saiots sing, and sinners learn to pray. . 
And who that witnessed thee upon the word j 

i 
Of Iioly Writ, when speakin? tbr thy Lord, 
But saw the unction-felt the searching truth? 
Old age was captive, charm'd were giddy youth! 1. 
Many who heard thee, gave their h ~ a r t s  to God, i 
And in thy crown will shine a bright reward ! 

But all must die, and thou among the rest; 
Yet angels hail thee happy with the blest: - 9  
But where thy rnnntlr? When Elijnh's fell, 
It was El~sha's! Him it suited well ! 
HIS ardent soul a richer +w possess'd 
Of that which fir'd his sire's prophetic breast. 
Oil ! THOU, tlte sinner's friend ! let thousanda rise 
With Colhv's spirit, winning for tlte skies 8 

Pire stubborn hrart. Let tbonsnnds, thouiands go 
- ,  

And pre~ch,  like him, through ail the world below I 

CLOSING REMSILKS, 
P R E P A R E D  F O R  THIS E D I T I O N .  

The writer of this brief notice of Elder Colhy, never saw 
that devoted servant of God. But as he has visited many 
places where be labored, and conversed with many persons 
whd were intimately acquainted with him, be trusts thatthe 
following account of his ministerial character is strictly 
true. , I t  may be proper to :.:ate that this article was nec- 
essarily penned under circumstances that made it impossi- 
ble for the writer to bestow upon it much atter~tion ; hence 
ii is more defective than i t  otherwise would have been. 

It may truly be said of the author of the preceding jour- 
nal, that few men with the same means have heen n s  useful 
as  he was. Without the advantages of a collegiate educa- 
tion and a regular course of study in theology, through his 
faithful labors many were turned from darkness to light and 
from the power of satan to serve the living God. 

As  many with f i r  greater advantages have preached much 
longer than he did without doing the same amount of good, 
it is natural to enquire, by what means did he accomplish 
so much in the short course of his ministry ? In answer to 
this t$estion it may be asserted, that whatever else con- 
tributed to his great usefulness, his rmemllance of C'lbrist 
wos undoubtedly the efficient instrumental cause of his suc- 
cess. Passing hy his early piety and his obedience to his 
parents as having no direct bearing on his usefulness as a 
minister, but in both of 'which he much resembled his Sa- 
viour, he imitcd him i l ~  the followiug graces and virtues. 
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1. In his untivzng diligence in doing good. Few minis- 
ters since the days of the apostles, have more carefully fol- ' 
lowed the imitahle example of Christ in this respect. I n  

< 

the noble work of going "about doing good," he early snc- 
rificerl his valuahle life. His  journa! contains abundant 6' 
evidence cf his devotion to the welfare of his fellow men j 
and, 1 regret to add, ton much proof that he did nut always 
observe the rules of prudence in the preservation of his ' ,, 
health. 

h In lowliness of mind. Although he was much esteem- 
ed and had many fr~ends among the respectable and weal- 
thy, he minded not high things, but condescended to men 
of low estate. As far as i t  wss pracdcahle he visited the ' 'I 

poor as well as  the rich. and never seemed to fe-l himeelf 
above any good man. Consequently he did not pay that 
difference to lL a gold ring," ' I  goodly apparel," and sordid 
weakh, that some ministers to there th n p ,  to the d i s  
grace of their holy cslling aud to the reproach of religion. 

S. In his inn$Ensive life. That  those whose sins he re- 
proved, s o ~ ~ ~ c t i m e s  complained of hint, is evident; nor is 
this strange. But it is obvious that few ministers ever gave 
less occasion fur offence. 

4. In se[S-denial. Notwithstanding he was much es- 
teemed by his connections and frie~lds, and also had the 
moans of living at  ease, he gave up h ~ s  prospects of riches, 
honor, and pleaaure, to wander o lonely stranger and en- 
dure the privations incident to a toi;s~)me itinerant life, to 
preach the uusearchabla riches of Christ. 

5. I n  coder;lnaent with his condition. H e  freely forsook 
the world wit11 its alluremrnts, and sul~jected himself to the 
condition of o n e  who feels that he has no abiding place on 
earth. But amidst all the fatigues and inconveniences of 
such a state, he seems to have been well satisfied w ~ t h  his 
lot. 

6. I n  being much engaged in  the duly of proyer. I f  he 
did not sonletimes spend 'Lall night in prayer to God," he 
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. ofteo went into a solitary place and prayed." H e  gener- 
. . ally spent some tinle in prsyer with the furnilies that he via- 
- ited ; and ofien before and after preaching, he went to the ,, 

grove or to some otherretired place to pray, frequently con- 
tinuing a long time in this exercise. When riding in com- 
pany, he would aon~etimes slack the pare of his horse, drop 
the reins upon his neck, and menta!ly look up to Go?. If, 
when conversing with the impenitent, he saw no indications 
of,repentance, he generally either prayed with them or re- 
tir;rd,to prxy for them ; and thus in many instances persons 
were converted who eeemed to have been almost beyond 

L the rgach of the influence of religion. In praying for the 
/ 

anxious, he seemed never to tire ; he sometimes continued 
his supplications for them more than an hour, and many were 
bro11g11t into the liberty of the gospel while he was praying 
for them. 

7. In praising God for his nmcics. A good writer says, 
~ u r ' b l e s s e d  Saviour was a great partern of thankfulness," 

and refers to Mat. xi. 25, and John xi. 40, as furnishing 
proof of his statements. And that Colby imitated Christ in 
the performance of his duty, must be manifest to those who 
have rend his journal. 

8. In his holy convcrsafion. H e  s s l d m  if ever indulged 
himself in '6 foolish talking!' or " jesting? consequently 
his conversation was LL good t o  the use of edifying," that i t  
might '' minister grace unto the hearers." As he ardently 
loved the Saviour, the souls of men, and the cause of relig- 
ion, he delighted to converse on spiritual things. As i t  re- 
gards conversation, he acted on the principle that a minister 
should set  an example for thoae around him, rather than fol- 
low, as too many ministers and professor3 of religion do, the 
exarnples of the world. His doctrine often dropped as the 
rain, and his speech distilled as the dew, upon those that 
heard him, and many were led to wonder at the gracious 
words thatproceededoutof h ~ s  mouth. T o  use the language 
of one who knew him well, his object both in preaching and 
in personal conversation, was solely to kill sin. Hence i t  
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is not strange that his conversation was oRen a means of, 
awakening souls, and of comforting the peopk of Go 

9. In holiness of Ireart a h  life. He was al wass eenst-i 
ble that holiness hcomes  the house of God forever, a n d  
?hat ministers especially, should be holy,in heart and life.-! 
H e  delighted i n  holy persons, holy conversation, a 
things ; and it appears his motto was Holiness to th 
A8 he imitated Christ in the graces and virtues a h a  

mentioned, and also in othrrs that  might be noticed, it 
not surprising that his labors were s o  abundantly bl 
Let  ministers and christians who wish to be useful in, 
world, follow John Colhy as he followed Christ, and 
Lord will give them the desire of ttreir heart. 


