





























Continuity Of Life

Another problem with the “we
don’t know when life begins” argu-

ment is the continuity of life from con-
ception to death. In earlier years, many

thought that there occurred during

gestation a crucial turning point when

personhood miraculousty happened,

Some saw “quickening,” the first felt

movement of the fetus, as that point.

Scientific advances have made it

harder to believe in such a crnucial turmn-

ing point. We know that at conception
all 46 chromosomes are in place, that

at 2.5 weeks the fetus has blood cells
and a heart. One week later, often the

time a woman discovers she is expect-

ing, that heart begins to beat.

At six weeks, brain waves can be
detected. In the first trimester, some-

where between the eighth and thir-
teenth week, the fetus can feel pain.

The evidence of fetal pain is what first
caused Judge Robert Bork to question

his earlier pro-choice position.
Instead of a special turning point in

pregnancy, there stands an unbroken
continuity. The changes during gesta-
tion are not transitions from some
nebulous pre-human form to a hu-
man one but advances from immatu-

rity to maturity, This continuity allows
me to speak sensibly of when F was
conceived.

Efforts to exclude personhood from

the unbom have sometimes led to all

sorts of nonsensical talk such as that by

Suzanne T. Popperna in her 1996 book,
Why I Am an Abortion Doctor.

The doctor-author recalled her
own abortion some years ago: “Since
my fetus was at twenty weeks, I could
actually feel the fetus convulsions not
long after I was given the saline injec-
tion . . . I remember having a special
kind of conversaticn with the embryo
at the time. ‘Fm very sorry that this is
happening to you, but there’s just no
way that you can come into existence
right now.” ”

if this statement about not coming
into existence had any meaning, there
would have been no “you” to address
the conversation to.

Better Safe Than Sorry

If, however, we were to grant the
assumption that we don't know when
life begins, the argument for abortion
still falls. In such a case, since we
wouid not know whether the unborn
we are aborting is a person or not, we
would be embracing the possibility of
killing an innocent person,

We might not be killing a person,
or, then again, we might be, One can't
be for sure. In other words, we might
have killed over 30 million innocent
people over the past 25 years or we
might not have. If my preferred, con-
venient behavior might kill someone,
[ must choose other alternatives. Is
that not what we tell drunk drivers?

Christian Responsibility

As a society we must surely ad-
dress the complex root causes that

have led to abortion on demand.
Such work is essential, and Chris-
tians need to be in the thick of it. But
we are most foolish if we think we
can improve society while condon-
ing behavior that is clearly subhu-
man, Perhaps ignorance of the facts
once explained our behavior, but
that cloak has been taken from us.

Now, more than ever, we Chris-
tians must shoulder the responsibili-
ty of exposing the fallacicus thinking
of abortion proponents. Our pluralis-
tic society is set up so that Bible vers-
es will not in and of themselves win
the day. But our God-given argu-
ments, enlightened by scripture
though not dressed in that garb will
ring true and bring conviction. So
with the truth in hand and hean, let
us take captive every fallacious
thought and so exalt God and His
righteousness. m
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