












































ing. He wanted to skip all that; he
wanted to be a “somebody.”

He couldn’t understand this ridicu-
lous college with its ridiculous attach-
ment to dead writers and dead books.
Why didn't St. Olaf’s get in the mod-
em world? He couldn’t stomach the
old-fashioned evangelical, acadernic
life of St. Olaf’s, so he left.

Alternative of Christian
Education

I've often thought what might
have happened if James Gatz had
stayed at St. Olaf’s for four years or
so, and graduated. How might he
have been different? What if he had
submitted to those old liberal arts
which places like St. Olaf's have
been advocaling for all these years?

Let’s suppose he had stayed. Let’s
suppose he had taken freshman
Grammar and Rhetoric. Let's sup-
pose he had suffered through Old
Testarnent Survey and Public Speak-
ing, Introduction to Philosophy and
Ancient History, Beginning Greek
and Appreciation of Music, Western
Literature and Algebra.

Let’'s suppose he had done that
despised janitorial work and had
stayed in college. Let’s just suppose
he had. How might he have turned
out differently?

I should hope that James Gatz
would never have tumed into Jay Gats-
hy. Over the couwrse of those college
years, he would have learned to work
hard, to think hard and to pray hard. Es-
pecially at a place like St. Olaf’s, he
would have leamed Martin Luther’s
view of Christian vocation, that old-
fashioned Protestant view that
“whether you eat or drink or whatso-
everyou do, do all to the glory of God.”

He would have learned that,
whatever our actual jobs may be, all
of us are called to serve Christ and
His church. All of us, whether minis-
ters, missionaries, teachers, stock-
brokers—or in Luther’s words, “cob-
blers, blacksmiths, or farmers”—all
of us should work and live with a
sense of Christian vocation.

Perhaps James Gatz would have
come face to face with what some
have called “the inescapable ques-
tions of life.” Perhaps he would have
come to a knowledge of the old Chis-
tian doctrines of QOriginal Sin and the
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Atonement, Perhaps he would have
come to a personal saving faith in Je-
sus Chirist. Perhaps he would have left
St. Olaf’s a new man, “a new crea-
ture,” different from the boy that went
in, but not like Jay Gatsby.

Who knows, perhaps he would
have come to the conclusion that his
caliing was to the Christian pastorate.
Can you see Jarmes Gatz, Pastor Gatz,
in seminary, then ordained, and
spending 30 years or so serving in lit-
lle parishes on the Great Plains of
North Dakota? Year after year, preach-
ing sermons and giving instruction
and bringing comfort and hope.

Perhaps he would have confronted
the massive spiritual and physical
needs of this world. Picture Jarmes
Gatz serving as a missionary in New
Guinea, spending a long and success-
ful life, paddiing from viliage to village,
with the Good News of the Christian
Gospel.

Perhiaps he might have become a
teacher. Can you see him teaching a
class of children in a little school on the
prairie, teaching thern their multiplica-
tion tables and our Lord’s parables? Or
perhaps see him in a parochial-school
classroom in inner-city Chicago, teach-
ing students to diagram sentences and
to sing the doxology.

I could suggest other avenues that
James Gatz might have gone down,
With what we know about his abili-
ties, [ wouldn’t be surprised if he had
taken his degree and gone off to a ca-
reer in banking or a brokerage house,
taking his place in the business world,
Maybe he would even have reached
Wall Street—but this ime not as a
bootlegger and swindler.

Perhaps he would have had a very
lucrative and prestigious career. But it
wouldn't have been through junk
bonds and insider trading. He would
have made his money the old-fash-
ioned way: he would have eaned it
And this James Gatz would not have
viewed his money as a means for
“seeming” but as a means for “being.”

This James Gatz would not have left
his Wall Street office at the end of the
day to hide within the walls of his “gat-
ed community” as they’re now called.
He would have become involved in
the life of his city and its people. Can
you see him serving in a soup kitchen,
helping out at the neighborhood Boys'’
Club, teaching Sunday Schecol in his

congregation? This James Gatz would
have been a differen{ man.

Now before you worry about me,
be assured that | realize that James
Gatz was a fictional character. He
couldn’t have done otherwise than
what Fitzgerald made himn do. But in
real life, we have the oppoitunity of af-
fecting real people with real free wills.
In our old-fashioned Christian col-
leges, our students read and study, re-
search and write, listen and leam.

Unlike James Gatz, they confront
the great books and the great ideas
of 2000 years of Christian culture. But
they discover that they are not dead
books by dead authors, but living
books full of living ideas-~living ideas
that flow, ultimately, from the One
Who describes Himself as “l am that
I am,” the One Who doesn’t merely
seem, but the One Who is.

And they leave such schools,
schools devoted to those books and
those ideas and that God, as different
pEersons.

Such liberal-arts colleges are still
very old-fashioned places. They still
believe in biblical moral absolutes
and in the possibility of Truth. They
ask students to grapple with that most
profound—and only inerant—expo-
sition of Truth: the Holy Scriptures—
and to apply those revealed truths to
every area of human thought and ac-
tivity. Then those students leave, to re-
turn to a world and a culture that
prizes seerning above being, where
appearances are more important
than realities, where looking good is
more important than being good. In
the midst of this “crooked and per-
verse generatior,” they are chal-
lenged not to seem, but to be. m
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.. verse, unmasking concept upon con-

Ji o cept, frequently rushing the preacher’s -

- “brain into such glad excitement as o

i stir his soul beyond measure. Such a-

o privilege is given only to the studious.

cioho-v e pastor who gives his best to each ser: Y
< mon prepared and preached .

Exposrtory preachmg lifis !he Word fo o
- lnity who seldom read the Word for

o rhemselves

‘We w15h it were - otherwrse but'

b This is sad; nevertheless, stark reatrty

. will aid us at this point. e
¢ All the more reason then that the :
~. - student-pastor keep the biblical foun- -
.\ dations intact within his own life—
~. . then in the formation of his sermons.
=+ "The stories of Adam,-Noah, Abraham,
... David, Daniel, Isaiah, Jesus, Paul— -
- -.how they need to be told and retold.”

© The themmes of redemption, hope,
-sanctification, heaven and grace need
- fo be laid continually before the waiting
. congregation. This is best seen when

.. preaching expositoriiy—jewel -upon
~- - jewel upon jewel—not from -earth’s

. coves, but from heaven'’s coffers. -

 Expository preaching grows the

e - preacher himself.

-~ When the pastor spends more
~time in his secular reading than he
" does in the sacred reading, his pulpit

" and prayer closet show it, The lean-

ness is not worth it in the end. In
short order, the sensitive pastor real-
- . izes what is occurring, then hopeful-
"Iy flees back to the Book. :
Living a lifetime with the scrip-

- tures deepens the preacher’s own

. wells for divine understanding. More
.and more the secular age ctries out

- for those Christian pulpits who are

- ~mounted by men who truly know the
-+ timeless Truth which sets us alt free.
- These preachers first know the Truth
in their own experiences; then they
relate its gusto to their hearers,

~ Expository preachmg outlasts the
- sermon.

- Hearers take home the Word of
- ~God, not simply a current event or a

tickling humor or a flighty bit of zesty
*wisdom.” Marinating in the sermon-
:ic.themes from scripture ‘continues .
--throughout the hearer’s day, hopeful- -
B\ throughout the next week untal the
'next sermon is heard. :
.. When the pastor: opens the Word L
o j"[to expound .upon it, verse by verse, -
~theme by theme, ‘accent by accent,
.. ‘~the people hear, 'not so, much from ™
- :the human behmd the pulprt but :
N _'from the Lord Himself. L
The ever-present Holy Spmt remams :

E farthful to His own revelation,:He then__
-teven in the most biblical environs, : -

- the rush of today’s lifestyle truthfully -
“.rspells a biblically illiterate people. -

*” works far more meticulously within the -

~souls of the hearers than any.onlooker - -
~‘could ever detect—on ‘Sunday ‘and
- then through the next Saturday

- Exposrtory preachmg bnngs
- excitement fo the pastor hfmse/f :n
- preparing and preaching the fext.

S ltis an adventure which weekly.
becomes especially alluring. There is .
. a captivation about his work . that is
. beyond description. - g =
. While other ‘clerical labors may-
- grow stale, the expository preaching
- enlivens and enlivens with its own -

magnetism. There is an enticement
about it which defines its own eter-
nal definition. In other words, the

*preacher knows for certain that he
~indeed has hold of something
formed in the forevers—it has come

from “out there” and will return to
the “out there.”  *~ R

" Such timelessness baits for the
good of the gospel. It converts the

soul. It cleanses church life. It brings
‘heaven down to earth. Expository
preaching reveals itself to be its own.
b]essed reward, LI :
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. . Lucid Moment {woatinved from page 17)

The full impact didn’t hit me until
last week. It was in sharing the
whole testimony with the ladies at
the jail where | now minister, that [
learned the danger that accessibility
to a weapon presented. On the way
home from the jail, [ knew I must do
something with that gun rather than
keep it bured in a drawer.

[ knew that I would never use it for
“self-protection” for which it had
been purchased. I knew that [ would
rather die than be responsible for
someone going to hell. | talked to my
husband and gave him the gun. It is
no longer a problem.

All of this fliies in the face of my
once-held belief that 1 need some-
thing to protect myself with. I'm sure
I'would fight, to the best of my ability,
in order to live through a life-threat-
ening situation. What | cannot do, is
eliminate what might be someone’s
last chance to receive salvation and
discover the wonder of God’s love.

It may not make sense to anyone
else, but that brief moment of lucidi-
ty sent a simple, one-line prayer.
Grace and mercy delivered me from
committing a horrendous crime, |
don't want to risk the possibilities of
another episode of insanity such as
this one. Nor do [ want to be tempt-
ed by the availability of a gun, today
or tomorrow.

*Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy
rod and thy staff they comfort me.”
More than this, | do not need. g
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