






































rchaeologists dig in places  weave the details together in a man- This describes what it's like to tell
that have almost been forgot- ner that when we read about the the story of someone you never knew.
ten to learn about what used place they unearthed, we see it in You gather information from all avail-
to be there. Once they gather our minds’ eyes. Then we feel as able sources and then attempt to put
enough information they though we have been there, the story together with fragments
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you've gathered.!

When | came to Columbus almost
15 years ago, one of the first names I
heard mentioned by Free Will Bap-
tists here was Hughie Kelly. He had
been dead 28 years and his memory
was still bright. Now 43 years later his
memory will be freshened by the
pen of a would-be historian.

St. John's Connection

Hughie Kelly's story can not be
told without some knowledge of the
disbanded St. John's FWB Church of
Colurnbus, Georgia. St. John's was
the third Free Will Baptist church or-
ganized in the Columbus area. Provi-
dence was probably the first to debut
regardless of the debate on the date
of its origin.? Then First FWB Church
came on the scene.?

Later in 1916, according to an old
St. John's directory of the church, the
St. John's Church was organized.! Be-
fore Hughie Kelly assumed the pas-
torate, the church had already had 11
pastors in its 41-year history. Brother
Kelly was the 12th and one of the last
the church would ever have.

The sands of time may have
washed over much of what people
remember about Hughie Kelly in
Columbus, Georgia, and for that rmat-
ter the old St. John's Church, but in
the 43 years since Kelly's death, time
has not managed to erase everything
pertaining to his legacy. He is still re-
membered among older saints.

Hughie Kelly was bom February 16,
1807, in distant Savannah, Over 200
miles separate Columbus from Savan-
nah, but that distance was easily
bridged via train in that era. He traveled
often by train between the two cities,

Frorn his early history, it's difficult to
determine who had the most to do
with raising him. His father was Roman
Catholic and Hughie was raised
Catholic, a Catholic aunt having some-
thing to do with his early instruction in
spiritual things. His mother, Mattie Lou,
was not Catholic and would later be
converted to Christianity and become a
member of the St. James FWB Church
in Phenix City, Alabama.

The fact that she was not Catholic
must have brought a separation in
Hughie’s farnily. His mother lived in

Columbus and his father in Savan-

nah. Hughie spent the early part of
his life mostly with his father, which
helps us understand the reason for
50 many train rides. Later, when his
father died, he was united with his
mother and a sister in Columbus,

Courting Miss Ruby

At some point during his youth, he
enlisted in the army but his time of ser-
vice was brief. Sometime around 1928
he married a young lady named Ruby
Walters, bom Septemnber 3, 1908. Ruby
was from Girard, Alabama, which later
merged with Phenix City.

She was saved when she was
about 10 years old in a service at a
Methodist church on Earline Avenue
in Columbus during a revival con-
ducted by a partially-blind evangelist.
Her usefulness in the ministry rani-
fested itself early in her life when a
church learned during a revival that
she could play the piano.

She was 12 and very frightened
when she was asked to play. However,
from that point she continued to play
as long as she could. She also taught
Sunday School, ministered in a nursing
home, participated in Wormnan’s Auwxii-
iary and other forms of service.

When Hughie met her and re-
quested her hand in marriage, he dis-
covered a technicality. He went to a
Catholic priest about marrying a
Protestant girl and learned that an of-
ficial from Mobile, Alabama, would
have to come and that it would “cost”
him. He leamed that he would have
to pay for the priest’s trip to Colurnbus
in order for him to do whatever would
be necessary to receive forgiveness
for what he was about to do.

The financial burden would exceed
his means, so he failed to involve him-
self in the matter with his church, The
price he paid for his indifference to
Catholicism was worth it to have Ruby,
since salvation came his way in 1939 a lit-
tle more than 10 years after they marded.

Their union also brought eight chil-
dren into the world. You might con-
clude there were two sets of children
bom. Four chiidren were bom within
a close time frame and in later years
four more were born, An acquain-
tance of the family quipped, “It was
like they had two families!”

Conversion and Call to Preach

In July of that year when Chester
Huckaby® was preaching in “extend-
ed” revival services at St. James FWB
Church of Phenix City, Alabama,
Hughie was saved. It seems to have
come about after his children plead-
ed with him to attend the revival on
Monday night.

According to Huckaby, in those days
the church would have two weeks of
services which included three Sun-
days. On Thursday night of the first
week, Huckaby said that he usually
challenged the young folks present to
get their parents to attend the meeting.
That visit to church must have put
Hughie under some heavy conviction,
because while he was atwork he fell to
his knees and was saved. H. L. Knight-
on who pastored St. James Church at
the time baptized him,

That was all it took to motivate
him. Hughie was no pew warmer. He
rolled up his sleeves and plunged into
the Lord's work with a rare enthusi-
asm. He became Sunday School su-
perintendent, then an ordained dea-
con. Deacons are expected to be min-
isters of the Word and Hughie must
have been as serious as they come.

Perhaps his appetite for preaching
was stirred through the prayer meet-
ings he had been heading up in peo-
ples’ homes just before he answered
the call to preach. We are uncertain
about all that led him in this direc-
tion, but we know that in time the
conviction to preach became irre-
sistible and he finally surrendered.
Then he was ordained into the min-
istry, developing a reputation for
great zeal and devotion.

He only pastored three churches,
The first may have been Turner's
Chapel FWB Church near Butler, Geor-
gia. At some point he pastored Little
Bethel FWB Church near Ideal, Geor-
gia. Then the most favored and mem-
orable one, St, John's FWB Church.

According to A. C. TruluckS® St.
John's began to grow and flourish un-
der Kelly’s ministry, It is interesting
how he was led to this church. It ap-
pears that the church had some prob-
lems and was without a pastor when
they approached Kelly about the posi-
tion. In time a vote was taken on
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him—a vote that would have let the
air out of anyone’s sails. It was, sure
enough, a pride killer. It would have
discouraged most other pastors and
tumed thern away.

Three men came to Kelly's house
one night after he had gone to bed to de-
liver the dismal news. They informed
him that three votes had been cast
Three people had voted for him to
come, Under those circumstances the
rnen asked Kelly to pray about assuming
the church. He accepted the church and
pastored there for about 13 vears with
fervency hard to match, until he was re-
tired by the Lord at the age of 50.

Man of influence

If we give much consideration {o
Kelly’s biography, we are impressed
with how the Lord is able to take will-
ing hands and do so much. Hughie
never finished high school, and as
one individual commented, he did
not read aloud very well. But that
doesn’t mean that his appetite for
reading was poor because he read
many books related to the ministry.

He didn’t take a back seat in giving
either. A. C. Truluck affirmed that Kelly
was a staunch supporter of missions
and that during the better days of the
church they were one of the leading
churches in cooperative giving.

During his ministry at St. Johm's, sev-
eral preachers and deacons were
called into service. Louis Sheffield, who
started Ernmanuel FWB Church in
1953 (now the First Church of Colum-
bus), answered the call to preach. T. B.
Callaway did the same and organized
White Rock FWB Church. Another,
John Holland, who at the time of this
writing lives in Bonifay, Florida, was al-
so called into the ministry.

There were others who respond-
ed to the call to preach like Hughie
and Durwood Long and A. C. Truluck
who later became the executive sec-
retary for the Georgia State Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists.

Deacons such as Bennie Lovering,’
Marshall Barron and Lermuel Walden
and perhaps others unknown to us at
the time were ordained during Kelly’s
ministry,. Numerous weddings took
place at his home. A Woman's Auxil-

iary was organized and a church that
had never had a Vacation Bible School
soon experienced one.

Hughie Kelly was active in the lo-
cal and state association in the 1940s
and 50s. He served in many different
offices. He once moderated the
Chattahoochee Association. He was
elected assistant clerk in the Georgia
State Association. His name appears
on various boards and committees.

Kelly had an untiring love to be of
service and anything to be done in
the service of the Lord was worthy of
pursuit, In 1949 the National Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists came to
Columbus. In those days a massive
carnpaign of labor was required to
enlertain a thousand people.

Kely had to rent a truck and bor-
row tables and chairs from a local
high school to seat those guests to his
city. Kelly, Chester Huckaby and oth-
ers were involved in organizing and
setting up chairs for the convention.

Untimely Death

Kelly experienced an untimely
death in July 1957. He had just arrived
home after the National Association
in Birmingham, Alabama, perhaps ex-
hausted, and had taken his wife o
work, “I'll pick you up in the morning
at 7:00,” he said as he drove away.

The next morning Ruby waited
much longer than usual for his arrival
and only after a couple from their
church had coaxed her to accept a
ride from them did she arrive home.

When she got home, she noticed
that Hughie was uncovered in bed.
She covered him up and left the room
to prepare breakfast, saying, “The girls
will be getting up soon.”

When he did not respond {o her
calls to breakfast, she sent their son
who discovered that his daddy was
dead. Hughie's wife returned to the
bedroom to find him in the same po-
sition she had left hirn,

A, C Truuck said, “When 1 got a
phone call and learned of Brother Kel-
ly's death, something within me died.”
That sarme emptiness that comes with
the decease of a great man was most
likely the same with all of Hughie's
family and friends. But death did not

swallow up the influence of his life nor
the certain hope of fellowship with
him again. m

Endnotes

1. Most of the information found in this biographical
sketch wos obtained from an inferview with Chester
Huckaby and from Ruby Kelly, Hughie's wife.

2. See “Another Look” o TimeMachine arficle pub-
lished by the Historical Sodety of the Georgia
State Association of Free Will Baptists, by Geral-
dine Woid, Ociober 1997.

3. The only knowledge the author has of the First
Church is a copy of an 1894 minutes stating that
the Chotthoochee Assaciation was held there in
that year,

4, See the 1941 copy of the St John's Directory, page 1.

5. Chester A. Huckaby is an clder retired Free Will
Baptist minister presently living in Columbus.
For n brief biographital sketch on him see the
November 1998 issue of Confad, p. 19.

6. Dr. Truluck is o former member of St. John's and
former executive secretary of the Georgia State
Association of Free Will Baptists which post he
assumed in 1969. See Dodd’s Merching Through
Georgio, p. 47.

7. Bennie Lovering is presently a deacon in the First
Church of Cofumbus, Georgia, formerly known
as Emmanuel,

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Willie C. Martin pas-
tors First FWB Church in Columbus, Georgia.
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Big celebration August 29. Sorry
you missed it. Employees at the FWB
National Offices Building in Antioch,
TN, paused at 11:30 arn. for a Jun-
cheon and note-burning. The event
formally acknowledged paying off the
$1.5 million indebtedness incurred
when the offices relocated from 1134
Murfreesboro Road in Nashville to
5233 Mt. View Road in Antioch.

Sunday aftemoon July 2 at a creek in
Middle Tennessee, Pastor Barry Simp-
son baptized 22 converts. Simpson
leads the New Hope FWB Church in
Joelton, TN,

Contact welcomes Rejoice, publi-
cation of Garden Grove FWB Church
in Garden Grove, CA. Rich Lindberg
serves as editor of the stimulating
newsletter. Jonathan Yandel pastors
the church and writes a front-page ed-
itonial challenge.

There's a church in California
looking for a pastor. For the first time
in 42 years, a new church is being
started in Califomnia’s Southern Asso-
ciation. They're calling it Tehachapi
FWB Church in Tehachapi in the low-
er San Joaquin Valley. The city has
50,000 people, and the church is
meeting temporarily in a Veteran's
Hall. Call Reverend Claudie Hames if
the Tehachapi work sounds like your
kind of outreach: 661/325-6532.

Here’s another new church opportu-
nify. This one is in San Antonio, TX, a
city of one million people with no Free
Will Baptist church. A group has begun
meeling in the Holiday Inn North at

16315 Highway 281, Send names of

friends or unchurched famity members
to Keith Woody, point man for the new
effort: 201 S. Rainbow Bridge, Cedar
Park, TX 78813. Phone: 512/335-4706.
Ernail: kejth.woody@juno.com.

Thanks to the generosity of Mr, and
Mrs. Phineas Stevens, the Calvary
FWB Church in Fayetteville, NC, has a
new steeple. Their son, Ron Stevens
who is a skilled carpenter, built the

steeple. Kevin Woolard pastors.

Harvest FWB Mission in Hunt-
ersville, NC, logged its first-year an-
niversary with 55 people present. Ral
Alsbrook pastors.

Church growth created some un-
expected opportunities at First FWB
Church in Norman, OK. Pastor Joe
Grizzle said that the congregation be-
gan two Sunday moming services in
September, began a $1 million capital
fund-raising campaign, hope to begin
construction of a 16,000-square-foot
multi-purpose educational facility,
and plan to expand their church sanc-
tuary to seat 1,000 people,

Peace FWB Church in Wilson, NC,
welcomed five new members, ac-
cording to Pastor Gordon Sebastian.

Things are looking up at Welling-
ton FWB Church in Wellington, OH.

The congregation installed a new

baptistry and a new parking lot. They
needed both since the church bap-
tized 12 converts and added 15 mem-
bers. Billy Joe White pastors.
Lightning struck First Dayton FWB
Church in Dayton, OH, June 16. Pas-
tor Mike Nabors said that the Friday
lightning hit did extensive damage to
the church, but repairs are underway,
Pastor John Castle reports five con-
versions, four baptisms and 13 new
members at Community FWB Church
in Rittman, OH. During their August
VBS, the church created their own
therme and crafts with their, “To Know
Him Is to Show Him” program.
Members of Hurricane Chapel
FWB Church in McEwen, TN, broke
ground during spring homecoming ac-
tivities for a new church facility. The
church bought a five-acre site one mile
from their current locafion. Pastor Tim
Farris said that the new facility will of-
fer a larger sanctuary and fellowship
hall, more parking and a separate chil-
dren’s church area. Five men, includ-
ing Pastor Farris, posed with shovels on
the banks of Hurricane Creek May 21

to laurich the project.

A new church has begun in Chat-
tanooga, TN, with David Kell as
leader. Signal Hills Community Fel-
lowship FWB Church operates out
of a newly-purchased church build-
ing complete with all furnishings. Se-
cured for $30,000 (asking price was
$80,000), the congregation will join
‘Tennessee’s Liberty Association,

Members of Olivet FWB Church in
Clarksville, TN, dedicated their multi-
purpose building called “Parham Hall”
in May. The two-story structure in-
cludes four large classroormns, kitchen
and a 2,600-square-foot fellowship hall
on the first floor which features a half-
court basketball area. The facility was
narmed in honor of members Richard
and Florence Parham. Mr. Parham
died in 1992; Mrs. Parham died two
days after the new building was dedi-
cated. Willard McCarroll pastors.

Community FWB Church in Ypsi-
lanti, MI, purchased nine acres on
McKean Road one mile south of their
present location. Pastor Milford Byrd
said that the congregation plans to
build a new church and fellowship hali
on the site.

Pastor Roy Wilson sent word that,
“We are on our way! The basement is
dug and the walls are being poured.
We are looking for workers.” All the
activity involves Osseo FWB Church
in Osseo, ML,

Two Michigan churches merged:
Wayne FWB Church and Romulus
FWB Church. The Wayne congrega-
tion gave $10,000 to the state Mis-
sions Board to be used in planting a
church in northern Michigan.

Members of Charity FWB Church
in Choctaw, OK, honored Pastor
Lonnie DaVoult on June 25 for his
50-year ministry to Oklahoma Free
Will Baptists. Brother DaVoult served
14 years as state executive secretary,
pastored four churches and taught at
Hillsdaie FWRB College. m
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HYCAVES

Dictator Declares Pakistan
an Islamic State

isLamaBap, Pakistan (EP)—With the
stroke of the pen, Pakistan's military
feader re-instated provisions of Pak-
istan’s suspended constitution that will
allow Islam to subjugate Christians
and other non-Muslims, reports Inter-
national Christian Concern (ICC).

General Pervez Musharraf suc-
cumbed to demands from Muslim ex-
tremist groups by announcing July 16
that his regime will restore and en-
force procedures of Pakistan's consti-
tution that had not been enforced by
Pakistan’s previous governments,

In recent months, Islamic groups
had been demanding that Musharraf
clearly define the role of Islam in Pak-
istan. Musharraf’s  constitutional
amendment, Provisional Constitution
Order 2000 (PCO), is intended to
“uphold all Islamic injunctions con-
tained in the Constitution of the ls-
lamic Republic of Pakistan,” accord-
ing to a Pakistani official spokesman.

ICC reports that Musharraf infro-
duced a consfitutional amendment that
will establish Islam as the sole, supreme
religion of the country and that alf other
religions will be subjugated to the lows
of Islam according to the Koran. Fur-
thermore, a newly added arfide distin-
guishes Muslims from non-Muslims,
creating an apartheid system.

Shahbaz Bhatti, president of Christ-
ian Liberation Front Pakistan, the lead-
ing voice in Pakistan for the non-Muslim
minontfies said, “This is a death warrant
for the religious minorities of Pakistan
and Pakistan could very well scan wit-
ness the same unrest and violence that
has been occuming in Indanesia.”

Church Gets More Comfortable

New York, NY (EP}—Church is a
more comfortable place to be than it

30 Contact, October 2000

was a few years ago, according to
the Wall Street Joumal, which ran a
story about pew manufacturing. The
newspaper found that about half of
new orders for church seating are
for padded seats, up from 20% just
five years ago. Theater seats account
for about 15% of all new church
seating, up from about 3% in 1990.

Padded sedating in church was almost
unheard of 50 years ago; most church-
es didn't even offer seating, except fo the
sick and elderly, until the 1500s.

Forced Prayer Meeting Revolt

New BRIGHTON, MN (EP}—A Jewish
sales manager is suing Minar Ford
of New Brighton, Minnesota, saying
he was fired after complaining
about being forced to attend Christ-
ian prayer meetings. Ira Chemers is
seeking $100,000 in damages.

Chemers told a focal television
station that company president Cush
Minar said: “| want everyone in this
organization fo be a Christian. Not
all will be Christians, but that will be
their demise on judgment day.”

The dealership is withholding com-
ment because of pending litigation.

Religious Police Arrest Players

Kanpatiar, Afghanistan (EP}—Reli-
gious police in Afghanistan stopped @
soccer match between rival Afghan
and Pakistani teams to arrest the vis-
iting Pakistanis for immodesty. Twelve
players of the 17-member team were
arrested for wearing shorts which, ac-
cording to an official of the ruling Tal-
iban party, was a violation against the
Islamic dress code.

A stampede of angry spectators
poured into the field during the arrests,
injuring several people. The 12 taken in-
fo custody were released the next day

with their heads shom as a sign of pun-
ishment. The govemor of Kandahar,
Maulvi Mohammed Hosan, later apolo-
gized for the incident, saying that the
Pakistanis were “guests” and shouldn't
have been freated sa poorly.

The Taliban official responsible
for the raid has since been arrested
and dismissed from his post, said
sports minister Shakoor Muttmain.

Sunday Still Segregated

New York, NY (EP}—Sunday morn-
ing is still among the most segregat-
ed hours of the week in America, ac-
cording to a nationwide poll by the
New York Times. Some 90% of white
people surveyed said there were few
or no blacks at the religious services
they attend; 73% of black people
said all or nearly all of the people in
their services are black.

Other findings of the survey sug-
gested a brighter future for race re-
lations in the church, For instance,
91% of whites and 84% of blacks
said they were open to the idea of
changing to a church where the spir-
itual leader is of another race. About
half of all persons surveyed said they
thought most members of their con-
gregation would approve of having
a spiritual leader of another race. m









