











The JFL boys all came to church,

young church with 224 present on JFL Sunday. Qur ladies
decorated the church with football decor. Every boy was
awarded a certificate and homemade cookies. More im-
portantly, they were shown and told that they were loved.

How did this all come about? It is all interwoven back to
when this pastor/c
church. 1t is amaz- ;
ing how that giv-
ing to missions
comes back to
you, As new resi-
dents of South
Roxana, Ilinois,
my parents were
excited about a
new Free Wil
Baptist church be-
ing started by
Brother Wallace
Malone.

As a small boy ]
recall a plea from
our pastor to give
to a new work in
Hawaii. We did
not have much as
a family or small
church, but we
gave, [ remember
giving 1o this far- jshany Hollis speaks at JFL Sunday 2000,
away work myself.

Years later, God
called my own family to start a Free Will Baptist church in Eff-
ingham. At the same lime a military family (Robertsons) in
Hawvaii was preparing to move back home to lllinois near Eff-
ingham. Mike’s wife and children began to attend the Free
Will Bapfist church in Hawaii pastored by Brother Luther
Sanders. As a result, Mike and most of his children were
saved in that church.

The Robertsons came home bhefore we opened the
Free Will Baptist church in Effingham and became in-
voived in an Independent Baptist church and Christian
school. At first they turned us down as far as helping in the
new work we had begun. Later, they visited, then became
a very faithful part of our church.

was my first involvement in any type of program like this.

Mike serves as a church board member, Sunday School
teacher, song leader and treasurer. His wife, Pat, was in-
strumental in helping get our Christian school started, and
she teaches in our church and school. Yes, the gift given
by a litfle boy to a mission in Hawaii has returned great
dividends, but it doesn’t stop there,

Mr. (Sgt.) Robertson hired back into the military working
as a civilian and worked in different places around the world.
Because he would be gone for weeks, sometimes months at
a time, he wanted his young son, Anthony, to be occupied
and supported by a male figure.

He enrolled him in the Park District Flag Football program.
Mike asked me to attend games and support Anthony in this
activity. He hoped it would help fill the void of his absence.

Now that our family would be involved and going to
games, | enrolled our oldest son, Johnny, and later Jared,
in the same program. [ became an assistant coach. This

Some gave their hearts to God.

As the boys grew older, they moved into the full conzact
Junior Football League. That is how I came to have a great
family in our mission work and record attendance each
year on JFL Sunday.

A little boy giving to a far away mission never dreamed
there woulld be any connection to his life’s work as a home
missionary, pastor and coach. God's work and ways are
amazing! isn't it something how He moved the William Hol-
lis family at the right time, Brother Malone started a Free
Will Baptist church, Brother Sanders influenced the Robert-
son family, and brought it all together. | may soon retire
from coaching but will never forget this and other events
God has wrought through missions and football. Alohal s
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