











ow a3 bull wos turned loose during servica.

7. Sunday, A.M., June 2—Preached out of the edge of town. Kicked off
the highway.

8. Sunday, PM., June 2—Afternoon, preached in o pasture. Ten thou-
sand people came out fo hear me.

Calvin Coolidge, the 30th President of the United States
(1923-1929), once said, “Nothing in this world can take the
place of persistence. Talen will not; nothing is more com-
mon than unsuccessful men with talent. Genius will not;
unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education will
not; the world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and
determination alone are omnipotent. The slogan ‘press
on’ has solved and always will solve the problems of the
hurnan race,” (Bits and Pieces).

Stay fit

The two truths identified in this verse will enable all sol-
diers of Christ Jesus to “press on.” First, to endure, a sol-
dier must be fit. The Greek word for “good” used in this
verse is kaaos. This word denotes that which is intrinsi-
cally good, and so it is goodly, fair, beautiful, noble, excel-
lent or superior (Vires pg. 164, Lenski pg. 780). Thus, the
call is to become a noble or a superior soldier of Christ Je-
sus. An excellent or superior soldier, in my opinion, is both
physically and spiritually fit.

Soldiers are expected to develop and to maintain phys-
ical fitness. Each branch of our nation’s military requires
grueling training exercises that aim at strengthening each
soldier’s endurance. As soldiers of Christ Jesus, we need
to be vigilant regarding our physical fitness, for our physi-
cal condition impacts our emotional, mental and spiritual
capabilities. Consequently, we as soldiers of Christ Jesus
need to discipline ourselves to eat propetly, exercise reg-
ularly and get a proper amount of rest.

Soldiers are also encouraged to develop and to main-
tain spiritual fitness. General John W. Vessey, JIr,, former
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, made this comment,
“The spiritual health of the Armed Forces is as impottant
as the physical health of its mermnbers or the conditions of
the equipment.”

General George C. Marshall, forrner Chief of Staff of the
Army, once said, “I look upon the spiritual life of the sol-
dier as even more important than his physical equipment

. The soldier’s heart, the soldier's spiri, the soldier’s
soul are everything, Unless the soldier’s soutl sustains hirn,
he cannot be relied upon and will fail himself and his
couniry in the end.”

Needless to say, as soldiers of Christ Jesus, we must
seek to grow in our relationship with our Heavenly Father
and Loving Lord. We must have as our number one prior-
ity to know the Lord and to grow in our intimacy with Him.
To endure, a good soldier of Christ Jesus is fit, both physi-
cally and spiritually.

Stay Facused
Second, to endure, a soldier must be focused. Verse 3

begins with the compound word, Zuykakoralnoov, which
literally means “Suffer ill or evil with.”

Soldiers are called upon to suffer hardships. Frequent .
deployments, field training exercises and separation from
family are only a few of the hardships our nation’s military
personnel endure. A soldier does not have a 40 to 60-hour
work week. He is a soldier 24 - 7. His body, his time and
his talents belong to the military.

When on leave, he is subject to recall at any time,
Moreover, when duty calls, he is expected to put his life on
the line without hesitation. Needless to say, soldiering is a
tough, demanding vocation.

Likewise, soldiers of Christ Jesus are calied upon to suffer
hardships. Paul informed the soldiers of the Lord Jesus in
Philippi, “For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not
only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him” (Phil. 1:29).
We have been granted the gift of belief and of suffering.

Henri Nouwen writes, “Your life is not going to be easy,
and it should not be easy. It ought to be hard. It ought to
be radical; it ought to be restless; it ought to lead you to
places you'd rather not go.”

Booker T. Washington once said, “No man should be
pitied because every day of his life he faces a hard, stub-
born problem . . .. It is the man who has no problems to
solve, no hardships to face, who is to he pitied .. . . He has
nothing in his life which will strengthen and form his char-
acter, nothing to call out his latent powers and deepen
and widen his hold on life.”

In addition, Paul reminded his fellow soldier, Timothy,
that he was not alone in his suffering. Paul uses the com-
pound verb, Zuykoxorobnsov, “Suffer ill or evil with.”
One of the consoclations we have as soldiers of Christ Je-
sus is that we are not alone in our suffering.

First and foremost, our Commander-in-Chief, the Lord
Jesus Himself, is with us, He will never leave us nor forsake
us. Second, all soldiers of the cross have endured and are
enduring similar sufferings (Il Tim. 3:12). So, stay focused!

Advice Regarding Entanglements {2:4)

Soldiers in our nation's military, as well as soldiers of
the cross must guard against all distractions and entan-
glements involving “the affairs of life.” In Il Timothy 2:4,
Paul provides to his fellow-soldier, Timothy, the keys to
overcoming entanglernents.

Remember Freedom

First, a soldier must remember his freedom. The Greek
word translated “entangleth” (KJV) or “gets invoived” (NIV}is
gumAgken which hterally means “to weave.” Moreover, this
verb can be translated in the middie voice (entangles himself)
or the passive voice (afforus hirmself to become entangled).

A soldier does not entangle himself in civilian affairs
nor does he allow hirnself to become entangled in civilian
affairs, because he is now free to be a soldier. He has
stepped out of the civilian fife and into the military life.
Likewise, a good soldier of Christ Jesus does not entangle
himself nor does he allow himself to become entangled in
temporal, earthly affairs, because he has been freed to
pursue eternal, heavenly affairs.

Fellow-soldiers of the cross, f urge you to guard agamst
two extremes: liberalism and legalasm Both are entangle-
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