



































and what those savings will earn
compounded to retirement. Accu-
mulating sufficient retirement assets
requires just three things: savings,
earnings and time. Pardon the paro-
dy, but the greatest of these is time.

Here is the retirement savings good
news: time is your greatest ally in accu-
mulating assets . . . when you are young.
If you aren't, it can be a terrible foe.

About now some of you are saying,
“Well, [ will trust the Lord to provide for
me.” I remind you that He may have al-
ready been providing during the work-
ing years.

Should a Christian really be con-
cerned about his personal retirement
years? Our earthly future is uncertain
and we are instructed to live by faith.
Besides, retirement has only been
possible for ordinary folks during the
last 100 years or so anyway.

Although the Bible addresses retire-
ment only briefly or indirectly, it does
deal with greed. There is a short refer-
ence to the retirernent age of priests as
50 in Numbers 8. Consider the ant in
Proverbs 6:6, the admonishment to pro-
vide in [ Timothy 5 and, of course, the
classic picture of Joseph's gathering for
seven years in Egypt to distribute during
the famine. Read especially Genesis
45:5, 7. In light of these, preparing for the
future—retiremnent if you will—does not
seem anti-Bible, anti-God nor anti-faith.

God should control our savings and
accumulation as much as our present
income. He urges us to be generous
and willing to share whether we have
little or much. By restraining ourselves
during the earning yecars there will be
some for the yearning years. Having
more than we require at retirement is
much mere desirable than having too
little. A generous soul can always re-
distribute the excess.

If the things are being taken care of,
then we need {o consider our emo-
tionat preparation.

Starf considering now when your
retirement day will come.

No matter what you can offer the
church today, there is coming a time
when either you or the church will
feel you can no longer meet the de-
mands. Let me suggest that you be-
gin now to accept the fact that one
day you will need to retire,

Look at your personality today.

You are building each day the person
you will be down the road, Be sure you
are putting into your life the things you
will enjoy for years. Retirement will not
increase your interest in anything. It will
give you more time {o be what you are
becoming. Make sure you will be the
kind of person your spouse will enjoy,
appreciate and respect.

Continue, or begin, developing in-
terest in a number of things. Learn
about your community and the peo-
ple where you live. Get acquainted
with your local library. Check on the
needs—area ministries or social ser-
vices. Take up a hobby,

Remember you are a social creature.
You need to be involved with other peo-
ple. Remember that pet owners gener-
ally out-live people who live alone.

Start sorne type of exercise program.
Check with your doctor, and remermber
that walking is one of the least stressful
and most beneficial exercises. Those
who can't do anything else can do iso-
meftic exercises. f recently read that just
tensing the muscles while seated on a
long flight will help eliminate blood clots
in the legs. Do something.

You are more important than the
work you do.

Regardless of the pressures and
frustration you feel in your work, your
job often becomes a significant part
of who you are. Leaving your job is
often threatening to more than just
the loss of your income,

Retirement is not the end of life.
New federal figures indicate the av-
erage 65-year-old can expect to five
another 25 years or more.

Retirement is the transition from
doing what you must do to earn a liv-
ing (even when you enjoy it so much
you would do it for free) to doing
what you want to for fulfillment. It
may also include working for pay to
sustain or supplement income.

Preparing for retirement requires al-
lowing Christ to mold you inside so
that you can enjoy who you are, When
that is achieved, others will enjoy being
in your company and the image of
Christ will be clearly seen. Retirement
will be full and complete regardless of
whether it is short or long, well fi-
nanced or not.

Christian workers should look for
areas to serve where they are wanted,
needed and are comfortable. When
that work is rendered without the need
for reimbursement, it qualifies in the
Lord’s more blessed category. It adds a
special flavor to the golden years.

Retirgment Is an Opporiunity

What does a retired Christian work-
er do? Those who love fishing will fish,
golfers will golf, travelers travel, readers
read—but no one does any of those
things all the time. It is important for
each of us to develop an interest in a
number of things. Try several things
and find those that are right for you.

Some retired pastors have said to
me, “I'm having a hard time in retire-
ment, I'm not important to anyone any
mere.” Well, there are many smaller
churches that could and would use a
retired man if he were available. But to
pastor after reaching retirement age
simply from the need for income or
emotional addiction is not good.,

The post-retirerment pastor may not
be able to provide the shepherding he
desires or the church may reach a
point where it wants and needs a
change, Part of life is to have some sig-
nificance and retirement shouid not di-
minish that. However, it will require
some changes in the way we use our
time and how we are gratified.

How should Christians, especially
those who have given their lives in ser-
vice, approach retirement? There are
so many questions. How much will |
need in retirement? Where will [ live?
What wili [ do with all that time? Will |
maintain my health? Will [ need to get
a part-time job? How will [ relate to my
church? . . . denomination? m
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