




















Brethren, we are not the enemy!
Some might say, “What does it hurt?
We don't agree on many issues. Why
dor’'t we just splinter and get with those
with whom we agree?” [ believe it does
make a difference. And it does hurt.
There are five things that happen when
we view our brothers as the enemy.

If causes us to demonize our brothers.

In any sort of war it is important for
military and political leaders to create
an image of the enemy which is as bad
as possible. In military terms it is called
“nsychological operations” (psy-ops),
or “propaganda.” In these operalions
the complete truth is sacrificed for the
end result, to demonize the enemy.

Perhaps this is to be expected in
military combat, but it surely is a sad
day when it becomes common fare
among brothers and sisters in Christ.
Instead, we should be careful about
one another’s reputation and endeav-
or as much as possible to live peace-
ably with all men. Scripture (i.e. Ro-
mans 12:10) and our Covenant (para-
graph 5) have much to say about how
we {reat a brother.

We are not able fo enjoy the victories

of others.

We hear of some major victory in
the ministry of someone else, some-
one who is “riot on our side.” Imme-
diately, we view it with suspicion and
try to explain it away. Paul said to “re-
joice with them that rejoice,” {(Rom.
12:15), yel we lose the opportunity {0
do so when we are cynical of anoth-
er’s motives, methods or means.

We start using non-flatfering biblical
anafogies o describe each other,

When speaking passionately on
areas of disagreement, if we are not
careful, we can compare those with
whom we disagree {o a whole host
of negative characters in the Bible.
By association they become the un-
believing Jews who refused to enter
the Promised Land or the 10 unbe-
lieving spies, any number of refer-
ences to false prophets, Ahab or one
of the other compromising kings,
Sanballat and Tobiah, the Pharisees,
the Judaizers or other examples.

The best of God's people will dis-
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agree with each other, but let us take
great caution not to overstate the case
and compare men of God to those
who will not join the redeemed in
Heaven, Once again, God’s Word
urges us fo bear with one another with
all lowliness, meekness and longsuf-
fering (Eph. 4:2).

We cease fo learn from each other.

The factis, at times we are in error
and someone needs to bring that to
our aftention. But the cautions and
concerns raised by “the enemy” are
always ignored, many times at our
own peril. When viewed as “the en-
emy,” we take as much stock in their
concerns as Nehemiah did the
words of Sanballat and Tobiah.

We need to remember that when
we identify sorneone as an adversary
we cease to have an impact from
them, and they cease fo learn from
us as well. When you are being at-
tacked, you don't care that the per-
son altacking you may have a valid
point. Instead of aggression, let us
practice I Thessalonians 5:11.

We cannot encourage each other

when cast down.

We all have friends who have been
deeply discouraged and at the point of
quitting. Likewise, we all have friends
who have fallen. But we are more
prone to help and encourage a brother
than we are an enemy (even though
Jesus encouraged us to help even our
enemies—Matt. 5:43-46).

Being discouraged, or even falling
into sin, is not the direct result of any
ideological persuasion. If we are not
careful, instead of reaching down to
help and encourage, we can feel that
“they are just getting what they de-
served.” Because of the potential
judgment which may ensue, many
wounded people never seek help
until it is too late. [sn't Galatians 6:2-3
clear along this line?

Doing Things Differently

So what is my point? Are we just {0
agree with each other for the sake of
unity? Do 1 suggest unity at any cost?
Should we not bring up issues we feel
are vital? Let me assure you, I don’t be-
lieve that disagreements will stop until

we all gather round the throne in
Heaven and the Lord straightens us all
out. There are things I feel strongly
about, and [ plan to vocalize thern. But
I am committed to doing a few things
differently.

| am not going to demonize my
brother with whom [ disagree. [ want
to enjoy the victories of others, even
those whose methods [ may never
adopt. And by the way, if you want to
soil the victory banner of someone
else, please don't share it with me.
Life is too short and defeats come
too often to the best of us.

[ cornmit not o use biblical analo-
gies of unbelievers in scripture to corm-
pare to anyone who is my brother. As
God is my helper, [ do not want to un-
fairly use the leverage of scriptwre in
this way, And I want to learn as much
as [ can from everyone who loves our
Lord. This one is not always easy, and
it will not be for me. But by God’s grace
[ want to be a gracious leamer.

And finally, ] want to be able to ft
up my brothers and sisters, no matter
what “side” they are on, One good way
is to sincerely pray for each other. No
harm can come of that. And, when we
hear of a brother going through a tough
fime, let’s rally and try to help.

1 am one of those people who firmly
believes that we can do more together
than we can ever do apant. [ just have fo
believe, and { think you will agree with
me, that if the democrats and republi-
cans can stand on the capital hill steps
and sing, “God Bless America,” together,
then there should be a way for Free Wil
Baptists to bind together and accorm-
plish something significant for His name
around the world. &
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anything—any person, hobby, philoso-
phy, purpose, career or church—to get
between God and me.

The first Commandment challeng-
es me to take my relationship with
God serjously. Habit number one is
foundational. If God is not first in.my
life, something else will be.

I grew up in a Christiant home, was
baptized at age 6 and called into ministry
al 15, Surely, I am not tempted to break
this Commandment. When [ look into
my heart, | kmow the temptation is there.
There is always the temptation to climb
the ladder of success, pursuing titles and
prestige, instead of obeying God.

Furthermore, I must constantly fight
the desire to pursue possessions. God
has set me free, but if | don't keep Him
first, I can walk right back into bondage,
wrapping the chains of materialisim tight-
ly around miy neck, wrists and anldes.

If I am not careful, I can place powwer
or people before my relationship with
God. Sometimes I place my feelings be-
fore God and push my personal agerr-
das ahead of His plans for me. These
things point io the one being  am tempt-
ed to place before Him every day; that
being is self. All atternpts to remove God
from the center of my life are selfish ef-
forts to place rre before Hint.

Itis easy to say the words, “God s first
in my life,” but is He? A few years ago my
computer contracted a virus without my
knowing i, and [ have no idea how
many files it infected before it was dis-
covered, After it was repaired, 1 had no
other choice but to purchase a virus
scan. Now, every ime the computer is
fumed on and every time a disc is in-
serfed, my computer aulomatically
scans {or viruses, cleaning any it finds.

Sormetimes | place things before God
unintenfionally. Before [ know if, my spir-
itual life is infected with a virus. | have
discovered two questions I can ask my-
self that serve as a virus scan in my life.
The two questions test everything (o see
if anything has come before God,

Wha is My Source of Self-Worih?

Who do ] look to for acceptance and
approval? if my sell-worth is wrapped up
in what I do, then my career (even
though [ am a pastor) has becorme my
god. If | feel infedor because others
have more than me, then possessions
have become my god. If [ keep rules
and regulations to ratify my life, then
religion has become my god.
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My self-worth needs to focus on my
refationship with God. If no one else
loves me, God loved me enough to die
for me. If 1 never amount to a hill of
beans, God says as | obey His Com-
mandments that [ will be a treasured
possession, part of His kingdom of
priests and a citizen in His holy nation.

What is My Primary Considerafion in
Decision-Making?

If I base my decisions solely on fi-
nances, if every decision 1 make is based
on personal happiness, if | make deci-
sions based entirely on an effort to please
someone else, guess who my god is.

The Bible tells me, “Trust in the Lord
with all thine heart and lean not unto
thine own understanding; in all thy ways
acknowledge him and he shall direct
thy paths.” ** Like my selfsworth, my de-
cisions are to be based on rmy relation-
ship to God and His will for my life.

Conclusion

C. S, Lewis said, “Our problem in
life s not that we love things too much
but that we love God (oo little.” Twill be
a success the momeni I put God first in
every area of my life. How do | do that?
How do [ make sure He is FLR.S.T?

F ~ Follow through with my profession of faith.

God will only ba first in my life when | ask Him to
be st As a child, | asked Jesus infe my heart; us o
teenager, ! recommitied myself o Him and surrendered
my fife fo His will. Now, as o pestar, every day { need to
give my fife fo Him and follow through witl that pro-
fession af faith | made yeors ago. It's net enough that
He was {irst yesterday. He must be first today.

{ —~ Include God in every aspect of my life.

Fam an organized person with o fendency fo segment
my life—ihis part for my family, shis part for my minishry,
ihis part for me and ihis port {a smoll cormer in the hack]
for God. Suecess doosn't work that way. If | asn to be suc-
cessul, Vanust put God first in every aspect of my dife.

R -~ Rely on God for guidance and direciion,

Sometimes, in spite of my bast efforts to make God
first, | fall back into the sin of relying on myself. Afier-
wards | pray for God to clean up the mess and make
everything better. | need o constastly remind mysedf that
the Bible “.. . is a fomp unto my feet and a fight umo my
path”™ and thet God has promised, “If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 1o all men lber-
ally, and uphraideth not; ond it shall be giver him,” ™
S — Stand up for what is right.

This can be costy, even in ministry. It is never right to
do wrong, and it is never wrong to do right. When { place
God first in my life, | wilt stand up for what is right at ol
times and n ofl places.

T - Tell others about Christ.

The best way to demansirate thet God is first in
my life is by telling others about Jesus Christ. Evervone
wants to be successfol, If| know the answer, don't you
think  should tefl others, especiadly those | ove?

The first habit of a highly success-
ful person is that God is first in all ar-
cas of life.

Lord, forgive me for the times
when something or someone else has
been first. I give You my life, asking
You to be first in all areas. Amen. &

Endnotes

1. | would love fo hear from you with your questions
and comments. Please feel free to email me of
kevin@fronklincommunitychurch.org.

2. Numerous studies have shown thai 96% of Amer-
icans hefieve in God, gods or some sort of Higher
Power. One such study, and one good rescuree 1o
check regulurly, is Borna Research Online, ot
www barno.org.

3. Token from an urticle from Barag Research Onting
titted, "The State of the Church, 2000." In the ear-
[y 19905 nearly half of all adults were found in
thurch on Sunday. Now, however, only 2B% of Ba-
by Busters (18- 24 year olds); and only 55% of
adulis over 55, attend church weekly.

4. George Barna. 1996. The Index of Spiritual Indi-
cators. Dallas: Word Publishing, 92,

 Ihid.

. wwnhorno.org. “Stewardship,”

. The Index of Spiritual Indicators, 99,
. Deuvteronomy 4:24.

. Matthew 22:37-40. Jesus was quoting from
Devteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18.

0. A poruphiase of Exodus 19:5-6,
1. Exodus 20:1-3.

2. Romans 6:17-18.

3. Proverhs 3:5-6.

4. Psalm 119:105.
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5. Jumes 1:5.

ABQUT THE WRITER: Dr. Kevin Riggs pestors Frankin
Frae Witl Baptist Church in Fronklin, Tennessee.

























































