





























have been limes in my life when | have
treated God the same way. When | am
in trouble, and not feeling well, He is just
a prayer (or a nurse’s button) away. |
want a God who is there to serve me,
meet my every need and remove every
pain. When I don't need God, I want
Him to stay out of the way, but be avail-
able at a moment’s notice,

S - Santa Claus

Santa is a jolly old man who exists to
grant every wish, Oh sure, he keeps a list
of who's naughty or nice, but sormehow,
come Christmas Eve, the list is forgotten.

If 1 am not careful, I wili treat God
like Santa Claus. [ will make out a list of
what [ want and expect Him to deliver.
When He does deliver, I might leave
him cockies and milk. If He doesn’t de-
liver, there is always the Easter Bunny
or the Tooth Fairy to comfort me.

All these views are my attempts to
shape God into the image | think He
should be instead of accepting Him
for who He is. Each view violates the
second commandment,

if the second commandment says,
“Thou shalt not make unto thee any gra-
ven image . . ., then the second habit
states, a highly successful person acceplts
God on God'’s ferims. I must accept God
unconclitionally, 1 must understand who
God is, and ! must accept God for who
He is. In the second commandment God
gives me some clues as to who He is.

1. God is holy

To say God is holy means He is per-
fect. After crossing the Red Sea, Moses
and his sister Mirlam, sang, “Who is like
unto thee, O Lord, among the gods?
Who is like thee, glorious in holiness?™

As a holy God, He expects me to be
holy as well. God said to Moses, “Sancti-
Iy yourselves therefore, and be ye holy.”

A highly successful person accepis
the fact God is holy and expects him fo
be holy as well. A successful person
quits malking excuses and quits Jooking
for a God who will say, “Oh, Kevin, |
know you didn't mean to do that. No
one’s perfect. Forget about it. Compared
to other people you are not so bad.”

2. God is just

As ajust God, He has every right to
place the “iniquity of the fathers upon

the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me.™
Sounds harsh, doesr’t it? It's not meant
to be. It's just a statement of fact.

3. God is fove

Through love God created hu-
mankind after His image and in His
likeness.” Qut of love He gave Adam
and Eve a free will. Adam and Eve
abused this free will and as a result sin
entered the world.” Because God is
holy, He could not simply turn away
and ignore sin. Sin had to be pun-
ished, and the just punishment for sin
was eternal separation from God.

Miraculously and mercifully, howev-
er, God demonstrated how much He
loved us by sending Jesus to pay the
penalty for sin. The cross represents
God's love, justice and holiness. God’s
holiness is fundamental, God's justice
is sure. But His love is far greater.

He said, “And showing mercy un-
to thousands of them that love me
and keep my commandments.”"
God’s love forgives me of my sins,
breaks any curse that is on my fami-
ly and prepares the way to bless my
family [or centuries to come,

Conclusion

McAutey Water Street Mission” was
narmed for Jerry McAuley. His father, a
counterfeiter, fled home to escape the
law; his mother languished in prison,
so his grandmother raised him. When
she couldr't control him, he was sent
to New York where he lived under the
docks, drinking, fighting and stealing
frorm boats. In 1857 he was caught and
sent fo Sing Sing Prison.

One Sunday while in prison McAuley
was herded to chapel. He was moody
and miserable untl he glanced on the
platform and recognized a well-known
prizefighter, Orville Gardner. The boxer
told of finding Jesus, and McAuley lis-
tened attentively. He socon began reading
the Bible, page after page, day alter day.

Finally one night, resolving to kneel
unti] he found forgiveness, he prayed
and prayed. He later wrote in his jour-
nal, “All at once it seemed something
supernatural was in my room. I was
afraid to open my eyes; the tears
rolled off my face in great drops, and
these words came to me, ‘My son, thy
sins, which are many, are forgiven.”

He was released in 1864 and devot-

ed the rest of his life to rescuing other in-
comigibles. Twenty years later, on Sep-
ternber 18, 1884, the huge Broadway
Tabemacle was packed for his funeral.
His Water Street Mission has been a
haven of hope for over 10X years.

McAuley broke the curse of his
parents and lived out the promise of
God, Jerry McAuley understood the
meaning of success, and his success
continues to this day.

What about you? Have you broken
the second commandment? Have you
formed an image of God based on
what you think He should be? Have
you accepted God for who He is? Is
your life a success? Are you preparing
the way for your family to be blessed
for generations fo come? |

1. 1 would love to hear from you with your ques-
tions and comments, Please feal free to emuit
me at kevin @franklincommunitychurch.org.

2. Exodus 20.4. The full Commandment is found in
Exodus 20:4-6.

3. Exodus 20:4.

4. William Paley, an English dergyman, published his
Nartural Theology in 1802. In this work he argued for
God's existenice on the basis of design in the world.
From this wark comes the famous waich analogy:
The world is o God os o watth is to a watchmaker,

5. Exodus 20:4.

6, Exodus 15:11.

7. Leviticus 207,

8. Exodus 20:5.

9. Genesis 2:26.

10. Genesis 3:1-8; Romans 5:12.

11. Exodus 20:6. The NIV translates this verse shawing
a deor contrast from 20:5. The NIV reads, “... . hut
showing love to o thousand generations of these
who love and keep my commagdments.”

12. The story of Jarry McAuley was taken from Rob

Morgan's devotional hook, Gn This Day (Septem-

ber 18}, with o few minar changes and adapta-

tions to fit the present context.
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