





























reputation as a sovereign, holy God.

3. A name signifies uniqueness

There are many people with the
name, “Kevin.” Chances are there is
even someone else named “Kevin
Riggs." But I doubt if there is anyone
else in the whole world named,
“George Kevin Riggs.” [ know [ am the
only Mr, Misty Riggs.” No matter what
a person’s name, and no matter how
mary people may share that name,
each name signifies uniqueness.
There is only one you. There is only
one God, and He is the great [ Am,

4, A name signifies authority

Not Jong ago a volunteer in my
church’s children’s worship told me that
when my son, Zachary, acts up, all they
have to do is say, “I'm going to tell your
daddy,” and he straightens up. “Daddy”
carries authority, even when daddy is
not around, Likewise, God’s name car-
ries with it authority and respect,

5. A name signifies relationship

The most important aspect of
God's name is that it signifies His de-
sire to be known by us. God wants to
have a relationship with you and me.
God desires to be known, and He
has made Himself known by His
name. God has introduced Himself
to me and wants me to know Him
and make Him known to others.

The Third Commandment

The Third Commandment reads,
“Thou shalt not take the name of the
Lorp® thy God in vain; for the Lorp will
not hold him guiltiess that taketh his
name in vain,”®

When [ was growing up, [ was con-
vinced that taking the Lord’s name in
vain was so serious a violation that
God would strike me dead the very
moment I did so. However, misusing
the name of God goes far beyond us-
ing it in profanity. The word “vain”
means {0 abuse or misuse,

When | call out to God without
committing myself to Him, and when |
want His power without being person-
ally changed, I am taldng the name of
God and treating It as if It were nothing.
As a Christian, when  claim to be one
thing butby my actions prove to be an-

other, I am breaking this Command-
ment, When | am hypocritical, | give
God a bad name.

When | try to manipulate God
through my selfish prayers, I am abusing
God’s name. My selfish prayers do noth-
ing more than treat God like a genie ina
lamp. [ once heard a person put if this
way, “The reason our prayers are so in-
effective is because we have put all our
begs in one ask-it.”™ When [ try to bar-
gain with God, I am misusing His name
and violating the Third Commandment.

My irreverence toward the sacred is
another way | violate this Command-
ment. When I come to worship each
week unprepared to enter into God'’s
presence and when | approach wor-
ship in an insincere matter, [ violate the
Third Commandment.

As a pastor, when [ stand before
the people to proclaim “a word from
God,” but | have not spent my time
with God in His Word, | am taking His
name in vain, When [ stand in front
of God, take vows, make promises
and then break them, 1 have misused
and abused the name of the Lord.

Habit #3

The most basic, and most over-
looked, lesson behind the Third Com-
mandment is the fact that God has a
name. He has revealed Himself to
me. He is knowable, and He wanis
me to know Him. God created me to
have a relationship with Him, and He
provided the way for that relationship
through Jesus, Furthermore, God has
given me the responsibility {o make
Him known to others.”

Now that I understand what the
Third Commandment is, what is the
third habit? The third habit is: A highly
successful person knows God person-
ally and makes Him known publicly.

The whole Bible can be summa-
rized in one sentence: Trough faith in
Jesus, artyone can be brought back in-
to a right relationship with God. God al-
ready knows me. Now He wants me to
know Him, and He wants me to make
Him known to others.” If [ desire to be
a success, [ will strive to know God in-
timately, and 1 wilt work hard to make
Him known to others, It is impossible
to know God and male Him known,
and at the same time be a failure.

What about you? Is your life truly a
success? The message behind the

Third Commandment is that God
loves you, He knows you and wants to
be known by you. God has given you
His name. Don't abuse it or misuse it.
Instead, get to know God better and
make Him known to others. m

Endnotes

1.t would love 1o hear from you with your questions
and commenss. Pieose feel free to emoil me of
kevin@ ronklincommunitychusrch.org,

Exodus 3:1-12.
Exodus 3:13.
Exadus 3:34.

God's neme—-Yohweh or Jehevoh, became so so-
cred ta the Israelites thot they refused fo pranounce it
out foud. Daing so was o viclation of the Third (om-
mondment. The only exception wos one day per year,
on Yo Kippur, the haliest day of the year, But even
on that doy, orly the High Priest wouid proraunce
God’s name, and he would onéy do so within the Haly
of Holies. Compare the Isroelites ottitude with aur
fiippont, cosual use of God's nome.

6. Proverbs 22.1.

7. When [ wos in groduate schaolin Doyion, Tennesses,
there wos o local postor my age who was named
Kevin Riggs. His first nome, therkfully, wos not
George!

B. Justso thare is no confusicn, Misty Riggs is my wife's
noms,

9. Hisimportont fo note the “Lors” is in oll cagitols. In
the 0id Testoment this signifies that the Hebrew word
being fronsloted is the nnme God gove Moses in Bx-
odus 3. Thus, “Lore™ is not adonal, but it is God's
persenol nome,

10, Exodus 20.7.

1.1 don’t remember who | heard soy this, or where |
read 1, but § know it was nol osiginal with me.

12. I} Corinthians 5:20-21.
13. I Corinthians 5:20-21.
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