

















Assume Responsibility

It's interesting that Jarmes uses a
fishing term to describe our entice-
ment to sin (like baiting a hook) and a
hunting term to describe the drawing
us away 1o sin (the baiting of a trap):
“Buf every man is tempted, when he
is drawn away of his own lust, and en-
ticed,” (James 1:14).

Yes, we're tempted by Satan and the
world-systern, but how we respond to
the bait is our own perscnal responsibil-
ity. We are drawn away by our own
lust—our own individual sinful and self-
ish desires, When man sins, he has only
one person to blame—himself.

Meditate on God’s Word

While in the wilderness, Jesus
faced the tempter and resisted him
through the scriptures. Jesus used the
Word of God to detect the bait, disarm
the trap and defeat the temnpter.

The psalmist wrote, “Thy word
have [ hid in mine heart, that I might
not sin against thee,” (Ps. 119:11). As
God’s Word fills the mind and controls
the thinking, we are then equipped to
apply it in everyday, real-life situafions,
Use “the sword of the Spirit” with pre-
cision to detect and beat temptation.

Trust God and Not Yourself

The moment you thirnk you stand,
look out for the big falll (I Cor. 10:12).
Without God's saving, sustaining and
sanctifying grace, we're no match for
the world, the flesh or the devil. When
our brother or sister lapses into sin, that's
prime time to guard ourselves against
the sin of pride and comparison.

We'll say, “Oh, that would never
happen to me,” or “} would never do
that.” But Paul said, “Consider thyseif,
lest thou also be temipted,” (Gal, 6:1).

Fear the Lord

Solomon wrote, “And by the fear
of the Lorp men depart from evil,”
(Prov. 16:6). To successfully and con-
sistently beat temptation, we must
live in the awareness of God’s pres-
ence. He watches and weighs our
every word, thought, motive, action
and deed (Prov. 5:21b).

David wrote, “Stand in awe, and
sin not,” (Ps, 4:4a). A high and holy
view of God should stop us dead in

our tracks when we even consider
sin, let alone commit it. God’s holi-
ness is motive for our holiness when
He says, “Be ye holy; for [ am holy.”

Make No Provision for the Flesh

There was a story told of a little
boy excited about going to summer
camp. Because of his recent illness,
his parents made it clear that if he
went fo camp, under no circum-
stance should he go swimming.

When he returned from camp, his
mother found his swimming trunks
amcng his dirty clothes. Immediately
she went to him and asked, “Didn’t
we tell you to not go swimming?”

“Mommy,” he said, “I didn't go
swimming.”

“Then why did you take your
swimming frunks?” she asked.

“Just in case I was tempted to go
swimming,” he replied.

In his case, he did what others so
often do . . . “make provision for the
flesh,” (Rom. 13:14).

You know what your own particu-
lar weakness is, so don't feed it. Don’t
fan the flame. If you're made out of
dynamite, don’t stoke blast furnaces!

Consider the Consequences

When Just is conceived it gives
birth to sin, and when sin is finished, it
gives birth to death {(James 1:15). Sin
is out for the kill. It will kill our joy and
testimony. It ldlls: marriages, families,
ministries, relationships, jobs and ca-
reers, even local churches.

Be Accountable

Because we're members one of an-
other, we must be accountable to one
another. For instance, we're called to
consider one another, provoke one an-
other unto love and good works, ad-
monish and exhort cne another,

Accountability helps prevent us
from falling, but if we fall, account-
ability also helps in the purifying
process (Eccl. 4:9-10).

Watch and Pray

Jesus said to His disciples, “Watch
and pray, that ye enter not into tempta-
tion: the spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak,” (Matt, 26:41). Watching
keeps us alert for our adversary, while

prayer acknowledges our weakness
and God's ability.

In the model prayer, Jesus reminds
us that our need to confess sin is a con-
stant reminder to trust God and not
owrselves (Luke 11:4).

Be Filled with the Spirit

Paul said, “Walk in the Spirit, and ye
shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh,”
(Gal. 5:16). Day-by-day, moment-by-
moment, we are to continually vield to
the Spirit’s control. Only through a Spir-
it-filled and scripture-filled life, are we
able to resist and conquer ternptation.

Focus on Christ

Did you know that according to His
divine power, Jesus has already given
us all things that pertain to kife and god-
liness? (I Pet. 1:3). When we give in to
temptation, it's simply our failure to ap-
preciate cur full satisfaction in Christ,
and apply the all-sufficiency of Christ.

Temptation is common to us all,
But, because Jesus Himself felt the
full force of temptation, He is ever-
ready and able to run to your cry and
give you aid (Heb. 2:18, 4:15-16). m
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brushing their faces with cool and welcorme respite from the
desert heat.

To any casual observer it would have been obvious that
this pair had watched many sunsets together, comfortable
in the silence of their companionship. With unvoiced re-
gret the elder rider broke the spell of silence. “Well, pard-
net, this is it. This is where we part ways.”

At his unexpected words his younger companion
jerked as if stung. “What! You have to be kidding! We've
come so far! Just a few more miles and we’ll be there. You
... you can't leave now!”

His dark eyes bumed as the younger rider tumed and faced
his cornpanion. “Down there in that fittle bunch of shacks is the
job we came to do, the mission we set out o accomplish.
Weren't you the one who convinced me to drop everything to
come with you? Wasn't it you who said that this was the most
important thing [ would ever do? Didn't we spend months
working, practicing . . . getting ready for this moment? How can
you think about leaving now?"

A quiet chuckle met the passionate, sornewhat accusing
speech. The old man tumed slowly with a wistful grin on his
face, “The truth is, son, I'd love to go charging into that town
with you tomorrow. I'd love to see the looks on their faces
when you confront them. It wasn't so long ago that [ was just
like you—ready to take on the world with nothing but
courage and a fast horse! But now . . . well, now my path lies
yonder across them mountains. I done my job, and my &
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is gone. | showed you how important this mission is, and !
taught you everything 1 know {0 help you pull it off. You're
ready all right, with or without me.

“And don't go gittin’ the wrong idea. [ ain’t riding off into the
sunsel or planning fo hang up my spurs anytime soor. m
gonna be busy with some plans of roy own, ., plans I've put off
a long, long time jest to get you ready for tomorrow.”

Their eyes locked, student and teacher, each trying des-
perately to read the thoughts of the other. Suddenly, the eyes
of the younger softened. Swinging down from the saddle, he
walked over to his friend, reached up, and put a rough hand
on his arm.

“You're right, Doc,” he said gently. “I reckon it's time. But
that don’t mean | have to like it. How many trails have we rid-
den together? How many tight spots have we fought our way
out of? How many times have we had our backs to the wall
and a prayer on our ips? How many times have [ watched
you handle something that would make most men crumble?
But that never stopped you from doing right!

“Well, let me tell you something. Tomomrow moming,
when | walk down the street of that kttle town, you're walk-
ing with me . . . even though you're not really there. When
they see me, they'lf see you. When they hear me, they'll re-
mermber your voice.

“And when it comes to a showdown, well, ['m gonna to
do exactly what you taught me to do. I'm gonna look ‘em
in the eye and give it my best. And no matter what hap-
pens, [ know you'll be somewhere down the trail praying
for me."

For a brief moment, tears glimmered in Doc's eyes, but
then, after clearing his throat, he swung down from the sad-
die and began rummaging through his pack. “Whaddaya
say we make some good, strang coffee? It's been a long
day, and I'm not planning to pull out ‘til first light. .. ." a
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