















































idea. God commanded Adam and
Eve to have children; He knew what
they would have to do to procreate,
and He called that act “good.”s

Furthermore, since God created
sex, He has the right to place it with-
in boundaries. God says that within
marriage sex is beautiful,? but out-
side of marriage it is a sin.8

Second, God also wants o protect
me from defiling myself. Immorality
is no worse than any other sin, but no
other sin affects me like immorality.
All sin destroys, but immorality has
the potential to create life. Further-
more, the root cause of many peo-
ple’s emotional problems can be
traced to an abuse or misuse of sex.
God knows this and wants to protect
me from harming myself.

Third, God wants to protect me
from destroying my family, the end
result of adultery.

Provision.

Sormehow the union between
husband and wife is symbolic of a
believer’s union with Jesus Christ.
Marriage was designed to teach me
about God. Satan knows this; he also
knows if he can harm the marnage
relationship, he harms my under-
standing of God.

For example: Through faith I be-

came one with Christ. Through the
marriage act [ became one with my
wife. The latter is an illustration of the
former. If | misuse the oneness of
sex, I harrm my ability to understand
what it means to be one with Christ,
Marriage is sacred, the oneness of
the marriage relationship is holy.
" Sex is more than physical; it is
emotional and spirituat as well, With-
in marriage the sexual act draws two
people together, outside of marriage it
pulls two people apart. in the Old Tes-
tament, God used two different words
to describe this truth. One word re-
ferred to sex within mamage, the oth-
er for sex outside mamiage.

Within rnamage the word used was
vadah. The root meaning is “to know,”
“to experience,” “to understand” or “to
commit oneself to another.” In Genesis
4:1 the Bible reads, “And Adam knerv9
Eve his wife; and she conceived.” By
using the word yadah, God was saying
that within marriage there is an intima-
cy—a knowledge, an experience, an

understanding and a commitment of
one another—that cannot be achieved
outside marriage.

Qutside marriage, the word used
was shacab, meaning, “to lie with.”
There is no sense of inimacy or close-
ness in shacab. Shacab is a cold, un-
feeling word, nothing more than phys-
ical contact. By using these two words,
God was saying the result of sex within
marriage is one thing—intirnacy; while
the result of sex outside of marriage is
another thing—loneliness.

God desires to provide me with
the most loving, intimate, exciting re-
lationship in life, He provides that re-
lationship through marriage where
both partners are committed to God
and to each other. In that relation-
ship, not only do I grow closer to my
wife, | also grow closer to God.

Habit #7

The Seventh Commandment is
straightforward, “Thou shalt not
commit adultery.”t0 The seventh
habit is a combination of the Corn-
mandment and the teaching of Je-
sus.!l The seventh habit states: A
highly successful person remains
pure in attitudes and actions.

If I desire to be successful, [ rmust
commit myself to obeying God's
Word when it comes to my sexuality.
I must make the choice to remain
abstinent outside marriage and faith-
ful within marriage. If | desire to be
successful, I must understand sex to
be both a spiritual and physical act. |
must guard my thought life, and 1
must be careful what I watch, read or
listen to. If I desire to be successful, [
will remain pure and | will hold
God’s standard of morality high.

There are few sites more beautiful
than the Mississippi River. Every time ]
cross the bridge in Memphis from Ten-
nessee into Arkansas, 1 marvel at the
power and majesty of that river. For cen-
turies it has been the lifeblood of com-
merce and transportation in mid-Ameri-
ca. Most of the time this mighty river
flows peacefully and calmly, within its
banks, towards the Gulf of Mexico.

Periodically, however, the river ris-
es, causing severe flooding. At times
the Mississippi runs wild, overflow-
ing its banks, destroying farms,
homes, lives, Within its banks the riv-
er has tremendous benefits. Outside

its banks it is extrernely dangerous.

God’s gift of sex is like that river.
When it is kept within the banks of
marriage it is holy, beautiful, wonder-
ful. When we let it flood and over-
flow its banks, it becornes ugly, per-
verse and dangerous. God loves me
and wants what is best for me. He
had good reasons to command,
“Thou shalt not commit adultery,”
and a highly successful person will
obey that command. =

Endnotes

1. | would love fo heor from you with your ques-
tions and comments. Please feel free to email
me at kevin@franklincommunitychurch.org.

2. Quoted from Mustrations for Preaching & Teach-
ing from Leadership Journal, ed. Craig Brian
Larsen {Grond Rapids: Baker, 1993), 144,

Exodus 20:14.

Matthew 5:27-28.

Genesis 2:24.

Genesis 1:28-31.

Hebrews 13:4.

| Corinthians 6:18.

The Hebrew transloted “knew"” is yadoh.
10. Exadus 20:14.

11. Matthew 5:27-28.
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