











At Bob Jones, alang with his studies and long-distance courtship, he was
hath his society president ond leader of the infersociety basketball
thampionship team far three years.

* He wos also selected “Mr. Pulchritude,” for being the handsomest man on
campus, in bath his juniar and senior years.

While still a student, he became the commuting postor af Ashfand City
FWB Church in middle Tennessee, This huice- monthly, 150-mile trip,
one way, was usually made by train and bus, and the church poid him
§25 for each visit.

= Not long ofter graduation, he accepted the pastoral call back to Georgio.
In 1940, for example, he was pastor at four churches: Glennville,
Ebenezer, Aiobaha and Stoney Hill.

At the 1942 session of the Nationat Associotion, the Board of Education
and Brother L. R. Ennis asked him te head up the new Bible school,
stheduled $o open in September. He said he could not understand this,
but could only submit, once again, to the obviausly spiritual judgment of
the alder, more experienced men who seemed sure of God's leadership.
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And so it came fo pass, that on September 1, 1942, Broth-
er L. C. Johnson arrived at 3609 Richland Avenue, with his
farnily, to prepare for the opening of the new Bible school on
Septernber 15, He and his family, along with all the student
body, moved into the building and started what we might call
a “great experiment”: an atternpt to establish a successful ed-
ucational program for a denomination without one.
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Indeed, this was education for a people who were not
all that sure they wanted education. Te do that is not an
easy task. Nonetheless, we shall have to judge, at this
point 60 years later, that the great experiment has been
successful. That success can be atiributed, more than to
any other one person, to Dr. L. C. Johnson,

Here are some of the important things we must not
overlook:

= While some of those first leaders thought enly in terms of a Bible institute, Dr.
Johnson led the new college to a well-rounded program that includes both
sound hiblical content ond a generous care of Christian liberaf arts.
= Some of the most impariant features of life at Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
fege were begun by Dr. Jahnson, including the annuat Bible Conference
ond the requirement af Christian Service assignments for ol students.
= From its inception, the Bible College has emphasized missians and evan-
gelism. These are largely due to things Dr. Johnson did: bringing Miss
Laura Belle Barnard to the faculty that first year, for example; and the
beginning of the Christian Workers” Association for soul-winning ef-
forts.
When the Bible College was founded, there was fitile teaching abaut the
assurance of salvatian in the denominatian, That has changed for the
better, and the fion’s share of the credit must go o Dr. Johnson, who of-
ten had to withstand personal aftacks as a result of his emphasis on be-
ing saved and kept by faith alone,
There was also ittle theological sophistication in those days, Dr. Johnson
undertook courses like Arminian theclogy and literally introduced o
denominagion to its awn thealogical heritage.
= Furthermore, there were many different ideos abraad about Chiistian
fiving. Dr. Johnson insisted that this institution maintain high standards
of clean, Christian living, and thraugh that infuenced a denemination.

= At that point in time, most Free Will Baptist churches had part-time pas-
tors. Dr. Johnson gave the college a visien of full-time ministry and of
a conscientiaus, foithful pasterate majoring in the Word of Ged.

Any number of such things might be mentioned. A good
way to summarize is to point out what may not be so obvi-
cus. When the Bible College began, the dencmination might
literally have been led in any of several different directions.
Education has that potential—for bane or blessing.

Free Will Baptist Bible College helped shape the
course of the denormination for a new day. At the helmn, Dr.
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