














sticking our finger in someone’s face, condemning them
to Hell—where is the compassion?

Trendy Qutreach?

I could go on with story after story sharing how we
Free Will Baptists approach Muslims and immigrants
in general. On several occasions, [ have been ques
tioned as to the “why” of ministry to Muslims. | have
been fold | should stay home and minister and “Jet
them go to Heli” Another says,“That ministry is too
difficult; go where the harvest is”

I am struck with amazement at the suggestions, in
what chapter does the Bible qualify ministry only to
those whom we find easy? Tell that to the John Weavers
in Afghanistan, the Craig Portells of Mongolia, and to
those who have labored and not in vain, Gaze upon
the converts from Islam and dare say it is not worth it.

For some time now, these statements have been
eating away at me. The quintessential example came
at & men’s retreat. A man looked at me and asked,
“lsn’t Muslim ministry a little trendy?” This was said
with an audience and a smirk.

I replied that in the early 1960s there were more
missionaries to Alaska than to all the Mushim world
combined. If we were to line up 100 missionaries today,
only six would be working with Muslims. There are
over one biilion Mustims on the planet. After sharing
this information, | looked at him and said,*] hope to
God it becomes trendy’

Immigration Facts

Regarding that Muslim immigrant or Hindu: or Buddhist
or whoever living next door to you or in your com-
munity, the Center for Immigration Studies says:

+ The number of immigrants living in the United
States has more than tripled since 1970, from 9.6
million to 28.4 million.

- Immigration has become the determinate factor
in population growth. The 11.2 million immi-
grants who indicated they arrived between 1990
and 2000, plus the 6.4 million children born to
immigrants in the United States during the 1990s
are equal to almost 70 percent of U.S, population
growth over the last 10 years.

« The percentage of immigrants without a high
school diploma is 30 percent, more than three
times the rate for natives.

+ The poverty rate for immigrants is 50 percent
higher than that of natives, with immigrants and
their US-born children (under age 21) account-
ing for 22 percent of all persons living in poverty,.

6 Contact - April 2004

- Immigration accounts for virtually all the nation-
al increase in public school enrollment over the
last two decades. In 2000, there were 8.6 million
school-age children from immigrant families in
the United States.

Opportunity or Aggravation?

What do you see? Do you see schoal children who
need help? Do you see immigrants living in poverty?
Do you see people who need the gospel? Opportunity
or aggravation? Are you in a defensive posture or offen-
sive? Do you wish to win the argument or win a soul?

[ visited with a pastor friend who lives in a small
Missouri town. Its population is about 6,000, a fajrly
tight-knit community A Muslim doctor from Pakistan
recently moved in and works at the hospital in town.
This pastor shared a visit with one of his congregants
who had been very ill. As he knelt on the floor to pray,
he held the patient’s hand. He soon felt another hand
grasp his; the Muslim doctor knelt dowrn to pray as weli.

This deeply moved the pastor, knowing this
Muslim’s prayers would not be heard by a loving God.
He asked me how he could reach out to this man. My
response was to open his church on Fridays to pray
with this Muslim. Friday is the Muslim holy day, and
this man does not have a Mosque to attend in this
community. The pastor repiied,”! bet he would come
here and pray,and 1 could pray with him as well”

Strangers Among Us

His desire reminded me of Solomon’s prayer at the
dedication of the temple in 1l Chronicles 6:32-33,

“Moreover concerning the stranger, which is not of
thy pecple Israel, but is come from a far country for
thy great name’s sake, and thy mighty hand, and thy
stretched out arm; if they come and pray in this
house; Then heay thou from the heavens, even from
thy dwelling place, and do according to all that the
stranger calleth to thee for;that all people of the earth
may know thy name, and fear thee,as doth thy peopte
Israel, and may know that this house which 1 have
built is called by thy name”

Solomon saw foreigners as opportunities to tell
the nations of Gods name. How do you see the
Muslim next door? m
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