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An Encouraging Word

l(eith Burden

Contqct magazine was one
month old when Iwas born. This issue

(December 2004) marls 5l years and two

months of ministry by the publication.You

are holding the final edition in your hands.

Much about the magazine has changed

through the years. Examples of the tran-

sition Confacl has experienced include:

. Size-The fint issuewasonþ 16 pages

in length. In 1964 it expanded to 28

pages, then in 1977 grew to 32 pages,

its current size.

. Look-The magazine has undergone

various redesigns through the yearc.

In 1998 new four-color covers were

unveiled. Randall House Publications

has been responsible for its layout and

design since April 2003.

. Gontent-While Con¿ac¿ has always

been full of denominational news,

that information became better organ-

ized in 1972 when the fiì'st index of
articles was published. Church news

was incorporated into the monthly
column"Currentþ"in 1976. The inau-

gural edition of the"PastorApprecia-

tion"issue came on the scene in 1981.

. Editors-Over the life of the mag-

azine, six men have capably super-

vised its publication:

W S. Mooneyham (1953-1959)

Billy Melvin (1959-1967)

Rufus Coffey (1967-1969)

Jim Owen Jones (1969-1970)

Eugene Workman (197 1-1977)

Jack Williams (1 977-2004)
While each editor has brought a unique

percpective to the magazine, high standards

of journalism have been maintained and

Staying in Contact

distinctives that set FreeWill Baptists apart

from other groups faithfully preserved.

Howevel it is important to point out
that in the midst of significant change,

some things have remarkably remained

the same. For instance:

. Vision-The lead article in the Nov-

ember 1953 issue of Contact discussed

the denomination coming together
to purchase a headquarterc building
inWest Nashville for$19.000. A bold
step of faith at that time. Free Will
Baptists continue to have their eyes

on the future. At this year's national
convention in Kansas Cityattendees

werc introduced to CLEAR curricu-
lum,a new leamingsystem developed

by Randall House. Delegates also
authorized the creation of a new mag-

azine to replace existing departmen-

tal publications.

. Mission-Two news items appeared

in the first issue of Contoct that re-

vealed Free Will Baptists'heart for
global evangelism. One announced
Raymond Riggs'appointment as the

first full-time Foreign Missions direc-
tor. Another spotlighted a"Cotton
Picking for Missions"sponsored by
Bellview FWB Church in Colquitt,
Georgia. Reaching the world for Chdst

continues to be the central focus of

our movement. During the 2004 na-

tional convention. our denomination
voted to change the name of Forcign

Missions to International Missions and
gave final approval for the formation
of an NGO-a non-governmental
organization to take the gospel into
restricted-access countries.

. Desire to serve-The first issue of

Contact magazine was sent free to

10,000 people. Subsequent copies

were offered at a subscription mte

of $2 per year. We anticipate mail-

ing the new bimonthly denomina-

tional publication complimentary to

60,000 families beginning sometime

in 2005. This gives nationalagencies

an unparalleled opportunity to take

their message directly to our people,

providing news and information
about what God is doing among Free

WillBaptists.

Thus ends anotherchapter in FreeWill

Baptist history We place the last issue of

Contoct magazine on the shelf with mixed

emotions. . . sad to see the end of an era . . .

excited over the prospects of what lies

ahead. We extend special thanks to those

who have been a part of this iourney dur-

ing the past 51 years. May God bless the

new publication as we seek lo stay in

Contoct with Free Will Baptists. r

BEYOND BEI,IEF
I'Þ LIKE TO HEAR MORE 5ERMON5

BASED ON THE BEATITUDES.

SE FUNNY, BE BRIEF, BE SÊATEÞ.
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One minister has had it upto-here with Christmas
grinches and holiday spiritual humbugs.

By Gary Fry
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"Well, it's Christmas. . .again!"
Those are the words the disc jockey used to explain why his

station was already playing all Christmas music. lt was onþ Novem-

ber I and his station,in an effort to be the first to do sqhad started
playing all Christmas music at midnight on Halloween."Gotta
beat that Christmas rushl'he said. Wal-Mart and others had their
Christmas decorations and merchandise right next to theThank-
giving stuff which was right next to the Halloween stuff,and all
of it out by Labor Day

There are even afterthristmas sales going already and Christmas

isn't even here yet. Time was when you could fight the crowd on
the day after Christmas and get ornaments,wrapping paper and
bows for next year at half-price. Now they are discounted days
before along with the merchandise you have wrapped and
under the tree, and for which you paid full price just a few days
ago. All because you so wiseþ did your shopping earl¡r

Grinches ond Humbugs
Christmas again,l thought. Now we are going to hear a bar-

rage of the same stuff we have heard for years. The secularists
are going to decry the mixing of church and state, because we
have the gall to ask little children in school to sing Christmas
carols and be Mary and Joseph in the school pageant.

They will be livid that we actualþ would think to display nativ-

ity scenes in such secular places as public parks and buildings.
They are so sensitive that their feelings will be horribþ damaged
by having to see the Babe in a manger.

Then there will be those on the other end-the religious zealots

who decry the celebration of Christmas, because it is a pagan

holiday and tell us that all "real" Christians stay away from trees
and tinsel and lights and gift giving. lt seems they think it all
dishonors God. After all,we don't realþ know what day Christ was
born anyway so why celebrate?

One radio evangelist said we should not use angels as dec-
orations because too many people were worshiping angels instead

of God. The atheists even get in on this one. Last year they erect-
ed a sign in Madison,Wisconsin,saying that Christians are guilty
of stealing Christmas from the pagans. Seems they want it back.

Christmos Overkill
Thank God for the church where we have it all in focus. We

have only been practicing the Christmas cantata since August,
and by now the altos hate the tenors because we have to keep
going over the same parts. We will be in great Christmas spir-
it by the time we perform this holiday wonder three times in a
row on Saturday evening and both services on Christmas Sunday

Not to mention all the Christmas class parties and caroling
and cookie baking for goody baskets for the shut-ins. Whatever
happened to simple and meaningful? By the time it is all done,
we will be glad it is over. Wow what a great Christmas celebra-
tion! Don't you just get tired of it all after a while?

Whqt's lr All Abour?
I realþ don't care that we do not know exactly what day Jesus

was born or even what season of the year. It is enough to know
for sure that He was born. That God said He was going to send
His Son and He really did!

I really don't care that many of the trappings of the season
had pagan origins. They are not pagan now We baptized them
and made them Christian. All the lights and tinsel and decora-

tions and carols create a special, ethereal atmosphere that is

perfect for celebrating the greatest event that had happened in
the history of the world up to that time.

I know there is an unhealthy emphasis on angels in our cul-
ture, but there is no denying that angels announced the great

news to the shepherds in the fields that evening.
And every time I look at the small angel on top of our tree,

I can almost hear that glorious announcement that a child was

born. God had become flesh and would dwellamong us.

Music, Lights, Trulh
When I hear the soft strains and beautifulsimple harmony of

"Silent Night, Holy Nightl'l close my eyes and see that quiet
Bethlehem night with Christ in the manger. I can hear the hush

in the stable as if all creation was holding its breath in awe.

My heart rejoices and leaps at"Hark the Herald Angels Sing!"

and "Joy to the Worldl' I want to shout"He did it! He really sent

His only begotten Son!"
When lsee all the lights and decorations on the houses in our

small town, I know that many of the folks there are simply try-

ing to out-do their neighbors to the delight of the local power

company But I don't care. They are testifying to the coming of
the Light of the World whether they want to or not. God be praised,

we no longer dwell in darkness, the light of the world is Jesus.

It realþ doesn't bother me what folks on either extreme end
of the issue of Christmas think. We folks here in the middle are

celebrating. We know that Christmas,like a lot of other things,

is what you make of it.
My famiþ and I chose to make it a wonderful time of rejoicing

in the pleasures of the season and the staggering mercy and grace

of God. A God who loved us enough to lay aside His robes of splen-

dor and step into the darkness dressed in swaddling clothes.

So if all that"stuff" matters to you,that's fine. Just let me enjoy
Christmas for what it is,a celebration of God and all His goodness

to us. r

About the Writer: Reverend Gary try serves as

executive secretary lor the Missouri State Association

of tree Will Baptists. ]le also chairs the Free llill Baptist

Bible College Board of ïrustees.
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She
expecled
to die on

I-40.
She qlmost

d¡d.

['rn Sti ll Standlng
When I was 10 years old,my pastor preached a message about Jesus returning
for His own. That night in my dreams I floated upward toward Heaven until a
loud voice interrupted,"Go back! This was only a test to see if you were readyi'

A real-life tcst hap¡>enecl this sum¡ner c¡n a stretch of I40 When I looked back,l had turned the steering wheel toward
near Lonoke,Arkansas. Looking back on July 20,2004,1 real- thc right-hand shoulcìer: I made mattets wor'.se by ovetcoml)en-
ize that Cocl's hands steerccl my life into His wcll-designed plan. sating and steering too fal to the left. In the blink of an eye, my

I was travcling I-40 West to r¿isit Iny ¡¡nr1'"r in Dardanelle. r,chicle careened from the shoulcìer across two lanes of inter-
I crossed tlic iVlississi¡r¡ri Rir¡cr at noorì. By my calculations, if state and headed across the medi¿in where eastbound traffi<:
I clidn't get boggcd dow¡r irl roacl construction,I wor-rld pull was at a standstill in a construction zone.
into M<¡mls drivc around 4:00 p m 

Nose to Nose wirh Deqrh
Cell Phone Dislrqclion

Folty miles cast of Little Rock, I picked u¡r rny <:t:ll phone
to makr: a call. While I am a firm adr,o<:atc of hands-free usage,

traffic was so spar'.se that I didnl clip my earpicce into the ¡thone.
Unable to rcach my J)¿ìrt)l I laid the phonc on rny lap where it
l(ept slicìing arounci. I glanced down for a sccond,grabbecl the
phone in my right hand and flipped it to thc passenger seat.

8 Contact . I)ccc¡nber' 2004

lvly thoughts raced:"1'r,e got to get this car under control
before othcrs are injuredi' ivly memory jumped to 1984 when
John and Kay (Dudlcy) lvlctcalf, ncw missi<¡narir:.s kr Br'¿lzil,rvcrc

killed on I-40 whcn a scmi lurchcd across the interstate into
their path. I belier,ccl my fatc was to l¡c likc theirs, ex<:<:¡>t that
I was the one rushing hcacllong into another vehicle.



One rhought
pierced

"Todoy is the doy

My peripheralvision caught a blue streak fþing past,another

vehicle,and I thought I was safe from involving anyone else.

I fought the steering wheel with every ounce of strength, but
my red Cavalier started a 360-degree spin. Spinning from my

westbound position and now facing east,lsaw a shiny grill bear-

ing down on me. The biggest truck I had everseen was 200 feet

away closing fast.

My fear transferred from others to the reality of my own fate.

Neither a prayer nor a cry for God to rescue me escaped my lips.

One thought pierced my heart-"Today is the day Iam dyingl
Adrenaline kicked in as I tried to control my spinning car.

During a second whirling spin,tires screeched and I heard
metal-tometal contact. Glancing over my right shoulder at the

l8-wheeler, I expected to be swept under the wheels.

But when my world slowed down,l wasn't under the semi.

Iwas on the right shoulder facing eastbound with the big rig
stopped 30 feet away straddling two lanes.

I realized that contact had occurred near
my gas tank, so I bolted from the car fear-

ing it would explode.

Echo Young's Proyer
I heard a woman's voice as she ran along

the shoulder to my side. A stranger hugged

me tightly and asked if I was injured.
When I responded that I was onþ shak-

en, she said she saw the whole thing and
knew she and her daughters were about to
witness a serious accident. She then did the
onþ thing natural to her. My newfound friend,

EchoYoung,said she prayed out loud ask-

ing God to protect whoever was in the car
from serious injury or death.

Putting my hand on her arm,l asked if
she were a Christian. Her affirmative reply
brought another hug as I told her she was

here for such a time as this, because a prayer

couldn't be found on my lips.
Echo's servant heart went into action as

she brought me something to drink and then
reached out to the stunned young truck driv-
er. This mother with two young daughters
(Christy and Angel) traveling from Ohio to
Texas gave no thought to her delay She

my heort-

I qm dying.
Adrenqline kicked

in qs I tried lo
control

my sp¡nning cqr.
During q second
whirling sp¡n,
tires screeched

ond I heord
mefol-lo-metql

conlqcl.

My comments to Kevin Fini (the truck driver) as he apol-

ogized because he couldn't avoid hitting me are fresh in my

mind:"lt's only a car. We can be thankfulyou and I are stand-

ing here on the shoulder talking,because God was here today

He gave you the strength to guide your truck so that the only
casualty was an automobilel'

Lessons from l-40
So,l ask,why am I still standing? It's not a pouting, Lord, why

did you let this happen to me? I'm trying to capture the king-

dom purposes of life. Nothing happens by chance because a//

fhl'ngs are filtered through the fingers of our loving Father. Juþ
20 holds spiritual implications for my life,Echo and her daugh-

ters, Kevin the truck driver, the troopers, those who witnessed

the harrowing scene and those who hear our story

God on Center Stage

God, our protective Father, was center
stage. More dramatically than at any other
time in my life,lwitnessed the reali$ of His

presence. How many times have I drifted
along as if it all depended on me and thought

God was not concerned.
He is the omnipresent One. Though a

myriad of events unfold simultaneously across

the globe,God is activeþ present. Whatever

comes our way, He isn't caught off guard

or ruffled.

Power of Prayer

There is something to be said for the
unharnessed power of prayer. Echo was my

Aaron and Hur in a moment of crisis when
Iwas unable to lift a prayer. She stood in my

stead. Echo taught me that we are called
upon daiþ to stand in the gap for one another

What a powerful witness to her daugh-

ters of her dependence upon Cod through
prayer As she called out to Him, she declared

thatthe lord is in controlof alllife'ssituations.

Plans for Tomorrow

offered words of comfort at the accident scene and then drove

me to a nearby truck stop where we waited for my brother's anival.

Only q Cor
There are days I find myself back on I40West reliving July

20. Isee myself alongside the road looking at my irreparable
car shaking my head in amazement.

I remain in awe that my life was spared

and the onþ evident consequences were

four insignificant bruises and stiff muscles. I am living proof

that"My times are in thy hand" (Psalm 3l:15a). This real-life

episode wasn't a dream or a test to see if I was ready for Heaven.

It was God's hand staying death,declaring,"lVe got other things

for you to dol
His promise is true for all of us,"For I know the thoughts

that I think toward you . . .thoughts of peace,and not of evil,

December 2004 ' Gontact 9
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Scrving Him

wþÞ
Nlark Mccrancy

to give you an expected end"(Jeremiah 29:l 1). Our job is to
be available for His opportunities.

God has more for me to do. Thirty-two years ago as a frcsh-
man at Hillsdale FWB College,clinging to the seat in front of
me,l made a commitment to the Lord:'All to Jesus I surrender,
oll to llim I freely giue. All to Thee my blessed Sauiot; I surren-
der all." Here's my life-take it,shape it and use it. Lord,l'm
Y<¡urs, for I'm still standing! I
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Sheilo Bynum

Foyette First Free Will Boptisl Church

About the Writer: Charolette Tallent, a 1976 graduate

of Free lTill Baptist Bible College, earned a master's degree

at Columbia lnternational lJniyersity. She served lg years

as a missionary to lrance. Charolette is a member of

Donelson Free Will Baptist Church in Nashville, Tennessee,

where she leads The Marketplace Bible Study.



He's done,
he's finished,

it's ouer

\

c
By Kevin Riggs

¡
That's

"Quitters never win,winners never quitl'
Trat's a motto worthy of our best effort. Br-rt glless what? I quitl

right,you heard me,l give up. I throw in the towel. The fat lady has
sung. IVe had enough. After 23 years in ministiy-l5 of them as pastor-l quit!

Quit Trying
I quit trying to d<¡ a great work for God. Ministry is too demand-

ing, too draininq. The harder I try the more I feel like a failure. I

answered the call to preach because I wanted to do something
great for the kingdom. Iìut you know what? I quit.

Kingdom building is not about me doing something great for
God; it'.s about God doing something great in me. As long as I am
trying to do something great for Him, I am standinq in the way
of Him doing somethine great in me. So I quit.

Quit "Cute"

I have also decided to quit trying to be"cute"in ministrlu One
book tells me I need to be"seekersensitive"and mysermons need
to be collections of biblically-based, self-help mumbo-jumbo.
Anothel tells me in order for my worship service to be effec-
tive I need to have drama and comedy and famous people and
videos and givea-ways and lights and camera and action. In order
to be culturally relevant, I am told,l must also be media savry

But you know what? I quit. The gospel mersage is simple enough
for a child to understand. Jesus loves me, He died for my sins,
He rose from thc dead,and one day soon He is returning. Straight-

folward stuff. No bclìs and whistles. Not very pretty Pretty fool-
ish, if you ask me. But this simple message is the power of God.
So I quit.

Quit Pretending
I have figr,rred out that Iwill never figure evcrything out.so I

have decided to quit trying to figurc it all out. I don't know every-

thing and I don't want to know evcrything. Besidcs,ministty is not

about"figuringl'it's about faith. It's walking boldly into the unknown
in spite of my fear: It's about acting in spite of rny doubts. It'.s about
obedience in spite of my confusion. So I quit.

Fulthelmore,l have dccided to quit tlying to change peoplels

hearts and quit worrying about my inability to do so. lt'.s not my
job to change peoplc. lvly job is to let the Heart Surgeon ttans-
plant His heart into mine,and then tell otherc He can do the same

for them. Ministry is not about me. Ministry is about Cod. So I quit.

I have decided to quit trying to do ministry on my own,in my

own strength,under my own powcr. To use an old cliché,1 have

decided to let go and let God.l quit so God's work can continue.
Someone else,a fellow quitter',said,"He must increase,but I

must decrease" (John 3:30). Jesus said,"So the last shall be

first, and the filst last" (ivlatthew 20: l6). In Jesus Christ, quitters

always win and winners always quit.So Iquit! r

About the Writer: Dr. Kevin Riggs pastors tirsl
Free Will Baptist Church in Russellville, Arkansas.

lf you are a quitter, like me, let me know. [mail me at kevinofirstfreewill.org.
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hsve d¡'iven üer@ss town ond opporently done sormetlning f[rof nrode s@nìeone
ongty. I aould fe[[ by the "sËgm longuogeo" they were usinrg fo cormrmu¡nÊeste with rme"

Ilonesthi I corrlcllr't thirtl< of a tltirrg I

nriqllt have <lonc. It is c¡uite ¡rctssil;le that
tlri:1'n'i:rt: havinq a <liffic:ult clü¡i i\,1.¡,1>t: thcl'
n'ere in a Irurr-v ancì I rvas clriving too sìor,r"

15,. ( ) I t, <:u r t e c t ¡ t t t ot t ¡, i t <tu t lcl I tu¡t¡tr: r t. ) 1lrcra
arcr tilncs th¿rt. t:rcr r rvith<tLrt ¡1'1ri¡ ¡<r. 1yg ¡'¡¡ l¡

I)c'ol)lc the r'r'r<;rrg r'r'a1i

I an'r concelllc<l altotrt nlr)¡ \\/itrì('.çs. I 'ìtìt

caqor to live i¡l ¿t rv¿rv th¿it attracts ¡tco¡tle
tatltcl tllan te¡tels tlxrn'r.\ttu rn.lv lr¿n,c Itc'rr(l
it saicl. Vruìe tlt<r <)nl¡, Jc'.sus sonrc lvill cver
s<:<i.' If tltul is tnut,tlu:n Isltc¡Ltlcl l¡<: <'otr:enrccl.

I ¡t<<rl tr> l<rnt fu'xt; to elù¡tittctk: nw etrct¡ties.

Hon' <kr I trrrn that lrarl r:x¡turicnce arrtrtn<l?

Couni.er rvittrr [dínrlness

Pco¡;Ìc buiIcì u¡r Ir¿itrt:cl tor,r,alcì <¡tlIr:rs.
'l'lrc¡'get all lv<tll<ccì u1t. bLrt our rcsÌ)onsrl
c¿ìn tuln tlrc t¿il¡les. Instea<l clf rcci¡trocat-
inq r'r'ith arnrs n,¿tr inq arrrl anqrl' exl)res-
sior.rs. nlal<t¡ lr l) )()u ì nl i nrì to c<tu nter rvitl r
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l<irlrìncss. ìllal<e it a poirrt to rcfLlse tr> be
r¡ff<:n<ìc:cl. Selfishness arrcl cgo are often
the cìrivirrg forr:cs bclliltrì esr:alatirrg crrro-
tional exc:lranqr-.s.

\\/hile icsc¿trclrinq br anotlrc¡ to¡-ric,I
r¿ìrì ¿ìcross tlris great tr"Lrc-t<;-lifc ¡tnraltle:
I'irnlrur Bost<,¡n Recl Sox tlrircì l¡aserlan
\Vacle Boggs uscd to hate going t<¡Yanl<cc

St¿r<lirulr. Not ltccarrse of tllc Yanl<ees-
tltel' ¡¡¡'1'¡'¡'<r'1r'c hinr that rnrrcll troLrltlc-
btrt Ircc:atrsc oi a fan.'l'hat.s rigìrt: onc f¿rn.
'l'he qtrv lracl a box seat c:losc tr> thc iiclcl.
¿rncl r'r,hen tlrc Rccì Sox rr,ert: in tolvll lrc
lvoLtlcl tornlerrt Boggs b1, s¡t,rt-,, ,t,t <;ltsccrr-

itics ancÌ insults. It'-s harcì to itnar{inc orrt:
farn gettinQ rurrl<-'r a ¡rlaver"s sì<'n.lllt al)l)¿u-

tttttly tltic Íltt1' 1t',' thc rccilte.
Orrc cla¡, before tlrr: q¿ìrìtc.¿ìs l3ogqs rvas

r,r'¡irn"ling Ltp. the' f arr" bcgün his t¡'¡rical
r'orrti lrc. r,cl I i n g Boqqs. ¡,'<tu sti n l<' ancl vali-
iìti()rìs ()rì tliat tlrenlt'. ßrxtls cjet:irierl lleìl

hacl enotrgh. He lvall<ecl clilectl¡' over to the

rìra¡r. u,lro r'r'as sitting in the stan<ìs rvitll
lris fricncìs.¿rrrcl saicì, 1 Icv fcll r, rr.e )'olr tlìc
gut' rvhos ethvttl'5 \,cllirrg at ntc?"

The rr¿in saicl."Yc¿rh, iti rnc. Wh¿rt ¿rrc

1ou goine to clo aboLrt it?" \\¡ade tc>ol< a ner'r,

baseball oLrt of his l)ocket.aLrtoqraplred
it.tossecl it to tlie rlan ancl rvent bacl< tcr

tlie field to co¡ltinlìe liis ¡rre-rlarre routirre.
.l.he 

ntan never),ellccl at ljoqqs aqain:
in fact. he becanie one of Wade.s biggest
fa ns at Yan l<ee Stacl i r r nr. Other' ¡rla1,s¡5 l1¿1,s

bccn kn<xvn to clclal n'itlr arrtagorristic fans

lx' rctrrrrr'rlrr obsccnitic.s <¡r s1 >ittir r{ on tìlcrnr

or cvc¡ì ¡;urrclrirtg tht:tl itt tlrc rrosc. Boggs

clcalt lvitl r I ris lornrcllk¡r b)' bch'ir:r rclir rlj I rirn.

Vlr n.rui}, firrcl 1<>rrlself itr W¿i<le.s slloc:s

sonrecl.¡i Fc¡r no cìiscern¿iltle reason.some
one nì¿ìy <le<:i<ìe not to lil<e pu. N,la1'be it.s

sonretlrirrg 1,ou clicì. nra¡,be it.s sonrething
y<trr <li<ln't <kr. nraybe itls son'rethine 1<tLr



{

cirrì t lìcll)-l)rÌt sLl(l(ì('rìl\'\1)u fiil(l \1)Llì-

scli in hostilc: tr:r'r'itolr. ()Lrr natLrral incìi-
nation is to fi{llt ì;¿r< li. lrLrt tht'x' is a lrt'ttt'r
u'al to r'lilrrrrl¿rte eltenties oncc aniI fol all.

' ' l' ,: : f i:l -, ' l,ril' ;/

.,\l rr¿ri r¿r ¡ l.i Irc oI n r ììiì(ì(' tlr is oI rscn ¿t-

tirrrr: 7d¡,s1ri¡ rtt_\'ctt(ttt.\ tt IÌ(tt I ttt(tlt? Ittttt

r¡¡.\ li ien(1. I Irirr, rrr:rcrliìrh <liffel.ent oui
livc's u,orrlrl l¡e rt tr,c nr¿icìr' rt rr ¡>rir< ttcc to
( ()tì\'('rt ¿ul ¿iclr c:l'sal't itito oilt ¡rirt tltcl. i\t
iirst it nrav sorrItrl iItt¡rossiìrlt'. ìron'evc't. it

is ¿rili thinq bLtt inr¡rossiìrìr'.
''l-iit'in harntorlvivitll c¿u lt otlrt:l: I)oIt t

tì\'to act inr¡rot.tiint. lrut r:rtjov tltt¡ collt-

¡lrin of ()iclilì¿rì.\'¡>r'o¡rlc. ,\¡¡rl c!ott l llti¡tlt

_¡r¡u ltnotL. ¡1 all./ Never' ¡rai bacli ct iì krr'

tr il to ¿irlvrrrt'. I)o thi¡qs in sticll ¿t rr'¿tv tlr¿it

c\ (ìì.\1)rì(' (:¿uÌ sc-)('\1)u Aì(ì llonol¿tìrlc. D<r

\'or.rr l)¿ut to ljve in ¡rciicc ri'itlt ('\'('ì\'orì(',

¿is nrucll as ¡rossiblc. \r'r'i:r irt t'tiqt'r'otu'
st'lr es. l.c'ai t' tlr¿rt to (ìocl.'

I'irr it is n littcrr, 'Iie c¡l llta xunc: t¡unrl
r;n<, lt¡LL urcl uttotltr'¡. .\linrl ttr¡l lttqlt lltittgs.
l¡ul contlr'.sranrl lo ¡ncn t¡l k¡LL eslutt'. Bc

tt<tt Lt ise t¡t.tttLl' rru'¡I cr¡tttt,its. [latrttt¡.tcrtst'

fo no nt(tt cL il k¡r a il. lt'¡rtL trle llti¡tes lu¡n-

t,sl i¡t !ltc st!ltt r¡l ull ¡nr'¡t. ll il ltt' pr*srltk'.
us t/ütclt us !tctlt rt .',Ott.ltt a ¡x'uccQl¡l.t tt;ttlt

r t I I t ¡ ta t t. I )r'u¡ l.t l ¡r' lt ¡t' r'r l. r t t' c t t 4t' t I( )[ .\1 )t tt -

salt cs. l¡ut rQlltr'r gtt;t' l)le(? Lutlo LLt(tllt;
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Sto¡r riqlrt not ancì x'¿rrì tll¿rt l)¿ìss¿rg('

;rqirin.onlv this tinrc tc¿rrl it sLont'r'. I)irl
¿rrrvtlrin! inr¡ract voLl rlillt:l ettth tltt' st't -

oirrl tillre tllrirLrqlr'l It is irrrriizirtg ltorv ltlttt li
insigìrt (ìocl.s\\irlrlrvill lrrinq into clirili lik'
rl t'e slorr,clot rr irrrrl re¿r(ì it as it it¡r¡rlies
to rrs r'¿rtlri'r'lirirrr tlrirrkinq thirt otir itcigit-
lrol srrrc rreecls to r.('a(l tllis.

(ìorì t¡rnts to s¡rc'aì< plix tiirirl.lile-tlarrs-
iolrriirg lessons into ottt llt'¿ul.,\s il rr ritittq

<lr xrt th to \\ ¿iclc Roqqs. tl rr',\postle I ttt'r'

Bv Clifford D. Donoho

s¿iicl fi¡r'sr.i is tlp tt tll t¡l (ìorl. !ltrtl LL illt tt all

cloirtg .tc ntu.\' l)trt l<¡ stlt'¡tce lltc lqtrntrtca
r¡l frtr¡lislt t¡tctt (l I't'tt'r 2. l5)

'hrssiirg an iitttoqrit¡rltt'tl ìtasclr¿ill to tllc
ìorr< l n rot ttlrs rr rt t cìe al lr itlt Itlav itoI t t'¡ rlt ir

tllc riit.lrtrt it n'ill ac< ottt¡rlislt ln'o tllillqs:
oru.. it rr ilì l<rrock lrolt's in tltt't ¿tsir tllt'r'lt;tc
lrrrilt aq¿iirrst \1)ì.r: t\\'().\1)tl içill har t' rlorlt'
\1)rLI I)irì't t0$at'<ì t'stalrìisiriliq tllc ttlttits
oi pcacr'.

I lllì t, 'lrr¡'r"lilii' ll'rttllt lllil\'( ì\ ()lll i' )ì

t¿rr. ( )ur t'luiltititts ttìav clit\'c r iiltlic¿ttiolt.

llLrt ltciox'u'e ltkrrt'Lr¡r. lt't.s t¿tl<e a Illoltlt'llt
¿ulcl qì1)\\' tt¡r. Ji'sLts s¿ritì. ll1¡'s.scd (tt? tlt?

¡;t'ttrt'rrrrrkars h¡r IItc.t sltrtII Ite cttIIt'rI IIta

cltilrln'¡¡ r¡l Or¡rl' (\lattìrt:n' J.!)). r

/-1llo r¡ i i.li e Wri f er:
Reverend Clifforrl D. Donoho

pastors Corttetstorle Free

\lill Bapiist ChLrrch in llashvìlle.

Tennessee.
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International Fellowship Meets in Panama

PANAMA GITY, PANAMA-The General
Assembþ of the International Fellowship
of Free Will Baptist Churches,lnc., met
October4-8 at Riande Aeropuerto Hotel
and Resort in Panama City according to
Melvin Worthington, secretary/treasurer.
The hnama Association of FreeWill Baptists

hosted the meeting.
Delegates and observers from Japan,

Uruguay, Brazil, Mexico, USA, Panama,
France, Canada, Cuba, Côte d'lvoire and
Spain attended the meeting. A Russian
representative visited the meeting. Dele-
gates and observers visited Free Will Baptist

SEARCY, AR-Reverend l¿wnie Coffman, 82,
traveled to France in September where he was
honored as the liberator of Fossieux. a town in
the Loraine region. The September 17 ceremo
ny celebrated Coffman's effors in World War II
to end Nazi control of the city

Coffman received a Bronze Star for his action
on October 8, I 944, to liberate Fossieux. He served
with the 35'hlnfantry Division. When his platoon
was stopped by enemy fire, Coffman volunteered
to flank the enemy position. He and another
enlisted man fired a rocket into the enemystrong-
hold allowing his unit to move fonvard.

Lawnie Coffman saw a great deal of combat
during his 1943-1945 army service. He was dec-
orated many times,receiving two Purple Hearts,
two Bronze Stars and a Silver Star.

Reverend Coffman and five members of his
family flew to France where they were escort-
ed to Fossieux by the French ambassador to
America. He prepared an account of his mem-
ories from the battle in Fossieux and sent them
to city officials.

Coffman had been hesitant to return to
Fossieux because,"l didn't want to go back and
go through all of that again, to see the places
where I killed men and my friends diedi'

Brother Coffman was converted in 1946 and
ordained to preach in 1951. He has served in
Arkansas more than 50 years as a pastor, Home
Mission Board chairman,state Executive Board
member,CTS Board memberand more. Hewrote
two books about his life,Ihe Promise (1969) and
My Leg of the Race (1997).

churches on Sunday prior to the opening
General Assembþ session Monday evening.

The GeneralAssembþ meeting theme
was Effectiue kadership QTimothy 4:16).
The topics addressed included "leadership
Def ined" $4elvin Worthington, USA),"[ead-
ership Demonstrated" (Gerardo Acevedq
Uruguay), "Leadership's Dangers" (José
Manuel Parron, Spain) and "Leadership's

Duty" (Ihomas Marberry Mexico).
Other speakers included Fred Hanson

(Canada), Steve Riggs (France), Keith
Burden (USA),Stan Bunch (Panama),
Rolando Delgado (Cuba),Yoshikazu Ishii

(Japan),John Poole (Brazil), Luis Felipe
Tijerina (Mexico) and Daniel Dorati (Pa-

nama). Reports and prayer requests were
given by representatives from each coun-
try Nikolay Masþakov, representative
from the Union of Evangelical Christians
Baptists of Russia, brought greetings.

Six sites were selected for future meet-
ings: Spain/France (2007), USA (2010),
Mexico (2013), Japan (2016),Canada (2019)

and France/Spain (2022). The General
Assembþ meets every three years.

The Executive Committee members
elected for threeyear terms included:José
Manuel Parron (Spaín) president, Gerardo
Acevedo (Uruguay) vice-president,
and Steve Lytle (JSA) secretary/treasurer

Melvin Worthington (USA) retired as sec-
retary/ treasure[ a position he held with
the organization since 1995.

For additional information,contact the
secretary/treasurer, Steve Lytle by email
(stephen@nafwb.org), by phone 615/731/
6812 or mailat the Intemational Fellowship
of FreeWill Baptist Churches,lnc., PO.Box

5002, Antioch,TN 370 1 1-5002.

Flench lbwn Honors fukansas Minister

,,â*
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Florida Establishes Hunicane Relief Fund
ANTIOCH, TN-Aftera series of hunicanes

hammered the state in September, Florida
executive secretary Randy Bryant said a

huruicane relief fund has been established

to assist Free Will Baptist churches and
families that experienced substantial loss.

Contributions may be sent to:
Relief Fund
Florida State Office
2156 54* Avenue
Vero Beach,FL32966

ASeptember 16 emessage from Randy
Bryant indicated that several Pensacola

area churches reported damage from Hur-

ricane lvan. Most of the damage resulted
from falling tree limbs and subsequent
water damage.

Earþ reportssaid trees fellon Fìrst FWB

Church in hnsacolaand theroof wasdown

to the sheeting. Beulah FWB Church in
Pensacola reported extensive water and
tree damage to the church and fellowship
hall. Soul's Harbor FWB Church in Pensa-

cola reported three tree limbs through the
parsonage roof and limbs through the fel-

lowship hall roof. Shiloh FWB Church in
Bratt reported the fellowship hall flood-
ed,the vestibule ceiling collapsed and the
parsonage roof damaged.

Pastor Danny Conn (Soul's Harbor FWB

Church) said a work crew from Corner-
stone FWB Church in Crab Orchard,WV
arrived in Pensacola September 17 with
400 gallons of water,a trailer and a truck
load of cleaning supplies."They helped
everyone in our church and many people

in the communityl'Conn said. The West

Virginia crew was led by DanielKincaid.
A work crew from Lake Area FWB

Church in Cleveland,Oklahoma,arrived
September l8 with water, a generator, gas

and chain saws. South Florida Free Will
Baptists (Steve Berry and Randy Bryant)
who were still recovering from Hurricanes
Charley and Frances brought generators,

food,gas and othersupplies to Pensacola.

A second Oklahoma work crew from Clarks
ville FWB Church in Porter arrived Sep-

tember 21. Eight men came with Brent

Meadows who organized the effors along
with Pastor Curtis Cherry

Pastor Danny Conn said,"ln addition to
mountains of debris to haul away and trees

to cut, the biggest concern for many of
our people is not being able to return to
their jobs. Some businesses will be closed
a monthl' After Hunicane lvan,hstorConn
moved into Soul's Harbor FWB Church
awaiting an insurance company decision
to either repair or replace the seriously
damaged parsonage.

Beulah FWB Church pastor David
Baker said that in addition to water and
tree damage to the church,two members'

homes flooded. Several families stayed
in the church while Hunicane lvan lashed

Pensacola.
Pastor Randy Bryant (also Florida's

executive secretary) said two members
at Ryanwood Fellowship FWB Church
in Vero Beach lost their homes when

Hurricane Frances hit the area September

4-5. A tree limb crashed through the roof
of Bryant's home. The church will require

a new roof.
Another hurricane, Hurricane Jeanne,

hit the east coast of Florida late Saturday

night,September 25. Pastor Bryant said the

hurricane left extensive water damage in
Ryanwood Fellowship FWB Church's sanc-

tuary A member's home was damaged
when ceilings collapsed.

"Hurricane Jeanne sounded like a
freight train in our living rooml'Bryant
said, after he and his wife Diana decid-
ed to ride out the 120-mph winds of the
Category 3 hurricane.

Bryant said he expected more damage

reports from pastors and churches as tele
phone service and electricity were restored.

For additional information, email Randy

Bryant at drrbryant@cs.com.

Oklahoma team working at a Florida home.
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Lightning Kills Mexican Lay Preacher
Et CANEIITO, N.1., MEX¡CO-Reverend Santos de la Rosa
Salazar, who served many years as lay preacher at Templo El

Buen Pastor in El Canelito, Nuevo Leon, Mexico, died June 19

at age 78 after being struck by lightning.
Santos was born in El Canelito, a small village in the west-

ern deserts of the state of Nuevo Leon. He was converted in the
earþ l960s,then went to Monterey to study in the Bible lnstitute.
In 1963 he returned to El Canelito and helped organize the Free
Will Baptist church there. He continued to serve this church
faithfullv until his death.

International Missions Guide Available
ANTI0CH, TN-A l6-page"lnternational
Missions Emphasis Month Tool Kit" will
be mailed to every FreeWill Baptist church
by the first week in January 2005. Doug
Little, director of stateside development
for the International Missions Board,said,
"More than two dozen Free Will Baptist
pastors made recommendations that were
incorporated into this tool kitl'

The missions guide (tool kit) focuses
on the continued thrust to send Free Will
Baptist missionaries and mobilize churches
for personal involvement in world evan-
gelism. The guide provides tips and sug-
gestions that churches can use to boost the
annual missions emphasis in April. The
2005 theme is"lnto the Harvestl'

Components of the 16-page booklet
include:

. articles about Free Will Baptist
overseas church planting

. a checklist and timeline for plan-
ning an effective emphasis month

. a sermon starter on tohn 4:35,
written by lM Director lames
Forlines

r a children's sermon about plant-
ing churches

o a mini-catalogue of materials
and resources available from
FWB lnternational Missions

. a copy of a new congregational
hymn written by Doug little

r quick facts about Free Will
Baptist missionaries and their
work overseas

o an explanation of the purpose

NASH Vl LLE, TN-Members of the 2004 freshman class at Free Will Baptist Bible
College elected Chris Card, from Woodstock, Georgia, as president.

Serving with him are:
Vice-President-Rachel Dennis, N. Little Rock, Arkansas
Secreta ryÆreasu rer-Lyn sey Stri pl ing, t{. Little Roc k, Arka nsas
Ghaplain-John Locklear, Woodhaven, Michigan
Worship Leader-Ben Trimble, Taylor, Michigan

Please pray for these new student leaders.

I

On the morning before his death, he spoke about the future
with a nephew Santos said he was ready for the Lord to call him
home. His health was failing,and he didn't want to be a burden
on his family The Lord answered his prayer that afternoon. A
sudden thunderstorm struck the area between 5:00 and 6:00 p.m.

Santos was in the pasture caring for six orphan lambs. A bolt ol
lightning struck,and he was killed instantly along with the six
lambs. Dr.Thomas Marberry said,"Santos was a faithful servant
of God and of the Free Will Baptist denominationj'

Brother De la Rosa never married. He is survived by several
brothers and sisters and a number of other relatives.

and need of the World Missions
Offering

r practical ideas for making
lnternational Missions Emphasis
Month a means of mobilizing
church members for evangelism
and missions

o suggestions for continuing the

'¡lnto the Harvest" theme of
evangelism all year long

Doug Little said,'Although April is the
denomination's tnditional month for Inter-

national Missions emphasis, this planning
guide will be useful at any time during
the yearl'

Copies of the free International Missions
Emphasis Month Tool Kit may also be
ordered on the web www.fwbgo.com or
by calling toll-free at 877-767-7736 forship
ment bv December 15.

Bible College Reshmen Elect Officers

(L-Rl Chris Card, Rachel Dennis, Lynsey
Stripling, lohn Locklear and Ben Trimble.
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Galifornia: Pastor Doice McAlister com-
pleted his third building program at

Turlock F'WB Church in Turlock. This
one ended August 7 when more than 300

people helped dedicate the new sanctuary
Mayor Curt Andre brought stirring words
of encoungement. hstor McAlister preached

the dedicatory message which resulted in
several conversions and rededications.
McAlister has led the congregation 3O-plus

years.

Ganada: A family of five from Afghanistan
showed up with an interpreter from lran at

Serenity FrilB Church in Fredericton,
NB, according to Pastor Jeff Crabtree.
They had escaped from the Taliban and
were looking for Christian friends. The
church took action to assist the mother
and her four teens (father killed before
leaving Afghanistan) with food and house-

hold items.

Golorado: Pastor Roger Raper at First
FWB Church in Fort Collins led a man to
the Lord who had been an atheist 3l years.

As members knocked on 1.300 doors in
the area,six people were converted.

Georgia: Biker Day at First FWB Church in
Dublin resulted in 73 people attending
and four conversions. Pastor Chuck
Lysaker said they raised over $600 for mis-

sions. The day went so well the church
scheduled a second Biker Day with 86

attending, two conversions and more than

$1,500 raised for missions in the Virgin
lslands.

Pastor Rick Wilson and members of
Lyons FWB Church in Lyons are sold on
FAITH evangelism. Since the first group

completed the course, the church wit-
nessed eight conversions, added six new
members and saw 21 people begin attend-
ing services.

lllinois: Crossroads FWB Church in
Effrngham reports four conversions and
six rededications. John Hollis pastors.

Oak Valley FWB Church in Geff cel-

ebrated 150 years of service on September
26. Pastor David Shores said the church
organized in 1854. Highlights for the day

included a history of the church,testimonies,

a video presentation and a sermon by for-

mer pastor Byford Campbell.
Pastor Larry Cook reports three bap-

tisms at Bear Point FWB Church in

Sesser. Youth pastor Bryant Harris took
several youth and parent chaperones on a
mission trip to Albuquerque, NM.

Three conversions and three baptisms
at Johnston City FWB Church in
Johnston City have Pastor Matt Crain
smiling.

Kentucky: What started out as an exciting
VBS at First FWB Church in Glasgow
soon became a revival. Pastor JoeI Franks
reports 23 conversions, 2l baptisms and
seven new members in a six-week period
this summer. "We've started a new prayer

ministry as well as a stronger outreach in
the communit/'Pastor Franks said.

North Carolina: They're still talking about
the great 74'h Homecoming Sunday (August

29) at Canton FWB Church in Canton.
Pastor Brian Bird reports 215 in atten-

dance with four baptisms and nine mem-
bers added. The chr.rrch also honored four
deacons for their years of service-J.B.
Wilson (52 years), L.A. "Curly"Robinson
(45 years), Jerry Messer (45 years),

Morgan Davis (6 years). Each deacon
received a plaque, a book (Handbook for
Deocons) and a Free Will Baptist lapel pin.

Ohio: Good Shepherd FWB Church in
Hamilton added a new Sunday School
class, witnessed 16 conversions and bap-

tized four converts. Pastor Randy Hall
said the church completed their fellowship
hall and added a new steeple.

Pastor Don Hix of Woodstock FWB
Church in Woodstock enjoyed his retire-

ment dinner the church planned for him a

few months ago. No, he did not retire from

the church, but from his job at Honda. The

church celebrated 50 years of service this

summer. The Jubilee sermons were
preached by David Mingus and Mike
Mounts.

Pastor Wiley Perkins baptized seven

converts and welcomed eight new mem-

bers at Samantha FWB Church in

Leesburg.
Busy That's the word at Mt. Calvary

FWB Church in Pedro. Pastor George
Cade reports a new church sign, regular

nursing home services, a new picnic shel-

te¡six converts and six baptisms.

Oklahoma: CrossPointe FWB Church in
Norman reports 16 new members and six

baptisms. Joe Grizzle pastors.

South Garolina: Lightning struck the steeple

at Salem F'WB Church in Coward. The

resulting fire did extensive damage
(smoke, wate¡ fire) forcing members to

meet in the fellowship building while
repairs got underway larry Hughes pas-

tors.

Tennessee: They're out of room at Corner-
stone FWB Church in Nashvllle. Pastor

Cliff Donoho welcomed the l0 conversions,

eight baptisms and l2 rededications. The

challenge now is whether to conduct two

Sunday morning services or relocate and

build something larger.

Pastor Rob Morgan reports 30 new

members and 18 baptisms at Donelson
F'WB Church in Nashville.

Pastor Vern Gunnels says Solitude
FWB Church in Adamsville enjoys an

attendance increase thanks to the work of

Gary and Amanda Gober, and Don and

Sharon Parks. The four workers bring 30

young people to church Sunday morning
and night, and 50 on Wednesday evening.

Pastor Gunnels reports five conversions

and five baptisms.r
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A Fading Duo

By Don Robirds
Former Editor o1 Heartbeat

An era is drawing to a close. The voice of the two oldest Free Will Baptist
periodicals will soon be muted. Contact magazine, begun in 1953 by Executive Secretary
W. Stanley Mooneyham, and Heartbeat magazine, launched for Foreign Missions in lg61
by Jerry Ballard, will soon cease to be published.

4N
\0Ø
INTERNATIONAL

MISSIONS

Heaytbeat

identified and
illustrated
world
evangelism
efforts
enabling Free
Will Baptists
to relate to
missionaries
and pray
effectively for
their ministries

laid the
groundwork
for missionary
reouiting and
expansion to
new areas of
the world

. brought
missionaries
and their
fields closer
to their donors
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Forsome of us an identity will fade. A thread to
the pastwillbesevered. A familiarigwillbe lost. And
we will probabþ be somewhat nostalgic due to our
years of close relationship to the two publications.

I was the third editor of Heartbeat and carried
that title for 32 years before I retired at the end of
last year I worked closeþ with Contac¡ editors Eugene

Workman and JackWilliams throughout those years.

Contact has served to help the denomination
develop a"family"feeling. lt has provided a news
front for Free Will Baptist ministries and activities
across the constituency It has spotlighted missions

and missionaries, educational and music programs

and doctrinal issues to the advancement of the
denomination.

Heartbeat has identified and illustrated world
evangelism efforts enabling FreeWill Baptists to relate

to missionaries and pray effectiveþ for their ministries.

It has also laid the groundwork for missionary
recruiting and expansion to new areas of the world.
It has brought missionaries and their fields closer
to their donors.

The two publications have complemented each

other and have done together what neither could
adequately do by itself. For many years Heartbeat

was published monthly enabling it to annualþ high-

light the upcoming national convention on its back

cover. At the same time Contact has traditionally
given special Foreign Missions coverage duringApril,
Foreign Missions month,and has highlighted other
significant ministries abroad.

But times change. Leadership changes. Circum-

stances change. And even names and identities mod-

ify as perceptions evolve. New realities force us to
alter the way we refer to things. So,"Foreign Missions"

is no longer appropriate. Now, with the update to
"lnternational Missionsl'it seems appropriate to forge

ahead with a new approach to achieve a greater

sense of denominational unity and purpose.

For the sake of the denomination and Interna-

tional Missions, people must move on to greater

effectiveness for Christ. The challenge ahead is enor-

mous. Be thankful for the years of communication
ministry of the various denominational publications-
particularþ thatof Contact and Heartbeot magazines.

But look forward to greater days as changes occur
and pray earnestly that the modifications are pos-

itive for the Kingdom of God and FreeWill Baptists

in particular.r
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Looking BaGk,
to Look Ahead !
By Kenneth Akers
General Director, Master's Men Department

We have been busy at Master's Men. During 2OO4 we sponsored two national
Master's Men rallies. We held our annual national retreat. We had two golf tourna-
ments-the Deep South in February, the national in August. We held our National
Softball Tournament. We did a mission trip to Hawaii.

There's more! We held two Operation Saturation further from the truth. Why do we work so hard to

events<ne in Fredericksburg,Mrginia,and the other train our children, and then stop when they be-

in Northglenn, Colorado. We introduced two new come adults?
at
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Direction Bible Study Series studies. I personally spoke I don't know about you but, I still need to grow.

at several churches, men's retreats and local and state I need to see other men serving God f aithfull)¿ I

When you think
of Master's Men,
what comes to
mind?

. Bible studies

. Operation
Saturation

. Missions trips

. Rallies

. Retreats

. Golf

. Softball

. Fishing

. Volleyball

association meetings.

So what else can we do? A lot!

Coming up in 2005,we plan on having all this and

more. In addition to these events,we are working
on a fishing tournamentand avolleþall tournament.

We are looking into possibly doing hvo mission trips

rather than one. We will again join with Home Missions

to sponsor and highlight two Home Mission works

for Operation Saturation. We will continue working

with the other national depafiments on the new pub-

lication. We will introduce more Direction Bible Shrdies.

But the bad part is few men take advantage of the

opportunities we make available. As hard as we work

to provide opportunities for our men, there are still

those pastors and laymen who feel there isn't need

for a men's ministry in their church. Nothing can be

need to be encouraged and lifted up from time to

time. That's what you get when you have an organ-

ized men's ministry Softballand Saturday breakfasts

are not enough. There's nothing wrong with these,

of course, but if you want men to be stronger work-

ers, better Christians and better servants, there needs

to be some form of organization.

I was once asked,"Don't we have to do every-

thing by the Master's Men book?" My answer was,

"Of course not!" Master's Men is here to help, not

dictate. We want to help with discipling,equipping

and encouraging,not trying to tell you what to do.

Check out what Master's Men has to offer. If you

see where we can help,use us. If not,find something

that will. We need men stepping up and being what

God wants us to be! r
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Diaries, lournals and Blogs

By Marjorie Workman
WNAC Executive Secretarv-Treasurer

"Kathryn Koob, one of the Americans held hostage for oyer a year during
the Carter administration's crisis with lran, kept a journal. Writing on the backs of envelopes,
she jotted down a record of her day in captivity. She said, 'My journal helped me remember
my reactions and some things I had read. It also to scattered groups. From this constant flow of liter-
remindedmeof thingslwantedtothinkaboutmore alure,Col-aborerwas born in 1961.

deeply and helped me crystallize my thinkingi"n Colnborerbegan as a quaneù magazine, 16 years
Much of what we know about missionaries, his- after the women voted for a monthly magazine. It

torical people and events such as the Civil War comes replaced WNAC's Newsletter and Yearbook (a book
ftom memoirs,diaries and journals. Diaries give us of programs and helps for women since 1931). Cur-
glimpses into the innermost thoughts and feelings renlly,Col-aborer is bimonthly,32-pages, four-color
of people h'om the past. They can also provide an and the only FreeWill Baptist magazine forwomen.
unbiased recollection of events occurring at the time Even before its inception, the women determined
they were written. They aid historians in collabomt- that whatever profit came from literature sales would
ing events and society go back into the organization's work. The $12 sub-

Contact magazine is to Free Will Baptists what scription price is well below most magazines'and
diaries and journals are to historians. For 50 years, provides a significant portion of WNAC's budget.
Contacthas provided insights to the climate of Free WNAC faced a dilemma with the Publications
Will Baptist thinking. Editors and writers have given Committee's recommendation that all publications
us a living history of the movement,chronicling prog- cease and combine into a single publication. Each
ress,changes and accomplishments. A pictorial gallery department is asked to shift f unds currently used
showcasing hundreds of faithful men and women to publish their literature to the new publication.
ministering in various positions or churches. An eye Colnborer is a revenue-producing publication for
witness account covering conventions, state asso- WNAC. To cease publishing Colnborerwould mean
ciations, conferences, retreats and other activities. the end of subscriptions; thus there would be no

From the beginning, Conlacf was an all-inclusive funds to shift. And a slice of operational funds would
magazine providing a voice forWNAC (one full page also be lost.
of the l6-page publication), Home and Foreign More imoortant than the financial loss woulcl be
Missions,FreeWill Baptist Bible College,League,Sun- the lossof serviceand material Col-oborerprovidæ-
day School,churches and pastoß. Even revivals found programs, publicity reporting, projects, promotion
coverage. The impulse of the denomination could and missions and prayer emphasis.lt would be like
be felt from those 16 pages. closing the diary on a large segment of FreeWill

The l6 pages grew to 24, then 32. Other publi- Baptist ministry
cations emerged-, rm , Heartbeat, OutReach, FWB We have come full circle-one to many now back
Bible College Bulletin and Master's Men Neuslef- to one. What does the future hold? Perhaps from one
ter-lo write the growing pains of a relatively new we will go to blogs. Blog is short for weblog-a rel-
denomination. ativeþ new phenomena for recording one's thoughts

Free Will Baptist women were experiencing their on a particularsubject or event on the internet. Cood
own growing pains. Even before the formal organ- bye Contact. Thanks for a shelf full of rich Free Will
ization of a national convention, they were using lit- Baptist history ¡
erature to inform, unite, teach and bring solidarity

*lVelson's Complefe Eook of Stories, Illuslrotions, & Quotes

by Robert J. Morgan.

CoLaborer
provides
valuable
services

. programs

. publicity

. reporting

. projects

. promotion

. missions
and prayer
emphasis
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Green Tree Bible Study

#
Garnett Reid The Praise of His Glorn

This concludes my tenure as
carctaker of th e Green î.ee. Writing these

studies has been a labor of love and a

high privilege. All72 columns have been
fresh;not one reflected a rccycled sermon
or lesson.

I approached them as a chance for me
to grow in the Word, to search for new
scripturc treasures. I benefited more than
anyone else. No one who comes to the
Bible with a prayerful heart,determined
mind and willing spirit leaves unchanged.

Thank You

I'm gateful for the interaction with some

of you. Your encouragement and sugges-

tions helped me. To have shared these
pages with Tom Marberry and Randy
Sawye¡ two of God's gibborim and men
I grcatly admire, is an opportunity I will
always treasure.

Words fall short in expressing my graþ

itudeand love forJackWilliams.lf you know
him,you're like me: he's your biggest (pun
intended) supporter. Gracious, encourag-
ing and wise-this little big man from the

bayou with his briefcase has given our
denomination a literary face and voice.
His is"the pen of a ready writeri'His acu-
men is such that what a student said of
SirJames Murray first editor of the Oxford
English Dictionary may be said of Dr.Jack:

Then the tricks he could play with
words! Such was his skill and knowl-
edge that many of us firmly believed
that by Grimm's law he could prove

that black realþ was the same word
asuhite....

And Finally

Loving,studying and preaching the
Bible has taken up a good portion of my
life. If one accuses me of worshiping a

book,l plead guilty since this Book is

the breath of the only Source of life;of
all the world's volumes, it alone lets me
see His smile. I conclude with a few per-

tinent observations.
. Free Will Baptists don't read enough,

including the Bible. When we learn what
it means to love God with all our minds,
we'll love Him morc with our heafis, too.

We'll reach morc people (and more of
the kind of people we've seldom
reached) when we can articulate the
gospel with an awareness that most peo
ple value the thoughtful message of a
well-informed messenger:

. Some of the best Christians I know don't
rcad their Bibles every day Theyshould.
I should.

. The less we know of the Word,the less

we know Jesus; and the less we know
of Him,the more we think and live like
the world.

. One of the Bible's greatest and most
needed resolutions is Paul's:"1 am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christl'

. I go down kicking and screaming over
not capitalizing"biblicall' Next thing you

know we won't capitalize"Biblel'either.
. I think most modern translations do a

good job presenting the biblical (ouch!)
text faithfully and legibly I especially
like the English StandardVersrbn. My
biggest concern over the plethom of new
versions is that weVe lost a standard for
memorizing scripture.

. Modern commentariesspend too much
time carrying on in-house conversations
between scholarswho seem to be play-

ing a game of "l can cite more views and
sources than you canl'Just tell me what
you think the passage means and why

. I have taught the Bible to every group
at every level from young children to
teens, adults, in VBS, camps, retreats,
seminars, Bible conferences, revivals,

small groups,with translators,at the col-
lege undergraduate and graduate lev-

els. The best time I ever had was with
Junior Boys in Sunday School. They were

the most honest, receptive and eager

to learn. We had a blastl
.Too much preaching that passes as

"expository"has little directed applica-

tion flowing from the biblical (ouch
againl) text.

. I'm still amazed that Free Will Baptiss,

for the most part,do not see formal bib-

lical and theological studies forthe min-

istry as a necessary stewardship of our
gifts and calling. My mentor Michael
Banett rightly contends,"Ministels can-

not afford to do shoddy work, and time
in the ministry is too precious to waste.

Training time is not wasted time,and
learning to use the tools of the trade is

not wasted effortl'
. When we take that stewaldship serious-

lytwo results will follow. First,we will
be more ceftain of what we believe and
why so as not to feel the need to bick-

er and fuss over petty issues. Second,

instead of disagreeing with each other
so much,we will stand more squareþ for

our convictions and disagree with the

Devil instead. In the difficult days to
come,we'll have to.

. When God allowsyou a"second chance"

at living the way He wants, you under-
stand that the only thing that matters

is His glory We should excel at every-

thing He gives us to do on earlh for His

saÞe. He is worthy of nothing else,noth-

ing less. With the rest of my life,lwant
to "strive to excel in building up the
church" (l Cor. l4:12), because it is in

the church that we glorify Christ"through-

out all generations, forever and ever"
(Eph. 3:2 I ). r
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The Preacher's Perspective

Randy Sawyer Believing Is Seeing

We've all heard the adage,
"Seeing is belieuing"and recognize behind
it the philosophy that says, "l'llnot belieue

until I see it with my oøn eyes." This was
the attitude of Thomas regarding the Lord's

resurrection: "Unless I see the print of nails
in His honds.l will not belieue;'

For the Christian, however; the opposite
can be true. lt isn't seeing that produces
believing, but believing that produces see
ing. Hebrews I l:l declares ,"Faith is the
euidence of things not seen." Through eyes

of faith an invisible dimension comes to life.

The Prophet Elisha resided in Dothan
(ll Kings 6:13-23). Because of its location,
a well-positioned army could easiþ over-

Georgia
Paul Creech to White 0aks Church,
Macon

Kentuc ky
Roger Baird to Community Ghurch,
Silver Grove

Missou ri
Russell Johnson to First Church,
Waynesville
Brian Hurst to First Ghurch,
Mountain Grove from Eastside
Church, Houston, TX

Walter Simpson to Garfield
Ghurch, Couch

Ohio
Les McMahan to Faith Church,
Gleveland

Keith Mullins to Wellston Church.
Wellston

South Garolina
Ronald Hewitt to Mt. Ariel Ghurch.
Gonway

Billy Baker to Free Welcome
Ghurch, Conway
Tommy Bryson to Oak Grove
Church, Conway, as interim pastor

Other Personnel
Shiloh Hackett to Fairview Ghurch,
Spartanburg, SG, as youth pastor
from FWB Children's Home,
Turbeville, SC, as promotional
director
Joe Tolbert to Emmanuel Church,
Wabash, lN, as associate pastor
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whelm the small community Shortþ after
sunrise as EIisha's servant did morning
chores, he saw the sun refìecting off the
burnished armor of a thousand shields
and chariots. Terrified,he ran to Elisha
for help.

With quiet confi dence, Elisha replied,
"Fear not: for they that be with us ore more
than they that be with them." I doubt this
simple comment resolved theyoung man's

fears. He was living by sight,and his phys-

ical eyes could onþ see the enem)¿
Elisha interced ed,pmytng," I-ord, . . . open

his eyes that he may see." Andwe read, j4nd

the Lord opened the eyes of the young man;
and he saw." What did he see? "Behold,

the mountain was full of horses and char-
iots of frre."

Before Elisha's prayer, the young man
didn't see everything there was to see. He

saw the sun as it rose,the birds winging
theirway heavenward and the horses,char-

iots and thousands of Syrians. Yet he missed

the most important sight--Cod's presence.

Faith and confidence allowed Elisha to
view what the servant could not. and it
will do the same for us.

Belieuing is seeing that God is
present in euery situation.

"The horses and chariots of ñre" rep-
resent God's presence. The young man did
see the enemyand that is commendable.
Many don't even see that much. Alexander
McClaren wrole,"Worse foes ing round us

than those whose ormor glittered in the
morning sunshine of Dothan."

Although we need to see the adversary

it is impentive to look beyond,undentand-
ing that God is present also. Scottish preach-

er George Morrison commented, '7n /ñe
world around us there is the presence of the

liuing God and until we see that presence

we are blind."lhrough faith we can see not
only the danger but the deliveret not only
the enemy but also the ally not only the
problem but also the possibilities.

Nothing affects us like the presence of
a special individual. There are times when

a special person keeps us from falling,
shields us from discouragement or infuses

us with strength.
As a seventh grader, I was quite small.

It seems that every small boy must con-
tend with the local bully My personal neme
sis was Ervin.He was one grade in school
behind me,but having failed twice was a

yearolder He was huge,uncouth and mean.

At the same time I had a special friend
named Gary Gary was in my class,but hed
failed three gmdes. So in the seventh grade

he was 15 years old. He stood about 6'2",

weighed 2OGplus pounds and was tough
as nails. One day Gary asked me,"How long
are you going to let Eruin get the best of
you?" I pretended not to hearthe question.

Then he added, "lf you'll ñght him,l'll go
uith you;'

Gary didn't promise to end my troubles
for me,but in my heart I knew he wouldn't
let Ervin murder me. The next afternoon
I faced the adversary and won the day

Belieuing is seeing that diuine protection
is auailable in euery situation.

Keil and Delizsch's commentary on the

Old Testament says, "The frery horses a nd
chariots were symbols of the protecting
powers of Heauen." When Elisha prayed

on behalf of the young man, he didn't ask

that the heavenþ guard would come,but
that the servant might see them. The mir-
acle involved the momentary unveiling
of what always was.

When Martin Lutherwas in the thloes
of the Reformation and the Pope was

trying to bring him back to the Catholic
Church, he sent a cardinal to deal with
Luther and buy him with gold. The car-
dinal wrote to the Pope, "Z/re fool does not
loue gold;'

Later, after failing to convince Luther
to recant,the cardinal said to him,"What
do you think the Pope cares for the opin-
ion of a German boor? The Pope's little
finger is stronger than all Germany, Do you

expect your princes to taþe up arms to
defend you-you,a wretched worm like22 Gontact . December 2004
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l'ffiil
you? I tellyou No. And where willyou be

then?" Luther's reply was simple:"Where
I am nou. In the hands of Almighg God;'

While a lack of faith may leave us feel-

ing vulnerable, believing is seeing!

Belieuing is seeing that God is at
work in euery situation.

Elisha was sunounded. Humanþ speak-

ing,the situation appeared desperate. But
God was at work and had already deliv-
ered the enemy into Elisha's hand. Keil
and Delizsch commented that God's over-

riding purpose was to reveal His glory and
rid Israel of the menacing Syrians.

God is at work in everysituation,and
eyes of faith can see it. Not that faith will
reveal each detail or answer every ques-

tion,but faith will grant the assurance that
God is in control.

He was only five when doctors dis-
covered he was dying of cancer. Broken-
hearted, his dad didn't work for nearly six
week. He gave his fullattention to hissick
little boy A few weeks later the boy was
admitted to the hospital, far too sick to
remain at home. Later that day the five-
year old rested in the arms of Jesus. The
yearwas 1958. The boyRoger Keith Sawyer,

was my brother. My dad,relating the story
years afterward,said, "Randy,it stil| hurts,

butl þnow now thot Gd mohesnom&aþes."

Even in that dark hour,God was doing
something special. No matter the circum-
stances,God is at work molding and shap
ing us in His image and gaining glory for
His name. Faith will enable us to view an
unseen world where God isalwaysatwork.

Believing will enable us to see the pres
ence of God, His divine protection and His

activity in every situation. Perhaps you cry
with the father spoken of in Mark 9:24.
"Lord,l belieue;help thou mine unbelief."
You ask, how can I lay hold of this princi-
ple? Paul gave the answer in Romans 10,

"So then faith cometh by hearing,and hear-

ing by the word of God."Belieuing is seeing!
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Top Shelf

Thomas Marberry Walkin$ in the "Reign]' a study or the Kingdom or God
8y Edwin L. Wade, (Enumclaw, lÏA: Pleasant W0rd,2004,142 pp., paperback, $13).

Reverend Edwin Wade pastored
FreeWill Baptist churches in Washington

and California. Since 1975 he hasserved

Hillsdale FWB College as professor, aca-

demic dean and president.

This book is a practical analysis of the

kingdom of God. Wade examines key Old

and NewTestament passages,outlines what

those passages teach about the kingdom,

then applies the teachings to Christian

living. He recognizes that Christians are

subjects of God's kingdom while they
are here on earth. As kingdom subjects,

believers have ceftain rights,privileges and

obligations they must fulñll. The kingdom

of God is more than a subject for academ-

ic debate and discussion;it affects every

aspect of life and thought.
The author defines the kingdom as

"Cod's rule over all thingsl' Wade explains,
"He rules ultimately over the wicked as

well as the good. But only those surren-

dered to His rule are participants in the

kingdomlThe church is a pan of the king-

dom but is not identical to it. The church
includes only the redeemed while the
kingdom includes all over whom God's

rule extends.

According to Wade, the kingdom is

first introduced in the OldTestament,but

not fully developed in the Old Testament

documents. Jesus continued to develop

the theme of the kingdom in His teach-

ing. He used parables"to reveal the mys-

teries of the kingdom to show who had

spiritual understanding and to conceal
them from those who did not have the

spiritual capacity to understand theml'

The New Testament writers
used several terms and concepls

to describe the kingdom, but
three terms stand out-kingdom
of Heaven, kingdom of Cod, and

kingdom of Christ. Wade argues

that these terms are"synony-
mous in meaningi'

The first chapter briefly
examines several interpretations of the

kingdom found in works of leading authors:

Ceorge Ladd, C. H. Dodd, Albert Sweitzer,

Adolph von Harnack, etc. After a brief
analysis of their views,Wade presents his

own conclusion.
He writes,"We may conclude that the

kingdom is present and at work today It

is future as Christ continues to reign and
work through His people until He returns.

The kingdom will then extend into the

Age to Come'for His eternal reigni'
This work devotes considerable atten-

tion to the practical implications of God's

reign. Wade writes,'The reign of Cod begins

in the heart of man. It controls the way he

thinks and therefore controls his deedsl'

He argues that the kingdom is present
within the believer and exists in the pres-

ent. It is also future in the sense that there

are many promises the believerwill enjoy

only in the future.

The kingdom of God involves conflict.
The Old Testament demonstrated confl ict
betlveen the kingdom of the one true God

and the kingdoms of pagan deities. During

His earthly ministry Jesus often had con-
flicts with Satan and his forces.

Chapter 8 is devoted to

the mysteryof the kingdom.

Wade begins the chapter,
'A cloud of mystery hovers

over an understanding of the

kingdom. The religious lead-

ers of the gospels were obliv-

ious to a properundentanding

<-¡f itl' Both the leaders of lsrael

and the disciples of Jesus lacked

a clear and comprehensive understanding

of the kingdom of God and allthat it implies.

The kingdom today often works in a quiet,

hidden and secret way

This volume is a solid introductory
treatment of this important biblical theme
It summarizes what the Old and NewTesta-

ments teach about the kingdom as well

as the practical implications of the king-

dom. In order to be part of God's kingdom,

we must surrender voluntarily to God and

seek to do His will.
The book should be of great value to

pastors,Sunday School teacherc and those

in leadership positions. It is an outgrowth

of a series of lectures the author delivered.

Those who want a more indepth study

of the kingdom that follows the same basic

approach may consult such books as

The Bible and the Future by Anthony A.

Hoekema orVolumeVll in Curso de Forma-

cionTeológica Euongélico by José Grau.

I
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Look¡n 004
4Lq t

By Dean Jones, NYC Director

What do you get when you combine 50 iunior-high students, eight l0-foot pressure-treated
landscape timbers, four four-wheeled scooters, scripture songs, raw energy and a youth camp
facility? 0r try 60 high school students, five 15-passenger yans, the hot steady winds of
Oklahoma,problemsolvingskills,the reflection pool at the Oklahoma How much success does it take to be considered success-
City Bombing Memorial,water balloon volleyball,an incredible ful? How do you measure that success? Jim Burns,in TheYouth
college campus and youth workers who love kids? Builder reminds us that the paycheck for youth ministry does

Orhowabout2,000energeticyoungpeoplesingingpraises not come biweekly or even as an annual bonus. Burns re-
to their Savior,900+ talented competitive entries, over 100 countsthatthepaycheckforsuccessful youthministrycomes
pieces of crcative art, more than 3,000 student-hours of hard typically l0 or l5 years down the road. It's at this point we can
labor designed to improve the lives of Kansas City residents see the determination and dedication of those students who
and share the gospel of Christ with them, and lasting friend- grasped our teachings, implemented our strategies, and
ships. Or try 12 talented students traveling hundreds of miles walked the straight and narrow path.
to share the gospel of Christ and encourage young people and Our summer activities were blessed bv former students who
adults by stopping in local churches during the sultry days of have become part of our training and presentation team.
June. Steven and Craig,bothTruth and Peace alumni,spoke during

Maybe it sounds like a recipe for disaster or a strange mix the National Youth Conference. Our judges' tables were lined
of ingredients, but to Student and Children Ministries it's a year with former participants; leadership training sessions were
full of life-changing events. As the year winds down and the conducted by those who have walked the straight and narrow
last page of the calendar nears the trash can,it's time to reflect, and many of you have helped to sign our paycheck l0 years
remember and reevaluate our ministry yea[

Why do you do what you do? It's a question we often think
down the road.

Thanks for all you do to support youth ministry in our
about, but one we rarely verbalize or dare ask out loud for oth- denomination. We appreciate your support for Student and
ers to heat: What have been the ingredients of your year? Have Children Ministries, and encourage you to direct your students
you had a strange mix of ingredients-students, events, activi- to participate and be involved in those life-changing events.

Watch the horizon for more exciting opportunities for your stu-

dents. For more information. email vouth@randallhouse.com.
I

ties, Bible studies, excitement and disappointments?
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KEY TO INDEX: Articles. ¿trthors, colunrns ancl Nervsfront iteurs are arr¿ìngecl in three separ¿ìte clivisions.
. ln port one, orlicles ore listed in order of t¡tle, oulhor, issue ond number of the poge on which they
appeor. The outhors'division is olphobetized occording to lost nome.

. Columns ore listed in chronologicol order.

. The Newsfronl index is olphobetized in six moin seclions: churches, ministers, loify, stote ministries,
nalionol ministries ond olher.

A Better America. Mike Wade
A Breed Apart, Dennis E. Hensley
A Free Will Baptist Catechism, PaulV Harrison
A Love for Halloween,Janice Donoho
A New DayJackWilliams
An Old Reliable, Nelson Henderson

Bounty Hunter,The, Jim Cowart
Buzz Word at the National Conr¡ention,

David Joslin

Call to the Ministr)lThe,Clarence Hearron
Charlie Switches Mules, Randy Burris
Chicago Atheist,The, Joshua Crowe
Choice to StayThe, Gordon Sebastian
Christian Alternative to Halloween, Barry Raper

Dadls lbolbox, Mark D. Stooksbury

EliminatingYour Enemies, Clifford D. Donoho
Everything's Up to Date in Kansas City!,

Jack Williams

Fall,The, Mary R.Wisehart
FiftyYears of Contact
First Word on Last Things,The, Randy Corn
Free Lunch That Costs a Fortune.The.

l)ave Nobles

Get a Handle on Your Ange¡ Ken Simpson
God's Grace is the Only Safe Bet, Dave Nobles
God's Seven Words About Homosexualitv

Robert Morgan
Going Home, Eric Thomsen
Great Expectations, Sarah Fletcher

Had Àny Supper Lately?, R'cd Scott
Hand Me the Hymnal, Meh,in Worthington
Hope from a Sinking Casket, Frank Glegory
How Not to Support Your fulissionary!,

Lynette Morgan
Hunger Pangs, Emily White
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November, T

July l4
July l0
Octobe¡ l2
Septembe44
July 7

March,4
May 18

August,6
February 7

January4
August, S

October,I

January 14

December, l2
May4

Novembel, 16

December;6
I'èbLuary l2
lvlarch,8

March,l4
May 14

March, 1l

May l2
September: 14

November, 14

Jul¡a 4

Àpril,7
April,8

March,l6

I Adopted a Soldier, Dari Goodfellow
I Didn't Plan It That WayJ. MarkVandivort
I Hated Rainy Days, Frank Gregory
lQuit!,Kevin Riggs

I'm Still Standing, Charolette Tallent
Interruptions from God,Jeff Blair

Just Let Me Enjoy Christmas, Gary R-y

Let's Pay the Pastor, Leroy B. Lowery
Let's Ride the E-Wave, Mark Braisher

ivlission of Opportunities, Ralph Dingus
Misst-ruli Gruff vs. Rhocle Island Slin,

B.Tippett,W Evans

Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist Next Door;The,
Sean Warren

lvlyths About Christian Growth,Joan Martin

95% Good, 100% Lost, Howard Munsey

Our Screaming Eagle, Sherry Anderson
Overcoming the Lions and Tigers and Beats,

Flank Gregory

Power of Small Churches,The, Billy Sharpston

Rise Up, O lvlen of God!, Mark Stripling

Smarter Sheep, Joanna Felts

Spiral of DepravityThe, Danny Conn
SYATB Dean Jones

Ten Commandments for Ministly Sun ival,
Kevin Riggs

Test of Forgiveness, Bambi S. Dunn
"Thoreauly" Equippcd for Every Good Work,

Robert Morgan
Î'ouble in the Parsonage,J.Grant Swank
Two-Hatted Preacher, The, WC. Combs

June,12
Mayll
June, l7
December, ll
December,S
June, l4

December,4

August,4
January l0

April,15
Ivlalr 8

Àpril,4

February 9

January 7

June,8
January, l6

October,4

October,6

October,l6
January, l2
August,28

February, 10

l.'ebruary 4
October; 14

August, l4
August, I i
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Vote,You're an American!, David Burgess

We Never Said Goodbye,Steven Pierce
Why We Need Home Missions Churches,

Richard Atwood
With God on Kingfisher Creek,Fay Forlines
Would Jesus Buy a Lottery Ticket?, Dave Nobles

Xtreme Cause,Xtreme Cost,Angie Deel

Your Church's Legal Risks, Robert Hidde

September,16

March,l8

Parker, Elaine
Pierce,Steven
Powell,Larry
Puckett, Shelly
Pugh, Rebecca

Rabon, Sharon
Rape¡ Barry
Riggs, Kevin

Robirds, Don
Rudd,Adethia

August,26
June,4
July 24

April,28
February28

June,27
October,9
February l0
December, I I
December, 18

Ma¡a 26

Scott, Fred November, 14

Sebastian, Gordon August,8
Sharpston, Billy October,4
Simpson,Ken March,14
St. Lawrence, Deborah April,22
Stooksbury Mark January 14

Stripling, Mark October, T

Swank,J.Grant August,14

Tällent, Charolette December,8
Thomsen, Eric May, i2
Tippett, Bert January,2l

March,25
May 8

Trogdon, David
November,25
May,22

Vandivort,J. Mark May 11

Adams. Richard
Akers. Kenneth

Anderson,Sherry
Atwood, Richard

Beck, Mary Nell
Bevan, Shara

Blair,ieff
Braisher, Mark
Brown, David

Burden, Debbie
Burgess, David
Burris, Randy

Collins, Paul

Combs,WC.
Conn, Danny
Corn,Randy
Cowart,Jim
Crowe,Joshua
Crowe, David

Deel,Angie
Dingus, Ralph
Donoho, Clifford D.

Donoho, Janice
Dunn, Bambi S.

Dwye¡ Carolyn

Evans,William

September,25
February23
April,23
June,2 I
August,23
October,23
December,l9
June,8
November, l2

July,27

January 25

June,14
January l0
January 22

March,23
May 25

July 23

Septembe¡ 24

November,23
February 24

November,4
February 7

January23
August, 1 I
January l2
February, l2
March,4
January4
March,24

September,l6
April,l5
December, l2
Octobel l2
February 4

March,28

April,25
May,8
August,22

November,4

June,4
Novembe¡ 12

November;8
April, 1l

Felts, Joanna
Fields, Milton
Fletcher, Keith

Fletcher, Sarah

Forlines, Fay

Forlines, James

Fry Gary

Gilliland, Neil
Goodfellow,Dari
Creenwood,Steve
Gregory Frank

Gwartney Curt

Harris, Diana
Harrison, PaulV
Hearron, Clarence
Henderson, Nelson
Hensley Dennis E.

Hidde, Robert
Hunter, Ron

Jones, Dean

Joslin, David

Lewis, Ray

Little, Doug
Lowery, Leroy

Martin,Joan
Morgan, Lynette
Morgan, Robert J.

Munsey, Howard

Nason, Joel
Nobles, Dave

October, l6
May,24

May 23

July 21

Septembe¡ l4
November, S

June,24
August,23
December,4

June,24
June, l2
April,30
January 6

April, T

June,17
January,30

Octnher 97

July 10

August,6
July,7

July, 14

March,l8
January 24

February 30

May30
June,30
July,30
August,28
October,30
December,25
May 18

June,23
February 22

August,4

February9
April,8
March, 11

October,l4
January 7

November,24
March,8
April,l l
May 14

Wade, Mike
Warren, Sean

White,Emily

Williams,Jack

Williford, David
Wisehart, Mary R.

Workman, Mar.jorie

Worthington, Melvin

November, T

April,4
March,l6
September,26
May 4
Septembe¡ 4
JuIy,22

November, l6
April,24
June,22
August,2l
October,24
December,20
July 4
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BRIEFCASE

Sweating at the Dojo . . . .January3l
Jump-Start Betterwriting .February3l
TheUnexpected .. .....March,3l
SundayWas aWorkday . .April,3l
RainyDayBrothers .....May31
At LeastYou're Honest . . .June,3l
When God Writes the Obits . . . . .July3l
Eight Facts Every PastorShould Know . .August,3l
TheAmericanWest .....September,3l
Take the Positive Look . . .October,3l
Don'tForgettoSayThanks .... .November,3l
ClosingtheBriefcase ....December,3l

ENCOURAGING WORD
Saga of a Steak Lover. . . .January3
WhatAreYouStaringAt?... ....February3
We'reHere! ......March,3
The Bad Haircut . .April,3
BreakingRules-KeepingPromises ....May3
MasterofMalapropisms .. .....June,3
The Note . .July3
OnaFirsþNameBasis ...August,3
Don'tTellGod . ..September,3
TheGoodArkansian ....October.3
Katie'sTear .. ... .November.3
StayinginContact ......December,3

GREEN TREE B¡BIE STUDY
Come and Listen to My Story . . .January28
LetMePutltlikeThis.... .....February25
ThyKingdomCome. ....March,26
The Glory of God in the Face of Jesus Christ . . .April,26
Everything Old is NewAgain . . .May28
O.TCovenants:Kingdom Blueprints ....June,25
Sum of the O.T Parts . . . .July 25
Sum of the O.T.Parts (Continued) . . . . . .August,25
IAmTellingYou NewThings ....Septembet27
The Real Deal . . .October,26
WhatintheWorld? ......November.26
The Praise of His Glory . .December,2l

THE PASTOR'S WIFE
She's Beginning to Look a Lot Like Jesus,S. Beran . . .Jan., 25
I Did NotTell Anyone,Rebecca Pugh . . .February28
WhqMe?Yes,You!Couldn't Be!,Carolyn Dwyer . . .March,28
Learning the Lesson,Shelþ Puckett . . . .April,28
Helpmate to a Bivocational hstor;Adethia Rudd . . ,May 26
Ministry-A Famiþ Affair, Sharon Rabon . . . . . .June, 26
You Can Keep a Journal, Mary Nell Beck . . . . . .July,26
Who Locked the Door?,Elaine Parker . . .August,26
The Strength of Love, Diana Harris . . . . .October,27

THE PREACHER'S PERSPECTIVE
SurvivingMinistryStress . ......January26
ExemplaryExpositor ....February26
A Hundred Days of Prayer and Praise . .June,28
EAITH . ...July28
Moving toTown . .August,3O
SeniorNight. ....September,ã]
DoSomething! .... .....October,28
A Pastor'sThoughts on HisWife .November,28
BelievinglsSeeing ...,..Decembet22

fOP SHETF
WhosoeverWill,DaveNobles ...January29
Exposition on Hebrews,David Reece ...February29
Hechos De LosApostoles,Justo Gonzalez .. ...March,29
Proverbs in the NlVApplication Commentary . . .April,29

Paul. E. Koptak
Permission Evangelism,Michael L.Simpson . . . .May,27

Learning Theology with the Church Fathers, . . . .June, 30

ChristopherA. Hall
Moments for Familieswith Prodigals, . . . . . . . . . .July,27

Robert J. Morgan
WhylAmNotaCalvinist,... ...August,27

J.L.Walls and J.R. Dongell
Why Four Gospels?, David Alan Black . . .Septembet3O
AugustineandHisWorld,.... ..November,30

Andrew Knowles and Pachomios Penkett
Walking in the"Reignl'Edwin L.Wade . . .December,24
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FREE WItt BAPTIST BIBTE COIIEGE
A Different Kind of Break,BertTippett . . . . . . . . .January2l
Are We Losing Our Future?, Bert Tippett .March,25
Who WillTake Their Place?, Milton Fields . . . . . .May 24

I Don'tThink I Could DoThat,DavidWilliford ..Ju1y,22
The Lady from Greentop,BertTippett . . . . . . . . .November,25

FREE WItt BAPTIST FOUNDATION
Trust,David Brown .... ..January22
BASF and FWB Fìoundation, David Brown . . . . . .March,23
Money Management IsTough,David Brown . . . . .May,25

ATale of Two Stories,David Brown . . . . .July23
Aunt Hazel'sTomato Farm,David Brown . . . . . . .September,24
Year-End Gifts,David Brown .,..November,23

HOlvtE MtssloNs
Operation Saturation-A Shenandoah Success, . . .January 23

PaulCollins
In Search of John Colby's Grave, David Crowe . . .March,24
Hope for Our Heroes, David Trogdon . . .May,22

Home Missions Needs Missionaries, . , . .July24
Larry Powell

Church Extension loan Fund,Richard Adams . . .September,25
WhySupport the Benjamin Randall Day . . .. . . .November,24

Offering?, Joel Nason

INTERNATIONAT MISSIONS
Why Have a World Missions Sunday?, . , .February 22

Doug Little
How'sYourVision?,Deborah St.Lawrence . . . . .April,22
A Cataþst for Change,N.Gilliland,J.Forlines . . . .June,24
The Blood of Martyrs,James Forlines . . .August,23
A Fading Duo, Don Robirds . . . . .December, 18

'I/IASTER'S 
i,IEN

Menof Priority,KenAkers. ....February23
Men of Priority Ken Akers . . . . .April,23
Men of Priority, Ken Akers . . . . .June, 2l
Operation Saturation,KenAkers . .. .. .August,24

What Good Thing Should I Do?, Ken Akers . . . . .October,23
Looking Back to Look Ahead, Ken Akers . . . . . .December, l9

RANDAtt HOUSE
TheScholars,RonHunter ......January24
QuenchTheirThirst,Keith Fletcher . .. ..May23
AClassic Makeover,Keith Fletcher . .. ..July2l
The ClearView,Emiþ D.White . . .September,26

RETIREII,IENT

Q&AAboutSocialSecurity.... .February2l
When Does 2+2=MoreThan 4?,William Evans . . .April,25
Getting Started, D. Ray Lewis . . . .June,23

New Life Insurance Program,William Evans . . .August,22

EvansAnnouncesRetirement ... ......October,25

WNAC
Creat Expectations, Debbie Burden . . . .February 24

HatsOff,MarjorieWorkman ... . . .. .. ..April,24
It'sWorthYourTime,MarjorieWorkman .June,22

Consider Col-aborerMarjorieWorkman . ., . . . .August,2l
IsThereSomething Inside ofYou? .... . ..October,24

Marjorie'fforkman
Diaries,JournalsandBlogs,. ...December,20

Marjorie Workman

NATIO NAt,I,I ¡ N ISTRI ES

AttentionAllClerks .....March,20
BibleCollegeGraduates45.... .August,l6
Bible College Looking forTeachers . . . .April,20
Bible College Students Elect . . . .July,19

2004-2005 Officers
Confac¿WinsTwo Journalism Awards . . .August, 19

Convention Orchestra Seek Instrumentalists . . . .April,19
......May19

Convention HousingUpdate ....March,20
Feet Washing Pamphlet Ready . .November,20
Foundation Delivers Endowment Gifts . .. ... . .October,18
Foundation Funds FWBBC Ministry . . . .May20

Studies Center
FWBBC Enrollment Sets l8-Year Record . . . . . .November.2l

FWBBC Freshmen Elect Officers .Decemben 16

FWBBCSetsSummerCamp , ...May,20
F\MBBC Student Receives Congressional Medal . . ,October,20
FWBBC Students in Who'sWho . .February 16

lnternational Fellowship Meets in Panama . . . . .Decembeç 14

lnternational Missions Guide . . .December,16
Kentucky Steering Committee Meets . . .November,18
Leadership Conference Meets in Nashville . . . .February 14

Leadership Conference Set for December . . . . .November,19
National Convention Announces College

lnternProgram.... ..March,2l
Nominating Committee Announces Nominees . . .April,20
October Designated "hstor þpreciation Month" . . .October, 20

Publications Committee Report .July 19

Randall House Dedicates New Press . . .March,2l
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Reporting Forms ..... .. .April, l8
Online

Scholarships Assist .. . . . .June, l8
FWBBC Students

Theological Symposium . . .May 20

Papers Sought
316Attend FWBBC ......February l7

Welcome Davs

MINISTERS
Blair,James .....November,18
Coffman, Lawnie . . . . . . .December, 14

Combs,WC. .....February15
Fulcher,Bill ... ..July16
Scott,Adam .....July,18
Thomas,Roy ....March,2O
Turnbough,Elmer . . . . . .August, 19

LAITY
Dotson,Newl ....June,19

CHURCHES
Arizona

First FWB Church, ....January l9
Tucson

0klahoma
First FWB Church, ....August, 17

Checotah
Tennessee

BethelFWB ..August,18
Church,Ashland City

Cofer's Chapel ... ... .April, 18

FWB Church, Nashville
Texas

Eastside FWB. . . . . . .June.19
Church, Houston

Virginia
Bloss Memorial . . . . .February 16

FWB Church,Arlington
Virginia Beach ..... ..February 17

FWB Church, . . . .September,22
Virginia Beach

West Virginia
Parsley Bottom . . . . .September,19

FWB Church. Lenore
Sunshine FWB . . . . . .October,21

Church, Huntington

STATES

Alabama .January 19

Arizona'. :... :........ffi;\;t
Arkansas .November, 19

California .September,22
Canada . .June. 19

Florida . . .August,18
December. l5

Georgia . .July 17

Kansas . . .September,2l

'*::: : : i,IIi,To".,,
......December,16

Mississippi ......Februaryl5
Missouri . .August,16

..,...September,20
NewMexico ....August,19
North Carolina ........January18

......September,22
Ohio.. ...October,l8
Oklahoma ......March,20
South Carolina ... .....June,18
Texas. ..October. 19

Virginia . .October,20
WestVirginia ....September,2l

OTHER
Berea Names New ..... ..May 19

Director
Gateway College .November,2l

Enrolls 4l Students
Hillsdale College . .January 17

Dedicates Multipurpose Center
Hillsdale College .November,2l

Reports 439 Students
Hillsdale NamesTm . . . .October, l9

Eaton President
Hillsdale President, . . . . .August, 17

Carl Cheshier, Retires
International Fellowship . ..January l7

Plans 2004 Session

Preaching Conference . . .April, 19

Set

Southeastern College .. . .November,20
Enrolls 150

Theological Symposium . . .February 16

Broadens Impact
Thomas,Blankenship . . . .July l8

Join Southeastern Staff
2004 StateAssociation . . .February l8

Meetings
34 Enroll at California . . . .November.20

Christian College
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Briefcase

lack Williams Closing the Briefcase

The last deadline. Aller 27
years,seven months and l5 days,my suit-
case is full of old Briefcases. Three hun-
dred thiny editorials later,lstill remember
struggling with the first one published
July 1977 titled "Removing the Pig from
the Fbkel'Mygood friend and predecesso4

Gene Workman,gave it that zippy title.
Conlactwas a robust 24years old and

poised for growth when Gene Workman
handed me the office keys and told me
to take care of the readers. I promptþ lost
4,000 subscribers. Sorry about that,Gene.
You tried.

What I enjoyed most aseditorwas
encouraging new writers. We published
a March 1978 article titled"Contentment
Is a Woolly Face"written by a 26-year-old
EastTennessee pastor. That was the first
time his name appeared in print, but it
would not be the last.

We thought the young fellow showed
promise and encouraged him to attend a

writer's conference. He did. His writing
career caught fire. Robert J. Morgan now
paston Donelson FWB Church in Nashville

and has written 15 books and hundreds
of articles.

What I dreaded most waswriting
obituaries: 197 of them,mostly of ministers.
Don't misunderstand. I dreaded what the
obits meant-losing all those friends as

well as years of ministry experience and
knowledge. lt fell my lot to write final words
aboutsome good men,a task I felt unwor-
thy to do. I always touched obituaries with
reverence,with respect,with a sense of
awe. I hope it showed.

Through the yearc,lwrote obits I never
wanted to write, including the president
of Free Will Baptist Bible College (L.C.

Johnson), the genius boy preacher from
Ohio (Floyd Wolfenbarger),the fi rst editor
o1 Contact (WS. Mooneyham), the evan-
gelist who pointed me to Jesus (J.E.White),

theArkansas farmerwhose call to preach
makes the hair rise on my neck (Herman
Creenwood), the West Virginia dynamo
who quoted the Bible from his open palms
(Billy Samms). . . and too many more.

What I feared most wasthatlwould
be unfair in print. That's why we hustled
to make sure the entire denominational
story found a place in the magazine. That
policy of course, kept me in hot water with
some and in tall cotton with others.

Frankly it's easy to bully people in print,
and some do. We chose the high road at
Contact. Those who wield the journalis-
tic sword must be careful where they lay
the edge of the blade lest they harm the
innocent while probing for truth. If you
think Imistreated you in print,lapologize.
Itried to be fair.

What I remembered most was that
Iwas numbersix. That is,l was Contactb
sixth editor Anything the magazine accom-
plished during my tenure built on the work
of five editors who preceded me-WS.
Mooneyham, Billy Melvin, Rufus Coffey
Jim Owen Jones and Gene Workman.

Each former editor left an example of
journalistic excellence. Iconsidered it an
honor to be friends with all five men. They
birthed Contact and matured it until 1977.

They won numerous journalism awards,
none more impressive than the wnparound
convention coveron theAugust 1971 issue
that took top honon at the 1972 Evangelical
Press Association.

What I appreciated most was pro-
fessional. behind-the-scenes work from
eight editorial assistants who got the mag-

azine to press on time each month. What
a special group:

Sunn Burgess (now Learning and Edu-

cation Consultant with Pricewaterhouse
Coopers),fut Moore Henen (now an lllinois
public school official), Mary Mutchler
Walkley (now an IRS employee in West

Tennessee), h.un ne Thigpen (now president

of Evangelical Tìaining Association), Melody

Hood (now Executive Office bookkeep-
er), Kristi Bryan (now part-owner of a
Nashville printing frrm), Marilyn Pritchard
(who stayed l9 years and took the mag-
azine from typewriters to desk-top pub-
lishing) and Debbie Burden (who worked
her first six months without pay).

Each one brought a distinctive flavor
to the magazine. They were wise and gift-

ed;they sparkled with creativit¡r They did
the hard grunt work as well as the skilled
labor,and I got the credit. But they knew,

and I knew, and now you know.
And that's that. With this final issue,

Contact steps aside for something bigger,

better and brighter. Sometime in 2005 an
exciting new 60,00Gcirculation bimonth-
ly publication willarrive at FreeWill Bap
tist homes around the world-a dream
come true.

The fourcolor magazine will be mailed
free to every FreeWill Baptist who wants
it. That's an amazing accomplishment con-
sidering that Contoct began with less than
500 subscribers in November 1953. Tomor-

row the journey continues and the story
goes on as FreeWill Baptists come togeth-
er for the greatest publishing adventure
in our history

Join us! Sign up today Dont miss an
issue. And don't worry about the noisy
buzzin the background. That's just editor
number six cheering for the new guys. r
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