


Reading the Appointments

I was sitting in the wing-slip, close beside the altar rail,
‘When ithe Bishop came in softly, with a face serene but pale;
And a silence indescribably pathetic in its power,
Such ‘as might have reigned in heaven through that “space of half an
hour,”
Rested on the whole assembly as the Bishop rose and said:
““All the business being finished, the appointments will be read.”
Not as one who handles lightly merchandise of little worth,
‘But as dealing with the richest, most important things of earth,
In the fellowship of Jesus, with the failings of a man,
“The good Bishop asked forbearance—he had done his best to plan
For the glory of the Master, trusting Him to guide the pen
Without prejudice or favor; and the preachers cried, “Amen!”
“Beulah Mountains, Henry Singer”—happy people, happy priest;
On the dainties of the gospel through the changing years to feast;
Not a church trial ever vexed them; all their preachers stay three
years,
And depart amid a tempest of the purest kind of tears.
“Troubled Waters, Nathan Peaceful”’—how that sainted face grew
red!
How the tears streamed through his fingers as he held his swimming
head!
But his wife stooped down and whispered; what sweet message d1d
she bear?
For he turned with face transﬁgured as upon some mount of prayer.
Swift as thought in highest action, sorrow passed and gladness came
At some wondrous strain of music breaking forth from Jesus’ name.
“Holy Rapture,” said the Bishop, “I have left to be supplied,”
And T thought—*“You couldn’t fill it, Mr. Bishop, if you tried.”
For an angel if transfigured to this conference below
“Wouldn't know one-half the wonders that those blessed people
know;
They would note some stram of discord though he sang as heaven
sings,
“And discover some shortcomings in the feathers of his wings.
“Grand Endeavor, Jonas Laggard.” Blessed be the Lord! thought I;
~They have put that Brother Laggard where he has to work or die,
For the church at Grand Endeavor, with its energy and prayer,
Will transform him to a hero or just drive him to despair.
If his trumpet lacks the vigor of the gospel’s charming sound,
They will start a big revival, and forget that he’s around.
“Consecration, Jacob Faithful”—hand in hand the two will go

Through the years that lie before them, bringing life to earth below.

“Greenland Corners, Peter Wholesoul”—but he lost his self-control,

Buttoned up his coat as if he felt a cold wind strike his soul,

Saw ‘the dreary path before him, drew a deep breath, knit his brows,

Then concluded to be faithful to his ordination vows.

In the front pews sat the fathers, hair as white as driven snow;

As the Bishop read appointments they had filled long years ago,
“Tender memories rushed upon them, life revived in heart and byain,

Till it seemed that they could travel those old circuits o’er again.

“Happy Haven, Joseph Restful”—how the joy shone in his face

At the thought of being pastor-for three years in such a place!

“Hard-as-Granite, Ephraim Smasher”—stewards there sat.in a row,

And they didn’t want that Smasher, and he didn’t want to go.

“Drowsy Hollow, Israel Wakim —he is sent to sow and reap

Where the congregatlons gather in the interest of sleep,

This heart-touching -poem .- was -taken
from “The Free Methodist.: While -our
pastors may not have had ‘the experience
of a pastoral appointment, much of this
poem will be as real as life to them. The
author is unknown.

As they sit on Sabbath morning in their softly cushioned pews

They begin to make arrangements for their regular weekly snooze,

Through the prayer a dimness gathers over every mortal eye;

Through the reading of the Scriptures they begin to droop and sigh;

In the hymn before the sermon, with its music grand and sweet,

They put forth one mighty effort to be seen upon their feet;

Then amidst the sermon, throbbing with the gospel’s sweetest sound,

They sink down in deepest slumber and are nodding all around,

But I guess that Brother Wakim, on the first bright Sabbath day,

When he preaches to that people, and is heard a mile away,

Will defy both saint and sinner on a breast to lay a chin

Till he strikes the strain of “lastly,” and I'll warrant him to win.

For by all who ever heard him it is confidently said,

If ‘twere possible to mortal, he would wake the very dead.

Then a mist came o’er my vision as the Bishop still read on--

And the veil that hides the future for a moment was withdrawn;

In the pulpit seem’d-I saw one like the Heavenly Bishop stand,

On His head a crown of glory, and a long roll in His hand,

Round His throne-a countless number of the ransomed, listening,
press’d—

He was stationing His preachers in the city of the blest;

Some whose names were most familiar, known and reverenced by
all,

Went down to the smaller mansions back against the city wall.

One who took the poorest churches, miles away from crowds and
cars,

Went up .to a throne of glory with a crown ablaze with stars.

How the angels sang to greet him! how the Master cried, “Well
done!”

While the preacher blushed and wondered where he had such glory
won.

Some whose speech on earth was simple, with no arguments but
fears,

Nothing novel in their sermons for fastidious, itching ears,

Coldly welcomed by the churches, counted burdensome by all,

Went up to the royal mansion and were neighbors to St. Paul.

Soon the Master called a woman, known but vaguely here in life,

By her quiet, gentle nature, though a famous preacher’s wife——

Praised and blessed her for the harvests she had garnered in the sky;

But she meekly turned and answered, “ "Twas my husband, Lord,
not L.”

“Yes,” the Master said, “his talents were as stars that glow and

~ shine:

But thy faith gave them their virtue, and the glory, child, is thine!”

Then a lame girl—I had known her—heard her name called with
surprise,

. There was trembling in her’ bosom, there was wonder in her eyes

“I was nothing but a cripple; gleaned in no wide field, my King;

Only sat a silent suff’rer ‘neath the shadow of Thy wing!”

“Thou hast been a mighty preacher, and the hearts of many stirred

To devotion by thy patience without uttering a word,”

Said the Master, and the maiden to His side with wonder press’d—

Christ was stationing His preachers in the city of the blest,

And the harpstrings of the angels linked their names to sweetest
praise

Whom the world had passed unnoticed 1 in the blindness of its ways.

I was still intently gazing at the scene beyond the stars .

When I saw the conference leaving, and 1 started for the cars.
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WAYNE SMITH
Pastor

more important than to own a home. About
50 per cent of divorces come from families
that do not own their homes.

3. Intoxicating drink and gambling have
~ caused the ruin of most families where either
of them has been present.

Dr. L. C. Johnson spoke on ‘“An
Evangelist Looks at the Home,” on Sunday
- night, February 24, and continued with
special services through the following
Wednesday night.

Every Tuesday night in the month was
devoted to special social activities for the
family. Included among the activities was
a family picnic, a “Mother and Daughter”
banquet, a “Father and Son” banquet, and
a friendship social.

Films that related to each occasion were
shown and three speakers were heard dur-
ing these times of fellowship. Mrs. J. E.
Wooten, director of Cragmont Assembly,
spoke at the banquet for mothers and
daughters which was attended by 109; Rev.
W. T. Ratchford, pastor of the First Meth-
odist ‘church, spoke to.the 75 fathers and
sons, and Dr. L. C. Johnson brought the
message at the friendship social.

The _pastor “reported that many of the
Aprir, 1957

decisions for Christ were made at these
Tuesday night services.

Two highlights of the month came on
Sunday, February 17, and Sunday, Feb-
ruary 24. On the first of these, a marriage
service was held at the close of the morn-
ing worship service and 30 couples came
to the front and renewed their marriage
vows. This service was especially impressive.

On the following Sunday a dedication
service for children was conducted. A large
number of parents brought their children
to the front and dedicated both themselves
and their children to God.

In commenting on the results of the
month, Pastor Smith said, “This special
family emphasis month did. more for us
than anything we've ever -attempted at our
church. Not only did it strengthen the
family life, which it definitely did, but in
many ways it had the same ‘impact as a
revival.”

There were 24 ‘decisions for Christ and
16 additions to the church as a result of
the services.

An entire family, which had been on the
verge of divorce, was saved -and reunited.
The parents had been separated .for several

Marriage vows were renewed by 30 couples during ‘Family Life’ month at Swannanoa, N. €.
. These came- at the close of a special service 1o renew their vows, “4 great time,” the pastor said.:

weeks, but both of them and their son were
reached by the church, made decisions for
Christ and re-established the home,

“The revival is still going on,” the pas-
tor commented. “We have been having
decisions in nearly every service. Five peo-
ple have been saved in their homes or the
hospital as a result of personal visitation
and witnessing by our men. They have
been taking the gospel to the people.”

What does this pastor say . about other
churches doing a similar thing? “By all
means the churches should do what they
can for their families, The home is basic
to our whole social structure and -as our
homes go, so will go our nation. The re-
wards of a ‘Family Life’ month will repay’
any church for the efforts invested.”

This comes from a pastor who knows,

He tried it.

(See Additional Pictures on Page 8)
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A brand-new over-all 1957 theme
“Journeying with Jesus” offers you
a new opportunity for VBS success.
Teachers and pupils will be de-
lighted. )

And year after year scores upon
scores of Christian workers acclaim
ALL-BIBLE Vacation School les-
sons “best by far.” Learn this for
yourself by getting your free “VBS
Journeylog.”

This guide to success outlines the
. entire 1957 program in detail. Every

Here’s just what you nee
ALL-BIBLE VACATIO
school. Ideal for you, V.
fingertips. Includes 5 tea
each department, Nurser
of contents for the Young
work Projects for Nurse
tains “"VBS Journeylog”
hanger, post card, butto
of $4.13 for only $3.15.

Yes, Please rush me a FREE copy of
the 1957 ABVS Descriptive Catalog
“VBS Journeylog.”

Enclosed please find $3.15 for a com-
plete Introductory Packet of 1957
ABVS materials,

l-mﬂ--—-_---_--n_mmmmm_nﬂmnm-n-

IFREE WILL BAPTIST HEADQUARTERS

[

SPECIAL INTRGDWQTORY PACKET

PRE-VIEWS ﬁ:@iﬁRSE

department from Nursery through
Adult is described fully, Leaves no
guesswork on what to order. Tells
you the complete day-by-day pro-
gram. Contains full information on
the course that exalts the BIBLE in
Vacation Bible School.

Send for your FREE copy of the
1957 VBS Journeylog''

ecome fully acquainted with every phase of
HOOL LESSONS well in advance of your
ctor—the whole curriculum right at your
manuals and 5 pupils’ workbooks—one for

rough Intermediate—a cover reprint with table

le and Adult teacher’s manual, and the Hand-
ginner, and Primary departments. Also con-
mples ‘of new VBS poster, dodger, doorknob
dband, and enrollment card. A retail value
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personally . .

This is a plea. ~
We hope it won’t fall on 'unhearing cars.
It is-a plea for some tightening up of
ordination requirements for ministers. This

‘can be done only on the associational level

where the ordaining takes place. The
national association can make certain rec-
ommendations (which it has not done to
date), but they must be implemented on the
local level.

Since the leadership has not yet .come
from the national association, the districts
should begin to tighten up until that time
when we can have standard ordination
requirements all over the denomination.

Particularly do we urge that presbyteries
and ordaining councils exercise great caution
in receiving people from other groups and
denominations. By no means would we cast
reflection on the motives and integrity of all
men who wish to change their connections,
but we do believe that their motives should
be able to stand a careful investigation,

Surely no one would be simple enough to
believe that ordination papers from some
other group is an unqualified endorsement of
a candidate. A person who has nothing to
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hide and is sincere in his reasons for wanfing. ...

to join our denomination will have no
objections to a complete revelation of his
past.

Every candidate, whether for first ordina-
tion, or coming from another group, should
be carefully screened. Knowledge of his
forbears by some member of the ordaining
council does not qualify a candidate to
preach for Free Will Baptists., The candidate
must stand on his own—not on a friend’s
recommendation or ancestral acquaintance.

Our own feeling is that no person should
be ordained without having filled out a
questionnaire regarding his background,
doctrinal beliefs, and training or plans for
training. This would eliminate a great deal
of the haphazard oral questioning which
often produces nothing more specific and
concrete than the candidate’s name.

Ordination is an honor which should not
be bestowed lightly. To let the bars down in
our rush to get preachers is to sin against our
churches and brethren. Sister churches and
associations often pay the high price of
trouble and splits because a lax ordaining
council failed to exercise Christian caution.

Someday when we learn that trouble-
makers do not leave as easily as they come,
perhaps we'll tighten up.

Among the tens of thousands of books
which come from America’s presses each
month, a good number are directed toward
ministers and Christian leaders. In order
to keep you abreast ‘of current titles, ‘we
will feature each month “The ‘Pastor’s
Bookshelf,” - reviews -of ‘many. of the new
books.

We hope it will become something of a

guide - to ‘ministers “in building ~up . their: .

library. ‘Any book which is reviewed may
be purchased directly from us.
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