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:~ A Look, At the Life of

James Arminius, The Man

by Charles A. Thigpen

T O UNDERSTAND THE WRITINGS of a man,
serious attention must be given to his
life. Everyone who writes does so from
the circumstances, happenings and exper-
iences through which he has passed. To
say the least, these form the background or
the setting for an author’s work. With these
thoughts in mind, let us consider James
Arminius.

One is temporarily confused when he
finds that many reference works use dif-
ferent spellings and even different names
for James Arminius. His name was Jacobus
Herman or Harman. The learned men of
that period either Latinized their names or
substituted such Latin names as agreed
most nearly in sound or in signification
with them. Arminius selected the name of
the celebrated leader of the Germans in the
early part of the first century.

James Arminius was born in Oudewater,
a small town near Utrecht in Holland, in
the year 1560. His parents were very re-
spectable persons, his father being a me-
chanic, a cutler by trade. While Arminius
was yet an infant, his father died. He, a
brother, and a sister were left to the care
of his widowed mother. A clergyman by
the name of Theodore Aemilius, of Utrecht,
took upon himself the education of young
Arminius. Up until his fifteenth year, when
Aemilius died, he was well versed in the
Greek and Latin languages and the elements
of science. During this time he manifested
the traits of uncommon genius. Even
though he was young, he was led to dedi-
cate himself to the service of God.

Shortly after the death of Aemilius, Ru-
dolph Snellius, a native of Oudewater, then
residing at Marpurg in Hessia, became ac-
quainted with and interested in Arminius
and invited him to go to Marpurg under his
own patronage. Arminius accompanied him
and had been enrolled in the University for
only - a short time, when the sad news
reached him that his native town had been
destroyed by ‘the Spanish army. He re-
turned to Holland to find that his mother,

‘brother and sister were among the victims
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of the indiscriminate slaughter which took
place as the town was captured.

Even though Arminius returned to Mar-
purg, he did not stay very long because
during this same year, 1575, the University
at Leyden was opened under the auspices
of William I, Prince of Orange. He at once
returned to Holland and entered Leyden
University to remain for six years. During
this time he occupied the highest place in
the estimation of his instructors and his
fellowstudents. In his twenty-second year,
he was recommended to the municipal au-
thorities of Amsterdam as a young man of
promise and worthy of their patronage.
Thereupon these authorities assumed the
expense of the completion of his academic
studies, while Arminius contracted to de-
vote himself for the remainder of life, after
ordination, to the service of the church in
that city and not to work elsewhere without
their special consent,

Arminius immediately went to the Uni-
versity of Geneva so as to get under the
teaching of Beza. Only a short time later
he met opposition there because he defend-
ed Ramus and his system of dialectics in
opposition to that of Aristotle. This posi-
tion offended some of the professors and
he went to the University of Basle where
he remained for a year. As thé adverse
feeling had subsided at Geneva, he returned
to pursue his studies for the next three
years.

After this he made a tour of Italy. When
he returned to Holland he was licensed to
preach after an examination before the Am-
sterdam Classic. At this time he began his
public ministry in the city of Amsterdam.
His preaching was received with so much
favor that he was unanimously called to the
pastorate of the Dutch church in this same
city and was ordained on the eleventh day
of August, 1588.

In the year 1589, circumstances occurred
which exerted much influence on the -doc-
trinal views of Arminius and led him to
adopt  the theological system which bears
his name. - Coornhert, a deeply pious man,

and one who rendered important service: to
his country and the Reformation, assailed
the beliefs of Calvin on predestination, jus-.
tification and the punishment - of heretics .
by death. ‘His views were answered by. the
ministers of Delft in 1589. Instead of ‘de-
fending Calvin’s beliefs, which :Coornhert
had attacked, they presented and defended -
the sublapsarian views and assailed  the
views of Calvin and Beza.

Arminius was requested by a friend to de-
fend his former teacher. Also at this time,
the ecclesiastical senate at Amsterdam re-
quested him to expose and refute the .errors
of Coornhert. He began this work immedi-""
ately, but on accurately weighing the argu-
ments in favor of Calvinism, he began to
have strong doubts about them. He con-
tinued his researches, studied the Scriptures
carefully and compared them with the writ-
ings of the early fathers and the later -di-
vines. As a result of this thorough investi-
gation he adopted the view on predestina-
tion, which is today known as the Armini-
an view.

The - Calvinistic views which Arminius
turned against are as follows: supralap-
sarianism, the belief that before God creat-
ed the world He had decreed who -should
be saved and who should be damned;li-
mited atonement, the teaching that Christ
died only for the elect; irresistible grace,
and the perseverance of the elect. In place
of these, Arminius put forth the following:

(Continued on page 14)

BEGINNING NEXT MONTH, we will
begin a series of three articles by Rev.
Charles A. Thigpen reviewing .one: of
the most significant publications of
this decade, The Writings of Armin-
ius. The three-volume set was tians-
lated by James Nichols and W. R.
Bagnall and published by Baker Book
House.

In this introductory article, the re-
viewer introduces you to the man to
whom Damon C. Dodd says in The
Free Will Baptist Story “must go the
credit for having actually broken the
stranglehold which high Calvinism
had on the spiritual throats of the
people.” Peter Bertius, who preached
the funeral of Arminius, said of him,
“There lived @ man whom it was not
possible for those who knew him suf-
ficiently to esteem; those who enter-
tained no esteem for him are such as
never knew him well enough to- ap-
preciate his merits.” Y

The theology of Armlmus as set
forth in his writings, will “b,e discussed
in the forthcoming reviews—each -ar-
ticle dealing with one volume. Mr,
Thigpen is moderator of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists ‘and
dean at Free. Will Baptist Bible:Col-
lege. ‘Don’t miss this significant and:
important series.
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A number of years ago the Saturday
Evening Post conducted an experiment pre-
~sumably to test the sincerity of the “Wel-
come” signs displayed on the bulletin boards
of many city churches.

They employed a number of young wom-
en who were to dress plainly and attend the
services of churches which hung out the
welcome sign. We will not inquire too
closely into the motive back of this ex-
periment and a detailed study of the re-
sults was not published.

However, several of the young women
described their reception by the church
membership, ranging all the way from mild-
ly cordial to frosty. The results in general
were not any too flattering to pastors or
members.

A prominent clergyman in the city of
Philadelphia was reading about the afore-
said experiment.

“Wouldn’t it be awful,” he said to his
wife, “if one of these visitors came to our
church and was snubbed.”

The next Sunday he noticed a plainly
dressed young woman sitting in the rear

The “author is a semi-retired insurance man
who ‘writes -for a number of church papers in
his - spare - time. * He - lives - in  Oklahoma .City,
OXkla,
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by Art Rakestraw

of the auditorium. At the conclusion of the
service, he hastened to greet her.

“Welcome to our church. I hope you en-
joyed the services. If you will tell me where
you live, my wife and I will be glad to call
on you.”

The woman looked at him strangely.
“You wouldn’t have far to go. I'm your
cook.”

Visitors and strangers should be wel-
comed, of course, and we may consider
some factors which help to establish and
maintain cordiality. First and foremost is
sincerity. If our visitors are to feel wel-
come, we must want them to feel welcome.
The greeting, “Welcome, stranger,” if we
do not have a friendly feeling down inside,
is just a string of empty words and quickly
becomes perfunctory, mechanical and use-
less.

Friendliness is catching. We read that
he would have friends must show himself
friendly. All visitors are not equally re-
sponsive. We must, therefore, be tactful.
We must be cordial without being effusive.
Some folks will come into a service, sit on
a back seat, hurry out at the close of the
service and then complain because no one
spoke to them.

In almost every church, nowadays, it is
the custom for the pastor to call on some
one to offer the closing prayer while he tip-
toes. to the door, there to shake hands with

Welcome,

Stranger

the departing worshippers. The motive
back of this procedure is good, but it has
some defects.

For one thing, it does not provide suf-
ficient time for the pastor to really get
acquainted, note all names and addresses,
family and business connections, and other
helpful information. There is also little or
no opportunity for discussion of any prob-
lem that might call for pastoral counsel.

Would it not be better for the pastor to
appoint two of the older members who
would be able to spot strangers to take po-
sitions at the doors? One of these would
greet the visitor and then say, “We would
like to have you meet our pastor,” and con-
duct him to the rostrum where there would
be more leisure and opportunity for becom-
ing acquainted.

There is one great advantage in this pro-
cedure. In spite of the sincerity and cordial-
ity in the pastoral welcome, there is neces-
sarily an element of professionalism in it.
The visitor expects it of him. I dare say
that the right kind of a greeting, neither
perfunctory nor unduly effusive, will pro-
mote more friendliness than one with a min-
isterial flavor. So far we are simply laying
a foundation for good will and this should
be apparent in all our contacts.

Visitors cards should be used, of course.
This is the quickest and surest and the most
accurate way of getting needed. informa-
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. tion,” The cards are placed on the offering

plates. Some pastors read off the names
as a public welcome. . Others ask: the ‘new-
comers to rise so that the congregation may
recognize them and greet them -after the
close ‘of the service. While some one may
occasionally ‘object, most strangers and
visitors appreciate this atfention.

The -suggestion has been made to use
“greeters” who might circulate among the
audience just before the service begins.
This might work well under favorable con-
ditions, but in many cases it would cause
confusion and disturb the quiet atmosphere
conducive to a contemplative attitude. We
have enough chattering already in God’s
house before services start without adding
to the din which inevitably leads to ir-
reverence.

Incidentally, while every church has a
roster of its membership, it should also have
an accurate roster of its prospects. It should
include families of nonmembers whose
children attend the Sunday school, persons
who hold membership in out-of-town
churches, and attenders who have not yet
become Christians.

This should be a starting point for sys-
tematic neighborhood visitation. This
should be a real and painstaking project
and not a mere survey or canvass sweeping
the area once and forgetting it until the next
year, but carried on week after week, month
after month, year after year.

As to the methods, they will necessarily
vary with the field and the available work-
¢rs, but in order to be successful they must
be simple and not cluttered up with unne-
cessary details. The activity will revolve
around one man. Call him the visitation
secretary or what you will, he will be the
mainspring and the balance wheel of the
whole visitation program.

Assuming you have a congregation of
100 to 125 active members and a Sunday
school enrolment of 200-250, this man
should have a corps of eight workers, four
of whom have automobiles. He would send
them forth, two by two, and they would re-
port to him on or before the Sunday fol-
lowing. “He would alternate his visitors so
as not to overburden any one. And that is
all there is to it, except to get some 3 by 5
index cards on which to record results.

A general meeting of these visitors is not
necessary or even advisable. 1t consumes
time and often might interfere with the only
{ime of ‘the evening when some calls could
he - ‘made.

These four two-man teams, each making
ihree calls a week, would be bound to have
an - impact -upon the religious life of the
gommunity. It hardly needs be said, but
every call should convey a deep spiritual
influence and anything like proselytmg
should be shunped as deadly poisonous.

With these suggestions put into practice,

any church can make the words, “Welcome,
stranger,” warm and throbbing instead of
cold and -formal. Who knows, he might
even come back and.not be a stranger any
more,
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. traveling with you,

Don'ts for Evangelists

1. Don’t make tentative dates. The pas-
tor cannot build-his program around an
uncertain future. He wants the year,
month, day, and hour of your arrival.

2. Don’t ask your friends for meetings. If

they want you and can work you into their

program, you will be invited at the time and
in the usual manner.

3. Don’t gush over the pastors at district
assemblies and preachers’ meetings. If
your motive is personal gain and prefer-
ment, it cannot be hidden.

4. Don’t let it become known that you ex-
pect a certain amount in the offering, either
by direct statement or implication. If the
pastor is a Christian gentleman, he will see
that you are well paid. If he isn’t, anything
you would say would only aggravate the
situation.

5. Don’t arrive a day late for your meet-
ings. You are expected to keep your word
in this matter regardless of your ability and
the demand for service.

6. Don’t skin the church the first night.
There will be ample time to put the old gos-
pel plow deep after you have won the hearts
and confidence of the church.

7. Don’t loaf through the first sermor,
or those who come to look you over will
not be back, sure enough. The pastor and
people will expect you to “preach” even
in that first service.

8. Don’t feel that you have to tell all the
latest jokes to get acquainted. At least half
of the congregation would just as soon hear
a personal testimony to being saved—if
you still have the blessing.

‘9. Don’t preach more about your sweet
wife at home, or the doll baby companion
than you do Jesus
Christ.

10. Don’t start asking and calling about
train schedules out of town before you get
settled in your room. The pastor would
like to think you are going to be interested
in promoting a revival of religion before
you leave for your next appointment.

11. Don’t be fussy about your entertain-
ment. Adjust yourself to the family, eat
what is set before you, and make the most
of even a bad situation.

12. Don’t arrive at church twenty minutes
before the service starts, twiddling your
thumbs on the platform as if you had no
appreciation for the stuff life is made of—
time.

13. Don’t act as if you were bored with
the - preliminaries. Make the folks think

you are joining in the singing, either by "
looking at the hymnal or. humming along :
with the congregation.

14. Don’t preach longer than forty-five
minutes, and shorter if you can. Make your
altar call at nine o’clock, and the  pastor
will be careful to give you the pulpit earlier.

15. Don’t be too careless or too negligent in
taking your Bible to the pulpit. There will -
be many in your .audience who have a
great reverence for the Word—and think
a preacher should take a text for -every
message.

16. Don’t run all over town to visit with.
your old friends and come rushing in just -
at church time. The pastor will know you
are not prepared to preach with the anoint-
ing and the people will know it after you
are through.

17. Don’t cut your last service short in or-
der to catch an early train out of town. ‘It
should receive your very best since it cli-
maxes all that has gone before.

18. Don’t grab your offering and dodge
out the side door while the preacher and his
wife are praying seekers through without
telling them goodbye and expressing ap-
preciation to the lady who has stood over
the cookstove preparing wonderful food for
two weeks just for you.

~The Sermon Builder

YOUR
BIBLE
will mean:
MORE
with a
good
Bible

Dictionary!

HERE IS THE FINEST!
John D. Davis

DICTIONARY OF

THE BIBLE

Fourth Revised Edition
" 868 Pages — $5.95

e Explains every name, term,
place found in the Bible.
e Clear and understandable
language.
_ @ Thoroughly true to the Bible.

o Widely recognized 20th century
scholarship.

QOrder- from_Headquarters
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CING AROUND THE STATES.

| Alabama Has

League Convention

SYLACAUGA, Ala.—The Alabama state
league convention was held here June 21-
22 at the First church. Speakers were Mr.
Ray Turnage and Rev. Dave Franks.” New
officers elected were Phillip Gilbert, presi-
dent; Rev. - Charles Hollingshead, vice-
president, and Gladys Adams, secretary-
treasurer. The 1958 session will be held
June 6-7 at Howard’s Grove church, Do-
than.

Lawton Church
Gets Building

“LAWTON, Okla.—For the first time
since the organization in 1954, the Free
Will Baptist church has a permanent home.
After several temporary meeting places,
the . church purchased a lot at 24th and
Cornell streets and the Hopewell No. 2
association to which they belong provided
funds--for the first unit of the proposed
building. The church has 22 members and
was led in this program Dby Rev. Julian
Hawkins, who recently resigned after 9%
months. The new pastor is Rev. L. T.
Woodall.

South Carolina Forms
Chiurch Loan Association

DARLINTON, S. C—A non-profit
Church Loan Association was formed re-
cently in South Carolina to provide help for
any Free Will Baptist church within the
state to build, remodel, or redecorate. Of-
ficers of the association are Rev. Fred
Powers, president; Rev. Romnald Creech,
vice-president; Rev. Rufus Coffey, secretary;
Rev. Julius Vause, treasurer, and Clarence
Lambert, member.

The association is financed by the pur-
chase of membership certificates of $25
each which may be paid in one sum or by
the month. Contributions and inquiries
should be addressed to Rev. Rufus Coffey,
Darlington, S. C.

" Durham Church Gets
New Secretary

DURHAM, N. C.—Miss Juanita Dunn
began her:duties as church secretary at the
‘Edgemont church here July 1. A native
North Carolinian, Miss Dunn is a graduate
of Free Will Baptist Bible College, and was
engaged in secretarial :and child evangelism
‘work before coming to Durham.
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New Mission Begun
In St. Louis, Mo.

ST. LOUIS, MO—A mission was started
June 9 in Lemay, a suburb of St. Louis, by
Loy Smith. The address is. 9736 S. Broad
way. Rev. John Rogers, a St. Louis pastor,
began a revival there June 10.

Tennessee Church
Completes First Unit

DONELSON, Tenn.—The basement unit
of the Free Will Baptist church here was
scheduled to be completed July 14 in time
for the first service of a revival led by Rev.
C. F. Bowen. An all-day service is sched-
uled for that day. The church is located at
McGavock Pike and Knobdale. Rev. Ro-
bert Owen is pastor.

Social Band District
Meets at Jonesboro

JONESBORO, Ark.—The quarterly
meeting of the Social Band Association met
here June 28-29 with Rev. Carl High as
moderator. Sermons were brought by Rev.
Henry Pauley and Rev. Eugene Davis.

Florida Schedules
Annual Camp Meeting

COTTONDALE, Fla—The Florida
camp meeting will be held July 22-August
2 at the campgrounds south of here with
Rev. Homer Willis as evangelist. The mu-
sic will be under the direction of Mr. and
Mrs. Chester Cook. In conjunction with the
meeting, the state Woman’s Auxiliary con-
vention will sponsor a study course for a
week under the direction of Mrs. Homer
Willis. Rev. W. B. Hughes reports that free
meals will be served twice a day and that
lodging facilities are also available.

Eighteen Join at
Strathmore, Calif.

STRATHMORE, Calif.—Eighteen char-
ter members came into the Free Will Bap-
tist church which was organized here May
31, The charter was left open for 30 days
and additional members were anticipated.
Rev. Arvel Woolrey was called as pastor.
Rev. T. C. Lynch, Rev. Fred Wynn, and
Rev. Gene Shaw of the state executive
board were in charge of the organizational
ceremony.

Western Carolina: k
Has Youth Rally

ASHEVILLE, - N. - C.—Four - churches k
were represented ‘at the June ‘youth rally
held at the Horney Heights church here. A :
musical program was presented by a rhythm
band from the Junior and Primary depart-
ments. The next rally will be held in
August.

High School Student
Ordained to Ministry

SLOCOMB, Ala.—Bobby Register, an
eleventh grade student who is pastor or
Panther Creek church in the Union Hill
association, was ordained to the ministry
July 7. Rev. Rufus Hyman preached the
ordination sermon and Rev. R. P. Jones
led the prayer.

REVIVALS . . Allen’s Chapel church,
Newport, Ark.; Tommie Day, evangelist; J.
W. Blanks, pastor; Aug. 12-21. ’

Dickson, Tenn.; Arthur Billows, evan-
gelist; E. B. McDonald, pastor; june 2-14; .
8 dec., 9 add. ‘

Fawn Grove church, Dorscy, Miss.; L.
H. Moulton, evangelist; M. L. Hollis, pas-..
tor; July 28-Aug. 2.

Fulton, Miss.; .. H. Moulton, evange-
list; M. L. Hollis, pastor; Aug. 4-9.

Mr. Pleasant church, Vernon, Ala.; M.
L. Hollis, evangelist; Rev. Collins, pastor;
Aug. 11-16.

Donelson, Tenn.; C. F. Bowen, evange-
list; Robert Owens, pastor; July 14-24.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS . . . First
church, Dothan, Ala.; enr., 98; ave. att.,
86; dec., 5; mission offering, $12.49.

First church, Tulsa, Okla.; enr. 204; ave,
att., 160; dec., 23.

First church, Hobbs, N. Mex.; enr. 107;
ave. att.,, 68; mission offering $33.22.

Pleasant View church, Dix, Ill.; no at-
tendance report, but 16 decisions for Christ,
(including one mother) were made.

PASTORAL CHANGES . .. Rev. Roger -

Reeds to Southside church, St. Louis, Mo., "

from Davis, N. C. Es

Rev. Arthur Billows to New Hope church,
Joelton, Tenn.

Rev. Paul Long has resigned Ozias church,
Pearson, Ga., effective Sept. 1, Future
plans indefinite. ‘

Rev. Leslie Elliott to Pleasant View: church,
Dix, Ill., from Nason, Il i

Rev. Jerry Dudley to Concord, Calif., from
Tulare, Calif. i

Rev. Gene Rogers to Tulare, Calif., from: =
Huntington Park, Calif, M
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STATE ASSOCIATIONS MEET

Virginia Organizes
Minister’s Conference

BRISTOL, Va—A state ministers’ con-
ference was organized on the night preced-
ing the opening of the Virginia state associ-
ation June 13-15 at Shiloh Church near
here.. A large delegation of ministers was
present and named Rev. E. H. Overman,
Norfolk, president of the conference. Rev.
J. A. Boatright, Clinchport, is vice-president,
and Rev. Ralph Flannery is secretary-
treasurer.

The conference appointed a committee on
ministerial conduct composed of Rev. J. W.
Chesnutt, Rev. Howard Bostic, Rev. Walter
Glover, Rev. Hobert Addington, and Rev.
Fred Rivenbark. Rev. E. T. Darnell is pub-
licity chairman. S

Rev. J. A. Boatright and Rev. E, H. Overman

In the state association which followed,
Mr. Boatright was re-elected moderator and
‘Rev. Walter H. Glover was elected assistant
moderator. Mr. Overman was elected treas-
urer and Mrs. M. C. Foran was re-elected
clerk.

California Adopts
Standard Questionnaire

BELL GARDENS, Calif.—The Califor-
nia state association in session here June
12-14 adopted a standard questionnaire to
be ~used in the ordination of ministers
throughout the state. Delegates to the con-
vention heard messages by Bobby Brown,
Otis Faries, E. E. Morris, and Winston Law-
less.

Rev. Ralph C. Hampton, Modesto, was
‘chosen again as moderator. Other officers
are Rev. Earl Jensen, Turlock, assistant.
noderator; Rev. Gene-Rogers, Tulare, clerk,
nd - Mrs. June Rolen, assistant clerk.

 The -dates. of the next session were
hanged to the last week in June (25-27),
8. Tt-will be held at the First Church,
hmond. :
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Ohio Holds Session
At Long Run Church

MINFORD, Ohio— The Ohio state
association met at the Long Run church
near here June 20-22. Rev. Robert Meade
served as moderator for the session.

Sermons were scheduled to be brought by
Edward Stevens, Ted Newsome, Mott Mc-
Clellen, Thomas Depriest, Elmer Miller, and
Melford Riddlebarger. No report on the
business of the convention was available.

Kentucky Meet Approves

‘State Headquarters

BETSY LAYNE, Ky.—A resolution call-
ing for.the establishment of a state head-
quarters at the vacant orphanage property
in Louisa was approved by delegates attend-
ing the Kentucky state convention  here
June 15. A committee was instructed to
meet with the orphanage board to work out
the details and to make arrangements for
using the property for youth activities.

The moderator, Rev. Walter Hooper, also
appointed “several special committees for
the promotion and coordination of the state
work. Other officers elected were Rev.
Carl Senters, Betsy Layne, assistant modera-
tor; Rev. William M. Moore, Louisa, clerk,
and Rev. W. S. Boggs, Louisa, treasurer.

The next session will meet June 14, 1958,
at the Louisa chufch.

lllinois Sets Up
Home Mission Board

BENTON. Ill.—A home mission board,

charged with the responsibility of sponsor- -

ing new church organizations with the state,
was authorized and elected  when the. Illi-
nois Yearly Meeting met at the camp-
grounds here June 19-22. Named to this
new board ‘were Bill Turnbough, Claude
Childers, Cecil Walker, Howard Flota, and
George McClaskey. Each church was asked
to make a monthly contribution for this
organizational work.

The officers, which were retained, are
Rev. George Waggoner, Mt. Vernon, mod-
erator; Rev. George ‘Ritter, Marion, assist-
ant moderator; Mrs. Zola McClerren, treas-
urer, and Mrs. Freda McClaskey, clerk.
Sermons during the convention were
brought by James F. Miller, Wallace Ma-
lone, Raymond" Riggs, Cecil Walker and
Leslie Elliot.

The next session wili be held June 18-21,

1958, -with ‘the Wayne - county - quarterly

meeting.

Second Honor Roll

“Every Church Family” Plan

Salem church, Missouiri

Hurryville church, Farmington, Mo.

Grace  church, Blount, W, Va.

Pleasant Valley church, Butler, Okla.
Martinstown church, Worthington, Mo.

First church, Sapulpa, Okla.

Trinity Temple church, Tulsa, Oklahoma
West Side church, Johnsonville, South Carolina
First church, Bryan, Texas

First church, Corning, Ark.

Central church, Tampa, Florida

Union church, West Frankfurt, Illinois

First church, Wenatchee, Washington
Jameson Memorial church, Henderson, Texas
First church, Lake Charles, La.

Bethel church, West Plains, Mo.

First church, Pine Bluff, Ark.

Buffalo Springs church, Bellevue, Texas
Woodbine church, Nashville, Tenn.

Oakland church, Bradford, Ark.

‘First: church, - Blakely, Ga.

New Home  church, Tulsa, Okla.

Mt. Olive church, Laneville, Texas

First church, Searcy, Ark, e

First church, Midland, Texas R
First church, Chipley, ‘Florida T T
Victory church, Kansas City, Mo. ‘
Trinity church, Nashville, Tenn.
New love Well Church, Richton,
Beacon church, Raytown, Mo.
Pretty Water church, Sapulpa, Okla.
First church, Pothan, Ala.

Miss.

We are thankful for the one church added this
month to the honor roll. This is the First church,
Dothan, -Ala., which sent the names of 42 families
1o become Ceptact subscribers, This now gives us
32 churches on the second honor roll.

The Family Plan is the simplest way of seeing
that each member gets the denominational paper.
Each month the paper goes directly to the mailbox
of each member whose church uses the Faiily
Plan ‘and the subscription is paid for by “histithes
and offerings given to the church.

We will send our new folder telling about -the
plan, “Contact in Every Home in Every Church,”
and complete forms for enrolling your families if
you will write and request it.

Rules for Honor Roll

1. Send names and addresses of @l families in
the church, Do not send any money,

2. Your list will be checked against our
circulation. Refunds on any subscriptions in effect
will be credited to the church account.

3. The church will receive a bill quarterly for 25
cents for each subscription and a form for adding
or dropping any names desired.

4. The plan remains in effect until the church
requests that it be discontinued.
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Differs about Desertion

Dear Editor:

I differ strongly with an answer given in
the March issue to a woman who seems to
be one of those unfortunate and helpless
persons who has been deserted by an un-
believing husband.

I have read four commentaries dealing
with that general subject and every one of
them use 1 Cor. 7:15 to cover situations
of that kind. None of them in their discus-
sions of Romans 7:2-3 apply this to cases
of that kind nor mention the moral aspect
of it. They use it as of a woman whose
husband is not only living, but living with
+her, and use it as an illustration of justifi-
“cation.

- Of course, it is possible that you are
~among the really small minority who insist
“that if one has at anytime been married,
-there is absolutely nothing but the death of

~“the other party that can release that one
from what 1 Cor. 7:15 calls “bondage.” At
least, I have known a very few who seemed
to insist that such a person can never be-
come connected with Christian work, If
so, I should be glad to-have a discussion
of that side just from the standpoint of gen-
eral interest and from hearing both sides.

Dr. William N. Keith

Paintsville, Kentucky

Error Corrected
Dear Editor:

In your “Letters” column of June I was
listed as the pastor at Plainview, Ark. This
is incorrect since Rev. B. O. Stahl is the
pastor here. I am the clerk of the Arkansas
district association.

Elmer Turner
Plainview, Ark.
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decision.

personally

There have always been Christians of “like precious faith’ to that. of ‘our own,
but outside of a few efforts in recent years there have never been any real attempts
to establish a fraternal relationship with them. For the large part, we have been
content to exist without direct comity with other groups. In some instances we
did not even know these groups of “like precious faith” even existed. ‘

In the past two years several contacts have been made that we would like to
share with you.

The most recent and probably the most interesting of these has been a :contact
through extended correspondence with the Rev. Johan Visser, pastor of a Free
Baptist church in Amsterdam, Holland. He has written us that there are Free~
Baptist churches in France, Spain, England, Ireland, and his own country. At
our request, Rev. and Mrs, Lonnie Sparks, missionaries in language school in
Switzerland, went to Amsterdam for a weekend service and reported good fellow-
ship and two decisions for Christ. Their favorable report has prompted the execu-
tive committee to authorize the executive secretary to visit the work in person. This
Dutch pastor has arranged two weeks of conferences in Holland and two weeks in
Spain during November of this year. We are very anxious to explore this work
further and see what the possibilities are of a definite relationship between our
churches.

Another very inspiring contact has been made with the Negro Free Will Baptists
in this country, called the United American Free Will Baptists. They have two
organizations, one in the east with headquarters at Kinston, N.C., and one in the -
west with headquarters at St. Louis, Mo. The executive secretary, with others,
has attended the conferences of both of these groups and been very warmly . re-
ceived. They list their membership at 150,000 and have strong churches in many
of the metropolitan centers of the north, east, and midwest.

We are hoping that fraternal messengers from two sister denominations will be
at Birmingham this year. They are the General Baptists and the Churches. of God
in North America, groups that have doctrines nearly identical to out own. “We
have been in touch with some of their leaders this year. As yet no definite word
has been received about their attendance.

We hope that soon a “two-way street” will be opened up with these and perhaps
other groups with close doctrines for an exchange of ideas and fellowship. We
feel it would prove mutually helpful.

Pushing Toward 6,000

We had hoped to reach a circulation of 6,000 before the national conventlon
but it looks doubtful now. The June issue had a paid circulation of 5,882 and

. there has not been much of an upsurge during the month. But at least we are

crowding 6,000. When we reach that figure, then almost 4 per cent of our reported
church membersh1p will be receiving CoNTACT!
Shame on us for our slowness. Again this month we ask you to recommend the

Family Plan to your church Tt is the answer to a successful church paper and a

" respectable circulation.

PORTRAITS FROM THE GARDEN (Cont. from page 9)

confess your sins and receive Jesus into your heart. I am giving you an invitation to
to do that. Get out of your seat and come right now.’

The little boy thought it over. He wanted to go to heaven, but being good all his
life didn’t sound like much fun. Then he figured, “I'll go to the platform because it
will make my mommy and daddy proud of me.” Billy paused for a moment as people
came. Then he added, “God knows your most secret thoughts. He wants to forgive
and forget your sins and bury them in the bottom of the sea.”

The painful cross and sins that had helped nail Jesus there flashed across the boy’s
mind. He felt sorry in his heart for the bad things he had done and wanted. to be
forgiven for a more important reason than making his mommy and. daddy proud.

He walked to the platform and stood there with his head bowed.  There were some
things he didn’t understand. He didn’t know any big words. He had never heard about
the talk of a few grown people, some of them called fundamentalists and some. of
them called liberals, who said God could not be present in Billy Grahams meetmgs
because the evangelist was either too fundamental or too liberal.

The boy just knew that he had heard “the other voice” and felt in ‘his heart th
he wanted to belong to God. .He explained to me later. My little son had rnade T







