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By Charles Sapp . . .

What's Wrong
With the Cooperative Plan?

A Texas Pastor Frankly Discusses the Merits and

Shortcomings of the Denomination’s Financial Plan

Let me say to begin with that the Co-
operative Plan of our denomination will
always have its critics, some friendly, some
unfriendly. This article is meant to be criti-
cal, but I should hope it will be taken as
friendly criticism.

First, let us state briefly some of the
criticism which seems to me to be unfriendly
and unfair:

1. That the Cooperative Plan fosters
" centralization of power.

2. That it takes authority vested in the
boards of the National Association and
places it into the hands of the executive
office.

3. That the whole unified budget idea as a
system of finance is predisposed to bring
about an eccelesiastical system of church
government that will ultimately do away
with the local church autonomy and bring
about a hierarchy in the ministry.

4. That the Cooperative Plan does not
raise enough money to carry on our church
program, therefore it should be dropped
and chalked up as a bad experience but a
well-learned lesson.

These statements, at least the first three,
seem to me to be unfair even though they
may come from good, loyal, well-meaning
Free Will Baptists. Let us not deny their
right to criticize, but let us examine the
arguments for our mutual benefit. We shall
try to be fair and impartial with each one.

In criticism number one, the key words
are ‘centralization of power.” That some
centralization is the order of the day, no one
will deny. Every business in our day, in-
cluding church business, is gravitating
toward centralization, It started in our own
churches when Free Will Baptists delegated
authority to its first board or committee.

One might well ask the question: Can
centralization in some degree ever be
avoided when we seek to accomplish any-
thing above the local church level? But ac-
tually this is not the crux of the problem.
That word “power” is really the one of
which we seem to be afraid. So let us be
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honest and ask ourselves this question:
When power is delegated, where does the
seat of power remain?

For example, we elect five or more men
on a board or commission to serve the de-
nomination in a capacity for which the de-
romination has felt a need. When such a
board is brought into being, the National
Association defines its tasks; that is, it sets
up the bounds or limits in which it is to
serve. These men are then responsible to
the National Association for their perform-
ance.

Now where does the seat of power re-
main? Any intelligent person must admit
that the power is still in the hands of the
body that delegated the responsibility. It is
not in the hands of the board. The board
merely carries out a task it has been dele-
gated to perform. Any power it has is a
delegated power which is restricted by the
parent body and subject to recall at any
time by the parent body.

But someone will say, “Delegates to the
National Association do not know half of
the time what they are voting for and thus
boards and committees can do pretty well
as they please.”

It hurts me to hear a criticism so unfair
as this coming from a Christian brother.
It is my humble opinion that when the dele-
gates to our annual convention delegate
power they do so with the recognition that
they are placing responsibility on respon-
sible men who have done and will continue
to do all within their power to execute the
tasks which they have been assigned.

Now let us look at the second criticism
which says that the Cooperative Plan take:
the authority vested in ‘the boards of the
National Association and places it in the
hands of the executive office. I call your
attention to two items passed at the annual
convention in Tulsa, Okla., in 1955 relative
to the operation of the Cooperative Plan.

One action stated “That the denomina-
tional budget adopted at this session be
raised cooperatively -inasmuch. as possible

with all the boards and departments of the
National Association participating in raising
the cooperative budget . . . ” The second
item provided “that as a supplement to the
cooperative budget each respective depart-
ment be encouraged to promote its particu-
lar phase of the work and to receive desig-
nated funds as individuals, groups, or
churches may feel so disposed to give.”

The two italicized statements seem to in-
dicate (1) that cooperation with the execu-
tive office is not demanded, but is rather
requested with the cognitation that it might
not be possible, (2) that participation of
each department in the over-all denomina-
tional interest is the practical approach, and
yet (3) that each department is encouraged
to promote its own phase of work.

At this point, nothing has been subtracted
from the boards. The mandate of the Na-
tional Association which brought the execu-
tive office into existence charged that office
with the task of co-ordinating the entire de-
nominational program, but there has been
no intimation that the work of the boards
is to be subeserviént to the executive office.

Now let us look at objection three: “The
whole unified budget idea as a system of
finance is predisposed to bring about an
ecclesiastical system of church government
that will ultimately do away: with the local
church autonomy and bring about a hie-
rarchy in the ministry.

This T take to be the most unfriendly and
unfair criticism of the Cooperative Plan
and much is being said with this statement
as the thesis for an analysis of the program.
1t is my humble opinion that great harm can
be done to the world program of evangelism
our church is seeking to foster by such an
unwise hypothesis as this. What 1 say Is
meant to be kind and not critical, but such
an anaylisis has no ground in fact or in
history.

Some well-meaning brother may say,
“Look what this system has done to other
churches.” But for those who think that
any system is predisposed to certain out-
comes, please remember that any system is
an empty shell without men to fill it. It is
not the system which is predisposed—it is
men who are predisposed. Ungodly men in
anv church system, be it congregational or
otherwise, will use the system and corrupt
it if need be to advance their own ends. But
it canrot be said that the system brings
havoc—it is unregenerated men using what
is at hand and what they can manufacture
to destroy good.

Our great National Association (and call
be too denominational-minded, if you will)
is the check and balance we must always
use to keep our church congregational and
our ministry fraternal. God help us that
when we disagree it may be with intellec-
tual honesty and with fraternal love and
consideration. .

The final criticism we are considering
says that the Cooperative Plan does mot
raise enough money to carry on our church

(Continued on page 13)
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THE WRITINGS of

JAMES ARMINUS

WEe CoME Now to the third and final
volume of the Writings of James Arminius.
The first two volumes deal with many theol-
ogical subjects, but in this there is only one
theme developed. And what a theme this
is! Here we find the subject of “Predestina-
tion”.

For centuries men have discussed this
deep subject. Sometimes we wonder why
men spend time trying to define such acts of
God as predestination. It is natural for men
to be curious, and it is proper for us to
discern what the Word of God teaches. In
fact, the Bible tells us to “Search the scrip-
tures.” We are to rightly divide the word
of truth.

In Deuteronomy 29:29 we find, ‘The
secret things belong unto the Lord our God:
but those things which are revealed unto
us ‘and to our children for ever, that we
may do all the words of this law.” The “re-
vealed things” do belong to us, so surely
we have a right, yes, even an invitation from
God to discover and define these truths.

This volume is divided into four sections.
In the first three sections James Arminius
discusses predestination with Francis Junius
and William Perkins. The first division is
called, “A friendly discussion between James
Arminius and ‘Francis Junius, concerning
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® The last in a series of reviews of one of the most significant
sets of books published this century—the writings of the man
who sparked a revival of *“free will, free grace, free salvation”

by Charles A. Thigpen

predestination, conducted by means of let-
ters.” The second division is an appendix to
the previous discussion containing the
Theses of Junius with annotations by Ar-
minius. In the third place we find our author
examining a treatise concerning the “Order
and Mode of Predestination, and the Ampli-
tude of Divine Grace,” by William Perkins.
The final section of this volume is an analy-
sis of the ninth chapter of the epistle to the
Romans.

The opening division is, 1 feel, most in-
teresting and we shall direct our attention
to it in this brief review. In many respects
the final three divisions are somewhat repe-
titous.

In the introduction to this first part we
find stated, “On the subject of predestination.
Junius endeavored to defend the opinion of
Calvin by rendering it a little more palatable.
For he did not maintain that the divine pre-
destination has respect to mankind either
antecedent to the decree of their creation,
on a foreknowledge of their fall, but that
it has respect only to man already created,
so far as being endowed by God with natural
gifts, he was called to a supernatural good.

“On that account James Aminius, then
one of the ministers of the church at Am-
sterdam, entered into an epistolary confer-

ence with him, and tried to prove that the
opinion of Junius, as well as that of Calvin,
inferred the necessity of sin, and that he
must therefore, have recourse to a third
opinion, which supposed man, not only as
created, but as fallen, to have been the
object of predestination. Junius answered
his first letter with that good temper, which
was peculiar to him, but seemed to fabricate
out of the various opinions concerning pre-
destination one of his own, which, Arminius
thought contradicted all those which it was
his endeavor to defend. Arminius was in-
duced to compose a rejoiner to the answer
of Junius, which he transmitted to-the Pro-
fessor, who retained it full six years, to the
time of his death, without attempting to
reply.”

The letter of Arminius was divided by
Junius into twenty-seven propositions in
answering it, and each of them is then pre-
sented, with the answer of Junius and the
reply of Arminius corresponding to it.

I shall illustrate this order. In the first
proposition, Arminius’ statement is that

. Calvin, Beza, Thomas Aquinas and Augus-

tine all, “agree in this, that they alike hold
that God, by an eternal and immutable de-
cree, determined to bestow upon certain
men, the rest being passed by, supernatural
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and eternal life, and those means which are

{he necessary and efficacious preparation for
the attainment of that life.”

The answer of Junius to this first proposi-
tjon is summed up as follows. He believes
. _that adoption and not predestination has
. determined to bestow eternal life on some
. and not on others,

After the answer is given by Junius, Ar-
. ‘minius then gives his reply. The basic argu-
ment presented by Arminius is this, “For
~they who believe are adopted, not they who
are adopted receive the gift of faith: adop-
_lion is prepared for those who shall believe,
- yot faith is prepared for those who are to
lse adopted, just as justification is prepared
{or believers, not faith is prepared for the
justified. The Scripture demonstrates that
{his is the order in innumerable passages.”

] want us to observe very carefully the
ihird proposition. I shall quote Arminius’
siutement of it, ‘The first theory is this,
{Please remember, this is not Arminius
position, but that which he is refuting)
ilint God determined from eternity to il-
strate his own glory by mercy and justice:
« as these could be exercised in fact only
il reference to sinners, that he decreed to
inike man holy and innocent, that is, after
liis own image, yet good in such a sense as
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to be liable to a change in this condition,
and able to fall and to commit sin: that he
ordained also that man should fall and be-
come depraved, that He might be able
mercifully to save some and justly condemn
others, according to his own eternal purpose,
to the declaration of his mercy in the former
and of his justice in the latter.”

In replying to this proposition, Junius at-
tempts to defend this Calvinistic principle.
In reading his defense, we see that Junius
is basing his argument on philosophy and
reason rather than the revealed Word of
God.

The reply of Arminius to Junius’ answer
brings forth further proof that the Calvinists
did support the third proposition. Junius
suggests that these statements had been
taken by Arminius out of their context.

Here we find an extended quote taken

“from the writings of Beza, “Let us lay down

these principles. God, as infinitely wise
architect, and whose wisdom is unlimited,
when He determined to create the world,
and especially the human race had a certain
proposed end. For the eternal and immutable
purpose of God was antecendent to all
causes, because He decreed in Himself from
eternity to create all men for His own glory.
But the glory of God is neither acknow-
ledged nor celebrated, unless his mercy and
justice is declared. Therefore, He made an
eternal and immutable decree by which He
destined some particular indviduals, of mere
grace, to eternal life, and some, by an act
of judgment, to eternal damnation, that He
might declare His mercy in the former, but
His justice in the latter.

“Since God had proposed this end to Him-
self in the creation of men, it was necessary
that He should also devise the way and the
means by which he could attain that end,
that His mercy and His justice might be
equally manifested. For since mercy pre-
supposes misery, it can neither have place
nor be declared where misery does not exist,
it was then necessary that man should be
created, that in him there might be a place
for the mercy of God. This could not be
found without preceding misery. So also,
since justice presupposes crime, without
which justice cannot be exercised, (for
where there is no crime, there justice has no
place.) It was necessary that man should be
so created that, without the destruction of
his nature, he might be a fit subject, that in
him God might declare His own justice.
For He could not declare His own justice
in man unless He should have destined him
to eternal damnation.”

You see, the Calvinists make God respon-
sible for man falling into sin. They just about
eliminate the fact of the *free-will” of man.
No doubt that all of us will agree that God
knew that man, when given the opportunity
to choose would make the wrong choice.
I had a professor once who kept insisting
that “redemption was a forethought with
God, even before the Garden of Eden, and
and not an afterthought.”

Granted, that God knew man would fall

and that God had already planned redemp-
tion, but still the decision of Adam to break
the law of God was as much his own deci-
sion as if God did not know. Many times
we parents know what decision our children
will make when confronted with a choice
but that does not say that we caused them
to decide in the way they did. Thank God
for this man Arminius who championed the
great truth of the free-will of man.

Arminius did no harm to the great truth
of the Sovereignty of God when he insisted
on the free-will of man. Arminius takes the
position that God, in His sovereignty, has
given man a small sovereignty over himself,
that is over his own spirit. God does not
Tob from man that with which He has en-
dowed Him, namely his free-will.

Junius, in discussing the sixth proposition
says, “All things, at their creation, were
good, therefore at their creation, God did
not hate any one of all created things: He
hates that which is alien from Himself, but
not that which is His own: He is angry
with our fall and sin, not with His own crea-
tion. By creation they are vessels; by the
fall, they are vessels of wrath, and fitted to
destruction, as the most just consequence of
the fall and of depravity: for ‘neither shall
evil dwell with God.” (Ps. 5:4.). As in the
Knowledge of God is the good of the elect,
with whom he deals in mercy, so in the
knowledge of God is the good of the elect,
48, verses 4 and 8, is the evil of others:
the latter He hated and damned from the
period of His knowledge of it. But He knew
and foreknew from eternity; therefore, He
hates and damns and even pre-damns from
eternity.”

We see from this the tragic conclusions
to which the Calvinists are forced if they
follow logically their premises. God’s de-
cree to have mercy on some and damn
others is the basic concept that gripped the
theological thinking of Arminius’ day. Thank
God for James Arminius who raised his
voice against such thinking.

Arminius uses such great verses as the
following in defending his position: John
1:12. “But as many as received him, to
them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his
name.” John 3:18, “He that believeth on
him is not condemned: but he that be-
lieveth not is condemned already . . . ”;
Romans 10:13, “For whosoever shall call
on the name of the Lord shall be saved” and
Revelation 22:17, ‘And the Spirit and the
bride say, Come. And let him that heareth
say Come. And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the water
of life freely.”

Thank God for James Arminius! His pro-
tests are being rejoiced in centuries after he
articulated them. As one of the historians
put it, “where Calvinism has gone, Armin-
ianism is soon to be found. We are very
thankful for this man who is a spiritual
relative to all of us who still believe in
“free-will, free grace and free salvation.”
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| Have a Stewardship

Mrs. Lester Jones, Stewardship-Prayer Chairman

“] have a stewardship entrusted unto me”
(L Cor. 9:17, ASV). Here the Apostle Paul
is saying that whether he acknowledges it or
not, he is God’s steward. The necessity of
that stewardship is laid upon him and a woe
is pronounced if he fails in that stewardship.

The greatest thing a Christian could come
to realize is, as Paul did, that stewardship is
not, -optional. We ‘automatically become a
steward of the ‘manifold grace of God”
when we accept Christ as our personal
Savior. If we acknowledge that all we are
and possess is a trust from God and that we
must give an account of our stewardship,
then we will do something about it. The ac-
ceptance and practice of stewardship is the
undergirding force of God’s work.

For every Christian, there should be a
time when he will decide that his life, all
that he is and all that he possesses belongs
10 God. When a person is Christ’s, he is not
only His in church or on Sunday; he is
Christ’s every day. There is encouragement
in the increased attention that has been paid
{0 the matter of stewardship. Statistics show
that we have made much progress. But with
the increase of wealth among the people
comes the peril that prosperity could be our
undoing.

We must have a strong stewardship pro-
gram in our auxiliaries and churches. We
must have a guiding principle that can be
made operative in our churches. This prin-
¢iple must not only apply to possessions, but
io prayer, to influence, to time and to all
of personality.

Jesus taught the necessity of stewardship
He said, “Ye are the light of the world.” In
gyery contact with the world, the Christian
imust be different. When the difference be-
iween the Christian and the world becomes
50 small that the difference is no longer evi-
dent, then we see neglected stewardship in
that life.

Do not do nothing simply because you
may not be able to do everything. You can
by good steward even if God has entrusted
1o you -only small talents or means. Geod
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knows that you have all you need to make
your life a blessing to mankind.

Why do so many Christians fail in their
stewardship? This is a question of utmost
importance and must be faced squarely and
sincerely. We have no one to blame but our-
selves for we have not studied to find out
what God says about it. There has been a
failure in the teaching ministry of the church
also. Sometimes the craving for worldly se-
curity and fleshly desires has prevented the
giving of money to God’s cause.

Often the desire for prestige and poplarity
has caused the Christian to use his talent
and ability for that other than the glory of
God. The love of pleasure diverts precious

time from God’s service to secular pursuits.

In this generation, a threatening enemy of

the soul is the desire for material things. If

our stewardship is maintained in consecra-
tion, the material gifts will fall into their
proper place. It has been truthfully said that
“you can give without loving, but you can-
not love without giving.” May the Lord help
us to beware lest a growing desire for pres-
tige and ease take precedence over the mat-
ters of the Spirit.

Too much of the strength of the human
race has been used in efforts to secure hap-
piness from material things alone. The re-
sponsibility of the Christian rests on a higher
plane than that. It depends upon the recog-
nition that the soul is the most precious
possession. Lasting joy can come only when
our abilities and possessions are used for
the upbuilding of God’s kingdom. )

To be a good steward the life must ex-
press daily prayer and service that God is
the owner of all things and we are his trus-
tees or stewards.

We are now faced with the greatest stew-
ardship opportunity in the history of our
deomination. New fields of service have
been opened to us both on the foreign field
and in the homeland. What are we going to
do about it? But it is more personal than
that. What are you going to do about it?
We must not fail, for we have a stewardship
entrusted to us.

Women at Work

Nashville, Tenn.—The home mission tent
which was purchased with funds raised by
Woman’s Auxiliaries was inaugurated into
service in a revival during September in
Columbia, Tenn. Some 30 decisions for
Christ were recorded and Mrs. Eunice Ed-
wards said, “Every person who gave to make
this tent possible can share in God’s ap-
proval of its purchase.”

Colquitt, Ga—Four study classes were
conducted here recently under the sponsor-
ship of the Midway district auxiliary con-
vention. There was an average attendance of
52 and two auxiliaries met the requirements
for a standard of study class. Mrs. Eunice
Edwards conducted the study.

Newsletter Info—Are you receiving the
monthly newsletter published by the na-
tional office? If not, send your name and
address for the mailing list. The newsletter
cont'ains current information, articles, sug-
gestions, etc., pertaining to auxiliary work.

Scotland Neck, N. C.—A new group of
the Intercessor’s Prayer Band was formed
at the Woman’s Conference held at Crag-
mont Assembly in North Carolina this sum-
mer. This is Group No. 11 and will pray for
all of the publications work of the denomina-
tion. The prayer band now has 218 mem-
bers and others wishing to join should write
Mrs. Marvin Moore, Route 1, Scotland
Neck, N. C.

Norfolk, Va—New officers have been
elected for the Free Will Baptist Gospél
Missions here. They are Mrs. E. H. Over-
man, president; Mrs. J. R. Wilson, vice-
president; Mrs. B. Boyd, youth chairman;
Mrs. R. Melton, program-prayer chairman;
Mrs. E. A. Henderson, personal service
chairman; Mrs. R. S. Poole, recording secre-
tary; Mrs. R. W. Haines, corresponding
secretary; Mrs. L. Byrd, treasurer. The aux-
iliary has already collected $57 for the Afri-
can mission station project.

Stacy, N. C.—New officers have been
elected at St. John’s Chapel. They are Oleeze
Fulcher, president; Annie Pittman, vice-
president; Irene Willis, secretary; Effie Ful-
cher, treasurer; Florence Smith, correspond-
ing secretary; Vida Fulcher, youth chair-
man; Gladys Gaskill, study course chair-
man; Lina Willis, program-prayer chairman;
Neta Brown, personal service chairman;
Edith Hamilton, publicity chairman; Joyce
Gaskill, social chairman.

Pocahontas, Ark.—Next meeting of So-
cial Band District convention will be Nov.
18 at Sharum church. New officers elected in
August are Mrs. Helen Bennett, president;
Mrs. Will S. White, vice-president; Mrs.
Zane Kirkland, youth chairman; Mrs.
Wavon Sago, program-prayer; Mrs, Dora
Walker, study course; Mrs. I. C. Staten,
benevolence; ‘Mrs. Taid Ford, secretary-
treasurer. :
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COURAGEOUS
PRESS

(Continued from page 6)

we be in, but not of, the world erect walls
of legalism or dive into ascetic caves.

There are other problems, too, even with-
in the Christian world. There is the constant
problem of living at peace with all men,
especially some of the brethren who do not
realize how difficult they make it for us.
There are problems. of fellowship with be-
lievers of other communions and with var-
ious Christian agencies.

While it is readily admitted that the solu-
tion for many of those programs will be
found by the believer in the fellowship of
his local church, the Christian publication
supplements and fortifies the ministry of the
pastors. Indeed, a Christian publication that
does not work in the interests of the Church
of Jesus Christ is failing in its calling,

How important is the Christian press in
these days in presenting the ever-changing
picture of the missionary enterprise around
the world. Today, as through the years, the
Christian magazine has been: an important
handmaiden of missionary effort,

Teaching the Word of God is an elemental
and essential function of the Church, and
it takes little thought to recognize the part
~evangelical publications have played in aid-
ing in this task. Not only the publications
devoted completely to Sunday school les-
sons and teaching methods in the Sunday
school, but devotional and expository ma-
terial for Christians of all ages.

What one of us cannot recall an article in
a Christian publication that meant much in
our spiritual development. I dare say that
many of us could testify that such material,
read in the privacy of our homes, has meant
even more than the oral ministry that has
also blessed our hearts.

In the last several years there has de-
veloped an entirely new area of publication
ministry—the magazines seeking to evan-
gelize and disciple the newly literate peo-
ples around the world.

But the question finally comes. Are Chris-

tian publications doing the job here in the
U.S.? First, we can say that never before
has the religious press reached so many
people. One Protestant publication serving
a large denomination now boasts a paid
circulation of more than a million. Protes-
tant publications of the U.S. reach an esti-
mated readership of 20,000,000. About
60,000,000 people are found in homes which
receive Protestant periodicals—a rather stag-
gering figure if we are impressed by sta-
tistics.
. How well the job is being done is another
matter. Many feel that more religious publi-
cations are printed than are read. And again
far too; many publications do not sound
forth a certain note of truth.
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Even in the strictly evangelical field there
are both favorable and unfavorable condi-
tions to report. In recent years there has
been a great improvement in the appearance
of most evangelical publications. Some of
the denominational and interdenominational
magazines have learned lessons from the
secular world in the presentation of the
truth in a graphic way.

Still needed by many publications in the
evangelical world is a better understanding
of good writing. Too often we fail to com-
municate eternal truth in the idiom of mod-
ern American life. With the pressing compe-
tion of the secular publications we must be
more conscious of getting across the great
truths which we hold in stewardship.

Yet, in spite of the limitations of finances
and personnel that beset every Christian pub-
lication, it is inconceivable to think of the
vast Christian enterprise without the Chris-
tian press. The work of the Lord would be
hampered indeed if it were not for the
vital part played by Christian publications.

The vision and courage of vital Christian
publications mold the thinking of believers
who make up the salt of the world. In a
world of decreased knowledge and rapid
communications, the Christian press looms
as one of the most important ministries in
the Christian church. May God give us His
grace and courage to proclaim the truth as
it is in Christ Jesus.

\ J0©O AMow
ILLUSTRATIONS

Compiled by Al Bryant

Here are new illustra.
tions for all occasions
and all types of mes-
sages -— sermons, de-
votional talks, Sunday
school lessons, etc.
Nlustrations, arranged
by subject, cover such
topics as: Resurrec.
tion, the Bible, God
the Father. Thanksgive
ing, Christ, Conver-
sion, Prayer, Tempta.
tion and many others.

Oversized book with
256 double-column
pages. $3.95
Until December 31, 1957,
only $3.45 — a saving
of 50c!

“SAVE 50

before
Dec. 31,1957

A Zondervan Publication
ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER

FREE WILL BAPTIST
HEADQUARTERS

3801 Richland Ave.
- Nashville 5, Tenn.
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® REGISTRATION AT Los Angeles
session of twin Sunday school conventions
being held this month was expected to top
the estimated 5,000. Prospects were that
these would be greatest conventions yet. The
Grand Rapids session will be October 30-
November 1.

® LOCAL ACTION by church and civic
groups is the surest way to put “smut sales-
men” out of business and rid news-stands
and drug stores of obscene publications, a
FBI agent said recently. Special Agent Char-
les E. Moore, Jr., suggested that church
men and women’s organizations join in or-
ganizing community campaigns to clean up
the news-stands, and the “sex racket” of
under-the-counter sales of pornographic
comic books, pictures and films. Most of the
“smut” publications on public sale are barely
within the law, he said, and only a public
outery can get them off the market,

® A 73-YEAR-OLD Des Moines, Iowa,
meat merchant in “semi-retirement” has
brought 647 people into University Christian
Church during the past three years. He has
no “technique” for his visitation evangelism
—“Anybody can do it! After all, in Chris-
tian work, as in business and salesmanship,
it is really the product that counts. Church
members have the greatest product in the
world!” Mr. Huntoon began his work after
his wife died by spending one hour a week
in visitation, now he spends four hours each
day “ringing doorbells for Christ.”

¢ THE GREAT POPULARITY which
religion enjoys in America “may be the
greatest danger the Church has faced in a
long time,” an evangelism official of the
Congregational Christian Churches warned
a group of denominational leaders. He said
the “cross of Christ can never be popu-
larized like a television jingle.” “The church
steeple,” he continued, “must not be an
ad for respectability. It must stand for
witness.” '

® ANTI-LIQUOR legislation got prac-
tically nowhere in the first session of the
85th Congress, despite strong support from
church and temperance forces. Two. bills
that would ban drinking on planes got much
publicity from hearings, but they now re-
pose in the files of the aviation subcom-
mittee of the Senate Commerce Committee.
Publicity-wise opponents of the bill tried
some clever strategy at the hearings by flash-
ing a trio of beauteous stewardesses to
testify that they “had more complaints about
cigars than drinking.” Two bills that would
ban advertising of alcoholic beverages in
interstate commerce got nowhere.
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Kansas City, Kansas
Gets New Church

KANSAS CITY, Kan—The New Hope
Free Will Baptist church was organized here
September 5 under the direction of the state
Home Mission Board. Rev. O. T. Dixon
brought the organizational sermon. Rev.
James McAllister was called as pastor and
Mrs. Lillian Bailey was named clerk. Ser-
vices are being held at the Armourdale Cen-
ter, 743 Osage Ave.

Dothan Completes
Educational Building

DOTHAN, Ala.—The educational build-
ing which was begun last June by the First
Church has been completed, according to
Rev, Bob L. Jones, pastor. It consists of
church office, pastor’s study, 14 classrooms,
kitchen, nursery, and rest rooms. The Sun-
day school was organized into two depart-
ments on October 1.

St. John’s Church
Dedicates Parsonage

STACY, N. C.—A dedication service for
the new parsonage was held at St. John’s
church in connection with homecoming day
October 13. Rev. Paul E. Lee is pastor.

—

Kentucky Plans
State Youth Center

LOUISA, Ky.—The property here which
was formerly used for a Free Will Baptist
orphanage will be turned into a state youth
center, according to action taken August 31
in a called session of the state association.
Other activities of the state convention will
also be centered in Louisa. In addition to
use of the existing buildings, each quarterly
meeting in the state was asked to raise
$1,000 for additional buildings.

Several special committees were appointed

by Rev. Walter Hooper, state moderator, to
implement the action of the convention.
" Named as officers of the state youth con-
vention were Jimmie Ray Hamilton, Bon-
anza, president; Billie Bowman, Clearfield,
vice-president; Glenna Kay Greene, More-
head, secretary; Bobby Jones, Morehead,
treasurer.

Ten Members Form
New Texas Church

FORT WORTH, Texas ~— Ten charter
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members formed the Normandy Free Will
Baptist church here September 17. The
church was set in order by a council from
the Fellowship association. On the council
were Rev. C. J. Hearron, Rev. M. L. Sut-
ton, and Rev. J. B. Estes. Rev. M. F. Ben-
nett was called as pastor.

Hansley Reelected
Florida League Head

COTTONDALE, Fla.—Rev. W. A, Han-
sley, Jacksonville, was reelected president
of the Florida state league convention Sep-
tember 7 at the state camp near here. Other
officers named were Flossie Owen, secre-
tary; Helen Bush, recording secretary, and
Ryals Baxter, treasurer. The King’s Mes-
sengers quartet from Nashville, Tenn., was
in charge of the worship service.

Winners in the Sword drill were Blain
Hughes, first; Fredia Owen, second; and
Myra Henderson, third.

Polk Bayou Association
Holds Annual Session

GRUBBS, Ark.—The annual session of
the Polk Bayou association was held at
Ballew’s Chapel church Sept. 6-7. Rev.
Clarence’ Burton is moderator of the as-
sociation which has 15 churches. Messages
were brought by Rev. Austin Mullen, Rev.
Ray Watkins, Rev. Herman Lewis and Rev.
Charlés Tucker. s

Mount Olive College
Adds Library Volumes

MOUNT OLIVE, N. C—Mount Olive
Junior College last month reached its first
plateau toward building an accredited junior
college library when it added its 4,000 vol-
ume to its library. This is the minimum
number presently required by the state col-
lege conference for accredited junior col-
leges. The rapid growth of the library was
largely made possible by a trust fund for
the library in the amount of $12,500 by the
Rev. J. C. Moye of Snow Hill.

The college has grown from a registration
of 22 students in the fall of 1954 to 87 who
are now enrolled.; The faculty has grown
from five to ten full-time instructors. For
future growth and expansion the college has
purchased 50 acres of land near its present
site in the residential section of Mount
Olive.

The N. C, state convention of Free Will

Baptist churches which sponsors the college,
approved a budget of $140,000 for the in-
stitution for the coming year, according to
W. Burkette Raper, president. The con-
vention also set up a student loan fund at
the college with an initial appropriation of
$750 and voted to include the loan fund in
its annual budget.

Funeral Services Held
For Rev. W. A. Hearron

ADA, Okla—Rev. W. A. Hearron, a
long-time Free Will Baptist minister of Ar-
kansas and Oklahoma, passed away and
funeral services were held for him Septem-
ber 3 at the Dibble Free Will Baptist church.
The aged minister had organized and pas-
tored many ‘churches and lived to see two
sons enter the ministry, They are Rev. Clar-
ence Hearron, Ft. Worth, Texas, and Rev.
Arthur Hearron, Oklahoma City.

W hite River Quarterly
Conference Meets

BATESVILLE, Ark.—Jimmy Richardson
of Allen’s Chapel church was ordained to
the ministry at the White River quarterly
conference September 27-28. The next ses-
sion will be December 27-28 at Coffman
church near Portia, Ark., with Rev. Charles
Tucker and Rev. Lonnie Clark as introduc-
tory speakers.

Arkansas Convention

Adopts $10,000 Budget

‘SPRINGDALE, Ark. — A budget of
$10,535 for 1958 was adopted at the 60th
annual session of the Arkansas state asso-
ciation meeting here October 2-4. Of the
total amount, $7,200 is slated for the na-
tional cooperative plan and $3,335 for state
projects.

In other action the delegates voted to
adopt a new constitution prepared by the
Executive Board and also authorized print-
ing in the minutes the articles of faith as
listed in the national treatsie. They also
passed a resolution endorsing the efforts of
the national Sunday School Board to pro-
vide literature from the national headquar-
ters but voted down a resolution recom-
mending that district associations not ordain
any minister who uses tobacco.

The following officers were named: 1J.
Reford Wilson, moderator; Tommy Bra-
shear, assistant moderator; Lewis Barker,
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clerk; Clarence Campbell, assistant clerk;
W. S. Isbell, statistician, and Earl Smith,
promotional secretary-treasurer. Russellville
church in the Antioch association was
chosen as the site for the 1958 session.

Arkansas Pledges Support
For Summer Camp Site

CONWAY, Ark.--Arkansas Free Will
Baptists will have a summer camp on their
own property next year, according to an
announcement from the state League Board.
Plans have-already begun to buy additional
property adjoining the campgrounds here
and to erect suitable buildings.

The drive received. its impetus at. the state
convention this month when $3,390 was
given and pledged during and immediately
after the convention. The first camp was
held last year at a rented site with 144 en-
rolled. Twenty-six of that number accepted
Christ, five young men announced calls to
the ministry, and numerous others dedicated
their lives for Christian service.

Rev. Dale Munkus is president of the
state league convention.

New Hope Association
Holds Yearly Meeting

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Rev. Lawnie
Coffman was elected moderator of the New
Hope association at its yearly meeting here
September 14. The North Little Rock church
was host to the meeting. Other officers in-
clude Rev. Curtis Lybarger, assistant mod-
erator; C. E. Sawrie, Clerk, and Rev. C. E.
Campbell, assistant clerk. The 1958 session
will be held at Friendship church, near
Rosebud.

PASTORAL CHANGES . . . Joseph G.
Ange to Highland Park church, Mich., from
Edgemont church, Durham, N. C.

J. Reford Wilson to First church, Russell-
ville, Ark., from Philadelphia church, De-
troit, Mich.

Paul Sitton to Philadelphia church, De-
troit, Mich., from Rock Springs church,
Neptune, Tenn.

Gene Anderson to Goodsprings church,
Pleasant View, Tenn., from Breckenridge,
Mich. * '

Ronald Creech to Bdgemont church, Dur-
ham, N. C., from First church, Florence,
S. C

Rufus Coffey to First church, S. C,, from
Darlington, S. C. ,,

Bill Jones to First church, Denison, Texas.

Charles J. Flynn to Weleetka, Okla,
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Wayne Wegman to West Side church,
Phoenix, Ariz.

Don Jones to Rock Springs church, Nep-
tune, Tenn.

Donald Sexton to Barren Plains church,
Springfield, Tenn.

Kenneth Walker to Heads church, Cedar
Hill, Tenn., from Shady Grove church,
Clarksville, Tenn.

Jack Paramore to Shady Grove church,
Clarksville, Tenn.

Rev. 1. J. Blackwelder to Horse Branch
church, Turbeville, S. C., from Ayden, N. C.

REVIVALS . . . Bethel church, South Rox-
ana, Ill., Damon C. Dodd, evangelist; Wal-
lace Malone, pastor; Nov. 3-15.

Blue Point church, Fairfield, IIl.; Damon
C. Dodd, evangelist; Leon McBride, pastor;
Nov. 17-29.

New Hope church, Tulsa, Okla.; Ray
Gwartney, evangelist; L. A]. Yandell, pas-
tor; Oct. 7-.

Lawnwood church, Tulsa, Okla.; Wade

Jernigan, evangelist; Harry E. Staires, pas-
tor; Oct. 13-,

First -church, Tulsa, Okla.; Mark M.
Lewis, evangelist; John H. West, -pastor;
Nov, 3-10.

Southside church, St. Louis, Mo.; O. T.
Dixon, evangelist; Roger Reeds, pastor;
Sept. 30-Oct. 11.

Goshen church, Belmont, N. C.; William
Calvert, evangelist; Ralph Staten, pastor;
Oct. 20-.

First church, Hazel Park, Mich.; Harvey
E. Hill, evangelist; Mark M. Lewis, pastor;
Sept, 16-25; 16 dec.

Bear Point church, Sesser, Ill.; Mark M.
Lewis, evangelist; Bill Turnbough, pastor;
Sept. 30-Oct. 11.

Cottonwood church, Muldrow, Okla.; G.
G. Dipboye and L. D. Peterman, evangelist;
J. K. Woods, pastor; 40 dec.; 28 add.

Norwalk, Calif.; Gilbert and . Rupert
Pixley, evangelists; Marvin A. Bryant, pas-
tor; Aug. 13-23; 32 dec.

Norman, Okla.; Homer Young, evangel-
ist; Robert Duncan, pastor; Oct. 25-.

First church, Richmond, WVa.; Jack
Cochran, evangelist; Billy Melvin, pastor;
Nov. 17-24.

Madison, Tenn.; Paul Inbody, evangelist;
J. L. MclIntosh, pastor; 7 dec.; 6 add.

Berkeley church, St. Louis, Mo.; H. A.
Pitts, evangelist; Harvey E. Hill, pastor;
Oct. 21- Nov. 1.

a few weeks. -

September 22 was a happy day for Free Will Baptist people
living in Tifton, Ga. For several years there had been a desire
for a church in this county seat town. Through the united efforts
of the Georgia state mission board and the national Home mission
Board, a tent revival was held with Rev. H. E. Willis as evangelist
which resulted in' the organization of the church on the above
mentioned date. Pictured above are the charter members of the
church. The congregation adopted the name of First Free Will
Baptist church of Tifton and voted fo unite with the Little River
association. They also adopted the “Bvery Family” Plan for
getting CoNT4CT into the member’s homes. A building site has
already been purchased and plans are to erect the first unit within
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HANDY
TOOL

for every
Pastor and Layman

Oher T Conturics of Spiritssal
Sercic to cAbmerica

1957 Edition
Yearbook and Directory

of
Free Will Baptist Churches

This 172-page book contains about 98
per cent of the Free Will Baptist churches
in the United States listed by states and
associations. Along with the location of
each church, it also gives the pastor’s name
and address, clerk and address, and mem-
bership of the church. Contains the names
and addresses of the associational modera-
tors and clerks. It is a handy pocket size
with the cover printed in blue on beautiful
and durable Kromekote stock.

One person wrote: “This is the most
practical book ever published by Free Will
Baptists, It is invaluable to any person even
remotely interested in our work.”

A pastor writes: *“The Directory proved
its worth to me many times over the first
week 1 had it. Thanks so much for this
helpful book.”

A mother said: “Through the Directory
we were able to put our married children
in touch with the nearest Free Will Bap-
tist church.”

Another minister said: “As handy as a
telephone directory.”

Order your copy today!

Only $1.25

Free Will Baptist Headquarters
3801 Richland Ave.
Nashville 5, Tennessee
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September Report
Shows Some Increase

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Nearly $4,200 was
allocated to the various agencies of the
National Association last month from funds
received through the Cooperative Plan. This
represented a slight increase over the pre-
vious month, but was still some $600 below
the monthly goal.

All undesignated funds sent to the Co-
operative Plan, 3801 Richland Ave., Nash-
ville 5, Tenn., are allocated seven depart-
ments on a percentage basis established at
the annual convention.

September receipts are as follows:

RECEIPTS
ALABAMA
State assOCIAtION ..owoecmmcrmnanamsnnnen 106.89
ARIZONA
Arizona-Mexico Missions ..
Antioch church, Phoenix ..

CALIFORNIA .
Churches of California ... 305.83
ARKANSAS

State assOCiation ..ocoocoorvucanees - 388.48
GEORGIA

State asSOCIAION oomoemrmoecemiemninien 208.25
ILLINOIS

Oak Valley S.S., Fairfield ..
Johnston City church ...
Pleasant View church, Kell .
Oak Grove church, Sheller ...
Rock Springs church, Thebes ...

52.05

28.65 10692

KANSAS

Wayne Howdeshell .o, 5.00
MICHIGAN

Wolverine associalion ... 536.71
MISSISSIPPI

Northeast assoCiation ... 20.00
MISSOURI

State association .. 791.59

NEW MEXICO

First church, Hobbs ... 45,20

Mr. T. B. Gartman ... 5.00

First N. M. association .. 6.08 56.28
NORTH CAROLINA

Davis chureh oo 91,30

Goshen church, N, Belmont ... 76.27 127.57
OHIO

First -church, Springfield ... 10.50
OKLAHOMA t ‘
State association ... N 416.50
TENNESSEE L

Wooddale church, Knoxville ... 22.56

Palmer Memorial, Nashville ... 27.61

South Side church, Memphis 13.73

Trinity church, Nashville . ~100.00 163.90

TEXAS
Trinity church, Ft. Worth ... 50.00
State association .ccoeeoee 256.45 306.45
VIRGINIA
Fairmount Park church, Norfolk 357.30
First church, Richmond ... 210.00 567.30
4,170.22
DESIGNATED RECEIPTS
North Carolina oo 107.42
Tennessee .. 63.83 171.25
. 4,341.47
DISBURSEMENTS
Executive Department ... ...1,425.18
Foreign Mission Dept .1,166,02
Bible College . ooeee . 832.64
Home Mission Dept. . . 54574
Superannuation Board . . 181.41
Sunday School Board . . 147.38
F.W.B. League Board ... 43.10

4,341.47

COOPERATIVE

(Continued from page 3)

program. Let me pause here long enough
to agree with that part of the statement.
But the rest of it says, ¢ Therefore it should
be dropped and chalked up as a bad ex-
perience but a well-learned lesson.”

It does not raise enough money? Agreed.
But let us determine why. Last year 17%2
per cent of our denominational giving came
in undesignated offerings through the Co-
operative Plan of Support. This was in its
first full year of operation. More money will
come into our agencies through the Co-
operative Plan when more of our churches
decide that a minimum of ten per cent of
their income should be invested for Christ
in denominational enterprises.

If we were to give a larger share of our
money to meet the needs of causes outside
our local churches, the “apparent weak-
ness” of the program would disappear. The
whole cause will be adequately supported to
the advancement of the cause of Christ
through our denomination through coop-
erative giving.

I would agree with anyone that this is not
a perfect system. It is a plan which can be
improved and as we grow with it, I am
confident that it will be improved. But right
now I can’t think of a better one that will
adequately support on an equitable basis all
of our important work. Can you?

Until you can come forward with one
and help all of us see its merits and value,
why not join hands with the rest of us and
cooperate for the advancement of the whole
cause of Christ through our Church.

YOUR
BIBLE
will mean
MORE
with a
good

Bible
Dictionary!

HERE 1S THE FINEST!

John D. Davis
DICTIONARY OF
THE BIBLE

Fourth Revised Edition
868 Pages ~— $5.95

o Explamns every name, term,
place found in the Bible.

e Clear and understandable
language.

e Thoroughly true to the Bible.

e Widely recognized 20th century
scholarship.

® Order from Headquarters
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A Bible Puzzle

Adam, God made of dust,

But thought it best to make me first
So I was made before men

To answer God’s best holy plan.

A living being I became, and Adam
Gave to me a name,

I from his presence then withdrew
And more of Adam I never knew.

I did my maker’s law obey, and from it
I never went astray.

For purpose wise God did see, he put a
Living soul in me.

And when that soul from me had fled
I was the same as when first made.

So without arms, legs or soul
I traveled on from Pole to pole.

Thousands of miles I traveled in a year
But seldom on earth do I appear.

Real happiness I shall never see
No fear of death doth trouble me.

To Heaven I shall never go
Or to the grave or hell below.
Thousands of people young and old
Will by my death great light behold.

iNow when these lines you slowly read
Go search your Bible with all speed
For my name is recorded there
1 honestly to you declare.
—Contributed by Thurman Pate

(Answer on page 16)
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CHRISTMAS

PROGRAM

HANDBOOKS

Compiled By
GRACE RAMQUIST

[
HANDBOOK NO. 1.
A handy volume,
completely new and
original. Contains
playlets, poems and
short pieces for
every age group.

Y Paper, 35¢

HANDBOOK NO. 2.
An excellent book,
full of new and
adaptable material
for your Christmas
Program needs. In-
cludes all age
groups. Paper, 35¢

HANDBOOK NO. 3.
Included in this
book are 4, 8 and
12 line pieces for
young groups, pag-
eants, one-act plays,
group exercises for
all ages including
adults. Paper, 35¢

ZONDERVAN PUBLICATIONS

i B R R B R R B e B B L]

ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER| g
L__m— “J

FREE WILL BAPTIST
HEADQUARTERS
3801 Richland Ave.
Nashville 5, Tenn.
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Christ-Honoring Gifts

The catalog of home and church supplies
available from denominational headquarters
lists scores of Christ-honoring gifts. Make
Christmas more meaningful this year by giv-
ing one of these gifts. If you would like a
free copy of the catalog so you may shop
< right in your own home, address your re-
quest to Free Will Baptist Headquarters,
3801 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tenn., and

ask for the catalog.

Choose this day...

the direction your
life will take.
~— -A\v
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by James Arminius
Translated by James Nichols and W. R. Bagnall

All the theological works of James Arminius
are here presented in these three volumes.

It is remarkable that the works of so eminent a
theologian as James Arminius have not been read-
ily available to the large body of Protestantism
which supports his views, and to the considerable
portion which opposes his tenets. In the main it
has been necessary to resort to his scattered writ-
ings, to quoted excerpts from his works, or to
accept at face value the views which others ascribe
to Arminius.

It was a valued service which James Nichols
and W. R. Bagnall rendered in translating the
writings of Arminius. Nichols translated about
two-thirds of the works of Arminius and presented
them in two large volumes, the first in 1825 and
the second in 1828. This translation was carefully
edited by Bagnall, who also translated the re-
mainder of Arminius” writings and added them in
a third volume. This three volume set was first published in 1853. It is this set,
for many years almost unknown and unobtainable, which is once more being
made available for general distribution. g

The sketch of The Life of Arminius in the first volume and the General Index
of Subjects in the last are valuable assets to anyone using this set for study
and reference use. 3 Volumes. $17.50

It was with great pleaswre that I learned of this splendid undertaking, which will make possibie
again the original teachings of this celebrated theologian!

... Dr. J. Orton Wiley, President Emeritus, Pasadena Nazarene College, Pasadena, Calif.

You are doing a great fawvor for the Christian church in issuing Arminius.
... Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Calif.
I sincerely praise your courage, enterprise and faith in bringing out the works of such o
famous theologian as Tames Arminius. . . I tell you frankly and enthusiastically that I believe

your project is the greatest publishing event of a decade. I venture the reasoned judgment that
no “stlent” work of all the world's great literature more deserves publication than this.

... Dr. Charles E. Brown, Gospel Trumpet Company, Anderson, Ind.

I am wvery glad to learn that you are considering offering a reprint of THE WORKS OF
ARMINIUS. This is excellent source material for the study of theology.

... Dr. John R. Mumaw, Eastern Mennonite College, Harrisonburg, Va.

The announcement that you are reprinting THE WORKS OF JAMES ARMINIUS is most
thrilling. For many years I have hoped that some one would make possible this valuable work.
... Dr. Roy S. Nicholson, 330 East Onondaga Street, Syracuse, N. Y.

I have all three volumes and wvalue them. I am happy that they are being republished.
) ... Dr. Myron F. Boyd, Light & Life Hour, Winona Lake, Indiana
Rendering a great service to Christendom in general and to those groups which are Arminian

in their theology tn reprinting The Works of Arminius. The opposers and defenders of his
tenets of faith will find these volumes valuable source material.

. .. Dr. Ralph W. Harris, Assemblies of God, Springfield, Mo.
Special terms: $2.50 down, $5.00 per month
Order your set from

FREE WILL BAPTIST HEADQUARTERS
3801 Richland Ave. Nashville 5, Tenn.
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“From Where J Sit”

Any editor likes to read what another
editor is saying and how he feels about con-
temporary news. In the past few weeks sev-
eral things have come across the ConTacT
editor’s desk that he would like to share
with the readers. Most of them appeared in
other publications. Some of them came from
church bulletins. The original source is

given in each case where it is known. They -

are all worthy of reflective thought.

Rome and the Gospel

... The Pope must look to his legions be-
cause he can no longer look to the gospel.
Let me illustrate this. Father Kelly recently
warned Roman Catholics not to listen to
Billy Graham (Time, May 5th). The priest’s
contention was that Graham evades “Catho-
lic distinctives.” His converts, thus, are only
“half saved.” This is an interesting com-
plaint, for it betrays the distance which
Rome has come from the simplicity of the
gospel.

The Apostle Paul could cry, “Believe on
the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” And
so can Billy Graham. But Father Kelly can-
not. He must cry, ‘Believe on the Lord
Jesus, plus the necessity of baptism, plus
the mediatorial work of Mary, plus the
centrality of the mass, plus the unity of the
Church, and you will be saved—providing
of course, you improve grace throughout
your life by performing good works, and
then only after a frightful bout with the
flames of purgatory.”—Carl F. H. Henry in
Christignity Today.

The Glorified Emeriti

No true preacher ever wanted to quit
preaching. The time comes to all when they
must relinquish pastoral leadership to
younger men. They know they cannot al-
ways be pastors, but none of them knows
any good reason why he cannot always be
a good preacher.

The fact is that many of them are far
better preachers after retirement than be-
fore. Without all the pressing problems of
the pastorate they have time to devote to
prayer and meditation. They have time to
really prepare sermons that would thrill the
souls of the people if they could be heard.

Why are churches so reticent about ask-
ing these older men to supply pulpits when
the pastors are away? . . . A recent com-
munication from a very fine retired pastor
in West Texas reveals that in four years he
has been invited to supply a pulpit two times,
and on each occasion when he had finished
the church did not even thank him, much
less give the customary honorarium.

Shame, shame upon a church that would
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treat a'man of God like that. He probably
needs the honorarium more now than he
ever did before. He is not just looking for
plaudits, but a few would not ruin him.

When a pastor is gone and some other
fills his place, the church should pay him.
That should be made a part of the annual
budget. He ought to be paid, and he should
be paid before he gets too old to use it.
Churches call it an honorarium, but it is
not some special honor conferred upon the
supply preacher. It is payment for services
rendered just as a pastor’s salary is pay,
and it should be based on the service ren-
dered regardless of what other occupation
he may have~—E. S. James in The Baptist
Standard.

How to Use Tobacco

Sometime ago a tobacco company sent
packages of cigarettes to some high school
boys with this explanation, “We are send-
ing you a package of our finest cigarettes.
We hope you will use them to your satisfac-
tion and want more.” One of the boys used
the cigarettes and wrote back, “I received
the cigarettes and used them in a quart of
water which I sprayed on our bug-infested
rosebush. Every bug died! The cigarettes
are sure poison. I want more next spring
it any bugs survive.”—Savannah, Ga., Mid-
week Reminder.

Perfect English

Humorist Will Rogers and a friend once
were discussing the works of Noah Webster.,

He gave many lectures on our language,”
said the friend. “His English was perfect.”

“Mine would be too,” replied Rogers,
“if I wrote my own dictionary.”— H. W,
Hartman in Gospel Herald.

SPARKLETS
BY OR

- ABOUT
EVANGELICALS

i Era

Compiled by John E. Southard

Prayer must mean something to us if if is
to mean anything to God.

It isn’t necessary to blow out the other
person’s light in order to let your own light
shine,

A chip on the shoulder is the heaviest
load you can carry.

If a care is too small to be turned into
a prayer, it is too small to be made into
a burden.

Preparing for a rainy day is fine if it
doesn’t lead to missing .the sunshine of to-
day.

personally . ..

Recently a pastor remarked that some of
his brethren in the ministry who were once
his close friends had grown decidedly cool
toward him since he led his church in
adopting the Cooperative Plan of Support.
They had expressed disappointment in him
for this action.

This is indeed a sad situation and all
of us should be very careful that friend-
ships and Christian fellowship not be sacri-
fieced on the altar of personal attitudes. To
agree or disagree is not wrong and true
Christians may hold either view, but it be-
comes wrong when we let our personal feel-
ings breach the fellowship with our breth-
ren.

Granted that it is easier to love one who
holds identical views, we must also make
room in our hearts for those with divergent
opinions. If this seems humanly difficult,
let us give place to the supernatural love of
God which is shed abroad in our hearts.

One of the distinguishing characteristics
about Baptists is how they can differ and
yet love. Or do they?

With this issue, CONTACT completes four
years of publication. The circulation is now
about 5,800, about 1,000 above a year ago.
Little increase has been realized for the
past four months, however.

We are still convinced that “Every Family
Plan” is the best way to provide the church
paper to our members and to push the cir-
culation up to a respectable figure for a
denomination with a membership of 172,683
(as of July, 1957). Our increase in circu-
lation has not kept pace with our increase
in membership.

Pastors and church leaders, will you do
something about it? ‘
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