


Advice to Teachers from
The Master Teacher

(From John 10)

Sunday school workers as undershepherds,
should be like the Great Shepherd.

They need to be saved. “He that entereth in by
the door is the shep-

herd of the sheep.”

They need to know each pupil well. “He

calleth His own sheep my name.’
The teacher is a leader. “He goeth before them.”

The Sunday school wo.ker should be present

every Sunday possible. “A stranger will they not follow.”
The Sunday school workers should

teach Christ to their pupils. “Then said

Jesus . .. I am the door of the sheep.”

Get the pupils saved, then feed them. “I am the
door; by me if any man

enter in, he shall be saved,

and shall go in and out, and find pasture.”

Their salvation is our purpose for

teaching. “I am come that they might have life,

and that they might have it more abundantly.”

The Sunday school workers

should give their lives to teaching, visiting, and
praying as suggested in Romans 12:1. “I am

the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life
for the sheep.”

Great opportunities are yet ours.

“Other sheep I have, which are not of this

fold; them also I must bring,”
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In the waning days of August, with the
November elections looming bigger and
bigger in the minds of many members of
Congress, the legislators prepared to close
shop, thus bringing to a close enactments
of the 85th Congress. Except in the event
of some national emergency, for which
Congress would be called back to ashing-
ton, this means that thousands of bills,
many of them representing the deepest
hopes of the interested parties, died the
death of neglect. But by the same token
many lcgislative proposals which would
have been against thc best interests of the
nation as a wholc have likewise come fo
their natural demise. This being the case,
it is a good time to review the fatc of those
various bills which represented the intcrests
of churches and church-related institutions.

Evangelicals are apt to consider the two
anti-obscenity measures which passed Con-
gress as a worthwhile victory. One of them
doubles the penalties of second offenders
convicted of engaging in the traffic in ob-
scenity through the U.S. mails, and also
allows prosecution in the jurisdiction where
the materials are delivered by the Post Of-

fice. The other bill closes the so-called
“copyright loophole” by which certain
realers in pornographic materials were

evading the law allowing the Post Office to
impound their mail.

Another distinct gain was the passage of
the bill to put American missionaries and
ministers serving overseas on the same basis
as government servants and trade corpora-
tion employees, in allowing quick naturali-
zation of their spouses or adopted children
if the missionary must return to their duties
overseas.

The bill to require the meatpackers to
use humane methods of slaughter passed
Congress with the help of a number of
church and interchurch organizations. It
was opposed by the Orthodox Jewish rabbis,
in spite of the fact that the bill specified
Jewish ritual slaughter as being humane.
There was some opposition on the grounds
that this was not a simple exemption of
ritual slaughter, but rather it was in the
nature of a Congressional endorsement of
a ritual practice. But in spite of such ob-
jections it was successful, to the great plea-
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By Donald H.

sure of the humane societies and other sim-
ilar organizations.

Evangelicals were glad to see that the
Senate Finance Committee refuse to give
the green light to either reduction or repeal
of the cabaret tax. A measure to reduce it
had been passed by the House of Represent-
atives during the previous session.

Congressional treatment of the bills to
ban alcohol advertising and to remove it
from the airlines is an old story. As in other
years, the appropriate committee dutifully
held hcarings and then stalled until late in
the session. A weck or two before adjourn-
ment the Senate Interstate Commerce Com-
mittee met in supersecrct session and ex-
terminated both bills, plcading publicly that
there would not be enough time to take
action.

In the loss column for liquor legislation
it was necessary to chalk up a large tax
handout to the liquor industry. The Senate,
over objections of the chairman of its Fi-
nance Committee, went along with the
House in extending the bonding period on
whiskey from 8 years to 20 years, thereby
extending the period in which the distillers
would be forced to pay tax. When news of
this action was first circulated the value of
stock in one company was reported to have
jumped some $33,000.00.

The only gain in the line of liquor legisla-
tion was the reduction of the State Depart-
ment’s representation allowance, which
goes largely for the procurement of alco-
holic beverages by foreign service officers.
It was cut back to $750,000 which was
$50,000 under the appropriation for the
previous year.

In church-state separation, evangelicals
tallied a loss in the passage of a bill to
exempt parochial and private schools from
federal excise taxes on telephone, trans-
portation, etc. The provision which was ini-
tiated in the House was taken out by the
Senate Finance Committee, but was re-
siored in conference.

The Hill-Burton Act, providing funds for
e building of both public and church-re-
tated hospitals, was extended and amended.
1he Act was amended so as to allow hos-
pitals to take loans instead of outright
government grants, if they object to the
latter on grounds of church-state separation.

Gill

A bill which would have set a precedent
it the District of Columbia by subsidizing
school fares to both public and parochial
schools was opposed in the Senate and on
the House side as well.

Two bills to acquire land around churches
in Philadelphia which have been set aside
as historical sites were passed. Another
couple of bills for similar purposes failed to
see action.

Early in the session, a bill was passed al-
lowing church camps to continue to par-
ticipate in the milk program administered
by the Department of Agriculture, and
which applics to schools during the regular
school year.

A bill was killed which would have made
a frozen fund held by the government,
representing wartime wages of conscientious
objectors, available to churches and church-
related organizations for their work over-
seas.

In the gain column we could put passage
of a bill to ban the interstate transportation
of switchblade knives, as a curb on juvenile
violence.

Among the bills which failed to pass were
those to: exempt ministers in the District of
Columbia from giving testimony in courts
in certain cases; ban certain Sunday sales
in the District of Columbia; to assist the
states in providing education on the effects
of alcohol and tobacco; to exempt the
clergy from federal tax on transportation
fares; to allow deduction of tuition to paro-
chial and private schools for purposes of
income tax; to allow government funds to
assist in building administrative buildings
for private and church-related colleges and
universities.

A bill was passed to exempt duties from
certain religious items being brought into
the United States. Another bill appropriated
further funds for the benefit of church-
related institutions, most of them Roman
Catholic, in the Philippines, so as to cover
awards which had already been made by
the Foreign Claims Settlement Commission.

Finally, religious institutions fared pretty
well in the bill which increased postage, by
retaining the low rates on second class mat-

ter and having only a slight raise on third
class matter.
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Win Your Pupils,
Make Them Witnesses

Evangelism is the chief work of the Sun-
day school. Its opportunities for winning
souls is greater than any other agency in
the church. Its teachers exert more in-
fluence on individuals than the pastor him-
self.

Through weekly contacts with the pupils,
2 Sunday school teacher inspires confidence
in himself and his message. His life—
through his actions, his attitudes, his way
of thinking—shows that he is abiding in
Christ.

An alert teacher finds out all he can about
the individuals in his class. He knows the
home background, leisure-time activities,
and spiritual needs of each student. He
prays for the specific needs, as he sees
them, of each member. Therefore, in his
teaching he can apply Bible truths to speci-
fic needs of individuals about spiritual mat-
ters. Usually he has a better opportunity
for this personal counselling than the pas-
tor.

Because the teacher is close to the pupil,
he can encourage him to pray, to read the
Bible, to trust God’s promises. In short,
he helps to build up the new convert in the
faith.

Knowing that the teacher has a personal
interest in him, the pupil talks over his
spiritual problems with him. Thus, the
teacher has a further opportunity to point
him to the all-sufficient Saviour, and help
him find help through God’s Word.

Teachers of the nursery and beginner
pupils must keep evangelism in mind, too.
Their part is to help prepare the child to
accept Christ as his personal Saviour when
he is old enough to realize his spiritual need.

Especially from the primary level on up,
teachers should stress salvation and make
opportunities to present this spiritual truth
clearly—both in class and personally.

Pupils need to realize their responsibility
to witness to others. Certainly this is the
clear teaching of Scripture. To help his
pupils, a teacher will provide opportunities
for his pupils to witness to others.

He will urge his pupils to bring others
to the Sunday school where they may hear
the good news of salvation. The Sunday
school attendance contest is a real stimula-
tion for inviting others.

Weekday outings and activities offer
other opportunities to draw in the un-
churched friends of pupils.

Some teachers plan class projects which
give their students opportunities to witness,
such as conducting a monthly meeting at a
mission, or distribution of well-chosen tracts
at the county fair, a ball game, or parade.

To help students witness more effectively,
some instruction should be given on how
to win a soul to Christ, and pupils should
be encouraged to memorize Scripture verses.
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For the Teacher...

By Othel T. Dixon . . .

Adults Are Important, Too!

Paul must have had the equivalent of
an adult Sunday school class in mind when
he said to Timothy, “And the things that
thou hast heard of me among many wit-
nesses, the same commit thou to faithful
men, who shall be able to teach others
also” (2 Timothy 2:2).

Christianity, in its better periods, has
always been evangelistic. It has presented
the good news of God and of our Saviour
in such an attractive and forceful manner
that others have been led to accept Jesus
and to follow His way.

Evangelism is the outreach of the church.
A church that is not evangelistic will soon
lose not only its vital message, but its
virility and will die. It takes men with
vision tempered by experience to spearhead
the necessary program.

Thus the adult’s place is easily seen in
both the Sunday school and entire church
program.

Look at the adult in the light of Acts
4:20: “For we cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard.” It is im-
possible for men and women to contain the
glad news about Jesus and his power to save,
so surely the deep spiritual experience of
an adult would add to the power of the
ministry of the church.

Adults are important to the Sunday
school. Too many for too long have said,
“We will just plug along and be faithful.
God will do the rest.” But the Sunday
school, as well as every other organization,
needs enthusiastic leaders who are zealous
about their work.

The children in our Sunday schools need
the adults. They need both their precept
and their practice, their teaching and their
example. It will be the adults who establish
the pattern for either the success or failure
of the Sunday school. The children can
only follow.

To successfully carry out their mission in
the Sunday school, adults need to have a
working knowledge of the Bible. It is the
Word of God—its’ teachings carry auth-
ority beyond that of any other book. But
the fact that the Bible is a best-seller and
that every adult in your Sunday school
owns a copy is not enough. It must be
studied, taught, and lived. By both example
and instruction, the adults should see that
every person in the Sunday school learns
reverence for the Bible, skill in the use

Mr. Dixon is pastor of the Free Will Baptist
church, Mountain Grove, Mo.

of it, and has a desire created to practice
its teachings.

To illustrate the important place of the
Scriptures, the Sunday school or church
is called the “Bible school” in many places.
Adults who are alert to their responsibility
will see that the Bible occupies the central
spot in the curriculum of the Sunday school.

What kind of school will yours be five,
ten, or twenty-five years from now? What
kind of school do you want it to be? What
kind of systems will be needed? Of course,
it will be different from the school of to-
day, just as today’s school is different from
that of twenty-five years ago.

There should be consistent improvement
in your Sunday school. Where there is
life, there is growth and change. When
life ceases, growth stops and decay begins.
It will be a happy day when this is recog-
nized throughout our denominational
Sunday schools.

The Sunday schools of twenty-five years
from now-—when the present children be-
come the adults—will largely be determined
by the spirit and teaching of today. What-
ever is put into the lives and characters of
the pupils today will show up in the teach-
ing and organization twenty-five years from
now. Whatever is omitted from the teaching
today will be missing in the school of to-
MOITOW.

The reason that adults are important to
the Sunday school today is because they are
molding the adults of tomorrow.

AMERICANS SPEND THREE
TIMES MORE ON ALCHOHOL
THAN THEY GIVE TO
CHURCHES .
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Make Missions Live
In Sunday School

Christian missions must be a vital part
of the Sunday School program if we expect
young people to heed Christ's command to
“Go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel.”

Appoint a missionary committee and be-
gin now to plan for definite ways to em-
phasize missions in your Sunday School.
Perhaps the following suggestions will be
a help in getting started.

» Select one mission station or project for
cach department or class, or one for the
cntire school. Write the Free Will Baptist
Mission Board for information about the
field and the missionaries.

» Contribute toward the support of a par-
ticular missionary family or national
worker. Get as much personal information
as possible about the missionary and mem-
bers of his family. The mission board can
give you this.

» Write to the missionary regularly. Ask
him to put your name on his mailing list
to receive his form letters regularly, and
make a contribution to cover postage. Mis-
sionaries have very little time for personal
correspondence, and these form letters will
give you up-to-date news of the work, as
well as prayer requests.

You'll also want to send birthday cards,
seasonal greetings, and gifts.

» Learn about conditions on his field-hous-
ing, food, customs of the people, climate,
geography, etc. The mission board can
furnish some of this information. Books in
your library and current magazine articles
give interesting facts. This information will
help you to know what your missionary is
facing so youwll know how to pray more
intelligently for him and the work. It also
helps make the far-away places real to the
boys and girls and stimulates their interest
and prayers.

» Plan missionary pre-session activities, such
as having your pupils make native villages
for sandtable or table-top projects.

» If each of your departments or classes
take a different missionary project, place
pins on a world map showing the particular
stations you are helping. If the map is
mounted on a bulletin board, place pic-
tures of the missionaries around it. Our
own Free Will Baptist Mission Board has
a map of the world with pictures of our
missionaries on it showing their respective
fields.

» Conduct a missionary poster or essay con-
test to stimulate interest in missions. As
prizes, offer curios from foreign countries,
such as those available from import shops
in this country from India, Japan, Cuba,
ete.

» Conduct an annual all-day missionary
conference, planned by your missionary
committee and conducted by your own Sun-
day School departments,
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Missionary Conference

The ninth annual missionary conference
will be held October 6-8 in the Memorial
Auditorium at Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege, Nashvile, Tenn. The conference is
sponsored jointly by the foreign and home
mission departments. It will be preceded by
a workshop for auxiliary workers spon-
sored by the WNAC.

The programs for both sessions are given
below: .

Missionary Conference
THEME: “O send out thy light and thy
truth”—Psalm 43:3
Tuesday Evening—OQOctober 7
7:30—Congregational Singing——Mr. Ross
Dowden
——Scripture  Reading and Prayer—
Rev. Harry Staires
7:50—1Introducing the Conference Pro-
gram and the Conference Person-
alities—Rev. Homer E. Willis
8:00—Special Music—Bible College Mu-
sic Department
—NMissionary Offering
8:15—The Message: “O Send Out Thy
Light to Africa”—Rev. Raymond
Riggs
Wednesday Morning—OQOctober 8
8:00—Song Service—Mr. Ross Dowden
8:15—Devotions—Rev. Rolla Smith
8:45-—The Ministry of Spanish Missions
—Rev. and Mrs. Melitino Martinez
9:15—Special Music—College Music De-
partment

9:20—"0 Send Out Thy Light to South

India”—Miss Laura Belle Barnard
10:05—Congregation Sings—Mr. Dowden
10:10—“0O Send Out Thy Light to North

India”—Rev. and Mrs. Carlisle

Hanna
10:55—Recess
11:15—Morning Worship

Music arranged by Mr. Dowden

Presenting  Speaker—Rev. Ray-
mond Riggs

The Message—Rev. Louis H. Moul-
ton

12:00—Benediction
Wednesday Afternoon
1:00—Missitnary Prayer Band—Rev. .
P. Barrow

1:30—Hymn Time—Mr. Dowden
1:40—"0 Send Out Thy Light to Mexico”

—Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Billows
2:30—“0 Send Out Thy Light to Brazil”—

Rev. J. Reford Wilson
3:00—Question and answer period featur-

ing mission personnel—Dr. L. C,

Johnson, Leader

Wednesday Evening

7:30—Song Service—Mr. Dowden

Prayer

Special Music

Message—Rev. Willard Day

The Charge—Rev. Homer E. Willis

The Commissioning Prayer—Rev.

Raymond Riggs

Benediction

Auxiliary Workshop

Monday Evening
8:00—Welcom—Mrs. Billy Melvin
Hymn—*“How Firm A Foundation”
Prayer
Devotional—Mrs, Ed Morris,
Bryan, Texas
Special Music
Playlet—The Word by Delia R.
Alford—Mrs, Charles Thigpen, Di-
rector
Benediction
Tuesday Morning
9:30—Devotional—Rev. Bob King, Star
City, Arkansas
9:50—Information—WNAC Departmen-
tal Chairmen
10:50—Recess
11:00—Message—Rev. James Davis, Lead-
ington, -Missouri
12:00—Adjourn for lunch
Tuesday Afternoon
1:30—Hymn
Prayer
Report on “Co-Laborer Station”—
Rev. Raymond Riggs
Special Music
Illumination—WNAC Departmen-
tal Chairmen
2:30—Presentation—State Auxiliary
Workers
3:10—Application—Open Forum
3:30—Adjourn

President Proclaims Prayer Day

® In keeping with a promise he made last
year, and in line with a Congressional re-
solution, President Eisenhower has set aside
Wednesday, October 1, as a National Day
of Prayer. He asked citizens of all faiths to
join him in praying for the nation and for
peace in the world.

The proclamation was in answer to a
Congressional reslution asking that a day
other than a Sunday be set aside each year
when the people “may turn to God in prayer
and meditation at churches, in groups and
as individuals.”

Last year, the President told a New York
pastor that he was “astonished to find, upon
going to my own church at 8:30 that morn-
ing (last October 2), that only a handful
of people were present.” (The nationwide
ignoral of the presidential proclamation last
year had been noted by many preachers
and newspaper editors, most of whom where
honest enough to place the blame where it
belonged—on their own doorstep—since
they had neglected to provide adequate
publicity.)
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The delegates also voted to put them-
selves on a self-supporting basis for future
state conventions rather than make the host
church responsible for the entertainment.
Rev. Albert Halbrook was renamed editor
of the Gem.

Speakers for the session were Dale Jones,
W. S. Mooneyham and William Mishler.

Lewis Closes Six Years
Ministry at Hazel Park

HAZEL PARK, Mich.—Rev. Mark M.
Lewis closed six years of inistry at the
First church, Hazel Park, Michigan, on
August 10 and assumed his new pastorate
at the Philadelphia church, Detroit, on
August 17.

During his ministry at Hazel Park, the
first unit of the church was constructed and
paid for in the amount of $20,500, a par-
sonage was purchased and remodeled, ap-
proximately $95,000 was handled and 102
members received.

13 Members Join
New Oklahoma Church

ASHER, Okla.-—Thirteen charter mem-
bers joined the new Free Will Baptist
church organized here recently. Rev. Del-
bert Akin led the organizational service
assisted by Rev. Carl Waddle, Rev. Ira
Smithey, and Rev. Ernest M. Kennedy. Mr.
Kennedy, executive secretary for the Okla-
homa state convention, brought the mes-
sage.

Rev. Ira Smithey was named as pastor
and the church voted to join the Center as-
sociation.

Home Mission Department

Sets Day of Prayer

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—In connection
with the national day of prayer proclaimed
by President Eisenhower, the national
home mission department has also desig-
nated October 1 as a day of fasting and
prayer. Letters sent out urged as many as
will to join the office personnel on this
special day in prayer for the missionary
program.

Fellowship Association

Meets at Weatherford

WEATHERFORD, Texas—The third
annual session of the Fellowship associa-
tion of Texas met here at the First church
on September 11-13. Rev. C. J. Hearron
was scheduled for the introductory sermon.
Other speakers were Rev. C. J .Turrentine,
Rev. M. L. Sutton and Rev. R. O. O’Dell.

Indian Creek Association
Ordains Two Ministers

MONETT. MO.—Two ministers were
ordained at the annual meeting of the In-
dian Creek association early in August.
Three were licensed and one decon was
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also ordained, according to Rev. O. T.
Allred.

Disbanded Idaho
Church ts Reorganized

JEROME, Idaho—The Free Will Baptist
church in Jerome was reorganized July 20
by Rev. Ernest Hayhurst and Rev. Fred
Marler. Ten members formed the reorgan-
ized congregation and two others were
added. The church is located on South
Lincoln and Mr. Marler is the pastor.

A fellowship meeting held August 31
was attended by the Free Will Baptist
churches of Buhl, Burley and Jerome and
the United Baptist church of Filer.

Revivals

Oak Ridge, Tenn.; Thurman Pate, evan-
gelist; June 22-30; one dec.

Winfield, Ala.; Homer Willis, evangelist;
H. A. Pitts, pastor; Aug. 18-24; 11 dec.,
7 add.

Edgemont church, Durham, N.C.; Henry
Van Kluyve, evangelist; Ronald Creech,
pastor; Aug. 10-17; 11 saved, 32 rededica-
tions.

Bethel church, Ashland City, Tenn.;
Clarence Burton, evangelist; Johnny Vick,
pastor; July 20-30; 7 saved, 3 rededications.

Mt. Harmony church, Saffell, Ark.; John
M. Rich, evangelist; Ray Watkins, pastor;
11 saved, 5 additions.

Ohird Honor Roll
"Every Church Family”’ Plan

Conway church, Arkansas

Waltonville church, Illinois

New Ebenezer church, Cochran, Ga.
Oskaloosa church, Liberal, Mo.

Wilson Memorial church, Belleville, Ark.
Horse Creek church, Kingsport, Tenn.
Cherry Hill church, Limestone, Tenn.
Faith Mission, Nashville, Tenn.

Lawndale church, Calif.

Richland church, Nashville, Tenn.

Four additional churches this month now puts
us one-fifth of the way toward the completion of
our third honor roll. These four churches sent
about 35 names to receive the paper.

We are so grateful to these pastors who led
their churches in adopting the Family Plan. We
will send complete forms for enrolling the fami-
lies in your church if you will write us.

Many pastors testify that this plan is the finest
and best way to see that the members keep up with
church and world-wide religious news. Besides that,
you save 25 cents on every subscription. Nearly
100 churches are now using this plan. If you've
been thinking about recommending it to your
church, please do it this month. We need to hear
from a lot of churches very soon.

Rules for Honor Roll

1. Send names and addresses (zone numbers,
too, please) of all families in the church. You
need not send any money.

2. Your list will be checked against our circula-
tion. Refunds on any subscriptions in effect will
be credited to the church account,

3. The church treasurer will receive a bill quar-
terly for 25 cents for each subscription and a form
for adding or dropping any names desired.

4, The plan remains in effect until the church
requests that it be discontinued.

South Side church, St. Louis, Mo.; Glenn
Rehkop, evangelist; Roger Reeds, pastor;
Sept. 22. .

Berkeley City, Mo.; Eustace Riggs, evan-
gelist; Harvey Hill, pastor; Sept. 8-.

First church, Tulsa, Okla.; Louis H.
Moulton, evangelist; John H. West, pastor;

Sept. 28-.
First church, Dothan, Ala.; Eustace
Riggs, evangelist; Bob L. Jones, pastor;

June 10-16; one saved, one addition.

Cowart’s Creek church, Dothan, Ala.;
Bob L. Jones, evangelist, Ralph Bell, pas-
tor; June 29-July 4; 10 saved, 20 rededica-
tions.

Wilmington, N.C.; Ronald Creech, evan-
gelist; Conrad Williford, pastor; Aug. 25-
30; 19 saved, 1 rededications, 6 restored.

Pastoral Changes

Jesse B. White to Post Oak Shade, Cooke-
ville, Tenn., from Harris Memorial church,
Greeneville, Tenn.

John Edwards to First church, Dothan,
Ala., from Woodbine church, Nashville,
Tenn.

R. H. Jackson to Pine Level, N.C., from
Mable Avenue church, Kannapolis, N.C.

Paul E. Lee to Capital church, Sacra-
mento, Calif., from Jacksonville, N.C.

Irvin Hyman to Unity church, Alma,
ville, Fla., from Pine Level church, Alma,
Ga.

Carl Pollard to Henryetta, Okla.

C. J. Hearron has resigned First church,
Fort Worth, Texas. No future plans an-
nounced.

Homer Young moves to Stillwater, Okla.,
from Cushing, Okla., to establish a new
church.

Robert Duncan to Lawnwood church,
Tulsa, Okla., from First church, Norman,
Okla.

Randy Cox has resigned at Manchester,
Tenn, to attend graduate school at Colum-
bia Bible College, S.C.

Huey Gower has resigned Pine Prairie
church, Huntsville, Texas, effective Octo-
ber 1. Future plans not announced.

Adrian Condit to Airport church, Tulsa,
Okla., from Coffeyville, Kansas.

Harry E. Staires to Drumright, Okla.,
from Lawnwood church, Tulsa, Okla.

J. B. Fletcher to Manchester, Tenn.

William Hill to First church, Hazel Park,
Mich., from East Nashville church, Tenn.

Teddy Davis to First church, Shawnee,
Okla.

Ode Robinson
Shawnee, Okla.

Charles Moyer to Tecumseh, Okla., from
Springhill church, Lexington, Okla.

D. A. Yandell to Guymon, Okla., from
Checotah, Okla.

Roy Hearon to First church, Odessa,
Texas, from Drumright, Okla.

James Cearley to Sunnylane church, Ok-
lahoma City, from First church, Ardmore,
Okla,

to Northeast church,
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Riggs Writes from Africa

Rev. Raymond Riggs, executive director
of the Foreign Mission Board, is in Africa
this month surveying the new field. While
aboard ship, he wrote the following letter:
Dear Editor:

“A real Christian is an odd number. He
feels supreme love for One whom he has
never seen, talks familiarly every day to
Someone he cannot see, expects to go to
heaven on the virtue of Another, empties
himself in order to be full, admits he is
wrong so he can be declared right, goes
down in order to get up, is strongest when
he is weakest, richest when he is poorest,
and happiest when he feels worst. He dies
so he can live, forsakes in order to have,
gives away so he can keep, sees the invisible,
hears the inaudible, and knows that which
passeth knowledge.”

These are the words of A. W. Tozer in
his book, The Root of Righteousness. They
have blessed my heart as I have been read-
ing them while aboard the S.S. African Pilot.
The journey becomes lonely at times, but
it has been a wonderful opportunity to have
fellowship in the Word and communion
with the Lord. Association with two veteran
missionaries to Africa has also been a rich
and informative experience.

As we near the shores of the Dark Con-
tinent my heart is enlarged as I think of
the challenge that lies ahead. The initial
days of any work are always important. As
I meet with the missionaries to make plans,
please remember to pray that each of us
may have spiritual discernment and mutual
agreement as to procedure.

We have just dropped anchor in the port
of the Azores. The view is beautiful—on
one side is the shore line and on the other
is the unending span of the blue Atlantic.
We can see white church steeples along the
shore line and if we stay over Sunday, per-
haps we can attend a service.
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personally . ..

Fifth Term for Faithful Service

The National Association of Free Will Baptists is pretty discriminating about who
it chooses for officers. This being true, it was of no small significance that this year—
for the second time in the convention’s history—a moderator was re-elected for a
fifth term. v

It is evident that Charles Thigpen’s humble spirit and sincere efforts toward im-
partiality and fairness are respected and appreciated by the delegates. The modera-
tor’s position is not an enviable one—this has been especially true the past few years—
and it is generally conceded that the three days of the convention during which he
wields the gavel are about the most strenuous of the year. But Brother Thigpen has
served the position well and his being returned to office this year is certainly a vote
of approval and confidence.

He has not sought the office and numerous times has expressed his willingness to
step down, but the convention simply wouldn’t let him. He has given yeoman service
both as convention moderator and chairman of the Executive Committee and we
feel like the delegates were wise in returning him to office. He is an able moderator
and a good leader.

A Note of Sadness

The mail this week brought a note of sadness to the entire headquarters staff. It was
learned that Terry Shutes, the only son of Rev. and Mrs. K. V. Shutes, Thomaston, Ga.,
has acute leukemia. Our information is that the doctors give him only about two
months. The Shutes have numerous friends over the country who will share their
sorrow. As the person who wrote us about it said: “God has given his people an op-
portunity to come in close and share in another victory.”

Please pray for this dear family. They have meant much to the Free Will Baptist
cause. We know their faith in God is strong, but here is a chance for us to help share
this heavy load. Write them at 323 East Street, Thomaston, Ga.

Not Really Surprising News

The results of a survey to be published this fall are not really surprising. Among
other things, it shows that two-thirds of Protestant ministers are in debt and that
many of their wives must take jobs to help support their families. So what most of
us already knew is now going to be set down in black and white.

Just what will be done about it, now that it has been tabulated, remains to be seen.
While some churches are alert to the needs of the pastor and his family and try to
compensate for them, many more simply throw him a small salary check and tell him
to get by the best he can. That kind of detached and indifferent attitude makes for
the situation revealed in the survey.

But whether or not it accomplishes anything constructive, at least the survey will
console the debt-pressed and overworked pastor with the knowledge that most of
his brethren share the same sort of existence.

The Virtues of Beer?

In New York last year, the Pabst Beer people let it be known that they were
switching advertising agencies. Some twenty ad agencies came knocking for the $8
million per year account. Dr. Earnest Dichtner, who made Motivation Research
famous, evaluated many of the campaigns before presentation and helped Pabst make
a final selection. Other MR outfits also participated.

The whole hassell cost several hundred thousand dollars. All that just to convince
the public that beer doesn’t smell, doesn’t make people drunk, doesn’t cause traffic
deaths, doesn’t.break up homes!

Special Education Issue

Contact readers next month will have a chance to learn about the various Free Will
Baptist institutions of higher learning over the country. In our special education issue
we will feature articles about Free Will Baptist Bible College, Mount Olive Junior
College, Piedmont Bible Institute and California Bible Institute—complete with
pictures for this special issue.
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